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agriculture & Land Settlement

2 (Further Analysie

| s = LOOT-WAR REDABILITATION COUNCIL
Plens & Proposals) A R —

Reference Sub jeet sheet Nunber
LARD SETP?LREEMENT POLICY - Continued

17 LAND CLEARING - use of Japanese 1
91 LAND CLEARING - Minimum Unit 160 Acres 11
127 LARD CLEARING « Logzed off lands 17
Sl LAND CLEARING -« by machinery 22
86 LANRD CLEARING -~ by Government on lonz term loan 23
o7 LAND CLEARING - by Hoad machinery 24
72 LAKD CLEARING - Limit of $30600,00 by Federal Government 25
315 LAND CLEARING - Wasteland Kimberley Area L5
325 LAND CLSARING - low cost land Creston L5

SETTLEMENT OF VETERANS (Policy under Veterans' Land Act )

85 PRE~-SETTLESENT Training (also 31,76,95,32,33,232,285) 5

20 CORFINE to experienced farmers (also 90,127,215,222,226, 7
232,341 ,285,338)

21,345 Uce of Pensioners' Land for Veterans of this ¥ar. 8

39 BESTRICT influx of Veterans to British Columbia 13

108 GUARANTEED income for first two ysars. 15

142-144-196=306 OPPCSED to land settlament ae rehabilitation measure. 17

149 MIXED communitids of soldiers and civilians 18
157=336 SUPERVISION by trained agriculturists 18
32 - 112 DURINION-PROVINCIAL Training farms for Veterazans 21
189 SMALL holdings for Veterans. 216

brainage & ¥Flood Control)

38 - 39 SIMILEAMKEN Valley - Caweton Area 19
05 PITT Meadows 21
323 KCOTENAY Flats 43
251,250,258 OEKANAGAYN Lake 43
255 ELLIS Creeks, Peanticton Area bds
315 CRANBROOK - Kimberley 45
311 GOLDEN, Windermere 43
337 = 342 PEMBERTON Area 53
256 - 257 PENTIETON - West Bench Indian Reserve. 22

147 KZLOWNA - West shore, beach lands. b




The Advisory Conmittee on Agriculture and
Settlement begs to report as follows:

That the Dominlion Govermment hes not ye

Act, 1942," nor have Advisory Committees bLeen
Provinces,

Until this is done, and an agreement reached =s
between the Dominion and Provinelsl Governments it will be
difficult to proceed along definite lines.

Under the Soldlers Settlement Act, 1919, there were
11,131 epplications for loans in British Columbia, 5,734 of
uhieh were granted, Of these 797 have been pald off and 960
are still in the scheme, which mesns that about 50% were more
or less succesaful.

Under the 1942 Voocational Training plaen the 50%
who did not adapt themselves s0 well should be eliminated
during the trial yeer, estimating the proportion of misfits
es the same as after the last war,

This war, being more highly mechanized, should leave
us with more mechanies to provide work for and proportionately
fewer farmers.

One can only gueéess at the number who will want to
g0 on the land, but it should be estimated in British Columbla
8t not less than 12,000, of whom probebly 6000 will quallfy
to come under the Veterans Land Act, 1942,

To provide each of thesze with 160 acres would recuire
980,000 acres of land, Some, of course, will reguire smaller
hﬂldinsﬂ .

' 3 : It 18 strongly recommended that only land which hes

; been soil-surveyed and reported on favorably, especlally as

' regards possible avallable water supply, be allotted To re-
turned soldliers.

At present, soil surveys have been made in the
Fraser Valley, most of which lend was slienated from the Crown
years agoj Centrel British Columbia, from Prince George to
Vanderhoof; part of Vancouver Island and part of the Okansgen
vulﬂy.

000,000 acres heve been soll-surveyed in Cemntral
British Columbia this year, but reports on this survey and
that of previous years will not be availeble for some time.
There is considerable mapping to be done bhefore the date goes
to Ottawa for printing.

There are no large sareas of arable land in this
Province, 25 we have on the Prairies and in parts of Ontarlc
end Quebec, except perhaps pert of the Pence River couniry
and in Central British Columbla.

A general survey shows that only two per cent of the
area of British Columbia can be descoribed ae agricultural lend.
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Agricultural settlement in British Columbia in the
past hixs been largely the result of mining, railroed, and
industrial development,

Established fruit production has resulted in the
Okanegen and to a smaller extent in the Kocotenays, and
dairying and mixed farming in the Fraser Veslley, but British
Columbiae cannot be descoribed in a general sense as sn agri-
cultural country.

Its sgrioculturel development has been and will be
largely contingent on industrial development,

Hovever, seversal thousands of returned soldiers will
be bound thet they will teke up fearming in this Frovince and
we must provide Tor them as best we can, under the provisions
of the Federsl "Veterans Land Act, 1942,

There wvere three reasons Tor fallure under the lend
settlement schemes following the last wayr,

They weret- Foor land; the wrong men on the land,
end high prices for land - at that time we had {2.00 wheat,.

The prime necessity ls good lsnd snd a soll survey
provides the beast gulde for successful settlement.

i1t is understood that, under the present scheme,
lend will be selescted by the Director of Scoldier Settlement
or his reprezentatives.

1t 1s recommended that vaceant Crown lands within the
Province be grented to the Director of Soldisr Settlement free
of charge. This will 2llow the meximum credit to the scldier
in preparing the lend end erecting buildings.

Under the Federal Vocationel Training Plen, which
helps support & retumed man for 52 weeks while he is train-

ing es a farmer, most of the wrong men should be eliminsted.

it 18 suggested that those in charge of Experimental
Farms} Distriet Agriculturists snd Horticulturists snd Govern-
ment Agents list the fammers in their districts who cen take
care of voationel trainees and report on their suiltability.

3inee the paasing of the Federal Veterans Land Act
isnd prices in some areas have been and are rising. Thiz is
one of the headaches of the Director of Soldier Settlement,
% 1% may De essumed that meny of the mistakes after the last
war will this time be avoided.

1f only soil-surveyed lands cre considered, the
sreas are limited end it will be necessary to carry ocut mueh
more extensive soil surveys, a work for which there are very
Tew gualified men in the Province at the present time, nor
will there be many more vhen the war is over.

91X sdditionel parties would be necessary to cover
the balance of Centrsl British Columbie in 1942 and a further
8lx perties ocould be used elsevhere in the Province,

it 15 recommended thet settlement be permitted only
(:;n areoes already served with roads snd schools; that merketing
of Tferm products be esteblished on a basis that will ensure
tc the producer a falr snd proper share of the consumer's
doller; that, where clearing is necessary it be done by machines,
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venienwly crop without hired help, the remeinder of the timbe
being left for use and timber cultivation.

but tl"‘ﬂb only as muoch leand be cleared oa tThe saettler osn ocm--)
'
It 18 assumed that each settler will meke hlis own
arrengements with the Director of Soldlier Settlement in re-
gard to buildings end with his neighbors in regard to joint
use of implements, the latter a very thomrny problem which i=s
usually & severe tezt of humen nature,

Marketing will depend largely on the production of
erops suitsble to the district and in general demand in oute
side merkets. Such work 1s a continual study by Distriet
Agriculturists and guldance of the settler in this regard
should bDe left in the hends of the local official,

It is reconmended thet, as an adjunct to Land
Settlement Rehabilitation, the Agricultural Club work carried

on smongst the young be expanded even to Decoming part of the
reguler school education, as it 1s felt that everything pos-
sible should be done to foster an interest in farming amongst
the boys end zirls of school age s0 that they may stay on the
land 2nd become efficient agrioculturists,

The proposals pleced before the Committee have
been segregated into Districts and submitted to the District
Agriculturists sad Hortioculturists for report,

The proposals have also been segregated, as per the
attached statements, into those which &re considered metters
of Federel pollicy, snd metters which are elready within the
scope of existing Provinciel Government Departments, sueh as
what crops may be produced in given areas,

Iltem 107 -
Page
20

Regarding the propossal of Frineipal Kiinck that
soll-survey end climetic data on file in the Departments be
collated by members of the University staff, the Hon, the

Minister of Agriculture has appointed ¥r, C, C, Kelly to
carry out this work,

Lends owvned by Jepanese in British Columbia heve
been placed under the control of Mr, Gordon Murchison,
Director of Scldier Settlement at Ottawa under the 1819 Act,

A copy of the report on the Guelph Conference on
the Conservation of the Natural Resources of Ontario was

secured snd & precis of its contents submitted to each
member.

The chief proposal was the aprointment of a Com~
mission to study every phase of land use end conservation

and to 20t in en advisory cepacity %o the offieclals of the
various Departments,

A permanent secretary was eppolinted snd an office
opened in Toronte in February last, but the Commission has
not yet been appointed,

The ntario Department of Lands and Forests carried
out an investigation last summer over & small area near rort
Hope, but the report is not yet avellable,

Iltems 54 &
87
Page

oo

Regarding the proposal to lower the level of
Lillooet Leke snd carry out en extensive reclamation scheme

at Pemberton Meadows, Mr, George Spence, Director of He-
habilitation, Federsl Department of Agriculture, Regina, Jask.,
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nas been collecting data on this project for some time for
the Dominion Government.

Over twenty years ago, dr, E, A, Cleveland was
asked by a syndicate to report on such a2 scheme, but, after
preparing plans and meking soll teasts, some difficulty =arose
end the project was dropped,
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Mr, Cleveland has sent his plens to iy, Spence at

Rﬁmll

The proposel to cultivate blueberrieas on the peszt
lands in the Fraser Valley has had the full support of of-
ficlels of the Department of Agriculture and is progressing.

The Superintendent of Lands and the Surveyor-Genersl
reported to the Committes thet an exemination of en area of
7000 sores a2t Seymour Amm had been made as it kad been sug-
gested £s & sultable ares for soldier settlement.

1t wes Tfound that there was not suffiecient arsbhle
land in the earea to warrant & scll survey being mnde.

The 2o0il survey reports of Measrs, felly and Farstad
end the economiecs report of My, ¥ulholland covering an area

in Central British Columbia are swvaited and should prove velu-
able vhen ready.

it 18 recommended thet the rebate of $500.00 on
lend purchased froum the Land Sattlement Board by B, C. en-

lizted soldlers in tne last war be extended to B, C., enlisted
men in the present war,

All of which 1s respectfully submitted.

Chairmen

Aoting Secretery
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I  demanded; the land is & heritage to be developed. Utilization of
SR organic westes, sclentific feedlng of stock on home-grown produets
Eemsene and systematiec erop rotation are essential if our agricultural

T8S0Uurces are to be E-}I'Gnlﬂr'\'[}li 1or '.'_;(_};31_}%,_*?-E_-!;.--I,.-
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B ing the oream of the rural population has left the land for the more
py o lucrative urben centres, thuws reducing the ality of ]

e pe must be made sul'ficiently attractive X

type of settler, The growing tenmpo of modern
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- B Settlement in the past has been too hap-hazard. lany home
o are so isolated that the provision of public services is |
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& e and people are reduced to & primitive existence. Such se

G | | ed Individualism inconsistent v :
- BEAALY invariably develops & ineonsistent with sooi
A co=-operation, Central British Columblaé has never been Lhickly
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S B enough settled to attract the professional classes and sl Tk
L essential to a rfull community life, With planned setiiement & uUOL
A O DLAnNe

ot S of doctors, dentists and nurses could be provided, 1=
R ce~erdinatian between government departments has resul
Y e settlements deficient in one or more esgsential publle services
L is my suggestion thet future setllements should result #

b
-
3

e plan whereby self-sufficing comrunities, integrated 1In s bo inion
e Frovineisl wide seheme, would include a gquota of professional worie:
;- e and craftsmen and the fnstitutions necessary to well-being an -

i' %ﬁi; ZETre3B .
' §;% While regimentation, dastrua&lvg cf*;;iﬁif}§f- né 'f; e Spe
o SR should be avolded, the grouping of selected setilers ol raclisl-com-

. patibility would seem desirable, Backward pecples, unlikely tc be
g assimilated, and those of extreme religlous and fﬂ%l?iiﬂ% cults
S should have no part in the scheme, Democracy lmplles freedom within
35 the 1limits of soeisl co-operation, Central furopeans and “ii:?l;j
A who have settled here in recent decades still retain thelr racicl
;EE characteristiecs and customa, 3ettlers who are nov agssimilated
iz inveriably asct &s & brake on general progress.

o Village communities admit of economical provision of puolic
5o services and supervisiocn, They should be located on :}EESH :*qfﬁ
- by government offieials working in co-cperating, 5%%+1”ﬁf¢.“*ﬂ“fF,_”
"Ei gr&garicus gnd scldlers and industrisl Uﬁrﬂcrf, ﬁccu?foﬁgu v ;L;-+ ..,
< will require it in post-war reconastruction. b?'ﬁﬁﬁfﬂkiGJ'iT‘Thm SET

e of labour and machinery promotes efflclency and greater lelsure
S Centres of resasonable size admit of amenities which, by
S an outlet for leisure, mske rural life more attractive,
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To be Successful, settlement should aim at the malntenance of
settlers from the lana they acquire. To ensure this expert assis-
tance will be needed in the cholice of farm lands. The nucleus of a
home and some cleared land should be prepared before actual settle-
ment. The struggle to build a home and hew out a holding by primitive
methods before starting actual cultivation should not be expected of
those who have given their prime to their country's service. Machine
clearing and drainage should be made avallable. Most men will require
& period of adjustment on return to peace time occupations. This
period might well be cccupled in preliminary work and instruction.

War compensation might take the form of publie assistance in such
msasures.,

HOMES

domes should be constructed from prepared plans ensuring
health, sanltation and convenience, but allowine for modifications
to sulit individual preferences. The average settler-built home is
neither aesthetlic nor economie. Among returned men needing employ-
men will be architects and craftsmen. The provision of publie
accommodation and comaunity buildings will also absorb labour.

The establishment of accessible industrial plants for processing
of products of the area should be considered. A prosperous farming
population, demanding improved living conditions, is the manufac-
turer's best customer. It may not be possible to bring rural youth
‘back to the land but it may be possible to retain them by establish-
ing a measure of industry in their midst. Mills, abbatoirs, and
canning plants may be mentioned. A woolen industry has poessibilities,
and seeds, sugar beet, and flax should be investigated.

The foregoing may appear visionary. Experience has shown that
when the occasion demands, funds are obtainable. The cessation of
hostilities willl leave 2 mew erisis in which rehabilitation will be
& vital problem. After the lsst war the fruits of victory were
allowed to slip through our fingers. Ve cannot afford to discecon-
tinue the sacrifices we are making for immediate security until a
sound foundation for the reconstruction of society has been bdbuilt.
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