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Mr. George Nitta,
January 26, 1978,

Accession No. 3196; Tape No._1l; Track No. 1.
Ms. 1'm going to start at the beginning, Nr.
Nitta, and ask you to give us your full name and where

you were born and when you were born.

Mr, Nitta: Oh, as I told you in the previous time, you

know, when you... when I met you here, eh?

Ms. L@ S el 2

Mr. Nitta: I was supposed to be born here, but I was in
the mother and the mother was visiting in Japan when she
went over, .Frtm (itele longer than what she expec-
ted. Okay?

Ms. Yeah. (laughs)

Mr. Nitta: So, I was born in Japan.

Ms. S0 did that make you a Japanese citizen or
a Canadian citizen?

Mr. Nitta: Well that... your guess is just as good as mine,

you know. Supposed to be Japanese, so I was... after I
come to be twenty years old, eh, or eighteen or nineteen,

I forget about now how old I was, 1've been naturalized. “‘"j“““jﬂm“Twm-
j |

Okay? R ...ﬁf....,.........__s.....h.____, R
| .
Ms. iegs T Siligee,; : g

1
‘:E:ﬁ::.‘:;ﬁm T A R PR N SO,

!
Mr. Nitta: In order to get human right, eh? (laughs) As

;
.F
a, you know, Canadian, okay? §
s

e e e T e e —— ;11-_....,.._._,.__..__ -
)

{

Ms . Uh-huh., Right. And you were born which § ﬁ ?

I
|

i
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I ’

year?

Mr. Nitta: 1903.
Ms. And your family had been here several gener-
ations, I understand?

Mr. Nitta: Oh yes, yes.

Ms. Can you tell us about your grandfather
coming over?

M, Nitta T didnttes. Tiean'titell vou, exactly, but

somewhere between ninety-five to a hundred years, maybe

even a hundred and one or two years ago. Yeah. And after
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the, you know, my grandparents came in here, then he
was entitled to, you know, called his son, as my father,
into Canada. You see? And my grandpa was a naturalized
and also my father was a naturalized.

Ms. Gee. There's a long history in the family

of Canadians.

Mr. Nitta: Yeah, it is. Yeah. So they're fourth generation.

Ms . Uh-huh. Your children.

Mr. Nitta: Yeah,

Ms, When your grandfather came to Canada, where

did he come to?

Mr. Nitta: To Victoria, I think. You know, they landed,,ﬁ“h
the Japanese ship, you know. That time, and it was... it's
only the steamer was the transportation, you know. You
know, from across the ocean, eh? No alrplane like today.
(laughs) So he told me, oh, dozen, , dozen, time, he

took over months, you know. Slow, you know, no speed,d\?

[+
It'shvery slow speed boat, eh? You know, ships that come

across the ocean. Over g month.

Ms., Was it a hard trip for him?

Mr. Nitta: Well it would be, you know, Took months. On

the ship, you know. You Know, every morning, you get up
every morning, @&ll you could see, nothing but the sea,
you know. (laughs) Day by day.

Ms, The village that your grandfather came from,
or the town in Japan, was it a fishing town?

is a farmer.

d

time I was raise% you

kKnow, in Japan, it's more or less halfway fisherman and
halfway farmer, like. You know, most of the ways are
fice - :

#+e8, eh? You know, what do they call C(ice %ltlh,

you know.

Ms., That's right, yes. Which part of Japan is

this?

Mr. Nitta: Cglled waKﬂLjan,-
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Ms . Uh-huh. Many people came from Wa&Kajama.
Mr., Nitta: Oh, yeah. Quite a bit. I think about
fifty... more than fifty percent, you know Japanese-
Canadian in Steveston? They came from, you know... Well,
I better say, you know senior, you know, ancestors came
from Japan.
Ms. Yes., Did your grandfather go to Steveston fﬁu\
after Victoria? .
Mr. Nitta: Oh yeah. He was]iheré)quite a few years. Yeah,

Ms .
(Phone rings, and tape recorder is turned off and then

turned on again.)
about

Ms. «./your grandfather? (tape is turned off and
on again)

Mr. Nitta: Uh-huh?

Ms . Did he go fishing?

Mr., Nitta: Oh yes. Nothing else. Fishing, you know, all

his 1ife. I mean, when he was here. You know, until he
went back to Japan, eh? You know, he has been fishing.
Nothing else.

Ms. He must have been one of the earliest fisher-
men 1n Steveston?

Mr. Nitta: Yeah, well, you see, 1n history, we are Japan-

fihe s
ese. .. 1L better say "ancestor", eh? They are one, you

know, organize a small way and start up, you know, can
salmon at the Bella Bella area...

Ms. Oh, really? At Bella Bella?

Mr., Nitta: Yeah. Yeah, they, you know, ne rnacku{cu

mind you. Boil the fish and l'\u.ml pack

eh? That's what the original, you know, canned salmon

business, you know, started by, you know, that way. And
the more experiment and use better machine and build up
and improve it to what we have today.

Ms. Uh-huh, Was your grandfather involved 1n

fish packing industries?

Mr, Nitta: I won't say., I never heard 1t, so I don't

think igon L donttothink g6i: Butehe todd ‘me: 11, or.v. You




kKnow?

Ms. I see,.

Mr, Nitta: Many, many time.

Ms. And then your father, he was a fisherman,
too?

Mr. Nitta: Also, yeah. Yeah, and nothing else. All my
family. But, you know, from... my children now, maybe
change. You know, they may go to different way, to sur-
vive, eh?

Ms. fes, yes.

Mr. Nitta: Well...

Ms. Can you tell us about your education, Mr.

Nitta?
to
Mr. Nitta: Well, I suppose/be captain, to be a captain

upon fMaro, ship. That's what my mother's ambition,
you know? And interest. So, I was in the navigation

institute about a year and a half, you know? After I

finished in public school, eh? But thét days, you know,

in institute was just as bad as in a Ravy, Navy school,.

you know., KEven worse.
Ms. How do you mean?

Mr, Nitta: Well, so... no enjoyment. Upon, you know,

student, eh? So strict. Nine o'clock, whether you like
or not, you know, you've got to go to bed. And ten o'

clock, 1t's all lights out. Switched off, see? (laughs)

Thought +o nufsels
Real, real strict. So I say,—you-knew, "Well, I don't

e

think I have a future in Japan.” Bven I have, I don't

like it, you know." You know, forecing and... nothing,
the way
you know, nothing like Canada, eh? So that's/...so I

qulit and I came back to Canada.

Ms. I see. Earlier you told us, last time we
saw you, that in between... I guess it was just after
public school, or maybe this was how you finished public
school, that you were fishing with your father and you

begged him to go to school?

o mﬁmmﬁ*'-r'mﬂﬂm

;

r‘—J-'I'-‘- s
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Mr, Nitta: No, that time I already went you know,

give up the navi--... ge&Enothins-te study, you know,

any further in the navigation institute, see?

Ms. Oh, 1 see,
Mr. Nitta: So I came back here. You know. But I was
only fifteen years old.

Ms. Oh, you were quite young.

Mr. Nitta: Yes. Because that time, you know, my days,

you know, thirteea
you have to go/public school up to about wevermteer years

maybe
old, you know. Up to... something like/Grade Eight here.

Yeah. You know. Then the/ you know, junior high school,
eh? So I came in, you know, Canada, Then I start a

struggle. (laughs)

Ns. How do you mean?

Mr. Nitta: Well, you know, it's..."dog days." (pause)

Ms. This book that Mae has given me...

Mr. Nitta: Hmm?

Ms. Mae has Jjust given me a book to look at. Was
this your school?

Mr. Nitbta: Yeah.
n;O :
Ms. Mee Primary School.

Mr. Nitta: Yeah, yeah. Right. She said I'm there.

Ms. Uh-huh. You are in it, are you?

Mr. Nitta: Yeah, yeah. Hey, Mae?

L

M5y Ni#ta: Yeah.

Mr, Nitta: Come here and show them my picture in that s }w«w}uw«i

i I :

c l a S S i Tl e e é---nw-'-“ :.q.'.—..--rh_.. . __.-1
: : | |

i {

Miss Ni#a: My dad's in it. EE ok
Lo Where? Which one is he?(tape is turned off,/ : : |

“L-“‘EL
5
i

Mr, Nitta: ... was, you know, it's a real bad game. In

the war it's a bad business, okay? ..

Ms. Yes.,

Mr., Nitta: But make the... you know, most nation in the

whole world to wake up, and realize, you know, discrimin-

ation 1s a real bad business. You know, for everybody.
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still, you know
Worse than that, I think it's/quite tee strong, you

ALrs X
know, discrimination, floating in the emm$th in Canada
or United States, you know.
Ms . Now or then?

Mr. Nitta: At that time. You know, up to the last war,

e

you know.,
Ms. I see, yes,

Mr. Nitta: You know, You see, if I'm going to give you

the example, you know, they call the, you know, "White
Lunch" okay? And they don't allow oriental descent, even
going }ngﬁe... in the "White Lunch" for eat, you see?
It's white people only. Another thing, "Public Pool",
the same thing. And the picture show and the show, eh?
Like any theatres in town? There are the two different
seats. Upstairs is coloured people, see? Including us,
too, you know. But here it's just two different race.
It's white and oriental, you know. You know, it's very
few Indian people come into town, eh? They stay in the
reservation. So, you know, I was... you know, 1t's kind
of, you know, fed up after I found out #e=+ this and that,

an
and I haven't got/equal right, you know. So I thought

I'd better go back to some other place, ©Some other

country, you know. But after the war, everybody said
Yea i ze

we axe—nia8e and it's... discrimination is real bad. For

everybody, all of us, you know. And now it's equal right

and, you know, everybody's--it doesn't matter who you

are, what colour's the skin, you know, you are, As

long as, you know, a Canadian, is no second-class Canadian. 'mﬁhwm%mmﬂ%Mﬁm}

You know, a Canadian is a Canadian. As long as you was

born in Canada or naturalized in Canada, you know, you

are Canadian. But it wasn't like that, you know, up to

last war,

Ms. Yeg. That's true.

Mr. Nitta: Yeah. So we been, you know, suffered,oh, quite

a bilt,account of that business, vou know,
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Ms. I want to ask you more detalls about your
experiences during the war but before we do that, I'd
like to go back a little bit to when you came to Canadsg
after you had finished your schooling in Japan. That
was about 1918, There was a big 'flu epidemic, and
many people died. Do you remember that?

NrsSNE e s tean s Ohtves ,» yes, Yeg, Oh;, it's a... it's

a... Killed thousands and thousands, you know, It

wasn't only Canada and the United States alone, you

know, 1t was, you know, among the England and French
and German. I don't know how the cause of that'flu was,
you know, was started.

Ms. Hmmm... I don't either.

Mr, Nitta: But oh, it was terrible.

e —

Ms. Where were you living then?

Mr., Nitta: I was in Steveston. Richmond, you know.

Ms. Was 1t bad down there?

Mr. Nitta: Oh, there were quite a few people died, too.

Ms. And your... when you came back, did you join
your father in his fishing?

Mr. Nitta: Yes. Yeah., Oh yes, and nothing else. I've

been help my mother and my father and (laughs) he don't
give me the chance to even go ba--... go to the school,

eor (dund
you know. 'Cgause that days, we work all A&y—}eﬁg. You

know, sweat. Not eight hour or ten, you know. Twelve

hours and, you know, fifteen hours a day, and... hou lamj fod Sade oy Kasad,

three or four hundred dollars a year. That's, you

know, average,

; ﬂmliﬂimﬂitﬁrﬂmm T,
¥

Ms. Gee, : ;

Esat
Mr. Nitta: Yeah. But, you know, everything is cheap, ﬁ__?_m”?_MM?

that day, you know, of course, you know. Oh, it's... :
;

compare 1t with now DNeel ('fl'l""jl to 8’""—:

You know, That's the only reason we could survive, you
(laughs)

know. Tastead of starve to death./

Ms . Uh-huh, Was your father working for a can-
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nery in Steveston?

Mr. Nitta: Ohi fishing?

Ms . Yeah.,

Mr. Nitta: And... you know, fishing season, that's the

season oV, you know, Ll:ﬁtrm‘f 30“’; eh?

Like, you know, beginning of June, then November, end

of November, you know, ifs the season over. So you got

ok e thate days. . not. only my father, REverybody...

they don't select the job, you know. Soon as the season

close, they went to work at _sawmillls, logging.../ziy-

thing they could have taken, you know. Yeah. That's

why, you know, even, you know,/éﬁmmertime, we work like
year 1t's

a slave, you know, fishing and some / a very poor

season, too, you know, so we don't make any money, so

we work at anything. I been work in sawmills, railways,

and everything too, you know. Oh yes,

Ms. So then you decided that you wanted to get
some more education? How did you go about getting 1t7
Mr. Nitta: Well, I went, you know, in... as I am telling

touqh jeb
Vol s e reailt i . E*velée¥ﬁ—ah}e to make big money,-dxf

you know, and... it doesn't matter where you work. Very,

very few dollars. So, 1 goifg_help of my father to support

my" family, right, you kKhow? 'S0 i 351 haﬁnmno hom .

And only time he give it to me, that time, go to the

school, after the, you know, Januaryr-—%éf;aﬁf&e. Then

maybe end of... beginning of May, we got to go back to
agaln, ‘

fishing/ you see? So,

and, you know, only a few months every year, you know.

So that's what I miss the, you know, educate myself

through the proper procedure, eh?

Ms , Was it hard for you, not knowing much

English? How did you learn your English?

Mr, Nitta: Well, it's... you know, maybe a few words

I pick up, but, you know, the... pick up a few words

every year, like, eh? So I'm living i1n Canada for

S A - i S
P

1 3
f _=
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more than half a century, so... but yet, you know,

lots of English you know, big words, you know, T
can't understand yet. So my children are very lucky.
Very, very lucky. Yeah.

Ms. How long did you go to school, then?

Mr. Nitta:0h, until maybe twenty-one or twenty-two

years old. You know, night school, see? Yeah. Oh
the wkp't‘{- (ﬂﬂ“-ll-iﬂ ’
even Canadian born,/Canadian?/they'wasn't easy going

elther, you know. You know, a couple of time, eh?
the,
Tou know, halfway so close to/ you know, I was, okay?

S0 I had quite a few schoolmates for night school, eh?

W T a——— o
.
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r
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You know, the times I went. One schoolmate and they
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called him George- |1{kﬂ”j- He was come to Vice-
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Ms. Oh, really?

Mr., Nitta: Yeah. And Eddie flosce ... hé's President

of Norpac Fisheries now. And another one is. .. oh, ke We fhel
used to be called Black, you know, Black
Ms, Was it black?

: Sﬂﬁi:
Mr. Nitta: Yeah, it—wes—alt . . you know, I just went
1o the
througi—there, you know, night school, you know, you

Know a couple of months every year about ég;ge year. S0

I never even pay attention to check up . real name, you

: , ks
know. (laughs) We just called him thejgi;ﬂ;ie. And he

was almost a head staff of the, you know, RCMP office

in Vancouver,
Ms, Really?

Mr. Nitta: Yeah. I was surprised, when the war started.

And then, when the war started, we Japanese-Canadians

got to be registered, you know. Once in every month, you

see, To the RCMPsoffice, you know, where we s&%ﬁ you

!
eh”? So they know where we are. Okay? And o time

know, =md what we're doing, you know. Such a pul‘t"LV'Lj. F;ym.

L went up to RCMP's office, I met him there. Now, al-

most about fifteen yvears to twenty years, almost twenty
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years, we never met again, after we quit night school,
eh?
Ms . Yes.

Mr. Nitta: And I was a friend. So he treated me real

good, you know. Always give me the special permit, you
know, and if I want to go to, say, any different town or
city, wherever I want to go, right? Losl ffwf a jub, ')u:.T
that. Yeah, he give me the... you know, it's 1 special
privilege, you know. You know, account of 2 schoolmate,
eh? But a friend is a help.

Ms. o0 was 1t through your friend that you
found..?fﬁiu moved To Kamloops during the war?

Mr. Nitta:s Yeah, Yes.

Ms. Uh-huh. And you went as an independent
family?

Mr. Nitta: Yes. We... I had my uncle, my father's brother

was, you know, doing a farm there, J’arming. And that's
another reason I went to there, for a vacation, you
see?

Ms. I see,

Mr. Nitta: Yeah. But I never stayed there with the

leswas =,

district,

to the coast. Even a couple of years after the war is

over, you know. I don't know why. They force us to

stay inland, eh?
Ms. Uh-huh. That's right. What kind of work digd

you manage to get in Kamloops?

Mr., Nitta: Oh, I did everything. Farming and logging,
o ke ct
sawmill. Anything I could 4eve “tajen, you know,

Ms. And where did you live?

Mr, Nitta: Well, it's... Kamloops is headquarter, you

know, but I took a job you know, oh, about fifty mile

that way and fifty mile another way, you know. (laughs)
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All around Kamloops, you know.
Ms. I see. And your family was there, too,
with you? Your wife and your children?

Mr. Nitta: Um-hmm. Yeah.

Ms, What were you doing when the war broke out?
Were you fishing at that time?

Mr. Nitta: I was, yeah. I was packing the fish,

Ms., You were packing fish?

Mr. Nitta: Yeah, yeah, yeah. I had owned the boat, you

know. Oh, about three or four boats. Andiz..,

Ms. Uh-huh, And you had your own fish packing

l
!
@
a
t
!
:
5
1

plant?
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Mr. Nitta: Yeah, yeah, yeah. And I was q&“ﬁ Brshye. S3ou

know, processing plant, too you know.

?
|
|
|
|

= e R ] i T e —
F
|

Processing?
Yeah,
Uh-huh. Where were these plants?

Located on Mayne Island. M-a-y-n-e. You

Yes, I've heard of it.
the
Mr. Nitta: This side of/Active Pass. Yeah, you know. £ Frm

Yeou—uwani 1o go to Victoria from Vancouver?

Ms. Yes o

Mr. Nitta: It's left hand side of the Active Pass, yeah.

Ms, I've heard that there were fish packing

| [ i
"'l"'h‘- B I [ g i S sl
1

|

plants there and there were quite a few Japanese people

:
9
1
:
f

on Mayne Island. mm%mﬁmf“_-J

Mr. Nitta: Oh, yeah. There used to be hundreds of them

working during the winter months. Yeah.

Ms., What happened to your fish packing plant

and your boats, during the war?

Mr. Nitta: Well, thejare more or less, you know, seized,

like, you know. They don't realize, .. they don't give us
a credit as a Cgnadian. They just took us, "Enemy Alien"

division of war., How you like that?
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Ms. Yeah, I know. It wasn't very good at all.
Mr. Nitta: Yeah. You know. Whether you are Canadian
citizen or Canadian born..- No, no way. As long as
Japanese face, as long as a black hair on the head,
no, you are enemy alien. Yeah,
Ms. The Security Commission was supposed to give
people fair money value for the property they took, and
I know that didn't happen very often...

Mr. Nitta: No, no. Not... that's why... I sue the

government myself, you know.
Ms. You did sue it?
Mr. Nitta: Yes.

Ms. Oh, did you?

Mr, Nitta: And I won the case.

Ms. Huh'!

Mr. Nitta: But lawyer, they're dragging the case, you

¢
know, three or four or five years and the bills\céke up
J

this high. So, I won the case, but the lawyers took the
biggest part. You know, I got only maybe twenty-five per-
cent, what I... amount of g2$2;;m93$ the government pay
us. SO wWe give up.

Ms. Oh, yes.

Mr. Nitta: So I felt like I'm going to sue the lawyer

again, you know. (laughter) You know? But...
Ms. Was the American government more fair to...

Mr., Nitta: Oh yeah.

Ms. What did they do?

Mr. Nitta: They returned everything owned by Japanese-

American. They just hold it and take care and they pro-
tect all their properties and, you know... own/ﬂﬁilding
owned by the Japanese-American. They just hold it and
protect the property and return it. Yeah. Your house,
your property, your bullding., And business. And not only
that, any Japanese-American miss the, you know, oppor-

: _ dase RaA
tunity to make any earning, you know, diwisien of war,
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you know, so I'm pretty sure they give them three thou-
sand dollar each., It doesn't matter who they are, you
know.,

Ms. Gee. That was very good.

Mr. Nitta: Yeah. But our Canadian government immature,

you know., %Qd See tt's a government

mad() [bf.'mu] '_d _ :
as ilmmature as a controll by... directly or indirectly

—— i P

controlled by English government, you know, up to last

waris OkaverSSona 1ittle bit complicaté£ you know, com-

; Wy Yeor
pare from United States and here, eh? But nowy,it's

more understanding and realize as a, you know, human
right, eh? So younger generation today, it's very 594 Y o
I shouldn't have born, you know, seventy years ago, eh?

I should have born, you know, fifteen, twenty years

ago. 1'm very lucky then.

Ms. Excuse me just a moment. (Tape recorder is

turned off.)

End of Track 1.




Mr. George Nitta.
January 26, 1978.

Accession No. 3196; Tape No. 1; Track No. 2.

Ms. When the war first broke out, and you were
on Mayne Island, were your boats seized?
Mr. Nitta: Oh, you know, they... it's Coast Guard,

10

you know, force them bring the boat to...up the river,

here,

Ms. Up to Annieville?

Mr. Nitta: Yeah., It's about... in the Fraser River,

eh? Oh, somewhere between New Wegstminster and Steves-

ton.
Ms. Yeshathatls right,

Mr. Nitta: Oh, it was thousand boats.

Ms. And then did they say you had to come to
Vancouver right away? They didn't let you stay on Mayne

Island?

Mr. Nitta: No, no. No, we ... You know, that time I had

a family in Steveston. We got a fish processing plant
in Mayne Island, but it's working on the... season, you
know. In a year, eh? Not all year around. But most,
you know, every winter, you know, not miss one year,
every year 1'd be there, with maybe a hundred people.
Used to work,about a hundred people who work for us, you
know,

Ms. Quite a big number.

Mr, Nitta: Oh, yeah, fisherman and... work out... you

know, process the fish, eh? Most of the herrings, food

: We was
herrings, you know, went to‘wha%—is called a "dry, salted
gerping:! - Tit's: export: to.China, see? . You know, Shanghal

and Hong Kong, you know., Oh yeah, we are doing it year

by year. Ntﬂ-rlj you know, {:fﬁ.’ years. And

we also depending on that for, you know, a few smaller

income during/im the winter months, you know. Or... year

by year, see,
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Ms . But your family was living in Steveston?

Mr. Nitta: Yes,

Ms. Your wife and your children were in Steveg-

ton.

Mr. Nitta: Yes, yes.

Ms. I see., And then did you go to Hastings
Park in Vancouver, or did you...?

Mr. Nitta: No. No, I didn't go there.

—

Ms. You didn't go there.
_ The
My aNitta s Noy RE wiiiYou see; ' as he was/head

of the, you know, Security Commission hkﬁ, you

know? He told me, you know, "Whether your are my

friend or not, you've got to evacuate, you know? So [héuﬁ]
| that%ggse, you'd better find out... you'd better

check up and find out where you could, you know, sur-

vive during the duration of the war, eh?"

Ms. L see,

you know,
Mr, Nitta: And/without any big income." So he give

me the permission to take the trip from here to any place
I want to go, eh? That's the... already war's on, you
see? So I went to the Kamloops and see my uncle. ZAmné But

vou know, SR
he said, /. "Well, I've got enough money to,you know,

keep dl awey fnm Staved you know,
for five or six years anyway, so, you'd better come up
to Kamloops and stay with me." So I said, "Well, that's
a good idea." And, so I did.

Ms. And when you were moving around working at
the sawmlll and logging and so on, did your family stay
with your uncle, or did they...?

Mr., Nitta: Yeah, stayed there, yeah.

Ms . 1l see. Was it... did you have any hard time

in Kamloops? :
-Ddf'u."hun
Mr., Nitta: Well, nothing easy, you know. -Biw¥isien of
Oh: it'S. -
war. /It's an entirely different picture... but, you know, quSrc

dvration ot s
S e aad]

of war, ¥ a blg propaganda, both sides, you know.
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Japan do the same and American do, and the Canadian do
the same. You know, big propagandas floating in the
811 you know, Bvery day, by radio, newspaper and
everything, eh? So, you know, i-'t'—er-lﬁetz‘-éfjﬂef,you Know,

people, you know, simple in the mind, they believe that,

you know, Tthey don't understand how the wari, eh? SWar is

on, like, you know, AO{“S '{- f’ld.r.e_ in the

The
countryside, Me can't buy tket, even a packet of cig-

Seon ag
arettes, you know. ®&4mee they know that we are Japan-

ese: "No, you get out. No. We ggg’no... nothing is...
give = to you." Yeah. So we... it's real tough going.
Oh, nothing but tough going, you know. (laughs)

Ms. And then after the war, you returned to

Mr. Nitta: Yeah. Ms. Marlatt:
Vancouver... Did you start to live in Vancouver then,/

or did you go back to Steveston?

Mr. Nitta: No, no. I stay, because nothing I can see.

I could rent a room in a hotel or rooming house, apart-
ment in Vancouver, but thirty years ago, right after the
war, no such accommodation in Steveston. And, you know, so
I haven't a house. Nobody... no Japanese got a house. ..

Ms, Nobody would rent to Japanese?

Mr. Nitta: No, we could rent the house allright, you know,

but no such... somebody is living in every house in
Steveston.
Ms., Ah... all the houses were taken.

Mr., Nitta: Yeah. So whether I like or not, I've got

to stay in Vancouver, which I did. And when I came
back here, you know Vancouver, no more than three or
four hundred people, you know, Japanese-Canadian, you
know, Japanese ceme back, you know. So... few by few
coming and, you know, every days and every other days
and... now it's almost about seven or elght thousand,
eh?

Ms, Yes,

Mr. Nitta: You know, Japanese population in Vancouver
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used to be about twenty... yeah, about twenty-

five. Twenty to twenty-five thousand you know,

Ms.

In Vancouver alone?

Mr. Nitta: In Vancouver alone.

Ms.

Can you tell us what Powell Street used to

be like before the war?
the

Mr, Nitta: Nothing but/Japanese. Both side. Alex-

ander Street, you know. Say... yes, you know, some-

T Should Say
where a hundred to gheatt—we—say about seven hundred

Ih
block, eh? Alexander Street and Powell and Cordova Street.
Three street, nothing but the Japanese., #3 bhole
street, and both side, you know. S0 they, in Vancouver,
is... White Canadian in Vancouver, they used to be called

_ Was 7 hiw?
"Little Tokyo", see? You know. Fhatls—the—way we are
known,

Ms. What were the stores like in those days, along

Powell Street? Lots of stores? Little stores.

Mr, Nitta: It's both stores... most of the stores are both
‘L‘lﬂﬂtf;t:}

sides, you know. And they claim clean spot on the whole
of—the city. You know. Is clean! Talk about clean.

They get up early, you know. Japanese isl ‘ﬂwsr_ senfn.-,

old -
—»you know, ail—he time

—»dJapanese?
Ms, Uh-huh?

Me SNitta: Theyv're, i they like it real clean, more than

any nation, any nation in the whole world, you know. On

the street?
Ms. Yeah,

Mr. Nitta: They get up about seven o'clock. First thing ﬂm?

they do is sweeping, then, you know, even wash the street,

you know,

Ms. Oh really?

Mr. Nitta: Yeah. You don't believe 1t if you don't see

1t. So the street was, oh, so clean, Just like,you know,

church.

® Sic. ﬂ(cafdmb 0  Censys of (anuda fubles p. 4135 of Ken fdachc s  book lI‘LC”gf’_"j
et Ny W i 1991 There  wWere 22 096 Japanwe ¢ _b____L and Bysp

Japuntic  wy, |fancoud er
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Ms. Gee. (laughs) When you came back to. .
after the war, what did Powell Street look like? Had
it changed?

Mr., Nitta: Oh, =% nothing but a ghost town. It's 7

real ghost town, you know. Lots of, you know, other
people.
Ms, Lots of other people who had moved in?

Mr. Nitta: Yes. Yes, nad come in. Oh, it's a 4dif-

ferent... entirely different, you know. But it's a
.++ War is a bad game, you know. You know, I ean Codld Tfmﬁk.

you know, Maybe... wasn't too many, but maybe few

¥ Il..
T e —— P — —
]

|
|

others) you know, white American, or English, you

-‘fll—'-'-l-l--l—-l-'_--. il
r

know, Maybe has been suffered maybe more than we did
in Canada here, you know. I could see that, because

war is, you know... you can't even think about, you

know, no more way, eh? You know. Everybody's so ex-
cited/?gg know, it's... (clears throat)

Ms. If... Well T want to ask you, you know the
excuse that white people give, who were here at that
time, for the Japanese evacuation y Sometimes they say,
"Well it was for the safety of Japanese-Canadians,
because it was a wartime."” Did you ever feel that it

would have been dangerous for you to stay here? [}‘“FA#N “443]

Mr, Nitta: As far as my memory, I don't see any. I

don't see any. You see, and special one case happen.

— rht'-—‘-__“‘- e il Wiy,

It's a soldier, young fellow, you know. (Another voice

i

i

|

i

1

: | |
1nterrupt” and tape 1s turned off, then on again.) et

E ot

aqdl
(h *) believe it, you know. Is a special case... was
Young sold,cr

: :{ﬂ.ﬂwlﬂ—— uh1
happen. It's one soldier/went to, you know, beginning |

1

i

:
--lll--il--_.?-.-__..m_-.h_..i}-.,

] ¥

of the war, eh?... to the Japanese young fellow, Canadian- i

born too. He was owned a little grocery store, some- .

where, you know, Commercial Street. He went to the... ..
Just a little confectionary store, for holdup. Okay? ...I

And he was young, so he refused to give him anything, ..

and they fight. Now, I think he h}% a gun and ey

l
:
i >
?
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shot him to death, you know. He killed the Japanese
guy... owned the... young ﬂ;dt’h&t owned the gro--...
you know, confectionary store... grocery store. But
that days, making me real mad, you know. You know

you know,
why? Everybody talk like ¥swise heros,/ Never mind

that you killed one Japs, you see., And send this

soldier to the front. é:iiiﬁebe esle You know,

send him as a right aways ,

and never mind 1f t#gy kill the Japs, you know.,.

Ms. That's very poor. Very bad.

Mr. Nitta: You know. And, you know, you can't even think

(flu Kaow,
about this '“Quql'ﬂ4, common, e¥—+e—eRr ordinary way, eh?

You know, holdup and to kill him was still... you know,
everybody stood up and told the public,"Never mind kill

the Japs."” Let's send the boysto the front, you know.

It's, you know... for the fighting in Europe or Africa,
I don't know. They say, "Send him to the front." You
know. Now, this way, we believe we are protected by
justice of the nation, théaj. Don't we?

Ms. Yes.

Mr. Nitta: (laughs)

Ms. Did he get off? Did the soldier?

Mr., Nitta: Yeah, I couldn't tell you, because %he dwhhﬁn

&+via+enr of war, you know. And every day's paper, you

know, and the radio, they talk like, you know, crazy,

hardl
you know., Oh, you know,-hew—éL believe it, you know? I

. - o nw -
don't think you could belleve 1t, even #Len I'm telling
the
you. There is a monument, you know, in/Stanley Park,

as you know, as the Jgpanese sacrifice their life for
the last war... FirstWorld{Nar, eh? You know, the
f;ﬂ\hrl;
people, you know, scream}head off... "Move that monument! "

Ms. Really?

Mr. Nitta: Yeah. Gee, I was so sad., What's the differ-

ence? They sacrificed their life, you know. You know,

only one life, but they're willing to sacrifice their life,

=5

!
:

=
!
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and they did, for Canadian sake. What's the difference
of second war or third war? You know? And (laughs)
1t's a jo--... it wasn't a joke, you know. I'm
telling you nothing but the truth, okay? I don't mind
you/%gyidthe Mayor of Vancouver, or Premier Bennett,

you know. If they don't know about b sl de ol d S teili

them,

Ms., Yeah., I think many young people don't know

about: it
Mr. Nitta: No.

Ms. That's why 1t's good that you can tell us.

Mr. Nitta: You know that cherry trees .1n Stanley

Park? They are/cherry tree in Stanley Park?
Ms. Um-hmm?

Mr. Nitta: Donated by our ancestors, you see. Senior

people,
Ms, Oh, are they?

Mr. Nitta: Into the...you know, Stanley Park. Because

a park. And... you know, it's a nice, you know, blossom
time all the cherry, eh? Give you some kind of enjoyment,

you know,

Ms. The ones that lead down to the War Memorial.

:;r;:‘rfmvz_:-:,;{}:; R RS
Mr. Nitta: Now, every cherry tree is grow so big, and old :

g

1

' .
I"llllh-i-r-_.r.- e e T T ————
! : '

-

[}

now, you know. But every cherry treesis in the Stanley

Park donated by our old timers.

Ms. Do you remember....

: . duratan
Mr. Nitta: Do you know what they say in é+v+s+en of war?

And they did, too. Iou see our Japanese cherry tree,

| s 3
A i &#n\*ﬁ“ﬂﬂlﬂglh:ru: i,
- 1

they change the name of Chinese cherry tree! i f |
:

]
- i
T N Wt O . —-1-| - 'l...'. -

Ms. Really! (laughs) < | | £

Mr. Nitta: Yeah. Gee, I was.,. What = | "%"“ ;
War is, yvou know. (@i h ST e b e |
it wasn't a joke, you know.

Ms. S0 those cherry trees were... had been al-
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ready for some years...

Mr. Nitta: Oh, quite a few years before the war, you know.

Ms. Oh, really?

Mr. Nitta: A good ten years. Maybe more than that.

Yeah., Our, you know, senior people donated. So you
. MU 8 11- N B

is_too late. We got to

A

put in, 1n your magazine, tﬁié
avolid such nonsense, you know, in the future, eh? Because
that's a bad business. You know, discrimination is real
bad. Nobody;ﬁn a gailn., It doesn't matter what race

you gﬁ% born, you know. We've got to forget abaut;tl

because we are... you know, coming out, jus1 d3s,

!
through the same nature. 1t doesn't matter what the
colour's the skin, you know, Could it be Canadian, is

make
a Canadian. Shouldn't be/a difference by colour of the

skin, eh?
Ms. TEhaith seraohity
Mr. Nitta: Don't you think I'm right.

Ms ., I agree. Yes, definitely. Going back to
before the war, Mr. Nitta, do you remember the Depres-

sion?

'-"I+i'ﬂ'\'t e e P T T SRS ——
1
d
:
C
o

Mr. Nitta: Yes.

i £ T B T e kg {_ T e —
L]

Ms. Can you tell us about it? { i

i E!:Mm‘-.';;tmﬂ N R

NMee Nitibas "0Oh, dit's a .. you don't believe it, you

know., It's a real hells., No job nowhere, and... I

?
!
5
|

e Wy Dl o - 5 P ——— " —

should have said a good fifteen, twenty percent, you

|

know, in the population in the city here, just about

Theaug\

ready to starve. And I seen 1t, +8 my own eyesight,

:
i
1
!
i
!
f
i
i

A R ;
e . e iy LIS oy et TS - e ——

you know, even my own sight, two or three of them try

=i U ler e e o o i
i o - -

|
:
!
|
:
r

to pick up something from a garbage can in the alley,

you know. I seen two or three of them myself. So I

e b g s o = !

hear 1s hundred, hundred of them was doing it. 'Cause
you, no job nowhere, even you wanted to work, you know, ..
doesn't matter... anybody willing to work, any job, they

could take it, eh? But no jobs nowhere. Nothing. Every-

thing is stuck. Fb1 economical . Somewhere, you
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know. And United State, the same way. But it wasn't just
as bad as it was here, you know, Oh, it was bad.
Ms., Did you... do you remember the. ..

Mr, Nitta: But I was.,.. but that time, you know, is a

fisherman only group was very lucky. Because as long as
they has market for the fish, well, you know, we make

a few dollars. So, beside, we used to be fishing for a
to,
big company, like, you know? And the company/ you know,
of

help the fisherman just in case/you stuck for money, like,
you know? They always, you know, to help them, you know?

OO v

Which company was that?
SR ON,
I was fishing /two or three different company,
yeah,
otarted from thirty.../1930, I think.

Thaiths inicht,

Nitta: Yeah, 1930 to 1933 just abau¥ (dnish .

1t was terrible. Real, real... You know, was...
Just about as good as twenty percent population in the
city's ready to starve.
Ms. Do you remember the young men coming into
Vancouver looking for jobs, that came out on the trains?

| CDMME
Mr., Nitta: Oh, it's... hundred a®d hundreds wettd—ceme—in,

the
into /Vancouver, you know. But... because I believe there

may_be other provinces mere maybe even worse than here,

maybe, which I never know, you know. Because I was in

In
Vancouver and this coast, you see. No, I hate to see...

I don't want to see any more Depression like that for

anybody life. Not for my life, you know. Anybody
GO be. ..

life, you know., Oh, it's a real...oh, going / it's a
thousand time worse if a Depression like that come,eh?

Ms. Yeah,
Mr., Nitta: ﬂ\fft be.-ju&\‘ about o lltUt war 'ﬂ\m. ‘/w MOLJ.?

Ms., Did you actually hear of anyone who died of
hunger ‘during that time?

Mr, Nitta: I don't hear anybody, you know. You know, starve
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to death. No, no. That day's no welfare, nothing, you

know.

Ms. Yes, that's true.

Mr. Nitta: No pension, and... (clears throat) So,

compare that time to today, it's entirely different.
Ms. Around Powell Street 1n "Little Tokyo"
during the Depression, were there associations or
societies that helped the Japanese-Canadians. Or
churches that helped them?

Mr. Nitta: No, they... you know, one thing, they are

LindustTiavg )
gquite a bit more industrial, you know, nature. More

than... quite a bit more than other races are, you

know. They don't depend on anybody (@4 fess

They'sinkmgé& they go to survive B themself, you know.
Pople g0 there

So they work. Bhey/work in the sawmill, no job a saw-

mill, they are just too happy to do... even to help the

shoeshine, you know. Anything that come, eh? Any-

thing they could see. Yet I see a couple, three, what

I told you a few minutes ago, you know, pick up a few

things from a garbage‘can, was a Japanese, too, you
know,
Ms. Oh, were they?

Mr. Nitta: Yeah.

Ms. Did many people leave the city to look for
work?

Mr. Nitta: Oh, I belleve so.

Ms. Uh-huh.

Mr, Nitta: Oh, I believe so. I was young and, you know,

and I don't see... I don't acquainted to many old people,

like, you know. We been... work together among the young
T wa real...

people, you know. As—we—a»e young yet, and... So, oh, 1

been a% work at everything, that time, yeah. Railways,

you kXnow. Logging, sawmill. Everything. Beslde the

fishing, you know.

Ms., Anything you could get.




31961 a2 0 LY
Mr. Nitta: Anything I could... yeah, I could see, yeah,
Ms. When you were in Kamloops during the war,
were medical facilities open to you, like if you hurt

yourself...

My. Nitta: Oh yes, oh yes...

Ms. ... could you go to the hospital and they

would admit you?

MrsoNittas Oh yes. JYou see, we are what.ia.u call, ..

Selg- support, you see?
Ms. Yes.

Mr. Nitta: You know, not #w helping by the government,

okay? So one thing a public institute, like, you know,
hospital or, you know, for doctor, they can't refuse for
us. oo they... and not only that, you know, they was
ety ou know,groupsth§Z£§§E}e
... most of the/ whe understand 4 , you know, Hust
. e+ you know.,.. our situation, eh? You know, condition
Upon Us, ‘ dvurahen
what was prerewreed like, you know, é&+visien of war.
And, specially the Chief of Police 1n Kamloop? You
know, town? We knew each other. I knew him, He knew
me when he was the Chief of Police at Prince Rupert,
you know. So I help him and he help me, you know, quite
a bit. You know, we help each other, you know. It's
name was Barber you see, Mr. Barber.

Ms. Barber?

Mr, Nitta: Yeah, Barber. Just like your barbershop, you

know., Yeah., And... well, we are talking about thirty-

four years ago now, you know. You see, after the wa--...
dvration .

from the &xrv+es+ewm of war to now is, you know, so...

That days =s... you know, 1t's... very few Japanese speak

enough English to understand it, you know,‘fo... vou
know, (Jwse TLM white Canadian |ike . S0, Mr. Barber,
Inspector Barber, 1s alwags picking me up, you know, and
be a 1nterpreter, liszigéu know, for all the people eh?
Ms ., Ly geq, v Yash

Mr. Nitta: You know. (laughs) Which I did, quite a bit.
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Ms. And did you do that in court, there? Did
you... 1n the Police Court?
Mr., Nitta: Well, yes, and... something ... (eg vesT
by Japanese, you know. Like, you need a permit going
SO fggfzée... more than fifty mile, they got to have
a permit, you know., Oh, many, many hundred different
case, you know. And Inspector Barber, you know, wanted
me tTo be an interpreter, like, which T did.
Ms., And did your children g0 to school in Kam-
loops?

Mr. Nitta: Maybe... oh, about four years, 1 think. Yeah.

Ms., And then when you came back to Vancouver,
they went to Strathcona School?
Mr. Nitta: Yes. It's a... before the war, 1t was g

. Ao ut
Strathcona School here 18 Yyou know, mefe—%ﬁaﬁ fifty per-

cent the children was Japanese children.

Ms., Yes, we've heard that.
Yeah.

Mrt_Nittg:/(laughs) Now is about ninety percent Chinese.

(laughs)

Vs. Uh-huh. Yes. Can you 'tellvus a little
more about what Powell Street was 1ike before the war,
because we didn't see it. We have no idea what it used
To be like when there were many Japanese here.

Mr, Nitta: Um-hmm, Well, T hate to tell you, you know,

but they are, you Know, real particular people. DMore

) &5
than other, you Know, éﬁé yet what I hate to see, you

Wo (3¢ TL*"\ arc ;
know, weas—tiren they ked copied too much from Japan,

ook

ehf?" " =Y ou know/;too much idea from Japan. Lthey don't. .

they should have understand a little more better as 1
part of Canada, eh? That's the only part I, you know,

I thought not... that wasn't right, you know.

Ms ., Can you give us some details? Like, you're
talking about old customs from Japan, they would follow?

Mr. Nitta: Um-hmm. Yeah,

Ms . What kinds of things are you thinking of?

'|.

--I-l’--ll‘---dllI L T -H---.-m-.ﬂ;.n. S —

!
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)
Mr, Nitta:'Well:fteaching the.,.. well, maybe that's

an idea, too, you know:uihave a Japanese language
school in Alexander Street there. I don't know whether
you know that m
Ms. Yes, yes.

Mr., Nitta: You see? And... it's, you know, they teaching

a Japanese, you know... oh, customs you know, quite g bit
more than they should have, you know, the way 1 thought
myself, you know, because they should have realized.dﬁicr
Canada, you know., But' maybe nice to know that Two 4Eﬁcr:n7
culture, eh?

Ms. Uh-huh. That's so, too, yes.

Mr. Nitta: You see? Because that's the only way they

could teach us something about Japanese cultures, you know.
SO0 my way's maybe not right. I don't know. (laughs)

Ms. Can you tell us where the Buddhist Church
used to be before it was in the building where it is now?
Now 1t's on the corner of Jackson and Powell Street.

_ QLbout a
Mr. Nitta: Oh yes. It's... just <£erthe few years be-

fore the war, was Cordova and ... what ILEV IS SN UED A re e et

S s e Qe g Y S

End of Track 2.
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Mr. Nitta: Then before they build that, oh, somewhere

Victoria, Nanaimo,some... I was about seventeen,
eighteen years old, they had another one, o0ld one there
somewhere, you know, for the east side, you know.,

Ms. Oh, did they?

Mr. Nitta: Yeah, yeah, somewhere close to Hast-

ings Park somewhere, you know. Close to. Not exactly,
you know, Hastings Park.

Ms. Were you raised a Buddhist at home? Did
you go to Buddhist church?

Mr. Nitta: Well, I suppose to but I... you know how the

children are, you know. I don't want to go to church very
Go o 2
often. Yeah. Going to church.

Ms. And the community organizations, were there

Japanese assoclations in Powell Street. I know there
were 1n Steveston. Depending on where yoﬁ%&ome from 1n
Japan, the people from that place all get together? And
they meet every once in awhile?

Mr-. Nitta: Well, they was helping each other, you know,

some... Just 1n case somebody took sick or, you know, and
no money and gt\ﬁ:g days, Jou know, no Welfare Department or
nothing, eh? No such, you know, organization at all

here in... connected with the government, you know. So
that's'*ﬁyiggey had, , you know, in Steveston we had our
own hospital too, you know. And own...

Ms. Yes, the fishermen bullt that hospital.

Mr, Nitta: Yes, yes. And doctor, and the school and every-

thing ... owned by them, you see.
Ms. Um-hmm. That was a great accomplishment.

Mr. Nitta: Yes, you see? And so they're helplng each

other, you know,

Ms. What about on Powell Street? Where did

§ 1
. 3 (]
| 4
o S S R
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people go for a hospital? ]fﬂu%h.

Mr, Nitta: I think they went to General Hospita%/ Yeah,
Oh. No, there is one at.... #S street there, Tt's
Powell and... Campbell Avenue there. Campbell Avenue,
eh?

Ms. Uh-huh., TIt's now an old people's home.

A
—

Mr. Nitta: Yeah, exactly. Yeah, yeah.

Ms. Qhiasthat/was, .
Mr. Nitta: R

Ms. .+ that Mount Saint Joseph?
/L{ INC

Mrh Niftg: Yeah, yeah... yes. Yeah. That'%/... T

believe own... you know, not owned by them, you
know, but they donate it and the City or government help
them and they build that building there. Yesh.

Ms. And would there be white nurses and doctors

or Japanese nurses and doctors?

Mr. Nitta: That time is... about.,. just about half and
half I think. |

Ms. Do you remember the bathhouses on Powell
Street? Did you go to the bathhouze?

Mr. Nitta: Oh yes. Oh, that's... you mean joint baths,

eh?
Ms. Yes.,

Mr. Nifta:_Oh yes. Yeah. Gee, you've studied it quite a

bit, eh? (laughter)
Ms. Well we find out a little more each time we
talk to somebody, you know.

Mr. Nitta: Oh yeah. That's the biggest enjoyment for the

senior people, you know. You know~k$q;f they qult work
and had a little supper, then they used to be going to

the bath... have a bath, you know. And Just like a little
pool, you know. In a warm pool, eh? And, oh they'd talk
nonsense and laugh and joking each other and Jump in and

wash down, you know, and... oh, about... you coula jump

in fifteen,'hﬂth+j at once, you know. Oh, it was real
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big. /you know, two or three, you know, you could ee

swimmee=g 1n, you know, Oh I think it was four or five
the
different place, you know, like that in/Powell Street,

xeall,

Ms. And. .. were there any sake houses? Where
you could go and have a drink?

Mr. Nitta: Oh yes, yeah. I don't know whether they had

No.&
a licence or not, but they hesvwe a licence as a restaur-

ant, I think, eh? You know. So... There was quite g

few place.

Ms. Would they be big places or little places?

o W o e e bl . = " — - =
el et - -l'-.-i B o s e :1 — ..- - = -. - n

Mr. Nitta: No, not a big place, but not too small elther,

you know. You know, every place bigger than this house,

;.ﬁ_,_-“.“. il =

anyway. Yea?. But nothing fancy, you know. You know,

. 1
house or building, .you know, nothing ook like

Pfor)
fancy ways to build, eh? Just build, you knowy*purpose

= S = R i (== —————

only, you know. It's good enough for, you know, service
for the customers, eh? And you know that... did you ever
b&"in the Japanese restaurant in Powell Street?

Ms. Yes.

Mr. Nitta: Did you?

Ms. Yes.

a4

Mr. Nitta: Did you

Ms. Um-hmm.
9

Mr. Nitta: Some green... what-you-nla-call-it.... you

could sit down, eh?
Ms. The tables, .. .

Mr, Nitta: Yeah, yeah.

Ms. o oo ANdiVOUESIGEONTThIgs .

Mr. Nitta: Yeah, both side, yeah.

Ms. Yes. « Uh-huh,
Mr. : Uh-huh. You seen that?

Ms. Yes. Is that what they used to have?

Mr. s Yes.

You sit on the floor?

: Yes., S1t down, you know.




3196;2‘1 ;Pa}'l".
Ms . And there's a little hole for your feet?
Or did you just sit with your feet crossed?

My, Nitta: Sit down, yeah. Just like,.. that's for

the Canadian, ﬁalfways a Canadian, you know. That's a

kind of compromise, eh?
Ms. Yes, yes. (laughter)

Mr. Nitta: Because, you know, even myself, I can't sit
do
down like everybody/in Japan. One year's... one hour's
even
time T can' t/get up.

Ms. Yes. (laughter) But in the old days on
Powell Street, it would all be sitting on the floor?

Mr. Nitta: In that time, yeah. Oh, exactly like Japan.

Ms. You've come back after the war, to the
neighbourhood, and there's been very few Japanese-
Canadians here. How have you found the neighbourhood
to live in and to raise your children 1n? Say, 1n the
1950's and '60's?

Mr. Nitta: You knoﬁ,xverv fortunately, you know, after

they say,

we came back rather anybody we know/ "Welcome'! you know.

| —

“ vor (ome
"Weldecome back," eh? Oh, thousands of them are, you know,

happy to see us come back, you know.
Do
Ms . /you mean people in the neighbourhood?

Mr. Nitta: People in the neighbourhood, yeah. No, it's

... that part was real good, you know. Because they
know we are, you know, struggles and suffering and
duraXlon

everything, you know, &xvisien of war, eh? And any-
body we knew before the war, oh, they were so...
welcome, you know, us to come back.(Phone rings and
tape recorder is turned off, then on again.)

Ms. Did you start fishing again? What did

you do?

Mr., Nitta: Yes, yes I did. I went to Skeena, you know. T

game back. I took a little money with me when I went to
Kamloop for a vacation, eh? But I spent all the money,

I come back, just very close to the bare foot and =ae
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bare hand, eh?
Ms . Oh,

Mr. Nitta: So I have no choice, you know. And all T

knows 1s nothing but the fishing game, you know. Some-
thing working on the water, eh? So I took, you know, & F&JL
that opportunity and went to Skeena River, fishing, you
know.

Ms. Did you...what did you do for a boat? Digd

you rent a boat, or did the company lend you a boat?

Mr. Nitta: Yes, the company rent the boat for me, yeah.

Oh, they was... you know, welcome us, because they knew
we... 1s good fishermen, like, eh?

Ms. I have heard that there were some fishing
companies that sent representatives back to contact
Japanese during evacuation...

Mr., Nitta: Oh yeah, when we was evacuated. ..

Ms. o0 yES,
Mr. Nitta: Oh yeah. Yeah, that's...

Ms. Did that happen to you?

: Pon s %qon a3
Mr. Nitta: No. Because I, you know, sinee—F... singe the

government give us... announce you know, oSt cved which
we e, you know, Canadian-Japanese o you
know, to... a chance to come back to Vancouver coast,

you know. So I did almost maybe... _}u;T' the
groups that came back to Vancouver. You know. Before
the... most of the, you know... everybody come back, say,
you know, gradually, like, you know. A few hundred every

|
year, like, eh? But when I came back, is very few Jap- | f

- W‘Hﬁ'ﬁﬁﬂdﬂ-— -'h.-;i.
anese was 1n Vancouver yet, you know, j‘ f

=
SR IR
Ms. And you had no trouble when you came back? : f

i

Mr. Nitta: No, no. No trouble at all. IIIII

Ms. That's good. '

Ms. Do you have any....? Neither Carole nor I

have any more questions to ask you. Do mou have any- '...
thing else you would like to tell us? I.-

Mr, Nitta: No. (laughs) No, I have... you know, | l
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well, when you started thinking about so many, many

be aht iwa,'hi,w\ o
| £

years 4ooWnow bek (nd eh? You know, especlially &3

|

Le Wy i %«-LI"LRJ

is+en of war. N{N mofe 11’\'5“'\ ."i 3 { gAA

Ms. Well, you have done very well since you

came back.

Mr. Nitta: Well, 1t's,you know, 1it's... I've been fight

for my life, you know. Because, you know, it's... you
see, not only anything, you know... I was (Wn
and
Q“*?'v__"""'\ 1z ¥he business. It's continued from
three different generations, you know: WMy grandpa and
my father and me, you see. You know, between the three
different generations,to work hard and build up, you

know? And what I had, you kgow, when the war started,eh?

And that damn things are gone.

Ms. Yes. {LM\ an:L "“0

Mr. Nitta: So‘g'ge got to work,(i three different gener-
in
ation, (laughs)/ﬁletime, you see,

Ms. Yes. You have to do as much work as three

generations did for you. Yeah.i

Mr. Nitta: Yeah. So, fortunately, you know, build up

inch by inch and what I have today, you know. So, not
too bad, and... so I'm going to continue it another
couple or three more year, until ietle baby G0 Rnad,
'fqzﬂjE. graduate university;u.ihat‘will be
about four to five year, eh? Then... but I don't think
I'm going to quit, completely, because you know, it
doesn't matter, you know, male or female, you know...
nice to have a )l%ﬂb ambition for tomorrow. That's
the real... you know, kept your health so good.
Ms. That!s richt:

Mr. Nitta: Yeah. You know. And if you have no hope in

the next day, that's bad, you know. You are... worries
get you weak, too, when you come to my age, you know,
egpecially, you know. So.s. I think... I don't quit.

| we
L don't... 1f T am lucky enough to ¥ eighty years old,
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