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Mr. George Nitta,
January 26, 1978,

Accession No. 3196; Tape No._1l; Track No. 1.
Ms. 1'm going to start at the beginning, Nr.
Nitta, and ask you to give us your full name and where

you were born and when you were born.

Mr, Nitta: Oh, as I told you in the previous time, you

know, when you... when I met you here, eh?

Ms. L@ S el 2

Mr. Nitta: I was supposed to be born here, but I was in
the mother and the mother was visiting in Japan when she
went over, .Frtm (itele longer than what she expec-
ted. Okay?

Ms. Yeah. (laughs)

Mr. Nitta: So, I was born in Japan.

Ms. S0 did that make you a Japanese citizen or
a Canadian citizen?

Mr. Nitta: Well that... your guess is just as good as mine,

you know. Supposed to be Japanese, so I was... after I
come to be twenty years old, eh, or eighteen or nineteen,

I forget about now how old I was, 1've been naturalized. “‘"j“““jﬂm“Twm-
j |
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Mr. Nitta: In order to get human right, eh? (laughs) As
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a, you know, Canadian, okay? §
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Ms . Uh-huh., Right. And you were born which § ﬁ ?
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year?

Mr. Nitta: 1903.
Ms. And your family had been here several gener-
ations, I understand?

Mr. Nitta: Oh yes, yes.

Ms. Can you tell us about your grandfather
coming over?

M, Nitta T didnttes. Tiean'titell vou, exactly, but

somewhere between ninety-five to a hundred years, maybe

even a hundred and one or two years ago. Yeah. And after




3196;1-1,p. 2.
the, you know, my grandparents came in here, then he
was entitled to, you know, called his son, as my father,
into Canada. You see? And my grandpa was a naturalized
and also my father was a naturalized.

Ms. Gee. There's a long history in the family

of Canadians.

Mr. Nitta: Yeah, it is. Yeah. So they're fourth generation.

Ms . Uh-huh. Your children.

Mr. Nitta: Yeah,

Ms, When your grandfather came to Canada, where

did he come to?

Mr. Nitta: To Victoria, I think. You know, they landed,,ﬁ“h
the Japanese ship, you know. That time, and it was... it's
only the steamer was the transportation, you know. You
know, from across the ocean, eh? No alrplane like today.
(laughs) So he told me, oh, dozen, , dozen, time, he

took over months, you know. Slow, you know, no speed,d\?

[+
It'shvery slow speed boat, eh? You know, ships that come

across the ocean. Over g month.

Ms., Was it a hard trip for him?

Mr. Nitta: Well it would be, you know, Took months. On

the ship, you know. You Know, every morning, you get up
every morning, @&ll you could see, nothing but the sea,
you know. (laughs) Day by day.

Ms, The village that your grandfather came from,
or the town in Japan, was it a fishing town?

is a farmer.

d

time I was raise% you

kKnow, in Japan, it's more or less halfway fisherman and
halfway farmer, like. You know, most of the ways are
fice - :

#+e8, eh? You know, what do they call C(ice %ltlh,

you know.

Ms., That's right, yes. Which part of Japan is

this?

Mr. Nitta: Cglled waKﬂLjan,-
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Ms . Uh-huh. Many people came from Wa&Kajama.
Mr., Nitta: Oh, yeah. Quite a bit. I think about
fifty... more than fifty percent, you know Japanese-
Canadian in Steveston? They came from, you know... Well,
I better say, you know senior, you know, ancestors came
from Japan.
Ms. Yes., Did your grandfather go to Steveston fﬁu\
after Victoria? .
Mr. Nitta: Oh yeah. He was]iheré)quite a few years. Yeah,

Ms .
(Phone rings, and tape recorder is turned off and then

turned on again.)
about

Ms. «./your grandfather? (tape is turned off and
on again)

Mr. Nitta: Uh-huh?

Ms . Did he go fishing?

Mr., Nitta: Oh yes. Nothing else. Fishing, you know, all

his 1ife. I mean, when he was here. You know, until he
went back to Japan, eh? You know, he has been fishing.
Nothing else.

Ms. He must have been one of the earliest fisher-
men 1n Steveston?

Mr. Nitta: Yeah, well, you see, 1n history, we are Japan-

fihe s
ese. .. 1L better say "ancestor", eh? They are one, you

know, organize a small way and start up, you know, can
salmon at the Bella Bella area...

Ms. Oh, really? At Bella Bella?

Mr., Nitta: Yeah. Yeah, they, you know, ne rnacku{cu

mind you. Boil the fish and l'\u.ml pack

eh? That's what the original, you know, canned salmon

business, you know, started by, you know, that way. And
the more experiment and use better machine and build up
and improve it to what we have today.

Ms. Uh-huh, Was your grandfather involved 1n

fish packing industries?

Mr, Nitta: I won't say., I never heard 1t, so I don't

think igon L donttothink g6i: Butehe todd ‘me: 11, or.v. You







