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Lhesearcher: Kathy Stewart 4?
- Interviewed: January 14, 1976 (no tape)
FISHIRIIAN: Rintaro (Harry) Hayashi,

323 Garry Street,
Steveston, B. C.

277-7863

-~ Born in Japan 1901.
- Father emigrated 1895; returned to Japan and married, family came 1915.

- Mr. Hayashi lived 64 years Steveston, Father fished in Victoria.

- 1877-1977 Centennial of first Japanese immigrant (Hanzo Nagano), to
Canada, New Vestminster.

- Before him many other Japanese were landed before immigrancy rules
established.

- At 12 years, he started fishing with his father.

- Carpenters and boat builders were from Japan.

- Nets came from Ireland chiefly, ropes from England, Japan & U.S.A.

- In Japan many kipds of fish were gillnetted.

- B. C. salmon mainly gillnetted for 100-120 years.,

- In 1919 Japanese-Canadians were restricted to fishing (Shaded part

k- of District #1 (see map), other Japanese are restricted to . Inlet.
Fheyiwere fishing = i e Hf fishing in Skeena River, Japanese-Canadian
couldn't fish Rivers Inlet.

- These restriction enforced til 1941, after WW II, had same fishing
rights as Whites,

- 1920 number of Japanese-Canadian licenses reduced, by 1924 were cut
down LO%.

- A Japanese-Canadian contigent went to Ottawa to protest, but Ottawa
Wwas lndecisive. They then went to court in England about the
restrictions and were told the same thing (1929) about licenses.

- Government didn't pay for gear or boats of persons who lost licenses,
these people turned to working in sawmills or farming.

- Japanese-Canadian also could not fish outside the 3 mile Canadian limit,

- Japanese-Fisherman's society from 1900-1941 (to gain prices for fish]).

- He Jjoined Fisherman!'s Co-op in 1927: except for two months seasons

wnen sold to canneriles; sometimes sold fish {57 i b BT T

- Couldn't sell fresh fish because canneries wouldn't make monevy and
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Japan. A United Church Member.

Rintaro Hayashl -- born, :
> -- Kendo Teacher, highly respected in Steveston
self-educated, lean physlique, well-dlscliplined

: # conservative
-- 72 at time of lnterview

H: Usually fishermen belong to one cannery So houses along the
river are bunkhouses that belong to the cannery. They caught
the fish according to price agreed between flshermen and company.
Buyer set the fish price -- they smart guys became buyers in
Steveston and they fixed the price. A lot of people started to
realize that syskem 18§ not good, so they started to form a
cooperative. So instead of using buyers they decided to elect
members who dealt with the Pfish price for that season. This
the original reason for forming the Coop. Coop thing already
existed but what we did was form it into a company.

In the fall we salted chum salmon and after that salmon roes,
and bpaught spring salmon to Seattle to sell. And then we had

a membershlp Coop shop for the company people. After that, we
had 2 credit union. (He8s tall¥ing about the developement of the

~ Coop).

@ Eapanese came into North Amerkca, took jobs away from workers here,
So raclsm comesS out of working class(fhey say.) The truth that

exlsts behind the general belief, is that in 1908 there was a
war between Japan and Russia. Japanese won the war, Japan raised
her head. Fear, susplicion, and Jealousy resulted -- & that was
directed against the Yapanese on the North American continent.
The white people said Japanese fishermen don t cooperate wilth
white fishermen or Japanese fishermen are making themselves
slaves of the company and selling their fish cheap to the company,
or Japanese workers work for cheaper wages or Japanese farmers
work even on sundays and in general people talk as if those are
the reasons for racism against the Yapanese. But that's not true.
Of course these reasons excuse racism. But the real cause of
Che racism is relgated to the power Japan itself was getting as
She rose in the World.fﬁo %he raclsm has existed sine 1909-10,
around then. Because during the Sino-Japanese war, which Japan
a8 won, peogle didn t think “Yapan was a threatening power,

Ehez thought “apan was a 1little country at the end of the Far
ast.

.

(on difficulties between white & Japanese fishermen) It's natural
that fishermen fight each other...[h flsherman thought the fishing's
Slow today, he was in the fog fishing, wondering why the flshing'é

.80 bad., When the fog cleared he found there @mas another boat
near him fishing and catchling more fish. Do he thought 1t's
?ecause of that boat in front of me that I'm not doilng so well.
>0 he went to the boat and they had a big fight. Se even between
Japanese who have to help each other there are such flghts--~ ®so

wltgmgisherQen of dlfferent nationalities, you celild lmagine how
1t ean be. /Even fishermen were competing among brothers or Intimate
friend?. o0 that was one reason why white and Japanese fishermen
couldn't get along. The other reas on 1s that they have different

life philosophies. The Japanese put the gpal kn the future, he



@

works hard, secriflces the present for future peace or securlty
so he doesn't mind having & hard 1ife in the present. But the
Westernerg placesthe ilmportance orl the present life. Whatever
future he will have, he tries to enjoy the present life. o0
maybe they will think 2bout the future, but they put more emphasls
on the present. In the Bible 1t says that the present should be
respected. About 1900 there were strikes and the white people
already had the 1ldea of destroylng the capitalists. Trotsky
was here in Amerlca. But the Japenese at that time didn't
think about capitallsts or capitelism. XEXE fhe fishermannhas a
fishing season--best season for a certain salmon 18 2 weeks, SO
within that time he has TO scatch the fish. So the white white
fisherman must know +hat but they don T t+hink about it. I1f they
have a strike, the price of the fish goes up maybe Pl Bub Lt
they have a strike they lose the salmon -- it doesn't make sense.
So a fishermens' strike 1s different from & coalminer's or
raileoad workers' strike. Cannery sSets the price just before
fishing starts so 1f fishermen want more and cannery says no, they
have to decide 1f they are going flshing, oI accept the pyice.
The white people when they have & strike are happy and walk around
with placards, but Japanese are different. Before the war, when
white people had a strike, the Japanese were agalinst 1t. Because,
if they couldn't get the fiBELﬁrat they do with the winter? |
?

and what do they do next year

During the war there was no

movement to chase the Japanese out of fishing. But after 1918
then the government decided not to increase Japanese fishermen
anymore. but 1n 1921-22 they started a movement to decrease the
number of licenses-- only for Japanese, S0 Japanese i shermen
decided they had to do somet 1ng about 1t and went to talk TO

them but nothing happened. Government decided to eliminate all
Japanese fishermen 1n 10 years =-- there were 2 groups in Ottawa,
one said in 7 years, one 1n 10 years. A committee decided 1n

1926 ¥mvigxyeaxs to get rid of all Japanese fishermen in 10 years.
So according to thelr plan by 1937 there wxER¥YE wouldn't be any
Japanese fishermen in B.C. At that time in Steveston there were
more than 500 fishermen. [AX the end of this court case there

were only 200 fishermen leftT So about 1923 a lot of Japanese
agreed the only way 1s to flle a court case. o0 they went to thne
Japanese Consulate to ¢onsult with hlm. A 2 .

. '
L l:-. - ]

... The Japanese didn't have the vote, but that didn't mean
anything to the politicians. The Consul sald that the Yapanese
fishermen are responsible for the problem because they didn't
cooperate with white flshermen. Then 2 new consul came in after
him. 1926 and 27, we flled a sult in the SuprememCourt. Our
lawyer was Newcome. The Japanese leader's name was Takahashi.

E was 24 years old then. Mr. Takahashl gave all the materlal to
the lawyer... One clause of Fishermens' Act said the Minlster
gﬁxffé Jest' 1icense and the lawyer took this 'may' to mean that
this limited the Minlister's declslonemaking power. If Act had
been written “Minister“ﬁgiﬁgatéh11cense“ then we couldn't have
won. Lawyer sald that it's against the Canadian Constitutlon

—
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that Fisheries Minister takes away the Japanese Canadians'
fishing license. That decision came in May of 1927. OSo the
conclusion was the Fisheries Minister doesn't have the right to

f take away Canadian Japanese license. But after that Parllamanet
"ffmliminated that Act, so Japanese fishermen flled thelr case with

the Bemisrteom—Seunt -- Iif we hadn't done that fapanese flshermen
soud have been eliminated The case was tried in England in 1929
-- Jawyer for Japanese slde was ir John SlmonﬁA\He was one of
the best in the legal world,a t time. The rdason we could
hire such a famous lawyer was because the Japanese Embassy in
London helped us. He became Minister of Finance 1nfBaldw1n
Cabinet later. John Simon said it's against iInternational
mutual agreement and also against the Japanese-British accord
to discriminate one from another in one country where all are
supposed _to be British subjects. Bo we won the case. 1In BC
half of the fishermen survived by the time thls court case was

over.] 5
ot ()Y_Lve'\g




Mr. Hayashl Tape 2 -1

"The Japanese Canadians or Japanese from Japan in Canada now,
Seéeing and hearing about the Canadian situation, conclude that
there is nothing like discrimination now. But at this moment
Japan is on good terms with Canada politically, so the Japanese

?é in Canada do not feel discrimination. Whether this will last
b permanently or not... If the Canadian-Japanese relationship
% gets worse, will the Japanese in Canada not be affected by such

a change in the political situation? Nobody thinks about 1t.

For example, the relationship between Canada and China. The
Republic of China has been recognized by Canada and Taiwan doesn't
have anything to do with Canada now. The Chinese in Canada,
Canada-XKakyo, how are they doing? That is, they were the ones

who didn't support the Mao Tse government, who raised the Blue-
Heaven-White-Sun flag. Now that the Canadian government has
recognized the Rephbdic of China and cut off relations with the
Tiwan government, what has happened to the Canadian Chinese?

Once it seemed that there were various troubles, but now it seems
they don't feel against the Canadian government's policy.

How about in the case of the Japanese? I don't know if such a thing
could happn, but suppose the Japanese Emperor system falls and the
Communist Party takes over the government, and Canada recognizes

the Communist government in Japan, whether the Japanese 1n Canada
recognize that government or not. I strongly doubt fthat they

could accept it.

Speaking for myself, it seems that people think I am too old-
fashioned but ExEm as far as I am concerned, even though Japan
went through such a change, I still would like ko maintain my
consciousness and pride as a Japanese. I don't think Japan will

get like that, I don't think it should get like that.
On the surface I am a|Canadian citizen, not a Japanese, but if the

whites in Canada feel]/ against Japan, XkE we won't think as==%# there
is something burning on the other side of the river. For example,
we are fishermen. We hear that Japan is sending fishing groups

2 into the northern seas and the Canadian fishek§ 1is belng damanaged
by them, since the Japanese catch ®ke fish in thenorthern seas
%0 the Canadians can't find xkeEm any there. The fishermens' union
speaks out loudly against this kere. Suppose fishermen speak
like this among themselves-- of course the Japanese and Canadian
experts tell us that the—Ffasi—+het the Japanese axre catching fish
in the central ocean doesn't affect Canada's fishing, and I believe
it -~ but if othery say such things, then we feel responsible as
Japanese. In this situation I would say, if you say so why doesn't
the Canadlan government protest to the Japanese governemtn on this
issue? Then they would say, But you are, Japanese, aren't you?
T would say, Well T am a Canadian, I'm not any different from you.
sSuppose a Yugoslavian: You are a Yugoslavian, suppose
a Yugoslavian boat comes to the center of the Pacific Ocean to
catch salmon which pertains to Canadian fishing, do you think you

would ﬁgbresponsible for that? You would not, maybe. Well I am
In the same boat as you.
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HAIASHI I, cont.

n't feel good. That is, subconsciously

28€, a Japanese-Canadian. Some will say,

when others Saytgugﬁe%h%lke S e fend 1 Vel and
ings I feel ] : 4

feel responsible & responsible. If you don't

: : & Some will say it is fine not to feel responsible,
that is fine, but Still, if somebody says it to me, I feel angry.

%t means that ; aﬁh Japanese. Maybe in the third generation,
ourth.generatlon, etc., this kind of feeling will go away and
they will Say, What is a Japanese? _Maybe such a day will come

in the future, but T doubt if will come within a
hundred or two hundred years.

In the meantime, if the relationship between Canada and Japan

1S sSmooth,as it is now, everything will be all right, but if someday
it isn't smooth anymore, if they get into a war situation._whatever
nationalities we are, Japanese, Chinese, Yugoslavian, I think
someday WE or other we have to be at war. We can't help it.

But when it comes, when a feeling like "Goddamn Jap” is stirred

up all over Canada, are the Japanese-Canadians not a_ffected by

it? Some used to say and still say this now that to become a
Canadlian is to be completely integrated with Canadian society,

to forget the Japanese language, to give up Japanese customs,

to give up everything. Are they right? This is a problem.

Going back to the problem of fishing: is Canadian fishing affected
by the Japanese catching fish? The different kinds of salmon,
pink salmon usually don't go outside, but chum (?) salmon go to

as far as the central area of the Pacific Ocean. In the 1958
records, as far as chum salmon is concerned, in that year the
amount of chum caught in BC was 38 million pounds, with 62 million
pounds in the U.S., 61 dillion in Ryssia and 230 million in Japan,
which is almost twice as much as what Canada, the U.S. and Russia
caught. Xy An even severer case is, in B.C. the average weight
of a chum was 1l pounds, but the average weight of the chum caught
by the Japanese is only 6 pounds, almost half. So the records

sy that after 1960 there was a striking decrease of chum s3lmon
observed. On the basis of these records, we can say that

it isn't necessarily true that fishing in the central Pacific
Ocean doesn't affect XkE Canadian fishing.m This doesn't
necessarily refer to other kinds of salmon. Only it's true for
chum salmon. ...the International Salmon Commission was renamed
the International Fishery Commission which has its office at

UBC. Such things should be studied in cooperation. Now the
problem of herring willxbe the same. Herring are traded by
contracts between the big fishing companies of Canada and the
Japanese firms. Japan doesn't fish for herring here, so it is not
an international problem. Anyhow, in the event that antli-Japanese
feellng arises in Cagnada, it*™s impossible that the Japanese 1in
Canada will not be influenced by it, they will be influenced. So
as I have sald repeatedly, the Japanese in this country got a
by-blow(?) It could be explained by saying the Canadian Japanese
might have done something to cause white discrimination against
them, but fundamentally it was not the case. The other day I =aw
an article in a Japanese weekly magazine which said why the

(whﬁ
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