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Leglon wembers vill have o snover seny
cusstions o this probles « beslde Welr
own Ldean the followving lofurmetion sey
.."o

In Moy 1948 st Bestatoon the Leglon, recognisiag tie
froving denger, peeeed resslutions regerding eonpulrory nilitery
servies. Petiomn Conventiono Bominfon Comnell presced these
resolutions vith negetive resulte,

At the Convention Lo Septenber 1950 the Total Preperedness
Resolution was pessed somevhat slong tw Lines of the Leglen's Coll
for Yotal Var in 1940,  Thie resolufion wad broad in 1ts seope and
geve the Legion Counell vide suthority 1o press for maximem offort
under viatever elrounstences aight arise. The Resolution wes vired
to the Prise Minieter 1a 100 entirely the day 46 ven passed. The
sire was soknoviedged,

Imnedistely after the Convention & comuittes of Counell
vas formed to conslder & presentation to the Cobinet in Novesber.
This Comnitter repurted (o Ve Counell mesting 1 Wovesber and sfter
emnsideretion » presentation was decided on vithin the sabit of the
Total Pruparedness Resolution pleking out what sppesred Lo be the
fasadiate sbsolute necessitios vhieh the cotntey should snd eonld
undertace o0 prelininary steps toverd Total Preparedness.

T™he ohiel steps recomsended veres

1. Netlomal Regletration
2. Compulsory serviee in the rederves,

Ho setion whatsoever bas been taken by the Governsent to
isplenent sither of thess reguensts in spite of We stendily deteriorsting
situation,

fore further representations vere nede vith negative results

ond 1% vas then deglided that the Legion's vom;tbulv @ 1ts comtay

414 pot peruit sy relaxstion of offort end on thet badls "Operetion Preg
peredoess® wvas coneeived and is bhefore you,

T™he brisf 1s self-sxplenstory tut in diseussiois vhleh Leglon
penbers will hawe with the publie two polnts sey come ups
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Wu present insurtiotent dompls!
o sculp and Bulld up & Reserve Pores. \

The Governsent hes -«..um-m-unmu-mmnu

(s) That there are 90,000 sults of batile drvss evalishle)

(s T™hat posnibly the Leglon's belief of worteges ves based
O a8 Avny ovder of Last Soverber vhieh Mated Gt due @
Vconnoolwcfmlywmmmmnmu
be shortegesr in m"f’m Reserve reeruiting wtil Moreh,

tnd further suated that o9 thare hed been Hittle diffieulty
in sy svent 42 Ald dhmhiucmﬁn‘m“
ely slevly,

T™et tremendous sums of soney were belng spent on shipe,

sirersft end nev eculpamt,

In snsver to (8) 4t could be pointed out thet 50,000 suits
of battle dress, slloving two sults to » wan snd 108 vestage for Titting
vould only equlp spproximately ome operetional divislon - and surely
nmbsumtmmhMWncormMX senle
wobilisation,

In snsver to (b) the explanation thet in fact 8o difficuliles
bave arisen becsuse the units concerned vers well belew strength and
reeruiting only sloviy sakes the whale polnt sad wgmey of our drive
oven more obvious,

In sasver 0 (o) ﬁo.ntn\\hthuoc-.uofmqnn
being spent on highly technionl ecuipment of an fxtresely complicated
nature enphasises end ye-enphasises What we are going to need aen and
Nore men to opsrate and service these materiale,

The secand?

Legion neabers wil! find thessalves in debates on the need
for md desirsbility of setusl conpeription,

Consebiption, compulsory servies,call 1t what you will, sil sesn
exsetly the sene thing.

Couphloory service 15 necessary in Censde to-dny beesuss
our present arwed strength {s voefully week end never wotild come up
to the requiresents by veluntary service aleme.
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Mux _de we need sraed strsocih?
ALL Wi desoerstie countries stand In sertal peril.

Vo should not depend an someans else 1o defend us.

Ve have ande solem wndertakings under both the B and
Forth Atlantie Poets snd have not the strength %o Live

W o thes,

Pealing with the people vith vhow ve sust deal 1t 1
ssrential 0 lead from strongth not from veslmess.
There 12 0o Mttls Slae and v are wide opln,

Ve slready nave forees in s fleld and they must not

Seck for relnforossmnte. 14 15 not good enough that
Wiese a0 should heve o deopend on such thinking people as
are willing % sake Yhe necsssary sserifices.

Universsl banle treintng would seve sany Lives 1f hostilities
devalop on & large seale. In knoviedge of these matiers
Hior safety both for the country end for the individual
eltisen soldier vho has et knoviedge,

Do not be deluded iuto thinking 1t can't happen here «
other cowntries too nusercus to ssntion have been saared ly
such Lllusions,

A plosesncal spproach will oaly let our strength be Bibbled
oy « e tiaes demend & total plan sharsd a8 squally oo
possible by every eitisen,

¥ must have & foree In belng, mscapo,u,nuu-u

in arms, men In takke, nen in sireraft, wen behind the big
fns, wo suat be prepared (o fight ss wall a8 produce,

A fores in being 10 & deterrent to agresoion « nothing elee
will do.

Conpulsory servies 16 the enly way we sre golng to creste
these forees and a8 wetersns of tvo vars we belleve, in my
event, that 1t 40 e only fnir way. At the end of 18 all
10 sountyy will have sore self sstesm that 1t othervise
wvould heve had,




VOLUME 27361 w.D, wiLsON, RE: COMPULSONY MILITARY

senvice (1951),

“Aw

Elatiatios and Foate:

Gur present arsed forees are possibly 62,000, Af they were
propovtionsts W Eaglend they would be 300,000, 40 the
Daited States 560,000,

Reserve Forees 194950 ahout 15,000 Less then they vere
s 19980, R R RS AN

Tewland and ourselves ore e onily 9o sations 1n e

Atlentieo Paot whleh have no conseription,
Vessne no M'mtu-‘guuuonmu

bombing to-day,

Femanber our Job 19 not 40 attack this goverment or any
govermmant, sur Job 16 Vo sell the publie and the publie's representatives
Of &5 urgent and eritieal sdtustion,

Regerdloss of vhat haposns in Kores our besie peril, snd
therefore the need for slleout preperedness, vill net heve shenged
in sy wy,

IN LAUNCRING OPIATION FAAPANEDNESS, THE LECTON MPRAS 10
BABARGALE WOME AND HAN NO POLITICAL AXE 70 OAIND,  INOTRAD WE DRLIRVE DHAY
TUE STACR MAL BERN VRAGHED 1IN CANADA'S HISTOKY WIERE IN CRIGESY OF THIS
BATURE, POLLIYICAL CONSIDEMATION MUST BE ABANDONED AND THE SATIONS
VELFAKE MAUE THE PRIMANY COMBIUBRATION OF ALL CITIZENS AND OMOANIZATIONS,

VE MAKE MO ATTENPT YO SUGGKLY DETAILED METHODS BY WHICH OUR
THIEE POINT PROGRAMME GHOULD B DMPLEGHTRD,

WE SEIK 7O ALAIY BOME. VR ANR ATYDNPYING T0 ACGUAINT OUR FEALOV
CITIENNG WITU WHAT VE BELIRVE 10 BE THE BSCENTIAL TRUTHS ABOUY OUR
RATION'S STATE UF PREPAKEDNESS,

COMPULSOKY THALNING IN THE RZSRAVE PORCES WILL UNDOUSTIOLY
PLAONT TUE GMEATRET PROBLINS BUT VE GUBMIT TMAT VIDY OUR LIVES, OUR
ALTARE, OUR HOMES AND OUA MAY OF LIFE AT DYACE, BONE OF THE PIGBLEMS
VILL PROVE INBURMOUNTABLE,

VE EEALIEE THAT A PROORAME OF NATIONAL PREPANTDNESS WILL
COST A TABGENDOUO AMOUNY, VB BELIEVE TMAT OUN CANAREAN WAY OF LIFE
16 VORTM WMATEVER IT COSTE,

THE GENTIMENT OF THIO ORGABIZATION CALNOT BE MOKE ACCURATELY
EXPRESOED THAN IN THL WORD 8 OF OUR GRAND PRESIDENT

*Inevitably, large-sesle military preparation by Censds
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*will interfere greatly with our normel sotivities
ad wisl ovesuse o high preportion of our sational
lucons. Coste will oo wpe  Tenes will g0 wo.
The svallsbility of hinge wo vould 1iks heve
Vil g0 down.  Bub, o & matlon, & tesporesy
Bigh cost of Living 18 a2 nothing compared o e

peraansnt high eost of dying.*
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I would Like firet te make it sbundently clear vhat
the compulsery nilitary pregramse is that the Legiem 19 asking
for nov. If is for compulsory training in the Reserve Units only,
It is not all-out consoription for & large standing arwy.

All-out conseription vould have to come if there wvere
total war, but, in the meantine, we are suggesting this plen of
compulsory training in the Reserves to give us as good a defence
48 vo oan afford vithout sconomioe dislocation.

Ve are sure that right nov we need better defences than
ve have and that this condition can be properly and economically
established by compulsory military training in reserve formations,
Such training would go far toward equipping the youth of Cenada
to defend themselves and thelr country in tise of need and also
provide & foree in keeplsg vith our responsibilities, one that can
be quickly mobilised in the event of war,

You may ask *But vhat of our Reserve Forees to-day? Are
they not in belng and avallable?” Ask any reserve unit offloer
or man and he will speedily tell you the facts The strength is
& paper strength; That & ssall peresntage of offiofrs, less N.C.0,'s
and & soattering of men and no present evidence of any inoressed
enlistasnt, The resolution of the CONFERENCE OF DEFENCE ASSOCIATIONS,
being the Committes of members of all Reserve Units, best desoribes
the situstion. This resolution was presented to the Ministyy of
National Defence last week and on this point stated as follows:

" o~ oy
e A 4 4 O AP By Tiwenhe,

-
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To give you an Jes of vhat (hat seans 1o Fflgures the total
reserye 1n 1938.99 was 51,418 aod in 1940449 was only %, 010, 1Is
other vords, our reserve foress were some 15,000 less » year ago

than they wers ten years ago.

The viev 19 sapressed that regardiess of this dangerous
sltuation we slaply have not the sen to spare from industery for

service in the reserve amwy.
I take two very strong exceptions to that point of viev,

Vo have no right to assuse or expect that others will

Pight for us, Ve must keep our own guard up,

In the second place reserve training cen be carried on
vithout serious dislecation of industey., 1t, of course, involves
ot least one evening & week; 1t invelves time that young Canadians
night othervise spend in the movies or other recreation. Dut w
believe and feel very strongly that Cansdians are prepared to do this
Af & falr load, without sxoeptions, 48 placed on everybody.

Finally, I wvish to emphasise most strongly that the
Cansdian Legion 18, and always has been, & completely Jon-political
organisation but we do feel 1t our duty and right and our responsibility
to bring before the publio of Canada the very real danger in which
they stand and te ask for compulsory service in the Reserves, which
19 & prectical and loglosl plan and & measure that mm oan give that
same publio resascnable proteoction amd & fighting chance.

In closing I vish to quote from "Canada's Defence Progremme,
1949+50% « fssued under authority of Hon. Brooke Claxton, Minlster
of National Defence:
*The reserve forces provide the means to permit the fulfiliment
of the equally isdispensable funotions of the citisen a2 both

soldier and eivilian, Inoresasing sise and carefully directed
training make this oltisen arsy & vital part of Canada's defence,*
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Town Mesting of the Alr « Jamuary 19, 1951,

Speaker « Aldersan Wilson

Mr. Moderator, worthy speakers, ladies and gentlemen:

My position on the question before us tonight is an emphatic YES,

I believe in compulsory military service in the reserve forces for all
able bodied men,

My colleague, Mr, Perkins, has stressed the practical side of a
plan for compulsbry reperve training, and I shall deal with the question
that we as a natien ghould, for the benefit of morale, national security,
and pulling our weight amongst the member nations of the Atlantic Pact,
call upon our Government to institute a military training programme
without delay, .

In reviewing the turn of eventa in Burope and Asia during these
post war days, who can deny that the freedom loving peoples of all
democratic nations stand in mortal peril, To our regret the dark ¢louds
of war are gathering to blank out the sunshine of peace which we as Cane
adians thought was ours, lhhould the present conflict spread beyond its
confined limits, and our Pacific or Northern frontiers be threatened, no
selfl respecting Canadian would think that we should depend upon friendly
nations to be our sole defence,

I would point out that Canada has made solemn commitments under both
the U,N, and North Atlantic Pacts, and I submit that if called upon
suddenly, we have not the strength to live up to our obligations, Canada
and Iceland stand alone amongst the member nations of the Atlantic Pact

who have not {mplemented some form of selective compulsory military

trllnlng.’flf, some morning, we should be shocked into the sudden

realization that Canada 1s at war, that our people and our Canadian way
of 1ife 1s threatened, we at least know who our enemy will be, With this

knowledge it 1s essential that our defence lead from strength, and not
from our present weakness .
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Already we have forces in the fleld, as a matter of fact in the
firing line, and they must not lack for reinforcements, Who {8 there smongst
us that would say « "It is good enough that these men should depend alone
upon volunteers who are willing to make the necessary sacrifices.”

Universal basic training would save many lives if hostilities develop
on a large scale, In a knowledge of these matters lies safety, both for
the country and the individual eitisen soldier who has been trained, It
I8 a grievous error for Canadians to be deluded into thinking "it ean
not happen here®™ <« other countries, too numerous to mention, have been
onaroa"bdy.;uch fllusions,

dpen present conditions Canada requires a trained military foree in
being, Not a ghost army on paper <« we need men trained to bear arms, men
trained to man tanks, men trained to handle aireraft and trained to operate
our ships, Canadians must, {f the occasion should arise, be prepared to
fight as well as produce, We must keep in mind that a force in existencs
is a deterrant to aggression, Appeasement, soft meaninsless words will
not suffice,

In my remarks I seek to alarm no one, 1 believe, I support, and I
congratulate the Canadian Legion in their National effort to acquaint my
fellow citisens with what they believe to be the essential truths about

our nation's state of National preparedness,

4
We must all realise that a programme of National preparedness will

cost a tremendous amount, but I simply put the question to you "Is not the
defence of our Canadian way of 11fe worth whatever it say cost?

As solemnly as I am able and with a knowledge of the sacrifices {t
will entail, I say that if we are to maintain what we as a nation have
attained, our freedom, our standard of living, our reputation amongst the
nations, we must be prepared to fight for it, and the start of that prepare

ation lies in compulsory reserve training,
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Hemembar that happiness ean be only for the free, that freedom is

sure possession of those alone who have the courage to defend {t, /ﬂ

I conclude with a quotation of Henjamin Franklin, to be found on
the cover of this week'y Baturday Svening Post, "Let us bheware of being
lulled into l'dunpnruun security; and of being weakened by internal
contention and divisions «« of peglect in Military exercises, and
dlacipling, and in providing stores of munitions of war, [or «« the
expenses required to prevent a war are much lighter than those that

will, Af not prevented, be necessary to maintain it "
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DA ¥R NAVE AV

Hra ¥ilsant
My, Porking has stressed the sssentislly prestical side
of the plan for cempulsory reserve training.

1 should Like 1o go & 100000 Purther and Sell you iy
ve, 88 & sation, frea every conceivable pelat of view, sorsl and
prectieal, wust Lwwediately got en vith this tesk,

| ) ALl the desosratic somtries stand in mortal perdl, ./
2 Ve should not depend on someons alse 1o defend we,
kN Ve haye made solemn undertakings under both the N and

v
North Atlantie Pacts and have not the strength to liw

W o the, (M“""‘&ﬂ‘d»l‘-ﬂuvtlf

Dealing vith the people with vhom we must deal it Lo

sesential 16 Losd from strength, not from weskness, =

There 48 50 Little tine and we are vide open,

Ve already have forees in the fleld and they must not

laek for reinforcsaents, uum.na.uom
Mu, W he v

m-mm-m- poople we-

are villing to make the necessary sserifises,

Universal basie training would save many lives 1f hostilities

develop on & large seale. In knoviedge of thess matters

1408 safety both for the cowmtry and for the individual

eitinen soldier who has Shat knoviedge. || S+4f }uﬂ" '

Do not be deluded into thinking 4% ean't happen here «

other counisies 00 nmumercus to mention have been mared by

such 1llusions,

A plece-menl sppreash will euly let our wirength be nibhled

avey = the tines demand & total plan shared as squally a8 V7

possible by eviry eltisen.

Ve must have & fores in belng, not paper, ve need men

in arms, men in tenks, men in alreraft, sen behind the big

pme, ve sust be prepared to fight ss well &8 produce,

v

-
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A Tores in being 1# & deterrent W
will &,

Ooesne 8o Llonger protect us) mx sur olties are opm to
ty et g r

banbing te-day. ' fare hev)

o R e i, & soeks to
subarress sone and has no political sne to grind, Instesd we ballieve
$54h the stage has been reached in Cansda’s history vhere in orises
o? dis nature, pelitioal considerstion sust be abandoned snd the
nstion's welfare made the primary consideration of all eitisens and
ergsnisations,

lo.bn.«tw"t.
our three point programe should ted,

Vo sesk %o alam nene, Ve are sttenpting o sequaint
our fellov eitisens with vhat ve baliewe to be the sssentisl truthe
sbout our nation's state of preparedness.

Compulsorg training in the reserve forees vill wndoubtedly
present the grestest problems but we submit thet vith our lives,
our altars, our homes and our way of 1ife at stake, none of the problems
will prove insurmoumtable.

Vo realise that & programme of satiesal preparednsss vill
oot & tremendous smownt, Ve balieve that our Canadisn way of 1ife
is vorth vhatever it costs.

Ve are £ll Canadians here « by the secrifics of ocur comrades
in two wars, by the energy and pleneering spirit betwesn and before
the wars, we have tuilt & great natien.

As solesmly 25 I am able, and vith & knoviedge of the N
ssorifics 1t will entqll I say that Af we are %o salntain ca--.—,/-“\

o o malivn A, sn fradlon oos Clanw y iniep Co» l/n-/u'u-
ve have-wen, we must be prepared 1o Fight for 1t and the start 'of

that preparation lies in compulsory reserve training.
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SRRACALRRION

Oensariphion for Aho areed services 1a the only sensible, fals and
squitahle means of relolng and Wintalning forees necessary to maintaln lav and
order, and play our rightful part {n the United Mations,

lde‘miMln“Mmd’.ﬂ“‘v
uupmmauuun-umn«ncm-m. provided theay can
pass the medioal standards,

Consaription, Lo some extent, provents ever-enthusisstis oltisens
from saerifioling %00 mmh themsalves and fovalving thelr fanilies i vhet
sight be an wjust saerifics,

Consaription for the armed foroes 18 the only folr way. these
foroes oan e selntained, for 1% must be remsabered it gomerally speaking
—lnwmhn‘mlnumlmu“-nlaolvutumhn.
and eventually thelr chances of loaing 14fe or Lish are mmh greater than that
of the olvilian,

Conseription i & falr end Just vy of ralelng the necasaary
defensive or of fensive forees,

AL AR R R R R )

Consaription {s an OWDERLY sethod of mintaining our arsed foress,

Undar eonseription the neceseary mmbers of poople are continmwlly
avallable and san be allobted 1n the required nusbers 4o the varfous branches
of the serviems,

Conseription plays no favorites,

Conseription tends tovards produsing good, willetralind ¥, O, O
and Offiowrs,

Consoription 10 less costly to the sountey,

Conseription, properly sdainistered, would not enlist men with
fanilions or vith large fanilies, wiless the situstion vas sush that other clasees
ware already oooupied,

CMlnt-uhmaﬁ.\M‘mUthuﬂtm
wwmwnﬁnmmwu’m.mn—um
vhoss winds are fron from fesily cares and verries,

-
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Conseription properly sduinistered would meen that every healtly
Coradion sitismm would be required %0 spend some pard of Ma LM in W
servios of his soumtry,

Conseristion properly sdeinistered should walfy Censda,

Consorition would heve & good offect on the movale of the peeple
ot homs, Mothors and sweethearts vould reslise thelr loved enes hed been
Guly and properly ealled to serwe thelr coumtiry, Under the volumtesr systes
there are times vhen doubd arises 1n the ainds of & sother or wife o0 %o
vimther or not the volunbesr 1o not perhaps relioved to got swny from Ms hose
responsdbilition, I do not suggest thet 18 Lo true ©)\ many cases) bulb, nevers
theless, thoughte sush es that caniot be good t'or hasw morele,

Conseription 19 the sethod used by nearly all countries today,

Conseription Lo orderly end aystemetio, A voluntary aystem tends to
oreste chaoe,

Conscription enables & supress comsand t0 sccslarste or decresse the
faflov to the serviees as required,

Conseription elisinates guess werk,

Conseription supplies the foress \Ath e required professional and
teehnical men in & seneible orgenised basis,

Conseription 18 not sosething 40 be ashamed of . A8 polnted out above,
A6 Lo Falr; 48 10 squitabie, 1% 18 erganisetion,

Conseriphion ob this time in Canada 19 an absclute mecessity,

Vhen talking of conseription for the foress, partiewlarly vith
conditions as Shey are in the werld today, 1% shoudd always be borne in aind
that conseription forthe forees 15 not the only form of eontrel and organisstion
whieh must be rapidly brought into effect,

Every frees comtey today must systematioally sobilise all her forees,
spiritunl, . metural,  mnepover, oto, quiekly, falrly and properly, I weuld
commond 40 you most sineerely the resolution pessed wmaninously by eight hundred
dalagates of the Canadian Lagion, B, B, 8, L., ot thelr Convertion in Winnipeg
last Septenber, A ooy of Shis resclution 1s atteched,




