Minutes of the

War Committee of the Cabinet

August 13th, 1941.




CARTNZT WAR COLIIITTHL

A meeting of the Var Commlttee of the Cabinet
was held in the Privy Council Office, East 2lock, on
“lednesday, August the 15th, at 3 peme

There were present the followlng members:
A 4

The Prime Minlster,
T™e Winister of liines and Resources (Mr, Crerar),
e linister of Justice (ir. Lapointe),
The Minister of National Defence (Mr. Ralston),
The !Minister of National Defence for Air

(ilr. Power),
The 17inister of Finance (lr. Ilsley),

The IHnister of lMunitions and Supply (ilr. Howe ).

The Under-Secretary of State for nxternal
Affairs (Mr. Robertson),
Twe Secretary (Mr. Heeney)e

R.CJA.e aerodrome construction unit
for service in the United Kin-sdom

1. The Minister of National Defence for Air
referred to an enquiry, rccently recelved from the
United Kingdom, whether the Canadian government could
supply an aerodrome construction unit, of up to 10,000
men, for work upon runwvays, perimeter tracks and aircraft
dispersal points 1n the United Kingdom.

After examination by officers of his depar tment
1t could not be recorraended that such a commitment be
undertalen. e cost of provlding the nuabers mentioned
‘.'Iould be some }24.’000,0000 The R.C.A.F. did nOt lmdel"—
talte in Canada construction work of the kind and
experienced or sultable personnel were now available.
Such operations, in Canadlan experience, could De performed
nuch better by civilian labour.

o, The lMinister of lunitions and Supply
expressed agreement with the views of Iir., Power, Such
work should not be done by men in uniform. It was
possible that experienced Canailian contractors would
be avallable to do the work required, with civilian
labour.

3, The Secretary read to the meeting the C ommun~
sication on this subject from the Us Ko governmente

(See letter of August 9th, 1941, from the High
Commlssioner in the United Kingdom to the Under-Secretary
of State for External Affairs).



and proposing THAT TNE DIMLLLSI COUNLL'LEeS [aKke Lu
clear that any attaeck upon Thalland would be regarded
as & casus bellil, It was thourht that such a stand
micht check further aggsression by Japan.

(See telegram Noe 8 of August 1llth, 1941, from
the Priae 1linister of Australia to the Prime liinlister
oif Cmanade,)

A telegram from the U, Xe government des-
cribed the possible consequences of a breach in
relations between Janan and the U.S3«S.Re

Information was ziven as to the numoers
i Canadians in Japan.

Relations with Japan -
lleasurces to be taken in the event of war

36. The Prime Minister renorted that the
special interdepartmental committee which had prevared
rlans for measures to be taken in anticipation of
war with Italy, had now considered and reported upon
stcps to be taken by the various depar tments of govermment
in the event of war with Japan,

Sen:ral ministerial approval of the Heport was
recuested as well as specific decisions whether -

(a) the receipt of the "war telegram" would
be talken as a signal for the initiation of all of
the n1easures recormended; and,

(b) the registration of Japanese in British
Columbia sheuld be made compulsory and extended to
the rest of Canada.,. ‘

(See memorandum of August 7th, 1941, regarding
measures to be taken in the svent of war with Japan,
also report of the special cormittee on the same subject,
dated July 28th, 1941).

37. The Secretary reportsd that the Interdepart- -
mental commitfee ook the view that, in present clircun-
stances, not only should the registration of Japanese
conducted in British Columbila by the R.C.lls Pollce be
extended to other Provinces, but also that a penalty
should be provided for those who did not reglster, A
draft Order in Council to this effect was ap;ended to
the interdepartmental committee's report in connection
with the matter of intermnment. It was proposed that this
registration be proceeded with immediately,
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38, After some discussion 1t was agreed that
the registration of persons of Japanese race in British
Columbia, authorized by the Committee on January the 20th,
1941, be extended, on the same conditions, to the rest
of Canada.

Action upon other recommendations in the report
of the interdepartmental committee was deferred.

Progress of the war

39, The Prime Minister read a number of commun-
ications regarding the progress of the war., Included
were references to: ’ ‘

Africa - German pressure upon the Vichy
government for concessions in North and West
Africa was likely to bear fruit in the near
future; the re-enforcement of Dakar was reported.

. U.Se3eR. - Recent reports of fighting
on the Russian fronts were given.

Sweden - Indications were that Sweden had
fallen under German 'nfluence.

Air Base at Northwest River, Labrador.

40, The Minister of National Defence for Alr
observed that the Permanent Joint Board on Defence had
rccomnended the early construction of an alr base in
the vicinity of the Northwest River, Labrador, for
combined defensive and staging purposes. Such a base
would require runways, storage capaclty, technical hous-
ing and equipment, radio and meteorologlcal statlons,
hangar, and housing for personnel. If the Canadian
government were to decide not to undertake this project,
the U. S. govermment were to be nvited to do so.

41, Mr. Power sald that the U. S. government were
unwilling to undertake partial development of the basej;—
though they would be prepared to do the whole jobe

In the circumstances, and in vicw of the urgency,
it was recommended that the Canadlan government acqulre
the necessary property and complete the proposed Qevqlgp-




