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To the Horourable the Preriler,
and lMembers of the Executive Council
of British Columbia,
VICTORIA, :B: C:

Sirs:

BRIEF RE AGRICULTURAL SITUATION
St bbbttt edutuid

(Submitted by the Special Committee of the
Counell of the City of Vancouver)

At a recent interview betweon your Minister of Agriculture,
the Hon, K.C. MacDonald and representatives of the Market Committee
Irom the Vancouver City bouncil, it was suggested by the Honourable
Minister of Agriculture, that owing to the pressing importance of
the matter under discussion, i,e¢,, the coming crisis in agricultural
production, the honour of meeting ycur Cabinet and the privijege of
presenting our vicws was arranged and now decply appreciated,

The problem of the efficiont distribution of manpowecr into
thelr proper channcls is now onc of the chief administrative worrics
of Canada, Splendid work has been done in the rccrulting of person-
nel for the army, navy and alrforce, but this has made inroads into
the supply of workers necded forp forost, mine and farm,

During a rccent visit of the Hon, Mr. Gardiner, Minister
of Agriculture for the Doninion, a dclegation aprointed by thec Van-
couver City Council waited upon the Honourable Minister and discus-
S¢d this problem, At this interview Mr, Gardiner expressed the wish
that the Provincial Government be Joined with the City Council of
Vancouvcr, By doing so, 1t would lend, he said, a greater cmphasis
to thesc uggravating difficulties, and by co-operatlng in some prace-
Uical way, help the parent government 1n suggesting some solution,

Naturally it is impossible in a2 brief sketch to outline
the Importance of this problem in relation to this modern crisis,
To enumerate tho manifold phases, politiceal, constitutional, economic,
and military, which 1t necessarlly displays is an impossibility at
the moment: consequently, an attempt merely to describe one or two
fcatures and factors essential to an understanding will be mede,

The logic of facts proving the necessity of high agricultural
production is unanswerabl., The population of British Columblsa,
centered particularly in Vancouver, hag inercased oo raplidly that it

S already difficult to find food for the extra mouths, More hands
On nore acres means more produce,

Incustry has grown at = stupcndcus rate, Food must also
fight along with actory == a defensive movement feor higher prcduce-
tion of farm products is gelf=preservation, and in the second place
an offensive movement dirccted agalnst tho common enemy., As ex-
President Hoovenr recently remarkcd:s "If we cannot Leep our agricul-
tural production in = high state of perfection to fecd our own people
now = how can we expect to help feed the world after the war?" This
in a degree applics to our own Country,

SBritish Columbia's contribution to the production and strength
of 1ts fighting food is not found 1in what she posscsses in eclimatc
and land but in what we can clffectively produce,

Naturc has blesscd and cendowed this Province with great
agricultural possibilitics, Surely cormon sense will not be rate-
lonced to such an extent that 1ts vast potential production will have
Lo be classed with scarec commoditics guch as gasg, rubber, coffee,
tea, otc,
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The men and women of our armed f
anpe among the best fed people in the world,
~n their stomechs, and as -ur armed forccs grow, docs the
*aod. VWe have been and ar2s exporting vast qua titles ood, including
fruit, to the Britilsh Isles{and that much of this has b« lost, through
submarine activity, in transit, Conscquently the Jjob producing
food is a big one == bigger in fact, than ever before in the history of
rur countrve Y3, food is at war and fights along with the factory in

sur alle=out cf'fort,

British Columbis's growing concern at the mcoment 1s primarily
based on reduced markets snd general uncertainty in the production of
fruits and vegctables, In particular we face again this Spring and Sum-
mer a erucial shortage of labour, which 1s leading again, like last Sum-
mer, to the sacrifice of valuable crops of apples, cherries, peaches,

rospberries, strawberrles snd fresh vegetables.

while we arc making great strides in the productive energles
of war, it saddens us to think that in all this there is tho crippling
f.ct thet cur farm producticn 1s out or gear, We should soO equate the
production of commodities, that with reasonable care, & decreased sup-
ply may not unduly lower cur standard of living,

In this sll-out tctsl war the real weakness it seems 1s TO
keep the farmers out of it, by taking them from their natural occupation
to another where thelr expert knowledge and experience 1s lost, Nagy
farmers have left for the armed forces and war industries, while diffi-
culty has been expericnccd in replaclng them, Naturally the result has
been the slaughtering of dairy herds for meat, a diminution of poultry
raising and a general deflcit in vegetables and other focds,

As 2 conseguence, of the most insistent problems confront-
iz to the lack of selectivs service 1in

ing the City of Vancocuver, owl
this emergency =-- 1s to adegustcly feed our citizens who constitute over

« third of the population of =ritish Columbia, and with smple supplies
close at hend facc a famine, Or are we golng to permlil scmeone to muscle
in on this part of cur lives, with a bright cheery smile, and say 1t 1s
better to eat less, when it czn be sensibly arranged to eat more?
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medy this approaching crislis we favour
+ment in market gardening, hortliculture,
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As an cexpedient tc
re apt too, and efflcient, especially 1n

the drafting of women for emp.
deiry and poultry work, Thcy ‘
fruit picking, sorting, gradlng and sanitary methods. In Sritain, sim-
11ar work for women is an sccomplished fact, To & degrec our feet are

set on the same road and it rcmains to be seen whether the authorities

will observe the sane recommencations cf representatlive women.
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Falling this and as tne nation is celllng on her farmers for
substantial incrcases, we must start at once to place the right men in
the right place to get the riznt things done, If farmers &re a measure
of a nation's strength, we must choose on the one hand an cxpanding food
supply or additionel manpower Ior the armed forces. Owing to Canada's
limited porulation we certalnly cannot have both,

We respectfully pointed out at the beginning that in such a
short snalysls, no attempt has d¢cn made to decal with this absoroing
guestion in all its ramificatior On the other hand 1t s undoubtedly
well=-known to you all that therz ars otheér ways and means, latent man-
power, ctc,, not touchcd upon in this revlew, such asi-
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NOW ’ in
s 1sid by both sides of
Experts somctimes disagree, &
tempted to eXprcss thelr views.

In taking the liberty to eXpress our views,
should be wisely 1imited or not at all, because insistc
might cause greater harm to higher Interests,

We end, therefore, and humbly submit the following conclu-

That we all should Know definitely the kind of work
cxpected to help win this war,

Bricfly therc arc two kinds of work -
(¢) The one we arc actually doin
(b) Thc one we probably shoulé te

doiag better in order to win.,

When our chosen rcpresentutlves enact ti
gssary laws, w¢ shall be in the kind of W
should be doing =-- whether it be on the
the factory or in the forccs.

cdd the wish common to all the gectlons
lective laws &are onacted they will strengs

Finally, may we
of Cenada -- that 1T such s
then and broaden our purposc guerantce abundance to our srmed forces

b4
nepe and abroad, combat clv 1ian unrest and prevent the spread of un-
Y
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harnpiness and discontent among

submitted,
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CLERKS OFFICE

FRED HOWLETT.. =

CI1TY CLEWN

VANCOUVER.B.C.

Februaryv 3, 1943,

The BHonourable R, L. Maitland, K.C.,

Attornev-General,
Parliemsnt Bulldings,

Victoris, B. C.
Dear Sir:

Re The Agricultural Situation

4 Special Committee of the Vancouver City
Council, of which Alderman Jack Price is Chairman,
has prersred a brief on the above subject, copy of

which I s2naclose.

T+ is desired that a small delegation be

given arn opportunity to present the brief to the
Executive Council, and I have transmitted a request

by this =sil to the Office of the Provincial Secretary
that arrsngements be made accordingly.

Yours veryv truly,




