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FOR MUTUAL PACIFIC COAST DEFENCE
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A FORTY YEAR REVIEW OF JAPANESE ACTIVITY ON
THE AMERICAN-CANADIAN P.B.CI 1C COASJ. LINE, . Tf .L?U.L'I
OF EARLY START ON ALASKA-CANADA HIGHWAY, LINKING ..{ud.;i:..f:l;ﬂ
WI1TH FORTY-E :[Ghrrl STAEBS BY A ROAD VINE T_.]*:TII U‘ WHICH
RUNNING THROUGH CANADIAN TERRITORY, Ib IMPORTANT FOR MUTUAL
MILITARY DEFENCE BECAUSBE JAPANESE FI.: [ERMENS INVASION
OF AMERICAN AND CANADIAN PACIFIC COAST WATERS IN C?:.n.:_.:u,
CALLING FOR CLOSER BONDS BETWEEN CANADA AND UNITED STATE
FOR MUTUAL DEFENCE
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In opening this forty year review of Japanese activity
upon the Pacific coast, nothing can be more apropos then to
quote the recent words of the famous Wickham

tead, 1n an English broadcast to the impire, when he gave
this direct and emphatic warning:

"The sinister military nationalism of Japan may not conw
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fine its conquests to asia."

Startling as this nay sound to many People, the menace

of such Possibility is no new thing to a good meny Americans

and Canadians on the Pacific coast, where Japanese secret

esplonage has been going on since gs far back as thirty years

ago.

mapping of every inch of the British Columbig coast, that amazing
coastline for which there are twelve miles of intricately in-
dented waters and shore for every straight mile of distance,

been repeatedly affirmed by Cenadian seamen who have at times
glimpsed Japanese I'ishermen for years engaged in activities whieh

no simple fisherman had need to be, There is neither space

nor necessity to - here amplify this.

In I’_rr':i1" - = - —_ -
2Kking a trip recently along the British Columbiga coast
- Yl )
the writer talk ]
SER ed with one n * S g ng K]
men who has been an engineer making
Treg o * |
regular voyages in these waters for forty years What he
2 il ..._:_
related gs naving seen is only one of many sts
ing the r-reaching pls
g The farx reaching plans of Japan. ithat Alaskan waters have
been ally a matt '
equally a matter of Japanese attention is also the opinion
O many Americans.
The A ! | n 1] >
Alierican coest from the State of vashington southward

RS SO 2 E ;
) lieX1co 1s perhaps adequately delfended, but Alasks

vulnerable, Reallsing this, and the importance,

tates in July, 1937, established an air base at
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J A
with a startTgf 100 fighting fplanes.

But Mr, Stead is not alone with alarming warnings, Mr.,

F.M. Black, a leading Canadian citizen, Chairman of the Mining

Bureau of the Vancouver Board of Trade, after g vi

-
181t to Japan,

recently in an address to that body said:

"Japan highly industrialized,
aggressive and possessing a first-
class army and navy 1s working
toward world domination and Cansdians
would do well to realise the risk they
run as the Nipponese sun rides higher

and higher into the internationsl
firmament."

On November 13th, 1936, addressing the Legislative Assenmbly

at Vietoria, Canada, D.W. Strachan, Libergl member for Dewdney,

sald briefly in effect:

"In another sixty years Japanese will
rapildly approach in numbers the white
Population of British Columbia udess
something is done to dlscourage
Oriental settlement in this country."

oA,
On December 13th/ Alderman H.D, Wilson entered a resolution

o

in the City Councll, Vancouver, seeking to ban further entry

of Japanese women into British Columbisa. Alderman Wilson

warned against "peaceful penetration of Japanese into British

Columbiag.n

"Ald, Wilson asserted he is rellably in-
formed that JTapanese women come to B.C.
with the unofficial understanding of
their government that their race 18 to
be increased in this province.

'In the opinion of this council,' the
resolution reads, 'it is desirable that

Present lmmigration regulations whereby
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100 female Japanese are Permitted

to enter Canada each year, should be
modified, and that this councii re-
quests the Dominion Government to
take some lmmediate action in the
matter.'"

Tom Reid, M.P. for New Bestminster, addressing a meeting

of Native Sons of Canada on September ord, 1937, stated in

part:

"1t will be a very serious day for
British Columbia if the Japanese residents
here, now estimated at 34,000 get the
vote. I they get the vote they will
want to run for office, too. The Japenese
will act as one unit, speaking either

through their consul or their elected
representative.®

On Janutary 21st, 1937, at Ottawa, the Government was so

[ -

alarmed by movements of Japanese fishing vessels direct from

Japan on the Canadisn coast that Prime Minister Macke

—F

King said in the House of Commons:

"The government is alive to the danger of
fishermen other than those of Canada
and the Unlted States invading the
halibut and salmon fisheries of the

British Columbia coast.™

Last year a ship from Japan, with facilities for canning

I'ish on board, proceeded along the coast outside the three-mile

1imit and canned same 22,000 tins of salmon whille en route to

oceattle,

On April 14th, 1937,at Portland, Oregon:-

"B.M. Brennan, Washington state director
of fisheries, described the Japanese
invasion of American fishing waters as
a8 major problem at a meeting of the




L ".' 3 l m.. -!- & "' e - ﬂ - 4k ks Ll

! i

—

=
-

#
4
- w !-_._r
L]
L]
3
i

:
‘:-

:

Oregon Flsh Commission Tuesday.,

"*Our three-mile law is only as good as
our army end navy,' he said.

"From Senator Homer T. Bone of washington
he quoted this message: 'We are very
alarmed here in Washington (D. «) over the
invasion of Japanese fishermen, The con-
dition is most serious and could PosSsibly
precipiftate a war.'"

Another ominous example of the Japanese invasion of American

territorial rights was the

"MS. Talhoku Maru, 8253-ton Tloating reduction
plant owned by the Shinko Fishery Company
which successfully operated off the coast
of Alaska at Bristol Bay this year, packed
95,3800 cases of cod fish while engaged in
the manufacture of fish meal, according to
the last issue of the Japanese Canned Food
Times, published in Tokio.

"The Intention of (Tapan is to sell the canned
cog@ fish in the United States, always till
now considered the exclusive preserve of

the U.S."
On March 16th, 957,

"Tatsunji-Hara,
bureau of the
questloners in tr
government inten
salmon fishermen i
Alasks. ' |
of Japan's

"Alaskan fishermen protested
Roosevelt, and British Columbia fishermen
Ottawa, asking that steps be taken to bar
Japanese fishermen from operating out-
side the three-mile limit off the Pacific
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Coast, They claim the salmon are

Spawned and cultured at great cost on
Canadian and United States territory, and
that the Japanese catch the fish after they

leave the spawning grounds and return to
the sea."

On October 28th, 1936, at Seattle

; home from Alasks, said Japanese
flshermen working in Sampans off six big
fleating canneries, eaught salmon outside
the three-mile 1imit in Bristol Bay this
suimer, and thelr unregulated operat ions
threaten extinction of Alasksa salmon.

"Bell sald Japanese gannery ships of up to
15,000 tons, the largest carrying a crew
of 600, took salmon in the open sea, although
ostensibly fishing for crabs,

"'Under the present rigid control,

the salmon
run would continue indefinitely,' Bell saig.
'*There is g #10,000,000 a year industry in
Bristol Bay, supporting 10,000 employees at
about twenty canneries.

"*Nobody knows how much salmon Iishing the

Japanese did. But they had the opportunity
or studying the "channels" &own which the
salmon run, and some mother ships, from which
fishing sampans worked, kept lookouts on the
masts. Salmon jump when running, and it is
easy to locate the sections where the run is
toward the coast.

"tIf Japanese fishing reaches the proportions
1t could, all the regulations and restriction
which the United States ha imposed would be
for naught.'"

L
Nt

On June 8th, 1937, at Anchorage Alaska, HEdward Coffee,

member of the Alaska Legislature, smted:

"Japanese fishermen are destroying the Bristol

Bay red salmon. IT the Japanese are allowed
to fish in Alaska waters or five vears the
salmon will be g thing of the past. Twenty-five

blg- Japanese boats and many small ones are
Iishing inland waters. "
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These are only a few quotations from speeches of
warning regarding the Hapanese invesion of the Pacific
coast fishing areas uttered by prominent men in both countries;

in

and 1t must be remembered this refers to waters/vhich both
the Canadian and American Governments are spending large
sums Ior conservation of fish, And it is often only a

short step from "peaceful" invasion to wat.

Even though Canade has spent in the past three years

one hundred and thirty million dollars in defense armament,
her enormous Pacific coastline, where there arc teén miles
of shoreline for every straight mile of distance, is still
inadequately protected, A hostile enemey fleet simul taneous-
ly attacking her three ports of Vancouver, Victoria,Prince
rupert might lay waste these important terminasls and cut off
rall connections with the rest of the continent,

In the old days,American and Canadians sll kmew this
could not possibly happen, because of the British navy. sut
the time has come when all North Americans realize that this
assumption no longer holds good. We are now fqeed with a
situation in international relations so colossal ,that each
Dominion of the &British Commonwealth must look to itself,
This 1s only as it should pe; and C anadians are only too
wllling to face the new sltuation, Indeed, they are in a
much better position to do this, than even Australia and
New Zealand; for they have along 3,000 miles of unfortified
boundary a neighboring People who are practically the same
blood,for in the United States today there are 20,000,000
pecple of Canadian ancestry. So & mutual defense pact be-
tween the United States and Canada is the most ngtural thing
in the world: because, not only is there a blood bond,but one

of mutual interest in defending the Pacific coast.
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To-day it is accepted among chiefs of staff and scientists

that a future war will be one of surprise attack. ade

swiftly, without declaration on & ne tion unprepared, or un-

suspecting, that nation will be g ruin, a shambles, and g

prisoner in face of such unethical procedurs.

And nations with a thirst for conquest or revenge have

seldom cared much about the refinements of pProcedure; and

leave & regard for ethics to the beaten foe.

To thls again the Canadiesn of complacent mood will and

does reply: "But there is no one to attsok our Pacific coast,

except the Tapanese," mieniibeMRNSREhaRIedY.

The possibility of a Buropean nation's warships doine
o —

SO does seem infinitely remote. Yet in the Great War, German

warships were on the Pacific coast. They might easily have

lald low our seaports, at the time particularly valusble s

ship-building centres. And to-day Japan and Germany are
allies!

As Tor Japan attacking Ce that possibility, we like
to think, is very remote. Will Jepan ever attack our friendly
neighbor, the United States? The revelations mede in Cali-
ornia in July, 1937, of a Japanese spy plot agaeinst the United
otates navy is g disturbing thought, coupled with the inexcusable
bombing of American ships. in China.

AS Tor Japan's feelings towards the United States and
Canada, let us examine g little history. In 1894, Japan trumped

up a successful war against China, but was robbed of the fruits
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of vietory by Germeny and Russila interfering to & are the spolls,
In 1902 Jepan made a treaty with Grest Britain. Oout of this
miserable affair was foisted upon Cenada acceptance of Japanese
entry into Canada in far too large numbers.,

alllance was an agreement to help each other

time in 1914-16 when it looked 1ike Germany was going

p—

Japan's selzure of Manchuria; the Shanghail attack of 1932; Japan's

turning from the League of Nations; her withdrawal from the London
Navel Treaty; the astonishing murderous outbreaks at the end of
February, 1936, showing the power of the militarists:
factors, coupled with her underselling all other
world 1n their long-established markets, and right in
countries, made a problem troubling the diplomats of the world long
before there developed the present undeclared war on
flouting o% the Nine-Power Treaty,
ne Mranton, deliﬁe;étexdestruction of the lives of

ish people, and shipp

are sone

forced upon pan at the middle of the last century.
the Japanese peop erticularly between 1880-1895
the bonds forced upon her
by extra-territoriality and forelgn control of tari.
were bitter ones. T'he memory still burns in the hearts of
the older generation, The American barrier to Japaﬂése

lmmigration, and the recent treatment of a few Japanese settlers
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in the Western States, even Canada's gutless limitation of

Japanese entry, which is an empty one, all these things have

tended to hurt the perhaps hypersensitive Japanese national

feellng. fhough, it should be noted, no Cansdian or
1s granted any such Privileges in Japan, that Japanes
are granted 1in the United State

Canada, where they have full rights of citizenshin

L o

vote, Tor which Japanese born in. Cansda are now clamor
#While the "unequsal treaties", ete. are snecient histor
the Immigration barriers raised by the United

are the right of every nation, all these

erial for propaganda.

easlly, by skilful playing upon an ordinarily

pride, be led to what now seems unthinkable —=— an attack

upon the Pacific coast of North America, that so tremendously

riech terrain valusble to the overcrowded Japanese nation. And

1f such a thing did come %o pass, 1s a strong nation

Canada whose ter

e e

consider the feelings of a defenseless

T P

the Pacific coast

<R F
-

emporarlily useful®
such en attack does come, the almost certain way will be by
alr route from Japan to the Aleutian Islands, thence
to Alaska (depending on the strength of the defenses
there), or the undefended coast of Br 1tish Columbia as a tem-
oorary operating base. SO the answer of any objedting Cangdian:

"that Japan's attack upon the United States 1s not a 1

concerning Canada", 1s replied to.

But there are a great many residents of Canada,

in British
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