VOLUME 1/16: H.D., WILSON, RE: JAPANESE LANGUAGE

SCHOOLS.,

January 16, 1941,

His Worship,

Mayor J. W. Cornett,
City Hall, -
Vancouver, B, C.

Dear Sir:

It is with deep regret that we have read <
press reports of the discussion last Monday in the City
Council upon the question of Japanese language schools,
If we may judge from the press articles, there would
seem to be a very great deal of misunderstanding and
misinformation in regard to these institutions, their
nature and their work. It is with the hope of correcting
the more evident misconceptions and thus clarifying
the situation that we address this letter to you.

Tirst and foremost, is the allegation that
Japanese language schools are maintained by the educa-
tional departuecuc of the Japanese zouverament, There is c AL
no connection whatsoever between the two. The schools :
definitely are not subsidized by the Japanese government,
Operating expenses are met Dy tHe tuition fees paid by
the parents of the pupils and contributions from local A
citizens interested in the welfare of the schools, In @ﬁi, }
fact, the Japanese Language School at 475 Alexander |
gtreet of this city over which I have charge was regis- Y
tered at Victoria under the "Benevolent Societies Act"
in 1912. Ivery year, moreover, a financial statement of
the school as well as the names of the members of the
Board of Trustees are sent to the provincial government,

Secondly, the schools are purely optional.
No child is compelled to attend classes.,
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Thirdly, e2lthough we employ the text books
which are in current use in Japan, our curriculum is
quite different and apart from the one taught in Japan,
Mancauria K Pormosa or Korea, Our schools were founded
in the fisst place to impart merely the rudiments of
the languece to the Japanese Canadizan children, namely
reading, writing, oral work and composition, In spite
of this limited objective, our experience hae shown that
only one hour-~-from four to five in the afternoon after
regulzr Public School hours, five days a week--is often
not sufficient for pupils to acquire a firm grasp of
the language.

~

Turthermore, we are utilizing text books printed
in Japan for want of something more suitlable. The
publication of text books in Japanese here is out of
the queszion fcr the gimple reason that no facilities
are availaonle. Tocal Jeiunese prinviag firms are nt
present unable to urdertake the task, because costs of
necessary equipmen® are wholly prohivitive. |
A

T repszat. The Japanese language schools are A\ /
primarily supplementary in navuvre. ia meain, Japanese
is tnught to facilitate :ntercourse ovetween the

Carsdian-~born japancse aal their eldsrs wno in most f
aac.s have found it as difficult to learn 7Anglish as it \
worLd be for an Occidental to lear=n Japenese, Secondly, )
a laowledge of %ne Japanese language is o vractical /
asoat in secur:ug employment in the community that one
cannot overlooi,

Lastly, I wish to str=ss above everything else
that our institutions are NOT Tapancse in spirit. The
aim of our schonls is awc has been cince the inception
of the first achool in 1658 %5 incuicate fine and true
Cavadian citizenship among ouw oupiis. It has been
our fundanental belief trhat since the Visei, that is
to say Can:dians of Japanese parentage, are born in
Carada, neve made this country thneir own home and will
secic their future here, the primary aim of taeir edu-
cation should be to assist them as good citizens in
contributing to the development of Canada.
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I am enclosing a pamphlet on this very
question, which I wrote in 1926, The intervening period
of fourteen years has only served to deepen my conviction
that the cardinal principle underlying the education of
Cansdian-born Japanese must be a growth in their under-
standing and appreciation of Canadian citizenship. I §
am happy to state that all during that time our teachers
have given me their fullest co-operation and have done
remarkably well in imparting to their pupils a knowledge
that has helped the realization of that principle., You
may find it of interest to compare the pamphlet with the
one released last year by the B. C. Japanese Language

School Association, a copy of which I am also enclosing. :

At all events, we are quite desirous of
co-operating with the City Council in any and every way,
as we have been decing in the past with Public School
authorities, to remove all possible sources of friction
or misunderstanding. We would also welcome a visit from
any and every member of the Council to see our schools
fcr themselves,

I sincerely do hope that our future relation-
ships may go on from here on the basis of friendship,
muiual understanding and co-operation, befitting the
new ycar and worthyof the democratic tradition of this
Domianion of ours.

Yours respectfully,
MM

Secretary,

B. C. Japanese Language School
Association.

Principal,

Vancouver Japanese Language
School.
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Your Special Committee appointed by His Worship the Mayor on
January 17th last has held several meetings, some of which were atten-
ded by representative members of the Japanese Community in this City,
and your Committee has obtained from these represontatives, by oral
submissions and by written communications, a considerable amount of
information relevant to problems incidental to the Japanese people
resident in Vancouver.

The circumstences in connection with the appointment of your
Committec are that the question of rogiatration of Japanese in the
Province was mentioned by Alderman Wilson at the meetfng of Council
held on January 13th last, and he suggested that a Svecial Committee
be appointed to draft a rosolution expressing thc views of the Counoil
in connection with the appointment by the Federal Government of a
Commission to undertake the registration of Japanese in British Colum-
bia; for roport to Council.

At tho initiel meecting of your Committee held on Januery 2lst,
consideration was given to a communication from Mr. T. Sato, Secretery,
B.C. Javaneso Languago School Association, and Principal, Vancouvor
Japengse Lansuage School, from which the following is an abstraoct:

"Iz 1s with doag rogrot that wo havo rcad press roports
of the discussion last Monday in tho City Council upon tho
question of Jananoso language schools. If wo may Judgo from
tho pross srtioles, thorc would scem to bo a vory groat deal
of misunderstanding end misinformation in regard to those in-
stitutions, their naturc and thoir work. It is with tho hope
of corrooting tho moro ovidont misconcoptions and thus olari-
fving the situation that wo address this lottor to you."

As a rosult of this communiocation, the scope of the Committeo
has boon broadoncd to include tho mattors which Mr. Sato had introduced,
and as the Covernment haed roferrod tho quostion of the registration of
Japanoso in tho Provinco to a Commission undor the Chairmanship of
Mzyor Humo of Now Wostminstor, your Committoo proceocded to obtain all
tho information availablo with rospoot to Janancso Language Schools,
as thoir operation prescnts cortain anglos which your Committec foculs
it was warranted to investigato.

On January 24th last tho Japanosc ropresontetivos woro sub-
Jootod to vory oloso intorrogation, and a transcript of tho quostions
asked by your Committoe end tho answors given theroto is on file for
referoncos Mr., Sato was roquestod to forward a cortifiocd copy of tho
Declaration which was filed by him whon meking epplication for incor-
poration of the Japancse Language School undor tho Aot, and also cor-
tiried copy of the By-laws.

Your Committoc took excoption to cortain portions of tho
toxt and illustrations containod in tho books used in tho Japanecso
Language Classos on tho ground that unduc stross was laid on mattors
rolating to Japancso imporialism and militorism, and bogs to roport
thet, as a rosult of its reprosontations, tho passagos compleined of
hoave boon oither removed or oblitoratod.

Tho question of tho offoot upon hoalth which attondance in
tho Japanoso Lancuego Schools might havo upon tho pupils was roforred
to Dr. Harold Whito, Dircctor of School Hoelth Sorvicos, and his roport
on this subjoct points out that e rogular day's work at school cambined
with the usual amount of homework, i1s ell that most childron can accom=-
plish without dotriment to thoir hoalth, and that cmmsequently the
Japaneso childron who ero ro%uirod to spond anothor scssion in a Japan=
ose Lenguago School eftor attonding tho customory daily clesses in
public school arc subjoct to a strain whioch will undoubtedly in some
casos prejudieially affoot thoir hoalth.
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Tho Japancse spokosmen maintain that tho benefits to parents
and studonts alike which accruc from the toaching of the Japanoso
langungo in tho schools moro than ocutweigh any disadvantogos which
moy ariso from following this courso of study.

In rosponse to requosts mado by your Committoc, Mr. Sato has
furnishcd a cortified copy of oach of the following documontat

1. The rogistration of tho "Vancouvor Nippon Kyoritsu Go Gakko
(Jepanose Sehool of Languagos) Mcintenance Assooiation" at
X%g;oria undor tho "Benovolunt Sccieties Aoct" in Doecambdbor,

Tho chenge of tho namo of the Assooiation to its prosont onc
in 1920.

Tho By-laws of tho Assooiation as at March 7th, 1941,
Mr. Sato has also furnishod tho following writion undortakcing:

"In accordanco with our undorstandi of last Friday's mooting
of your committeo, permit mo to submit this writton statomont of tho
undortakings mado verbdbally by mysolf as Seorotary of the B.C. Japan-
ose Language Schools Association.

Firstly, in rogard to toxt books, tho last convention of our
Associetion unanimously adoptod a rosolution favouring tho uso only
of tho toxt books which woro approvod of by your committoo, and cop~-
{08 of which worc submitted to you. Actually theso arc tho only books
in uso now; and I am surc that thoy will continue to bo tho only oOnes
uscd. I fool confidont, moroover, thet local booksollors will con-
form to our wishos in public salos of tho books.

Socondly, in rogard to tho hoelth of pupils, I shall place a
recommendation before the Association urging the establishment of
some system of medical and dental inspection. _I should like to
point out that the Alexander School, of which I am principal, hed
at one time established such a service, which unfortunately had to
ve discontinued because of a lack of finances. I hope we may be
able to secure the help of sohool hoalth asuthorities and the Civie
Health Departmont in any plan we undertake.

Permit me, in closing, to express to the committee our sincero
thanks for the courteous and fair hearing we wero eccordod at last
Friday's meeting. I trust that a liko degrec of co-operation may
:t:ong any discussions which wo may have to entor into at any future

ato.

Your Committoc fools that it is appropriate to montion in this
roport certain mattors sutmitted by thoe Japanose reprosgntatives parti-
cularly as it has been suggestod in somo quartors that Japanoso £nngu-'
Schools should bo abolished:

1. Japaneso Languego Schools consciously have tried to avoid tho
toaching of anything that might tcnd to make Canadian-born Japensso
pupils fool loss Canadian than thoy should.

A knowleodgo of the Japanoso languago is practically indisponsiblo
to tho avorage Canadian-born Japencso boy or girl:

(a) It assists in tho rolationship botween Japanese paronts and
thoir ohildren with reaguot to tho training of tho ohildren,

the moulding of their character and the happinoss of the home.
These roletionships determine in no small dogroo whothor e
man is to be an assot or & liability to socioty, what happi-
noss ho will attain as a man, vhot contribution ho will make
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as a citizen to tho state. Thesc normal relations are of an
abnormal importanco in an immigrant family in which thore is
the constant conflict botweon an eldor generation clinging
to old customs, habits end belilefs, and a younger genoration
growi up in a now cnvironment.

It 1s stated that tho rate of juvenile delinquency for the
Japanese section of tho City is very low indeed.

(b) It materially enhancos tho prospect of obteining cmploymont.

No finencial assistance whatever is roceived from the Japanecso
Government, oithor directly or indiroctly, so far as the Japanese
Language Schools are concorned.

Your Committec begs to submit the following rocommondations:

That approval bo given to a suggestion by the Jepaneso representa-
tives that the Vancouver School Board bo requosted to consider tho
appointment of one of the School Trustoos or of somc person selce-
tod by the School Board to collaboratc with the Jepanesc Languege
Schools Association in oducational mattors.

That the Provincial Departmont of Hoalth bo requested to investi-
gate the question of the influence of attondance at Japancsc Lan-
guego Schools upon tho Hcalth of tho pupils, as roportod in tho
communication from Dr» Harold Whito, Dircctor of Vancouvor School
Hoalth Services.

That the Provincial Departmont of Eduocation bo roquestod to con-
sidor tho advisability of passing rogulations to provide that all
toxt books usod in Japanoso Languago Schools bc subject to the
approval of that Departmont; and in this connection it is suggos-
ted that the subject matter of the toxt books should be of goneral
interest to all Canadians.

That tho toxtbooks at proscnt in use in which doletions or oblit-
erations have boon mado be considcrod as temporary only, and that
a furthor issuc of toxtbooks bo proparcd as oarly as possibloe

Thet the Provincial Department of Education bo requested to con-
sidor tho question of meking arrangemonts whoredy socond-goneration
naturalised Japanese citizons bo eppointod as Toachers in all
Japanosc Languags Schools, as such porsons possess a Canadian bdback-
ground, instoad of teachors brought from Japan who naturally possoss
o Japaneso background.

Rospoctfully submitted,

(Sgd.) "J. W. Cornott" (Sgd.)"Chas. Jonos" Aldorman
Chairman

(Szd.) "Gco. Buscombo" (Sgd.) "Halford D. Wilson"

Aldorman Al deorman




