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ATTORNEY-GENERAL'S DEPARTMENT

VICTORIA, B.C.
REMARKS



RE

VANCOUVER, B.C.,

April 7th,

The Honourable R.L.Maitland, K.
Attorney-General,
VICTORIA, B.C.

Dear Pat:

The present situstion, especially that regarding
the Japanese and other aliens in British Columbia, is, of course,
giving us all a great deal of consternation. For a long time
I have been of the opinion that we should take a leaf out of the
book of our American cousins and make it illegel for aliens to
hold land in B,C. When I was in the State of Washington the
year I lived in Spokane, I purchesed a house only to be told by
the ex attorney zeneral for the State that it was the law that
no foreigner could hold land in the Unitead States. It is true
that he told me that péople of British origin were allowed to
hold property as nobody took the troub to tske the appropriate
action to have the pronerty declared confisar , but the law
was such that it could be done at any me t seems to me that
this is a matter that you misht well consid Just where Provin-
cial and Dominion rights would come in he mizht be a question
but I would think it was a matter of proo y and civil right and
therefore within the competence of the ‘ ( Anyhow I am

meking the suggestion to you for what

If you sre in Vancouver any time shortly and have any
spare time I wouid like to have a chat with you. I know, of course,
that members of the Government when in Vancouver are swamped and
therefore I have not made any attempt to see you un to date. If
though you had a few moments and sould drop in to the Land Registry
Office when you are in the Court House we would be much freer from

e

interruption than if I attempted to see you in your own office.

I am glad to 4 Crane that you are evine-
ing some interest in the employees und your Jurisdiction. I
have been told by employees in this offiae that for over 3
no Attorney-General has ever visited the yffice or made
quiries with reserd to the : have, since I have be 1
nore or less made a nuisance of mvself i: endeavouring to get
what I considered justice for this staff. 1 had succeeded so far
with your immediate predecessor tret I had t him to see and ad-
mit that the Land Repistry Office staff was not a routine
that thw work in the office with pre

nbers was at each step a judicial
ould

some special consideration s!
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salaries and I was informed in Jul:
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