


CONFIDENTIAL

MEMORANDUM TO THE INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON REGIONAL PLANNING.

Jurildiotion-

THE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

When British Columbie entered into the Union of the Provinces
under the B, N. A, Act, the Dominion of Canade undertock to zsssume
the protection and encouragement of the fisheries and to defray the
expenses of same, These fisheries were largely an unknown entity
at that time. The Province of British Columbia, by the terms of
union, thus relinquished control of one of its most important natural
resources. Whether the result of this loss of control has been in
the best interest of British Columbia is debateble and need not be
argued here but it might be well to point out that the development
of British Columbia's fisheries has taken place largely from the
standpoint of the national economy, rather than from the standpoint
of what the effect of such development might be on the more restricted
regional economy. As the dominant nationsl economic interests are
largely centered in eastern Canada, the development of British Columbia's
fisheries from that standpoint has not always been in the best interests
of the Province's fisheries. As an example, attention might be directed
to the Fraser River salmon fishery which deteriorated very largely on
account of a partial blockade on the Fraser River, due to the building
of the Canadian National Railway. Had the control of its fisheries
rested in Provinecial authority, there is no doubt but what sufficient
pressure could have been exercised to have had the obstruction removed

before such extensive damage had been wrought,

The halibut fishery of Hecate Strait and Dixon Entrance rightfully




veluss are, in many ocases, quite high and refleot the influence of
the war and high prices generally., It should cleso be mertionod thet

the figures reprosenting the guantity of fish ceught and lended sre
the smounts of raw fish o8 landed by the fishersmen and 4o not telke into

consideration the waste which ccours ia converting the rew fish into
the finished product. On the other hand, the figsures represonting
markoted value reprosent the emounts sctually received, not by the

fishermen, but by the freezer, canney, or other processuy.

Pishing Licences Under the Specisl Fishery Regulstions for British Columbis, which
regulations are made by Federel Ordor-ineCouncil under the asuthoprity of
tho Federel Fishories 4ot, nearly every kind of fishing in British Cole
uiblie requires a licence (300 copy of the Special Fishery Regulstions
for Dritish Columbia sppended hereto,) Table Mv. XI shows the number
end kind of fishing licences oparsted in Britlél Columbia in 1041, It
will be noted that no licence is required to fish halidut, Helidut
veascls, however, are required to reglster with the Internstions) Fisheries
Commission, as this Commission is responsidle for the mroduotion and oone
servation of Pacifio helidut under suthority of e treaty bLetween Caneda
and the United Statoa.

In Teble Mo, II it will be noted that the fourth column frem the
left is headed "Othors.” The numbers appearing under this heeding refer
Y0 Japenose, while the next column heeded "Jap-i.S." indicetos Japanose
returned soldiors who fought in the Conadian Army oversess in World Fap
i« The totels appearing et the bottom of the colunns in Teble Ho, I

indicate the sumber of licenses issued but As not naoossarily moan




Vessels & Boats

that there were that many fishormen amployod, In the cnse of white

snd Indien fishormen, these ere allowod as meny licences as thoy may
desire. Yor inatance, & man may oporete a selnon gillenst for pert

of the seapon, go sslnon-trolling for pert of the seeson and later on
may bve ongeged on & horring purso-seins. In that case he would be
rogquired to have throe licehoes., This does not apply, however, in the
case of liconces to Japunese, Japansse, up until the ond of the 1641
fishing sosson, wore not pomitted more thun one kiand of licence end
before that licenco wes lssued, the Jepanese making enplication was re-
guired to be a Spitish sublect, alther by birth or msturelizstion,

The year 1941 wus the last year in which Japancee engsged in fishing in
Zritish Columbia, Uo fer as I am aware, thers is no nsans of knowing

the aotuael number of mon engaged in fishing, as the Federal Depertument

of Fisheries, which issuce the licences, does not record the anumbder of
iicences that may Lo lssuel to a fiskermen, In the csme of whites and
indiens, boeesuse of the seagonal nature of much of the fishing in Dritish
Columbia, it 1s felt that quite & large mmber of fishermen hold more than
one kind of llvence.

Table No. II1 shows the number of vossels and boats 'angageﬂ in
catehing and landing “ritish Columbie's fisherics production in 1941,
tere again 1t is felt that there is reseon to beliove that sone Supli-
cation ocours. It is known that some vessels fishing halibut in the
ourly part of the season later change over to salmon fishing and some may
even change ageain to the horrihg fishory in the winter time, Trolling
boats very often troll for part of the swason and then ongase in zille

netting for e short time, later going back again to trollins. In the
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TARLE SHOWING NUMBER AND KIND OF FISHING LICENCES

Variety of Licence

Salmon Trap-net
Salmon Drage-seine,
Selmon urse-seine,
Selmon Gill-net
Selmon Trolling,
Asst, Selmon Gill-net,
Glp‘h- Salmon sﬂm..
Asst. Salmon Seine,
Cod,

Crab,

Grayfish,
Miscellaneous,

Smell Dagger,

Smelt,

Pilehard Purse-seline,
Capt. Pilchard-seine
AB8BL. Pilehard-ﬂﬂiﬂﬂ’
Herring Pound,
Herriag Purse-seine,
Herring Gillenst,
Capt, Herring Seine
Asst, Hming Seine
Capt, Hal. boat for bait
Capt., Tune ioat,
Asst, on Tuna Doat

¥haling permits
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8,603 3,586 2,053 51 184 14,417
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