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IN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENCE
ARMY

Headquarters, Pacific Command, ; .; |
Vietaria,. B.C.,. . November.24.,...194.1... e

Hono ToDo Pattullo,K.C., e ':_”' -. 3 \ ‘l ,
Prime Minister of British Columbia, PR V&
| Parliament Buildings, { A6 ¢\ , f ?
| Victoria, B.C. { NOV 25 1041 i R e e
Dear Mr. Prime Minister: N =R UV 5
' S
Many thanks for your letter of the 22nd 5 g

November, in which you state that your government
would have no objection to the enlistment of Japanese
Canadian-born, provided they are sent out of the
province as soon as possible.

| 9 I do not propose to take any definite

| steps in this regard until one is in a better posi-
tion to know what will be the result of the discus-
Eions between the Japanese and American governments
at Washington.

Yours sincerdly,
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Right Honourable W. L. Mackenzie King,
Prime Minister of Canada,

Cttawa, Ont.

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I am enclosing for your information
copy of letter forwarded today to Major-Ceneral
R. 0. Alexander.

I beg to remein,

Very faithfully yours,
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‘Neajor-Ceneral R. 0. Alexander,
G‘. .C o""in"'Co’ I’acifio Cmrld.
Work Polint Barracks,
ESQUINALT, B. C.
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Dear Gegneral Alexander:

1 have a note dbefore me as follows:
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"Hajor-General Alexender had interview with
My, Y:hit.takar:

Wanted to know whet the stand of the Pro-
vinclal Covernment would dbe with reference to enlist-
ment of Canadlan-born Japanese in the Army. Seaid they
bad only enlisted about three, but a considerable
number would like to enlist. Men of Cermand and
Italian descent born in Canada are enlisted and are
drafted for compulsory service in Canada. Japenese
have not been drafted.

. States that enlisted Japanese would be moved
overseas or to eastern Canade as soon as possible s0
that in the event of war with Japan they would not
present any problem on this Coast.

Definite instructions on this matter would
have to come from Ottewe, but Ottawa would like to
know how the Provincial éovormmt feels."”

I advised Ottawa that our Province was opposed
& %0 enlisting Japanese on the ground thet they would subse-
B guently claim the right to vote. The Cermans and Italians
= who are British subjects already have that right.

. After the last war, some fifty-five Japanese
"British sublects who had bdeen in the war, were given the right
o vote in British Columbia.

In giving this matter further consideration,
it would seem that the Japs who are British subjects who
enlist, will be doling so0 knowing thet they have not now the
right to vote., What status they may enjoy on thelr return
perhaps should best be left to ecuthority existing at that time.
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withdrew any ob of the G

sovernment
born, Provided that t» tment of Japanese Cmadigm
| as possible, ' out of the srovince as

g 8 copy of this letter to the
igaga, but do not think that anything
giving it general publication.

Very falthfully yours,
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November 18, 1941.

MRI«General Alexander had interview with Mr. Whittaker

Wanted to know what the stand of the
Provincial Government would be with reference to
enlistment of Canadian-born Japanese in the Army.
Said they had only enlisted about three, but a
considerable number would like to enlist. Men
of German and ltalian descent born in Canada are
enlisted and are drafted for compulsory service
in Canada. Japanese have not been drafted.

States that enlisted Japanese would be
moved overseas or to eastern Canada as soon as
pocsible so that in the evemt of War with Japan
they would not present any problem on this Coast.

Definite inspructions on this matter would
have to come from Ottawa, but Ottawa would like

to know how the Provincial Government feels.




