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Fer National Unity
"[‘HE report submitted by the com-

mittee  which  investigated  the
Japanes» situation in British Colum-
bia a short time ago will, with exeep-
tions far minor details. find favour
with the majority of reasenable, fair-
minded people both in the Occidental
and Jananese communities.

On the one hand it will bring as-
surance to our fellow Canadians that
so much of the fear and susr 4
ready aroused is as baseless
groundless as we have alwayvs
tended it to be. On the othor hand, |
it will go far toward soothing the
ruffled feelings of Japancse Cana-
dians, roused in recent months to a
high pitch of resentinent over unjusti-
fied attacks. Allogether, the commit-
tee's report may well be considered @
valuable contribution to the cause of |
Canadian unity. and in that way a |
nece ~v-ond vital contribution e
the most efficicnt prosecution of the
war,

The Federal Government. more-
over, has acted with commendable |
promptness to implement the recom- |
mendations.” Early last month, the
Prime Minister, in announcing the |
Special Registration of all Japancse |
Canadions. made public his Govern- |
ment's belief in the lovalty of uur;
group. Arrangements for registration. |
too, are already under way; and |
wiscely have been left in the hands of |
an organized body, best qualified to |
carry out the job at minimum ex-
pense. |

It it perhaps particularly fortunate |
for Japanese Canadians that thes

‘developments have come at a time |

when mounting tension continues to
disturb the calm of the Pacific Area.
Despite Japan's declaration that she |
intends no overt or hostile move in
the south-western Pa e, there is a |
very widespread eonviction in Canada |
and the Empire that some such move
will be made to coincide with an ex-
pected. German thrust  at Great |
Britain in early spring. |
But despite such mounting ten-
sion, Japanese Canadians may well
be said to have won a great victory
in their own country, No matter
what further complications may de-
velop in the Pacific, the means by |
which we have achieved that vie-
tory must continue to be the guide
posts of all our activity. That, es-
sentially consists for the moment at |
least, of carrying on as law-abiding,
socially and productively useful |
citizens, who will lend the strength |
of their bodies and the strength of |
their hmrtsgnd minds to the myriad |
|
|

tasks of service which Canada's war
mirchine demands. !
Mr. lisley, in his budget .‘:pccch.‘
made it plain that the diversion ofl
one-third the national income toward
war purposes will impose continuing |
gredter sacrifcies upon the entire |
body of the people. For all that, |
exsiting and future burdens will find |
no more willing shoulders to hoar|
them in Canada than in the Japancse |
community, whose members now can |
feel that they can look to Canada, to
its responsible government and res-
ponsible citizenry, for understanding,
sympathy and protection — for all
those elements which inspire the love
and loyalty of a native son for his

native country.
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Savings and Sacrifice ,

} OWEVER disinterested the Nisei |

may be in the ordinary events of |
the national scene in Canada, there |
will not be one of us who can afford |
to pazs by without sober thought the
cstimates  which  Finance Minister |
Hsley placed before the House of Com- |
mons on Tuesday.

No matter how pre-occupied we |
may be with our “right little, tight
little” community, a situation as stag- |
gering as that which Mr. Ilsley pre- |
sented cannot but come home to us, |
cially when it is presented in asJ
simple language as this—that out of |
every one dollar that we earn, over 50 |
cents must find its way back to gov- |
crnment channels. And 32 cents of |
that will go toward the war effort.

Admittedly it may be true that the
portion of the nationdl income re- !
ceived by some 6000 gainfully-em- |
ployed Japanese Canadians is an in- |
significant part of the national total. |
And it is equally true that the stand- |
ard of living in our community has |
never been noted for the range or |
variety of luxuries it provided. i

|

But the provision of the $1,200,000,-
000 deficit between government in- |
come and expenditure will not be met |
simply by the elimination of certain |
luxuries by the more well-to-do scc- |
tion of the population. Rather the cost
of the war must be borne by the great
bulk of the people=—by every man,
woman and child in Canada, if infla-
tion is to be avoided. That means es-
sentially a reduction in personal liv-
ing standards to rock bottom, a
whole series of entirely unprecedented
sacrifices on the part of all of us.

Certainly there ig no justification
for a delay on the part of Japanese |
Canadians, as well as on the part of
every other Canadian, to consider se- I

. riously how savings, both individually

and corporately, are to be effected.
And the first thing that we can do is
to eliminate certain obviously waste-
ful and wuseless expenditure in our |
own community.

LI

And then there's the story of the middle-
aged Japanese who one Sunday afrernoon
visited the grave of a friecnd who had passed
away not long before. He mumbled 3 shors

inaudible prayer and then placed some rice |
cakes on the prave.
Two colored gentlemen \l'!}{\ were placing
some flowers on a2 friend’s grave nearby,
atched the Japanese with mild curiosity

The twe crossed over to where the Japanese
was standing with head bowed. and one of
them asked:

“When do you think your friend will
come up and eat the rice?”

The Japancss man looked up and, with
out a trace of a smile, quickly replied:

ANl same rime your friend come up and

smell the flowers,'”
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WINTRY GRATITUDE

I qive thanks: to orchurds. wide

with fruwt from summee's countruside.

I qave thenks. to meadows, sweet
with pressed blooms, never pressed by Feet

1 give thanks: 10 autumn weather,
and this, the lovely farewell feather

[ grve thanks: my grate is [it:
Fve wentey days when | may sit
the whole year round. be part of it

—J K

.and Goodwill among men.

® Letters To The Editor |

Thaniks Miss Balter! - i

Editor. The New  Canadian—Dear |
Iwould just like to say I appreci-
ate the constant note of encourage-
ment. hone and challenge that runs
through vour editorials. I.am sure
editorials and contributed articles are
a real help to your fellow Nisei as
they face the problems of these davs,
I myself find them very stimulating,
—Barbara Baker.
Vancouver, B, C.
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To Mal with Hal

Editor. The New Canadian—Dear
Sir: Cheer up, Nisei!

According to Alderman Wilson you
are increasing in population five
times as fast as the so-called “‘white"
neonle,

It may be the Creator is disgusted
with the white people and is giving
us more peaceful penetrators and less
persecuting politicians.

And so, to Hal with Holy Hal,

He's not had my vote

And never shall.

If he goes to Heaven
“hetter” folks,

I'll be halswhere with the other
blokes.

with the

—*“Englishwoman.”
City.
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Letter To City Hall .

Editor, The New Canadian—Dear
Sir: Copies of the following letter
were sent to the Sun and Provin-e
but so far as I know have not been
published:

To His Worship and City Council,
Vaneouver, B. C.

Are you going to establish Hitler-
ism at the City Hall with all its
brutality and cruel persecutions?

Are you going to denounce the
slogan of *“British Fair Play and Free-
dom™?

Are you going to build up minority
groups—Balkan groups—the nucleus
of a fifth column?

Are you determined to wreck Can |
ada from within by creating racial
bitterness?

Are you going ta nourish here those
things which the cream of Canadian
manhood is trying to destroy over the |
seas? 1

Have we no heart—no grulitudn—'
no chivalry—no manhood worthy of
the name, within the precinets of the
City Hall?

If you have, then take your heads
out of the sand and do something
about it!

Here we have Orientals of foreign
birth, Orientals of Canadian birth,
Italians from spaghetti-land and their |
Canadian offspring all pledging their
loyalty to the cause of freedom, giv-
ing of their wealth and doing all any
human being is capable of doing to
assure us of their sincerity and
loyalty. y X

Yet in the face of all this, you sit
there, aiding and abetting the forces
of disunity, which threaten to break
us asunder — forces which Hitler
would be glad to bestow upon — the
Iron Cross — the double cross.

All this is going on in our lovely
City Hall, while the forces of progress
and decency, on the outside are bend-
ing every effort to build up the
sinews of war—Save and Lend—give
till it hurts! — Help destroy Hitler
and usher in the millenium—Peace

It's an anomaly, Your Worship.—
It's a slur upon everything that's

I am an American,

I Am Proud
i Am An American

{An aditarial an “Amiricanism W
1 the Los Ang

Japan

I am an American.

I am both proud and glad of thay
privilege.

I am proud because being
American means that I am living i
the best country on earth. I am glaqd
because being an American ‘means
that T can count my blessings, instead
of my misfortunes.

Here my ballot is louder than the
sabre rattling of dictators. T can have
meat on my table at dinner time and
all the butter T want on my toast.

Here T can listen to whatever T like
on my radio and openly discuss the
affairs of my government over the
backyard fence with my next door
neighbour frankly and unafraid.

A knock at the door doesn’t send
shivers running up and down my
spine, nor does the shrill whistle of
a siren send me scurrying for the
nearest homb shelter. I have never
been kicked into the gutter or
thrown into jail, just because some-
one didn't happen to like the color
of my skin, or the slant of my eyes,
or the shape of my cheek bones.

Neither have I hecard of anybody
starving in concentration eamps over
here,

Qur streets still ring with the
merry laughter of children at play.
They do not have to shoulder guns
from infancy, or be put to work in
factories doing the work of grown-
up men due to the shorlage of adult
labour,

They can laugh and play and sing,
So can I a

I ean ettend molion picture shows
any time I wish. I can hold or go to
any meeting at will. I can state my
views and beliefs honestly and sin-
cerely without having to fear a tap
on my shoulder from a member of
the secret police.

My flower beds or backyard gar-
den have not been dug up to make
bomb-proof shelters, or black ecloth
draped over my windows, or sand-
bags piled high on my front porch.

I do not have to work or sleep
with one eye on the sky and one
ear cocked for air raid warnings.
I do not have to live in constant
dread of a bomb ripping my house
and killing or maiming my loved
ones.

No, there hasn't even been a black-

out here in America.

I envy no other people or other
form of government, for I know I am
living in the best place on earth, My
democratic government is the envy
of the world.

My government is not perfect, It
has its defects. It has its graft, its
corruption, its failings. But with all
its defects and its shortcomings, it
still remains the best form of govern-
ment ever devised by man.

That is my country, But with all
that, my God is still mightier than
my country or my government.
That is a comforting thought.

Yes, I am an American, and 1 am
proud that I am an American.

And as an American, 1 will hold
fast to faith in my country, protect
and defend it, and never forget that

good. You can do better than that.
GOD SAVE THE KING! \
i —~Col. H. E. Lyons..‘

Cambie Station, o




