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Mr. A. W. NEILL (Comox-Alberni): Mr.
Speaker, I wish to discuss this afternoon the
question of the Japanese in British Columbia.
Since it is an important and burning question
there at the present time, it is almost impos-
sible to tell the tale in the required time,
and I may ask to have a few minutes longer.
If so, it will be the first time I have had to
do so.

I am not unmindful, nor shall I try to be,
of the remarks of the Prime Minister (Mr.
Mackenzie King) when he wamned against
hasty and unwarranted language, calculated
to inflame the situation in British Columbia,
as regards Japanese. Mr. Speaker, I have
listened to that appeasement talk for twenty
years from the government benches, and I
think the time has come to take a different
stand. I believe we can best serve the
interests of our country, and promote peace,
by having plain talk, straightforward discus-
sions and, I hope, definite action, with respect
to the issues before us.

In the first campaign in which I took part
for election to this house in the fall of 1921,
I was struck by two outstanding features in
the district, first, the predominant place the
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Japanese had acquired in the fishing industry,
and, second, the vast increase in their

tion in British Columbia, both through immi-
gration and by birth. The fishing industry
was dominated by the Japanese during the
last war, when our men were overseas. Then,
later, they started a policy of pushing the
white men out of that industry. The methods
they adopted in that procedure were too often
those which are not expected in ordinary
business competition.

Early in 1922 I got the then government of
the day to make a cut in the quota of fishing
licences allotted to Japanese in the salmon
trolling—a part of the fishing industry—to
the extent of thirty-three per cent. Later, in
the summer, a royal commission was appointed,
and it decided to cut all Japanese salmon
fishing licences to the extent of forty per
cent. The following year they were again cut
another fifteen per cent, and the year after
that another ten per cent. This made a very
substantial reduction, which has been since
maintained.

The house is aware that a few weeks ago all
Japanese fishing vessels, numbering about
1,200, were seized. If the influx had been
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allowed to continue, and had not been
checked in 1922, as I have described, the
number now to be seized would have been
something like 3,000 or possibly 3,500. That
would have greatly aggravated the situation
in British Columbia to-day.

Then, let us look at the other point, namely
their i in bers by immigration and
by birth. The Japanese birthrate is about
double that of the white race—rather more
than that. And that, of course, goes on all
the time. We can stop immigration, but we

“effective restriction”. Of course the govern-
ment’s majority carried the amendment. We
were told at that time that the two expres-
sions were synonymous, and that the term
“ecffective restriction” meant total exclusion.
The government majority carried the amend-
ment—and that was the ead of total sxclusion.
It did not operate as we had beca ied to
believe,

Time has gope on and taken its toll of
those fourteen mémbiers who supported that

incipl There have been deaths, both

litically and physically at one end of the

cannot stop i by birth, ially when
the Japanese government allows to emigrate
only those women who are likely to bear
children. If they do not have those children,
they are sent back to Japan, and others are
sent out in their places. Y
Prior to 1884 there was no immigration of
Japanese into British Columbia. From that
time until 1907 they came in in ever-increas-
ing numbers, until the situation became
alarming. Then the government of the day—
a Liberal government, by the way—made a
deal with Japan or, as they called it, a
gentleman’s agreement. On the face of it, it
was an arrangement whereby Japan pledged
itself to see that no more than 400 Japanese
left Japan to come to Canada in one year.
No greater travesty of language could be
found than to call that a gentlemen’s agree-
ment, because when one makes a gentlemen’s
agreement it is presupposed that both parlies
to the agreement are animated by the desire
and intention to adhere to it in faith, truth
and honesty. But when you find that one
of the parties has not the slightest intention
of adhering to those principles, control be-
comes much more difficult. In other words,
in those circumstances a gentlemen’s agree-
ment is just a joke. I have said that the
matter was a joke, and I make that state-
ment sincerely because I found that instead of
only 400 entering Canada in any one year,
the Japanese were entering to the extent of
1,700. That is a matter of record; I have
taken it from the records. Then, the other
part of the contract was such that .the whole
matter was left wide open. I shall leave that

rainbow, and the senate and big government
appointments at the other end. All these
have reduced that little band to the point
where I am the only one left. I can say,
like the man in the Bible—in the Book of
Job, I believe it was; some of my parson
friends can correct me if I am wrong—“I
only am escaped alone to tell thee” T con-
tinued pressing the matter as best I could,
but I found that governments were not
sympathetic.

There was too much talk of appeasement in
the air. One of the arguments was this, “We
want to do a big trade with Japan, with her
sevenly million people. We do not want to
lose that trade. If we do anything they don’t
like they will take their trade to the United
States.” That argument had some plausibility;
at any rate it was good enough to stall me
off for a year or Lwo.

Then I saw the psychological moment open
in 1924, The government of the United States,
out of a clear sky, passed a total exclusion act
against orientals, including Japanese. There
was our chance to do the same, without loss
of trade. I begged the then Prime Minister—
the same one as we have to-day—to make it
apply to all orientals; but he could not see his
way clear to do so. He did apply it to
Chinese, and that action has been most suc-
cessful. Unfortunately, however, it was not
applied to Japanese.

I continued from time to time to do what
I could; and then along about 1928—possibly
it was 1020—the Prime Minister was kind

part of the subject for the
In the spring of 1922, for once in their
lives the British Columbia members had sense
enough to take united action. I do not
believe they have ever done it since, nor do
I think it had been done before. We all got
together—I believe there were four groups
d d a lution to

g| d I give him full credit for it,
because he did not have to do it—to readjust
the joint agreement so that instead of an
entry of 400 a year there would be only 150.
He put some teeth in the terms of that agree-
ment, so that we really had at least a
gamb'ler'a chance of enforcing it. I believe

at that ti

the house asking for the total exclusion of
orientale from British Columbia and Canada.
The g d the luti

the with their accustomed ability
and subtlety found loopholes whereby at least
to some extent they evaded the terms of the
but not to any great extent.

an
moved to amend it by striking out the words
“total exclusion” and inserting the words

Then, of later years the war has stopped any
serious immigration,
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T was told at that time that there were other
reasons why we should not do anything to
offend the Japanese natior, reasons of a
dipl ic nature. I ber as well as if
it were yesterday the answer I gave—I believe
it is in Hansard—“The house and government
might be assured that the Japanese nation
would attack us the very moment it suited
them, no matter what we had done by way of
appeasement, favours or anything else.” The
very moment it suited them to attack us they
would do so—and to-day tells the answer.

If my advice had been taken, even as late
as 1924, to-day there would have been in
Canada perhaps 5,000 or 6,000 fewer Japanese
than there are to-day. Six thousand taken
from 24,000 would have helped to ease this
very acute situation which exists in British
Columbia to-day.

I continued to look anxiously at the situa-
tion, and in 1938 I thought I had another
opportunity. I brought in a bill to provide for
an educational . The J; were not
mentioned by name, but the provisions of this
bill would have applied to three-quarters of
the world’s population. If it had been put
into force, it would have set up a method
which has been used in Australia and New
Zealand for thirty years without any objec-
tion from the Japanese. This has helped to
keep Australia and New Zealand white. The
government refused to allow my bill to go
through. The matter was put to a vote and,
if hon. members are interested in the matter,
they will find it fully set out in Hansard of
May 31, 1038, at page 3411. The hon. mem-
ber for Skeena (Mr. Hanson) and the hon.
member for Kamloops (Mr. O'Neill) should be
proud now that they withstood the pressure
of the whip at that time and voted in the.
interests of their province rather than at the
dictates of the party. In justice to the hon.
member for Victoria, B. C. (Mr. Mayhew),
I must say that he was sick at home at the
time and could not possibly be here.

In September, 1940, Japan signed the deal,
agreement or whatever you call it with Ttaly
and Germany, In plain English, they bound
themselves to enter into war against us and
the United States whenever it suited Germany
or Hitler, Pressure was put upon the govern-
raent by British Columbia, and I suppose some
realization of the situation also led the gov-
ernment lo lake action. They appointed a
hand-picked committee to investigate the sub-
ject, which tvmmittee same hack with a
number of recommendations, I believe ten in
all. There were only two of any importance,
Nos. 5 and 7, and I shall deal with them.
No. 5 ded against allowing J:
to enlist in our volunteer army then being
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raised. That was a very goud idea, otherwise
we would have had perhaps 1,500 Japanese
training in our army, possitly in key positions,
petty officers and the like. They would have
been familiar with every detail of our army
operations. Protests were made by the mayor
of Nanaimo, and I think by other cities and
by myself, and the recommendation of the
committee carried. That was all right.

Recommendation No. 7 was that there should
be a re-registration of the Japanese in Canada.
It had been claimed by many people that the
registration that had been taken was just
e fake as regards the Japanese. Only those
who felt like it registered, and there was a
demand for a new registration. The recom-
mendation was that they should be photo-
graphed at the same time. That was a good
idea, but it had one fatal defect, if deception
is regarded as a fatal defect. It was clearly

d d that this istration was com-
pulsory. We were told how well it was going
on, how successful it was, and it was hoped
that we malignants would now be satisfied and
keep quiet. The whole thing turned on the
point that it was compulsory,

If it had been voluntary, what use would it
have been? Supposing we decided to make a
history of the people by the name of Smith,
to have a record of everything they had done,
whether they had been in gaol and so on.
If this were carried on voluntary, how many
Smiths would come forward except those with
clean hands? - Was it expected that Japanese
who had entered the country illegally would
come forward and say, “Yes, I came in
illegally, take me.” Of course they would not.
A Jap is not a fool, any more than we are.
The guilty ones did not register and the
whole thing was a gigantic failure. It could
not be otherwise if it were anything but
compulsory.

Our main complaint was that many of them
had come into the country illegally and this
re-registration would have discovered that.
Was it expected that those who had come in
illegally would disclose that fact? The thing
is ridiculous. When the war came on, after
Pearl Harbour, it was discovered that it was
not compulsory, that it was just a gesture to
keep us quiet, just a farce Then what hap-
pened? The war was on and the people
know what war -means; this government
should know what it means. These same
people were given two months in which to
register; they werc given until February 7 to
get things fixed up, to get a fake birth certi-
ficate or a forged entry card. You can buy
them in Vancouver. If they could not get
either, ‘they were given two months before
they would be subject to the same action as
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that to which any other enemy alien would be
exposed. Why give them two months? We
were practically saying to them, “We are at
war with you, but we will give you two months
in which to get faked papers, or get out of
the country.” I never heard the like of it
before, and I hope I never shall again.

If T were challenged to offer proof of these
things, I could no more do it than I could
offer proof of the day of the week on which
my last birthday fell. You do not keep track
of these things that are so well known. 1
suppose I could have kept the newspapers that
1 read at the time, but I did not. I never
dreamed that such action would be necessary
to show that they had eaid it was compulsory.
On February 9, the Prime Minister made this
statement, as reported on page 436 of
Hansard:

The committee received the utmost coopera-
tion from Japanese nationals as well as from
Canadians of Japanese racial origin. When a
state of war was proclaimed as existing between
Japan and Canada, the registration was all but
complete.

The utmost cooperation! We know the
extent of that cooperation. Here is what a
man wrote—a white man for a change, and
perhaps we can take his word—to the local
paper in Vancouver a few days ago:

About three enn ago I was talking to a
Cnnudinn-born anese boy in a store lnd
said to him, “if tle Japs ever came over here
would you fight against us?” He replied, “I
wouldn't_want to, but I would either have to
or commit suicide.”

That is the sort of blind it is. There is
your cooperation. Only when they attacked

one or two exceptions, the twenty-five gen-
tlemen who attended this conference were
in government service. Their continuing or
advancement in the branch of the service in
which they were, might depend upon—putting
it politely—their thinking the same way as
the goverament about these matters.

I suggesed that they should call in the
British Columbia members who were elected
by the people and who have some claim to
represent the people. But, oh, no! T should
like to give another quotation. T shall not
give names because I do not think it is
fair to attack people when they are not in
a position to reply. When an official is
mentioned, 1 shall refer to an official, and
when reference ie made to a member of the
government, I shall simply call him a minister
1 quote:

I fail to see any need of iettmg the members
from British Columbia together and asking them
what they think should be done.

They were not called together, but the
twenty-five government officials were there
in full strength, They were fully informed
of the government's views because some
came from the Department of External
Affairs.

I have here the statement got out by the
Prime Minister. This is an official document,
after the conference had reported, and so
there is no harm in my quoting from it. It con-
tains seventeen paragraphs, a great many of
which are build-ups for the rest of it. I will
deal with the more important ones, paragraphs
6, 7 8 and 11.

Pearl Harbour was it announced that the
whole thing bad been only voluntary. Here is
an article that appeared in the papers a few
«days afterwards:

During_the registration proceedings, several
hundred Japanese left Canada for Japan, Most
of these were known to the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police. Many of them were believed
to have entered the country illegally.

It is only after war breaks out that we
discover all that, They were given two
months in which to fix things up or get out.

h 6 ds that the govern-
mum. should seize immediately the Japanese
ﬁshmg boats. That was done. It was done

diately war was declared, and for that
action I lm\e nothing but the utmost praise.
It was done promptly and thoroughly. I have
a vague idea that I see in it the efficient hand
of the Minister of National Defence for Naval
Services (Mr. Macdonald). At any rate it
was done, and done well, While this is not
part of the report, I may as well finish up
that mmncr by saying that after they had
boats in their hands, the ques-

If that registration had been Isory, we
would have got the best of these an agcnl!
and the best of their spies. They have now
gone home with their charts and plans and
with a local knowledge that could not be
bought for any money. Perhaps we shall see
some of these Japs again peering over the
side of the bridge of a German gunboat in
Vancouver, Nanaimo or Port Alberni, because
*we now know that many of them were expert
:naval men. Agll-ahon oonunued and the

0V call which was
lhcld here on Janunry 8 and 9. With possibly

tion arose, what to do with them? It was
desirabie lo get them back into fishing again,
so that whiteé men could catch the fish so badly
needed for the British market. Therefore they
set up a committee to try to sell these boats.
Whoever chose that committee deserves great
credit. They made excellent choices, Here
they are: Chairman, Hon. Mr. Justice Sidney
Smith, a man with a master mannere papers,
so he would und d boats;

B. L. Johnson, DS.O,, RC. N.R a man of
outstanding nbility and repute in Vancouver.
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Then there was a Japancse, Kishizo Kimura,
who I am told, is a very able man, familiar
with the work that he undertook. T give all
credit for that. Like all government offices,
it is true that they were rather slow in going
about their work, but they got started at last.
They issued a circular, a copy of which I hold
in my hand, explaining their procedure. I am
very glad to get this circular because I can
pass the information along to the fishermen,
who are continually writing to me to know
what to do. I am afraid that the whole scheme
will not be entirely successful because the
government will have left on their hands
hundreds of boats. That is not the fault of
the government or of this committee. Well,
they got this thing started and have sold
fifty-six boats up to date, and mnnelluus to
relate, they told the b of

I rather think permission has been extended
to the 1st of April. The language is doubt-
ful, but if it can be mwrpnuzd to the benefit
of the Japanese, be it will be so inter-
preted. You are dealing with clever, subtle,
unscrupulous enemies—and they are enemies
—and when you say that you are not going
to stop the sale for two months, that is just
an invitation to them to accumulate as much
gas and explosives as they can in the mean-
time. We say to them: “Remember, on the
7th of February or oun the 1st of April we are
going to shut down on you.” Is that not an
mvitation to them to get explosives and gaso-
line against a rainy day? That time limit
should never have been put in. The order
should have been made applicable at once.
I want to say one more good thing for

about it. They even accepted a suggestion I
made—another remarkable thing. I suggested
that they could not sell these boats for cash
because the fishermen did not have cash, but
they \\nuld be able to buy them on time, and

ly that was i. The general
idea of a lot of these officials, the people on
these new boards, seems to be that there is
no loyalty, intelligence or usefulness in any
member of parliament. I do not know where
they get the idea because it is not so very
long since the people elected us. But that is
the idea you find among the people on these
new boards and among these dollar-a-year
men. Since we are not told what is being
done, we shall have to guess or simply deal
with what we sce, and if we guess wrong, the
government is to blame. I do not think mem-
bers of psrhumcnt are any more unworthy
than they were in years gone by.

I want to quote recommendation 7 in which
was contained the policy of the cabinet. It
reads:

For the same period—

That is during the war.

«~the sale of gasoline and explosives to persons
of Japunese racial origin will be directly con-
trolled under conditions to be prescribed gy the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

That is a good idea too, a very good idea,
but unfortunately I read in the papers—I
have to go to the press for information be-
cause I cannot get it anywhere else—that these
sales are still going on.

Mr. HOMUTH: The sale of powder is
still going on?

Mr. NEILL: Explosives. A man wrote to
the Vancouver Province the other day and
suggested that if this order was in cffect, why
was the Japanese station at the corner still
selling gas the same as usual? That has been
going on for two and a half months now, and

the g and it will be the last, I am
sorry to say. It does not pay to state your
case unfairly, and I wish to be strictly fair.
In these two instances I have mentioned, the
seizing of the Japanese boats, and this order
with respect to the sale of gasoline and
explosives was made applieable to all
Japanese, and all honour is due to the gov-
ernment for doing it.

‘There are three classes of Japanese we must
deal with, There are the Japanese nationals,
those born in Japan and never naturalized in
Canada; they are Japanese nationals. Then
there is the man born in Japan and natural-
ized in Canada. He is called a naturalized
Japanese or a Canadian. Then there is the
Japanese who was born in Canada, who can
call himself a Japanese-Canadian if he likes.
The government orders with regard to seizing
the boats and the sale of gas and explosives
applied to all three classes. That was all
right.

Now 1 deu.l with pamgmph 8. It says that

Is will be forbidden to possess
or use short-wave receiving sets or radio trans-
mitters in Canada, A most excellent thing.
Hon, members can all understand why it was
necessary Lo do that. That was fine. But it
does not come into effect until the 1st of
April. Did the Japanese give us four months’
notice of what they were going to do at Pearl
Harbour? Yet we say to them: “Go wan-
dering about with your cameras and take
pictures, and use your receiving sets to send
word to Japan, and your receivers to get
instructions from Japan. You can do this
as much as you like until the 1st of April.”
Even if the order had been withheld, and they
had been allowed to continue doing these
things without being told of any date when
they must stop, it would not have been so
bad, because then they would never have
known when the order was coming into force.
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But they were wamed—you will not be inter-
fered with until the 1st of April. The order
was the equivalent of that. We told them:
“Do your dirty work now. Use your radio
and your receiving set but, remember, hide
or bury them before the 1st of April, and then
everything will be lovely” They told the
Japanese nationals that they must not use
these things in a protected area. But they
can use them outside. I have a police order
to that effect. Tt is signed by the police
and says:

No enemy alien shall have in his possession
or use while in such protected area any camera,
radio transmitter, radio short-wave receiving
set, firearm, ammunition or explosive.

But that order does not apply outside the
protected area, and it does not apply to a
naturalized or native-born Japanese.

Mr. RALSTON: I am not quite familiar
with the regulations as to cameras, but does
my hon. friend suggest that the same date
applied with regard to evacuating a protected
area and the possession of cameras? They
must evacuate by April 1.

Mr. NEILL: Yes,

Mr. RALSTON: My hon, friend used the
same dnte, April 1, when speak.mg of cameras
and receiving sets,

Mr. NEILL: Yes. I said that the language
was so ambiguous that it could be read two
ways. It reads:

Notices ordering all enemy aliens to evacuate
the coastal area of British Columbia west of
the Cascade mountains by April 1 and to
surrender cameras and radios will be posted in
public buildings to-day.

" Then:

Orders to Japanese . . . to get out of the
coastal areas withir forty-seven days and to
surrender cameras, -radios and other banned
articles, were issued to.day,

Mr. RALSTON: I think my hon, friend
is reading some sort of newspaper paraphrase
of the order. The order to gnva up radios
and is 'he
onder of evacuation is not. The order referred
to, is effective on April 1.

Mr. NEILL: It is signed by Colonel Hill,
and states that no enemy alien shall have m

& man who is not a Japanese national can do
these things any time, any place. The order
applies only to nationals; that is, to men
born in Japan and coming over here, and
these are comparatively few in number, some-
thing like 1,700 out of 24,000, and only while
they are in the area. The remaining 22,000
of natumlized Japanese are free to come and
go, as I have said, anywhere. They can
photogeaph what they like, radio what they
like. They can do something else which I
have not touched upon, and which is—not
to make a joke—a burning question in British
Columbia. Three, two, one of them can do
endless damage in British Columbia with a
box of matches, The most deadly enemy of
the lumber industry in British Columbia is
fire. Lumbermen are so afraid of it, it is
80 dangerous, that they shut their camps
down in the middle of summer, as soon as
the humidity reaches a certain point, A man
can wander out in that bush, ten, fifty, a
hundred miles from anywhere, and do more
damage with a box of matches than it would
take two armies to put out. The large
number of forest rangers whom we have
could not touch the fringe of the thing if
these aliens were determined to commit
sabotage, Some of the biggest lumbermen
on the coast are much alarmed at this situa-
tion. If the Japanese were out of the area,
they could not do this damage, because you
can’t do a thing if you are not there.

I have spoken of the freedom of Japanese
to come and go with cameras, radios and
matches. That is not restricted to two months
or four months; that is for eternity, if the
war lasts that long; it is for the duration of
the war that the naturalized or Canadian-born
Jup can go out and commit sabotage; he is
free to do it the whole time, and he is the
most dangerous of the lot. The naturalized
Jupanese speaks our language fluently, possibly
he has been to college. He possesses far
greater potentialities of trouble as a spy or
an agent than if he had just come from
Japan. The fellow dressed up like a white
man, speaking our language glibly, is the
one who should be interned. Tt is very hard
for me to believe that the government are
so remote from what is taking place or may
take place as not to understand the situation,

P h 10 of the to which I

his possession or use while in such
area any camera, radio transmitter, 'adxo

referred makes a rather vague reference to
the blish t of a civil corps for Canadian

short-wave receiving set, firearm,
or explosive.

Mr., RALSTON: That is effective imme-
diately. You don’t wail until April 1 for
that.

Mr. NEILL. Well, as I said, xt is doubtful.
‘There is, h , 1O that

and naturalized Japanese. Because the pro-
jeot is a voluntary one, and in view of the
vagueness to which I have referred, I imagine
that presently it will fade away.

I should now like to make three charges
against the government. The first is this, that,
with the exception of scizing these boats,
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they have been far too slow in handling the
Japanese situation. They have let days go
by when it should have been hours, and a
month when it should have been dsys Look
at what was done in Mexico. There the
government dealt with the whole lot as soon
as war was declared, and ordered into the
interior every Jap who was on the coast. They
did it; they didn't talk about it. Cuba did
the same thing. They arrested, I believe,
eighteen Japanese, all but two of whom were
naval officers. Nicaragua took the same
course, and took it speedily.

Mr. CRERAR: Could my hon. frend tell
the house—I am merely asking for informa-
tion—what has been done in the United States?

Mr. NEILL: No. I have not made myself
familiar with what is happening there. I know
that on the Pacific coast they took prompt
steps. But they did not have the same incen-
tive and need for action as we have, because
there were not fishermen in the state of
Washington; most Japanese there worked in
paper mills and the like of that. But I am
not in a position to state in detail what was
done, I have troubles enough of my own. I
do know what the situation is in British
Columbia.

The only reason why we have not had a
Pearl Harbour bombing in Canada is that we
have no Pearl Harbour to bomb.

I note here that the council of the city of
Vancouver has passed a resolution urging the
govcrnment to get a move on. The mport
speaks of i and
at the coast over tho nppnnm!. lnllure of the

to i

The eecond oharge is that everi the small
restrictions to which I have referred are
applicable only to nationals, and I say it is
inexcusable that they are not made applicable
to all naturalized Japanese aliens in this
country. To whom do you suppose they
think they owe loyalty? If they were scat-
tered all over Canada, the case might be
different, but think what may happen when

“ they are turned loose in a small area, when

25,000 are concentrated in an area where they
could so readily combine to take action against
Vancouver, or Victoria, 88 the case may be.
It an ; 1 can-
not understand why it is allowed to continue,

The third charge is that the government
have shown indiffereuce to British Columbia
defence, also to air raid precautions work and
the like of that. I am not blaming the govern-
ment for preparations which they might have
made six years ago. That is not their fnult;
I know that. We could not get the appropria-
tion through the house. The Cuupeuuve
C Ith Federation moved 1

d i Lhe gov for

as the Minister of Pensions and Nnhnnal
Health (Mr. Mackenzie) did, to spend some
money for these purposes. But I do blame the
government for not having taken the situa-
tion in hand since war was declared. They
are too slack; they appear to adopt the
attitude, “Oh, well, we have to take chances;
we are doing the best we can; it will be all
right.” Well, they told us it would be all
nght about Hong Kong. But people make
en military men, even high

goVi t d policy
of removing Japanese.

The legislature of British Columbia, before
u};ournmg a few days 2go, passed unpnimously

ion urging the d
tn strengthen Pacific defences. The feeling is
very strong at the coast. I wish I could get
the government to realize it.

Here is one incident T must quote, reported
under a big headline in a leading Vancouver
paper, the Daily Province:

ananua live undisturbed on dike adjoining
lll rt.

There are 200 Jupanese living & mile west
of the airport. They are living on a dike.
It would be very easy to blow up or open that
dike, and the airport would be rendered
useless for a long time to come. Yet they
are living undisturbed within a mile of the
airport; they are on a dike into which a gap
could be blown with a few sticks of powder
that would make the airport useless for a
long time to come. Why does the government
not take some action in this case?

military men. They told us it would be all
right at Singapore. Yet we know that mis-
takes were made there. Here is the govern-
ments paper the Vancouver Sun, expressing
this opinion:

Canada obviously has not made its plan of
defence on the assumption of any real attack
on the Pacific coast. . . . That is the plan
which must be reconsidered . we do expect
a well-equipped, mobile smkmg unit which
could pounce upon any Japanese landing attempt
from Alaska southwards.

No such force exists on our coast. No such
force exists in Canada.

I am afraid that is too true. Perhaps in
the secret session which is to be held we shall
be given more information cn this matler.
I do not propose to blame the government
for things which happened before they had
control and knowledge of the situation, or
for not having done what at the time was
beyond their power. But the government
must be mady at that secret session to give
us genuine inf tion, not general




VOLUME 2/22:

H.D, WILSON,
IN BRITISH COLUMBIA”,

» "THE JAPANESE SITUATION

HOUSE OF COMMONS,

OFFICIAL REPORT OF DEBATES, 19 FEB., 1942,

and smooth-sounding platitudes. There has
been too much of this in connection with the
management of the war,

There is « certain place—I will not name
names, I will call it ¥. When the government
began to think about building serodromies I
-thought that ¥ would make & good site for
one, and I said so. I put it up {o the officials,
and they said that they were experts and
ought to know better than I did. Well, I
accepted that decision—~but they are building
that acrodrome now with frantic haste. I
fear we may have to paraphrase the hymn
and say:

Too late, too late will be the cry
The Japanese gunboats have gone by.

There was another aerodrome at a place we
will call X. I wrote to the government in
connection with this one, informing them that
there were two things wrong about it. This
was a year or two ago. I pointed out to the
officials that there was a Jap village 200 yards
from the mouth of it where the Japs could
take photographs and keep a record of any
aeroplanes leaving, with all the details, so
that they could have it all recorded for the
benefit of the Japanese. They were about as
far from the mouth of the acrodrome as
Sparks street would be from where I am
standing. I have in my desk a letter in which
some official tried to sta]l me off. I was told
that they would expropriate the Japanese, but
that they could not do it because there was
some hitch. However, they said they would
look into the matter. Imagine looking into
the question of expropriating this particular
property when other nations, as we know,
take first what they require and then talk
about expropriation. Again, I pointed out to
the officials that there was a Jap who had
been seen taking photographs from an aero-
plane over the harbour, where the aerodrome
was'being built. It was a civilian )f

I submitted all these matters to the depart-
ment, and I have it all on record. One of
the officials said to me, “There is nothing to
this anyhow because it is not against the laws
of the country to take photographs of an
aerodrome.”

1 took it up with some of the higher officials,
and they juggled with it and finally explained
that they could get the Japs under the Official
Secrets Act. The aerodrome is still there; the
Japs are still staying there under their four
months’ lease of life, and doubtless they are
still taking these photographs, which I have
no doubt will be sent to the right place.

These men are not all Canadian nationals.
Some of them may be the very best class of
spies and foreign agents, and I contend that
there has been too mu&h sympathy for the
\f viewpoint and J. i s,
We must remember that we are at war witl
these people. Ottawa is 3,000 miles away
from us out there, and it is useful to have a
man here who is famiilar with conditions on
the coast to advise. So they sent for a man
who for ten or fifteen years had been notorious
—there is no other word by which to describe
his activities—in the province of British
Columbia, for his ch ionship of the Japan-
ese, for his advoecacy of their interests. He
was a protagonist of the Japanese. There was
never a man who belicved so strongly and
implicitly in Japan.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
exceeded his time, and he may proceed only
with the unanimous consent of the house.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Go on.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Go ahead.

Mr. NEILL: I thank the house and the
Prime Minister; I have never asked for this
licence before. To proceed, I may say that
a great deal of ill-will has been excited in
British Columbia. The people out there said

I took this matter up with various bodies—
I will not mention any names because I do
not wish to give them away—and what was
the unswer? I was informed that the investi-
gation was closed. They had ascertained the
name of the man and had found that he had
gone to Japan. I suppose he took photo-
graphs with him as a memento of us because
he loved us so much. Well, he has gone back
to Japan with whatever photographs he took—
we do not know how many—and God knows
how many more may have gone there. But
the officials did not seem to think it was im-
portant. I was told that it would be difficult
to take photographs through the glass of any
aeroplane unless you had a particular sort of
apparatus with which to do it. Well, would
the Japanese not have that type of apparatus?

that this man was paid a big salary as a
provincial official, and they wanted to know
why they should be paying him if he was so
disloyal to the province. That was before
the war, and it was said that it was only a
matter of opinion. He has now been trans-
ferred to a position in Ottawa in which he
can give advice—that is what he is here for,
to speak with authority. He is on the ground,
and he is also in a position to have early
knowledge of any action that might be taken
against the Japanese and to drop a hint in the
right place. Anything of that sort, just a hint
in the right quarters, might make a great deal
of difference in the carrying out of a policy.
Perhaps I shall be told that this is unfair,
that this is a fine man, and that I should not
make such statements. I agree that he is en-

9

titled to his weird opinions; he was entitled
to that before the war, But since the war, no
—a thousand times no. He is too one-sided
and biased to be kept in such a place.

During the last war there was a member of
the royal family, Prince Henry of Battenberg,
I think, who was married to Queen Victoria’s
daughter. He was an admiral of the fleet and
his loyalty could not be questioned, but he
voluntarily asked to be retired. It did not
look well to see a man of German origin in
command of the fleet, and so he asked to be
retired. I submit that in this case a feeling
of decency should have impelled this gentle-
man to whom T have been referring to ask to
be relieved of his position, where he is open
to suspicion. Scripture says that we should
abstain from even the appearance of evil.

We who have taken the position that I am
now taking have been called all sorts of
names. We have been called agitators. It is
gaid that we arc willing to exploit the interests
of Canada for our own political advantage;
that we are rabble-rousers, Jap-baiters, and
that we have a very dangerous influence—that
was not said of me; it was said of a reputable
alderman in Vancouver. I have heard that
sort of thing, and hints of it even in this
house, and certainly in the government press.
You can get a man to write any letter you
want; you can get a white man to make a
tool of himself for a Jap if you pay him
enough. There was a man who wrote to the
papers saying what fine people the Japs are.
I laid a trap for him and I discovered that
he was a white man all right, but also a paid
agent of a Japanese association, but he did
not say that when he signed his name.

Yes, we are all bad because we want a
white British Columbia and not a place like
Hawaii! Fifty years from now, unless some-
thing is done to stop it, all west of the
Rockies will be yellow. I submit, Mr. Speaker,
that we want but little; we simply want to
be left alone, like New Zcaland and Australia,
all white. I have no ill-will against the
Japanese. Perhaps you may think I have
been showing ill-will, but I assure you I have
none towards the Japs. No Jap ever “did”
me—I never gave him the chance. I wish
to be fair to the Japanese, and I think that
if we expatristed them, as we ought to do,
they should be given full justice in regard to
their property, because I am strongly in favour
of a Japan controlled by the Japanese, just
as I am in favour of a Canada controlled by

Canadians. Let us continue to trade with
them; let us do businegs with them across the
ocean; but do not force into one nation two
peoples separated by something that is wider
than the ocean, two peopies who are different
in race, in religion, in traditions and in their
whole philosophy of life. This difference
always has prevented assimilation and aiways
will prevent it, between two nations so utterly
divergent in every respect. The greatest path
towards assimilation iz marriage. Well, the
Japs have been here fifty-eight years and
there is no record of a single marriage, although
there might be one. I asked a Japanese to
produce the record of one marriage and he
could not do so. We have heard of second gen-
eration Japanese born here going to Japanese
schools here to learn Japanese, and that
has been regarded as a small matter. We
went into their textbooks and had them
translated and we found that they were very
anti-British. Yet there were people who
thought that was a small matter—only the
sort of thing that irresponsible people like
myself would talk about. But when the war
came, it was thought wise to shut down the
Jap schools. There were fifty-nine in British
Columbia, and leaving out small areas where
they could not run a school, the great bulk
of those children must have attended some
Japanese school.

I have one more word. When the time
comes to talk peace, I suggest that the
services rendered by Canada and by her Prime
Minister should surely entitle both him and
this dominion to be fully represented when
the terms of peace are being settled, when
the treaty comes to be made, and have their
voice heard in no uncertain terms. 1 do
suggest—perhaps it is too early to talk about
it now, but it is well to get it started—that
we should make an arrangement that when
peace time comes, we expatriate all the
Japanese left in Canada; do it on fair terms,
buy them out, pay them liberally. It was
done in the present war, I believe, between
Russia and Germany; and after the last war
it was done on a large scale, some 200,000
people, between the Greeks and the Turks,
I think. If they could move 200000, it is
much easier for us to move 25,000, and it is
better to move them while their numbers are
so small. Let us settle once and for all this
canker in the life of Canada which prevents
us from being a united white Canada. And
that is what British Columbia wants.

Ortawa: Printed by Eosono Crouties, Printer to the King's Most Excelient Majesty, 1942,
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Mr. A. W. NEILL (Comox-Alberni): Mr.
Speaker, I wish to discuss this afternoon the
question of the Japanese in British Columbia.
Since it is an important and burning question
there at the present time, it is almost impos-
sible to tell the tale in the required time,
and I may ask to have a few minutes longer.
If so, it will be the first time I have had to
do so.

I am not unmindful, nor shall I try to be,
of the remarks of the Prime Minister (Mr.
Mackenzic King) when he warned against
hasty and unwarranted language, calculated
to inflame the situation in British Columbia,
as regards Japanese. Mr. Speaker, I have
listened to that appeasement talk for twenty
years from the government benches, and I
think the time has come to take a different
stand. I believe we can best serve the
interests of our country, and promote peace,
by having plain talk, straightforward discus-
sions and, I hope, definite action, with respect ,
to the issues before us.

In the first campaign in which I took part
for election to this house in the fall of 1921,
I was struck by two outstanding features in
the district, first, the predominant place the

406453—1

Japanese had acquired in the fishing industry,
and, second, the vast increase in their popula-
tion in British Columbia, both through immi-
gration and by birth. The fishing industry
was dominated by the Japanese during the
last war, when our men were overseas. Then,
later, they started a policy of pushing the
white men out of that industry. The methods
they adopted in that procedure were too often
those which are not expected in ordinary
business competition,

Early in 1922 I got the then government of
the day to make & cut in the quota of fishing
licences allotted to Japanese in the salmon
trolling—a part of the fishing industry—to
the extent of thirty-three per cent. Later, in
the summer, a royal commission was appointed,
and it decided to cut all Japenese salmon
fishing licences to the extent of forty per
cent. The following year they were again cut
another fifteen per cent, and the year after
that another ten per cent. This made a very
substantial reduction, which has been since
maintained.

The house is aware that a few weeks ago all
Japanese fishing vessels; numbering about
1,200, were seized. If the infl

Archiyes
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allowed to continue, and had not been
checked in 1922, as I heve described, the
number now to be seized would have been
something like 3,000 or possibly 3,500. That
would have greatly aggravated the situation
in British Columbia to-day,

‘Then, let us look at the other point, namely
their increase in numbers by immigration and
by birth. The Japanese birthrate is about
double that of the white racc—rather more
than that. And that, of conyse, goes on all
the time. We can stop immigration, but we
cannot stop increases by birth, especially when
the Japancse government allows to emigrate
only those women who are likely to bear
children. If they do not have those children,
they are sent back to Japan, and others are
sent out in their places.

Prior to 1884 there was no immigration of
Japanese into British Columbia. From that
time until 1907 they came in in ever-increas-
ing numbers, until the situation became

larming. Then the gov of the day—
o Liberal government, by the way—made a
deal with Japan or, as they called it, a
gentleman’s agreement. On the face of it, it
was an arrangement whereby Japan pledged
itself to see that no more than 400 Japanese
left Japan to come to Canada in one year.
No greater travesty of language could be
found than to call that a gentlemen’s agree-
ment, because when one makes a gentlemen’s
agreement it is presupposed that both parties
to the agreement are animated by the desire
and intention to adhere to it in faith, truth
and honesty. But when you find that one
of the parties has not the slightest intention
of adhering to those principles, control be-
comes much more difficult. In other words,
in those circumstances a gentlemen’s agree-
ment is just a joke. I have said that the
matter was a joke, and T make that state-
ment sincerely because I found that instead of
only 400 entering Canada in any one year,
the Japanese were entering to the extent of
1,700. 'That is a matler of record; I have
taken it from the records. Then, the other
part of the contract was such that the whole
matter was left wide open. I zhall leave that
part of the subject for the

“cffective restriction”. Of course the govern-
ment's majority carried the amendment, We
were told at that time that the two expres-
sions were synonymous, and that the term
“effective restriction” mesat total exelusion.
The government majority carried the amend-
ment—and that was the end of total exclusion.
It did not operate as we had been led to
believe,

Time has gone on and taken its toll "of
those fourteen members who supported that
principle. There have been deaths, both
politically and physically at one end of the
rainbow, and the senate and big government
appointments at the other end. All these
have reduced that little band to the point
where I am the only one left. I can say,
like the man in the Bible—in the Book of
Job, T believe it was; some of my parson
friends can correct me if I am wrong—"I
only am escaped alone to tell thee.” I con-
tinued pressing the matter as best I could,
but I found that governments were not
sympathetic.

There was too much talk of appeasement in
the air. One of the arguments was this, “We
want to do a big trade with Japan, with her
seventy million people. We do not want to
lose that trade. If we do anything they don’t
like they will take their trade to the United
States.” That argument had some plausibility;
at any rate it was good enough to stall me
off for a year or two.

Then I saw the psychological moment open
in 1024, The government of the United States,
out of a clear sky, passed a total exclusion act
against orientals, including Japanese. There
was our chance to do the same, without loss
of trade. I begged the then Prime Minister—
the same one as we have to-day—to make it
apply to all orientals; but he could not see his
way clear to do so. Ile did apply it to
Chinese, and that action has been most suc-
cessful, Unfortunately, however, it was not
applied to Japanese.

I continued from time to time to do what
I could; and then along about 1928—possibly
it was 1920—the Prime Minister was kind

gh: d I give him full credit for it,

In the spring of 1922, for once in their
lives the British Columbia members had sense
enough to take united action. I do not
believe they have ever done it since, nor do
I think it had been done before. We all got
together—I believe there were four groups
at that ti d p d a resolution to
the house asking for the total lusion of

because he did not have to do it—to readjust
the joint agreement so that instead of an
entry of 400 a year there would be only 150.
He put some teeth in the terms of that agree-
ment, so that we really had at least a
bler's chance of enforcing it. I believe
the Japanese with their accustomed ability

Aistariprions east
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and found looph y at

orientals from British Columbia and Canada,
The govi t d the lution and

1
to some extent they evaded the terms of the
but not to any great extent.

moved to amend i'.rf)y striking out the words
“total exclusion” and inserting the words

Then, of later years the war has stopped any
serious immigration.

3

1 was told at that time that there were other
reasons why we should not do anything to
offend the Japanese nation, reasons of a
dipl ic nature. ber as well as if
it were yesterday the answer I gave—I believe
it is in Hansard—“The house and government
might be assured that the Japanese nation
would attack us the very moment it suited
them, no matter what we had done by way of
appeasement, favours or anything else.” The
very moment it suited them to attack us they
would do so—and to-day tells the answer.

If my advice had been taken, even as late
as 1924, to-day there would have been in
Canada perhaps 5,000 or 6,000 fewer Japanese
than there are to-day. Six thousand taken
from 24,000 would have helped to ease this
very acute situation which exists in British
Columbia to-day.

I continued to look anxiously at the situa~
tion, and in 1938 I thought I had another
opportunity. I brought in a bill to provide for
an ed ional test. e J; ‘were not
mentioned by name, but the provisions of this
bill would have applied to three-quarters of
the world's population. If it had been put
into force, it would have set up a method
which has been used in Australia and New
Zealand for thirty years without any objec-
tion from the Japanese. This has helped to
keep Australia and New Zealand white. The
government refused to allow my bill to go
through. The matter was put to a vote and,
if hon. members are interested in the matter,
they will find it fully set out in Hansard of
May 31, 1038, at page 3411, The hon., mem-
ber for Skeena (Mr. Hanson) and the hon.
member for Kamloops (Mr. O'Neill) should be
proud now that they witl the pressure
of the whip at that time and voted in the
interests of their province rather than at the
dictates of the party. In justice to the hon.
member for Victoria, B. C. (Mr. Mayhew),
I must say that he was sick at home at the
time and could not possibly be here.

In September, 1940, Japan signed the deal,
agreement or whatever you call it with Italy
and Germany. In plain English, they bound
themselves to enter into war against us and
the United States whenever it suited Germany
or Hitler. Pressure was put upon the govern-
ment by British Columbia, and I suppose some
realization of the situation also led the gov-
emment to take action. They appointed a
hand-picked committee to investigate the sub-
ject, which committee came back with a
number of recommendations, I believe ten in
all. There were only two of any importance,
Nos. 5 and 7, and I shall deal with them.
No. 5 ded against allowing J:
to enlist in our volunteer army then being
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raised. That was & very good idea, otherwise
we would have had perhaps 1500 Japanese
training in our army, possibly in key positions,
petty officers and the like. They would have
been familiar with every detail of our army
operations. Protests were made by the mayor
of Nanaimo, and I think by other cities and
by myself, and the recommendation of the
committee carried. That was all right.

Recommendation No, 7 wes that there should

e a i ion of the J: in Canada.
It had been claimed by many people that the
registration that had been taken was just
o fake as regards the Japanese. Only those
who felt like it registered, and there was a
demand for a new registration. The recom-
mendation was that they should be photo-
graphed at the same time. That was a good
idea, but it had one fatal defect, if deception
is regarded as a fatal defect. It was clearly’

dh d that this i ion was com-
pulsory. We were told how well it was going
on, how euccessful it was, and it was
that we malignants would now be satisfied and
keep quiet. The whole thing turned on the
point that it was compulsory.

If it had been voluntary, what use would it
have been? Supposing we decided to make a
history of the people by the name of Smith,
to have a record of everything they had done,
whether they had”been in gaol and so on.
If this were carried on voluntary, how many
Smiths would come forward except those with
clean hands? Was it expected that Japanese
who had entered the country illegally would
come forward and say, “Yes, I came in
illegally, take me.” Of course they would not.
A Jap is not a fool, any more than we are.
The guilty ones did not register and the
whole thing was a gigantic failure. It could
not be otherwise if it were anything but
compulsory.

Our main complaint was that many of them
had come into the country illegally and this
re-registration would have discovered that.
Was it expected that those who had come in
illegally would disclose that fact? The thing
is ridiculous. When the war came on, after
Pearl Harbour, it was discovered that it was
not compulsory, that it was just a gesture to
keep us quiet, just a farce Then what hap-
pened? The war was on and the people
know what war means; this government
should know what it means. These same
people were given two months in which to
register; they were given until February 7 to
get things fixed up, to get a fake birth certi-
ficate or o forged entry card. You can buy
them in Vancouver. If they could not get
either, they were given two months before
they would be subject to the same action as
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that to which any other enemy alien would be
exposed. Why give them two months? We
were practically saying to them, “We are at
war with you, but we will give you two months
in which to get faked papers, or get out of
the country.” I never heard the like of it
before, and I hope 1 never shall again.

If I were challenged to offe: proof of these
things, I could no more do it than I could
offer praof of the day of the week on which
my last birthday fell. You do not keep track
of these things that are so well known. I
suppose I could have kept the newspapers that
I read at the time, but I did not. I never
dreamed that such action would be necessary
to show that they had said it was compulsory.
On February 9, the Prime Minister made this
statement, as reported on page 436 of
Hansard:

The i ived the utmost D
tion from Japanese nationals as well as from
Canadians of Japauese racial origin. When a
state of war was proclaimed as existing between
Japan and Canada, the registration was all but
complete. !

The utmost cooperation! We know the
extent of that cooperation. Here is what a
man wrote—a white man for a change, and
perhaps we can take his word—to the local
paper in Vancouver a few days ago:

About three 5“" ago I was talking to a
Canadian-born Japanese boy in a store and
said_to him, “if the Japs ever came over here
would you fight against us?” He replied, “I
wouldn’t want to, but I would either have to
or commit suicide.”

That is the sort of blind it is. There is
your cooperation. Only when they ked

one or two exceptions, the twenty-five gen-
tlemen who attended this conference were
in government service. Their continuing or
advancement in the branch of thie service in
which they were, might depend upon—putting
it politely—their thinking the same way as
the government about these matters.

I suggested that they should call in the
British Columbia members who were elected
by the people-and who have some claim to
represent the people. But, oh, no! T should
like to give another quotation. T shall not
give names because 1 do not think it is
fair to attack people when they are not in
a position to reply. When an official is
mentioned, I shall refer to an official, and
when reference is made to a member of the
government, I shall simply call him a minister
I quote:

I fail to see any need of getting the members
from British Columbia together and asking them
what they think should be done.

‘They 'were not called together, but the
twenty-five government officials were there
in full strength, They were fully informed
of g 's views b some
came from the Department of External
Affairs,

I have here the statement got out by the
Prime Minister. This is an official document,
after the conference had reported, and so
there is no harm in my quoting from it. It con-
tains seventeen paragraphs, a great many of
which are build-ups for the rest of it. I will
deal with the more important ones, paragraphs
6,7, 8 and 11,

Pearl Harbour was it announced that the
whole thing had been only voluntary. Here is
an article that appeared in the papers a few
days afterwards:

During the registration [llrocudinuu, several
hundred Japanese left Canada for Japan. Most
of these were known to the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police. Many of them were believed
to have entered the country illegally.

It is only after war breaks out that we
discover all that, They were given two
months in which to fix things up or get out.
If that registration had been compulsory, we
would have gol the best of these Jap agents
and the best of their spies. They have now
gone home with their charts and plans and
with & local knowledge that could not be
bought for any money. Perhaps we shall see
some of these Japs again peering over the
side of the bridge of a German gunboat in
¥ancouver, Nanaimo or Port Alberni, because
“we now know that many of them were expert
:naval men. Agitation continued, and the
government called a conference which was
theld here on January 8 and 9. With possibly

)

P h 6 ds that the govern-
ment should seize immediately the Japanese
fishing boats. That was done. It was done
immediately war was declared, and for that
action I have nothing but the utmost praise.
It was done promptly and thoroughly. I have
o vague idea (hat T see in it the cfficient hand
of the Minister of National Defence for Naval
Services (Mr. Macdonald). At any rate it
was done, and done well, While this is not
part of the report, I may as well finish up
that matter by saying that after they had
1,200 Japanese boats in their hands, the ques-
tion arose, what to do with them? It was
desirable to get them back into fishing again,
so that white men could catch the fish so badly
needed for the British market. Therefore they
set up a committee to try to sel! these boats.
Whoever chose that committee deserves great
credit. They made excellent choices. Here
they are: Chairman, Hon, Mr. Justice Sidney
Smith, a man with a master mariner'’s papers,
s0 he would derstand boats; C d
B. L. Johnson, DS.0., RCNR., a man of
outstanding ability and repute in Vancouvér,

5

Then there was a Japancse, Kishiso Kimura,
who I am told, is a very able man, familiar
with the work that he undertook. I give all
credit for that. Like all government offices,
it is true that they were rather slow in going
about their work, but they got started at last.
They issued a circular, a copy of which I hold
in my hand, explaining their procedure. I am
very glad to get this circular because I can
pass the information along to the fishermen,
who are continually writing to me to know
what to do. I am afraid that the whole scheme
will not be entirely successful because the
government will have left on their hands
hundreds of boats. That is not the fault of
the government or of this committee. Well,
they got this thing started and have sold
fifty-six boats up to date, and marvellous to
relate, they told the members of parliament
about it. They even accepted a suggestion I

| ther kable thing. I |
that they could not sell these boats for cash
because the fishermen did not have cash, but
they would be able to buy them on time, and
. dingly that was 1. The general
idea of a lot of these officials, the people on
these new boards, seems to be that there is
no loyalty, intelligence or usefulness in any
member of parliament. I do not know where
they get the idea because it is not so very
long since the people elected us. But that is
the idea you find among the people on these
new boards and among these dollar-a-year
men. Since we are not told what is being
done, we shall have to guess or simply deal
with what we sce, and if we guess wrong, the
government is to blame. I do not think mem-
bers of parliament are any more unworthy
than they were in years gone by.

I want to quote recommendation 7 in which
was contained the policy of the cabinet. It
reads:

For the same period—

That is during the war.

—the sale of gasoline and explosives to persons
of Japanese racial origin will be directly con-
trolled under conditions to be prescribed Ky the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

That is a good idea too, a very good idea,
but unfortunately I read in the papers—I
have to go to the press for information be-
cause I cannot get it anywhere else—that these
sales are still going on.

Mr. HOMUTH: The sale of powder is
still going on?

Mr. NEILL: Explosives. A man wrote to
the Vancouver Province the other day and
suggested that if this order was in effect, why
was the Japanese station at the corner still
selling gas the same as usual? That has been
going on for two and a half months now, and

[ rather think permission has been extended
to the 1st of April. The language is doubts
ful, but if it ean be interpreted to the benefit
of the Japanese, be sure it will be so inter-
preted. You are dealing with olever, subtle,
unscrupulous enemies—and they are enemies
—and when you say that you are not going
to stop the sale for two months, that is just
an invitation to them to accumulate as much
gas and explosives as they can in the mean-
time. We say to them: “Remember, on the
7th of February or on the 1st of April we are
going to shut down on you.” Is that not an
invitation to them to get explosives and gaso-
line against a rainy day? That time limit
should never have been put in. The order
should have been made applicable at once.

I want to say one more good thing for
the government, and it will be the last, I am
sorry to say. It does not pay to state your
case unfairly, and I wish to be strictly fair.
In these two instances I have mentioned, the
seizing of the Japanese boats, and this order
with respect to the smle of gasoline and
explosives was made epplicable to all
Japanese, and all honour is due to the gov-
ernment for doing it.

There are three classes of Japanese we must
deal with. There are the Japanese nationals,
those born in Japan and never naturalized in
Canada; they are Japanese nationals. Then
there is the man born in Japan and natural-
ized in Canada. He is called a naturalized
Japanese or a Canadian. Then there is the
Japanese who was born in Canada, who ean
call himself a Japanese-Canadian if he likes.
The government orders with regard to seizing
the boats and the sule of gas and explosives
applied to all three classes. That was all
right.

Now I deal with paragraph 8. Tt says that
J ionals will be forbidden to

possess
or use short-wave receiving sets or radio trans-
mitters in Canadn. A most excellont thing.
Hon. members can all understand why it was
necessary to do that. That was fine. But it
does not come into effect until the 1st of
April. Did the Japanese give us four months'
notice of what they were going to do at Pearl
Harbour? Yet we say io them: “Go wan-
dering about with your cameras and take
pictures, amd use your receiving sets to send
word to Japan, and your receivers to get
instructions from Japan. You can do this
as much as you like until the 1st of April”
Even if the order had been withheld, and they
had been allowed to continue doing these
things without being told of any date when
they must stop, it would not have been so
bad, because then they would never have
knowtt' when the order was coming into force.
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But they were warned—you will not be inter-
fered with until the 1st of April. The order
was the equivalent of that. We told them:
“Do your dirty work now. Use your radio
esnd your receiving set but, remember, hide
or bury them before the 1st of April, and then
everything will be lovely” They told the
Japanese nationals that they must not use
these things in a protected area. But they
can use them outside. I Lave a police order
to that effect. It is signed by the police
and says: .

No enemy alien shall have in his possession
or use while in such protected area any camera,
radio transmitter, radio short-wave receiving
sct, firearm, ammunition or explosive.

But that order does not apply outside the
protected area, and it does not apply to a

' lized Or‘ ti b m J;

Mr, RALSTON: I am not quite familiar
with the regulations as to cameras, but doecs
my hon. friend suggest that the same date
applied with regard to cvacuating a protected
area and the possession of cameras? They
must evacuate by April 1,

Mr. NEILL: Yes.

Mr. RALSTON: My hon. friend used the
same date, April 1, when speaking of eameras
and receiving sets.

Mr. NEILL: Yes. I said that the language
was so ambiguous that it could be read two
ways. It reads:

Notices ordering all enemy aliens to evacuate
the coastal area of British Columbia west of
the Cascade mountains by April 1 and to
surrender cameras and radios will be posted in
public buildings to-day.

Then:

Orders to Japanese . . . to get out of the
constal areas withir fortyseven days and to
surrender cameras, radios and other banned
articles, were issued to-day.

Mr. RALSTON: I think my hon, friend
is reading some sort of newspaper paraphrase
of the order. The order to give up radios
and cameras is effective immediately. The
order of evacuation is not. The order referred
to, is effective on April 1,

Mr. NEILL: It is signed by Colonel Hill,
and states that no enemy alien shall have in
his possession or use while in such protected
area any camera, radio transmitter, radio

a man who is not a Japanese national can do
these things any time, any place. The order
applies only to nationals; that is, to men
born in Japan and coming over here, and
these are comparatively fcw in number, some-
thing like 1,700 out of 24,000, and only while
they are in the area. The remaining 22,000
of naturalized Japanese are free to come and
go, as I have said, anywhere, They can
photograph what they like, radio what they
like. They can do something else which I
have not touched upon, and which is—not
to make a joke—a burning question in British
Columbia. Three, two, one of them can do
endless damage in British Columbia with a
box of matches, The most deadly enemy of
the lumber industry in British Columbia is
fire. Lumbermen are so afraid of it, it is
20 dangerous, that they shut their camps
down in the middle of summer, as soon as
the humidity reaches a certain point, A man
can wander out in that bush, ten, fifty, a
hundred miles from anywhere, and do more
damage with a box of matches than it would
take two armies to. put out. The large
number of forest rangers whom we have
could not touch the fringe of the thing if
these aliens were determined to commit
sabotage, Some of the biggest lumbermen
on the coast are much alarmed at this situa-
tion. If the Japanese were out of the area,
they could not do this damage, because you
can’t do a thing if you are not there.

I have spoken of the freedom of Japanese
to come and go with cameras, radios and
matches. That is not restricted to two months
or four months; that is for eternity, if the
war lasts that long; it is for the duration of
the war that the naturalized or Canadian-born
Jap can go out and commit sabotage; he is
free to do it the whole time, and he is the
most dangerous of the lot. The naturalized
Japanese speaks our language fluently, possibly
he has been to college. He possesses far
greater potentialities of trouble as a spy or
an agent than if he had just come from
Japan. The fellow dressed up like a white
man, speaking our language glibly, is the
one who should be interned, Tt is very hard
for me to believe that the government are
so remote from what is taking place or may
take place as not to understand the situation.

Paragraph 10 of the statement to which I
referred makes a rather vague reference to

short-wave receiving set, firearm,

or explosive.

" Mr, RALSTON: That is effective imme-

;’!li‘nlzly. You don’t wait until April 1 for
at.

the blish of a civil corps for Canadian
and lized J. B the pro-
ject is a voluntary one, and in view of the
vagueness to which I have referred, I imagine
that presently it will fade away.

I should now like to make three charges

" Mr. NEILL: Well, as I said, it is doubtful

There is, h , DO that

against the g The first is this, that,
with the exception of seizing these boats,

—» "THE JAPANESE SITUATION

they have been far too slow in handling the
Japanese situation, They have let days go
by when it should have been houwrs, and a
month when it should have been days. Look
at what was done in Mexico. There the
government dealt with the whole lot as soon
as war was declared, and ordered into the
interior every Jap who was on the coast. They
did it; they didn’t talk about it. Cuba did
the same thing. They arrested, I believe,
eighteen Japanese, all but two of whom were
naval officers. Nicaragua took the same
course, and took it speedily.

Mr. CRERAR: Could my hon. frend tell
the house—I am merely asking for informa-
tion—what has been done in the United States?

Mr. NEILL: No. I have not made myself
familiar with what is happening there. I know
that on the Pacific coast they took prompt
steps. But they did not have the same incen-
tive and need for aclion as we have, because
there were not fishermen in the state of
Washington; most Japanese there worked in
paper mills and the like of that. But I am
not in a position to state in detail what was
done. I have troubles enough of my own. I
do know what the situation is in British
Columbia.

The only reason why we have not had a
Pearl Harbour bombing in Canada is that we
have no Pearl Harbour to bomb.

I note here that the council of the city of
Vancouver has passed a resolution urging the
government to get a move on. The report
speaks of increasing irritation and criticism,
at the coast over the apparent failure of the

The second oharge is that even the small
restrictions to which I have referred are .
applicable only to nationals, and I say i is
inexcusable that they are not made applicable
to all nat'll‘:mli;;d J&gnnese aliens in this
coumtry. To om do you sup th
think they owe loyalty? If they eg: u.':z’:
tered all over Canada, the case might be
different, but think what may Lappen when
they are turned loose in a smail area, when
25,000 are concentrated in an area where they
could so readily combine to take action against
Vancouver, or Victoria, as the case may be.
It constitutes an unspeakable menace; I can-
not understand why it is allowed to continue.

The third charge is that the government
have shown indifference to British Columbia
defence, also to air raid precautions work and
the like of that. I am not blaming the govern-
ment for preparations which they might have
made six years ago. That is not their fault;
T know that. We could not get the approvria-
tion through the house. The Cooperative
(o Ith Federation moved luti

d ing the govi for p i
as the Minister of Pensions and National
Health (Mr. Mackenzie) did, to spend some
money for these purposes. But I do blame the
government for not having taken the situa-
tion in hand since war was declared. They
are too slack; they appear to adopt the
attitude, “Oh, well, we have to take chances;
we are doing the best we can; it will be all
right” Well, they told us it would be all
right about Hong Kong. But people make

istak military men, even high

8 its d policy
of removing Japanese.

The legis! of British Columbia, before
adjourning a few days ago, passed unanimously
a resolution urging the dominion government
to strengthen Pacific defences. The feeling is
very strong at the coast. I wish I could get
the government to realize it.

Here is one incident I must quote, reported
under a big headline in a leading Vancouver
paper, the Daily Province: ’

_Japanese live undisturbed on dike adjoining
airport.

There are 200 Japanese living a mile west
of the airport. They are living on a dike.
It would be very easy to blow up or open that
dike, and the airport would be rendered
useless for a long time to come. Yet they
are living undisturbed within a mile of the
airport; they are on a dike into which a gap
could be blown with a few sticks of powder
that would make the airport useless for a
long time to come. Why does the government
not take some action in this case?

military men. They told us it would be all
right at Singapore. Yet we know that mis-
takes were made there. Here is the govern-
ments paper the Vancouver Sun, expressing
this opinion:

Canada obviously has not made its plan of
defence on the assumption of any real attack
on the Pacific coast. . . . That is the plan
which must be reconsidered . . . we do expect
a well-equipped, mobile striking unit which
could pounce upon any Japanese landing attempt
from Alaska southwards.

No such force exists on our coast. No such
force exists in Canada.

I am afraid that is too truc. Perhaps in
the secret session which is to be held we shall
be given more information on this matter.
I do not propose to blame the government
for things which happened before they had
control and knowledge of the situation, or
for not having done what at the time was
beyond their power. But the government
must be ready at that secret session to give
us genuine inf ion, not general
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and smooth-sounding platitudes. There has
been too much of this in connection with the

management of the. war.
There is a certain place—I will not name
names, I will call it ¥. When the guvcmment
I

s
I submitted all these matters to the depart-
-ment, and I have it all on record. One of
the officials said to me, “There is nothing to
this anyhow because it is not against the laws
of the country tu take photographs of an

began to think about buildi
thought that ¥ would muke a good site for
one, and I said so. I put il up to the officials,
and they said that they were experts and
ought to know bettor tham I did. Well, I
d that decisi: but they are buildi;

that aerodrome now with frantic haste. I
fear we may have to paraphrase the hymn
and say:

Too late, too late will be the cry

The Japanese gunboats have gone by.

There was another aerodrome at a place we
will call X. I wrote to the government in
connection with this one, informing them that
there were two things wrong about it. This
was a year or two ago. I pointed out to the
officials that there was a Jap village 200 yards
from the mouth of it where the Japs could
take photographs and keep a record of any
acroplancs leaving, with all the details, so
that they could have it all recorded for the
benefit of the Japanese. They were about as

I took it up with some of the higher officials,
and they juggled with it and finally explained
that they could get the Japs under the Official
Sccrets Act. The aerodrome is still there; the
Japs are still staying there under their four
months’ lease of life, and doubtless they are
still taking these photographs, which I have
no doubt will be sent to the right place.

These men are not all Canadian nationals.
Some of them may be the very best class of
spies and foreign agents, and I contend that
there has been too much sympathy for the
Japanese viewpoint and Japanese interests.
We must remember that we are at war with
these people. Ottawa is 3,000 miles away
from us out there, and it is useful to have a
man here who is famiilar with conditions on
the coast to advise. So they sent for a man
who for ten or fifteen years had been notorious
~—there is no other word by which to describe
lns activities—in the pmunce of British

for his ip of the Japan-

far from the mouth of the d as
Sparks street would be from where I am
standing. I have in my desk a letter in which
some official tried to stall me off. I was told
that they would expropriate the Japanese, but
that they could not do it because there was
some hitch. However, they said they would
look into the matter. Imagine looking into
the question of expropriating this particular
property when other nations, as we know,
take first what they require and then talk
about expropriation. Again, I pointed out to
the officials that there was a Jap who had
been scen taking photographs from an aero-
plane over the hart where the |
was being built, It was a civilian

csc, for his advocacy of their interests. He
was a protagonist of the Japanese. There was
never a man who believed so strongly and
implicitly in Japan.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
excceded his time, and he may proceed only
with the unanimous consent of the house.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Go on.

Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Go ahead.

Mr. NEILL: I thank the house and the
Prime Minister; T have never asked for this
licence before. To proceed, I may say that
a great deal of ill-will has been excited in
British Columbia. The people out there said

I took this matter up with various bodies—
I will not mention any names because I do
not wish to give them away—and what was
the answer? I was informed that the investi-
gation was closed. They had ascertained the
name of the man and lad found that he had
gone to Japan., I suppose he took photo-
graphs with him as a memento of us because
he loved us so much. Well, he has gone back
to Japan with whatever photographs he took—
we do not know how many—and God knows
how many more may have gone there. But
the officials did not seem to think it was im-
portant. I was told that it would be difficult
to take photographs through the glass of any
aeroplane unless you had a particular sort of
apparatus with which to do it. Well, would
the Japanese not have that type of apparatus?

that this man was paid a big salary as a
provincial official, and they wanted to know
why they should be paying him if he was so
disloyal to the province. That was before
the war, and it was said that it was only &
matter of opinion. He has now been trans-
ferred to a position in Ottawa in which he
can give advice—that is what he is here for,
to speak with authority. He is on the ground,
and he is also in a position to have early
knowledge of any action that might be taken
against the Japanese and to drop a hint in the
right place. Anything of that sort, just a hint
in the right quarters, might make a great deal
of difference in the carrying out of a policy.
Perhaps I shall be told that this is unfair,
that this is a fine man, and that I should not
make such statements. I agree that he is en-
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titled to his weird opinions; he was entitled
to that before the war. But since the war, no
—a thousand times no. He is too one-sided
and-biased to be kept in such a place.

During the last war there wes a member of
the royal family, Prince Henry of Battenberg,
I think, who was married to Queen Victoria’s
daughter. He was an admiral of the fleet and
his loyalty could not be questioned, but he
voluntarily asked to be retired. It did not
look well to see a man of German origin in
command of the fleet, and so he asked to be
retired. I submit that in this case a feeling
of decency should have impelled this gentle-
man to whom I have been referring to ask to
be relieved of his position, where he is open
to suspicion. Secripture says that we should
abstain from even the appearance of evil.

We who have taken the position that I am
now taking have been called all sorts of
names. We have been called agitators, It is
eaid that we are willing to exploit the interests
of Canada for our own political advantage;
that we arc rabble-rousers, Jap-baiters, and
that we have a very dangerous influence—that
was not said of me; it was said of a reputable
alderman in Vancouver. I have heard that
sort of thing, and hints of it even in this
house, and certainly in the government press.
You can get a man to write any letter you
want; you can get a white man to make a
tool of himself for a Jap if you pay him
enough. There was a man who wrote to the
papers saying what fine people the Japs are.
I laid a trap for him and T discovered that
he was a white man all right, but also a paid
agent of a Japanese association, but he did
not say that when he signed his name.

Yes, we are all bad because we want a
white British Columbia and not a place like
Hawaii! Fifty years from now, unless some-
thing is done to stop it, all west of the
Rockies will be yellow. I submit, Mr. Speaker,
that we want but little; we simply want to
be left alone, like New Zealand and Australia,
all white, I have no ill-will against the
Japancse, Perhaps you may think I have
been showing ill-will, but I assure you I have
none towards the Japs. No Jap ever “did"
me—I never gave him the chance. I wish
to be fair to the Japanese, and I think that
if we expatriated them, as we ought to do,
they should be given full justice in regard to
their property, because I am strongly in favour
of a Japan controlled by the Japanese, just
as I am in favour of a Canada controlled by

Canadi Let us to trade with
them; let us do business with them across the
ocean; but do not force into one nation two
peoples separated by something that is wider
than the ocean, two peopies wio are different
in race, in religion, in traditions and in their
whole philosophy of life. This difference
always has prevented assimilation and always
will prevent it, between two nations so utterly
diver mpnr, in every mspect '1’11e greatest path
Well, the
Japs have been here fifty-cight years and
there is no record of a single marriage, although
there might be one. I asked a Japanese to
produce the record of one marriage and he
could not do so. We have heard of secord gen-
eration Japanese born here going to Japanese
schools here to learn Japanese, and that
has been regarded as a small matter. We
went into their textbooks and had them
translated and we found that they were very
anti-British. Yet there were people who
thought that was a small matter—only the
sort of thing that irresponsible people like
myself would talk about. But when the war
came, it was thought wise to shut down the
Jap schools. There were fifty-nine in British
Columbia, and leaving out small areas where
they could not run a school, the great bulk
of those children must have attended some
Japanese school.

I have one more word. When the time
comes to talk peace, I suggest that the
services rendered by Canada and by her Prime
Minister should surely entitle both him and
this dominion to be fully i when
the terms of peace are being settled, when
the treaty comes to be made, and have their
voice heard in no uncertain terms. I do
suggest—perhaps it is too early to talk about
it now, but it is well to get it started—that
we should make an arrangement that when
peace time comes, we expatriate all the
Japanese left in Canada; do it on fair terms,
buy them out, pay them liberally. It was
done in the present war, I believe, between
Russia and Germany; and after the last war
it was done on a large scale, some 200,000
people, between the Greeks and the Turks,
I think. If they could move 200,000, it is
much easicr for us to move 25,000, and it is
better to move them while their numbers are
so small. Let us settle once and for all this
canker in the life of Canada which prevents
us from being a united white Canada. And
that is what British Columbia wants.

Orrawa: Printed by Eomoxo Cuovries, Printer to the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 1942.
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Mr. A. W. NEILL (Comox-Alberni): Mr.,
Speaker, I wish to discuss this afternoon the
question of the Japanese in British Columbia.
Since it is an important and burning question
there at the present time, it is almost impos-
sible to tell the tale in the required time,
and I may ask to have a few minutes longer.
If so0, it will be the first time I have had to
do so.

I am not unmindful, nor shall I try to be,
of the remarks of the Prime Minister (Mr.
Mackenzie King) when he warned against
hasty and unwarranted language, calculated
to inflame the situation in British Columbia,
as regards Japanese. Mr. Speaker, I have
listened to that appeasement talk for twenty
years from the government benches, and I
think the time has come to take a different
stand. I believe we can best serve the
interests of our country, and promote peace,
by having plain talk, straightforward discus-
sions and, I hope, definite action, with respect
to the issues before us.

In the first campaign in which I took part
for election to this house in the fall of 1921,
I was struck by two outstanding features in
the distriot, first, the predominant place the

46453—1

Japanese had acquired in the fishing industry,
and, second, the vast increase in their popula-
tion in British Columbia, both through immi-
gration and by birth, The fishing industry
was dominated by the Japanese during the
last war, when our men were overseas, en,
later, they started a policy of pushing the
white men out of that industry. The methods
they adopted in that procedure were too often
those which are not expected in ordinary
business competition.

Early in 1922 I got the then government of
the day to make a cut in the quota of fishing
licences allotted to Japanese in the ealmon
trolling—a part of the fishing industry—to
the extent of thirty-three per cent. Later, in
the summer, a royal commission was appointed,
and it decided to cut all Japanese salmon
fishing licences to the extent of forty per
cent, The following year they were again cut
another fifteen per cent, and the year after
that another ten per cent. This made a very
substantial reduction, which has been since
maintained.

The house is aware that a few weeks ago all
Japanese fishing vessels, numbering about
1200, were seized. If the influx had been
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allowed  to continue, and had not been
checked in 1922, as I have desocribed, the
number now to be seized would have been
something like 3,000 or possibly 3,5660. That
would have greatly aggmvated the situation
in British Columbia to-day.

Then, let us look at the other point, namely
their i in \} by immigration and
by birth. The Japanese birthrate is about
double that of the white race—rather more
than that. And that, of course, goes on all
the time. We can stop immigration, but we
cannot stop increases by birth, especially when
the Japanese government allows to emigrate
only those women who are likely to bear
children, If they do not have those children,
they are sent back to Japan, and others are
sent out in their places.

Prior to 1884 there was no immigration of
Japanese into British Columbia. From that
time until 1907 they came in in ever-increas-
ing numbers, until the situation hecame
alarming. Then the government of the day—
a Liberal government, by the way—made a
deal with Japan or, as they called it, a
gentleman's agreement. On the face of it, it
was an arrangement whereby Japan pledged
itself to see that no more than 400 Japanese
left Japan to come to Canada in one year.
No greater travesty of language could be
found than to call that a gentlemen’s agree-
ment, because when one makes a gentlemen’s
agreement it is presupposed that both parties
to the agreement are animated by the desire
and intention to adhere to it in faith, truth
and honesty. But when you find that one
of the parties has not the slightest intention
of adhering to those principles, control be-
comes much more diffieult. In other words,
in those circumstances a gentlemen's. agree-
ment is just a joke. I have said that the
matter was a joke, and I make that state-
ment sincerely because I found that instead of
only 400 entering Canada in any one year,
the Japancse were entering to the extent of
1,700. That is a matter of record; I have
taken it from the records. Then, the other
part of the contract was such that the whole
matter was lefl wide open. I shall leave that
part of the subject for the moment.

In the spring of 1922, for once in their
lives the British Columbia members had sense
enough to take united action. I do not
believe they have ever done it since, nor do
I think it had been done before. We all got
together—I believe there were four groups
at that ti d d a lution to
the house asking for the total lusion of

“cffective restriction”. Of course the govern-
ment’s majority carried the amendment, We
were told at that time that the two expres-
sions were synonymous, and that the term
“effective restriction” meant total exclusion.
The government majorily carried the amend-
ment—and that was the end of total exclusion.
It did not operate as we had been led to
believe,

Time has gone on and taken its toll of
those fourteen members who supported that
principle. ‘There have been deaths, both
politically and physically at one end of the
rainbow, and the senate and big government
appointments at the other end. All these
have reduced that little band to the point
where I am the only one left. I can say,
like the man in the Bible—in the Book of
Job, I believe it was; some of my parson
friends can correct me if I am wrong—“I
only am escaped alone to tell thee.” I con-
tinued pressing the matter as best I could,
but I found that governments were not
sympathetic,

There was too much talk of appeasement in
the air. One of the arguments was this, “We
want to do a big trade with Japan, with her
seventy million people. We do not want to
lose that trade. If we do anything they don’t
like they will take their trade to the United
States.” That argument had some plausibility ;
at any rate it was good enough to stall me
off for a year or two.

Then I saw the psychological moment open
in 1024, The government of the United States,
out of a clear sky, passed a total exclusion act
against orientals, including Japanese. There
was our chance to do the same, without loss
of trade. I begged the then Prime Minister—
the same one as we have to-day—to make it
apply to all orientals; but he could not see his
way clear to do so. He did apply it to
Chinese, and that action has been most suc-
cessful.  Unfortunately, however, it was not
applied to Japanese.

I continued from time to time to do what
I could; and then along about 1928—possibly
it was 1920—the Prime Minister was kind
snough—and I give him full credit for it,
because he did not have to do it—to readjust
the joint agreement so that instead of an
entry of 400 a year there would be only 150.
He put some teeth in the terms of that agree-
ment, so that we really had at least a

bler's chance of enforcing it. I believe
the Japanese with their accustomed ability
and found loopholes whereby at least

orientals from British Cglumbia and Canada,

to some extent they evaded the terms of the

e g the and
moved to amend it by striking out the words
“total exclusion” and inserting the words

but not to any great extent.
Then, of later years the war has stopped any
serious immigration.
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I was told at that time that there were other
reasons why we should not do anything to
offend the Japanese nation, reasons of a
diplomatic nature. I remember as well as if
it were yesterday the answer I gave—I believe
it is in Hansard—"The house and government
might be assured that the Japanese nation
would attack us the very moment it suited
them, no matter what we had done by way of
appeasement, favours or anything else,” The
very moment it suited them to attack us they
would do so—and to-day tells the answer,

If my advice had been taken, even as late
a8 1924, to-day there would have been in
Canada perhaps 5,000 or 6,000 fewer Japaneae
than there are to-day. Six th d taken

raised. That was a very good idea, otherwise
we would have had perhaps 1500 Japanese
training in our army, possibly in key positions,
petty officers and the like. They would have
been familiar with every detail of ow army
operations, Protests were made by the mayor
of Nanaimo, and I think by other cities and
by myself, and the recommendation of the
committee carried. That was all right,
Recommendation No. 7 was that there should
bea i ion of the J: in Canada.
It had been claimed by many people that the
registration that had been taken was just
o fake as regards the Japanese. Only those
who felt like it registered, and there was a
d d for a new registrati The recom-’

from 24,000 would have helped to ease this
very acute situation which exists in British
Columbia to-day.

I continued to look anxiously at the situas
tion, and in 1938 I thought I had another
opportunity. I brought in a bill to provide for
an educational test. The Japanese were mot
mentioned by name, but the provisions of this
bill would have applied to three-quarters of
the world’s population. If it had been put
into force, it would have set up a method
which has been used in Australia and New
Zealand for thirty years without any objec-
tion from the Japanese. This has helped to
keep Australin and New Zealand white, The
government refused to allow my bill to go
through. The matter was put to a vote and,
if hon. members are interested in the matter,
they will find it fully set out in Hansard of
May 31, 1938, at page 3411, The hon. mem-
ber for Skeena (Mr. Hanson) and the hon.
member for Kamloops (Mr, O'Neill) should be
proud now that they withstood the pressure
of the whip at that time and voted in the
interests of their province rather than at the
dictates of the party. In justice to the hon,
member for Victoria, B, C. (Mr. Mayhew),
I must say that he was sick at home at the
time and could not possibly be here.

In September, 1940, Japan signed the deal,
agreement or whatever you call it with Italy
and Germany., In plain English, they hound
themselves to enter into war against us and
the United States whenever it suited Germany
or Hitler. Pressure was put upon the govern-
ment by British Columbia, and I suppose some
realization of the situation also led the gov-
emment to take action. They appointed a
hand-picked ittee to i igate the sub-
ject, which committee came back with a
number of recommendations, I believe ten in
all. There were only two of any importance,
Nos. 5 and 7, and I shall deal with them.
No. 5 ded against allowing Jap
to enlist in our volunteer army then being

40433—2

mendation was that they should be photo-
graphed at the same time, That was a good
idea, but it had one fatal defect, if deception
is regarded as a fatal defect. It was clearly
understood that this registration was com-
pulsory. We were told how well it was going
on, how successful it was, and it was hoped
that we malignants would now be satisfied and -
keep quiet. The whole thing turned on the
point that it was compulsory.

If it had been voluntary, what use would it
have been? Bupposing we decided to make a
history of the people by the name of Smith,
to have a record of everything they had done,
whether they had been in gaol and so on.
If this were carried on voluntary, how many
Smiths would come forward except those with
clean hands? Was it expectod thut Japanese
who had entered the country illegally would
come forward and say, “Yes, I came in
illegally, take me.” Of course they would not.
A Jap is not a fool, any more than we are.
The guilty ones did not register and the
whole thing was a gigantic failure. It could
not be otherwise if ‘it were anything but
compulsory.

Our main complaint was that many of them
had come into the country illegally and this
re-registration would have discovered that.
Was it expected that those who had come in
illegally would disclose that fact? The thing
is ridiculous. When the war came on, after
Pearl Harbour, it was discovered that it was
not compulsory, that it was just a gesture to
keep us quict, just a farce Then what hap-
pened? The war was on and the people
know what war means; this government
should know what it means. These same
people were given two months in which to
register; they were given until February 7 to
get things fixed up, to get a fake birth certi-
ficate or a forged entry card. You can buy
them in Vancouver. If they could not get
cither,  they were given two months before
they would be subject to the same action as
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that 1o which any other enemy alien would be
exposed. Why give them two months? We
were practically sayihg to them, “We are at
war with you, but we will give you two months
in which to get faked papers, or get out of
the country.” I never heard the like of it
before, and I hope 1 never shall again.

If T were challenged to offer proof of these
things, I could no more do it than I could
offer proof of the day of the week on which
my last birthday fell. You do not keep track
of these things that are so well known. 1
suppose I oould have kept the newspapers that
I read at the time, but I did not. I mever
dreamed that such action would be necessary
to show that they had said it was compulsory.
On February 9, the Prime Minister made this
statement, as reported on page 436 of
Hansard:

The committee received the utmost coopera-
gon fgum Japanese nationals as well as from

anadians of Japanese racial origin. When a
state of war was proclaimed as existing between
Japan and Canada, the registration was all but

The utmost cooperation! We know the
extent of that cooperation. Here is what a
man wrotp—a white man for a change, and
perhaps we can take his word—to the local
paper in Vancouver & few days ago:

About three years ago I was talking to a
Canadian-born Japanese boy in a store and
said to him, “if the Japs ever came over here
would you fight.against us?” He replied, “I
wouldn’t want to, but I would either have to
or commit suicide.”

That is the sort of blind it is. There is
your cooperation. Only when they ked

one or two exceptions, the twenty-five gen-
tlemen who attended this conference were
in government service. Their continuing or
advancement in the branch of the service in
which they were, might depend upon—putting
it politely—their thinking the same way as
the government about these matters.

1 suggested that they should call in the
British Columbia members who were elected
by the people and who have some claim to
represent the people. But, oh, no! I should
like to give another quotation. T shall not
give names because I do not think it is

fair to attack people when they are not in:

a position to reply. When an official is
mentioned, I shall refer to an official, and
when reference is made to a member of the
government, I shall simply call him a minister
1 quote:

1 fail to see any need of getting the members
from British Columbia together and asking them
what they think should be done.

They were not called together, but the
twenty-five government officials were there
in full strength, They were fully informed
of the government’s views because some
came from the Department of External
Affairs.

I have here the statement got out by the
Prime Minister. This is an official document,
after the conference had reported, and so
there is no harm in my quoting from it. It cons
tains seventeen paragraphs, a great many of
which are build-ups for the rest of it. I will
deal with the more important ones, paragraphs
6,7, 8 and 11,

Pearl Harbour was it announced that the
whole thing had been only voluntary. Here is
an article that appeared in the papers a few
days afterwards:

During_the registration Xromcdiuzn, several
hundred Japanese 1fi Canada for Japan. Most
of these were kn,wn to the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police. Many of them were believed
to have entered the country illegally.

It is only after war breaks out that we
discover all that. They were given tyo
months in which to fix things up or get out.
If that regi ion had been Isory, we
would have got the best of these Jap agents
and the best of their spies. They have now
gone home with their charts and plans and
with a local knowledge that could not be
bought for any money. Perhaps we shall see
some of these Japs again peering over the
side of the bridge of a German gunboat in
Vancouver, Nanaimo or Port Alberni, because
‘we now know that many of them were expert
maval men, Agitation continued, and the
government called a conference which was
theld her¢ vn January 8 and 9. . With nossibly

P ) ds that the govern-
ment should seize immediately the Japanese
fishing boats. That was done. It was done
immediately war was declared, and for that
action I have nothing but the utmost praise.
It was done promptly and thoroughly. I have
a vague idea that I see in it the efficient hand
of the Minister of National Defence for Naval
Services (Mr. Macdonald). At any rate it
was done, and done well. While this is not
part of the report, I may as well finish up
that matter by saying that after they had
1,200 Japanese boats in their hands, the ques-
tion arose, what to do with them? It was
desirable to get them back into fishing again,
s0 that white men could catch the fish go badly
needed for the British market. Therefore they
set up a committee to try to sell these boats.
Whoever chose that committee deserves great
credit. They made excellent choices. Here
they are: Chairman, Hon. Mr. Justice Sidney
Smith, a man with a master mariner’s papers,
s0 he would understand boats; d

B. L. Johnson, DS.O., RCNR, a man of
outstdnding ability and repute in Vancouver.
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Then there was a Japanese, Kishizo Kimura,
who I am told, is a very able man, familiar
with the work that he undertook. I give all
oredit for that. Like all government offices,
it is true that they were rather slow in going
about their work, but they got started at last.
They issued a circular, a copy of which I hold
in my hand, explaining their procedure. I am
very glad to get this circular because I can
pass ‘e information along to the fish

I rather think permission has been extended
to the 1st of April. The language is doubt-
ful, but if it can be interpreted to the benefit
of the Japanese, be sure it will be so inter-
preted, You are dealing with olever, subtle,
unserupul encmies i they arc i

—and when you say that you are not going
to stop the sale for two months, that is just
an invitation to them to accumulate as much
gas and explosi as they can in the mean-

who are continually writing to me to know
what to do. I am afraid that the whole scheme
will mot be entirely successful because the
government will have left on their hands
hundreds of boats. That is not the fault of
the gov or of this i Well,
they got this thing started and have sold
fifty-six boats up to date, and marvellous to
relate, they told the b of i

time. We say to them: “Remember, on the
7th of February or on the 1st ¢ Ap:il we are
going to shut down on you.” Is that not an
invitation to them to get explosives and gaso-
line against a rainy day? That time limit
should never have been put in. The order
should have been made applicable at once.
I want to say one more good thing for

about it. They even accepted a suggestion 1
mude—another remarkable thing. I suggested
that they could not sell these boats for cash
because the fishermen did not have cash, but
they would be able to buy them on time, and™
accordingly that was arranged. The general
idea of a lot of these officials, the people on
these new boards, seems to be that there is
no loyalty, intelligence or usefulness in any
member of parliament. I do not know where
thoy get the idea because it is not so very
long since the people elected us. But that is
the iden you find among the people on these
new boards and umwong these dollar-a-year
men. Since we are not told what is being
done, we shall have to guess or simply deal
with what we see, and if we guess wrong, the
government is to blame. I do not think mem-
bers of parliament are any more unworthy
than they were in years gone by.

I want to quote recommendation 7 in which
was contained the policy of the cabinet. It
reads:

For the same period—

That is during the war,

—the sale of gasoline and explosives to persons
of Japanese racial origin will be directly con-

the gov and it will be the last, I am
sorry to say. It does not pay to state your
case unfairly, and I wish to be strictly fair.
In these two instances I have mentioned, the
seizing of the Japanese boats, and this order
with respect to the sale of gasoline and
explosives was made applicable to all
Japanese, and all honour is due to the gov-
ernment for doing it.

There are three classes of Japanese we must
deal with, There are the Jupanese nationals,
those born in Japan and never naturalized in
Canada; they are Japanese nationals. Then
there is the man born in Japan and natural-
ized in Canada. He is called a naturalized
Japancse or a Canadian. Then there is the
Japanese who was born in Canada, who can
call himself a Japanese-Canadian if he likes.
The government orders with regard to seizing
the boats and the sale of gas and explosives
applied to all three classes. That was all;
right.

Now I deal with paragraph 8. Tt says that
Japanese nationals will be forbidden to possess
or use short-wave receiving sets or radio trans-
mitters in Canada. A most excellent thing.
Hon. members can all understand why it was
vy to do that. That was fine. But it

trolled under 1 to be pr y the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

That is a good idea too, a very good idea,
but unfortunately I read in the papers—I
have to go to the press for information be-
cause I cannot get it anywhere else—that these
sales are still going on.

Mr. HOMUTH: The sale of powder is
still going on?

Mr. NEILL: Explosives. A man wrote to
the Vancouver Province the other day and
suggested that if this order was in effect, why
was the Japanese station at the corner still
selling gas the same as usual? That has been
going on for two and a half months now, and

does not come into effect until the 1st of
April. Did the Japanese give us four months’
notice of what they were goirg to do at Pearl
Harbour? Yet we say to them: “Go wan-
dering about with your cameras and take
pictures, and use your receiving sets to send
word to Japan, and your receivers to get
instructions from Japan. You can do this
as much as you like until the 1st of April.”
Even if the order had been withheld, and they
had been allowed to continue doing these
things without being told of any date when
they must stop, it would not have been so
bad, because then they would never have
known when the order was cowiog into force.
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But they were warned—you will not. be inter-
fered with until the 1st of April. The order
was the equivalent of that. We told them:
“Do your dirty work now. Use your radio
and your iving set but, ber, hide
or bury them before the 1st of April, and then
everything will be lovely.” They told the
Japanese nationals that they must not use
these things in a protected area. But they
can use them outside. I have a police order
to that effect. It is signed by the police
and eays:

No enemy alien shall have in his possession
or use while in such protected area any camera,
radio transmitter, radio short-wave receiving
set, firearm, ammunition or explosive.

.But that order does not apply outside the
protected area, and it does not apply to a

tiwslized” oF nativeb: 1,

Mr. RALSTON: I am not quite familiar
with the regulations as to cameras, but does
my hon, friend suggest that the same date
applied with regard to evacuating a protected
area and the possession of cameras? They
must evacuate by April 1.

Mr. NEILL: Yes,

Mr. RALSTON: My hon. friend used the
same date, April 1, when speaking of cameras
and receiving sets.

Mr. NEILL: Yes. I said that the language
was so ambiguous that it could be read two
ways. It reads:

Notices ordering all enemy aliens to evacuate
the coastal area of British Columbia west of
the Cascade mountains by April 1 and to
surrender cameras and radios will be posted in
public buildings to-day.

Then:

Orders to Japanese . , . to get out of the
coastal areas withir forty-seven days and to
surrender cameras, radios and other banned
articles, were issued to-day.

Mr. RALSTON: I think my hon. friend
is reading some sort of newspaper paraphrase
of the order. The order to give up radios
and is effective i diately. The
order of evacuation is not. The order referred
to, is effective on April 1.

Mr. NEILL: It is signed by Colonel Hill,
upd states that no enemy alien shall have in
his possession or use while in such protected
area any camera, radio transmitter, radio

a man who is not a Japanese national can do
these things any time, any place. The order
applies only to nationals; that is, to men
born in Japan and coming over here, and
these are comparatively few in number, some-
thing like 1,700 out of 24,000, and only while
they are in the area. The remaining 22,000
of naturalized Japanese arg free to come and
go, as I have said, anywhere. They can
photograph what they like, radie what they
like, They can do something eise which I
have no! touched upen, and which is—not
to make a joke-—a burning question in British
Columbia. Three, two, one of them can do
endless damage in British Columbia with a
box of matches. The most deadly enemy of
the lumber industry in British Columbia is
fire. Lumbermen are so afraid of it, it is
so dangercas, that they shut their camps
down in the middle of summer, as soon as
the humidity reaches a certain point, A man
can wander out in that bush, ten, fifty, a
hundred miles from anywhere, and do more
damage with a box of matches than it would
take two armies to put out. The large
number of forest rangers whom we have
could not touch the fringe of the thing if
these alicns were determined to commit
sabotage. Some of the biggest lumbermen
on the coast are much alarmed at this situa-
tion. If the Japanese were out of the area,
they could not do this damage, because you
can’t do & thing if you are not there.

I have spoken of the freedom of Japanese
to come and go with cameras, radios and
matches. That is not restricted to two months
or four months; that is for eternity, if the
war lasts that long; it is for the duration of
the war that the naturalized or Canadian-born
Jap can go out and commit sabotage; he is
free to do it the whole time, and he is the
most dangerous of the lot. The naturalized
Japanese speaks our language fluently, possibly
he has been to college. He possesses far
greater potentialities of trouble as a spy or
an agent than if he had just come from
Japan. The fellow dressed up like a white
man, speaking our language glibly, is the
one who should be interned. Tt is very hard
for me to believe that the government are
so remote from what is taking place or may
take place as not to understand the situation.

Paragraph 10 of the statement to which I
r;l‘erred makes a rather vague reference to
the establish

short-wave receiving set, firearm,
or explosive.

Mr. RALSTON: That is effective imme-
d;ntely. You “don't waiv—umtil Aprii 1 for
that.

. Mr. NEILL: Well, as I said, it is doubtful.
There is, h , DO i h that

t of a civil corps for Canadian
and naturalized Ji B the pro-
ject is a voluntary one, and in view of the
vagueness to which I have referred, I imagine
tntit presently it will-fade away.

I should now like to make three charges
against the government. The first is this, that,
with the exception of seizing these boats,
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they have been far too slow in handling the
Japanese situation. They have let days go
by when it should have been hours, and a
month when ii'should have been days. T.ook
at what was done in Mexico. There the
government dealt with the whole lot as soon
as war was declared, and ordered into the
interior every Jap who was on the coast, They
did it; they didn’t talk about it. Cuba did
the same thing. They arrested, I believe,
eighteen Japanese, all but two of whom were
naval officers. Nicaragua took the same
course, and took it speedily.

Mr. CRERAR: Could my hon. frend tell
the house—I am merely asking for informa-
tion—what has been done in the United States?

Mr. NEILL: No. I have not made myself
familiar with what is happening there. I know
that on the Pacific coast they took prompt
steps. But they did not have the same incen-
tive and need for action as we have, because
there were not fishermen in the state of
Washington; most Japanese there worked in
paper mills and the like of that, But I am
not in & position to state in detail what was
done. I have' troubles enough of my own. I
do know what the situation is in British
Columbia.

The only reason why we have not had a
Pearl Harbour bombing in Canada is that we
have no Pearl Harbour to bomb. ‘

I note here that the council of the city of
Vancouver has passed a resolution urging the
government to get a move on. The report
spenks of increasing irritation and criticism
at the coast over the apparent failure of the

The gecond charge is that even the small
restrictions to which I have referred are
applicable only to nationals, and T say it is
inexcusable that they are not made applicable
to all naturalized Japanese aliens in this
country. To whom do you suppose they
think they owe loyalty? 1if they were scat-
tered all over Canada, the case might be
different, but think what may happen when
they are turned loose in a small area, when
25,000 are concentrated in an area where they
could so readily combine to take action against
Vancouver, or Victoria, as the case may be.
It consti an peakabl I can-
not understand why it is allowed to continue,

The third charge is that the government
have shown indifference to British Columbia
defence, also to air raid precautions work and
the like of that. I am not blaming the govern-
ment for preparations which they might have
made six years ago. That is not their fault;
I know that. We could not get the appropria-
tion through the house. The Cooperative
C Ith Federation moved Juti

demni: the gov for proposing,

as the Minister of Pensions and National
Health (Mr. Mackenzie) did, to spend some
money for these purposes. But I do blame the
government for not having taken the situa-
tion in hand since war was declared. They
are too slack; they appear to adopt the
attitude, “Oh, well, we have to take chances;
we are doing the best we can; it will be all
right.” Well, they told us it would be all
right about Hong Kong. But people make
istak military men, even high

gov t to i its d policy
of removing Japanese.

The legisl of British Columbia, before
adjourning a few days ago, passed unanimously
a resolution urging the dominion government
to strengthen Pacific defences. The feeling is
very strong at the coast. I wish I could get
the government to realize it.

Here is one incident I must quote, reported
under a big headline in a leading Vancouver
paper, the Daily Province:

Japanese live=undisturbed on dike adjoining
airport.

There are 200 Japanese living a mile west
of the airport. They are living on a dike.
It would be very casy to blow up or open that
dike, and the airport would be rendered
uscless for a Jong time to come. Yet they
are living undisturbed within a mile of the
airport; they are on a dike into which a gap
could be blown with a few sticks of powder

«.~that would make the airport useless for a

long time to come. Why does the governmeni
?

not take some action in this case

military men. They told us it would be gll
right at Singapore. Yet we know that mis-
takes were made there. Here is the govern-
ments paper the Vancouver Sun, expressing
this opinion:

Canada obviously has not made its plan of
defence on the assumption of any real attack
on the Pacific coast. . . . That is the plan
which must be reconsidered . . . we do expect
a well-equipped, mobile striking unit which
could pounce upon any Japanese landing attempt
from Alaska southwards.

No such force exists on our coast, No such
force exists in Canada,

I am afraid that is too true. Perhaps in
the secret session which is to be held we shall
be given more information on this matter.
I do not propose to blame the government
for things which happened before they had
control and knowledge of the situation, or
for not having done what at the time was
beyond their power., But the government

‘must be ready at t.hnt. secret session to give

us genuine inf 16t general
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and smooth-sounding platitudes. There has
been too much of this in connection with the
management of the war.

There is a certain place—I will not name
names, I will call it Y. When the government
began to think about buildi 1 I

--I submitted all these matters to the depart-
ment, and I have it all on record. One of
the officials said to me, “There is nathing to
this anyhow because it is not against the laws
of the country to take photographs of an
Adrod »

thought that ¥ would make a good site for
one, and I said so. I put it up to the officials,
and they said that they were experts and
ought to know better than I did. Well, I
accepted that decision—but they are building
that aerodrome now with frantic haste. I
fear we may have to paraphrase the hymn
and say:

Too late, too late will be the cry

The Japanese gunboats have gone by.

There was another acrodrome at.a place we

will call X. I wrote to the government in

I took it up with some of the higher officials,
and they juggled with it and finally explained
that they could get the Japs under the Official
Secrets Act. The aerodrome is still there; the
Japs are siill staying there under their four
months’ lease of life, and doubtless they are
still taking these photographs, which I have
no doubt will be sent to the right place.

These men are not all Canadian nationals.
Some of them may be the very best class of
spies and foreign agents, and I contehd that
there has been too much sympathy for the
J: viewpoint and Japanese interests.

connection with this one, informing them that
there were two things wrong about it. This
was a year or two ago. I pointed out to the
officials that there was a Jap village 200 yards
from the mouth of it where the Japs could
take photographs and keep a record of any
aeroplanes leaving, with all the details, so
that they could have it all recorded for the
benefit of the Japanese. They were about as

We must remember that we are at war with
these people. Ottawa is 3,000 miles away
from us out there, and it is useful to have a
man here who is famiilar with conditions on
the coast to advise. So they sent for o man
who for ten or fifteen years had been notorious
—there is no other word by which to describe
his activities—in the province of British
Columbia, for his ch ionship of the Japan-

far from the mouth of the as
Sparks street would be from where I am
standing. I have in my desk a letter in which
some official tried to stall me off. I was told
that they would expropriate the Japanese, but
that they could not do it because there was
some hitch. However, they said they would
look into the matter. Imagine looking into
the question of expropriating this particular
property when other nations, as we know,
take first what they require and then talk
about expropriation. Again, I pointed out to
the officials that there was a Jap who had
been seen taking photographs from an aero-
plane over the harbour, where the aerodrome
was being built. Tt was a civilian pl

ese, for his advocacy of their interests. He
was a protagonist of the Japanese. There was
never a man who believed so strongly and
implicitly jn Japan.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member has
exceeded his time, and he may proceed only
with the unanimous consent of the house.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Go on.
Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Go ahead.

Mr. NEILL: I thank the house and the
Prime Minister; I have never asked for this
licence before. To proceed, I may say that
a great deal of ill-will has been excited in

I took this matter up with various bodies—
I will not mention any names because I do
not wish to give them away—and what was
the answer? I was informed that the investi-
gation was closed. They had ascertained the
name of the man and had found that he had
gone to Japan. I suppose he took photo-
graphs with him as a memento of us because
he loved us so much. Well, he has gone back
to Japan with whatever photographs he took—
we do not know how many—and God knows
how many more me- have gone there. But
the officials did not seem to think it was im-
portant. I was told that it would be difficult
to take photographs through the glass of any
aeroplane unless you had a particular sort of
apparatus with which to do it, Well, would
the Japanese not have that type of apparatus?

British Columbia. The people out there said
that this man was paid a big salary as a
provincial official, and they wanted to know
why they should be paying him if he was so
disloyal to the province. That was before
the war, and it was said that it was only a
matter of opinion. He has now been trans-
ferred to a position in Ottawa in which he
can give advice—that is what he ig here for,
to speak with authority. He is on the ground,
and he is also in a position to have early
knowledge of any action that might be taken
against the Japanese and to drop a hint in the
right place. Anything of that sort, just a hint
in the right Guarters, might make a great deal
of difference in the carrying out of a policy.
Perhaps T shall be told that this is unfair,
that this is a fine man, and that I should not
make such statements. I agree that he is en-
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titled to his weird opinions; Le was entitled
to that before the war. But since the war, no
—a thousand times no. He is too one-sided
and biased to be kept in such a place.

During the last war there was 4 member of
the royal family, Prince Henry of Battenberg,
I think, who was married to Queen Victoria’s
daughter. He was an admiral of the fleet and
his loyalty could not be questioned, but he
voluntarily asked to be retired. It did not
look well to see a man of German origin in
command of the fleet, and so he asked to be
retired. I submit that in this case a feeling
of decency should have impelled this gentle-
man to whom T have been referring to ask to
be relieved of his position, where he is open
to suspicion. Scripture says that we should
abstain from even the appearance of evil,

We who have taken the position that I am
now taking have been called all sorts of
names. We have been called agitators. It is
said that we are willing to exploit the intcrests
of Canada for our own political advantage;
that we are rabble-rousers, Jap-baiters, and
that we have a very dangerous influence—that
was not said of me; it was said of a reputable
alderman in Vancouver. I have heard that
sort of thing, and hints of it even in this
house, and certainly in the government press.
You can get a man to write any letter you
want; you can get a white man to make a
tool of himself for a Jap if you pay him
enough. There was a man who wrote to the
papers saying what fine people the Japs are.
T laid a trap for him and I discovered that
he was a white man all right, but also a paid
agent of a Japanese association, but he did
not say that when he signed his name.

Yes, we are all bad because we want a
white British Columbia and not a place like
Hawaii! Fifty years from now, unless some-
thing is done to stop it, all west of the
Rockies will be yellow. I submit, Mr. Speaker,
that we want but little; we simply want to
be left alone, like New Zealand and Australia,
all white. I have no ill-will against the
Japanese. Perhaps you may think I have
been showing ill-will, but I assure you I have
none towards the Japs. No Jap ever “did”
me—I never gave him the chance. I wish
to be fair to the Japanese, and I think that
if we expatriated them, as we ought to do,
they should be given full justice in regard to
their property, because I am strongly in favour
of a Japan controlled by the Japanese, just
as T am in favour of a Canada controlled by

Canadians. Let us continue to trade with
them; let us do business with them across the
ocean; but do not force into one nation two
peoples separated by something that is wider
than the ocean, two peoples who are different
in race, in religion, in traditions and in their
whole philosophy of life. This difference
always has prevented assimilation and always
will prevent it, between two nations so utterly
divergent in every respect. The greatest path

d: imilation is i Well, the
Japs have been here fifty-eight years and
there is no record of a single marriage, although
there might be one. I asked a Japanese to
produce the record of one marriage and he
could not do so. We have heard of second gen-
eration Japanese born here going to Japanese
schools here to learn Japanese, and that
has been regarded as a small matter., We
went into their textbooks and had them
translated and we found that they were very
anti-British. Yet there were people who
thought that was a small matter—only the
sort of thing that irresponsible people like
myself would talk about. But when the war
came, it was thought wise to shut down the
Jap schools. There were fifty-nine in British
Columbia, and leaving out small areas where
they could not run a school, the great bulk
of those children must have attended some
Japanese school.

I have one more word. When the time
comes to talk peace, I suggest that the
services rendered by Canada and by her Prime
Minister should surely entitle both him and
this dominion to be fully represented when
the terms of peace are being settled, when
the treaty comes to be made, and have their
voice heard in no uncertain terms. I do
suggest—perhaps it is too early to talk about
it now, but it is well to get it started—that
we should make an arrangement that when
peace time comes, we expatriate all the
Japanese left in Canada; do it on fair terms,
buy them out, pay them liberally. It was
done in the present war, I believe, between
Russia and Germany; and after the last war
it was done on a large scale, some 200,000
people, between the Greeks and the Turks,
I think. If they could move 200,000, it is
much easier for us to move 25000, and it is
better to move them while their numbers are
so small. Let us settle once and for all this
canker in the life of Canada which prevents
us from being a united white Canada. And
that is what British Columbia wants.

¢
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Mr. A. W. NEILL (Comox-Alberni): Mr,
Speaker, I wish to discuss this afternoon the
question of the Japanese in British Columbia.
Since it is an important and burning question
there at the present time, it is almost impos-
sible to tell the tale in the required time,
and I may ask to have a few minutes longer.
If so, it will be the first time I have had to
do so.

I am not unmindful, nor shall I try to be,
of the remarks of the Prime Minister (Mr.
Mackenzie King) when he wamed agninst
hasty and unwarranted language, calculated
to inflame the situation in British Columbia,
as regards Japanese. Mr. Speaker, I have
listened to that appeasement talk for twenty
years from the government benches, and I
think the time has come to take a different
stand. I believe we can best serve the
interests of our country, and promote peace,
by having plain talk, straightforward disous-
sions and, I hope, definite action, with respect
to the issues before us.

In the first campaign in which I took part
for election to this house in the fall of 1921,
I was struck by two outstanding features in
the district, first, the predominant place the
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Japanese had acquired in the fishing industry,
and, second, the vast increase in their popula-
tion in British Columbia, both through immi-
gration and by birth. The fishing industry
was dominated by the Japanese during the
last war, when our men were overseas. Then,
later, they started a policy of pushing the
white men out of that industry. The methods
they adopted in that procedure were too often
those which are not expected in’ ordinary
business competition.

Early in 1922 I got the then government of
the day to make a cut in the quota of fishing
licences allotted to Japanese in the salmon
trolling—a part of the fishing industry—to
the extent of thirty-three per cent. Later, in
the summer, a royal commission was appointed,
and it decided to cut all Japanese salmon
fishing licences to the extent of forty per
cent. The following year they were again cut
another fifteen per cent, and the year after
that another ten per cent. This made a very
substantial reduction, which has been since
maintained,

The house is aware that a few weeks ago all
Jopanese fishing vessels, numbering about
1,200, were seized. If the influx had been
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allowed to continue, and had not been
checked in 1922, as I have described, the
number now to be scized would have been
something like 3,000 or possibly 3,500. That
would have greatly aggravated the situation
in British Columbin to-day.

Then, let us look at the other point, namely
their increase in numbers by immigration and
by birth. The Japanese birthrate is about
double that of the white race—rather more
than that. And that, of course, goes on all
the time, We can stop immigration, but we
cannot stop increuases by birth, especially when
the J. oV allows i

- only those women who are likely to bear
children. If they do not have those children,
they are sent back to Japan, and others are
sent out in their places.

Prior to 1884 there was no immigration of
Japanese into British Columbia, From that
time until 1907 they came in in ever-increas-
ing numbers, until the situation became
alarming. Then the government of the day—
a Liberal gov , by the way de a
deal with Japan or, as they called it, a
gentleman’s agreement. On the face of it, it
was an arrangement whereby Japan pledged
itself to sce that no more than 400 Japanese
left Japan to come to Canada in one year.
No greater travesty of language could be
found than to call that a gentlemen’s agree-
ment, because when one makes a gentlemen's
agreement it is presupposed that both parties
to the agreement are animated by the desire
and intention to adhere to it in faith, truth
and honesty. But when you find that one
of the parties has not the slightest intention
of adhering to those principles, control be-
comes much more difficult. In other words,
in those circumstances a gentlemen’s agree-
ment is just a joke. I have said that the
matter was a joke, and I make that state-
ment sincerely because I found that instead of
only 400 entering Canada in any one year,
the Japanese were entering to the extent of
1,700. That is a matter of record; I have
taken it from the records. Then, the other
part of the contract was such that the whole
matter was left wide open. I shall leave that
part of the subject for the

“effective restriction”, Of course the govern-
ment's majority carried the amendment, We
wore told at that time that the two expres-
sions were synonymous, and that the term
“effective restriction” meant. total exclusion.
The government majority carried the amend-
ment—and that was the end of total exclusion.
It did not operate as we had been led to
believe,

Time has gone on and taken its toll of
those fourteen members who supported that
principle. There have been deaths, both
politically apd physically at coe end of the
rainbow, and the senate and big government
appointments at the other end. All these
have reduced that little band to the point
where I am the only one left. I can say,
like the man in the Bible—in the Book of
Job, I believe it was; some of my parson
friends can correct me if I am wrong—“I
only am escaped alone to tell thee.” I con-
tinued pressing the matter as best I could,
but I found that governments were not
sympathetic,

There was too much talk of appeasement in
the air. One of the arguments was this, “We
want to do a big trade with Japan, with her
seventy million people. We do not want to
lose that trade. If we do anything they don’t
like they will take their trade to the United
States.” That argument Liad some plausibility ;
at any rate it was good enough to stall me
off for a year or two.

Then I saw the psychological moment open
in 1924, The government of the United States,
out of a clear sky, passed a total exclusion act
against orientals, including Japanese. There
was our chance to do the same, without loss
of trade. I begged the then Prime Minister—
the same one as we have to-day—to make it
apply to all orientals; but he could not see his
way clear to do so. He did apply it to
Chinese, and that action has been most suce
cessful. Unfortunately, however, it was not
applied to Japanese.

I continued from time to time to do what
I could; and then along about 1028—possibly
it was 1920—the Prime Minister was kind

In the spring of 1922, for once in their
lives the British Columbia members had sense
enough to take united action. I do not
believe they have ever done it since, nor do
I think it had been done before. We all got
together—I believe there were four groups
at that ti d d a lution to
the house asking for the total lusion of

g! d I give him full credit for it,
because he did not have to do it—to readjust
the joint agreement so that instead of an
entry of 400 a year there would be only 150.
He put some teeth in the terms of that agree-
ment, so that we really had at least a

bler'’s chance of enforcing it. I believe
tht:i Japanese with their ‘nccuxtomed ability
ati rigirsy

orientals from British Columbia and Canada.
The g d th lution and

btlety found loop at least
to some extent they evaded the terms of the

moved to amend it by striking out the words
“total exclusion” and inserting the words

but not to any great extent.
Thgn. of later years the war has stopped any
serious immigration,

——)
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1 was told at that time that there were other
reasons why we should not do anything to
offend the Japanese nation, reasons of a
diplomatic nature. I remember as well as if
it were yesterday the answer I gave—l believe
it is in Hansard—“The house and government
might be assured that the Japanese nation
would attack us the very moment it suited
them, no matter what we had done by way of
appeasement, favours or anything else.” The
very moment it suited them to attack us they
would do so—and to-day tells the answer.

If my advice had been taken, even as h.(e
as 1024, to-day there would have been in
Canada perhaps 5,000 or 6,900 {ewer Japanese

raised. That was a very gocd idea, otherwise
we would have had perhaps 1,500 Japanese
training ia our army, possibly in key positions,
petty officers and the like. They would have
been. familiar with every detail of our army
operations. Protests were made by the mayor
of Nanaimo, and I think by other cities and
by myself, and the recommendation of the
committee carried. That was all right.
Recommendation No. 7 was that there should
bea i ion of the Ji in Canada.
It had been claimed by many people that the
registration that had been taken was just
o fake as regards the Japanese. Only those
who felt like it registered, and there was a
d d for a new registrati The recom-

than there are to-day. Six d ukep
from 24,000 would have helped to ease this
very acute situation which exists in British
Columbia to-day.

I continued to look anxiously at the situa-
tion, and in 1038 I thought I had another
opportunity. I brought in a bill to provide for
an educational test. The J were mot
mentioned by name, but the provisions of this
bill would have applied to three-quarters of
the world’s population. If it had been put
into force, it would have set up a method
which has been used in Australia and New
Zealand for thirty years without any objec-
tion from the Japancse. This has helped to
keep Australia and New Zealand white. The
government refused to allow my bill to go
through. The matter was put to a vote and,
if hon. members are interested in the matter,
they will find it fully set out in Hansard of
May 31, 1938, at page 3411. The hon. mem-
ber for Skeena (Mr. Hanson) and the hon.
member for Kamloops (Mr. O'Neill) should be
proud now that they withstood the pressure
of the whip at that time and voted in the
interests of their province rather than at the
dictates of the party. In justice to the hon.
member for Victoria, B. C. (Mr. Mayhew),
1 must say that he was sick at home at the
time and could not possibly be here.

In September, 1940, Japan signed ghe deal,
agreement or whatever you call it with Italy
and Germany, _In plain English, they bound
themselves (0 enter into war against us and
the United States whenever it suited Germany
or Hitler. Pressure was put upon the govern-
ment by British Columbia, and I suppose some
realization of the situation also led the gov-
ernment to take action. They appointed a
hand-picked committee to investigate the
ject, which committee came back with a
number of recommendations, I believe ten in
all. There were only two of any importance,
Nos. 5 and 7, and I shall deal with them.
No. 5 recommended against allowing Japanese
to enlist in our volunteer army then being
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mendation was that they should be photo-
graphed at the same time. That was a good
idea, but it had one fatal defect, if deception
is regarded as a fatal defect. It was clearly
understood that this registration was com-
pulsory. We were told how well it was going
on, how successful it was, and it was hoped’
that we malignants would now be satisfied and
keep quiet. The whole thing turned on the
point that it was compulsory.

If it had been voluntary, what use would it
have been? Supposing we decided to mn.kg a
history of the people by the name of Smith,
to have a record of everything they had done,
whether they had been in gaol and so on.
If this were carried on voluntary, how many
Smiths would come forward exocept those with
clean hands? Was it expected that Japanese
who had entered the country illegally would
come forward and say, “Yes, I came in
illegally, take me.” Of course they would not.
A Jap is not a fool, any more than we are.
The guilty ones did not register and the
whole thing was a gigantic failure. It could
not be otherwise if it were anything but
compulsory.

Qur main complaint was that many of thﬂp
had come into. the country illegally and this
re-registration would have discovered tha.t.
Was it expected that those who had come in
illegally would disclose that fact? The thing
is ridiculous. When the war came on, after
Pear]l Harbour, it was discovered that it was
not compulsory, that it was just a gesture to
keep us quiet, just a farce Then what hap-
pened? The war was on and the people
know what war means; this government
should know what it means. These same
people were given two months in which to
register; they were given until Feblpary 7 to
get things fixed up, to et a fake birth certi-
ficate or a forged entry card. You can buy
them in Vancouver. If they could not get
cither, they were given two months pefon
they would be subject to the same action as:
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that to which any other enemy alien would be
exposed. Wly give them two months? We
were practically saying to them, “We are at
war with you, but we will give you two months
in which to get faked papers, or get out of
the country.” I never heard the like of it
before, and I hope I never shall agaia,

If T were challenged to offer proof of #hese
things, I could no more do it than I could
offer proof of the day of the week on which
my last birthday fell. You do not keep track
of these things that are so well kiown. I
suppose I could have kept the newspapers that
I read at the time, but I did not. I never
dreamed that such action would be necessary
to show that they had eaid it was compulsory.
On February 0, the Prime Minister made this
statement, as reported on page 436 of
Hansard :

The committee received the utmost coopera-
tion from Japanese nationals as well as from
Canadians of Japanese racial origin. When a
state of war was proclaimed as existing between
Japan and Canada, the registration was all but
complete.

The utmost cooperation! We know the
extent of that cooperation. Here is what a
man wrote—a white man for a change, and
perhaps we can take his word—to the local
paper in Vancouver a few days ago:

About ‘three years ago I was talking.to a
Canadian-born Japanese boy in a store and
said to him, “if the Japs ever came over here
would you fight against us?” He replied, “I
wouldn’t want to, but I would either have to
or commit suicide.”

That is the eort of blind it is. There is
your cooperation, Only when they attacked

one or two exceptions, the twenty-five gen-
tlemen who attended this conference were
in government service. Their continuing or
advancement in the branch of the service in
which they were, might depend upon—putting
it politely—their thinking the :ame way as
the government about these matters.

I suggested that they should call in the
British Columbia members who were elected
by the people and who have some claim to
represent the people. But, oh, no! I should
like to give another quotation. T shall not
give names because I do not think it is
fair to attack people when they are not in
a position to reply. When an official is
mentioned, I shall refer to an official, and
when reference is made to a member of the
government, I shall simply call him a minister
I quote:

T fail to see any need of getting the members
from British Columbia together and asking them
what they think should be done.

They were not called together, but the
twenty-five government officials were there
in full strength. They were fully informed
of the g t's views b some
came from the Department of External
Affairs.

I have here the statement got out by the
Prime Minister. This is an official document,
after the conference had reported, and so
there is no harm in my quoting from it. It con-
tains seventeen' paragraphs, a great many of
which are build-ups for the rest of it. I will
deal with the more important ones, paragraphs
6,7,8and 11,

Pearl Harbour was it announced that the
whole thing had been only voluntary. Here is
an article that appeared in the papers a few
dnys afterwards:

During_the registration proceedings, several
hundred Japanese left Canada for Japan. Most
of these were known to the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police. Many of them were believed
to have entered the country illegally.

It is only after war breaks out that we
discover all that. They were given two
months in which to fix things up or get out.
If that registration had been compulsory, we
would have got the best of these Jap agents
and the best of their spies. Théy have now
gone home with their charts and plans and
with a local knowledge that could not be
bought for any money. Perhaps we shall see
some of these Japs again peering over the
.side of the bridge of a German gunboat in
Vancouver, Nanaimo or Porl Alberni, because
‘we now know that many of them were expert
:naval ‘men. Agitation continued, and ihe
:government called a conference which was
theld here on January 8 and 9. With possibly

P h 6 ds that the govern-
ment should seize immediately the Japanese
fishing boats. That was done. It was done
immediately war was declared, and for that
action I have nothing but the utmost praise.
It was done promptly and thoroughly. I have
a vague idea that I see in it the efficient hand
of the Minister of National Defence for Naval
Services (Mr. Macdonald). At any rate it
was done, and done well. While this is not
part of the report, I may as well finish up

that matter by saying that after they had -

1,200 Japanese boats in their hands, the ques-
tion arose, what to do with them? It was
desirable to get them back into fishing again,
so0 that white men could catch the fish so badly
needed for the British market. Therefore they
set up a committee to try to sell these boats.
Whoever chose that committee deserves great
credit. They made excellent choices. Here
they are: Chairman, Hon. Mr. Justice Sidney
Smith, a man with a master mariner’s papers,
80 he would und 1 boats; C d

B. L. Johnson, DS.0.,, RCNR, a man of
outstanding ability and repute in Vancouver.
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Then there was a Japancse, Kishizo Kimura,
who I am told, is a very able man, familiar
with the work that he undertook. I give all
credit for that. Like all government offices,
it is true that they were rather slow in going
about their work, but they got started at last.
They issued a circular, a copy of which I hold
in my hand, explaining their procedure. I am
very glad to get this circular because I can
pass the information along to the fishermen,
who are continually writing to me to know
what to do. I am afraid that the whole scheme
will not be entirely successful because the
government will have left on their hands
hundreds of boats. That is not the fault of
the government or of this committee. Well,
they got this thing started and have sold
fifty-six boats up to date, and marvellous to
relate, they told the ; of i

4on dad

I rather think permission has been
to the 1st of April. The language is doubt-
ful, but if it can be interpreted to the benefit
of the Japanese, be sure it will be so inter-
preted. - You ure dealing with clever, subtle,
unscrupulous enemies—and they are enemies
—and when you say that you are nol going
to stop the sale for two months, that is just
an invitation to them to accumulate as much
gas and explosives as they can in the mean-
time. We say to them: “Remember, on the
7th of February or on the 1st of April we are
going to shut down on you.” Is that not an
invitation to them to get explosives and gaso-
line against a rainy day? That time limit
should never have been put in. The order
should have been made applicable at once.

I want to say one more good thing for

about it. They even accepted a suggestion 1"

made—another remarkable thing. I suggested
that they could not sell these boats for cash
because the fishermen did not have cash, but
they would be able to buy them on time, and

lingly that was d. The general
idea of a lot of these officials, the people on
these new boards, seems to be that there is
no loyalty, intelligence or usefulness in any
member of parliament. I do not know where
they get the idea because it is not so very
long since the people elected us. But that is
the idea you find among the people on these
new boards and among these dollar-a-year
men. Since we are not told what is being
done, we shall have to guess or simply deal
with what we sce, and if we guess wrong, the
government is to blame. I do not think mem-
bers of parliament are any more unworthy
than they were in years gone by.

I want to quote recommendation 7 in which
was contained the policy of the cabinet. It
reads:

For the same period—

That is during the war.

—the sale of gasoline and exf!mives to persons
of Japanese racial origin will be directly con-
trolled under conditions to be prescribed gy the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

That is a good idea too, a very good idea,
but unfortunately I read in the papers—I
have to go to the press for information be-
cause I cannot get it anywhere else—that these
sales are still going on.

Mr. HOMUTH: The sale of powder is
still going on?

Mr. NEILL: Explosives. A man wrote to
the Vancouver Province the other day and
suggested that if this order was in effect, why
was the Japanese station at the corner still
selling gas the same as usual? That has been
going on for two and a half months now, and

the gov t, and it will be the last, I am
sorry to say. It does not pay to state your
case unfairly, and I wish to be strictly fair,
In these two instances I have mentioned, the
seizing of the Japanese boats, and this order
with respect to the sale of gasoline and
explosives was made applicable to all
Japanese, and all honour is due to the gov-
ernment for doing it.

There are three classes of Japanese we must
deal with. There are the Japanese nationals,
those born in Japan and never naturalized in
Canada; they are Japanes» nationals, Then
there is the man born in Japan and natural-
ized in Canada. He is called a naturalized
Japanese or a Canadian. Then there is the
Japanese who was born in Canada, who can
call himself a Japanese-Canadian if he likes.
The government orders with regard to seizing
the boats and the sale of gas and explosives
applied to all three classes. That was alli
right.

Now I deal with paragraph 8. It says that
Ji tionals will be idden to

] possess
or use short-wave receiving sets or radio trans-
mitters in Canada. A most excellent thing.
Hon. members can all understand why it was
necessary to do that. That was fine. But it
does not come into effect until the 1st of
April. Did the Japanese give us four months’
notice of what they were going to do at Pearl
Harbour? Yet we say to them: “Go wan-
dering shout with your cameras and take
pictures, and use your receiving sets to send
word to Japan, and your receivers to get
instructions from Japan. You can do thig
as much as you like until the 1st of April.”
Even if the order had been withheld, and they
had been allowed to continue doing these
things without being told of any date when
they must stop, it would not have been so
bad, because then they would never have
knowa when the ordex was coming into force.
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But they were warned—you will not be inter-
fered with until the 1st of April. The order
was the equivalent of that. We told them:
“Do_your dirty work now. Use your radio
and your receiving set but, remember, hide
or bury them before the 1st of April, and then
everything will be lovely.” They told the
Japanese nationals that they must not use
these things in a protected area, But they
can use them outside. I have a police order
to that effect. It is signed by the police
and says:

No enemy alien shall have in his possession
or use while in such protected area any camera,
radio transmitter, radio short-wave receiving
set, firearm, ammunition or explosive.

But that order does not apply outside the
protected area, and it does not apply to a
naturalized or nativeborn Japanese,

Mr. RALSTON: I am not quite familiar
with the regulations as to c¢ameras, but does
my hon. friend suggest that the same date
applied with regard to evacuating a protected
area and the possession of cameras? They
must evacuate by April 1.

Mr. NEILL: Yes,

Mr. RALSTON: My hon. friend used the
same date, April 1, when speaking of cameras
and receiving sets.

. Mr. NEILL: Yes. I said that the language
was so ambiguous that it could be read two
ways. It reads:

Notices ordering all enemy aliens to evacuate
the coastal area of British Columbia west of
the Cascade mountains by April 1 and to
surrender cameras and radios will be posted in
public buildings to-day.

Then:

Orders to Japanese . . . to get out of the
coastal areas withir forty-seven days and to
surrender cameras, radios and other banned
articles, were issued to-day.

Mr. RALSTON: I think my hon, friend
is reading some sort of newspaper paraphrase
of the order. The order to give up radiog
and is effective i diately. The
order of evacuation is not. The order referred
to, is effective on April 1,

Mr. NEILL: It is signed by Colonel Hill,
and states that no enemy alien shall have in

a man who is not a Japanese national can do
these things any time, any place. The order
applies only to nationals; that is, to men
born in Japan and coming over here, and
these are comparatively few in number, some-
thing like 1,700 out of 24,000, and only while
they are in the area. The remaining 22,000
of naturalized Japanese are free to come and
go, as I have said, anywhere. They can
photograph what they like, radio what they
like. They can do something else which I
have not touched upon, and which is—not
to make a joke—a burning question in British
Columbia. Three, two, one of them can do
endless damage in British Columbia with a
box of matches. The most deadly enemy of
the lumber industry in British Columbia is
fire. Lumbermen are so afraid of it, it is
s0 dangerous, that they shut their camps
down in the middle of summer, as soon as
the humidity reaches a certain point, A man
can wander out in that bush, ten, fifty, a
hundred miles from anywhere, and do more
damage with a box of matches than it would
take two armies to put out. The large

number of forest rangers whom we have

could not touch the fringe of the thing if
these aliens were determined to commit
sabotage. Some of the biggest lumbermen
on the coast are much alarmed at this situa-
tion. If the Japanese were out of the area,
they could not do this damage, because you
can’t do a thing if you are not there.

1 have spoken of the freedom of Japanese
to come and go with cameras, radios and
matches. That is not restricted to two months
or four months; that is for eternity, if the
war lasts that long; it is for the duration of
the war that the naturalized or Canadian-born
Jup can go out and commit sabotage; he is
free to do it the whole time, and he is the
most dangerous of the lot. The naturalized
Japanese speaks our language fluently, possibly
he has been to college. He possesses far
greater potentialities of trouble as a spy or
an agent than if he had just come from
Japan. The fellow dressed up like a white
man, speaking our language glibly, is the
one who should be interned. Tt is very hard
for me to believe that the government are
so remote from what is taking place or may
take place as not to understand the situation.

h 10 of the to which I

his possession or use while in such d
area any camera, radio transmitter, r_sdio

referred makes a rather vague reference to

short-wave receiving set, firearm,
or explesive,

Mr, RALSTON: That is effective imme-
ﬁntely. You don’t wait until April 1 for
at. 3

PRI

the blisk t of a civil corps for Canadipn
and lized J. B the pro-
ject is a voluntary one, and in view of the
vagueness to which I have referred, I imagine
that presently it will fade away.

I should now like to make three charges

. Mr. NEILL: Well, as T said, it is d
There is, h ', DO ti h

that

against the g The first is this, that,
with the exception of seizing these boats,
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they have been far too slow in handling the
Japanese situation. They have let days go
by when it should have been hours, and a
month when it should have been days. Look
at what was done in Mexico. There the
governmient dealt with the whole lot as soon
as war was declared, and ordered into the
interior every Jap who was on the coast. They
did it; they didn't talk about it. Cuba did
the same thing. They arrested, I believe,
eighteen Japanese, all but two of whom were
naval officers. Nicaragua took the same
course, and took it speedily.

Mr. CRERAR: Could my hon. frend tell
the house—I am merely asking for informa-
tion—what has been done in the United States?

Mr. NEILL: No. I have not made myself
familiar with what is happening there. I know
that on the Pacific coast they took prompt
steps. But they did not have the same incen-
tive and need for action as we have, because
there were not fishermen in the state of
Washington; most Japanese there worked in
paper mills and the like of that. But I am
not in a position to state in detail what was
done. I have troubles enough of my own. I
do know what the situation is in British
Columbia.

The only reason why we have not had a
Pearl Harbour bombing in Canada is that we
have no Pearl Harbour to bomb.

I note here that the council of the city of
Vancouver has p. a resolution urging the
government to get a move on. The report
speaks of increasing irritation and criticism
at the coast over the apparent failure of the

The second charge is that even the small
restrictions to which I have referred are
applicable only to nationals, and I say it is
inexcusable that they are not made applicable
to all naturalized Tapanese aliens in this
counitry. To whom do you suppose they
think they owe loyalty? If they were scat-
tered all over Canada, the case might be
different, but think what may happen when
they are turned loose in a small area, when
25,000 are concentrated in an area where they
could so readily combine to take action against
Vancouver, or Victoria, as the case may be.
It constitutes an unspeakable menace; I can-
not understand why it is allowed to continue.

The third charge is that the government
have shown indifference to British Columbia
defence, ,also to air raid precautions work and
the like of that. T am not blaming the govern-
ment for preparations which they might have
made six years age. That is not their fault;
T know that. We could not get the appropria-
tion through the house. The Cooperative
C Ith Fed moved luti

d ing the' g for proposil
as the Minister of Pensions and National
Health (Mr. Mackenzie) did, to spend some
money for these purposes. But I do blame the
government for not having taken the situa-
tion in hand since war was declared. They
are too slack; they appear to adopt the
attitude, “Oh, well, we have to take chances;
we are doing the best we can; it will be all
right.” Well, they told us it would be all
right about Hong Kong. But people make

gov to impl its d policy
of removing Japanese.

The legisl of British Columbia, before
adjourning a few days ago, passed unanimously
a resolution urging the domirion government
to strengthen Pacific defences. The feeling is
very strong-at the coast. I wish I could get
the government to realize it.

Here is one incident I must quote, reported
under a big headline in a leading Vancouver
paper, the Daily Province:

. Japanese live undisturbed on dike adjoining
air)

There are 200 Japanese living a mile west
of the airport. They are living on a dike.
It would be very casy to blow up or open that
dike, and the airport would be rendered
useless for a long time to come. Yet they
are living undisturbed within a mile of the
airport; they are on a dike into which a gap
could be blown with a few sticks of powder
that would make the airport useless for a
long time to come. Why does the government
not take some action in this case?

military men, even high
military men. They told us it would be all
right at Singapore. Yet we know that mis-
takes were made there. Here is the govern-
ments paper the Vancouver Sun, expressing
this opinion:

Canada obviously has not made its plan of
defence on the assumption of any real attack
on the Pacific coast. . . . That is the plan
which must be reconsidered . . , we do expect
a well-equipped, mobile striking unit which
could pounge upon any Japanese landing attempt
from Alaska southwards.

No such force exists on our coast. No such
force exists in Canada.

I am afraid that is too true. Perhaps in
the secret session which is to be held we shall
be given more information on this matter.
I do not propose tc hlame the government
for things which happened before they had
control and knowledge of the situation, or
for not having done what at the time was
beyond their power. But the government
must be ready at that secret session to give
us genuine information, not general assurances
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and smooth-sounding piatitudes. There has
been too much of this in connection with the
management of the war,

There is a certain place—I will not name
names, I will call it ¥. When the government
began to think about building nerod

I submitted all these matters to the depart-
ment, and I have it all on record. One of
the officials eaid to me, “There is nothing to
this anyhow because it is not against the laws
of the cm‘n,ntry to take phetographs of an
aerod!

¥
thought that ¥ would make a good site for
one, and I said so. I put it up {o the ufficials,
and they said that they were experts and
ought to know better thaw I Wid. Well, I
accepted that decision—but they are building
that aerodrome now with frantic haste. T
fear we may have to paraphrase the hymn
and say:
Too late, too late will be the cry
The Japanese gunboats have gone by.

There was another aerodrome at a place we
will call X. I wrote to the government in
connection with this one, informing them that
there were two things wrong about it. This
was a year or two ago, T pointed out to the
officials that there was a Jap village 200 yards
from the mouth of it where the Japs could
take photographs and keep a record of any
acroplanes leaving, with all the details, so
that they could have it all recorded for the
benefit of the Japanese. They were about as

I took it up with some of the higher officials,
and they juggled with it and finally explained
that they could get the Japs under the Official
Secrets Act. The aerodrome is still there; the
Japs are still staying there under their four
months’ lease of life, and doubtless they are
still taking these photographs, which T have
no doubt will be sent to the right place.

These men are not all Canadian nationals.
Some of them may be the very best class of
spies and foreign agents, and I contend that
there has been too much sympathy for the
Japanese, viewpoint and Japanese interests.
We must remember that we are at war with
these people. Ottawa is 3,000 miles away
from us out there, and it is useful to have a
man here who is famiilar with conditions on
the coast to advise, So they sent for a man
who for ten or fifteen years had been notorious
—Lhere is no other word by which to describe
his activities—in the province of British
Col ia, for his ch ionship of the Japan-

far from the mouth of the as
Sparks street would be from where I am
standing. I have in my desk a letter in which
some official tried to stall me off. I was told
that they would expropriate the Japanese, but
that they could not do it because there was
some hitch. However, they said they would
look into the matter. Imagine looking into
the question of expropriating this particular
property when other nations, as we know,
take first what they require and then talk
about expropriation, Again, T pointed out to
the officials that there was a Jap who had
been scen taking photographs from an aero-
plane over the harbour, where the aerodrome
was being built. It was a civilian aeroplane,
I took this matter up with various bodies—
I will not mention any names because I do
not wish to give them away—and what was
the answer? T was informed that the investi-
gation was closed. They had ascertained the
name of the man and had found that he had
gone to Japan. I suppose he took photo-
graphs with him as a memento of us because
he loved us so much. Well, he has gone back
to Japan with whatever photographs he took—
we do not know how many—and God knows
how many more may have gone there, But
the officials did not seem to think it was im-
portant. I was told that it would.be difficult
to take photographs through the glass of any
aeroplane unless you had a particular sort of
apparatus with which to do it. Well, would
the Japanese not have that type of apparatus?

ese, for his advocacy of their interests. He
was a protagonist of the Japanese. There was
never a man who believed so strongly and
implicitly in Japan,

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member has
exceeded his time, and he may proceed only
with the unanimous consent of the house.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Go on.
Mr. MACKENZIE KING: Go ahead.

Mr. NEILL: I thank the house and the
Prime Minister; I have never asked for his
licence before. To proceed, I may say that
a great deal of ill-will has been excited in
British Columbia. The people out there said
that this man was paid a big salary as a
provincial official, and they wanted to know
why they should be paying him if he was so
disloyal to the province. That was before
the war, and it was said that it was only a
matter of opinion. He has now been trans-
ferred to a position in Ottawa in which he
can give advice—that is what he is here for,
to speak with authority. He is on the ground,
and he is also in a position to have early
knowledge of any action thal might be taken
against the Japanese and to drop a hint in the
right place. Anything of that sort, just a hint
in the right quarters, might make a great deal
of difference in the carrying out of a policy.

Perhaps I shall be told that this is unfair,
that this is a fine man, and that I should not
make such statements. I agree that he is en-
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titled to his weird opinions; he was entitled
to that before the war. Bul since the war, no
—a thousand times no. He is too one-sided
and biased to be kept in such a place.

During the last war there was a member of
the royal family, Prince Henry of Battenberg,
I think, who was married to Queen Victoria’s
daughter. He was an admiral of the flect and
his loyalty could not be questioned, but he
voluntarily asked to be retired. It did not
look well to see @ man of German origin in
command of the fleet, and so he asked to be
retired. I submit that in this case a feeling
of decency should have impelled this gentle-
man Lo whom I have been referring to ask to
be relieved of his position, where he is open
to suspicion. Scripture says that we should
abstain from even the appearance of evil.

We who have taken the position that I am
now taking have been called all sorts of
names. We have been called agitators. It is
said that we are willing to exploit the interests
of Canada for our own political advantage;
that we are rabble-rousers, Jap-baiters, and
that we have a very dangerous influence—that
was not said of me; it was said of a reputable
alderman in Vancouver. I have heard that
sort of thing, and hints of it even in this
house, and certainly in the government press.
You can get a man to write any letter you
want; you can get a white man to make a
tool ‘of himself for a Jap if you pay him
enough. There was a man who wrote to the
papers saying what fine people the Japs are.
I laid a trap for him and I discovered that
he was a white man all right, but also a paid
agent of a Japanese association, but he did
not say that when he signed his name.

Yes, we are all bad because we want a
white British Columbia and not a place like
Hawaii! Fifty years from now, unless some-
thing is done to stop it, all west of the
Rockies will be yellow. I submit, Mr. Speaker,
that we want but little; we simply want to
be left alone, like New Zealand and Australia,
all white, I have no ill-will against the
Japanese. Perhaps you may think I have
been showing ill-will, but T assure you I have
none towards the Japs. No Jap ever “did”
me—I never gave him the chance. I wish
to be fair to the Japanese, and I think that
if we expatriated them, as we ought to do,
they should be given full justice in regard to
their property, because I am strongly in fzw_our
of a Japan controlled by the Japanese, just
as I am in favour of a Canada controlled by

Canadians. Let us continue to trade with
them; let us do business with them across the
ocean; but do not force iuto one nation two
peoples separated by something that is wider
than the ocean, two peoples who are different
in race, in religion, in traditions and in their
whole philosophy of life. Thic difference
always has prevented assimilation and always
will prevent it, between two nations so utterly
divergent in every respect. The greatest path
towards assimilation is marsiage. Well, the
Japs have been here fifty-eight years and
there is no record of a single marriage, although
there might be one. I asked a Japanese to
produce the record of one marriage and he
could not do so. We have heard of second gen-
eration Japanese born here going to Japanese
schools here to learn Japanese, and that
has been regarded as a small matter. We
went into their textbooks and had them
translated and we found that they were very
anti-British. Yet there were people who
thought that was a small matter—only the
sort of thing that irresponsible people like
myself would talk about. But when the war
came, it was thought wise to shut down the
Jap schools. There were fifty-nine in British
Columbia, and leaving out small areas where
they could not run a school, the great bulk
of those children must have attended some
Japanese school.

I have one more word. When the time
comes to talk peace, I suggest that the
services rendered by Canada and by her Prime
Minister should surely entitle both him and
this dominion to be fully represented when
the terms of peace are being settled, when
the treaty comes to be made, and have their
voice heard in no uncertain’ terms. I do
suggest—perhaps it is too early to talk about
it now, but it is well to get it started—that
we should make an arrangement that when
peace time comes, we expatriate all the
Japanese left in Canada; do it on fair terms,
buy them out, pay them liberally. It was
done in the present war, I believe, between
Russia and Germany; and after the last war
it was done on a large scale, some 200,000
people, between the Greeks and the Turks,
I think. If they could move 200900, it is
much easier for us to move 25,000, and it is
better to move them while their numbers are
so small. Let us settle once and for all this
canker in the life of Canada which prevents
us from being a united white Canada. And
that is what British Columbia wants,

Orrawa: Printed by Eomoxo Crouries, Printer to the King's Most Excellent Majesty, 1042,
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part of the contract was such that the whole
matter was left wide open. I shall leave that
part of the subject for the moment.

In the spring of 1022, for once in their
lives the British Columbia members had sense
enough to take united action. 1 do not
believe they have ever done it since, nor do
I think it had Ye-n done before. We all got
together—I believ;: {iere were fuu.r groups

I continued from time to time to do what
I could; and then along about 1028—possibly
it was 1929—the Prime Minister was kind
enough—and I give him full eredit for it,
because he did not have to do it—to readjust
the joint agreement so that instead of an
entry of 400 a year there would bé only 150.
He put some teeth in the terms of that agree-
ment, so that we really had at least a

bler’s chance of enforcing it. I believe

at that ti p 8 to
the house asking for the total exclusion of
orientals from British Columbia and Canada.
The government opposed the resolution and
moved to amend it by striking out the words
‘“total exclusion” and inserting the words
“effective restriction”. Of course the govern-
ment’s majority carricd the amendment, We
were told at that time that the two expres-
sions were synonymous, and that the term

the Japanese with their accustomed ability
and subtlety found loopholes whereby at least
to some extent they evaded the terms of the
arrangement, but not to any great extent.
Then, of later years the war has stopped any
serious immigration.

I was told at that time that there were other
reasons why we should not do anything to
offend the Japanese nation, reasons of a
liplomatic nature. I ber as well as if

“effective restriction” meant total 1

The government majority carried the amend-
ment—and that was the end of total exclusion.
It did not operate as we had been led to
believe,

Time has gone on and taken its toll of
those fourteen members who supported that
principle. There have been deaths, both
politically and physically at one end of the
rainbow, and the senate and big government
appointments at, the other end. All these
have reduced that little band to the point
where I am the only one left. I can say,
like the man in the Bible—in the Book of
Job, I believe it was; some of my parson
friends can correct me if I am wrong—“I
only am escaped alone to tell thee” I con-
tinued pressing the matter as best I could,
but I found that governments were not
sympathetic.

There was too much talk of appeasement in
the air. One of the arguments was this, “We
want to do a big trade with Japan, with her
seventy million people. We do not want to
lose that trade. If we do anything they don’t
like they will take their trade to the United
States.” That argument had some plausibility;
at any rate it was good enough to stall me
off for a year or two.

Then I saw the psychological moment open
~~TTOZTThe government of the le_;nﬁ&?
~=BULOT & Clear sky, passed a

=

it were yesterday the answer I gave—I believe
it is in Hansard—‘The house and government
-might be assured that the Japanese nation
would attack us the very moment it suited
them, no matter what we had done by way of
appeascment, favours or anything else.” The
very moment it suited them to attack us they
would do so—and to-day tells the answer.

If my advice had been taken, even as late
as 1924, to-day there would have been in
Canada perhaps 5000 or 6,000 fewer Japanese
than there are to-day. Six thousand taken
from 24,000 would have helped to ease this
very acute situation which exists in British
Columbia to-day.

I continued te look anxiously at the situa-
tion, and in 1938 I thought I had another
opportunity. I brought in a bill to provide for
an educational test. The Japanese were mot
mentioned by name, but.the provisions of this
bill would have applied to three-quarters of
the world’s population. If it had been put
into force, it would have set up a method
which has been used in Australia and New
Zealand for thirty years without any objec-
tion from the Japanese. This has helped to
keep Australia and New Zealand white. The
government refused to allow my bill to go
through. The matter was put to a vote and,
if hon. members are interested in the matter,
they will find it fully set out in Hansard of

tal exclusion act —May 31, 1938, at page 3411. The hon, mem-

wember for Kun}lmn;a (Mr, O'Neill) should be

0. e proud now that they withstood the pressure

g S it
"ﬂ'ie same one as _yT—to make 1t of the whip at that time and voted in the
“apply lentalss g.could 1iot Seé BI8 “interests of their province rather than at the

Jdictates of the party. In justice to the hon.
“member for Victoria, B. C. (Mr. Mayhew),
must say that he was sick at home at the

me and could not possibly be here.
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In September, 1040, Japan signed the deal, illegally would disclose that fact? The thing
agreement or whatever you call it with Italy is ridiculous.
and Germuny. In plain English, they bhound
themselves to enter into war against us and
the United States whenever it suited Germany
or Hitler, Pressure was put upon the govern-
ment by British Columbia, and I suppose some
realization of the situation also led the gov-
ermment to take action. They appointed a
hand-picked committee 1o investigate the sub-
ject, which committee wame back with a
number of recommendations, I believe ten in
all. There wore ouly two of any importance,
Nos. 5 and 7, and T shall deal with them,
No. 5 rec led against allowing Jay
to cnlist in our volunteer army then being
raised. That was a very good idea, otherwise
we would have had perhaps 1500 Japanese
training in our army, possibly in key positions,
petty officers and the like, They would have
been familiar with every detail of our army
operalions.  Protests were made by the mayor
of Nanaimo, and T think by other cities and
by myself, and the recommendation of the
committee carried. That was all right.

Recommendation No, 7 was that there should
be a re-registration of the Japanese in Canada.
It had been claimed by many people that the
registration that had been taken was just
o fake as regards the Japanese. Only those
who felt like it registered, and there was a
demand for a new registration, The recom-
mendation was that they should be photo-
graphed at the same time. That was a good
idea, but it had one fatal defect, if deception  tatement, us reported on page 436 of
is regarded as a fatal defect, Tt was clearly Hansard:
understood that this registration was com- d Tlu} L-mm‘:’ninco mcci\;gd “lI‘L' mmmﬁ coopera-
pulsory. We were told how well it was going ohadiom Sppanese nationals as well as e
on, how successful it was, and it was hoped Sn!: of '\I:nr fwﬂ:’;;lrgs:il:\::lu;lu ‘:-rxlm‘l'i‘l'lg }»‘P{\\tou
that we malignants would now be satisfied and  Japan and Canada, the registration was all but
keep quiet. The whole thing turned on the complete,
point that it was compulsory, The utmost cooperation! We know the

If it had been voluntary, what use would it extent of that cooperation. Here is what a
have been? Supposing we decided to make 8 man wrote—n white man for a change, and
history of the people by the name of Smith, perhaps we can take his word—to the local
II; have a record of cvcryt'hmg they had done, paper in Vancouver a few days ago:
Yr“l’:l'" 'thry h“.“‘db“‘“ in guol and so on. About three years ago I was talking to a
. .18 were carried on voluntary, how many  Canadian-horn Japanese boy in a store and
Smiths would come forward except those with said to him, “if the Japs ever came over here
clean hands? Was it expected that Japanese Would you fight against us?” He replied, “I
who had entered the country illegally would wou‘ldn tit\'nn'.'.'.o.”but I would either have to
come forward and sy, “Yes, I came in O cOMm sulclde. .
illegally, take me.” Of course they would not. Thal is the eort of blind it is. There is
A Jap is not a fool, any more than we are,

your cooperation. Only when they attacked
The guilty ones did not register and the Pearl Harbour was it ammounced that the
whole thing was a gigantic failure. It could

whole thing had been only voluntary. Here is
not be otherwise if it were anything but an article that appeared in the papers a few
compulsory,

days afterwards:
Our main complaint was that many of them

L During the registration rocecdings, several
had come into the country illegally and this hundred Japaneee left Canada for Japan. Most

re-registration would have discovered that of these were known to the Royal Canadian
g . Mounted Police. Many of them were belicved
\\[.;,q it expected that those who had come in o have entered the eaintry illegally.
Ir. Neill.)

not compulsory, that it was just a geslure to
keep us quite, just a farce. Then what hap-
pened? The war wns on and the people
know what war means; this government
should know wiiat it means. These same
people were given two months in which to
register; they were given until February 7 to
get things fixed up, to get a fake birth corti-
ficate or a forged entry eard. You can buy
them in Vancouver. If they could not get
cither, they were given two months hefore
they would be subject to the same action s
that to which any other enemy alien would be
exposed. Why give them two months? We
were practically saying to them, “We are at
war with you, but we will give you two months
in which to get faked papers, or get out of
the country.” I never heard the like of it
hefore, and I hope I never shall again.

If T were challenged to offer proof of these
things, I could no more do it than I could
offer proof of the day of the week on which
my last birthday fell. You do not keep track
of these things that are so well known. 1
mippose 1 could have kept the newspapers that
I read at the time, but I did not. I never
drcamed that such action would be necessary
to show that they had said it was compulsory.
On February 9, the Prime ‘Minister made this
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When the war came on, after &
Pearl Harbour, it was discovered that jt was

rt of the report, I may as well finish up
{:at matter by at;yigg that m.;r ttll:,ey ‘l:;d_
nths in which to fix things up or get out. 1,200 lelnmhabtontt: ];th:il!th:;er;"f cltqwu
I h {stration had been compulsory, we tion arose, w o Gabin dauis
- “hreg t the best of these Jap agents desirable to get them bac Clll R nobnd.ly'
by ll‘)lee ms:f their spies. They have now go that white men could ca‘t{ : ’;heml‘om i
::ge"::)m:with their charts and plans and nc:dcd for the gfler:sl:nn:nr; :o. B o i
i t be set up a committ i
yhLs e kno;::dge Pg:-;zp:o:leds!ml see  Whoever chose that committee ies_erves g::e:
) :O:hlez ‘};pa !:gnin peering over the credit. Tlgl‘y _mndc :}xcell;:'; ?I u‘:t’i:: P i
ot i i they are: airman, Hon. %
i f a German gunboat in y T ustic
::gic:{w?:.e #;Ldngifn: or Port Alberni, because Smith, a mladn wnt)h 8 m?’ﬁ, :::.m;‘ers papers,
we now kr;ow that many of them were expert 80 ;119 ;vohu i 1 RC,th., o’
val men. Agitation continued, and the B. L. Jo mb’l' R
n‘vernumnt' called a conference which was outstanding al n!.annm “;; e
g:ld here on January 8 and 9. With possibly Then there w]:n; 8 npe a'ble sl 22
O e s ate o Wik 106 werks thet B Gpddrigolc 1 give:dl
| this conference were ) 3
illlxe ':zeer:xt:;n:t:rvico. Their continuing or grefht for Jlbat.' . leee'::l X:&:irzﬁ;ngnuf;:&:
advancement in the branch ocfl the aen'ic;. in ;li) :u:rﬁleeir :to rk,eiu't' it Al o
which they were, might depend upon—putting T e & Siialit. s o oF Ghiah’Y Bk
i i i inki as ey issued a circular, ]
l; pomelyn—:::e“n::}::: 'fﬁestemmm‘r’s.“y in my hand, explaining t.hen; pml:eecdn‘:x: II ::‘
‘ ; 53,;;1“ that they should call in u;w; ;:3 5::-!; ;ﬂ, :::ﬁ:l;m‘m; o oo
Peitis: O (;n eTbc;:,:;h:D;Zrz]:;:: to Wwho are continually wriling to nl::lto ll:n::;
e fe&Tep::plew li’iut oh, no! I should whatto d%el an:.af;md th::s:}ljlwb:c:u;ce ethe
ol o A will not entirely suc a
like to give another quc:itnuon.t :hi;l;‘u “itmi: government will have left on their hnnd.:
y Al bucauscl A },,_.on ?y?ey are not in hundreds of boats. That is not the fnu‘%ﬂol
pagie: .ntluc‘l; prcem; e wWhen an official is the government or of th: :?on::(‘imh’:.ve ol
:ncxiz:::;' 1 shal‘l) yr.el'cr 0. 5 °§:i“]'¢ ﬁ,‘: :il;:‘;',-ei?tbo:r u?l:: d‘::e,elnd marvellous to
VHo SO o e o e D late, they told the members of parliament
government, I shall simply call him a minister ;‘I’)out i They e\'enk‘:ﬁep:hefi * s;xgcshor:ﬂll
; ing. 1 sugges
: ;l"fm'ft see any need of getting the members mlde—hunolbell' d"e:):"se" :hese gboals iy
lrom%ri!‘i’uhh(??un'l‘binldm etdzl;l and asking them E::utsee{h:n{l’:shemcn O ey
v y thi oul e. 4 :
M:;“:xct;c’wcmn m:L called together, but the they would l:; :;b’:;: buy them %‘h:m;i-n ::;dl
twenty-five government officials were there @ f 3; £'f thams Gl tho Toante’ o
i S th. They were fully informed idea of a lo el sl
in ffull .atrength, R i some these new boards, scems to be that th
of. ithe 1809 % newst of External no loyalty, intglllscncc or usefulness in hnny
e Ton e Depart member of parliament. I do not Im:)w w crr;
. i J ot so vei
M{ml::'ve here the statement got out by the :::;' iﬁ:zc"tl;algi:p!l:“;::tc 1;"1::. nm"' D-vey.
Prime Minist:;. '1‘2;, Ea;n r:l:;::lddo::gﬂ:; the idea you ﬁn‘;l among t::: xug{:l::a t:v::
n . : ¥
':l’;(cer: i:h:o gﬂmf?n my quoting from it. It con- RV b%‘i:i: :‘; a:“z:ﬁ told what b bolne
tains seventeen paragraphs, a great many of gze:e. we shall have to guess or simply deal
:lln‘i‘ch are build-ups for the rest of it. I will w?th it LY, o U1
deal with the more important ones, paragraphs government is to blame. I do not thm:'x:&x:;'
6,7, 8 and 11, bers of parliament are any more
,P;mgmph 6 recommends that the govern- .} they were in years gone by- . .
ment should seize immediately the Japanese T waat to quote recognmendunon 7 in which
fishing boats. That was done; ndwf“ d&“i was contained the policy of the cabinet. It
i diately war was decl and for that Lo 4.
action I have nothing but the utmost praise.
It was done promptly and thoroughly. I bave
a vague idea that I see in it the efficient hand od o ; :
of the Minister of National Defence for Naval of Japanese vacial origin will be di m c: :.
Services (Mr. Macdonald). At any rate it ¢rojled under conditions eéoll;enx:!mn ¥
was done, and done well. While this is not Royal Canadian Mount. olice.

i that we
It is only after war breaks out
discover all that, They were given two

For the same period—
That is during the war. 5
—the sale of gasoline and exl:]lo-n'u to Somnl
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That is a good idea too, a very good idea,
but unfortunately I read in the papers—I
have to go to the press for information he-
cause I cannot get it anywhere else—that these
sales are still going on.

Mr. HOMUTH: The sale of powder is
still going on?

Mr. NEILL: Explosives. A man wrote to
the Vancouver Province the other day and
suggested that if this order was in effect, why
was the Japanese station at the corner still
selling gus the game as usual? That has been
going on for two and a half months now, and
I rather think permission has been extended
to the 1st of April. The language is doubt-
ful, but if it can be interpreted to the benefit
of the Japanese, be sure it will be so inter-
preted. You are dealing with clever, subtle,
unscrupulous enemics—and they are enemies
—and when you say that you are not going
to stop the sale for two months, that is just
an invitation to them to accumulate as much
gas and explosives as they can in the mean-
time. We say to them: “Remember, on the
7th of February or on the 1st of April we are
going to shut down on you.” Is that not an
xpvilution to them to get explosives and gaso-
line against a rainy day? That time limit
should never have been put in. The order
should have been made applicable at once.

I want to say one more good thing for
the government, and it will be the last, I am
sorry {0 say. It does not pay to state your
case unfairly, ‘and I wish to be strictly fair.
In. t.hrsc two instances I have mentioned, the
seizing of the Japanese boats, and this order
with respect  to the sale of gasoline and
explosives was made applicable to all
Japanese, and all honour is due to the gov-
ernment for doing it.

There are three classes of Japanese we must
deal with. There are the Japancse nationals,
those born in Japan and never naturalized in
Canada; they are Japanese nationals. Then
ghcm'is the man born in Japan and natural-
ized in Canada. He is called a naturalized
Japanese or a Canadian. Then there is the
Japanese who was born in Canada, who can
call himself a Japanese-Canadian if he likes.
The government orders with regard to seizing
the boats and the sale of gas and explosives
applied to all three olasses. That was all
right.

Now I deal with paragraph 8. It says that
+ Japanese nationals will be forbidden to possess
or use slgort—wm‘e receiving sets or radio trans-
mitters in Canada. A most excellent thing.
Hon, can all und, d why it was
necessary to do that. That was fine. But it
does not come into effect until the lst of

[Mr. Neill.}

April.  Did the Japanese give us four months'
notice of what they were going to do at Pear]
Harbour? Yet we say to them: “Go wan-
dyrinz about with your cameras and take
pictures, and use your receiving sets to send
word to Japan, and your receivers to get
instructions from Japan. You can do this
as much as you like until the 1st of April”
Even if the order had been withheld, and they
had been allowed to continue doing these
things without being told of any date when
they must stop, it would not have been so
bad, because then they would never have
known when the order was coming into force.
But they were warned—you will not be inter-
fered with until the 1st of April. The order
was the equivalent of that, We told them:
“Do your dirty work now. Use your radio
and your receiving set but, remember, hide
or bury them before the 1st of April, and then
everything will be lovely.” They told the
Japanese nationals that they must not use
these things in a protected area. But they
can use them outside. I have a police order
hat effect. It is signed by the police
says:
No enemy alien shall have in his possession
or use while in such protected area any camera,
radio transmitter, radio short-wave receiving
set, firearm, ammunition or explosive,
But that order does not apply outside the
protected area, and it does mot apply to a
naturalized or native-born Japanese.

Mr. RALSTON: I am not quite familiar
with the regulations as to cameras, but does
my hon. friend suggest that the same date
‘applied with regard to evacuating a protected
area and the possession of cameras? They
must evacuate by April 1.

Mr. NEILL: Yes.

Mr. RALSTON: My hon. friend used the
same date, April’1, when speaking of cameras
and receiving sets.

Mr. NEIL_L: Yes. T said that the language
was so ambiguous that it could be read two
ways. It reads:

Notices ordering all enemy aliens to evacuate
the coastal area of British Columbia west of
the Cascade mountains by April 1 and to
surrender cameras and radios will be posted in
public buildivgs to-day.

Then:

Orders to Japanese . . . to get out of the
coastal areas within forty-seven days and to
surrender cameras, radios and other banned
articles, were issued to-day.

. Mr. .RALSTON: I think my hon, friend
is reading some sort of newspaper paraphrase
of the order. The order to give up radios
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and cameras is effective immediately, The
order of evacuation is not. The order referred
to, is effcctive on April 1.

Mr. NEILL: It is signed by Colonel Hill,
and states that no enemy alien shall have in
his possession or use while in such protecied
area any camera, radio transmitter, radio,
short-wave receiving set, firearm, ammunition
or explosive.

Mr. RALSTON: That is effective imme-
diately. You don’t wait until April 1 for
that.

Mr. NEILL: Well, as I said, it is doubtful.
There is, however, no question whatever that
a man who is not a Japanese nalional can do
these things any time, any place. The order
applics only to nationals; that is, to men
born in Japan and coming over here, and
these are comparatively few in number, some-
thing like 1,700 out of 24,000, and only while
they are in the area. The remaining 22,000
of naturalized Japanese are free to come and
go, as 1 have said, anywhere. They can
photograph what they like, radio what they
like. ‘They can do eomething else which I
have not touched upon, and which is—not
to make a joke—a burning question in British
Columbia. Three, two, one of them can do
endless damage in British Columbia with a
box of matehes, The most deadly enemy of
the lumber industry in British Columbia is
fire. Lumbermen are so afraid of it, it is
so dangerous, that they shut their camps
down in the middle of summer, as soon as
the humidity reaches a certain point, A man
can wander out in that bush, ten, fifty, a
hundred miles from anywhere, and do more
damage with a box of matches than it would

take two armies to put out. The large
number of forest rangers whom we have
could not touch the fringe of the thing if
these aliens were determined to commit
subotage. Some of the biggest lumbermen
on the coast are much alarmed at this situa-
tion, If the Japanese were out of the area,
they could not do this damage, because you
can't do a thing if you are not there.

I have spoken of the freedom of Japanese
to come and go with cameras, radios and
matches. That is not restricted to two months
or four months; that is for eternity, if the
war lasts that long; it is for the duration of
the war that the naturalized or Canadian-born
Jap can go out and commit sabotage; he is
free to do it the whole time, and he is the
most dangerous of the lot. The naturalized
Japanese speaks our language fluently, possibly
he has been to college. He possesses far
greater potentialities of trouble as a spy or
an agent than if he had just come from

Japan. The fellow dressed up like a white
man, speaking our language glibly, is the
one who should be interned. 1t is very hard
for me to believe that the government are
so remote from what is taking place or may
take place as not to understand the situation.

Paragraph 10 of the statement to which I
referred makes a rather vague reference lo
the establishment of a civil corps for Canadian
and naturalized Jap B the pro-
ject is a voluntary one, and in view of the
vagueness to which I have referred, I imagine
that presently it will fade away.

I should now like to make three charges
against the government. The first is this, that,
with the exception of seizing these bcats,
they have been far too slow in handling the
Japanese situation. They have let days go
by when it should have been hours, and &
month when it should have been days. Look
at what was dome in Mexico. There the
government dealt with the whole lot as soon
as war was declared, and ordered into the
interior every Jap who was on the coast. They
did it; they didn't talk about it. Cuba did
the same thing. They arrested, I believe,
cighteen Japancse, all but two of whom were
naval officers. Nicaragua took the same
course, and took it speedily.

Mr. CRERAR: Could my hon. frend tell
the house—I am merely asking for informa-
tion—what has been done in the United States?

Mr. NEILL: No. I have not made myself
familiar with what is happening there. I know
that on the Pacific coast they took prompt
steps. But they did not have the same incen-
tive and need for action as we have, hecause
there were not fishermen in the state of
Washington; most Japanese there worked in
paper mills and the like of that. But I am
not in a position to state in detail what was
done. I have troubles enough of my own. I
do know what the situation is in British
Columbia.

The only reason why we have not had a
Pearl Harbour bombing in Canada is that we
have no Pearl Harbour to bomb.

I note here that the council of the city of
Vancouver has passed a resolution urging the
government to get a move on. The report
speaks of increasing irritation and criticism
at the coast over the apparent failure of the
government to implement its announced policy
of removing Japanese.

The legislature of British Columbia, before
adjourning a few days ago, passed unanimously
a resolution urging the dominion government
to strengthen Pacific defences. The feeling is
very strong at the coast. I wish I could get
the government to realize it.
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Here is one incident | must quote, reported
under & big headline o & feading Vancouver
paper, the Daily Provisse!

Japanese live undisturbed on dike adjoining
airport.

There are 200 Japanese liviag & mile weel
of the airport, They are liviog on & dike,
14 would be very easy to blow up or opes that
diki, and the airport would be rendered
wieless for & loog time to come. Yet they
ary, living undisturbed within & mile of the
stport; they are on & dike isto which & gap
could b blown with & fow sticks of powder
that would make the airport uslem for a
long tma (o come, Why does the government
sob take some sction in this cam?

The meond charge is that even the small
restrictions (o which 1 have referred are
applicable ooly lo pationals, and 1 sy i s
ineseussble that they are not made applicable
to all psturalised Japaness sliens n this
country, To whom do ym mppose they
think they owe loyalty? If they were aeal-
tered all over Canada, e cam might be
different, but thik whal may happen when
they are turped loose in & small srea, when
25 000 are concentrated in an ares where they
could 80 readily combine to take sction agninst
Vancouver, or Victoria, &4 the ease may be.
It constitutes sn unspeakable mensce; 1 can-
oot understand why it e allowed to continue.

The third charge is that the government
have shown indifference to Dritish Columbia
defence, Alo to air raid precautions work and
the like of that, 1 am not blaming the govern-
ment for preparations which they might have
made six yrars ago. That is pot their fault;
1 know that. We could not get the approprias
ton through the house. The Cooperative

Commonwealth Federation moved resolutions
condemning the goverpment for proposing,
as the Minister of Pensions and National
Health (Mr, Mackensie) did, to spend some
money for these purposes. But 1 do blame the
government for not baving taken the situa-
tion in hand since war was declared. They
are too slack; they appesr to sdopt the
attitude, “Ob, well, we bave to take chances:
we are doing the best we can; it will be all

oright”  Well, they told us it would be all
right about Hong Kong. Dut people make
mistakes—oven military men, even high
military men, They told uws it would be all
right at Singapore. Yet we know that mis
takes were made there, Here Is the governe
mente paper the Vancouver Sum, expressing
this opinion:

fuu»h obviously has not made its plan of
defence on the sssumption of scy resl attack
on the Pacific const. . . . 1\.{ plan
which must be reconsidered , . . we do expect
(Mr. Nelll )

jag hi "
o wellequipped, mobile striking wnit which SP e i fovesti-| why they .ua.:a bo';;);uc .hr:‘;l'l:‘ 'b-“(m
could pounce upen nri.»n-u Janding sttempt the| disleyol to the pro .
from Alasks southwards. \ " the war, and it was sid that it was oaly &
No such force exists on our comst. No sch - ph matter of opinion, He bas now been trene
fores exiate in Uonada. ferred to & position in which he can give
1 om afraid that is too true. Perhaps in advico~that » -l.x\vlﬂ is here for, to epeak
the secret session which is to be held we shall with sutbority, He is oa {he grousd, sud he
be given more information on (his matter. |y § iy imhl::
1 do not propose to blame the governmest : ht be taken ““.‘!:
for things which happened before they bad i Japanese and to drop & hist h}ho _nght l"f"
control and knowledge of the situstica, or Anytling of that sort, just & hint in the right
for not having done what at the time was quarters, might make s great deal of dderence
beyond their power. Dul the government sort of | in the corrying out of & poliey. y o
must be ready st that secrel session (o give Perhaps 1 shall bo told that this is usiair,
us geauine information, not groers) . os?  that this is & fine man, and that | should wot
and smooth-sounding platitudes.  There bas d make sl statements 1 agree that he is en-
been too much of this in connection with the titled to his weind opinions; be was entitled
massgement of the war, pothing 10 that before the war, But since the war, bo
There is & certain place~T will not name —a \hhu\u:’a'-i ::;{l :ﬁ. 'l::‘u :;:r:em-kd
nsmes, 1 will eall it ¥. When the governmest and biased t0 e ember of
began to think about building serodromes 1 Duriog the last wai there was & mem
thought that ¥ would make a good site for {he roysl family, Prisce l|h'nr7 of lh"_l;r:(l::;
e ho was married to Queen
one, and 1 said s0. 1 put it up to the oficlls, 1 thisk, v he fleet and
faughter, He was sn admiral of oot Ab:
::iull-'ry k‘:‘w “t:t.u|m:‘ "l"d:I‘".\‘\f l:u: Mis layslty could not be questioned, but he
m.t “‘“(hl‘ d«uwo’—‘hulnth ' !m'LI‘ voluntanly asked to be nm.(.l It did not
m.p.:..,.gm,. now with i 'ru'u ,; “t took well to see @ man of German origia ‘m
fear we ha s ';‘: l:: |' command of the fieet, and 0 be asked to be
ud' _may have to parap the hyms retired. 1 submit that in this case 8 fecling
8 " decency shoubd have impelied this gentle-
'{: 5.-‘:-;::- ||‘u‘:b:4‘ll'a“.u‘:.n;:: by man to whom 1 bave been refertiog to ask (o

be relieved of his pemition, where be is Open
There was another aerodrome st & place we to mupiion, Scripture syé that we ob

will call X. 1 wrote to the government in abetain from even the appearance of evil.
connection with this one, informing them that We who have takea the pusition that 1 am
there were two things wrong about it. This (aking bave been ealled all sorts of
was & yrar or two ago. 1 peinted out to the names, Wo lave been called agitators. 1t I
officlals that there was & Jap village 200 yards id that wo are willing to exploit the interests
from the mouth of it where the Japs could dominated of Casada for our own political .-lunum
take photographe snd keep a record of any Ship that we are rabblerousers, Jap-baiters,
aeroplanes ‘vaving, with all the details, ® yards (Valse that wo have & very dangs jafluenco—that
that they could have It all recorded for the rounded. . * | was not said of me; LS 22
benefit of the Japanese. They were sbout a0 . alderman in_Vaneo - tave heard that
far from the mouth of the serodrome as 3 o B ~nT hints of it evea in this
Sparks street would be from where I am house, amd certainly in the government press.
standing. 1 bave in my desk & letter in which You can get 8 man to write sny ketter you
some official tried to stall mo off. 1 was told want; you can gel white man to make &
that they would expropriate the Japanese, but to0l ‘of himsell for s Jap i you pay him
that they could not it because thore was  There was & e who weote 1o the
some hiteh. Howeyer, they sid they woul hat fine people the Japs are.
look icto the matter. Imagioe looking into ; . 1 laid a trap for kim and | discovered that
the question of expropriatiog this particular : ho was a white man all n;lnl.‘but also & paid
property when other npations, ss we know, . 7 agent of & , but he did
take first what they require snd then ik - pot sy that w "
shout expropriation, Agals, 1 pointed oul to aad the Yes, we are oll had because we ‘AM\I
the officials that there was & Jap who had this  white British Columbia and not & placo 1ike
heen soen taking photographe from an aerv: that  awail! Fifty yrar from pow, unless S0k
plane over the harbour, where the aerodrome 3 is) thing is done o stop it, al west of t
was being built, 1t was & eivilian sesadsome. ! if  Tockies will be yellow. 1 sibanit, Mr. Bpeaker,
1 took this matter up with various that we want but little; we simply ‘"""“'
1 will not meation any names becauss I do be left alone, like New Zealand and Australss,
not wish to give them away—and what wis
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Tere is one incident 1 must quote, reported
under & big headline in & leading Vancouver
paper, the Daily Proviace:

Japanese live undisturbed o dike wdjulaing
alrport.

There are 200 Japanese living & mile west
of the shigsit  They are living on & dike
1t wousld ba vet)\easy to blow up or opes that
dike, and the "uirport would be rendered
usclesn for & looy time to come, Yet they
are livieg undigarbed withia » mile of the
alrport; \hey «re 00 & dike into which a gp
could he blown with s fow sticks of powder
that would make the airport uslom for o
long time to come. Why does the goverament
not take some action in this cam?

The meond charge ¥ that even the small
restrictions to which 1 have referred are
applicable only to pationals, and | sy i s
ineveusable that they are not made applicable
to Al naturalised Japaess aliens i this
country. To whom do you mppose Ahey
think they owe loyalty? If they were woate
tered all over Canads, the cam might =
different, but thisk what may happen when
they are turned loose ia & small ares, whea
25,000 are concentrated in an area where they
could 8o readily combine to take action amminst
Vancouver, or Vietoria, a2 the case may be.
It constitutes sn unspeakable menace; 1 can
not understand why it b allowed to contisue

The third charge s that the government
have shown indifference to Pritish Columbia
defence, also to air nid precautions work and
the like of that. 1 am not blaming the govern-
ment for preparations which they might have
made six years ago, That is not their fault]
1 know that, We could not get the spproprias
ion throogh the house. The Cooperative
Commonwealth Federation moved resolutions
condemning the government for proposing,
as the Minister of Pensions and National
Health (Mr, Mackensie) did, to spend some
money for these purposes. But 1 do blame the
government for not having taken the situa-
tion in hand since war wad declared. They
are too slack; they appear to adopt the
attitude, “Ob, well, we have to take chances;
we are doing the best we can; it will be all
right”  Well, they told us it would be all
right about Hong Kong. But people make
iaistakes—even military men, even high
military men. They told us it would be all
right at Bingapore. Yet we koow that mis
takes were made there, Here is the govern-
ments paper the Vancouver Sun, expressiog
this opinlon:

Canada obviously has not made its plan of
defence on the assumption of any real attack
on the Pacifio coast, . . . s the plan
which must he reconsidered . . . we do expect

(Me, Neit)
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o wellequipped, mobile striking wnit N : i why (hey should be payieg him if b s ®
could pounce wpon Any Japances anding sttempt ' " ined disleyal 10 the proviace. That was before
from Alaska southwards. ' and bad found that be pad/  the war, and it was wid that it was caly &
,.;“: :::‘.,",’,’.'{.‘_‘“;: on our codat. No euch 5 Japan. 1 suppose be took matter of opinion. He has sow been trane
1 fraid that s erh graphs with him as & memanto of s because ferred to & position ll"\l‘h he can give
sm afraid that s too true. Perhaps in BT \oved us so much. Well, he has gone back adyico—that is what be is hete for, to speck
the secret mm‘-blch is (o be held wo shall B oN3,ian with whatever photographs be tooke[ with suthonty, He is on the ground, and be
be given more information on this matter we do not koow how many—and God knows | alio in & position 10 have early knowledge
1 do not propose to Blame the governmest By |,y many More may bave gone there. But | of any actica that might be taken sgainst the
for things which happeond before they bad ihe officials did not seem Lo thisk it was ime ( Japance and 1o drop & hist in the right place.
control and knowledge of the situstion, o B ,ortant, 1 was told that it would be diffeult | Asything of that sort, just & hint in the right
for not having done what at the time was M i, ko photographs through the glass of sy quarters, might make a great deal of dilference
h!“’,' lh'"| "“"'; But the governmest Ml Leroplane nless you bad & particular sort of " in (he earryiog out of & poliey. -
must be ready st that secrel session Lo pve apparstus with which to do it. Well, would Perhaps 1 shall ko told that this s unfair,
us genvine information, pot geaers] sssurances the Japanese not have that type of apparstus? that this is & fioe man, and that 1 should sot
and smooth-sounding platitudes. There bas 1 submitted all these malters to the departs make such statements. 1 agree that he is en-
been (00 mu(:‘llofhlhil in connection with the ment, and ] have it all on record. Ove of titld to0 his welnd opinlons; ‘I.l was entitled
mansgement of the war. the offiials said to me, “There is nothing to to that before the war, But since the war, b0
There s & avum'plu.o—-l will not pame this anyhow because it is not agaiast the laws =4 lﬂm»l times no. He s too one-sided
:mu. 1 -u:‘l:;ll‘i:“)‘. ‘:\m- the mcmmu; of the country to lake photographs of an uii,:r::-l“lu 'ht“k:r\' ‘lﬂb::ll-:.v.‘l:;m." ¥
gan to thi t building serodromes attodrome.” v odl-wed
thought that ¥ would make & good site for I toek it up with some of the higher officials, (he toyal family, Prince Heory of Battenberg,
ote, sod 1 ssid s0. 1 put it up 10 the official, | and they jugsled with it and fnally cxplained
and they mid thal they were experts and that they could get the Jape under the Official  davghter
ought to koow better than 1 did. Well, | Seerets Act. The acrodrome is still there; the  his Joyalty coukl not
sccepted (hat decision—but they are buiMisg Japs are still stayieg there under their four voluptarily ssked o be retired. 1t did not
(hat serodrome now with (rantie haste. | monthy' lease of life, and doubtless they are look well to see & man of German origia I8
fear we may have to paraphrase the hyms oill taking these photographs, which 1 have command of the Beel, snd 00 he uln|'|o|la
and my: a0 doubt will be seat to the right place. retired, 1 submit that in llul" (;'h'- «;;x(
Too late, 100 late will be the ery Theso fnen are nol all Canadinn nationals. of decency shoukd bave m;v‘ led this ".1 e
The Japanese gunboats have gone by, fome of them may be the ¥ best clase of w0 to whom 1 have been refermieg to ask to
There was another aerodrome at & place we § Se and foreign agents, * 4] contend that be relieved of his I“"“““"“:‘l"l v W ot
will eall X. 1 wrote 1o the government in thero has been too much wympathy for the '@ suspicion. "ﬂhl’wr mys the " M;I
connection with this one, informing them that : point and Japanes inlvmuh l"“:"“ :"ﬂ‘" '\f:: e :bl'.!"ﬂl‘l:“"“:" 14‘.
there were two th w about it " V her that we are at war wil o who have taken pos
L) yrumuo‘::.c. 'lo;:hud :m‘l |¢T|LM these people. Ottawa o 3000 iiles away now taking have bern called all soris .f(
officials that there was & Jap village 200 yards from us out there, and it is useful to have & DACS Wo bave been called agitators. Itis
from the mouth of it where the Jape could man here who is famiilar with couditions on said that we are willing to exploit the interests
take photographs and keep & monrol any the coast to advise Hq they sent for & mang of Canada for our own politicsl u.hu(uc-
aeroplanes leaving, with all the details, w who for ten or filteen years had been potoriow that we are mabble-qousces, Jap-baiters, &
that they could have it all reeorded for the N ihere is no other word by which to deseribe]  that we have & very dangerung infuenco—that
. ‘They were ahout as his. activities—in the provinee of Dritislq W ot sid l»l' w0, T WA sk
far from the mouth of the serodrome a4 Columbia, for his champlonship of the Japans) alderman o ave and l'l_l
Sparks street would be from where 1 am cse, for bis advorecy of thelr interesis Hel »W ~5ed hints of it even in this
standisg. 1 have in my desk a letter in which was & protagonist of the Japanese, There was house, and certainly in the government peess.
some oficial tried to stall me off. T was told never & man who believed 0 rongly and You can gel & man to write any “"""“"
that they would expropriate (ke Japancso, but implicitly in Japan "“:";' ;' "“."“;"';“:‘L"';‘:'; ill“)‘m:nr:‘; :;
that they could not do it becauss there was Mr. SPEAKER: The hoo. member BAS  nough. There was & maa who wiale 10 the
ome Ihn.h. However, they mid they woull exreeded his time, and he may proceed only L lior mying what Sne people the Japs are.
look into the matter. Imagioe lookieg into With the unanimous consent of the house. U'hil & trap for him snd 1 discovered that
the question of expropriating this particular ome hon. MEMBERS: Go on he was & while maan all vight, but alw 8 paid
l‘ﬁ‘l"ﬂ'! ‘b;ﬂ‘ ﬂ‘l::f II'W‘;’-& ‘; h”"{ fowm . NYI ';\.I;ﬂ Go sheed agent of & Japanese amoclation, tut be il
take firt wha Yy requi then ta Mr. MACKENZIE RING: 0 ahead

shout ex iation, Agais, 1 ted out to not sy that when he signed his pame.
the n&;‘?‘:‘:ﬂ there ":.' .P;:; 'h:u)..d Mr. NEILL: | thask the house and the Yo, we are ol had because we want &

i Prime Minister; 1 have never asked for this white Britid Calumbis asd not & place lis»
:::o :::v '::o“\tam:‘rb‘:: :::.m‘mm-n um; licence before, To proceed, 1 may sy that Iawaii! Fifty years from no:. "nhl‘n'(m\‘t:
was being built, It n;- civilian sevadosme. a great deal of llwill has been saced If“ thing e doae S 1 '[ l'\ .‘l :;: Speaker
1 took this matter up with various bodies— British Columbia. m,'s“’r" out there Sk - ‘|"\,.~-. e dy want 1o
1 will not mention any names because 1do that this man was paid & big mlary & \,'“ z}‘l'l_'.““‘x‘m’“m"m
not wish to give them away—and what was provineial officll, and they wanted to koo New Lol '
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oll white. I have no ill-will against the
Japanese. Perhaps you may’ think I have
been ghowing ill-will, but I assure you I have
none towards the Japs. No Jap ever “did”
me—I never gave him the chance. I wish
to be fair to the Japanese, and I think that
if we cxpatriated them, as we ought to do,
they should be given full justice in regard to
their property, because I am strongly in favour
of a Japan controlled by the Japanese, just
as I am in favour of o Canada controlled by
Canadians. Let us continue to trade with
them; let us do business with them across the
ocean; but do not force into one nation two
peoples separated by something that is wider
than the ocean, two peoples who are different
in race, in religion, in traditions and in their
whole philosophy of life. This difference
always has prevented assimilation and always
will prevent it, between two nations so utterly
divergent in every respect. The greatest path
towards assimilation is marriage. Well, the
Japs have been here fifty-eight years and
there is no record of a single marriage, although
there might he ene. 1 asked a Japanese to
produce the record of one marriage and he
could not do so, We have heard of second gen-
eration Japanese born here goiog to Japanese
schools here to learn Japanese, and that
has been regarded as a small matter. We
went into their textbooks and had them
translated and we found that they were very
anti-British, Yet there were people who
thought that was a small matter—only the
sort of thing that irresponsible people like
myself would talk about. But when the war
came, it was thought wise to shut down the
Jap schools, There were fifty-nine in British
Columbia, and leaving out small areas where
they could not run a school, the great bulk
of those children must have attended some
Japanese school.

I have one more word. When the time
comes to talk peace, I suggest that the
services rendered by Canada and by her Prime
Minister should surely entitle both him and
this dominion to be fully represented when
the terms of peace are being settled, when
the treaty comes to be made, and have their
voice heard in no uncertain terms. I do
suggest—perhaps it is too early to talk about
it now, but it is well to get it started—that
we should make an arrangement that when
peace time comes, we expatriate all the
Japanese left in Canada; do it on fair terms,
buy them out, pay them liberally. It was
done in the present war, I believe, between
Russia and Germany; and after the last war
it was done on a large scale, some "200,000
people, between the Grecks and the Turks,
I think. If they could move 200,000, it is

[Mr, Neill.]

much easier for us to mo

better to move them while thefe

so small,

eanker in the life of Canada whic

us from being a united white Canadd?
that is what British Columbia wants.

Mr. COLDWELL: I rise to a point of®
{ believe we are discussing the amendinent to
the motion. I submit to you, sir, that on
thie basis of your ruling on the amendment to
the amendment the amendment itself is clearly
out of order.

You ruled that the subamendment sought
to condemn the government on what
amounted to a want of confidence motion for
something it contemplated doing,  The
amendment slales:

This house regrets that Your Excellency’s
advisers, instead of giving to the country the
leadership so0 essential at a time propetly
described in the speech from the throne as the
greatest crisis in the world’s history, on the
contrary, have sought to evade their responsi-
bility by holding a plebiscite.

My submission is that the government has
not held a plebiseite, but that the speech
from the throne contemplates the holding of a
plebiscite, which is precisely in the terms of
the Iment to the a dment that was
ruled out of otder. Therefore on precisely the
same ground this amendment to the motion
is out of order.

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the difference
is very ‘apparent. The government has
announced its determination to hold a plebis-
cite. The amendment that T ruled out of
order referred to @ contemplated future action
of the government, which may or may not
take place. ‘Therefore I cannot see any
similarity between that proposed subamend-
ment and the amendment which is now before
the house. X

Mr. LIGUORI LACOMBE (Laval-Two
Mountains): Now that the proposed sub-
amendment of the hon. member for Témis-
couata (Mr. Pouliot) has been ruled out of
order, and before the vote is taken on the
amendment moved by the hon. leader of the
opposition (Mr. Hanson) I intend to move an

Iment to the dment of the leader
of the opposition.

Canada in its entirety condemned conscrip-
tion on Maroh 26, 1040. Canadians of all
origins repudiated this measure. There is no
better demonstration thereof than the defeat
of the Right Hon. Arthur Meighen in York
South on February 9. Personally I will not
relieve the government from its solemn
pledge and sacred commitments. Now the
Prime Minister of our country, who heads the
most powerful government which Canada has
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