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/ Re Survey for Standard of Housing By-law.

The Special Committee consisting of Alderman Corey (Chairmen),

Building Inspector and Medical Health Officer, submitted a report

in connection with the above.

7T
The Chairmen (Ald., Corey) submitied a report on the same

recommending:

(1) That the Special Commnittee ebove ment
or a proposed Standa

o that in T
to allow fo

compile a draft f
similar in some respects t
with certain modifications,

and other conditions; and

(2) That a special meetin
Parks Committee be ca
25th, to consider

Civic Plenning an

&t 1

,’f”fffﬂﬁu

report be approved,
d Parks Committee pe held on Monday,

0O A.M., and & draft by-law be

that the recommendations contained 1
therefore, of the Building,

ond a special meeting,

question,

ijoned be empowered %o
rd of Housing By-law,
orce in Toronto, but
r different climatic

g of the Building Civic Planning end
1led for next Mondey morning,
the full report as well as the a

of the adoption of the proposed.by-law.

November
dvissbility

n the Chairmen's

November 25th,

gubmitted for consideration.
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Pursuant to the recommendation contained i
report of the Committee, dated November 18, 1940, tiz gﬁ?ld—
ingl Civic Planning & Parks Committee held a special meeting
on lionday, November 25, 1940, at 10:10 A.l., to consider the
reports in connection with the regent housing survey, and
ﬁéﬁgiige draft of proposed by-law to establish a standard of

Present: ﬁlderman Corey (Chairman), His Worship ifayor J. Lyle
Telford, M.D., M.L.A., Aldermen Bennett, Buscombe,
Cornett, Greyell, Jones, Miller and Wilson.

The Committee begs to recommend to Council the
adoption of the following report:

The following documents were read:

(1) Report of the Special Committee comprising Alderman
Corey, the liedical Health Officer and the Building
Inspector, re Housing Conditions in the City, dated

November 20, 1940.

(2) Report of the Building Inspector, being supplementary
comments on the recent Housing Survey, dated Movember

20, 1940.

the Medical Health officer relative to the

(3) Report of
rveyed, dated

health conditions in the area recently su
November 25, 1940.

(4) Draft of proposed By-law to fix a Standard of Fitness
for human habitation to which all Dwellings shall

conform.

it was agreed that the further
deferred until the

to be held on December

After discussion,
consideration of the proposed By-law be
next regular meeting of the Ccommittee,

o, 1940,

The Committee then adjourned.
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BUILDING DEPARTMEMT

CITY OF VAANCOUVER «----------
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. RTIAL HOUSINE SURVEY

UME. 17. 1940

IMSPECTIONS BY R.STARTUP.

ES| o
| EXTERIOR | (AT
| SEIEND NN AECANSLALG REMARKS.
POOR. POOR e
N FAIR e
(1) NOE ol
i FA\R, 8
B:*D ‘?OAODR, BAD DEMOLITIOMN RECOMMEAMDED
FAIR, FAIR, .
5 e FAIR,
. - mog.
POOR, FA\R, .
POOR, ls;:D
p?,gg, E&% BAD DEMOLITION RECOMMEAMDED.
FAIR, FAIRs .
= PooR, i
Sl y o CITY TAX SALE.
= a .- CITY TAX SALE_
FAIR, FAIR o
K’ORD L l'—'A‘K'
FA|RD A BAD
POOR, . FA\R
= POO R, BAD
o FAIR o
i mOR. e
i FAWR,
- Bm !
o 3 g RECOMMEMD DEMOLITIOM
' FA\R FAIR . CTY TAX SALE ..
e ) BAD
= POOR, FAIRS
. FA\R o
o POOR BAD
- FAIR FAR.
FAIR . BAD |
BAD 13AD BAD DEMOLITIOANA RECOMMEADED
POOR. PooR. BAD QTY TAX DALEL
PooR. T
l N:R. - o COTTAGE. A REAR, A0 TOWET ,
5 o POO R CITY TAX SALE
. FA\R,
2:‘:‘ BAD BAD DEMOLITIOA RECOMMEADED
POooO BAD )
‘BADR' ‘:’:g‘ 8AD DEMOLITION RECOMMEADED
POOR POOR, -
s g BAD DEMOLITION RECOMMEADED
B?D o DE MOL\T\OA RECOMMERDED C\TY TS.
POO FAIR, POOR,
..R" Poor. FAIR,
“" FA|R) e
, ” . BAD
0 POOR, rAIR oTY TAX SALE >
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IRTIAL  HOUSIME SURVEY

P g
IMSPECTIOAS BY R STARTU i

UMNME 17 1940 -
EXTERIOR IMTERIOR. PLUMBING REMARKS
POOR POOR BAD
FAIR % FAIR,
B'?.D BAD BAD REGOMMEAMD DEMOLITION
FAIR FAIR FAIR
POOR. POOR. BAD
BAD BAD "
POOR FAIR 3
POOR. FAIR ®
BAD POOR FAIR
BAD - BAD
FAIR, FAIR FAIR
POOR FAIR FAIR
RAD BAD BAD DEMOLITION RECOMMENDED
FAIR FAIR FAIR
v " POUR
BAD BAD BAD DEMOLITION RECOMMEADED
POOR. POOR POOR
POOR FAIR FAIR.
POOR. POOR FAIR
FAIR FAIR FAIR
BAD BAD S:DDR DEMOLITION RECOMMEAMDPED
POOR
:gcl:%.. Q‘,) " PERMIT" ISSUED 8-8-40 TO REFPAIR..
BAD BAD BAD DEMOLITION RECOMMEADED.
POOR POOR FAIR. OWMER OPERATING
FAIR FAIR, Po:m
POOR ¥ BAD
FAIR PODR BAD
POOR. GO0D BAD
FAIR GO0D BAD
e Faib BAD
FAIR
POOR POOR BAD
POOR. POOR. BAg
FAIR FAIR, ng
FA\R FAIR ‘__A
FAIR, FAIR, BAA‘DR.
FAIR FAIR b
FAIR FA\R Eants
FAIR o REFUSES TASPECTION
POOR
PDOR FA\R.
P ool s |
POOR. FAIR ez
FAIR. FAIR b
6080 FA";-. Hopt.
POOR. :-2&, ety
FAIR
e | AR | e
PO
FAIR ;:;"é g:g OWAER OPERATIMG
FAIR G000 &
600D e 600D
FAlRD. gggg G00D OWAIER, OPERATIAG
00
E‘AIR.. FAIR ;ﬁ'g' OWAIER. OPERATING
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CES - INSPECTIONS MADE BY R.S
P EXTE . STARTUP
fof RIOR| LATERIOR |PLUMBIAG REMARKS
l FAIR
FA\R
|1 BA-- % BAD OWAMER OPERATIMG
D BAD BAD
BAD
BAD e | then | Saasar
B : p lMMtPlATE DEMOLITION RECOMMEMNDED
iy & . SEE REPORT RE CHILDREA
FAIR FA\R
BAD BAD ;‘X%
FA\R FA\R, BAD
FAIR POOR, | FAIR
POOR BAD BAD
FAIR, BAD BAD
FAIR BAD BAD
POOR BAD BAD
POOR FAIR BAD OWAIER OPERAT
POOR FAIR | BAD < s
FAIR BAD POOR.
FAIR POOR. BAD
FAIR FAIR, FAIR
POOCR. POOR POOR,
GooD GooD GOOD OWNER, GPERATIMG
FAIR FAIR FAIR,
FAIR FAIR FAIR
BAD BAD BAD RECOMMEAMD DEMOLITIOM.
BAD BAD BAD JTAP BATH. RECOMMEMD DEMOLITION
BAD GAD BAD .«  RECOMMEAD DEMOLITION
BAD BAD
Et?o?z- POOR FAIR OWMER OPERATING  JAP BATH
POOR PODR BAD
PODR POOR BAD
BAD BAD BAD
2| POOR FAIR FAIR | OWNER OPERATING . JAP BATH
PODR pooR | FAIR
PODOR. FAIR FA\R,
BAD FAIR | BAD
POOR BAD RBAD
BAD RAD BAD
POOR POOR g{‘%
s Sy R | sap mATH DEMOLITION RECOMMEMDED
BAD BAD BA
POOR POOR, F;‘A%
| BAD g’;‘g BAD |(TAX SALE) DEMOLTION R.E.COM:AENDED
BAD P00 BAD :
255 | 2R | R | owmem SPERRRRudloes |
' iy BAD BAD DEMO\‘.‘.T'OM g TAP BATH
| BAD AD BAD
BAD B
B [EES
S BAD S
BAD BAD BAD : "
R BAD | BAP
BAL BAD BAD
poomoz BAtDD ot pEMOLITIOA RECOMMEX
B8A
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T

R.STARTUP

INSPECTIONS BY

JUME. \7 1940
ARY
(IEMCE
RTVALT Jo_| EXTERIOR| INTERIOR| PLUMBIAC - REMARKS
¥
UME. \7. ) POOR. POOR | POOR
| 0 BAD | BAD
ES| £xTEI = BAD | BAD | DEMOLITION RECOMMEADED
o | BAD BAD | [BAD - A
5 PR BAD BAD | BAD 2
o FAIR. FAIR | BAD
ol FAIR, FAIR, BAD
2 FAIR FAIR | BAD
ke BAD BAD BAD | JAP BATH-REC'MD DEMOLITION REAR COTTASE.
g FAIR. PooR. | PoOOR
FAl POOR, BAD BAD JAP BATH
. BAD BAD BAD
POOR, | PwR | PooR
BAD BAD | BAD
FAIR BAD | BAD
BAD BAD | BAD CITY TAX SALE.
POOR, BAD | BAD
P PUOR. BAD | BAD.
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3le thal ol iport of City Ownod: Promiscs
ncluded in Housing Survey
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3 \€ 1] o
Sl Jlakie [
3 1€ AR NN
3 1< T T Attontion is called to the fact that included in
c the survey are 1l provortics owncd by the City and listed
ol L L R bclow:
RO LR L (L 4
1|29 | 3|5|3|3 The 11 dwellings housc some 79 adults and 21 children
5 |1¢ B R U B 38 porsons arc reported to bc on rclicf, Many of the promiscs
b | 1€ yid2i4 arc in a dcplorablc condition.
g 2:' ? 3‘ :,5 ? ? onoc vory bad cxample of thesc City ovynod houscs 1is
| Recport No. 168, 1232 Powcll Strcct, Foundations, cxterior and
| < AEREEY roof arc all in a very bad condition; thc intcrior vory dilap-
SRR idatcd, and cxccecdingly filthy; tho plumbing is also in e
S|1¢ Ly 1) 18 deplorablc statc with loaky conncctions. It 1s occupicd by
AR L2110 6 adults end 6 children; the family is on relief.
Ba Loy | 23 (ni
N f a monthly rental amounting
7|25 2|2|2|2 to $175 ngtCiEJmég ‘;Iel ;ggiizg gut that soge of the dwellings are
H LIS subflet,as evidenced from information received on Report No. 3
¥ 8] G R where the City rent is 315, but the occupants of the house pay
x| L€ YRR RE a combined rental of $29.
| R Ly L) .
S C
? :c : : “ ‘ Report No. Location
AN (8] 3 615 Hamilton
3 (1€ 19 717 Cambie
kel 2 25 o
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Building Department

Novombor 20,1940,

Report of City Ownca Premiscs
included in Housing Survoy

Attontion is called to the fact that includcd j
: in
;gi gurvoy arc 11 proportics owncd by the City and listcd
ow:

The 1l dwellings houso some 79 adults and 21 childrcn;

38 porsons are reportecd to bo on rclicf, Many of thc promiscs
arc in a deplorablc condition.

Onc very bad cxample of thoso City owncd houscs is
Report No. 168, 1232 Powcll Strcot, Foundations, cxtcrior and
roof arc all in a very bad condition; thc intcrior vory dilap-
idatcd, and oxccedingly filthy; tho plumbing is also in a
decplorablc statc with loaky conncetions, It is occupicd by
6 adults and 6 children; the family is on relief,

The City is in receipt of a monthly rental amounting

to $175, but it may be pointed out that some of the dwellings are

sub-let as evidenced from information received on Report No, 3

where the City rent is {15, but the occupants of the house pay
a combined rental of §29.

Location

Report No.
3 615 Hamilton
19 717 Cambie
2 745 Cambie
34 534 Homer
42 951 Richards
46 526 Homer
54 1353 Richards
60 1027 Richards
168 1232 Powell
198 734 {lest 6th Ave.
207 1862 Fast 20th Ave,




To His Worship the Mayor and
Lgmbers of the City Council,
City Hall.

November 20, 1940.

A Report of Housing conditions in certain

sections of the City, details of

which have been

gathered through a survey authorized by the City

Council on June 1l4th, 1940,

Tor convenience the dis
1 to 6, but it must be unders
of these were examined and no attemp
of premises which may be in a simil
tigated.
submitted indicate a general conditi
the said districts, and similar resu
of premises inspected were multiplie

tricts covered have been

tood thet only a few dwe
t made to estimate the number

ar condition to those inves-
It can be taken for granted howe

numnbered
1lings in each

ver, that the reports
on of the older dwellings in
1ts would obtain if the number

d.

District il 2 3 4 5 6
Boundaries
N. Pender Pender Hastings Alexander ond Ave. Miscls.
s, Pacific Beach Pribx Hastings 4th Ave.
E. Cambie cranville Glen Clark Granville
W. Granville Chilco Main Main Burrard

To better under
which exist, a typica
given beloW.

Examples
DISTRICT 1 700 Block Cambie Stree
Occupants 44 (24 males, 9 female
Accommodation O bedrooms,

2 bathrooms,

Sanitary conveniences 9 W.C'S,

stand the unfortunate housing conditions
1 survey from eac

but poor cond

h of the districts is

t (Report NO. 20)

s, 11 children under 10 years)

15 housekeeping roOmS,
9 toilet roomsS.

% sinks, 2 baths, 1 basin,
1 slop sinka

ition,

Exterior Roof not leaking '
Eaves troughs and down pipes 11 pad repailr,
woodwork rotted,
front porch and steps Ppoor condition,
general dilapidation.
Interior Walls and wall paper Vvery £ilthy and cracked,
hardware missing from doors,
halls and basement stairstgark and filthy,
path and toilet rooms £ilthy,
basement washroom very dirty, woodwork decayed.
d with tape,
A1l fixtures £ilthy, sink waste wrappe
Elumbing basement toilet out of repair and closed,

Housekeepin condit
ve C

whole puild
matresses,
smell of ga

Rental reported by
(estimnted

ion
dren und

ing in
bug infes

pssessment

er 5 yea
fested W
ted an

s from hose

12 persons

gas hoses under pressure.

in basement IXoOmS,

rs living
and rats,

ith bed bugs
d dirty,
under pressurce.

Improvements = $2,550.00
tenant) - $55,00 per mo

in receipt of shelter

nth,
allowancc)
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DISTRICT 2 800 Block Hornby Street (Report No. 87)

Occupants 21 (14 male, 7 female)

Accommodation 1 living room, 1 kitchen, 7 bedrooms, 9 house-

keeping rooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 toilet rooms.

Sanitary Conveniences 2 W, c's, 9 sinks, 2 baths, 1 basin.

Exterior Foundations poor, building one foot out of plumb
at rear,
No eaves troughs or down pipes,
Exterior trim decayed and falling away,
Gencral dilapidation.

Interior Floors and stairs out of level,
doors and windows ill fitting (scttlement),
plaster cracked, paper loosc and very dirty,

Plumbing Toilet bowl on rcar porch rcmovad, and
conncction opcn to scwor,
laundry trays crackecd and lcaking.

Housckeceping condition
Rooms airty, some dark rooms,
First floor bathroom locked, uscd by tenant only.

As'scssment Land - $9,345.00 Improvements - $2,400.00,
Rental (reportcd by tenant) - $65.00 pcr month.

DISTRICT 3 400 Block, Kcefcr Stroct (Report No. 130)

Occupants 10 (4 malecs, 3 childron undecr 10, 3 childrcn
under 16) - Chincsce. '

Accommodation 1 bed living room, 1 kitehon, 1 bedroom,
1 housckcoping room, 1 bathroom.

Sanita;gﬁConvonioncos 1 w.c, 1 sink, 1 bath.

ExtorioX Foundation DPOOT, housc out of plumb, :
supportcd by ad joining building, roof lcaking,

no cavaes troughs OT down pipcs,
porchcs and steps in statc of collapse,

general dilapidatione.

A1l in bad shape, plastor padly crackecd and

Intcrior
dirtye
inz 1ls
gink wastc brokon and lcaking into walls,
LRt and drains undcr puilding; toilct conncctions
1caking and ticd with cloth; watcr supply
almost nil.
dition : Ji
Housckwp%ron occupy ONc room Opening on to the
fathcr's roome.
> - 600.00
5 3 nd - $610.00 Tmprovements = _. 8 g
Asscssmont ggntal (roportod py tcnant - $15,00 por monthe

by b

fo propuis | han G
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DISTRICT 4

Occupants

S

600 Block East Hastings (Report No. 160)

20 (14 males, 3 females, 3 children under 10 yrs.)

cc
Accommodation 1 living room, 1 kitchen, 8 bedrooms, 1 house-

keeping room, 1 barber shop, 1 taxi office,

1 bathroom.

Sanitary conveniences 2 w.c's, 1 w.c. outside, 3 sinks, 1 bath.

Dxterior

Interior

Plumbing

Roof leaking, no eaves trou i

. or down pil
broken windows, woodwork ba%g, s
general dilapidation,

Very old and dirty.

Bath waste leaks through ceiling,
sink wrapped with cloth.

Housekeeping conditions

Assessment

DISTRICT 5

Occupants

Accommodation 6 living rooms, 5 kitchens,

sanitary Conveniences

Sleeping rooms rented at $1.00 per week,

Barber shop run by Japanese woman, 3 living

rooms at rear, 2 are dark, occupied by man and

wife and 2 boys. Toilet for Barber shop and

Taxi office in building at rear in filthy condition.

Tand - $1,535.00 Improvements - $1,450.00
Rental (reported by tenants) - $47.00 per month,
(2 men in receipt of shelter sllowance)

1700 Block W. 2nd Ave; 1700 Block Pfnc; .5 dvcllings
on 2 lots (Reports NOS. 183-7)

33 (9 males, 9 females, 5 children under 10, 10
children under 16)

15 bedrooms, S5 bath-
IroonS »
5 we c's, O sinks, 5 baths, 3 basins.

Exterior

Interior

Plumbing

Housckeeping conditions : R
i cd with bced bugs and cockroacincs,
Four houscs infest ,l y £ilthy i +h

Aasessmont

Roof leaking, no eaves troughs or down pipes,
foundations poor, Some buildinzs out of plumb,
All steps end porches 1in state of collapse.
A11 trim decayed and falling off.

General dilapidation.

all plaster cracked and dirty,
some ceilings wet from leaks,

posts decayed in some cases,
very unsatisfactory conditions.
All in deplorable condition, fixtureS brokecn,
and wrappcd with cloth ctc.

ovidencc of rats; houscs arc goncra 1
damp oOr floodecd bascmcntse
Improvcments - $2,550.00

Lend - $1,010.00

Rental (reported by tonants) - 61.50 per nonth.
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xterior
The exterior appearance of practically every building

/ Appearance
PP examined is deplorable, Usually the worst sections are the

fron
Whilg 2gge§e%r steps and porches. Roofs are generally bad
or m is in a state of dccay. i
Thigaiggé?%igas1apparently been attempted for ;gny §ga§2palrs
IRt n is of course common to very many dwellinJ;

e not actually covered by the survey. ¥

Interior Generall
; y speaking interior conditi -
Appcearance outside appearance of the buildings, diitlziz EZiﬁ;cgrzhe

visible on every hand.

Condition The main structure of most buildings 1is fairly sound,

of although in some cases failure of foundations has caused the

structures dwelling to fall out of plumb with subsequent tilting of

floors end straining of the interior structure.

Plumbing 0f all the features exemined, the sanitary conditions

Housekeep-

of these dwcllings are the most de lorable In man

the plumbing is angiont and badly %attored: toilctsf g?iig
qnd baths are leaking and oftcn patched with putty or rags.
1uch illegal plumbing has been installed without vents, SO
Fhat sefer gas comes directly into the fixtures. Thesé
installations also constitute a grave danger of back syphonage
of sewage or waste water, Among the illegal plumbing i
installations are Japanese baths. These are invariably
connected to the plumbing in the house by simply breaking a
hole }n the soil pipe, thereby venting sewer gas into the
puilding. The odour of cooking gas is often noticeable

owing to defective rubber hose.

Tn the strict sense of the word a condition of over-

crowding does not exist but the buildings in which large

-ing
ally utterly unsuited

GConditions numbers of persons reside are gener
ginally puilt as family

for such a purpose, having been ori
dwellings and theilr conversion crea
state of affairs. There is a greatl
veniences and facilities for the storage and cOOKINg of

REOde LU 1S impossible in this summary to give full details
These can be obtained from the

of housckeeping conditionse.

jndividual survey sheets which show unsatisfactory basement
quarters, the crowding of children and adults, and in some
cases dwellings infested with vermine

tes a most unsatisfactory
1ack of sanitary con-

ows that in most cases sheds, walks and
te of collapse ghile the yards arec of ten

Sheds,walks The survey sh
dding to the general squalor

and fences fences are in a sta

filled with debris, thereby a
of the surroundingsSe.

Dotails of porsons on relicf or in receipt of shglter
the dwellings surveyed, verc

Pcrsons
on allowances OT pensions, living in _ L, ©
Relief difficult to obtain, but from tho information gatpercd 5
suggested there are SOmC 200 persons including children in this
catcgory.
Asscssment, In conncction @gith 176 dwollings exanincd, the asscssed
follows: : T
et value. be 00 = Imnrovomonts - @169,500.00 Total,670,030.u
) 33,256 .95

$500,550.00 ...

for 1940 - 00...“!.' LI -
ares are given &S

Rentals Land -
to 4% rebate; 1o fig

cross taxX ratc :
(this figurc is subjcct
o 2 ts show a grossS rental of

nformation gathered from tenan
é55,128.00 or 9.4% of the assessed value.

n of the reports show &

ned; usually larger renta 3T
regardless of the condition ©

wide variatio

1s are paid wher

An exaninatio
f the buildinge

rentals obtal
ings are sub-let,
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e Tax Sale A seperate report is attached covering such dwellings
= \ Lends included in the survey as are now owned by the City.
-:‘ Demolitions It will be noted that in the survey some 33 dwellings
zf( are recommended for demolition. Those arc rocciving the
4¢!#¢€5 | attention of the Building Dcpartment,.
*;fﬁ j Rospoectfully submitted,
He L. Corecy, Chairman,
Building, Civic Planning and
Parks Committcc.
Stowart lurray,
Medical Health Officer.
Androw Haggart,
Building Inspcctor.
o ATH:P
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Building Dcpartment Novombgr 20,1940
’ L]

Report of City Owncd Promisc
s
included in Housing Survoy

Attontion is callcd to the fact that i
5 ncludcd in
Egioz?rvcy arc 11 proportics owncd by tho City and listcd

5 The 11 dwcllings housc some 79 adults and 21 childron;
8 pcrsons arc recportcd to bc on rcliof, Many of tho prcmiscs
arc in a doplorablc condition. ;

onc very bad cxample of thcsc City owncd houscs 1s
Report No. 168, 1232 Powcll Strcet. Foundations, oxtorior and
roof arc all in a very bad condition; tho intcrior very dilep-
jdatecd, and cxccodingly filthy; tho plunbing 1is also in a
doplorablo'stato with lcaky conncctions. Tt is occupicd by
6 adults and 6 children; the family is on relief.

) The City is in receipt of a monthly rental amounting

to 4175, but it may be pointed out that some of the dwellings are
sub-let as evidenced from information received on Report No. 3
where the City rent is 15, but the occupants of the house pay

a combined rental of $29.

Report NO. Location

3 515 Hamilton

flgr 717 Cembile

21 745 Cambie

B4 534 Homer

42 951 Richards

46 526 Homer

54 1.859 Richards

60 1027 Richards
168 12%2 Powell
198 n34 West 6th Ave.

1862 East 250th Ave.

207




Building Department,
City Hall,
Nov, 20th, 1940.

To the Chairman & lMembers

of the Building, Civic Plannin
and Parks Commi%tee. .

Gentlemen:

I beg to submi : p
the recent Housing Surveys it the following suplementary comments on

The survey has been confined to building '
. s which are
obviously down at heel and_no attempt made to inspect a%l such buildings

in the various districts, it may be said
amined could be tripled.. J showever, that the number ex-

Obviously in many cases the tenants are not in t
places'by choice, bgt from necessity,and the rentals obtained grehigi
cogduglve to owners‘keeping the buildings in a state of repair. The
buildings are principally rented properties, from which the owners
probebly received a nominal rental, while the lessee sublets the rooms
in an endeavour to make & living.

The survey has centered mainly on properties contained
in business districts where assesscd improvements are low in comparison
to land vaelues. This is possibly the reason for such dilepidated condi-
tions,and a feeling among property owners that the revenues derived do
not warrant any expenditure on the buildings.

The development of these business sections with the
resultant high speculative real estatc values,caused rcsidents to erect
dwellings in other parts of ‘the City, the remc.ining houses are rented
and generally allowed to deteriorate until they reached their present
stage. The Zoning By-law aids in the prevention of & similar condition

crising in the future.

ey I remark there can be no suggestion that Vancouver
is in any sense & City of slums. The approximate number of dwcllings
crected, or in course of erection, in Vancouver is 53,582 and of thcse
only 207 have been surveyed; even if this number where increeased to
2000 it would only represent &bout 3.7 per cent of the total number.

The figures quoted bclow give some indication of the
cpproximate number and relative valuc of dwglllngs,together with the
number of licensed Apartments.etc. in the City.

Avrproximate number of dwellings = 53,582
(%gcember 31st 1939)'hpproximate number $3000 or less, 46,346
Houses erected during 1940, 1346 ;average cost=$2740.00
M —1h/1940-“uMber licensed Aparpments etc. - i,ggg
ol " = L Lodging houses - )

| d ttention to the fact thet
also like to draw & en a the.
Mg te brings about the demolition or closing

of & number of premisea,it mey be exceedingly aifficult, under prescnt

conditions, for the occupants to find more suitable accgmngftég?yelsc-
where, &8 there seems to be still & ghortage of hozses lnant; i
ﬂvailéble at a rental commensurate with the present occup )

if a standard of Housing By-law

Yours reapectfully,

ol - -, - ™ W et
" ,,_'-F- ‘-*‘.- . :_‘“/L

BUILDIKNG INSFECTOR.
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RE HOUSING SURVEY

Memorandum on Health Conditions

A check on health conditi ati
the partial survey reveals the foligﬁinzflatlve HSuihaganes gevared. by

Tuberculosis

The survey covers certain :
school di i A \
tuberculosis cases in those districts shows t§$r§3§ioiﬁigf T

T.B. Cases Other
School Positive Sputum T.B. Cases T.%?t%;ses

Lord Roberts 7 7

Dawson - Aberdeen 3 72 7

Central School 6 68 34

Strathcona 5 101 .

Seymour McDonald o ] s .56 122
27 _380_ 407

In the district West of Beatty Street 126 houses were

vere surveyed
and a2 check with lkmown ceses of tuberculosis re;eeled only three casesyin
these houses--two in one and one in another. This is not to say that
there are no other cases, unknown %o the Department.

It is a fact that there is a greater proportion of tuberculosis
cases in this area than other parts of the City. Many of them are single
persons who, by reason of their disease, are in poor financial circumstances
and live in the rooming-house district as being the limit of their means.

Many others are transients.
be the result of environment.
an aclknowledged over-crowded

alarmo

The disease would therefore not appear to
However, the presence of so meny CaSe€s in
area cannot but be viewed with a degree of

Physical Defects Found in Schools

A study of the medical reports of these schools does not
an abnormel number of defects requiring correction.

show

Venerezl Diseases

The list of venereal disease cases received monthly from the
Division of Venereal Disease Control shows that the preponu%pgnc? O£-0a§es
attending the Clinic reside in the district under survey. -hls is due in
part to the economic status of the people reslicing ?here,fwnp%e ?Qly 5
possible source of treatment would be the Free Clinic, and al?g:fggst:Lcl
strata to which many of them belong, with certain tendencies apparently

inseparable from it.

Communicable Diseases

gaid that there is a large number of commgn@caile
jed condlitlons

However, the over—crove

It cannot be
d of disease spoulc an

reported from this area. : . "
disease P y be a serious factor in the spree

would undoubtedl
outbreak occurle.

Transients
In.Ehe district West of Bute Streetl, there %; %,SQQ?Ul :%HﬁiLk“L
only 150 are constant throughout the year. his
in this rooming-house area.

of 800, and of these,
shows %he drifting nature of

Nature of Population . ¥ .
of single men and women find qua:}wig i%i R?r;;
A 1so evidence of broken homes, gug.u by ;u; azse
hich 1is brought to the §tpgut%gn of the Healtl
vices of the Mental Hygienist.

the pOpulation

+

occurrence
Unit office,
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Thi 11 t1
e othe;:iggn;éﬁlon arises through the concentration in one
properly house a fﬁmii Or,l?8§ homeless people, in quarters too meagre to
Theggang elemen% 0} img;odgﬁllnaaequate Yo provide proper parental control.
- e p Y controlled children is very much in

Orientals

ks oy

The over-crowding in unfit
X ] 1§ premises seems to be
from the Oriental life. Thils, together with the fact that the children

of both Chinese and Japanese are compelled to attend schools for their

own nationals in the evenings offers 2 combination of over-work and

poor environment which cannot but be detrimentzl to the health of the
children.

inseparable

otewart Murray,
Medical Hezlth Officer.

Nov.25/40.
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H. L. Corey

N ey

ALDERMAN

action might be taken before the end O

R

VANCOUVER.B.C.

November 18, 1940

His Worship the Mayor and
Members of the Building, Civic
Planning and Parks Committee.

Your Worship and Gentlemen:

Today the Committee, which has been supervising
the housing survey, is submitting its preliminary report. A
more detailed report, together with findings, will be avall-
able to all Aldermen not later than Wednesday of this week.
I hope that these will be studied carefully.

A reference to the terms of appointment of this
Sub-Committee would not indicate that they included the duty
of making recommendations. Therefore, I would recommend that
this same Sub-Committee be empowered to compile a draft for a
proposed Standard of Housing By-Law, similar in some respects
to that in force in Toronto, but with certain modifications,
to allow for different climatic and other conditions.

I would further recommend that a special meeting
of the Building, Civic Planning and Parks Commlttee be called
for next Monday morning, November 25th, to consider the full
report, as well as the advisability of the adoption of the pro-

posed By-Law,.

T would not like to see the matter unduly hurried,

and believe that it should be given very serious consideration.
However, a report has been delayed to some extent because Mr.
Startup, the Surveyor, was delayed in his work for several weeks,
by having to do the work of another member of the staff who was

311,

I would appreciate 1t very much if some finallity

might be reached wlthin a reasonable period, so that appropriate
f this year's work.

Sincerely yours,

‘%‘ \H. i. Corey

ALDERNMAN

RECEIVED

y CITY CLERIK
MOV 1 8 1940

el BEFERRED TO

5 " i
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CITY OF

Building OFFICE

Chairman and Members 6f the

-
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Vancouven B.C.
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REFERRED TO

VANCOUVER

CITY HALL

November 15th, 1940,

Building, Civic Planning and

Parks Committee,
Ccity Hall.

Dear Sirs:

Re: Survey for gtandard of Housggg_ay-law

The Undersi

gned Committee who were appointed by Co

uncil
prehensive housing survey

on June 17th, 1940, to arrange for a com
so as to provide the necessary

in certain sections of the

details for consideration in con
establish a stendard of housing by-

Te Ro Startup of ©

The services of M
were secured for this work

their appP
out the difficult task ass

A total of 207 dwe
different sections of the
to the exterior, interior,
examined, together with
ditions of the occupantse

The survey h

are preparing a deta
pbe placed 1in the hands ©O

the 1nformation ge

meeting of
full report, a

TH OFL JCER

]
reciation of the manner

information regar

as only just bee
jled statement, copie
£ the Aldermen, howe

thered  is of

the Council s ould b
nd therefore resp

city,
nection with the proposal to

law, beg to report as follows:

he Health Department

and the Committee wish to express
in which MIe Startup carried

jgned him.

11ings have been investigated in six
city, and details are now available as

and sanitary conditions of the premises
ding housekeeping con=

n completed and the committee

s of which will shortly
ver the committee feel
that a special

nd discuss the
this be done.

such jmportance
e called to examine a
ectfully recommend that

nespectfully submitted,

CHALRMAN, BUILD NG, GIVIC PLANNING
& PARKS COMMITTEE
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RECEIVED

By CITY CLERK
2 1950;)

~EFERRED TO % 1A

Vancouvia B.C,

CITY OF VANCOUVER

Building OFFICE
CITY HALL

November 24, 1939.

,Building, Civic Planning
/ and Parks Committee,
City Hall.

AT R

-;.; '- Dear Sirs:

b
g The Special Committee appointed to investigate and repo
4 eport
upon the feasibility of establishing a standerd of Housing By-law
gsimilar to the one in operation in the City of Toronto, and to
prepaere a draft by-law for the consideration of Council, beg: to |

report as follows: ;
;

| A great deal of information regarding housing conditions in
i certain sections of the City has been accumulated in recent yeaTsSe.
: These records are, however, mainly devoted to the general appearance
and squalor of certain premises and the over-crowding and unfortunate ;
condition of the occupants, There is a great lack of technical
details necessary %o determine what repalrs would be required to

raise the standard of such pbuildings.

B

Poor housing conditions in Toronto and Vancouver ere much |
alike in many ways but climatic conditions play an important part
end while a stendard of housing py-law for Vancouver would be
gimilar in form, there would probably be considerable variation

in detail .

The Committee has considered the problem from every angle and .
echnical details it would be

feel that withoutl these necessary t (At would B8
more or less useless to attempt to draft a by-law at the present |

time.
+} |

h The Committee beg" to recommend therefore, that when the |
estimetes for 1940 are being reviewed, mos? favorable consideration ;

he

inclu&ed in the i

etent to survey P
be given to the appointment of a person combD 3 | o
1 s and report fully upon the structu;al and sa;h o
dition of such p}emi her details &S to the socils ;
g of the occupents; '
P B o is B iad ¢ taff of the’Euildinf pepartment |
CO“'\:JI‘
for a period of six months, and t :
the salary of such inspector for this period be

nitary con- ; .
dwelling B Bt -
e & e the person SO |
hed to the S >
ted to be attac S ok omawnt S ssesaary to
1940 estimates of the Departmente | %
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Building, Civic Planning
and Parks Committee, -2- November 24, 1939,

It is felt that the information
obt
undoubtedly warrant definite action be1nga%2§gnigo;gizsmggner bt
establishment of a housing standard. i
9

Respectfully submitted,

. “'_-‘.". o

CORPORATION COUNSEL )




