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Memorandum to the Right Honourable W, L, Mackenzle Ki
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PROSECUTLON . OF 'THE WAR

Everyone 1s shocked and dismayed at the
disastrous course the War in the Paclflc is taking,

The French Impire has been literally destroyed.

The Duteh Empire 1s faced with devastation,

The Dritlish Empire 1s being challenged and
threatened as never before,

We have lost control of the Paciflc for the
time being in the Far Egst and control of the Atlantic is
seriously threatened,

Canacda as a base of supply is in great danger,
Our safety and securitfy 1s not all that is threatened.

The very right to exlst of every Canadian is in jeapordy.

Lvery Canadian should be forced to realize these unpleasant

facts,

These statements unfortunately are simply clear-
cut plain logical conclusions of existing facts which
establlish the cold brutal truth that this war can be lost.
It certainly 1is not being won and there does not s eem to
be any reason for believing that our war news will not

continue to be worse before it gets better,
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Were 1t not for the Russlan front the whole
sltuation would appear as a calamitous disaster.
Under the pressure of these hard facts President
Roosevelt has ordered a sweeplng streamlining of the
United States War Department, War Secretary Stinson
described the move as "a striking revitalization and

sweeping reorganization of the entire War Department

to help win the war - existing staff procedure was too

cumbersome”, he sald, Has not the time come when a
simllar course should be followed 1n Canada?

Granted that we in Canada have done a fairly
good job in preparing and sending an Expeditionary Force
overseas, Dut what have we done for the création of a
Canadian army?

Granted that we have done great work in
training an Air Force for overseas service. But what
have we done towards creating a Canadian Ailr Force?

Granted that we have done a good job as far as
convoy workk in the Atlantic is concerned. But what have
we dome Towards the creatlion of a Canadian Navy?

Granted we have done an excellent job in
developlng wartime food necegsltles, war industry and

the supply of war equipment. But what have we done to
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establish the organization to sustain all the require-~

ments of a modern Canadian fighting power of naval, air

and land {forces and to appropriately marshall ths resources

of the Nation to the service of a long time wanp programme?

Do you not think the time has come to establish

a Department of War and to commence without delay the

creation of a Canadlan fighting power of gea, alr and

land forces? The problem is a large one, but not beyond

the capaclty of Canada and certalnly not beyond the needs
of these fateful days,

THE MINISTER OF WAR

The Head of the War Department should be a

man e xperienced in thils wanr'!s technique, You have such

& man In Lieut,.-General A, G, L, McNaughton, I think it

would he a tragedy to send a man of MecNaughton's ability,

éxperience and standing back to tngland to lead our over-

S€AS8S COorps even though 1t were two or three times its

present slze. The creation of a modern Canadlan army 1s

infinitely more important to Cansda's war ef'fort than 1s

the leadership of Canada's overseas forces, a position

that canbe filled by any number of avilable men.
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MeNaughton's experience in England during the
past Two years has given him the knowledge and today he
has the standing to bring about in the least possible
space of time a real fighting power in the Dominion., From
that power can be secured such units fully trained and
equipped as may be required in the future to fight either

in Great Britaln, Burope, Africa, Australia, New Zealand,

China, Siberia or iflussia, The point is that future

Lxpeditionary forces other than reinforcements to the
corps In Britaln, should come out of reserves that are
avallable from an established Cenadian Army, By this
course we could achleve the maxlimum for Canadlian securilty
and at the same time achleve a maximwm of our capaclty to
contribute effectively to attack overseas. The tragedy
of the Expeditlionary Forces to Hong Kong must not be
repeated,

In this War the development of equipment, the
training of forces, coordination and maintenmnce of supply
1s Infinitely more important than ever before, The naln-
tenance of the security of the North American continent as
a Dase of supply 1is no less important than 1s the maintenance
of security of Great Britain., That is why L belleve that we

should fall in line with the course President Roosevelt 1s
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taking and move without delay to establish a streamllned

Canadian fighting power of sea, alr and land forces,

As far as possible I belleve Canadlan Staff
Officers and as many others as can be made avallable
should be sent to England and to ‘fugsia for tralning and
experience, The Canadian Staff should De made up as far
as possible of men brought back from England who have
already secured the training and knowledge in modern
warfasre which assoclation wilith overseas forces have

developed. These are the men who can glve us the action

we need and no others without thelr experience can do the

job e
The present Minister of National Defence 1is a

great public servant, But he has neither the standing nor
the experience as a War Leader to arouse Canadians to the
effort that must be put forward, He would, however, make

an excellent Attorney-General and with the Iinnumerable

problems that willl continue to confront the Department of

Justice he would be of inestimable asslstance to the
Honourable Mr, 8t., Laurent in this all important work,
WAR PROGRAMME IN BRITISH COLUBDIA
The vulnerability of the Alaskan, Yukon, British

Columbian and American Pacific Coast lines cannot be ignored,
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It is imperative that all Japanese should be removed
from all Pacific Coast and Rallway areas. Nome of them
can be Urusted.,

I belleve in the Interests of everyone, including
the Japanese in Canada and the unfortunate British and
Americans now under the control of the Japanese in the
Pacific War Zone, that all Japanese in Canada should be
isolated. They should be properly taken care ofj housed
and fed, and thelr possessions should be properly preserved,
This is necessary b scause the Japanese are proud, arrogant
impertinent and boid and are not beyond starting trouble
in Canada even though they know 1€ would bring personal
disaster upon themselves. Any such trouble of course would
endanger the peace and security of Britlish and Amerlican
subjects under the control of the Japanese at the moment,

The present haphazard guarding of rallways,
bridges, power plants and war Industries should be done

away with and this important work should be maintalned as

part of the Nation's military programme, It should be the

responslbility of the National military authoritles,

On the Paciflec Coast we have the only remalning

drydock under British control in the Pacific Ucean and
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steps should be taken Immedlately to see that 1t 1s not
destroyed.

The only secure large operational air base on
our Pacific Coast 1s Patricla Bay Alrport, Others should
be established without delay.

The easé with which air bases have been t skon

and captured in furope and In the Pacific Ocean ares

i

indicates the need of having the Alr Force equipped to defend
its own alr basess Thls means the incluslion of antl-alrcraf®v,
anti-tank, artillery and hard-hitting Infantry unlts as part
of the Alr Force's personnel at every airdrome.

Existing tralning facilities for Canadian soldlers
are far below requirements, I believe that somewhere in
lorthwes tern Brltish Columbila a large training base and
army camp should be established where Canadian and American
troops could be tralned in large nunbers,

Personally I think that tralning facllltles
should be established in British Columbia to take care of
between 75,000 and 150 Canadian and American Troopse.

The establishment of such a training base would
make it possible for the forces in tralning there To Decome

acquailnted with the whole terrsain of the area over which
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they might have to fizht before this war 1s over.
sonally I am inclined to the opinion that the Japanese

know more about our Paciflc Coast line and our Vestern

terrain than do the Canasdlan or American forces,

The fullest cooperation in training and in the

development of the fightling power of the North American

continent between Canadlan and American Forces is, 1 belleve

eagsentlial to the achlievement of the maximum of success.

But let me put it to you in this way: Supposing

an atback were made with a view to establishing an lnvasion

base on Queen Charlotte Island or on Vagncouver lsland or at

Ypince Zupert or at some other point on the Alaska or British

Columbia coast line; whad plan have we to meet such an lmvasion? Fil

What forces have we avallable? What equipment have we To cross

the waters to Queen Charlotte Island or to move along the

Coast 1line? I venture to say the answer is "We do not
anticipate any such necessity". If such an invatlon took

place 1t would be just another case of "too late’,

In this war engineering services 1s all impdrtant

and whlle we have two training camps for engineers the

narbers in tralning are comparatively small and should be

greatly increased, We should not only be training officer=
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engineers, but we should be training companies and
battalions of pioneer soldlers who would be capable
of assistiag an army to move as the Japanese, CGerman
and Russian armies are moved with the assistance of

such trained engineering services,

HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS IN
BRITISH COLUMEIA

The experience of Hong Kong, lMalaya, Singapore,
the Phillipines and the Dutch Egst Indies proves that the
only defence against invation 1ls a strong well-equlpped
moblle force that can move quickly to the polnt of invasion.,
That is why highways and rallways in Dritlsh Cotdumbia should
be brought up to standards that would sustaln large scale
military operations,

I notice by the press that the Joint Defence
committee of Canada and the United States have at last
decided that the construction of the Alaska Highway 1ls an
imperative necessitys In my memorandum to you of November
last in addition to this highway I indicated the necessity
for completing the highway between Edmonton end ‘rince dupert
and of improving the Cariboo highway from Fort George Uo
Vancouver and of also improving the whole system of highways

in British Columbia tleing into the Cariboo highway Ilrom
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points South and East, I also Indlcated the greal need

for the completion of the Paciflc Great Cgstlern Rallway

from Asheroft to Fort George. This 1s a large programme,

but an essentlal one to get under way and to bring 1t to
completion within a reasonable time will require full co=-

operation'between.the Governments of the United States and

Canada, Here is a job for lMennonltes, Doukhobors, French

ranadians and others who do not want to flightl overseas,

All the appropriate resources of our Federal and

Provincial Public Works Departments should be mobllized
and all the available contracting resources skillled In the
construction of highways and railways should be moved 1into

action. Such a programme would also prove a frultiul

training grounds for army engineering corps and piloneer

battalions both American and Canadlian Chal are so egsential

to the successful movement and maintenance of armies in

this war.,

NAVAL, BASE FACILITIES
We have lost the drydocks av Kowloon, llong Long

and Singapore and 1t looks as though we may lose the docks

Steps

at Batavia. All that we have left is Esquimal®,

should be taken without delay to create and malntain drydocks

and other naval base faclilities at Prince Rupertv.
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The establishment of Prince Rupert as a naval
base 1s essential to support the United States bases at

3itka, Kodiac and Dutch IHarbour and Alaskan points,

It 1s &lso necessary to sustain the sea power

in the North Paciflc and to maintalin communicatlion with
the Russian Forces in Siberia, Having lost control of the
South Pacific we must make every effort to maintain our
contrel in the lNorth.

Let me ask'ybuhﬂhat atapa are belng taken to
protect the flshing areas of the British Columbian and
Alaskan waters, Have there been any conversations between
the American and Canadlan authorities in this regard?
Certainly 1f they are not protected this vast source of food
supply will be seriously interfered with by Japanese ralders,

FOOD SUPPLILS

There 1is need for the complete reorganizing of
our programme of production and processing essential food
supplles, I think that the services of a man llke Stanliey
licLean of the Canadian Packers should be requisitioned to
direct this work, I can tell you gquite frankly that after
looking over the food supply situation I am satisfled that

1t can be vastly improved.,
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SKILLED LABOUR AND FARM LABOUR
“—__—-_—__-—m_—__

In the fleld of fthe development of skilled and
farm labour - whlle conslderable has been done, nmich more
can be accomplished, ,Thousands should be in training today
where but hundreds are belng developed. Ve should mobilize
our universltlies' engineering facultlies, our technical schools
and owr Provinclal training facllitles and establish training
centres in each province to Increase without delay skilled
labour and the dsvelopment ol woman power &s a sutstlitute
for man power 1in industry.

CONTROLLED INFLATION

Heretolfore Governments at war have relied upon
nigh wages and excesslive profits to induce an increased
volume of the supplies of war needs and equipment. For the
first time 1n our history we have in this war eliminated the
proflt motive by a system of regulation and ccntrol of prices
and wages, taxation and the lnvestment of national capital
in war Industry, To avold the spiral of inflation usuvally
attenting the exploltation of large war expendltures we
nave brought into being Boards empowered to control produc tlon,
distribution, retall and wholesale prices for both commodities
and services, In this course we are in part following the
leads of both iHussla and CGermany, The success of such a

pollcy requires the administrative authority and capacity
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of a very able and efficlent Department of IZconomic Control,
It is not a banker's jobs At the present moment we in the
Dominion of Canada are in danger of suffering from unnecessary

limitations due to too narrow an outlook Iin esconomic adminisg-

tra tion .

At the moment in Canada by taxalion and ths

regulation and control of productlion, distribution and

prices for goods and services, lnternational trade invest-

ment and currency movement, we have established sufflcient
power to avold inflatlonary consequences even though we
had in lssue and cilrcumavion several blllions of dollars

of national currencys,

Unfortunately while we have established Che power

to control inflation, we have not resorted to inflatlion

which 18 a term used to define the issue of national currency,
We are still insisting on inflating debtis 1in the form of

latlional obligations, bank deposits and taxatlon burdens,

Observing as we must the ever increasing expendltures

of a long and indefinite war programme, no one can escape the

conclusion that if we are to avold the disaster of self=imposed
bankruptcy we must without delay add to our powers of
taxation and borrowing the power to lssue national currency

1f we are to successfully finance the lnescapable enormous

expenditures of the future,
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I do not think we can compete with our Fascist
and Totalitarian enemles wilthout adopting such a course.
We must find some way to relleve our national economy and
our war effort from the hobbles and fetters of unpayable
debts and bankrupting taxation.

Of course in addition toc the burden of war
1t nmust be recognised that we must carry on the domestic
economy of the Natlon, War invariably increases the
oblligatlions of such domestic economy and in this Var

er

that Incrcase 1s already obviouss We must go on working
towards a more effectlive coordination of IFederal, Provin- 1
cilal and Munlcipal Governments,

We must take care of our youth, aged and
soldiers! dependents, and an ever increasing war industry
population, The maintenance of the health and general
well belng of the people and all the duties of sustaining
good governuent are obligations that the War will increase

rather than diminish,

This 18 not a war as usual. It 1s & war in which

production from the farm must be lncressed through improved

and increased agricultural labour. Similarly production
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from CThe mines, from the forests and iIn The [{lsherles must

be sustalned and expandeds Ixpanding war production

from war Ilndustry must be supported, Man power for the

naval, alr and land forces must be lncreased, Actlon

abroad and securlty at home are inescapabls obligations,

In your address in the House of Cormons on

Monday, January 26th at page 15 you clearly indicate that

you have all these things 1ln mind, Under the sub-litle

"The Scope of Compulsion” you point out "To achieve a total

National effort everyone mist contribute to the effort eilther

directly or indirectly as far as possible each must be

fitted into the appropriate task"., Quite agreed, But it

is well to remember thatl before appropriate individual tasks
can be effectively undertaken the National War Programme must

be envislioned and clearly defined, Without a clearly defined

~ : L
all-ouf National War Programme with objJectives determined,

the approprlate tasks into which individuals can fit and
function must remain unknown and undeteraslned.

The all important work of the War Ccocuncll of the

Natlion 1s to determine and define the nature, scope and
objectives of the all-out war effort, With such a plan

established the multifarious phases of 1ts activities can




F x

. e
= T —-Jp.u'-__..l-_‘ _'_ﬂ-‘_"-.
= -

]

be defined so that the Nation's entire resources in

L
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energy and materlials avallable can be brought to 1ts

gervice.
You know lr. King we do not need the power of

thEFNational Selectlive Draft 1n the Government to conscript

men for Overseas Service, We do need however to, ss far as

possible, fl1t everyone into his or her appropriate task,
The Natlonal programme which I have outlined
I believe would be so far-reaching that the issue of
Conscription for Overseas Service would disappear as a
very insignificant part of the whole programme. Such

a programme cdefined and launched by yourself would, I am

sure, do more to secure an affirmative vote in the coming

Pleblsclte Than any other effort which could be made,

Respecifully submlitted,

Ottawa, Ontario
march Bth! 1942




Vancouver, B. C.
May 29, 1942

PERSONAL

The Rt. lion. ¥. L. Mackenzie King
Laurier House

Ottawa, Ontario

My dear Mr. King:

Thank you so much for the kindly
interect in my well-being expressed in vour letter

of the 23rd instant, which I found here on my return
from Seattle, where I have spent the past few days.

My recovery is excellent, but I plan to
spend some time at Radium Hot Springs, near Sinclair
Canyon in the Rockies, which I feel will make certain
my return to that robust and vigorous health whieh
once made the joy of battle full and sdequate com-
pensation for me, even in defeat.

buring the five weeks since I arrived honme
you have been very much in my thouzhts. I was greatly
disappointed with the vote on the plebiscite in uebec.
The only compensation that T could see arisins out of
1t was the possibility that slmost everyone would be
forced to realize the exaeting and difficult burdens
nat Canadien war leasdership has imposed upon you.

1 have no idea what the sctusl situstion is,
other than what I infer from the press, which may be
far from accurate, but if there were any way in whiech
my services could be of the least assistance 1 would
gladly plece them at your disposel.
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buring my visit to Seattle I wes the guest
speeker at a Rotary Club Luncheon on the 27th, dedicated
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T™he Rt. Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King - 29/5/42 - 2

to the commemoration of our Empire Day. The next day
T was the speaker at the launching of the Seeplane

Tender "Umiak.”

I was shewn through the plant where the
ngeinez Kir Fortresses are built, the Headquariers of
the construction of the Aleskan defenses, the Sand
Point 2ir end Seaplane training base, several shipyards,
and other war industries, and spent @ day at the U, =,
Navy Yerd at Premerton, some 20 miles across ruget

Sound.

The experience was something more then an
eve-opaener. There appears to be as much real war work
roing on in Seattle and vicinity as there i1s under way
in the whole of the Dominion of Canadea.

The Seattle shipyard programme cslls for the

esonstruetion of destrovers and other types of nuval egraft,
Up to the present something between 30 and 40 destroyers

have been ordered and construction is well under wav.
Plens for the construction of other eraft is equally
{impressive. lllast furnsces, foundries, machine shops
and all that goes with such a programme is in full sll-
out operation,

The construction hesdquarters for the Alaskan
and some other Pacific Coaest defences is very extensive,
and earries on without much reference to “ashington.

The Navy Yerd at Bremerton 1s renidly being
exnanded into one of the best equipped and le rgest
operational bases of the United States Navy. At the
nresent moment the Dattleship "Hevada", badly damaged
at Pearl Harbour, is being repeired and refitted in one
of the five large greving docks, two aireraft carrilers
are nearins completion, & lerge Naval Tender, really a
ecrent floetins machine shop, equipped witn over $5,000,000
worth of mechinery, one of the lurgest vessels ol 1ts
tvpe afloat, is just about eompleted. Several destiroy-
ers rre also under construction there. Very extenslive
plans are being executed for the expansion of the Yard
end all its feeilities. Something over thirty thousend

people, other than Navy personnel are at work 24 hours
a day and seven days a week.

The defenses of Ceattle and Dremerton seem
to be vervy substantial, Vitasl are&as are protected DYy
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The Rt. Hon., ¥. L. Mackenzie King =~ 29/5/42 -

balloon barrasges against dive bombers., The whole
area is studded with fixed and mobile snti-aircraft
batteries. Smoke sereen facilities, under-ground

protection for oil, ammunition and personnel &are
being developed.

In'addition verv substantial fishter air-
graft facilitlies are in readiness, and over three
hundred thousand troops are in training and available,

Vhat I saw during my vislt to Seattle makes
our Paeific Coast Canadian war programme, defensive
and otherwise, appear to be very amateurish and in-

significant.

You are quite correct in your conclusion
that the Minister of National Defense for Alr wrote
me advising me that the Eiltsilano Reserve was to be
used in sccordance with the original programme, des-
pite the protests of myself, as Member for Vancouver-
Burrard, and the Hon, Ian MacKenzie, &s Member for
Vancouver Center. But of course he did not bother
to give me any recsons for that bit of real nonsense,
I sm more convinced than ever, after seeing what is
taking place in Seattle, that this is one of the worst
of the all too many conspicuous blunders in our Pacifie
Coast war programme, Of the innumersable sites avall-
able in and around the City of Vancouver, the EKltsilano
Indian Reserve 18, in my opinion, the poorest and the
one least suited to the purposes in mind.

The Canadian National Rallwayvy and the Vancouver
Harbour Board, both Government corporations, have, &s jou
must know, very large areas of land, with trackage,
hichwey, and waterfront facilitles, that have been pur-
chased and developed for industrial purposes, though as
vet unoccupied. The unused screage availleble, in the
possession of these corporations is larger and more
suitable for the purpose than the Indian Reserve., Dut
that kind of co-operation does not seem to appeal tO

our Censdian war lords,

Yhatever has induced the selecetion is bevond
my understanding.

This decision,apparently against your request,
does, however, confirm to me the utter futility and use-
lessness of my membership in our,6 Canadian Parliement.




Hon. W. L. Maokenzie King - 29/5/42 - 4

I am sure you will agree that I, for one,
have good reason to feel that the time has arrived
when my resignetion as a Member should be tendered
to the Spesker.,

Unfortunately during almost three vears
of war I have yet to find approval for one single
proposal that I have offered.

Back in 1939 when I proposed, among other
war needs that:

l, Cenadian Steel produetion should be in-
creased and that blast furnaces should be set
up 'on the Peeifie Coest for serap and B. C.
iron ore, I was told tiat if we produced
9,000,000 tons of steel in Canada we would
upset the steel economy of the whole world.
Obviously the steel monopoly dominates Can-
adian production. The embargo on steel ex-
port was lifted and thousands of tons of our
serap were shipped to Seattle, converted into
ingots end in turn shipped to Japan. Freight
rates on steel were raised from 54 cents to
90 cents per 100 l1lbs,, from Eastern points to
points on our Canadian Pseific Coast.

2« When I proposed the construction of ships
for both maval and marine purposes, I was told
that we had more ships than we ceould use,

Se dhen Y sugrested the establishment of e
ship-bullding programme on the Paeific Coast,
including the production of steel, merine
engines, and other ship equipment, the answer
wes a policey of bullding 9300-ton ships of the
poorest possible war emergency type. The steel
was shipped from the East. The engines were
built in the East, As & result all we are doingz
here is rivetting the plates into hulls and
putting the equipment in place, The moment the
end of the war is in dght our alleged ship -
building programme will collapse and the type
of ships we are building will be readv for the
Junk deelers, And that is exactly what is in-
tended ‘he poliey of the government, apparent-
ly, is designed to deny industrial expansion to
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the Pacific Coast and Western Canada,.

4., %hen 1 dared to recommend the production of
shells, depth charges, bombs, mines, tar pedoes,
with explosives and cellulose from wood pulp,

& better and cheaper substitute for cellulose
from cotton linters, and loading facilities in
the %est, to provide for the inevitable war in
the Pacific, I was told that nothing of this kind
would be undertaken because it could not be brou ht
into production in 1941, The war in the Pacific
broke Tor us on December 7, 1941, and we had
absolutely nothing prepered, and we have little
more as yet, and we sterted the production of
svnthetiec rubber in 19842,

O« The sugrestion that the completion of the
Bridge River power project should be underteken,
which would have given us 600,000 H,P., of cheap
‘hydro-electric energy, a project that could have
been completed in less than & year, met with the
blunt declaration that the production of electric
pover waa not nart of Canada's war effort.

6, Regarding the construction of wooden ships,

I was told that no wooden shins would be required,
only to find out later that the British Covernment
were heving bullt some 35 wooden mine sweepers in
Bellingham, just seross the border, and the lumber
came from B, C, mills. If we had a thousand woode
en shlps to-day everyone of them would be in need-
ed use, Certainly the war in the North Pacifié is
glready presenting a demand that wooden ships
could well supply.

7 When I outlined the development of an adequate
system of militery highweys, railways, and termin-
als in B, C., that would make the defence of
Northwest Canada possible, and provide the means
by which Canada could operate with the United
States in the defence of Alaska, and in carrying
on offensive operations that would eventually
bring the war home to Japan, &8 far as I was in-
formed nothing whatever was done until the United
stetes Covernment, at war, decided to build =
highway North from St. John, (of no value whatever
to our Coest defences), and to preetically take charge
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of our Northern Port of Prince iupert. Then
apparently we decided to build e few miles
of highway East from Prince Rupert. As for
the rest it might just 23 well be in the land
of "Shangri-la”,.

8. Proposals for the increasse of the pPro-
duction of petroleum, wool, o0i1ls and food for
war zones, the training and mobilization of
workers, met the seme kind of indifference and
rejection,

In the field of economy my sugrestions have
been no less unweleome., Oh, I know that menv of the
ideas whieh T offered to the Banking snd Commerce Com-
mittee back in 19%4, and whieh I presented tc the House
in the years following the Eleetion of 1935, have been
adopted, but that is onlvy because what wWe were pleased
to eall Demoeracy turned out to be & worn-out and
decadent “lutoeraecy, Now we are witnessing our senile
Plutoeraey giving way to & malignent Jureaucracy which

is not only just s&s bad, but in feaet very much worse.

Under the former, socisl progress and nation-
al security were impossible, under the latter economiec
advancement for the individual, with freedom as an in-
alienable risht, 1s ecertain to perish,

The ghaos of regimented futility is certein
to be the ineseapable result of the economic black-out
ordained by, and now plunging blindly shead under the
direction of the appointees of our dear misguided friend
Lord Bennett, for Cod knows what, and their proteges and

Unfortunately I heve been forced ¥0 the con-
clusion that the evil foreces that have prought the
Sritish fmpire to the very brink of disastrous defeat
“I'@ now more strongly entrenched in Canacda's Government
than thev were even in the days when the right of the
debt dealers to rule wes an unchallenged privilege.

The same o0ld forces that once ruled from the
throne room of invisible power sre now Doldly dominsting
with the invidious power of unbridled bureauecrats, I
am certain that thev will oring this netion into a SOy
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state of hopeless disagreement, They no doubt wel-
come the present situation of the conseription issue.

In every instance where my proposals were
rejected I made due allovance for the faet that I had
envisaged a long war tiat would rage in the Pacific
as well as in the Atlantic zone. They were made to
men who apparently believed that the wer would be
short and that 1t would not break out in the Psecific.

At the time they were made one guess, of
gourse, was as good a&s the other, and T did not feel
that T hed eny Justification for demanding that my
views be accepted by those who disagreed with the
premises upon whieh they were based,

The situation, however, is now very different,
and as far as 1 can see there is no indieation of any
change whatever in our Pae¢ific Coast war policy.

The handling of the Japanese situation here
is but another example of Tureasucratic incompetence.
None of the R, C. Members were consulted, but we woke
up %o find a Securities Commission appointed, composed
of men who were without the least experience in the
work they were supposed to do. The ways end methods
pursued to evacuate the Japs is now the cause of the
bitterest eriticism I have hesrd against us. A part
of the press and meny of our people believe that the
situation has been made worse instesd of better.

It was, however, only when I saw the wapr
programme under way in the ad joining City of Seattle
that 1 ceme to & full realization of the appalling
incompetence of myself as a member of our Canedian
war Parlisment,
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I am sure that vou will agree that an
advocate with so many excellent ceasuses, who was un-
able to score one single success, would be well advised
to change the venue of his operations. The loss of the
#i1tsilono Indian Reserve case, which I could not win
even with the assistance of MacKenzie and your good
sell’y, convinces me that I should treat my perlismentary
experience as a complete and utter failure and let 1t

go at that,

= i - —— - S—
s Py P
L]

!
\
:

i
|

|

:
R e L ;'nc;!,.-f&.a\'jh&n:;mm\#maw. LY
. | :

g ‘

i
[

¥

g iy -

E E
|

i £

: :

7 -‘
L

e

a |
£
DEERAE Gimmmmandean s Sttt R | EREER— R R Tl -...
b ]
. l . b
41 ¥
4 L |
. L -
| R gy g E ' = | !
: o P "I"'*J"-T"‘H- = T

-
T e B SR T B
[
I'I

'I‘L‘-I-":u--_.-—.r LS
f
m%ﬁl
A
¥
i ] o - - S e l———p---f
E : wmu.fz':?:_-_;:" B
i
4
WSSl aaleg _""mﬂ"ﬂ' P e e
'

:
?
|
i
!
k
!
:
:
g
A
4
:
F-
:
1
:
;



" al LB RER T R T '-1 i B i R R S R ey
\ .
"
L]
\ ! .
LS ] Rl | PO A Nl e -h-.q.;-‘“ :
_ - | n 4
" | |
. 5 i
; [

The Rt. Hon. ¥. L. Mackenzie King - 29/5/42 - 8

Of course the airlords can go uhead and
convert Kitsilané Indian Reserve into & bull's eve
tarcet in the centre of Vancouver, but I do not
have to 81t in Parlieament supporting that kind of a

war programme.,

I enclose a copy of MacKenzie's letter
dealing with the Heserve 1issue and our other plighted
hope for a Naval Barracks on Dead Man's Island.

The attitude of Ottawa to our Paeific Coast
defences, our Western war programme, and the utier
indifference to the well-«being of our c¢ivic and prov-
ineial government finds e complete reflection in the
attitude of our war buresucracy to every Vember of
Parlisment who dares to express an opinion about any-

thinge

Just recently I had & very fine example of
just where a member stands in Ottawa, and strangely
enough it came out of your own department, in this way,
Then T was invited to go to Seattle 1 learned that ne
one was allowed to see war industries or naval under-
takings without authority from Washington, 1 then
wrote to the Minister from this Province indicating
my wishes to visit the Boeing Plant and the Navy Yards
at Sremerton., !'e advised me that he had passed my
letter on to the Department of External Affairs. In
due course I wes advised that my requests had been
refused,

iell, T have some friends in V"ashington, SO
T decided to do a little on my own. I wired to "ash-
ington, and for your informetion I enclose & copy of
the letter received from Ottawa, and also a copy of the
wires from Washington, which resulted in my being re-
celved as an honored guest everywhere I wished to g0.

Either the officials of your department have
8 Vvery poor contact with Washingion or they were very,
very indifferent to my request, which happened to be a
request from o Member of Perlisment. No doubt the
latter 1s the proper conclusion.

I quite appreciate that the foregoing 1s far
from pleasant, but the facts set out are such that you
should be aware of them, for I am by no means the only
Member of Parliement who feels just as 1 do.
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If you should ever come to the seme con-
¢lusion toward Parliement that I heve now arrived
at I would sugcest that:

"+esNOt by eastern windows only
when daylight comes, comes in the light:
In front the sun olimbs slow, how slowly!
Bur westward, look, the land is b}_‘ijf‘fa%."

Yours most sincerely and respectfully,

' d
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