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" A STUDY IV BLACK",

The alienation to Japanese interests of large tracts of timber
on Vancouver Island, as well as of highly valuable iron ore deposits
on one of the Queen Charlotte Islands is very reprehensile from a
national economic viewpoint. It stands to resson that no white lebor
but anly Japanese workers »8t Jepanese wages , working under Japanese
working conditions end consuming Japanese commodities s Will find
employment there. No Cenadian need apply for a job in the processes of
logging or minning; much less will he have any chance of employment in
the further stages of conversion of the raw material into rinished
products. This will be done in Japan , enabling that country to out=-
elbow the Canadian exporter from any of his markets., To us gre left
a barren lendscape with ugly stumps, slash ag fire hazard, denuded slopes
adversely affecting our elimate and the cost of reforestation .

The precious treasure in owr mountains and hills is given away to a
potential enemy for less than = song, -caving to us empty cavies never
to be replenished. !

These are only a few highlights of the effects of the exploitation
of our resources by Japan, I have not dealt with their penetpation in the
fields of commerce, fishing, agriculture, fruitgrowing etc. ;hey are
untiring, subtle, methodical and deliberate in their work of gaining
ground and of crowding the white man out of a living, being helped only
too effo-otively in their endeavour by the connivance and indifference
of our authorities, the shortsighted egotism of emplojers and the very
valuable jyet not appareént shelp from their governme nt and from their
financial institutions .

An increasi

gainst the systematic inrosds intd our ecao-
are however totally ignoring or are noghware
er of the military penetration of British Columbia by Japan.
A study of the map of B.C. will easily convince even a layman
in matters militar traordinary-atrategic importancs
her power were permitted to
ere and were to use &ny o them as & submarine and
flying base . Two=thirdsof the coast of B.C, can be kept under obser=
vation from thgre. Prinde Rupert, the railroad terminus and the
Johnston straits-can be locked; the Gulf of Alasks and the United Stat es
militery establishments therein can =l1so be kept under observation
from such base .

The exploiting of the " Iron Duke " ore deposits on Loulse
Island, one of the Queen Charlotte group, by the new Japanese owners,
means the building of wharves, bunkers, storage sheds, repair shops
etc ostensibly for the shipping of ores and for the needs of their ore
steamers, which facilities can ,under certain eircumstances » S6rve
more serious purposes. Many thousands of Japanese workers sPOSsibly
army snd navy reservists, will be settled there . Much material and
machi_nery will be brought, not all of which might be intended for
peaceful purposes ; but which can bo conveniently eand safely stored
awey from inquisitive eyes in the galleries of a mine.




VOLUME 2/8: H.D. WILSON, RE: JAPANESE PENETRATION IN B.C.

JAPANESE PEICITRATION IN B+C.

March 103€.
by
urs. C+ L. Hilborn, Bducational Secretary,
Duncan Lawson Chapter, I.0.D.E.
west Vancouver, B. C.

YLy

Wwhen gold was struck on the ¥raser River, some of tha first
prospectors to rock and sluice the precious gravel, wore Chinamen. The
white mon paid no attention to the handful of yellow men who had follow-
ed the staspede up from the Californin gold fields of 1849. MNobody
ronlizad then that thoy wora tho beginning of the most difficult
quastion that tho now colony of B. C. would in future havo to faca.

1:uch mory serious, but littlo notod then, was tho arrival of the
first Jopansso family in 3teveston in 1887, These ware the advance
guard of thouscnds - the scod of tho gr-vest Oriontal problem which
frcos B. Ce today. For, whilo tho Chir @on aro eithor going beck to
chinc or dying off, tho Japanuso ars rcemaining in thoir now found home
and ultiyiying so fast, that nt thuir presoent rnta of incra-~sc, thoy
would number closc to two hundr.d thousand at the ond of tho century.

¥ow, without stirring up racial projudico, without oxnggasration
and, att-cking the subjuct nonepolitically, I shnll ondeavor to prosont
to you tho nctucl fncts of Japnneso penetration in our .rovinco.

The date I have collectud is positivo and riolinhle, portly from
tho pon of Dr. . Ae Carrothers, Chairman of the Provincinl Economic
Council. Ho hns, as lnta Profussor of 3conomics nt Us 3. Cey m=ndo an
uxhaustive study of this problaiz. 5

The Japanoso population loaped from 22,205 in 1931 to 25,886 in
1936,.an incronse of 165 in five yocors. Thase figur:s n~ro based on
tho 1nat Canndisn cunsus, and nro thorefore officinl. Somd unofficial
authoritios boliove therce has boen much so callud "bootlugging" of
Jopanase into the country. (At tho timo of writing, o Jonrd of threo
is now sitting in Voncouver invastignting thio vory thing.)

In this scme five years, the Chinesc population duclinaod from
27,139 to 21,740 or 25%. A simplc problem in arithmotic will show
you that ot this rate the chingsd would all dtaapzaar in fiitosn ycars
whilo tho Jrpancse would numbsr ndout 180,000 at the end of thu century.

At preoscnt, Japanese produce a natural incronsa ovury yoor of
about 25 par 1,000, as ageinst o white increnso of lcas than 5 por 1000
nnd o Chninosa deocranse of adout 2 1/2.

Chinoss immigration has nover bucn 8o dangorous -8 Joancac
baeauso it hos consisted aliost ontiroly -of mnlos. Jnpanes? heve boon
vory caruful to bring in as many WomRoOn 08 KoN. In 1938 « 62 Japanaso
wamon oamo in ~s ngainst 39 mone In 5 yearo onding 1936 - 324 Jnpancso
women and 256 men onterod our enuntry.

¥o Chincoo women and only 3 Chinasg mon antorod in the same
pariod. And knowing tho Japangso us wa do, to by v vury prolifie reco
of posple, thesc immigration figur.o have their own oisnificance.
Prom now on, nd mattor what is donc about impigration, 3. C. fncos an
avor incroasing Oriontal population.

When you 13>k back over tho history of tha Oricntalso hore, you
find that paolic intorist in it riscs and falls in waves. For a whilo
B. C. will b: zcutuly awnro of its Oriontalo. Thora vill bo viowing
with alar: in tho Logislaturo - riaolutisng from publlc badicves and
zany spocchise Then 3. C. sooms to turn its back and wrlk nuny. Tho
matter 10 dripood - somothing olse takes its place. leenwhilo the
Jepanosd babios arrive with porsistont rogularity.
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By 1900 « 12,000 Oriontals hnd come inty 3. Ce Tho P22ople became
rleormed, 689 immigratisn was suddenly prohidbitad.

In 1904 - immigration wns ~grin rosumcd nnd sHy>n 7000 Oriontals
per yonr arrived.

In 1907 « Vencouvor's fouling aver ran in o sorisus rist which
throatoncd ¢5 wrock Chinntown and f£or the first timo,
Cannda ronlizod it had a roal problom.

In connecti n with this I 13>ked up an old "News Advortiser® on
£ilo in tho "Sun" offico, nnd frund dntod Sundny Sopt. 8, 1907, "Quoto"s

Yancouvar was in thrios »f sorisus rist lest nisht. Tho Asintic
Zxclusisn Longue hnd srganizod a prrade through drwnt nm Yencouvar to
tho ity Hhll on inin Atroot whore mombors of the Loaguoe nddressoed the
maating. The poaraders started out from Cambic 3t. grounds soven ar
e¢ight hundrod strong - marshnllod by Uajor 3rown (naot Harold). This
number wrs nugmonted as tho prrndo progressed and Yy the time the City
Hrll wng ronchod thero were two thousand in the Parnda, Thoy wore
hondod by a band playing "Rulo Britannin and "The linole Loaf Forover.®
Gr:nt banncrs wero corriad with inscriptions such ngs - "3tnnd for a
Thita Cannde. Ve hnve fought for our Empire and ara roedy to fight again,”
"The Jtoamer l{onteagle will arrive her. Soept. 1lth with 900 Hindus -
1100 Cchinamen and a bunch of Japs."

Cloaing the procession was a banner: « "What shall wo do to bo snved?"

Tho wcoting was anddressed by Rove Dr. Frasor, Reve G. He. Wilson,
Harry Cowan and C. if Woodworth.

WVindows in Canton and Shanghai Alley were smashed cnd Powell St.
wao attackad. Vhen some semblance of pemce desconded on Voncouver that
Saturdey night, n chock up showcd many Japanese had been "duckad" in
Fnlso Craeck, o 70 year old Japnnosc had his skull cracked and ono white
man wns badly otnbosd. Sovoral faolso fire nlarms had beon rung in ndding
to tho gonorel confusion. Tho disturbsnce was not cnuscd by the
Asintic Bxclusionists who favored pencoful measuros, but by the mod
thot followoed." End of quotoe.

lfayor Bethunc oxprossod his rogrots to Ottawa over this riot.

It woe r poculier coincidonce thnt lr. Ishii, spocicl onvoy of the
Joapanose govornmont, arrived in the city thoe semo ovoning os the' riot.
Cortainly his impreasion of tho troatmont his countryman wore recoiving
could not have boen very favornble, nnd his spooch to his countrymen on
this occasion was very significant. At a gathering on Fowcll St. the
Jepanese nokoed their roprosentative what thoy should do to rotnlinto.
Empheticnlly he replied, - "nothing = be penceful = white man in riot
1iko dog with distomper - dog, whon cool off, distem)ar gone.®

; Aftor this domonstration, ~ young man, ~ lr. King, now our prescnt
sJremisre was sont out from Ottawn to investignto a now problem to Ottawa,
the Oriontal one, (mixed), consisting of 25,000 in population. No one '
know thon thot Mr. King would be Primo lMinistor of Cnnnda thirty yoars
later and facing cn Oricntnl problem how grown so grave that ho would
have to pload.with. Parliament not to do anything about it for tho prosent,
lost,.on cecount of internationnl conditions, it boecnwe worse. -,

As the rosult of young lMr. King's invostigation in 1907, Ottawa
took the matter up with Japan and Japan ngrocd to restrict its immigration
to cortain clcsscs, but tho total continued high., In 1929 the present
gentloman's agroomont limiting Japanesce immigrants to 150 & year, was
inaugurated ond the numbors oince thoen have always boon well below the
agreed total, that is “officinlly" bolow.

We pos.ces in 3B, C. & wild rugged and lonely const linc, very
conducivae to tho landing of Japancsc unknown to Govarnmont Authoritics.
I personclly know of young Japs 17 and 18 yoars of age being found on
our conatlinc. Thoy could not spank n word »f English. Howovar, this
information nlong with much miro, hns been prescntud t> the Board of
Investigators., I notc with pleasurc that 3. C.'s Promior is londing in
a2ll investigntions along thoso linos. R
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At first the Japancse were polite houseboys, clothes preasers
and gardene.s; of late yoars he hns been getting nlong in the world.
He has learned skilled trados, ho has accurulnted proyarty, he has
beecome a small capitalist: He hes gradunted from our University into
tha professions. He has penctrnted into every corner of the white
man's country. In tho labor field, ferming and fishinz; are tho two
graat sutlotse A trip up tho fortile Fraser Valley and intos “the
Islands® District, will disclisc the numborous farms hold by Jopaneso;
in thoas districts thoy hold almost o monoply of tho smnall fruits.

A trip to Steveston will disclose thoir activity in fishing at
the mouth >f tho Prasor; the town itseclf is complotely J-prnesce A
trip to voncouver Island nand up >ur Coastal waters will disclose 1200
Jopangse working in the timboer industry; many more nre 2m.loyed in
cannorics and 529 are empldyed in the pulp and paper busincss. lany
of those oporations arc ownod and controlled by Japonose, sowotimoes
undor their own nomos, but morec often (and I say this with shame) undor
tho nomas of whito men. ILand is bought up by Japancse cnd hold under
whity mon's nemese. Rocently Crown : rantod timbor lands hove changoed
int> Japanose hands.

Greont inronds hovo oldo boon made into thy rotnil dusiness and
the walk nlong Weter stroot wholesalo Row, so familiar to us nll, tells
its own talc only too woll. Just what the Oricntal onrns, how nnd
whare ha spends his monoy no whitc mnn knows. No o knows just how
much land ha owns >r lonsces.

Lataly Japnnooo have bdeon ontoring industry in o biggor way, ®
bocked by large copitnl, but how far thoy hnve prograsszd, no ona knows,.
Thore is no record to shayw, for instnnce, how much ticber Jopancsc own,
8inco thoy usunlly buy it sver the name of Cnanadian Ass cintes. Not
long 2g> they bought o largo ticbor aroa on Vencouvaer Island nenr
Port ileNeill to supply pulp mills in Japan. Noear Cowichan Lnke,
Japanose s3rnto n substantial logging cam)e On Vaneouver Islnend thoy
wm sovaral siall mills. On Auoen Charlotte Island they own oxtonsive
ticbor lirits ~nd iron dopysits. Thoy reeontly bYoruzht ¢ or praparty
on tha Wost Cirst of Vancoruver Island nnd hape t9 shi - ¢ ncontrntos to
Jooon 87N

A8 I h-vo anid bofIre, we hve ny ~cournto officicl nicture of
Jaoonese penctration inty tho swnership »f the Province's rosources.
Tho Jrganoac works quiotly, nmaking his doals through white mon and
thriugh coiugnnios with Can~di~n Dirvetors. Ho is not roverling his
2lans and n~t the moment B. C. is not asking his 1o d> 89,

According to tho 1nast consus thore are botweon twonty-fivoe and
thirty thousand Japanose in 3. Cey clovon thiusand of then born in
conada, « thet woans 3. Cey 82von to cight thouscnd in Vnneouver slonec.
On this basis oven if icmmigrntion bars wvore lovered im:cdi~teoly, there
would 20 sixty-soven thiusand Fnps in B. Ce by 1963, twonty-five yomsa
tire. The taoteal poulatisn 2f Vancsuver in 1937 was tlres hundrod and
aixty th:uscnd.

It scens strange that tho Jnpanose shohuld bo given proferred
trontmont over »ur Amorican csusinse Tho Ja) ean ¢ 2 in aoc o 3lain
ladbarar, Sut try and get o skillod artisan sver from the Unitud States
nnd sce what hap.ens. In sur aversgo hime the man is the brendwinner,
but n> 82 the Oricntnl. 'hilo ho is away fishing, working in canneriocs
or conyus, the wife often runs o well stocked staree Our Snbbnth means
nathing to the avoernge working Jagoancse.

Tho fishing industry has fallen contirely ints the hands »f tho
Jay o. Tour hundrod Jeoponcsce havoe gillnet liceonses an the Freser River,
but actually sovon hundrod Jags fishe Of thoe twanty-six scloon dry
saltory liconsce issucd 1lnst yoar, twonty-six wont tH Jnos, and »f tho
five horring scoltory liccnses, four wont to Jnoanosoe But tha
gaveornmont hos insistod thet 505 of the men crnlayed in sslterios rust
bo whito. '/hito mon working £or Jnps in thoir H»vmn whit. country. A
Japonese cantrolled Cod Fishorman's Association control sur Cod markot
right at the prosont timo, 107 Japs to 71 Whitos.
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‘Last July tenth, Jap. fisheruen penctretsd Alrakan wotors nith
four tlooting conneries, thoy processcd and packed twonty thousnnd of
the cramue of tha raod salmon run, rizht abonrd their vonlo. he United
3tates Govarnmont immedictoly doanndad Jopan to stop cll fishing in
U. 8. Wntaors, Whather this roquast will be wmet, romaino to bo seaen.
The State of Colifornia has tokon vary stringent monsurcs to control
Japanaso immigration and to provent Japanesa ncquisition of proparty.
Has Cnlifornin suffored cony ratnliction for thasc coumon sgnse stops?

Hes Australia suffercd in trade or any other way through hor
outspoken dotorainntion to koop hur country white? Mot Australia's
gains in the Oricntal markaot have beon griator in the pnet five yoars
than thosa of nlmost any other country.

Thera is r© movament on foot at Ottawa, bdacked Jy aviry 3. C.
Hombor of 2rrlinmont, to abrognta the gantlenan's agrocment, but on
y'arch 18th last, the lcNeil Bxclusion 311l was sholv:d ecnd on i'arch 23rd,
tha ottuwa House nskad that the iteNeil Bill de withdrawn because it
would not be worth running cho risk of strained rulations with Japan
just over nn =xclusion Bill. Mr. McHeil knows only too woll the extont
of Japanasa senotration into 3. C. nnd is still fighting for his Bill.

The Sast doas not roalize tho ifest's problem. I belicve in the
usa of -ducntional publicity in Enstorn Canada. I do not sny Japancso
standards of living are lower thon ours, but thoy nr2 dif eront and
thoir racis=l charnctoristics cannot bo nesimilatad oy our paople. The
Japonase having his farily harc ~nd wntching his children go to white
schools ndopts 'Jestorn customs v.ry quickly. Ho wantc his children
aducatad in Cenndicn schools (and clovar pupils thay nro too), and
than after our reogular school hours, thuoy attond Jopancee gchools, which
tha Joo. himsolf supports.

Thura ar. forty=-onc Japanase schools in B. C. Wwith a total of
3,280 pupils ond 60 tenchers. Among othar things, tho Jrpancsce are
taught that thoy are a puperior rnco. And still tho Japnnesa, in spito
of all his Ccontdian cducction nnd training, 'is not boing nbsorbad and
i1l not in tha futura Le absordad. 3ut he has come liere to stay and
hes orgsnizaed himself for tha uphill econowic struggle ~gninst the
/hites. He hos formed numbarous cluos, gocictics ond labor unions that
white man know nothing adout.

All Cow.unistic organizations nre very much in invor of the
Jopanese rameining in the country and one organizatiom presontad o
oriof to this offect to the Rowell Commission whon it mt in Victoria.

The tice will come whon Japanose worn in this country can rightly
demand = vote nnd some wenk mindad political party will probabdbly give
it t> them. Tho fun will degin in politfes when wo hnve Japanase in
tha Cadinat nt Vietorial

If the j2bs now held by ten thousand adult male Japnncoe in this
Pravinca waere tronsferrad to whitoe men, our two gruat probloms, unemploy-
mont and debt for rellief costs, would ba substantially roduccd.

We should welcome more British scttlers in 3. C.

In {>rch 16th issue of licLeans iingazine, we have an artlicle entitled
#Can Wor cross the Pacific?" - This article goes on to show that on
account’ of the distance, the danger of nctual warfare is remote. We are
not linbla to lose our Country through force. I beliove, howaver,
the silant ~nd stealthy ponetration of the Japanese is n gruster factor
to bo ruckonod with. It is a wnrfore of nnother kind ~nd just ns deadly.
‘], ourselvas, and not the Japaneso are responsible for tho oxisting
situntion. ¢ cannot blame thomj they are a clever f~rsightcd race, and
nave tokon ~dvantage of our short nightadness and our stupidity. This
is our problom: what are wo going to do nbout it? 2nss it on with zany
more of our blunders, to our children to solve, or is it worth our effort
now to keep B. C. whita for poatority? X

n3ow courtoous is the Japanasa. Ho bows and grins a friondly grin
He alwnys says "EXcuse mo, ploesa.” And calls his hungry family in,
Ho climbs into his ncighbors gnrdcn Ho grins and bows o friendly  bow;
And smiles and seys, "I bog your pardon.® So 8orry, This MY garden now.
-=-0gden Nash.




