The B, C, Security Commission,
Marine Building,
'mm. 3.0. ‘

Dear Sirsie

Re Fusiko Shirekawa, Dod,

In conneotion with the recent death of one Fumiko Shire
ekawa at Bridge River om the 26th ultime, who died rrutgm-
monis under circumstances which indicated acsording to the

Caramerts report that she only hed one visit from a doetor,
the following report from the Coroner is submitted for your

| 'h{md:un to your attention that there are some
ed Japanese residing at Bridge River at

three
the present time, and approximately 400 at Minto City

about 30 miles away., At the time this death occurred

there was no dootor available to serve these people
and so far as 1 am aware they are still without a

doctor, Dr, King,of Bralornes, now cares for Pioneer

i

and with two
ly calls has no

residents as well as those of Bralorne
hospitals to operate as well as his da

opportunity to visit these communities,
" I sugeest that urgent representations be made

May
to the Security Commission in this conneotion,”

—

I have the honour to be,
Sirs,
Your obedient servant,
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The Honorable,
The Attorney General,
Victoria, B.C.

Sir,
dec'de

re, Fumiko Shirakawa,

Herewith report of Inquiry into death of the
above deceased, In view of the fact that no medical
practitioner was avallable tTO certify as to cause of
death, Dr Hewitt the only Doctor who had been in
attendance having proceeded to eastern Canada 1 felt
1+ advisable under all the circumstances to make an

investigation,
May I call to your attention that there are

some three hundred Jepanese residing at Bridge River
at the present time, and approximately 400 at Minto
City about 30 miles away. AT the time this death
occocurred there was no doctor available to serve these
people and so far as I am aware they are still without
a doctor.

Dr King of Bralorne, now cares for Pioneer
residents as well as those of Bralorne, and with two
Hospitals to operate as well as his daily calls has no
opportunity to vislt these communities,

May I suggest that urgent representations be
made to the Security Commission in this connection.

Voucher in favour of myself is attached hereto.

Yours very truly, ; §
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coroncre.




“CORONERS ACT.”
{Sec. 7, Subsecs. (2) and (3).)

{Coroner’s Report Form of Inquiry.) | '
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Report of INQUIRY as to cause of death of

. FUMIKO OSHIRAKAVA, .

-

- s ey ES g T L I

Nationality. . ... Canadian. . Race. SOAERNETI - (0 PR Ao

Remarks 1 was notified of the death of above deceased, Sunday, July
26th at about 10,00 a.m, Proceeded to Bridge River, reaching there
thatafternoon; —Viewed the remains; and held inquiry on ¥onday ——
July 27th as to cause of death, From information obtained 1t would
appear that the deceased contracted a cold early in July, the
patientts condition did not improve and a few days before her death
became much worse, developing a severe cough, No doctor had been

summoned until Friday July 24th, when Dr Hewitt of Ploneer Nlnes
who-was—passing through Bridge River-enroute to the coast wes
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Age 21 gex female  Birthplace Vancouver, B, CDate of death July26th 1942,

over)
Where found . in bed, at Bridge River B.C. ____(.-—)

Found iy - R N g
Post-mortem findings .. No _marks or wounds on the body. Mustard plasters
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Wounds, etec. . . _None, RYPSRE Sl S e Ea e el e f R e SR e s Sl S St

Address of deceased . ..__._.Bridge River, B.Ce
Address of next of kin_______Sennosuke Nishi and Shizu Nishl, Bridge River B.C,.

Opinion of Coromner . e ————————————————————

_____Death due to collapse, caused by over exertion while in a
very weak condition, and suffering from pneumonia,
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Municipality or district responsible___Unorganized., ..
Undertaker..Yernﬂﬂik.en,Berth, . Buried at _yancg OIIVQI'.,-.,B..C._
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NorE.—Depositions or statements of witnesses (if any) to be attached to this form.

___Coroner.
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as Pneumonia, He instructed the parents to keep the patient in
bed for at least two weeks, Cough was relieved by medicine
supplied by the doctor, he also left a number of Frosst's 217's
and a bottle of Stlfathiazole tablets with instructions as to
their use, There belng no 1ocal medical practitioner deceased
was cared for solely Dy relatives except for the one visity by

Dr Hewitt. Early Sunday morning deceased got out of bed and
proceeded to bathroom, this despite Doctor's instructions that

she was not to be allowed out of bed, On the Sunday morning
deceased had stated that she felt quite well, but shortly
thereafter collapsed and dled., Deceased was the adopted daughter
of Nr & ¥rs Nishi, who are Japanese born,but naturalized.

The Father is confined to his bed as the result of a stroke

suffered three yesars ago.
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re: o Shirakawa, Deceased, July 26th 1942,

atatement of Sennosuki Nishi and Shizu Nishi, Bridge River,
B.C, foster parents of above deceased,

S\

ok Abaegqe ~f wix
The deceased was adopted by us sometime ago after T T
denth of hep-mebwey, About thhree weeks ago she caught a slight U
cold, and could not get rid of it. about ten days later she

staved in bed with it, but got up and was about the house at

intervals until about three days ago when she went to bed and
staved there, At the request of the Security Commission

Dr Hewitt of Pioneer’ visited her on Friday, July 24%th at
about 8.30 a.,me at that time he was on his way to the coast,
Dr Hewitt stated that she had pneumonia, that she was very
weak and we should keep her in bed for at least Two weeks,
e sald that he would drop in again in about a week's time,

The Doctor gaveher medicine to stop the cough that was
bothering her, and also some pills tTo De taken as he directed,

There was no apparent change in her condition until xx

just before she died. (n Sunday morning, July 26th when we
first saw her she seemud to be 1n the came condition as on
the previous night.Just before 9,30 a.me she suddenly

became worse, moaned slightly and died. Her general health
had been good, she had had colds before, usually at the

time of changes in weather, but had never before had to go tTO

bed on account of illness,
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Talken before me at Bridge Rlver, -,
¥ g §

B.C., July 27th 1942, \ .

coroner,



