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e« Lamont: = :
b o e In connection with the timely short story

Blind Man's Buffl oy R R R
: forward under separate cover, W e affalrs ; )
g;;ngoccupying a great deal of people's thgghts upiq phis
continent, there is still a great deal oI .nterest In Asla,
And in general spmpathy 1s with the thnese.'ﬂs there hgs
just recently been held a sweeplng investigati® upon this
Pacific coast in the matter of the illegal*entry of large
numbers of Japanese, which investigation found that such
wes the case, I have taken this subject around wgich‘to
build the love story BLIND MAN'S BUFF. uite aside from
the timeliness of the story, it is hoped the adventure,h
mys tery end suspense connected with the working out of the
story, as well as the love element is quite in keeping with
the Tiction used in your peges., 1 might say thet I was
chiefly prompted to thinking you would like to see this story
by rcading the one about the pumpkin pie in the June 1issue.,
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My own fairly thorough knowledge of this
portion of the Pacific coust has of course greatly alded in
the wirting of Blind Man's Buff,
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Apprecisting your continued patience
with ny work, 1 anm,
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Very faithfully yours, |
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short story BLIND MAN'S BUFF
RETURN POST GE AND ENVRIOFE,
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Source: British Columbia Archives
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Janury
Fourteenth
1940

Miss Virginia Bird,
Fietion Department,
Collier's Weekly,
New York.

Dear Miss Bird:-
Siltuated as you are far from the Pacific

Coast, 1t is quite possible that you may be unfamiller with
the recent Government investigation of the 1lllegal entry
of Japanese getting into Cenadaand thence in some ceses to
the United States. The long stretch of wild and rocky coast
of this continent bordering the Paciflic and the large numbers
of Japanese already legally resldent along this coast,and who,
as fishermen knew it so well made excellent the opportunity of
helping other of their countrymen coming clese to the coast
on Japanese ships. ln any case a sweepling Government investig-
ation was recently cirried out in British Columbiaj the
specially ap,duted Commission recently brought in 1t3 find ings
}ﬁ that such illegal entry had been accomplished on a fairly
NN 1arge scale. —
%“ w Yo me, knowing this wild coast pretty well,
\ and being famillar with the J apanese slituation, this seemed to
offer possibilities for a good adventure and autian story such
as 1s published in Collier's. Hence now the sending you of

BLIND MAN'S BUFF
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If in reading this you are vaguely reminded
of something, perhaps it is bast to say that I sometime ago
sent you a thirty thousand word ms in which part of the sit.
uation was used. Hemembering your kind suggestion regarding
another story of similar length to cut it to a short story,

1 took this second novelette dropped the original si tuation

and replaced 1t with the present timely one of Japanese illegal
entry,and so you have Blind Man's Buff. 4s Collier's, in
addition %o liking fiction of this type,is also alwavs up to
tie minute In many of its stories, it seemed very possible

that this sfhituation 1is lnrriniently in keeping with your
8ditorisl llay $0 make @missible my asking your time for

its raading,

s 70!‘1 faithfully yours, | | ...
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John Holden,Esq.,
vditorlal Department,
Maclean's Magazine,
Toronto, Canada,

Dear Mr. Holden:-

You mey perhaps be famillar with the recent
investigation carriled out by a Government Commission 1n B,C.
covering the lllegal entry of Japanese into this country,
greatly increasing the quota permitted by arrangement between
canada and Japan under the "Gentleman's agreement, In any
case, the Committes brought in a finding that much l1llegal

entry had undoubtedly occurred.
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Heing particulariy famlllar with thls coast
and the subject of Japanese in general here, there seemed 1in

this subject an exceedlingly interemting sltuation to work
out in fiction. Thls I have done in the story
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