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TWELFTH day of OCTOBER , in
NINTH year of the Reign of our Bovcril “L‘&'i-‘il“!h “King, before
HERBERT ASHBY , gentleman, one of the Coroners for

m Lord the King, for the COUNTY OF CARIBOO aforesaid, upon the view of the

SATARO MATSUNMURA . , then and there and

witllm the jurisdiction of the said Coroner, lying dead, upon the oaths of

JAMES WARRINGTON. Foreman,
LESLIE CARLISILE MNUIR,.

SAMUEL ARCHIBAILD MUIR.

ADAM GARLISKI.

LAWRENCE CHAMBERS.

WILLIAM WAITE.

JOHN DOHERTY,
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Information of Witnesses.

CANADA: IN THE MATTER OF THE DEATHS OF

SATARO MATSUMURA & KATSUJIRO MINAMIDE,
PROVINCE OF BRITISH COLUMBIA.

County of Cariboo,

To WiT:

INFORMATIONS of witnesses severally taken and acknowledged on behalf of our Sovereign

Lord the King, touching the death of SATARO . 'SUMURA & EATSUJIRO MINAMIDE

=

at Bralornme , in the of

in the County of Cariboo , on the twelfth day

of October , in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and forty five

before me, Herbert Ashby , one of His

Majesty’s Coroners for the said County, on an Inquisition then and there taken on view of the body
of the said SATARO MATSUMURA & KATSUJIRO MINAMIDE , then and there lying dead, as

follows, to wit:

Dr J.Brown, M.,D.
Swanston Gibson, Engineer,
George S.Blake, Truck driver,
Victor Morris Bryant. Truck driver.
Shintaro Yamashita, Truck driver,
Etsuji Morii, Commnity Chairman, Minto Japanese Community,
Fukuichio Suenaga, Logger.
Tatsumi Iwasa, Mill foreman.
John Macklin Deane, Constable, B.C.Provincial Pollice,
of  Bralorne and Minto , in the said County

Cariboo ' , being sworn, saith,




Dr, John Erown, BEralcrne, B, Cs, on being sworn, saidse
Coroner : You were called on the morning of Octcber 9th to attend an accidant®
A, Yes

At about what time? / 0

About 7:40 a.m.
You proceeded to the scene of the accident?
I arrived there about 8:30 a.m.
Will you tell the jury Jjust what you found?
When I arrived on the scene of the accident I fond a large wood truck lying
on its side about 30 feet oar so down a steep banks A few feet away from the
truck I found the body of a man who was Japanese and who was quite dead.
He had been dead for same little time before I arrived. He was lying about
eight or ten feet away from the truck. Examination showed a very severe

cerushing of the chest which would damage his lungs and heart and was
sufficient to cause immediate death.

Did you ascertain the name of the man?

I have his name but cannot pronounce i€,
Katsujiro Minamide was the nameY

Yosa,

He was removed to the gertmary at Draloarme?
The body was removed to Bralorne.

Subsequently, Doctor, ons of the injured men died in the Bralorme Hospital.
What was his namet Was it Sataro Matsumura?

Yes., I saw him at the Minto Hotel, not where the accident occurred. He was
taken up about a mils or a mile and a half and examined theres Thon I saw
signs of & broken neck with paralysis and loss of sensation, Ths condition
was an extremely serious one and I hadhim removed to Eralorne Hospital where
he died the following day at 2:30 pame The toupserature was 107, Xe-Ray
confirmed the diagnosis of broken neck,

Qe Just for the record, Doctor, what are your degreesy

A M.D, C.M,
Juryman ¢ How was the second man removed to Mintor

Coroner : We will try and fird out as we go alonge He was already there when
the doctor arrived,

Swanston Gibson, on being sworn, said:
Coroner $: What is your name¥
A+ Swanston Gibsons

Your occupation?

Mining Engineer.

You were requeated to meke a drawing of the scene of an accident on October
oth 4n which two Japanese lost their lives.

That is right,




Q You have that drawing with youy

8 e, Z/

Qe Do you certify that his is a true and correct representation of the scene of
the accident where the men lost their livesy

“ I dOO
The drawing was entered as "Exhibit A%.

On the Coroner's instruction, Mr, Gibson gave two copies of the drawing to the
Jury and gave a detailed explanation of tho drawing to ths Jjurye.

Coroner ¢ This stump you have marked here was down level with the road?
Mre Gibson ¢ Yess Flush with the road.

Qe Did that stump go way down in the road?

A Tes,

George S. Elake, on bsing swarn, saids

Coroner ¢ What is your full nameY

A. George S. Blakes

Qe Occupations

A. Truck driver,

Qe For wham do you lmrk_?

A. Neal Evans Transportation Compamye
On October 9th were you on the Bridge River Highway?
Jes.
Enroute to Bralorne¥
Yese.
Did you meet any truck én the road?
Yes.
At what placer
Just before I got to Minto Mines,
How far?
I suppose a quarter of a milee
At what time did you meet the truck?
I would say about ten after seven.
Did you pass him all rightx
Yos sir.
Qe You didn*t toueh him at all¥
A Yo sir,
Qe Was he still travelling on the road when you last saw himy

As To the best of my knowledge he wase When I passed him I pulled into the sides
It wasn't a dangerous place to pass, I caunght a view of the men on the truck,
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How many in the trucky
14 or 16 that I could see.

Have you any idea of the néz of the travel highway at the point you passed?

I would say about twenty feet,

How fast were you goings
About 15 miles an hour when I caught aight of them,
How far away from the other truck when you first saw them?

0o the highway where the accident occurred there is a corner and they had
Just came around that corner. I would say about 400 feeat.

You could see them about 100 yardsy

Yese.

Have you any idea what speed the other truck was travelling?

I couldn't saye. The dust was flying.
You have passed that place since then,

Yes sire

You have seen the truck?:

Y68 sir.

From the point where you passed that truck on the morning aof the accident,
how far is it to where it is now lying?

Mr. Deancand I were down there amd I showed him the place where I figured I
rassed him and I measured it and it was 135 feet from where I passed him,

It was 135 feet fran where you passed himy

Y68,

When did you first know there had been an accident?

I heard there had been an aceident when I was at B.R. Meats. 4 light delivery
drove in and we were commenting on the mail truck being late and wondering
what the trouble was, The Jaranese fram the light delivery came in and they

said one of their trucks had hit one of ocur trucks though nothing was said
about a serious accident. I stopped and unloaded same stuff at Congress and

Bert Marchant came up to me and told me about the accidemt at Goldbridge.

You are quite sure you did not touch that trueck?

A. Definitely.
Qe Was you truck examined for marks?

A. Mr., Dean examined it the day of the accident,
Juryman $ How far behind you was the mail trucky

4. About three minutes or soe.

Constable Deanes When you saw the truck in the rear view mirror were there any
people starding an the back?

A. All I could see was just a flash and I know there were men in the back of
the truck.

Was the sun shining at that particular time?

I don't know whether it was shining there. On the way up the sun would shine
occasionallye I do not think the sun shines on that place,

Did you have any difficulty seeing through the dusty Was there much dust
ahead of your :
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No,not very much. My dust would heve bothered thems

Would you say this man was driving along the shoulder when you met him and
he pulled out and gave you too much of the road?

I couldn's say. 5
How wide is the body of yl trueck? -

About seven feet. Very narrow bodye It would take 3 widths of a barrel.
Most trucks take four,

Victor Morris Bryant, on being sworn, said:

Coroner ¢ Your full name?

e

Qe

Victor Morris Eryante.

Occupation?

Truck driver,

You are employed by the Evans Transportation Company?

That is right.

On the morning of October 9th were you driving the mail truck on the
Bridge River Highwaey? ’

Yoese

Befare reaching Minto Mines did you see a truck in the ditch?

168,
Were there many people around it?
Four or five an the road and quite a few scattered in the bush around the truck.

When you saw this, what did you do¥

I £irst saw the four or five on the road. Some were bloodye I stopped and
down the road I could see the truck with the rest of the Japanese seattered
in the bush. Some were quite bloody and seemed to be quite dazed. I went
down to the truck to see if there was anybody bedly injured and there were

several pimned under the truck. Samsbody suggested I hook my truck to the
other truck and pull it off the Jepanese. I didn't want to as I could see it

would probably mutilate the ones underneath.

What did you dov

I went and got a jack and put it under the truck and started to jack it up.
Bert Marchant came along and we were able to jack it up .

After you Jacked it up you toock the body out, do you recollect?

We took out two or three anmi the one who was dead we took out last,

Did you know this man was dead?

No. I toock him out and felt his pulse and started to give artificial
respiration but his body was in bad condition and I thought it would do more

harm than good so I stopred.

Did any of the people around the truck say amything to the effect that an
Evans truck had hit them.

No. Somebody did say that cme had passed them. Some of them did not know
whether I was the truck or note.

Did anybody cme from up the road to help when you were there?
Just Bexrt Marchant,
I mean from the Minto side.

There was & truck on the road but whether anybody came down to help or not
I aonldn'_t 88Y ¢




Could you estimate the number of men gathered around?
A Offhand I would say thirty.
After you rendered what first aid could you oontinued en your journeyw

They didn'¢ know whether they had got the phone message throughe I went
down to Minto stare and found they had.

Qe Who made the telephons call?
A I do not know,
Constable Champion, R.C.M.P. ¢ Japeanese are not allowed to use the phone,

Coroner : The evidence shows very little time was lost in getting the message
through,

Coroner ¢ The 30 men there. Some may have got out by truck from Minto?

Mr. Sryant ¢ I was the only truck on the rced so there couldn't have been any
fram Minto but there was a tmuck on the road after I had gone back
to my truck the third time,

Constable Deans ¢ About how long do you estimate you were behind the first truck?
A. About five minutes.
Qe Nothing like a half hoursy
Ad. Yo.
Qs Wherecabouts under the truck was the body of this man lying?
A. Near the rear wheel,
Q¢ Was the head tm the river and was he on his face?

A On his face and head towards the river. The rack was on his body and
another man's leg across his body.

Qe What part of the truck was touching him?

A. The rack.

Qe Were there same 2% x 12" planks? Were they underneath?
Ao They were touching him,

Qe IYou say the head was toward the rivert

4. That's right.

Arthur Nishi Guchi, Interpreter, was duly sworn.

Shintaro Yamashita, on being sworn, gave evidence in Japansse which was translated
into English by the interpreter.

Coroner 2 The name is Shintaro Yamashita?

———

A Yes sir.

Qe What is your accupation?
Before the war or at present?
Present,

Truck divers
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On the morning of October 9th were you driving a trucks

T

e R — e — - ; .
_\_____d_‘__,_.-,_--'-i--"____\-.. _-.#_--
e ey e P W

il il

o8,
s e




; F _\__r - & K ..1,:- -. ] r .- - .I- ‘. . s W r-‘. * LS - T -.- "ilq '..Iq
b '“',J !-‘:$.l . :“T"-fr -f'l.‘_ _ rf'.\q B - (Rt s ‘. F' :-‘:_I. e I ;---T.I| v _ql.-*i_'_.. i'-.-""-' "‘]:' el Y _,.-.t’ -0
i & q . ; 5 ™ et " = .' . i ; g, -

L
- i
._'_1

3 e 5 ri- “" v iy . I ;o .[Fqll - . N o .
- i oy - L g, 8 T . P ' ! - r it & g * N

I went down and saw numerous people 1ing all over and I attempted to
rescue® them as much as I ocould but my ck was twisted and I couldn't

straighten up at the time,

Did you see Minamide, the man who was killed?
/

Yes sir,

Where was he? / ;
He was towards the back end of the truck, or I should say around the back wheel.
Did you see Sataro Matsumira?

Yos s8ire

Where was he?

I think he was fourth man fram Mr. Minamide.
They were all pinned underneath?

Yes sir.

Were there seats on the rack of the truck?

Yos sire.
Were they fastened down?

The side of the truck was bolted down but not the seats.

The seats were loose?

There were three seats and they were placed in the truck tightly.
Were you ever instructed to make these seats fast?
No sire
Q. Do you have a chauffeur's license?
A. I have just a driver's license.
Qe Driving a commercial vehicle without a chauffeur's license?
A, Yes sire It wasn't very long since I started to drive that particular trucke

Qe On whose instructions were you driving the truck?

A, From the mill foneman,
Qs Was the mill foreman aware that you had no commeroial license?

A, Possibly he did not know,
Qs /Who was the mill foreman?

‘.t llr. Iﬂ“t

Qe Do you know who owns the truck?
A. Registered in the name of Mr. E. Morii, I drove it in from Vencouver myself.
~

Q. When you were transporting men did you have a tail gate on the truck?

A, HQ sire
Qe Do you believe you were very close to the edge when you passed the other truck?

A, Yo sir. I was a safe distance from the edge.

Qe How wide is this truck?

A. I just cannot say because I never measured it.




To drive the men to the mill?
bCT N
How many men were on that truck?

I camot say because I had my mo¥or funning in order to warm it up and I
was in the cab and when the signal was given to proceed I started to drive,

Are you in the habit of carrying passengers?

Yes sir, although it is not very long.

On whose authority and on whose instructions were you ordered to carry these men?
I was instructed by the companys

Which company®

The firm of the Devine Lumber,

On the day in gquestion on which the accident occurred did you meet an Evans
truck on the 10ad?

Yos.
Did you passit safely?
Yes. It was quite safe when we passed each other.

Aftor passing the Bvans truck how far wgs it before you went into the ditch?

I should imagine the length of two or three trucks.

What caused you to go off the road?

T do not know. To the best of my knowledge I believe the road was alright,
quite level.

Did the truck get out of control?

As soon as I passed the truck I attempted to get on the cenire driveway portion
of the road and T had my steering gradually towards the left but without
responding. I felt the fron end jerking and started going downe

Did you sce anything after the accident which gave you any reascn to show why
the truck went off the road?

After the acecident I returned to the scene with the officer. Upon
investigating the spot I noticed a stump, level with the road, which I did not
see at the time of the aceident, and beyond that about three feet was caved
in to the right and I believe that is the caise of the tmuck swerving into

the bottom,.
Did you definitely drive over the top of this stump?

I cammot say, sir.

When this accident ocecurred do you recall how many times your truck turned over?

I cannot say definitely but I remember the truck tumed over once and then 1
heard a big bang.

Were you still in the cab when the truck came to a rest?

Yes. I was in the cab, my face was straight up anl down and another man
was right on top of me,

How did you get out?

I asked the man on top of me if he was hurt. He told me he was not and I
asked him to open the door but he did not kmow how. Iasked him to move over

and I reached over and turned down the glass and climbed out,
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Constable Champion, R.C.MP. : Were you t!> ammer and opntorerdtui in
' Vancouver.

Yos size
How many cabs?
Five cabs ani two U=Drives,

You have been driving how many years?

T have driver since 1912.

Renile = ( Workmen's Compensation Board) 2z 1Is E.Morem for
Devine Lumber Company?

He is the man who gives the instructions.

_—
i S—

Ee is the boss?

Yes

¥as there & wood rack on the truck?

Tt is a wooden side with iron clamps on with a hooke

Dymp truek?

loe

How large is the tody of the tuck? How wide and how long?

I g not sure.

There are three planks to sit on%
Three planks are fastened Pogether in an "E" shape arrangemente.

Qe
A.
<o
A
Qe
A
Qe
A,
Qe

How many passengers in the cab?
Cne. Two in the cab altogethers

-
-

Court was adjourned fram 12:10 Delle unt il 1210 peme for lunche.

ir. Etsuj! Morii, on being sworn, gavVe evidence in Japanese which was translated
into English by the interpretere

Coroner ¢ Your name?

A Etsuji Moxii.
Qe What is your position in the Japanese caxrmmity?

I am authorised and am locking after the Javanese interests. FPresident or
Chairmen of the communitye.

You direct the affairs of the ¥into commmity?
Yese That is correct,

You are the owner of a truck that was involved in the accident on Qctober Sth,

That is right.

™he use of that trucke Is that under your direction?
That turck was placed at the disposal of the companye

Q. Is the truck placed at the disposal of the Eridge River Sawmills or is it a
JEPEeRese compalye
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Qe+ But you still dm‘"t tell me what sawmill, Your courmmnity is working at the

sammill, that is correct?
A Yeos sire l

Q. Are they working for thomSelves or for Mr. Devine of the Bridge River Sawmillsd
Working for iir. Devine,
Was Shintaro Yamashita driving that truck under your orders?
o sire.
Were you eware that this man was 4Adriving?
168
You knew he did not have a chauffeur's license?
I did not knowm, sire.

Do you know how many mern were on the truck in guestion on the morning of tis
accident?

I did not know at ths time.

Did you see tha truck leave Kinto?

No sir, I didn't.

Are you awere of ths fact that the police had regquired certain alterations made
cn the body of the truck -« - the rack:

I did not know.
Did you go to the secene of the accident on the merning of October 9il3
I didn't go.
What action did you taks when you received word3 Did you send any help?
I was attending to the telephone cegll far the Dogtore
¢ These alterations you mentione Just what changes were to be made?
e It was in regard to the seating accommodation.

¢ If he was the owner of the truck, shouldn't he have been notified of
the changes tc be made?

s That is what I am trying to bring out. It will be in the evidence later.
Mr. Rendle ¢ Was the sssmill or Devine Lumber paying any rental for that truek:
Mr, Morii : Not a cent, sir,

Mr, Fukuichio Susnaga, on dbeing sworn, gave ovidence in Jaranese which was
translated into English Dy ths interpreter.

Corconeyr 3 What is your occupaticmn?
A. Loggere
When you left for work on the morning of October 9th did you ride on the truck?
Yes sire
What part of the trmck?
I was riding at the right hand side of ths driver.
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In the cab?
Yos sire

Db you remember passing any truck on the road?

o8, /q
What speed were you going when fyou passed? Any idea?

I camnot say how many miles per hour he was going very well,.
Did you appear to be on the solid road effer you passed?
Until we passed the truck it seemed to be on the solid ro@de.

After you paessed?

Shortly after passing the other truck I felt the ground give way and my
side was going down,.

Did the driver stop the truck?

The driver wes going slowly at ths time of passing the other truck and Just
sbout the same slowness trying to get on the laft hand side but just at that

time the ground gave way towards the right hand side.
Did the driver apply the brakes or did he keep on going?

T never had a chance to notice whether he had the brakes on or not as we
went so suddenlye

How many times did the truck turn over?

T cannot saye I do not remembers

Do you know how many Zen were on that truck with you that morning?

I have no recollection about the number.

When you got out of the cab how many of your fellow passengers were pinned
unier the truck®

Three persons were pinned und ernsathe.
Did you recognise Sataro Matsumra?
Yes.

Ani Katsujiro Minemide?

1ese.

Yas Minamide dead?

I camot say whether he was dead or note

Did you help move Minsmide?

I was sitting down and I was kind of watching but unable to give any asaia_tance-

Tatsumi Iwasa, on being sworn, gave evidence without the aid of the interpreter.

,-h__———'/
Coroner $ Your full name?

As. Tatsumi Iwvasa,

Your occupation?

¥il] foreman

Qe
A,
Qe You reside at Minto?
A

Yes,
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Did you have cha®ge of the operation of the truck that was involved 4in the
aceident on October 9th?

Just what do you mean by partly?_

When it is in the mill, <

DO you tell the men who is to drive the truck?

We do not change the drivers.

This man Temashite did not drive the truck all the time?
Yos. |

How long is that?

I camnot say exactly.

Avproximately?

Last two or three months,

You lef't Minto with this truck on the morning of the accident?
Yese

How many men on the truck?

Between twenty and thirty.

Yamashita was driving with your autharity? You gave him the job?
Bl et — — p——

Noe

Whose responsibility was it to aée that your truck @rivers are properly licensedy
I do not know,

This truck was the property of your commmity?

I do not know that?

Were you aware, lr. Iwasa, that your truck driver had no chauffeur's license?

Foe

You were aware that this is required?
Yes.

You didn't meke it your business$®

I thought he had ome.

What part of the truck were you ridihg ony
On the right hand side.

Just exactly what happrened?

I do not remember very much. I just saw the dust as we passed Evens truck, I
presume it was Evans, The next thing I knew we atarted to turn over anmi until

I came to I don't remember.
You were knocked out?

168,

Whereabouts were you whan you cams to?

As far as I can remember I was on top of several other fellows dut I do not know whoe
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Qe

fid o

A.

A,
Qe
A
<o

A.

Were you clear of the truck?
Yos. :

After you came to did you see lMinanide, the man who was killed?

Yos,

Whereabouts was he? Had he been moved or was he ati{ll pinned under the truck?

Sti1l1 under the trucke.

Matsummra?
St111 under the trucke

Do you know who toock the word %o get help or how they got the message through?

I do not know at the momemt.

As foreman at the mill and having charge of the operation of these trucks did |
you know of any time that your commnity was told to have the seat ing

arrancements fixed on the truck?

..r"'f‘

/

I just heard about seats on the trucke.

When did you hear that?

I cannot saye

Would it be last momth, do you think? 7

o

Did you know what you were required to do in regard to fixing up the seating
accommodation? What representations were made to your psople?

I think it was last montkh,

Noe

You know who gave the driver the job?
168,
%ho was it? Did Mr. Morii give him the job?

I presume S80e

Constable Champion ¢ That was a commnity tmuck in the accident? It used to de

Ao

Mr,

Ao

Qe

at Bridge River?
Yes, that is the trucke
Rendle : Are there any of the men living at the sawmill?

NOe

Then you should be able %o f£ix the mumber of the men in the truck a littls
eloser than 20 or 30. Do some of them go in other trucks?

I cannot say very well, If any are left behind they are picked upe
Would there be twenty=five?
There night have been 25 on there.

How many men at the mill?
Twenty-two including the engineer and cat man,

Have you got & first aid man?

Yease.

First aid room and equipment?

I.lo




Q¢ Was there anybody on the truck who gave any first aid?

A+ I am the first aid man. 7
Q¢ Industrial Certificate? (‘Q
Ae TO08e+

Constable Ohampion ¢ Do you know if Yameshita has ever applied for a
chauffeur's license since he has been at Minto?

A. Foe.

/’ Constable Dean § How many usually travel back and ferth on that particular truek?

. A« Approximately € or 12, sometimes 10.
| Q. 4nd yet this day there were 20 or 30?
A YOB-

Qe What is the explanation?®

A. I used to ride on the dump truck before thsy blew the gasket ocut of it and
it was out of camission.

Who gave the ward when the truck was loaded and ready to start?

Yo orders were given. He usually leaves around seven o'clock and when time
canes he starts off if there is nobody coming.

Nobody told him they were all on?
Some of the boys in the truck may have told him to go ahsad.

At the time of the accident were you sitting down?

1es.

Was arybody standing?

ot as far as I knowe.

Were they all sitting on the seats along the sides?
Some were in the middle.

Where was Minamide sitting?

I do not know.

Matsumra?

I do not know,

Constable Champion 3 You take two or three trucks usually? Tou usually have
more than one truck?

A. Yes.
Shintaro Yamashita was recalled and gave further evidence through tha intarpretere.

Constable Champion : Did you ever apply for a chauffeur's license? Did you think
you were carrying through the license that you pad in Vencouver?

A, I was attempting to get a chauffeur's license but I didn*'t have a chance.

Q. You have driven your own ambulance cut to Kamloops and dback?




Conotable Deanes What year did you last have a chauffeurts license?
A, 4bout 10 years agoe

What clasa? ‘Z 5

It was just known as a chauffeur's license thene.

There are three classes - -« A, E and C,

I haven't had one since A, B and C classes in effect.

You say someone told you it was alright to g0e Who said that?

The people at the back when ready would bang on the cab showing it is 0.K.

Who put you on that particular job%

F 4
' /

I believe Mr. Iwasa instructed me. ) (e / Ayt [y A

| Qe He put you on the truck driving job definitely?

A, Yes.

Constable Deane, on being sworn, saidi=-
Coroner : What is your full name?

A. John ¥acklin Deanee.
Qe Constable in the Dritish Columbia Police?

Constable in the British Columbia Provincial Police, stationed at Bralorme,
in the County of Cariboo.

You were notified of & driving accident oan the 9th of October?

At 35 minutes after seven on the morning of October oth, 1945, I received a
telephone call which was jdentified by B.R. lMeats, Minto, stating that an
accident had occurred to a truck between Minto and the Tyax Sawmill, several
men were injured, some seriously and some were still pinned under the truck.
I izmedietely notified Dr. J. Erown in Bralorne am asked for the campany
ambulance (Bralorne)e I arrived at the scene of the accident at the samse
time as the doctor, which was at 8:30 a.me I found a Chev truck bearing

1045 Pritish Columbia License No. CJ=870 on its side at the bottom of a bank
leeding fram the road to the river. T+ would be on the Eest side of ths roade.
Minemide was lying between the truck and the river, approximately 20 foot
from the trucke The doctor made an examination and pronounced him deade The
body was removed to the road, thence o the morgue &t Bralorne. The Coroner
wes notified. I examined the truck and found thet it had made what appeared
to be 2 1=3/4 turn after having left the road. It was lying on its left side
with the left front wheel resting on a log which was lying at right angles to
the road. The left side of the engine hood was erushed in. The

mas note The right front fender had a slight dent on its outside edge but 1
am unable to sey whther this wasfresh or not. The top of the cab ani both
corners were badly dented and a complete stump was resting against the top of
the cebe I chacked the steering gear and foumd that it appeared to be quite
férm. No movement could be detected in the steerinz wheels, All tires were
in order. Running gear such as eables, brakes, appeared in order, It was
impossible to see whether anything had happendd prior to the aceident to bend
tbe redius rod but it seemed to be all right. &n

a stump in the shoulder, about 15 feet back
the truck. Some tracks led across this stump but it is impossible to say
whether these tracks belonged to the wrecked truek or to another which had

reportedly passed that way in order to go to the mill for first aid eguipment.

The tracks which could be seen apparently went back up onto the roads The
scme of the outside had broken away but the

tracks leading across it had definitely lifted to go over it. Ixmediately

North of the stump the road was broken awayand & vath had been made down to
the wrecke On the 17th of September, 1945, on receiving instructions fram my

own headquarters, I inspected this particular truck because they were supposed
to be carrving passengers on it, I found that the seats were constructed of
cne 2 x 12 plank attached to uprights which fitted into metal loops. Three
seats were provided « one across the front and onc down each side, These

B9EsS Were approximately aix inches high, The seats were loose and both sides
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Tranquille Sanatorfum. Failing him I inspected the truck accompanied by S.
Furukawa, secretary of the Japanese group at Minto and instructed him to have

the sdats raised at least anocther 12 inches and keyed in such a way that they
would not jump oute I 2lso instructed him to have keyed bolts dropped through
the ends of the seats so they could not jump around in the truck. I was
advised at that time that one man drove this truck, He had just come back from
the mill when I inspected ite. This driver, C, T y W0 holds a Class "C"
Chauffsur's License No. 3761, issued in 19645 in tish Columbia, told me that
he was the regular driver, beirg in control of this vehicle at all se On

e e— =

S could easily be removed without taking any keys out, I endeavered at that time
to see the owner of this truek, Mr. Morii, but he was i{n Kamloops with a party
- Q of other Japanese ¥ho had gome over concerning some man who had just died in

&

| Em— L — e W

inspecting the truck after thHe accident I found that the seats had been Faised
anocther 12 inches as requested but the keys which were supposed to be holding
hem had some light hooks attached to the front end. These had broken loose.
Both sides were aspart, one was under the trmck and the other was off to one side
where Minamide was lying on ite The sides showsd no signs of hating been bolted
down and had sustaired somo damage on the hillsicde, ono being partly under the
trucke Ths log the front wheel was rosting on showed no signs of having had
anything slide along it except right at the truck, a distance of approximatsly
two feete I questioned the driver, Shintaro Yamashita, and asked for his
driver's license, Es produced driver's license B.C. 1945 issue No. 30548, issued
at Bralorne, 5. C¢ He had no chauffeurts licerse., I guestioned him as to what
had happened but he had not clsar picture, stating that after he had passed
Evans truck and atfempted to get back on the road it seemed as though samsthing

' suddenly pushed the truck over the banke I questioned both of Evans drivers.

+ The driver of the vehicle which passed the Japaness truck just prior to the
accident, which was driven by George S, Dlake, 1945 driver's licanse No. 130852,
Class "C" Chauffeur®s license 2406, and I inspected the truck which he was driving,
Thare were absolutely no signs on the truck to indicate that he had touched
anything on the waye I then wuestioned Victor Bryant, whose evidence you have
hocarde I returned to the scene of the accident with George Blake at approximately
1:00 pemme o the 10th of October and asked him to show me the approximate place
where they had passed, I measured the distance fram there to ths stump. It was
about 135 feet. Where they had passed, the rocad was about 17 feet wide, with
rocks on the insidee In view of that 130 feet, which is only aprroximate, I would
like to point out that at 10 miles per hour you would cover 100 feet in 6.8 ssconds
and 150 feet in half as much time again, 4t 20 miles per hour you would cover 100

feot in 3.4 seconds, 100 feet doean't mean very muche The number of people nn tis /
truck now totals 85 excluding thes drivers At 120 pounds each that is 35,000 pounds
and the trmuck is rated at one and one half tons, 150 pounds each would be 3,750 ,

pounds.

Coroneyr ¢ What is the width of the rack?

d. Maximm width 7 feet 2 inches. Maximm length 2] feet 1 inch, The other
truck is approximately the same, 3Ioth are duals,

Mr, Rendle : Could we have mare evidence as t0 by whom they were paid and for

whom they worked?
Coroner §¢ ISxridge River Sammills,
Juryman § Would you say that truck had been altered or changed as regquired by lawi

Constable Deane : The m had been raised as instrmucted but the sides had not
been boltedes The job had not been camplated.

Juryman ¢ JIs the person who was told about this present?

d. Noe
Qe Is the fellow who said he was driving ths truck presemty

A NOo

(.* Wheh you say the road was 17 feet wide. Would the rocks on the inside narrow
the surface at all?

A. We measured it to what we considered the outside edge of the road. Some
vehicle had been in that far,

Qe Is the standard width of a bdody 7 feet 6 inches?

A+ Foe. Eight Teet.




I thought that was differens in the Cariboo Districts

Stamlard width is not more than eight feete The Public Utilities Commission
may have laid down same rules. There was no change as far as I know,

Is the roed narrower where the Japanese truck passed the Evans truek?

It is impossible to tell where the had been originally. It was l4 feet
in the traffic strip.

Tatsumd Iwasa was recalled. 2

Juryman ¢ The dirver that is driving the truck now said he had been driving
two or three monthse Was he driving the same truck all the time,
And the driver who told the constable that he was driving on the
17th of September, what was his regular truck?

A, He was woods forsman ani he was driving while men were in the truck.

Q. Ee is not hired as a truck driver?

A. YNo. He has a chauffeur's license and I have a chauffeur?s license and if
the driver is away we take his place.

Coroner 3 Yet you had Yemashita driving without a chauffeurts license?
A. I thought he had one.
Corcner ¢ That is not a2 very good emcuse.

Witness : I am not trying to excuse myself, I am telling the truth.

The Ooroner commenced his instruction to the jury at 2:20 Polie




CANADA. )
BRITISH COLUMBIA. ; IN MATTER OF THE DEATHS OF
)

KATSPJIRO MINAMIDE AND SATARO
MAT

COUNTY OF CARIBOO.

e

I, Robert Alexander Floy Humphrey, Stenographer,

of Bralorne in the County of Cariboo, in the Province of

British Columbia do solemnly declare that the transcript

attached hereto of the proceedings and evidence taken at the
inquest held on the bodies of Katsujiro Minamide and Sataro

Matsumura, formerly of Minto, B.C. 1s true and correct in

every particular.
AND I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously

believing it to be true and knowlng that it is of the same
force and effect as if made under oath, and Dy virtue of

the CANADA EVIDENCE ACT.

Declared before me at’ )

Bralorne in the Province ;

of British Columbia{ thls ; £ {;ﬁ;i?- _,aiv?9‘
Seventeenth day of ; g e
October, A.D.1943. ;

coroner,



