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JAPANESE PEGISTRATION,

Pursuant to tho rocommendation of the Committeo
of Januery 21st last, the Committoc met with representatives
of the Jopanese Comsunity in order to obtain information on
;glm mattors with respect to the Jepanose rosidents of the

Ye

Present: Alderman Jones (Chaimman), His ¥orshin Mayor Jo¥e
Cornett, Aldoymen Buscombe and #ilson.
Representing the Japaneso Coammmity:
Messrs. Toutee Jato, Yoshinitsu ligashi (on the
staff of “lMow Conudien”, end seorotary of the
Japanese Language Sohool Association), XK. Shimizu,
and Jadyoshi ifokij and Dre Mo Ishivara.

A lettor, dated January 16th, 1941, from Nre Te
Sato, Prinoipal of the Jupanose School at 478 Alexander Stroet,
addressed to His Worship the as read, and coples were

Y, W
S rulated and the questions whioh follow in this report wore based

largely on the statoments made in the lottore.

The yarious mgmbers of the Committee addrossed a
aumber of quédstions to the Japeneso ropresentatives, whose
rineipal spokesman was MNr. Higashi, whose knowledge of the
En?lld! languege onabled him y not
addrensed direct to him, but also to many que
to Mre Sato, as that gentlemsn is not a vory fluent English
speakere $

Attachod hereto is tabulation of the questions askod
and the replies given b the Japonese representativea.

RESOLVED that tho Mediool Henlth Officor be inatructed
to investigate the question of the offoot which the attendance at
the classes in the Japanose lLanguage Schoo) may have upon the
ohildyren; for the information of the Committoo.

RESOLVED that Mre T. Sato be requested to forward a
nhe Doolaration which was filed by vhen
naking epplication for inoorporation of the Japanese
School under the Aot, aad also ocertified ocopy of the By-laws.

The Commuittoe then adjourned to meet
again at the call of the Chaire
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Report with respect to a meeting held

on January 24th, 1941, of the Speoial

Committee re Japanoso Registration and
Japanese residonta of the City of Ven-
couver, containing the questions asked
by various memders of the Speecinl Come
nittee, and the replies and commonsts

made by the representatives of tho

Japaneso Commmitye. The dulk of the

roplies wore nade by Mr. Yoshimitsu

Higashi, who was the general spokesman

for the Dolegatione

City Clerk's Office,
January 24th, 1941.
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Paw A

what is the soale of tultion foes at Mr. Sato's jchool?

71450 per month for one child ond 80¢ for each additional child
from the same femilys The foo ie pald by the parents and 1is oom-
pulsory for every child attendinge

Hoy many teachors at ¥re fato's sohool?

Thirteen teachors, incluling Mr. Jatos There are 960 pupils.
Total taxes are J060.00 per annum, which is with respect to the
old building nnd the new Onoe

The pupila buy their own textbooks. Thoy oost adbout 15¢ onch and
there are two books for onch grade. There are 12 aradens viz. 8
primary and 4 higher grades. Upon completing 8 years and rocoiv-
ing their diploma, most students stop tokine the coursese. Pupils
onter school at t&e ago of 7. About 80 graduante onch year, and
about 40 attend socondary coursese About 12 to 10 finish the high
sohool standard.

The textbooks used in tho schools are printed in Jepan as there
are no faeilities for printinz thom heres ¥e uso the same books
as are used in schools in Japan. Ve do not covor all the ground
in the books as gohool time ip limited to one hour por day, from
four tc five peme Cortain parts are left out boenuse thoy ere not
adplicable to Canada, or bocdauso they aro too ajfficulte.

The Japanese Langusge Assoolation are proparing books more suitadle
for use among the Jepanoso here that will f£it in with Canadien in-
stitutionses Tho childron wan¢ books that have a Cnnndian environ-
nonte

Is any finanocial assistange given to the sohools from Japan?

llow can the large familios in the lower income brackets afford to
pay the tuition fees, nnd how gan the schools be maintained from
tho small tuition fees whioh they receive?

Tho sbhool funds receive voluntery donstions, bdbesidea vhich each
school has a Maintenance Assooiantion. MNost of the teanchors have
other ogcupations and only devote one hour per day to school worke.

Is it fair that this situation has doveloped? Thesc children
attend City schools at an ayerage cost of about $80.,00 eachs In
a Japonose rooming house which wes burnt two or threo years agro,
the taxes paid to the City wero less than §50.00, yet in that
dwolling were 14 childron attending sohools

The teachinsz of the Japanose language is nn assot (1) in the rola-
tions between the older Japanese and the younger peoplej (2) en
eoconomic asset, as Japanese find 1t vory diffioult to obtain en-
ployment with Inglishespoaking omployers snd therefore find it
neoessary to speak Jopanoso fluentlye

Is 4¢ not far bettor to toach the parents Anglish than teach Jepone-
gse ¢o the ehildren?

Znelish is a difficult language for the older Japanese to learne
}t would be equally aifficult for an adult Ocoidental to lean
apanesos

In British Columbia a difficulty rolative to assinilation of Can=-
adian born Japanocse arises in such situations as the following:
Half-way through a converaation botween Japanese and "hite fishexr-
mon, the Japanese break off to talk waong thonselves in the Japen-
ese tonzue and the White people 4o not know what is poing one

Wy should that be necessary?

Ve oannot pass an opinion on thate

At a joint meeting of Japanosc and Cceidentals, the larger part
of tho meetinz is held in Jopanose, which 1s the areatont Arawback!

{over)
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Faze 3

That is becausc many of tho people there are the older Japanose
who do not understand English properly and therefore express them-
selves in Japsnesej but at meotings of Church groups and Japanesee
Onnm‘l:;n oitizen groups the meootings are invariadly conducted in
Kngl ©

Anong Joapanese in Haney and Maple Ridze distriocts thoy siddenly
start talking in Japanese and white people oannot follow them.
Vhat do you say as to that?

The English lenguage is boooning more and more the medium for
rpeaking and writing.

Mre Higashi, who answored this question, said that
he rogretted he had not learnt more of the Japanese
langunge because he had a Airfioulty in conversing
with the older pooplee

A yeor or two as0 some Japanese fishermen moved thoir oraft into
the restrioted aree of the Seaplans Harbouyr, Vancouver Airport.

#hon r::onnmtcd with, they apparently did not understand what

wan said.

According to a press report in the "’rovinece”, there was enzine
$rouble and the boat stalled.

Can you assure the Committoc thnt no assistance in any way, direo-
tly or indireotly, is recoived from the Japanese Govornment so far
08 8chools are concerncd?

No agsiatance whatevere. As a natter of fact the letter (from Mr.
e::t:) shows that each year a finnncial statemont is sulmitted to
oriae

Are you or are you not rcceiving any assistance either diroctly
or indirectly from tho Japanese Govornment Or any Source 6onned-
ted with the Japanese Govermaont?

Absolutely noe
Is the attondance at Japanese schools purely optional?

Some parents do not send their children t0 Japanese achools.
Sixty to seventy pareent of Japanese children of school age do
attend Japanase sohoolus The other shirty to forty por cont
pick up some Japanese. A lagger poreentage ocannot write Japan-
oso oy yeond the Japanese newspapere They read English nows in
the daily press and those parts of the Japanese nowapspors whioch
are printed in Englishe.

¥hat about the appointment of school trusteos?

Trustees are appointed by the Japanese Language Jchool Maintenance
Assocletion, ocamposed of children's parents, at tho annual genoral
neotinze Only menbers of the Assooiation have voting power.

Does any boGy in Japan receive any roports re the activities of
the gchool in any way?

Noj and we make none to tho consule

Questions were asked regarding a nundber of toxt bdooks

gtn;ogo in the Japmmese language, which were nroduced by
¢ OA%0e

In reply to queastions by the Committee, the following

information was givent

Regarding the page contcining the Rising Sun on the one

aide and tha Jananeaa flag on tha othar; the ranly was

that thasn nehaa ava avousald ant In tha tavt hank am 1¢
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is a lesson which is not tausht.

On beins shown a pioture of Admiral Togo, the reply was that
the teamchors pass thot overe
In reply to a suggostion that the gubmarine, air-
oraft carrier, otoe, shown in the toxt-hooks would
build up a feolinz of pride in Japanese achievenonts,
the roply was =~ “lMr. Sato teaches Canndian idonls.”

There is a thread of militarignm running throurh all the text-books.
That fear is absolutoly groundless.

Aro zou prepared to admit that the text-book as now used is
not the most suitablo textbook to be ugod in Canada for the
teachinz of children whom you hope will eventuamlly make good
Canndians? Are you quite agreed on that?

Yes.

Has sny recent effort doon made to change the method of teach~
ing or tho policy of tho pohool in any way to make it more in
keoping with Canadian idenlism?

Yos. It is incorporated in the nrineiples of the teaching of
the Canadian Japanese Langungo Sehool Assooiation.

(To Mrs Sato) Vhen you took over the school, were not ocortain
rocomrendations made by your predecessor for a chnnge in the
curriculum of the sohool? Did Mre Kaburagli not sugzest that
atops be taken to pay nore attention to Canadian idoalism than
to Japanesc national 1denlisn? Did you get any suoch roquost or
was eny such sugcestion mede to the Board of Trustees at that
time to change the whole seteup of the cultural side of achool
instruotion?

(By Mr. Higashi, on bohalf of Mr. Sato) Thero was no particular
resommendagion made to him to ohange the polioy. There was
nothxng to be changed from the standard policy, which has bdeon
to foster Canadianisme Mrs Sato has been endeavouring to inoule
cate that for 25 yearse.

About 20 years aro gome steps were tnken by your hoard to have
new textbooks?

That was in 1924.

In 1994 you were going to take atens ¢» ohange things and these
changes woroe not medos

There wero insuffiociont Japanese at that time and not enough
schools in the provinece and the finanoing of this matter could
not be met and the attempt fell throughj but now thero aro lagge?
sohools and it is felt that it can be done this time but it will
take quite a while for tho rovision to be completed.

D14 Mr. Kaburagi moke any dircot recommendations at that time to
the bonrd governinz the Japanese schools here for any change in the
Japanese school set-up?

(Mre Sato) Twenty-five years ago whon I cenchere I insisted on
tho teachins of Canadianism. ¥We do toach Canadian ideals. Mo,
I 414 not meot Mr. Kaburagi.

(At this point Dr. Ishiwara remarked that Mre Kaburagi,

who was his brother-in-law, went to Japan after working

in the Vanocouver Japanese School for about 30 years, and
dted adont fifteon voars agos)
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Mre Kaburagi founded tno sghool systom?
Yose.

The Chairman remarked that he kmew Mr. Kaburagi
very woll indeed ond was aware what transpired
with regard to those mattors.

It should be written in the ola schcol records.
Is there a paper in tho Japanese language published here?

Yes, but the type is different. They oan handle small printing
jobas. Thore are three Japanese nowspapers published heree.

Is the sme system of eduechtion used in Japanose schools in
other parts of tlie province?

These other gchools do not come under Mr. Sato's ocontrol. For
the most part the text books are the seme. The main curriculum
is reading, writing, etce

In textbooks a large porcentage of Japanese nilitariem is in-
volved and hg‘mn ¢mmerislism. VWhen the Prince from Japan
camo here on his way to the Coronation, many people commentoed
on the manner in which Japanese children took vpart in that
coremony.- There was a parade and they ovidenced wusual respect
foyr the Prince.

I 414 not witness that spectacle. I think that any respect
showm t:“ natural as the Prince came from the country of their
parentse.

I believe that many of the ohildren got down on their kmees in
the Jepsnese fashion. Cur own children would have stood on the
pside and would have watohed mnd probably gheared to0h

1f Roosevelt osme here we would give him @ hearty welcome.

¥ so, the prinee was famous in Japan and was weloomed in
the Jepnese way. ‘hen King George oame here wo fave hinm a
hearty welcomo.

Evidently the children are getting those ideas of Japanese loyalty
from somowherce

That was just the Japanese way of showing rospoct for the prince.

I was more interested in the visit of King Gocrge ond Quoon Eliz-
abethe I look on them as my king and queen. 'hen Their esties
ocame hore the loyalty and true devotion shown by the young Japanese
people was more than that shown to the rince.

The main objeet of the mahcols 1s to teach the Jepanese languago.
In the Japanese language textbooks it would be possible to have
piotures of British worships.

In the propnsed new toxtbook Canadian scenes would de depiocted.
The prime purpose of those textbooks is to teaol tho mechanics
of the language.

Can ycu givo the Comuittoo an assurance that the textbooks, as

reviged, would be compiled from a language standpoint, and that
tuo; would not have sny national inferentinl influence in any
way

We would be pleased to show a copy of the new textbook to youe.
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Page D

(0 Dr. Ishiwara, who is Chairman of the Whole Board) From the
health standpoint, what is the effoot of this school attendance
five days & woek on the childron? I believe that they have some
additional tuition in tho suymmore

In reoly, Dre. Ishivara produced some graphs showing the
height and weight of loocel Japanese children of various
azes compared with Japunese ohildren in Japan of similar
eges, indioating a conparison favourable to the cohildren
domioiled in Vanscouvere

- ————— - ——

Mr. Hato was roquested to forward a copy of the Articles
of Registration of the Japanoso Language School under the
"HBenevolont Socleties Act™, and he promised that this
would be done.

- - ———

With reference to the passage in Mr. Sato's letter reading,
*The aim of our sohools is and has been since the ingeption
of tho first school in 1906 to inculeaté fine and true
Canadian eitizenship among our pupils,” the Chairman stated
that he was satisfied from rirst hand knowlodge that there
may have been a groat trend along thess lines in the early
days of the school in Vancouver, dut that he was somewhat

of the opinion during the {om number of yeara that that
)

tondency has not been as sely adhored to as in the eorly
doys of the schoole That matior might possibly be overcome
if the proposed new textbook were pdapted ond used, and if
an assurence could dbe given to the Committeoe and others in-
torested in the subject that the militaristic and nationale
i{stic traits rumning through these school hooks was being
definitely eliminated.

Yene.

Referense wes made to a cvnfliet of opinion between the Canadian
bvorn Japanese as to the anthoritative control of the older elsment
of Jepanese in this community, and it wes stated that the control
of thought and the trend of opinion emong the lognl Japaneso is
still held by the oldor Japanose

that 1f there 1z to be any hope of development towards the real
Canadienism, and if that is to be drought about by the

generation of Japanesc the national influence of tho older Japan=
ese who are in the bac und of the whole thing must be broken
down somewheree.

I think that 1t is quite natural that the older groun of any
nation has a dominant control over the younger people, but now
that the younger poople are definitely here to stay they are
taking their share in "ruaning the comaunity”e.

It was stated that the grenter proportion of the contents of the
three Jepanose pepers circuleted in the oity is presented in the
Japanose language, and the quention was asked: Is there any reason
why there should ‘o as large & portion of these newspapers printed
in the Japanese language as was tho onse thl.rz Pm ago? Should
not the trend have been to priant in the ngzli mgueage?

The biggest paper, the Continental Daily News, has an English
sootion, and there i{s an all-English Jar:nuo publication which
has become more Oor less the recognised ader in Nisoi ciroles.
It is more snd more tho youns people who are ttklnf it overe
The Cenadiesnising of the Japenese beoomos more noticeadble as

- these young people Erow upe
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RR mFORHATION REQUIRED BY THE SPECIAL COMMITTEE RE JAPANESE
REG ISTRAT ION

On April 2nd, lr. Higashi called at the City
Clerk's Office, and produced certain doouments which he stated
were copies certified by the Provinoial authorities.

‘ With regard to the text dooks which were submit-
ted by the Japanese representatives at the meeting of the Come
mittee held on January 24th last, Mr. Higashi stated that the
parts in the text dbooks to which exception had been taken by
the Committee had been removed.

. BeH.We roturned to Mr. Higashi doouments reforred
to and requested him to see that & lstter was sont him addressed
to the City Clerk, explaining what was necessary in connection
with these documents, and =1so0 putting on record the information
he had given with respect to the text books.

At this date, April 8th, no further word has been
reccived.

City Clerk's Ofrfioce,
April 8th, 194l.




