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Notes and memories of the coming of tpe Japanese 1o the Slocan Lake
50u¥ry 1942 Their reception by the innagbitants; their reactions ete,

in the summer of 1942 1t was apparent that feeling against The

Japanese who were living in the coasta) sec vions of B.C,..was growing ve-
ry sitrong and Phat both The Dominion ang Provincial goverpmeutd would
name to take some really drastic action to relieve the P@blic nervousne-
88. There has been strong anti Asiatic feeling for very many years all
up and down the Western Coast of this gontinent;manifested in most unju-
8t laws and often in acts of violence and in the Segreégation of the Agi-
atic populations in fairly distinct guarters in our clities.Also on one
nistori@ occasion,the forcible prevention of a shipload of Hindoos from
landing at Vancouver, AR

AllyAsiatics had been included in this strong prejudice which resulte-
d frofm the fear of cheap laboue.The White workingman felt that these exX ~
perts in the art of frugal living,would be used to undermine his stand-
ards.The small buisness man also became aware of "the Vellow Feriinias a.
1l sorts of small shops and trudesgwere opened with Asiatic ownership,
When The Japanese attacked their Zlgantic neighbou:}puulic opinion swun-
& 8tringly against them and The Chinese by their heroic resistance came
into public favour,whilst all the fury was directed against The Japonese
Pearl Harbour set all these smouldering passions ablaze and The Japanes -
with their fishing boats were certainly in a position to do very great
harm.Public opinion had much more ground than usual to support it. The
danger seemed very great and Very,very near to those who were living a
Thevw8sadécided to move all The Japanege t0 some places in The Interior
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where they could be watched and guarded{We must remember that there wa-—
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5 the danger of mob violence at The Coast against isolated Japaneaé)the—
'€ were cases already where Japs were attacked and their assallants h
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strong public support. )

A conmission was sent out by The Dominion Government to spy out the la-
nd and decide upon the best places to move the 23000 Japanese too.
The Japonese must not be moved to any place within easy reach of any vi-
tal industry or public utility;where they might sabotage machinery,rail-
road bridges!or water mains. 0ld buildings if in decent repalr would b
& vVery great help;fﬁr lumber was extremely scarse.Deserted mining towns
evidently were the most nopeful solution and The Slocan District had th-
€ most to offer. It was on a branch railroad.Some of its towns had a
number of empty buildings in fair condition and provided with water and
electric light,telephone connections EtCc.Also most important extensive
forests quite handy., 4

The Commissioners came with very cons-iderable powers.They wWlsely con-
sulted the local authorities and leading citizens,but they let it be
known that they had to act promptly and that no private interest could
prevall against their declsiona,though there could be appeals to the
courtg against their de=t=tvsn rulings.

Wwe at New Denver were astonished to hear that they had decided to
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place a large number of : apaneseé in Sandon.Sandon lies in a deep gorge
and the possibility of gardening there is very sSmall; however there were
& number of good buildings in fair repalir and the need for haste was gT -
€at..Then Kaslo was selected.It also had many empty buildings with a
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good deal of fine land around it and a grand situation Oy Tne Xootenav
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Lake,
Allongst The New Denverites there wag considerable difference of opinio-
1 and much hot dlscugsion;but even those who felt disposed to oppose
thelr coming into the town on Personal grounds, began to see that the
POOTr Japs had to 20 L-'ZJJ'.:G%'JEGL‘E,E»Li that they had better surrender their
OwWil prejudices and make a virtue of necasaitruLilﬁlxaLﬁigg Tathers and
The Board of Irade,signified their willingness to receive these unfor-
tunatve outcasts.Dr. Francis should be given credit for bringing about
thls state of public opinion;He wasg appointed liedical officer to The Co-
JHilgslon with The Japanese doctors under him.He had very big 1 ~
iﬂllﬂlﬂ:’EL Ireat sanitarium at W Denver.lhls building was to be
ipr aic_cnvalesceut nome and hospital for The Japanese who are
+2om 1.5, and aftertThe Japanese left for wounded soldiers.
Sllverton refused to admit Th
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The Security Commission was naturally in the utmost hurry to get the
Japonese moved out of Vancouver whepe condltlons were very bad and up
to their new homes.It was a glgantic task;irom what we were able to see
they accomplished it with great Creditidﬁi}ﬂUF”ﬁid'F? Ihe Japonese. :
I believe that about 40 carpenterg(ryaponese under Wnite foremen) were
sent into Sandon and Kaslo.Thereé were many empiy house€s in both these t~
owne and therefore there was less preparation required to make them
ready.Very soon some Japaneseé began (o arrive and *C:F-'L"f? up regidence,
It was arranced to send the R.C.8 mogtly T0 Grand Forks.The Anglicans t-
o Slocan The Buddhistse mostly to Sandon, The United Church to Ilew Denver,
These plfns were only partly Tulfiled. ; .
Very soon other carpenters arrived at ;logﬂﬂ/clﬁpﬁ Y iu;lﬁg.
nts:almost too &loselyffor the;e wag terrible Gver;rowdln*
There was no sudden influx of Japanege at Lew Lenver such
at Kaslo.One or two Japs were observed ITirst :
can City and Sagndon.Then one 0TI Two came Aaf
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an Community Hospital.New Denver, and we obegan U0 grow acc
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ing an accasional Japanese..Doctor Francls hired an old
rk in his large garden,we all admired n1s ilndusiry and
that he took of the garden etc.He was an Anglican.

It was not until September that The Commilssion were able
ing in New Denver mun earnest.Japanegeé nurses wWe€re now pul
pital and they made a most excellent impression with the
all with whom they have come in contect.l think that the
ne very much to heal both the sore bodies and the sore
ngs between The Whites and The Japanese,n@one could help
The Security Commission had taken The Bank of kontreal .
ir main office in these parts.The Lank reserved a small
fice for its very reduced service.(two days a week)After
nmisgion added on a building for extra orifice room.

We had a very good sketing rink at New lenver.It had a-n
was in good condition.The Commission rented this and larg
Japanese lived in it at first.The Commission also divided oiTf
a carpenter shop and installed up to date carpentery machinery.
ing work for the new houses was done herefand soon the neat 1lit
nese houses began to go up as if by magic..They were very simple
all the same Dreadth but some had two,some three rooms for
families.Cvercrowding was never quite so bad up here as at
but it was bad enough.The lumber used was absolutely green,righ
he trees to the mills and right from.the mills to the buildin
hemlock shiple or the siding and fairly good flooring.Felv
Dire@tly moved in and fires were liti the lumber star
rink and making the walls very wet and draughty.Condition:
wful for im%,in spite of the efforts of The Japs to stop the
as there was so little material to e got.These conditions were nc
faultfas nothing better was available.To make things worse ary gtad
very scarse. The winter was the hardest thatl we nave T1C €
n The Slocan.We felt that our new neighbours deserved

the pluckey and cheerful way in which they met Tl
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situation was very bad but might have been ]

forest fire had swept through the valley around SummltT

> very much fine timber, aoout ten years preYiously.This d
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» R
wrote to The Security Commission for jeave for two Japanese bass-ball
teams to play a match on the Cilveriopn grounds.Ti weCurity Commission
gave consent however so much bltternegg developed amidst the people of
Silverton on the guestion,that 1t wag thought best to abandon the idea
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Amongst’' The Japanese are & number of f£irst class base ball players.len

who have been in the big teams at The ¢oast. There are no teams of Vhit
€ players left here who could compeie with Them.They have a small Leagu
€ amongst themselves and tremeéndously keen competition.Old players say

that they play the best base ball eyer seen in these parts.Qf course th
ey have plenty of time and opportunity for practise.Thneir hou: £ worl
are short and they are taken T0 and fyrom WOTrk in trucks;th

istractions and they are very keen gportsmen and set out

games to the limit making all sorts of fun'kidding each

- e |

e defeat very good naturedly and there 1s litltle disputing
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Of course they are splendid swimmcrg and they have had |
n our lovely lake.It is a greatysight to see them be thing,a
hearted crowd.They certainly apprecigteé the magnificent scenery of thi
country and the climate,even 1if it has played them some dirty tricks.
Many have said that they would like to settle down here, if only there w
ags some decent work to pbe done. The government policy seems to be t0 ¢
atter them as much as possible, throughout Eastern Cansada, an pe;
have gone East already.Some opposition to them 3§ arising
just at present and very few are going there &Tt—pr=sert.]
d for them to be mote scattered,both for their own sakes
f all Canada, but for my part I should be very sorry inge
all leave this part of the country.May we long continue t
r as neighbours and friends helping each other as God gi
ity and the good sense to take agvantage of each others
rgence. ;
A.Japanese lady.Mlss Suzuki has opened a dressmaking esteablislment
ew Denver and she employs about girls.This little plant has been m
successfully(apparently ) for several months This
e first industry to be established by The Japanese, may many others fo.
low her excellent lead.Some very clever wood carving has also been done
at Kaslofwhere they specialilse 1n making children's toys.Some people ar-
€ looking for suitable clays for pottery.Catching out the coarse fish f-
rom all these inland lakes and rivers and converting the fish into food
for numan beings,poultry,minks,foxes, etc. and the refuse into the much
needed manure for our extensive light bench lands, seems to me the most
senslible and appropriate opening for these wonderful fishermen and fish
consumers. It will be a great reproach to ourselves if we fail to turn
these very gifted and energetic people into very impOrtant ingredients
of our future Canada.
Rumours of pilfering from shops and other crimes have been circulated
from time to time.The police have given them a most excellent record.
I have had very good opportunity to judge their conduct as they live an-
d work all around me.I have found them remarkaqably honest and the child-
ren have a wonderful respect for other peoples property.The Japanese wo-
men are extremely good mothers and thelr children very well behaved
both in play and in school.The men can turn very sulky and are real art-
Lsts in wasting time if they get in an ugly mood.They were looking for
trouble and making lots of it for the Commission and others.They wasted
lots of gasoline and were very careless of the fine trucks and equipmen-
t.Treat them fairly and reespect them and they respomd most readily 1s <t-
he general verdict around here.let us give them a fair chance.
The teachers of the High Schoolg report.The churcy building of The Unit
ted Church New Denver has beeh used constantly(overcrowded usually, by
the scholars.Remarkably little damage has been done.They use The church
organ and the typewriters and the librairy books freely after @chood
whilst under no supervision-No damage has resulyed.
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Miss Lediarad » e asent 5
o ;orkvigé; lTE already sent in a report of the teaching and
<A 1 bear witness to the splendid work dome oy all the
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