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Legislative Apsanbly
Provinge of B.C.

Ty April, 1942,

& ~ Post-wer ar;n:.nxuuon Couneil,

ﬁ!’lﬂlm'ﬂﬂx fany thanks your letter of
_JMareh iﬁ asiking for suggestions in regard 1o postewar

oot which has suggested itself to sany of us
dnilicamewn valley, is the opening up of the southern
that valley below Cuwston by a Provineisl government
and lands scheme similar to that of the Sonbhern
lands Project. Hr, J., Hitehis of Kerensos visited me
Osoyoos y day with regerd to this seheme, and in an
aboration of 1%, ke hes suggested that & suitebly supervised
caap of Japanese be ostablished at Cawston %0 ereel the irrige-
i irks, and to fabricate their own pipes of cament on ths
ts Wore this project completed hefore the var ends, Lr.
tohie's suggestion was that the Japanese be anployed to raise

' . sesd, csunswy Somatoes and other necessaries perticularly for

the ovarsems narkeb. Any profit accraisg from bhe sale of this

produce & be used to pay off the capitel luvestuent, The
i would be of course that the Japenese would be

5 ey after the war, aud that the lands tuen

Tigation be included in & soldier settlement

in Vanoouver asd Vietoria this wesk, and
Ltapt %o see you to axplaln sors fully

¥eolubilitation generally, I feel very
fundanental than patehing will have

fabrie if our re-adjustuant to pacifie
adequate fram the point of view of the

i?s:::uuon of our potential coususer goods supply on the basis
ot n .




the provinee can scsomplish by its own sndemvour is
wtrictly limited secessarily, but it dose seem to me that
Bight very well begin progrossively to assune control of our
g utilition ~ particularly light and powsr - an: our
Fesources. I sn confident thab if privete firms cen
o $0 their profit, o ean bhe state., 7The additional
p avaiiable $o consolidnied revenue might very well
in providing employment Shrough essentisl public works
tex of puwer devalopsents; lorest rehabilitation;
finanoed prospecting partiss; roads, ote,

mmw‘u of ponme use %0 you and with
ﬁnﬁcmu& of the work of the Gouseil,

Iu.
Yours yory sincersly,

¥ Dernayd G. Webber !
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Veterans! Land Act,

Administered by field Supervisors and assessors of The Soldiers?*
Settlement Board throughout the Province, assisted by Regional
Advisory Committees,

The Board is chiefly concerned now with establishing machinery
for post-war Settlement: is not in a hurry to give men now
being discharged from service in Canada preference in choice
over men now serving overseas,

The Board estimates some 8,000 veterans, having 2 years or more
farm experience, hawesome intention of farming in B, C. after the
war, (From questionnaire of 340,000 Service men)

Majority demand of veterans is for small holdings, within
reasonable distance of industries, for homes and partial security
in unemployment,

Chosen districts for this purpose are lower Fraser Valley,
Vancouver Island, Okeanagan and Kamloops, but any suitable lands
accessible to industries will be of interest,

For full-time farming five areas tributary to C. N. Ry., Pringe
George, Vanderhoof and Bulkley Valley towns, are receiving
attention, because Dominion-Provincial soil and other surveys
have disclosed extensive undeveloped arable lands,

has been provided with status of ownership in these

The Board has selected two blocks of vacant

about 50 acres cleared, buildings, fences, ete, on each,
This project is regarded as experimental,

Board officials had the impression that the general reserve on
vacant Crown lands is to be maintained until after the war so
that returning veterans may have opportunity for individual

selection of areas, They also were expecting further definition
of suitable areas by B. C.

Present policy is to concentrate on buying private farms because

(a) For small holdings there is little suitable vacant

Crown land accessible to industries:

(b) for full-time farms it is believed the cost of clearing
and buildings on raw lands wil) exceed cost of buying existing
farms:

(e) for either purpose development of raw land will involve
more delay: .
(d) of 26,000 gesupled farms in B, 0. (1941) there are 7,400

farmed by men aged ovep 60 (2,000 over 70) many of whom
have no family Successor,

There is some fear that enough farms may not be obtainable at
satisfactory prices ( reported average price increase already
This may later cause more attention to clearing raw




(2)

It is respectfully suggested ;-

that the Board bve officially
ropose to interfere with

(2) That all reasonable requests for informatio

n at Victoria
and in Government Agents?'

offices in districts concerned, with
regard to ownership, soil or other relevant surveys, and search of

title in Land Registry Offices be freely granted the V. L, A. officials, IHI ........
(3) After the first selection of vacant Crown land by the l.

Board, and after lifting the general reserve, that the offer of ....l

free land still apply to applications by, or on behalf of, veterans

8 for a reasonable period after the war,

(4) That undeveloped lands applied for by the Board under this ...l”“
free offer be held in reserve, but only conveyed to the Board, lot I-........
by lot, as the Board notifies the Province of its intention to ) i
s o N
(5) 1In order to avoid undue interference with other disposition I...

of Crown lands, that a limit be placed on the period during which

lands selected by the Board will be held in reserve without
development -

; say for three years after the war

(6) That the Province keep in close toue
of the Board, and study the effects of
land policies, agriculture, fishing,
the general social and economic posit

h with the activities
its operations on Provincial
public works, education, and

communities,

[ ] (7) That further investigation be made
developments in the eve

Farms Rehabilitation Ac

as to possible
nt of the application of the Dominion "Prairie
t" to British Columbia,
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January 26th--27th 1944, '.. ...=-..l

. S Eon P rerTT
Tuesday, January 25th I --

- -

10300 asme = 12:30 pam. Assemble Hotel Vancouver,
Opening remarks by the Chairmane
Some aspects of Provincial Government!'s
rehabilitation plans =~ Mr. F.D. Mulholland,
Provincial Lands Department.
Rehabilitation legislation as pertaining to

Department of Pensions & National Health - .........l
R I...........

2115 pems = 5:15 p.m. Relationship between Small Holdings and

Industry = Mr. E,E. Carncross.
E Qualifications and training.

Land purchase,

Leases,

Duties of Regional Office Committees;

Discussions by Regional Office Committee members.

Wednesday, January 26th

el

10:00 asme = 12:30 p,m. Operational program V.L.A. for 1944,

Regional Offices and staffs.

Training of new field staff (short courses),
Transportatioh problems.,

Forms ar stationery,

Insurance and collections,

™o
ol
(4]

Pele = 5:15 p.m, Soldier' Settlement policy.

Questions and answers.

—

Thurs:glhuggpuary 27th

- —— -

10!00 Balily = 12330 p.nh

Farm economics in relatlion o' VileAs =
Dea»rl F-I-'I. Clenent, U!B.C.
Re~=establishment of fishermen under VelieAe =

Najor J.A. Motherwell, Chiof Inspector of
Fisheries,

2:15 p0m| el 5:15 p.m.

Soil Surveys = Dr. D.G. Laird, U.B.C,
Mr. Farstad, U.B.C.
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e Able R, L, Maitland, X. C,,
Attorney-Gencral,

HIILDIITG‘S. Jal’lu-‘-tl‘y 2£\>’ 19“?.4.

On January 6, the Premier received a letter from Mr, G. Murchison,
Director of the Soldier Settlement and Veterans' Land Act, with reference
to registration fees with respect to the transfer of land under the Soldier
Settlement Act.,

This letter was brought to the attention of the Minister of Lands
who advised us on Jamuary 13, that since the matter came under the provision
of the "Land Registry Act™ he had referred lir, Murchison's letter to you for ........
attention, \ :

I am now enclosing copy of a letter from Mr., W. K. Chandler, Legal I....-...
Adviser of the Soldier Settlement and Veterans' Land Act,with reference to
that communication, Apparently, there is some urgeney for action in connecs= l. . .....
tion therewith, It, therefore, would be appreciated if you could look into |
this matter and advise lir, Chandler direct, i. ......

Secretary, l........




YOUR FILE NO

SOLDIER SETTLEMENT ane VETERANS' LAND AcT

PLEASE QuOTE

Vencouver, B.C. January 27th, 1944,

The Private Secretary of the Premier of British Columbia,

Parliament Buildings, _
Vietoria, B.C.

Dear Sir: L

I enclose you a copy of a letter which our
Director wrote to the Premier on January 2nd regarding a con-
cession with regard to legal fees on the transfer of properties
to the Director, The Veterans' Act, for the purpose of settling
returned men from this war on the land under the provisions of
that Act. I had word from Head Office yesterday that the
Director had received no reply and unfortunately he is away
at the present moment.

I quite understand the burden of affairs
whieh press on the Premier at this particular time and I would
not like to bother him with a matter which is of little importance
to him, though it means a good deal to us. In the meantime, the
transfer of the Japanese properties in the Fraser Valley, which
we bought from the Custodian of Enemy Property, is held up in
the Land Registry Office at New Westminster because of some
question of fees. We are acquiring some more property from the
Custodian both on the Mainland and on Vancouver Island.

Might I invoke your assistance in looking
into this matter and bringing it to the Premier's attention if
you get an opportunity to do so. I am certain that the matter
will receive his favourable consideration and can be quickly
disposed of, if you will be good enough to assist me.

Yours truly,

Ak e anles

W.X. Chandler,
Legal Adviser.




" AIR MAIL Janvary 3rd, 1944,

The Honourable John Hart,
Premier of British Columbia,

VICTORIA, B.Coe

Dear Mr.Hart:

I understand there has for some years been an Order-in
Council of the British Columbia Government in effect providing that
land transfers under the Soldier Settlement Aot to the Soldier Settlement : I
Board or its successor, the Director, should only be liable for a
registration fee of $3.00, and the present seems to be an appropriate
time to request your favourable consideration of an extension of this
Order=in-Council to cover the purchases of land which will be made for
the purposes of the Veterans' Land Act,

By P.C.8526 of the 13th November 1943, being revised
regulations respecting trading with the enemy, and by Section 23 of those
regulations the appropriate officer under the land titles or registration
office shall forthwith, without charge, transfer the title of real estate
into the name of the Seoretary of State of Canada, As you are already
aware an arrangement was entered into some time ago under which I under-
took to purchase from the Secretary of State approximately 770 parcels of r
land formerly ocoupied by persons of the Japanese race who have been ‘ ; r
evacuated or intermed., When the titles to these lands passed to the ‘
Secretary of State no charges or registration fees were paid as provided
by the Order-in-Council above referred to. I am now advised, however,
that on the transferring of these titles from the Secretary of State to
the Director, the Veterans' Land Act, the Attorney General of British
columbia has instructed Mr.Stokes, the Registrar at New Westminster, that
the full ad valorem fees are to be paid by the Director. A few transactions
have been completed and a fee of $2,50 each has been paid, but if the full
rates, as referred to by the Attorney Gemeral, are to be paid the increase

in the registration fees will in the aggregate amount to quite a substantial
sum.

Because of the wvolume of current business passing through
the New Westminster Registration Office, including the land transactions in B
which this department is interested, there is stated to be some congestion -
this also doubtless results from shortage of help over which Mr.Stokes has
no control. In order to be of some assistance in this matter Mr.Barmet,our
Vancouver Superintendent, has agreed to lend to Mre.Stokes without charge the

services of & fully qualified clerk to assist in matters of detail relating
to this Japanese land purchase

In view of the foregoing I will greatly appreciate any
support you may see fit to give me towards the continuance of the arrange=-
ment first above referred to.

Yours faithfully,
"G.Murchison"
GMsFK Director.
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Menorastum fox the Hon. Jomn Hart, ]

Premier

My dear Colleague:

With reference to your memorandum
of the 13th inst. enclosing letter from Mr. G. Murchi-
son, Director of the Soldier Settlement and Veterans'
Land Act, in regard to registration fees with respect
to the transfer of land under the Soldier Settlement
Act. As the matter referred to is one which comes un-
der the provision of the Land Registry Act, I have re-
ferred the letter in question to the Attorney-General
to be dealt with in accordance with your request.

Faithfully yours,

i

3
.
T s e e

)
= >




Honourable A, W. Gray,

Minister of Lands,

BUILDINGS, January 13, 1944,

I am enclosing herewith a letter from Nr. G, furchison,
Director of the Soldier Settlement and Veterans' Land Act, with
reference to registration fees with Trespect to the transfer of
land under the Soldier Settlement Act.

7

I would appreciate your.giving this matter your attention
and letting me have your recommendation in connection therewith,

Please return Mr, Murchison's letter after perusal,




