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UHITY AND BACHIFICE 10 BOSENTIAL 10 AN ALLLOUT EFFORT<<By Rev. G.Ls
Colline,

No longer should any group or 1nd‘v;d1nl be allowed to be &
elesent in private or public affairs, Our duty 1is to multiply the activie
ties which unify., There should be 8 ruthlens pruning of Canadian 11fe a0
that the cankerous growths which pervert disenso or subvert the public snd
private mind may be destroyed, The ideals of demooracy, which we tre striving
to maintain by the war we are waging againet the elementes of barbarism,
muet be perpetuasted and nothing or no one must Ye tolerated that would ene
danger this effort, MHas there been, 18 there now, any disturbance in the
publie mind in P.C., that would cause interference in this efrfort to prosecute
the matn Lash before us, thet of winning the war? If there has been, if
theve in, ne quedtions for ues to msk arey What s 1t? Where is 1t? Wwhe
i 149

On this west coast there is & question which is diverting a great deal
of energy fros the efforts being made toward winning the war and that
question is methodioully, consistently nnd with eelfish and maybe with une
petriotic motives, being funned into a fleme that will not only destroy our
usefulness in war activitiea, but consume ue in « dostructive conflagration
of racial hatred,

Those who are sctive in thie effort are using exastly the semé methods
as were adopted by Hitler and his Nazl geng, A plea for the rights of
minoritien, A chaspioning of the downtrodden, with the added agrument
here of the impossibility of replacing for certuln work, part of our popus
lation, whioh cannot or will not wesimilate,

Mo mau, no group is indispensible, If it should be found thet he
or they were in such & category in private business, then privete Lusiness
wust he sacrificed to the public welfare,

The Japenese question is one that has troudbled the public wind for
years and bécsuse of the present unfortunate relations exjeting Letwean
Japon and Caneda, it hus become & vitul one to all, That it be the cause
aof no fature friction, now 18 the time to settle it, However, it 18 boe
coming more evident from day to duy thet this is ndt going to be A8 eany as
it wounds, Bedause certain interests are determined thet there own selfish
and private affairs shall not Le disturbed,

pPorquite a long period theore has appesred in B.Cuy purticulerliy in

he Fraser Valley, articles inapired Ly an individual, who delights in

‘attling avout bis humanitarienism, pertioulary to the downtrodden Japanese
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fe 18 using the seme tactiocs as all dictators, great and emall, for genere
Ations, On twe ocousions since he came to N Cs He has been able to persuade

some gul i'i : . - : vy Haw,

when we find ocurselves in the throes of an smergency, he decides to play
both ands sgainet the middle when he apyears to be interested in the
yrosperity of the fruit industry with one hand and chaspions the Japaness
with the other,

Lat us look at the articles he has had published during the last few
wooks, connselling the Japanese whom he has apparently decided teo "protect*®
then wes what he says At Vernon about them and finally resd what the Kelowna
Courier thinks about him,

Pour dayh after war was declared betwean Japan and Canada, thie man
fiesusd a odrcular *To the Jupansse Members of the Pucifio Co~operative Uniont
In the first paragraph the Japanese, who ware born in Japan and choas to
make there adopted home Canada, are told that 1t would be an unnatural Shing
for thelir sympathies to be other than with *your fellew Countrymen andWomen
over there 4in your homeland.* That they "aee unfortunate viotdms of existing
ciroumstances,® Again *we knowessyou do not approve of the sction of your
government.* In another part of this paragraph the statement is made, "you
are now, as you have been in the past, law-abiding and anxious to do what
is right.” The whole paragraph is an attempt to apply a coat of whitewash
to a group of residents in this Province who are here to exploit the natural
resources of this Province for their own benefit and a barefaced attempt
on tho part of this man to pose as & champion for a supposedly downtrodden
group,

If thay were s0 dissatisfied with conditiens politically, ecenom~
foally and sooially in Japan that they deemed it wise %0 come to this countyy
why in the face of common sense should it be unnatural %o be out of sympathy
with thoss who at the present time are trying to break up the very systss
which they as Lumigrants preferred., ' If they are laweabiding citisens here
they should owe allegiance to the government of this land, Why than make
the statement that the government of Japan is "your gevermnment?* It is
utter nonsense, worse it is positive disloyalty to even suggest that their
government is any other than our governmente-~that government set up in
Ottawa and Vietoris by the votes of Canadian people.

In instruction 8 of the odrcular these “laweabiding citizens® are

cautioned not to come inte the cities or towna® especislly after dark or
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before daylight, ® He appetrs to be 8o suspicious of thess *law-abiding
citizeons® thet he would curtall what ie an unquestioned right of such

aneds of ocure,

In inetrugtion.d they are warned agairst having parties or any

of gatheringe, end in nusber 7 of the same instructions they eare advised

to Join & loosl Association to %enjoy the protection of the Assooistion.®
This looks like a deliberate attempt to puint the Japanene as an 41l
treated minority, To impress upon these Japanese the peril of their
position An B.C. This men brends anyone who uight question these *lawe
sulding citizens® activities as "unthinking® and ®"anxious persons® and
suggeste in instruction 4 that these permons ere interfering, 4t is presumed
with the supposed right of Japanese in Ceaade to "sympathisé® with *fellow
counbrysmén in your homeland.*

JoB.Bhimek, over whose name this circular appeared, concludes by
asking these "laweabiding citizens® to "be good Canadisns®, yet intere
woven in the whole cireular is &n unvarnished attempt to create suspicien
in the minde of these people against their white neighvore, while by
flattery they are held up to themselves an the esaence of purity and goode
nesn, A people to be pitied bvecause®exieting circumstances® have made
them the ®unfortunate victime® of & free democracy. Paraphresing Winston
Churehill=«"yhat a chicken 48 this Bhimek, and what & neck he has,*

But that is not the end, Comes January 16th iswue of the FPraser
Valley Necodd and this choice bit of plaver. ®we are sorry to say*, says
Mr, Shimek, *that you have not complied with our recommendetions,® Imagine
having to use such languege Lo "law-auiding and anxious Lo do what 4is right*®
Japanese,

Flattery has failed and true to German inetinet the next instrument
to be used 4o the Aron mitt of force, Kisten *don't use your csre® or you
will lose them entirely.* Yet he drives his own cer when and where he
pleases. "gtay on your famme®, or you'll *"be subject to curfew,® Thaese
* dire consequences® will be capped Ly personal *internment® brought about
by those who can bring pressure to bear on the Government at Ottawe, Note
not ®your government® or our government, but *The® government,

Not satiefied with his efforts here Mr, Shimek becomes impregnated
with the idea that his “law-abiding and anxious to do right® protegees can
be the savioure of the fruit erop in the Okansgan, so he journeys to Vernon

to attend the convention of the B.0.F.G.A: There he made & speech in true
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"Shimekian® style, But let the Kelowna Courfer tell the taleg~

*One of the dark horaes of the sonvention was J. B, Bhimek, manager

purpose and while that purpose was not brought oclearly into the cpen, it was
obgiously his intent to enlist the fruit growurs' support in an effort to
have the Fraser Valley Japanese berry growers left op their land, He found
it necessary to praise the Japanese as citizens, but at the same time, to
Scoomplish his purpose, it was necessary that he warn the fruit growers not
to bring them in here without proper supervision and guarantee that they
would be removed as soon as the harvest was over,*

*This man Shimek is smooth, That would seam to be the only word to
#escribe him, He knows how to appeal to & crowd., He etood solidly upon
the platform and figuratively waved the Union Jack with his guttural accents
His speech wan slush and goo and syrup., The patrioctic sentiments fell thick
and fast but even at that they took second place t. .he barefacdd unadulters
sted flattery he peddled the growere«-and they ate 4t up!

*This reporter happened to be sitting where he could watch the
audience's reaction to Mr, Shimek and expected momentarily to be deluged
by vest hottons torn from the growers' elothing s Mr, Shimek's flattery
made the chests expand,  One could mctuslly see growars try to emulate the

pouter pideon ae Mr, Shimek put his flattery acroes.*

Again, unity and .sscrifice is essentiel to an all-out war effort,
There 18 a disturbance in the public mind, interfering with the accome
plishment of & unified offort, .Can there ba any doubt as to what it is?
'horo it ds-end Who it 1s? As far as the Praser Valley is concerned it ie

time for the pruning knife to be used in n drastic manner,

3 ,I/

Mission City, B.C., G. 1ine,
Peb, 10th, 1942,




