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Only truth can maske the coast of British
Oglumbia safe from successful Japanese attack ¥t
Japanese invasion comes, as it came %o wingapore, and

ther places, places the wisest military minds said were

absolutely "safe"l

iever was the old adage 'the truth shall se+
free' more vital than it is today to the people of British
Célumbia. Here thoughts dwell upon Java, downed in two weeks,

the whole south Pscifie under Japanese control in tw

Australia., While this article

few British C,lumbia people know was terrible.
done as the result of it? Will sufficent be done , and
people told so as to allay the awful feeling of uneasiness,
doubtings, perplexities,fear and dread rampant among the resid-
ents of B.C? It is to be hoped that not mere reassuri:
will come; but men of action, materials, ships, guns.}
out British Columbia there is question and bitter criticism

onn the awfulnessp of the poSsibllities of an existing status
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quo now after two and a half years of war, now when war has

been deeclared upon Japan for #ixr months. In British Eglumbia
the arising ery has not been "Too little and too late"

but ™nothing and neverl What then will be done about The
pitiful inadequateness of the defenses of the British U§1umbia
coast, in answer to the ever growing louder wails of the
citizenry.

British 8glumbia's appallingly vast cosast linej11
For every mile of distance upon 1T there is twelve miles of
shore to defend. fes, BECW THOUSAND MIIES of tortuous
rocky, tree-clad sparsely inhabited shoreline, When will it
be sufficiently defended *o refute the bhalgd Statements,
statements your correspondent heard repested = score of times
during a recent five week tours =" that Pive thousand Jap
highly trained troops could capture the whole racifie coastl™
If this s8till be the oease at this writing is kriowing

the truth going to help auickly save us? It seems likely,
Only the truth will make us free; only truth is the bomb by
which we must stir our own laggard politicians and military
to look to our own defenses. From Some results obtained in
local qudters by unfurling the truth, it is evident this is
the way. Proper defenses of men, material, ships and machines
may yet be assembled in time to change the parlous present
which the bulk of B.C. citlizens now know existse. Rest assured
this and only this is the aim of this article; rest assured
nothing voiced here by your correspondent will provide anything
helpful to the erfmy; nothing is set forth here that the
military and naval authorities in Tokyo don't know. Indeed,

Those men know a hundred times more about how things stand on

our Canadian Paeifie coast, ms..to-Hx- toddy., than do/ man y
APRIL
8 BeCe citizen. For, until'th&t—t+me, due to the mowt incredibae

oo D G T 3 BT SA % & H BTN [T ¥ (RIS TR I l- . Il— I.. I. |I| II | l I L m\Ju-q.ﬂn
. \ - l
| I y g
[ }

9 .

4 : |

a‘. ' ! ] .

i | : k

% o




RN h?u:;‘fn t"i'-ﬂl'fﬂiﬁ-ﬂ‘\ﬂ'lhw A3 B L VS -,
n [ l l |
X | ;
\ 5 '
- - ur.i-'- by = [ = a-q--nlnl.'-'q =% d @ ] — [ .
Ii s . R N ]

=
' T o Ty il S L -
1

[y
y
i

(3)
complacent inertia of the Dominion and Provineial G,vernments
a total of twenty-five thousand Japanese were left at large
all over British Cglumbia. Hundredsgf them dwelt within sight
and sound of naval stations. Hundreds of them lived along pow-
er lines upon which the comfort, the industry of half a million
Canadians depended. Yet only after Canada was at war with
Japan two months was action begun to round them up.

Now that action has been taken, why mention this, some
one protests. Well, for one thing, the whole world now kn- ws
the frightful efficiency of the Japs. During that two months
when 25,000 Japs (COUNT 'EM) were blithely allowed the utmost
freedom, how much information was short-waved to Tokyo? How
much material cached to aid an invader? Dses anyone in Csansda
imagine that a people who have proved themselves as frightfully
capable as the Japs have done, does any Canadian imagine that
this two months of utter freedom given them by a stupid Canad-

lan Government has not been used to the last moment with ut-
most efficiency. There yet may be hidden out amid the infinite
vastnessof the Pacific coast many Japanese serving the Emperor
with short-wave information upon our moral snd r epardness:
today radio makes a great manythings possible . And remember,
the Japs for thirty years have been planning the conquest of
British Columbial

Yet, the dreadfud dolce far niente of the Ottawa
Ggvernment, that paralyzing policy of manana in requiring
two months to even make a start in rounding up the Japanese
in B.C., +this actually strange as it sounds was a
blessing in disguise. It roused the British Eglumbia publie

————

to as near a state of revolution we seem to be capable of in

a democracy even when faced with things 8triking at our very

lives,
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Gatherings took place of Veterans' organizations, Service

*Cld%, Business Men's Associations, and, the women, bless 'em,

the best fighters of all. This combinatiorn 36T so much hell
8tirring that, at dreadfully belated last, the Government
really roused itself to move the Japs. let, ironically, here

again good came out of the folly of far-away politicians:

the activity roused in many people in B.C. through the Jap
situation turned them to a further fierce searching of just
how British 8olumbia defenees stood. Far thousands of them
argued, if there has been Government slackness, indifference,
inertia to such an extent in meetingbne threat to +the safe}y
of B.C. as evidenced by the handling of the Japanese, then
maybe our defenses, our military strength on this facifio
coast needs looking into. And they began looking into 1T,

and looking damned closely. Backing this seeking for knowledge
the citizens received the Support of the Vancouver Dai 1y Sun

newspaper. The revelations were shocking. And no more des-

perate outspoken warning of a country's danger was perhaps

every shouted in the daily press of a Canadian city than the
series of articles published by the Sun
LA b Ay "Osr Derelict Defense" thundered the Sun. In

tumultuouslprinted assault, two-column-wide it told the truth,

voiced B.C.s imperative immediate need.
By an odad colncidence,three weeks before This gathering

Storm of startled citizens® meetings in Vancouver and Victoria,

before the newspaper outery began of B.C.'s plight, your

correspondent started a five weeks' tour. Riding on various
steamers along the coast he talked with every one possible:

and nowhere in the world does one have such ample opportugity
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on coasting steamers. And people when startled, when faced
suddenly with danger they believed ha@® been taken care o Jo i
talk the most freely. Perhaps the Strangest example of this was
a lit‘le group fanatically anti-capitalistic. This type of
people,and many of them are the salt of the e arth, when 1istened
to by your correspondent hitherto have always been unanimoss

in damning any war as #'"capitalistic-madel On this boat for

the first time in my life I heard this group unanimously ex-
claim: "Hitler made this mar. He and his allies mwst pe

beaten, No matter how many and large the short comings in our

own country, it's still the best one on earth."

Following four steamer voyages, your corespondent spent
two weeks in each of B.C.'s largest seaports. ¥rom that five
weeks of experience, talking to men and women in all walks of
of 1ife, but rather more from listening everywhere, your
correspondent was vividly impressed with the astounding
change of the mood of the people. Everywhere it had become
NOT 'remember Pearl narbor, remehber Singapore, remember
Hong Kong, where Canadians died for a useless gesture”
1t had becomg : "THINK OF BRITISH COLUMBIA! Think of the
immediate moment here in B.C. For B.C. 18 Cansds's
bulwark in the greatest hour of nearest peril the Dominion

has ever known. Tomorrow, the YELLOW SWARM may be upon B.C

#
=

7,000-mile long coagt. 4nd that coast, hy its very setting of

much indented mountains, 1is &t once the easiest and the

nardest to defends A bulwark EASY to defend 1f PROPERLY

PROTECTED IN TIME. ILET US SEE THAT IT IS DEFENDED SO THAT
HONG KONG, SINGAPORE AND JAVA BE NOT REPEATED IN B.C.1

The voicings of dread concern, outecome of conscious-

negs of militgry shortcomings to a terrible degree were a part
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of a strangely variegated pattern which danzer creates in s
democratic country when for the first time in its nistory
The possibility of invasion is st the loor, Fantastic rumors, odd

things believed, rumors accepted as reality¥, or as fore-runners

0T soon-coming reality: queer tales of nappenings bearing all

the apre rance of truth; but, above all, a great concerteg rhyth

—

| S

profound in its unanimousness o bitternes: against the G8wern-

ment to an extraordinary extent SuSpicion and belief of

e

gralt and incompetence and slow downs +o assist profits, p

AL e

ticularly in cost plus industries, where slow downs make for

graater profits. These were the things in the air everywhere :

there was a sense of discontent heavily pervading the atmosphere

.

Now that the B.C. Japanese have been away v that

newsSpaper articles have been published that in Axd$s countries

would have brought the editors +o the firing Squad, now that

public and newspapers have voiced statements S&Q tinging in

jl'

thefr revelations of defense Shortcomings as to truly prove

Canada is indeed a lemocratie land of the right kind; now that

& military mission of welight has visited B.C. it seemed to

JOur correspondent that the readers of Maclean's throughout

the Yominion, many of them living far from the

i

Threatere g

1fiec bulwark so vital +o their safety, might like to have

=

f2irly comple te pictwe of the scene as it was until the merry

Y 3 2 T - . 1
month of May, as it may remain unless much truth is made know

to the people of B.C. the truth that shall cet them free of

doubts and fesrs, Be fore giving this general word-painting,

nere are a few of the conclusions in people's mind +o that date.

The command of B.(. should be S80lely vested in one man. Lhe

defense should not be divided between Army,Yavy and Air. The

unfortunate lack of unity existing hetween political, military
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and civilian leaders, where jealousies, lack of defined
boundaries of authority make for inefficiency and delay. And
loecal interests given supremacy over the common necegsity for
quick, orderly, unified going forward action. But divided
responsibility between politicdans and military leaders pales
invo insignificance befdére the facts that there are not any-
tning 1ike enough trained soldiers to successfully combat the
attack of experienced Jap troops if such an attack comes,

Jap troops of the typw which laid low Malaya, Java and Burms

in such short ordere.

A minor, but very painful illustration: s squad of soldiems
on one of the many islands dotting the B.C. coast were epdered
60 round up some Japanese. But the unfor-tunate soldiers had
no guns. “nd even for ordinary dignity before Japs they just
couldn't bring themselves to make the round up unarmed. So
they borrowed enough guns from the Provincial Police.

To me, at me, again and again men actually shouted:

"Fs:ve thousand Japs could take the whole B.C. coaste"”" This
i

was sald so very often, and with such vehemence and bitterness

1t began to get me down. Because 1T was not said by idle talkers
in the street kind of fellow, ©but men really of importance,

men in high places, men 1in touch with things. A fearful belief

was growing that all this correspbndent’'s written warnings of the

State of the coast written in previous years hadn't changed a

bit though for two and a half years wey¢ had been at war; for

four months at war with Japan., Then,ﬁ%g&ﬁigﬁgwﬁx

30 often repeated "Five thousand Jap soldiers could take the

':_.-H-I-L-

whole B.ce coast."” I began to feel like all the other citizans:

1 WANTED TO HOLIER SO AS TO GET SOMETHING DOE ABOUT IT BEFORE
IT'S TOO LATE. Then when I had started in to repare this article .
The Sun Newspaper of Vancouver, published these blistering wards:

1 R
¥ -J = o St '&"‘!.‘“‘I |.m.‘_-,F_\,m. 4 -
i i '

d !

DRy S



LY L T Ay
I . Mlm'lllr.u e e L R Y LI T S ——
1 g f
¢ I |
. :
[ f
IR | T W : .r; |
e W“‘“ '-'—-H'_.'hl. i e—— i
i LAl 0 L TR . a'+'-|— rE B
| , f.
f \ [
- " ‘

e
|

i
1
L'

(8)
"OUR PRESENT DEFENSE DS BASED UPON THE ASSUMPTION THAT WE

MUST SURRENDER, AND MIGHT AS WELL DO IT FIRST RATHER THAN L AST.

IT IS A SINGAPORE-STENGAH-OLD-SCHOOL-TIE DEFENSE ARRANGED IN THR

BEST SPORTSMANLIKE MANNFR."

This genuinely shook me up, because the intimation in

this and other statements backed up all I had been nearing where-

ever I went. F¥gr example: 1In a leading store I +alked with

the proprietor, a quiet,grave man., I'd known him = long time.
Almost the first thing he said was: "We're not g0 ' ing to defand
the coast; not try to hold it if the Japs come. The Government is
going to evacuate everybody behind the Kockie s." When T laughed
in his face, he pwotested: "I got it straight from a member of
parliament."

An idle,dangerous rumor, unquestionably. Yet sound
business men were believing it. That was tot the worst of EE:
here was one accepting it. That msde your cor:respondent more
than ever want to get out and holler loud to do somethin'’
an' do it quick! A few days later in another important coz= stal
town, a group at the club were entertained with this one: A
Cansdian plane patrolling the sea off Vancouver Island spotted
an enemy submarine. The plane c¢uld have dropped bombs upon it.
But the plane had'mnt any bombs§ !

Unbelievable as it sounds here is g regulation that
Sstood at the end of Febhruary, may be yet, as far as the writer
knowss should a Canadian patrol plane spot an enemy approadthing
a British €olumbia town, the pilot of the plane must reguest
the senior officer at its base to notify the attorney general's
lepartment to inform the chief of police in the town and request
the mayor to order the air raid algmm sounded. Alice-in-Wonder

-land never equalled that. That's cricket, 0ld boy. When will

we wake up and fight an all out war as the Axig do it¢?
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Byt here 18 a more startling admission,appearing in the

vancouver Sun: "SINCE FEW TROOPS CAN BE SPARED FOR DEFENSE

R T i

.F[E];"E"(iiEl the BeCo Goaﬂt)

How ghastly when Canada has sent outside of Canads
one hundred and fifty thousand men, according to a Department
of Igformation Pamphlet, dated January 1st.1942. More than
120,000 troops in Cancda have enliBted for service anywhere, A

total of 387,000 men enrolled.

But WE CANNOT SPARE MEN FOR DEFENSE HERE. Une humni ped

and fifty thousand men sent away. Yet enough could not be spared

to de%agnd Their own soil. The Japanese may make merely a nuisance

raid, destructive and for loot. British Codumbis women may be
~

raped,children slaughtered, beautiful towns and cities set
afire, because there were not enough Can~dian men 1eft to
defend their own soil. They must be sent far away!

Can you wonder in face of such s situation that there

quickly flamed up a revolutionary feeling,a growing bitter-
ness against a Gyvernment and a military system which would
allow so dreadful a possibility!

fet fear is often a good organizer. 4After vainly
appealing for months to Ottawa for Punds to- pProvise proper
ARP protection, the good burghers of Vancouver at last sot
busy. Business men's assoc iations, service clubs and the woman
combined to raise $225,000. At last a democratic people are

regaining backbone, 80ftened, almost lost from too long rel ying

o0n a paternal Federal Governmert too long put upon, even though

placidly asleep at Ottawa,

#or thirty years your correspondent haghbeen up and dowr
the British Oolumbia coast. thirty years ago the hint of Japanes

aggression was already in the air. Canndian seamen and fishermer
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obServed Japanese fishermen too active with charts and soundings.

These Japs weren't fishermen,but naval expertse. Needle ss now to

labor this point. It's just to say that every inch of the B.C.
coast 1s as well kmown, perhaps better, to Jap naval men than
to any but the most well informed B,@. .egmene, During the

ten years your correspondent repeatedly sent article

ian newspapers and magazines, warningof the Japanes

sound
the B.Ce. coast and the necess ity for a mmxmfwkx defe;

carried out

/carefully over the years in readiness. Nothing was e ver done.

As for the articles a good many of them were contemptuously
returned as ravings. 8s late as six m-nths before Cansda
declared war on Japﬂn??ghen Japan was already an openly avowed
member of the Axis, the editor of a leading semi- monthly
Canadian magazine sent back one of these articles warning agamnst
the Japs,with a scathing letter, telling the writer he was
seeing Japs under the bed. Well, now the Japs are out from under
the bed with bombs they may soon drop upon our still sleeping
heads, it may be well to relate here g strange story of Japanese
activities upon this coast in preparation for the invasion to
comee A Story heard in recent weeks.

Please remember, in all that follows in this article
readers are asked always to besr in mind that in setting forth
these various things, the writer is merely mresenting a word
picture of the British Columbi- secene in the meeks up to
the month of April 1942, as it was presented to his eyes and
ears. Of nothing related here,can it be claimed to be absolute
truth,as truth is e-nsidered upon evidence required in a oourt
of lawe But it micht also be remembered that there are man y

truths, which still coul®# not be proven in a court of law,

which in no way makes them any the less truth.
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Ié a casual wandering such as the one in which this story was

gathered, it 1is not possible to trace down for accuracy even
the most reasonably sounding tale. All are merely set forth,

as has just been said, to show what goes on among a democratic
people when for the first time the shadow of war falls upon
thelr own shores, shores never before even nearly approached
before, and now threatened hy a terribly efficient enemgy,
prowess proved by the timbled prestige of Hong Kong,Singapore,
Java,and most of the south Pacific. Little yellow bastards,

if you will, and in all truth, but so efficient you can't
stop them with pamphlets from Ottawa., One point about the se
stories can be emphasized., They were rel ted by men known to

the writer. They came about in chance conversstions. They were

not told by men given to light talk. There was no reasn why

they should tell them to me. They did not know I was seeking
information for an article. It was just that they seethed with
indignation at the ways things were going on this coast, a
situation which they felt their stories 1llumingtédd.

On board a coastal steamer was s carpenter, a
Solid citizen, #£ Canadian born. He had come recently

a poemple ted military encampment. In the pas

been a small contractor. He told of the crowds of joh-eager
men sSWarming to this new work, many of them whose only claim
to be carpenters their nolsy assertion. But all were put to wa k.
The barracks' location was in the worst possible situation.He

ed from his knowledge of construction costs the contract-

company had made ten times the cost of +he
workZzers came 8 tories of '-.‘.f‘?t:"t"&ﬁj?'”{l'f."%’-_‘:'I‘iéll, of slow
f

ing and other erews in order the cantractors cou reap big

profits on the cost -lus arrangement. In an imposing club I

an &c:':o%ntan‘t tell of a $20,000 bribe to a politickn
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for contracts to go the ri-ht way. There was a hard-bitted

old contracfor in a Pacific seaport who could get no contratts
because he refused to be shaken down by those Wwho had the
nhanding out. There were stories of the careless handling of

the seized Japanese fleet, ho=ts that surk needlessly, engines

deteriorated because of neglect: wholesale thefts of parts and
even entire engines, all of which will have to he paid for by

Canadian taxpayers money, if these Jap owners are to be repsd .

and that has slways been the way of a democratic Governmert .

These boats are up for nurchase by Canadian citizens. But when

fishermen and others seekine boats g0 To inspect possi ble

purchases, they are met with endless red tape, costly delay

bl A

many cannot afford#. Trese boats could only be inspected on

e

certain shipways. The same o01ld story of muddle which has

marked so much of democratic actitities,

To a correspondent it was a1l very execiting this
at

looking/and hearing about the gnside workings of the

shifting scene where rapacity more than patriotism was

rampant. With beffore their eyes tThe conguered Ps

, coast !
Their ownjﬁgﬂﬁ/at the moment not fitted to meet

attack, emed uncaringly eager for spoils.,

Some will say to this: all idle talk, If 80, There certainly

was an awful lot of it: an awful 1ot ol things for people to

be able to think up without any foundation to stsrt Them

In a Vancouver cafe as a guest of a friend I

witnegsed perhaps the most perfet summing up of the risi ng

wrath and scorn of g people. When he gave the girl a tip,

he apologized for its smallnesse He said: "I'm sorry, but what

with war taxes and extra expenses I

naven't much money these day

e/

Se"
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ohe answered:"That's all right, mister. Maybe money wont
matter here soon. We let the Japs clean up the whode Pacific
in six weekszHer eyes blazed in keeping with her searing wor ds¢

That little dark waitress epitomized the mood of the

peopleg: disillusion. But, thank heaven, her fighting spirit
was unspoiled. That too epitomizes the spirit of the people

of British Cglumbia. They are willing, anxious to fight. but

they want to be in shape so they will be no pushover. That
1s why the home defense movement is at last really taking
hold. It's a grand movement, and very much worth while: but
men of any kind must have arms: they must have a 1little
training. At best they can only be something to back up the
professional soldiers, the boys in brown who have so bravely
marched away.

Though not until the war with Japan was two months
old did the Ottawa Government begin rounding up the Japs,
it is singular that no comparable internment of alien

Germanscand Italians has taken place, Yet a German or an It-
enemy

alian/agent can short wave information to Tokyo as well sas
Berlin, just as competently as any Jape They are )@.jin%flo’*bii};iZiﬂg
enemy aliens

/fmuch better in the United States. Germans and Italians are
placed safely away on the “merican side of the Pacific coast
With the same care that is being given to the Japanese.

And it should be told again how amazingly thorough is
the Jap and German spy work in Mexieo and the South émeriﬁﬂn
countries. Wholesale cleanups of Nazis agents is bhringing
some Startling evidende: to light of the foreign agents®
work. That Axis spies throughout Canada are Just as well

organized, just as thorough is unquestionable,which brings

us back to the Xkkkx booklets and pamphlets issued by the

Vepartment of 1. formation at Ottawsa those hegven-gent
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glfts from our Canadian publicity experts to Axis sptéss

scattered throughout Canada. Yes, indeed, heaven sent gifts

to Axis'agents at the e xpense of the Canadian taxpayer!

The Vepartment of Information has nublisheé& tens of thousards

of these booklets and pamphlets and leaflets. They have set

forth in minute detail the most precious informstion on a hund-

red subjects of all Canada is doing. They tell how many troops

raised, where the soldiers stationed, how many sent abozzd.

They tell with most exhaustive and sccurate statistics our

foreign trade, listing carefully each country. All this

precious material is compildd by experts and trained writers.
From personal observation, all your corre: spondent

has ever seen the average Canadimn do with any he or she gets

is to drop them unread in the waste basket. But all over Canade

there are people eagerly on the dook out for these pu@ﬁiaatigns.

These Axis spies scan every word. #And why should they not.?

iere without the slightest work upon their part is the in‘orm-

ation thot secret agents in other countries could only obtain

by moriths of hardest work, at the risk even of rife  or at least

liberty. But in Canada the spy has no trouble like that. The

Canadian Information Department priats it all out in detail.

All the Axis spies have to do is to get it mailed on to

Tokyo, Rome and Berlin. It s not very easy now. But be fore

the United States entered ;he war, all the spies had to do

was To mail each booklet put out by the Canadian Jepartment

of Information to his confederate in the United >tates, and

they went on their way to Berlin. Not a bit of work for

him to do.ly typing, no nothing. How these sples must

appreciate Canads., 4nd how Mr. Goebbels must chuckle as he

reads %1 leisure all the tremendously important things Canada

13 doing to beat him. Here, indéed, is propaganda of the
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moSt gentlemanly sort; in the best 0ld-School-Tie traditions.
What's more these booklets authorized by the s vernment
Yepartment Information are just the thing that could go
uncensored to the United States.What censor would ever draam
Of holding up information which has cost thousands of dollars
to obtain and print. Censor free, pithy, perfect information
neavens gift to the Axis spies.

This blind assistance to the eremy is along the
same line of psychological actdon, or rather lsack of action,
which fénds the British © lumbia coast today in need of =
desperately hasty fortifying. So much in need that it
required a near revolution on the part of B.C.'s citizens
to even get recognized the coast's pitiful inadequacy of
defense,

In a certain B.C. port when I was there, a big
British warship had come in, followed a few days later by
a famous “ritish transport, and, a 1ittle later, an
Americen destvoyer. Everyone in town knew of these arrivals.,
and at that time there were thousands of Japanese goihg about
freely, though Canada was already at war for 8wo and hslf
months with Japan. Of course, These nice fJapsnese would rnever

convey to Tokyo the eéxceedingly important information about

these ships' whereabhouts.

AT about the same time, in what may be said to have
been an ultim tum from important persons in B.@. to the Ottawa
Government |, anti-aircraft gunsS were rushed to the Pacific

coast. Of course, the number canmot be given here. That would

be betraying a military secret. But rest agssured some of the
thoucands of Japanese going about freely where the guns were

golng into position, some of these Japs would get to knowl

i Sk WL TRELTS 'ﬁ'uulm o mmnrn.‘
b




— e e ———— " PRI S

Al B LR TR Y .;;-.'..--'L.mvﬂﬂ#aﬁ*ﬁ:‘ultﬂ WWNIRA ©
| . . Bl ot it L TR R T m.nllmzvn‘;.:r.rn‘-rr'r LT e g '
1 ,j ; ] _- '
: _ " i
h L]
i (Y - .Iiﬂ oy ' il g 1 L LS ] L e o -m--vﬁ-ll- ‘
J : & 2 . .
!‘ : i SR A (— ik

(16)
To add to the Alice-in-Wonderland ridicilousness of a democracy
these anti-aireraft guns lacked personell to man them.
To hark back to the subject of Japanese intentions

with regard to the B.C. coast. Here is the most distnrbing of
all stories heard in my idle wanderings of asking for nothing
and getting more than 1 have space here to tell.

In 1987, six Jap frelghters, loaded to the Plimsol
lizes, put in at Prince Rupert. Thelr next port of call was
Yancouver. When they arrived at Vancouver these six Japare se
freighters were empty « Yet between Prince Hmpert and Mancouve
1s no place where they unloaded. There are few places where
they even could put in.

This queer mystery was related to me by a naval man.
He is a quiet, reserved chap. He had no reason to imagine
sucg a tale, least of all tell it me. Later on I heard the
same Story from a cannery operator.

Where did the cargo of these six freighters go?Does
the gasoline and other storés: they carried wait cunningly
nidden on some lonely isles or mailand cache for the day when

Japanese invaders will need them; and KNOW EXACTLY WHERE TO GO

i .._i.-J.-. |

TO0 GET 'TJHE'ZI.I?j Don't scoff, my friends.

of B.C, toastline, wild coa#ty line. Always remember that.

Remember too whét Axis powers have done in blanting things

el Sewhere 2

Annother man in the cannery business told me of find ing

a mysterious cache of gasoline. He reported it to the Provincial
Police.

Wild stories, crazy pipes dreams.That's what some people
will say. The same kind of peole scoffed at the fall of France,

and the rest. Today most of Europe lies under the Nazis heel.

sometimes it is better to believe, and prepare in advance against,
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Reading the revelations of what Axis nations have done
in South America, there seems fairly good grounds for believ-
ing there 1s something 1n the stories set forth here,

IT 18 one of The glories of democracy that press and
people ‘an proclaim their dissatisfaction with their elected
representatives, and demand proper action when the occasion
arise8. That need arose in British C§1umbia in regard to
the 1lnadequacy of its coastal defenses. Out on the Pacific
coast people and press have yelled and are still yelling.

50 far this voiee of the public has brought arunnin' a military
mission of importance. Here with Maclean's correspondent has
told the story of what has taken place in the past four
months. But that is not enough. The truth shall set us

free, shall set the people of the British Columbi coast

at ease, and keep them free, only if action follows words.

Only action based on recent findings will make the
British Gélumhi& coast impregnable. Honest, indignant men,
deeply concerned at the inertia in high places, have voiced the
the truth in the newspapers in the great citics of the Pacif-
ic coast; honest indignant men editing small weekly papers have
cried aloud; just as your corespondent. The dJap is a cunning,
merciless foe; incredibly powerful.

Here is the story to the moment. It is up to the

sovernment by quick action to let the people know that

This telling of the truth has made us free.




