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Kootenay’s Position as to
the Japanese

When it became necessarv as a
matter of national security that the
Japanese should be quickly evacuated
from the British 'Columbia Coast the
people of Kootenay acquiesced, as a
war measure only, in the establish-
ment in this district of the largest sin-
gle groups of these people—about 40
per cent of the total then in the Pro-
vince.

That the Japanese were to be lo-
cated here for the duration only was

' elearly and distinctly understood. If

there had been any suggestion that
Japanese groups might become per-
manent residents of Kootenay there
would have been such an uprising of
public opinion as would have forced
the Government to carry out the more
difficult policy of distributing the Jap-
anese in small groups through other
Provinces of Canada or of interning
them in concentration camps in the
wilds. Some other Provinces refused
to accept them under any conditions.
They did not want any part of them,
and said so with a force which im-
pressed Ottawa.

It was, said some of the other Pro-
vinces, British Columbia’s problem,
not theirs. In that view they were
wrong. Immigration has always been
under Federal control. The Federal
Government admitted the Japanese,
against the often exprfessed ‘;.Jrotesfs
of the British Columbia Legislature
and without taking advantage of the
suggestion that was made by the Im-
perial Government in London t}}at
Canada pass a Natal Act. Very defin-
itely and very completely, the Japan-
ese are a Dominion pl:oblem. The baby
belongs to other Provm.ces as much as
to British Columbia, which never want-
ed them, never liked th.em. and tl.me
after time passed exclusion acIts which
were disallowed by the Canadian Fed-
eral Government. :

Kootenay cooperated. Kootenay, in
effect, said we don't wz?n!: these peo-
le, but you—the Dominion Govern-
R t—may send them here for the
menont emergency, always providing

E 4
pl'fi? clearly understood that you take
S : 2 Y a3 bd .
i;,m away when the emergency is
the Ve
opver.

Once rid of the Japanese the Coast
cities declared that they never would
permit their return. There would be
bloodshed in Vancouver if the Japan-
ése were sent back, said one member
In the House of Commons last session.

Other Canadian Provinces continue
to say they will not accept them, except
in relatively small groups to carry on
work currently Necessary
duct of the war. :

Hence has arisen the demand that
all the Japanese be sent to Japan when
the war ends. That might be a practical
zolution, but it does not seem to be so.
Seven or eight thousand of the 25,000
Japanese were born in Canada, about
an equal number are British subjects
by naturalization. Unless we propose
to rewrite international law, and de-
part from basic British principles of
citizenship of which we are proud, we
cannot deport a Canadian citizen. We
can cancel naturalization if an indj-
vidual proves unworthy, but should
We cancel for racial reasons?

We might deport Japanese nation-
als, but that would only be nibbling at
the problem.

to the con-

Out of this situation comes the sug-
gestion that the Japanese be distribut-
ed in small groups throughout the Do-
minion. That appears to be a sensible
plan. In small groups, the Japanese
would not present the racial and eco-
nomic problem that 25,000 of them
created at the Coast. But, supposing
that we do so distribute them, will
they remain where we place them? The
more widely they were distributed, the
smaller the number in any one group,
the greater would be the difficulties of
control. Permanent freezing of any
Japanese family or: group of families
to any one place would not for long
in peacetime be approved by Canadian
public opinion—and it would take an
army of police to enforce the policy.

The records show that the Japan-
ese prefer the Pacific Coast. They did
not spread into various parts of Can-
ada as did other immigrants. If dis-
tributed throughout the country as a
postwar policy, would it be long before
they were again a trial and a tribula-
tion to our people on the Pacific Coast?

Kootenay’s position is clear. Wheth-
er they return to the Coast, whence
they were unloaded on us, - whether
they are spread all over the country, or
whether they go to Japan is not as
directly our concern s it is to insist
that the Dominion Government carry
out its agreement to remove them from
their temporary homes in Kootenay
immediately peace is signed, or as much
sooner as national safety will permit.

This Federal Government problem
must not be left on our lap.
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Our Stake in the War

At the instance of the City Engincer, il is reported, the

.L\.vl‘IS()l] Board of Trade has decided to reconsider a resolu-

ton urging the removal of Japanese Canadians from - the
'K(ml'cn:t.\'.s and if possible fron Canada at the end of the

j war, The Board will pursue its discussions turther before
| taking any action in conneectj m with its recent resolution.

Credit is certainly due to t5e Nelson Engineer, who, as
{ befits his profession, is more prepared to be guided by sim-

p.](- reason and common sense and Jess by a confused emo-
tional prejudice than would appear to be true of some of the
trade board members.

| e is anxious that the sins of a foreign government
should not be visited upon peaceful residents of this coun-
try, who are themselves wholly innocent of any indictable
crime, He believes that the rights and privileges of any
minority group should be protected against attacks by fas-
cist-minded individuals, And taking a stand against the ex-
ploitation of Japanese Canadian evacuees, he urges that
clear thinking be employed to find a just and workable so-
lution of an admittedly-complex problem.

Most important, the Kngineer puts his finger upon sthe
root of the question when he declares that this is not a war
of “nation against nation.” It is one of “ideals against bru-
tal ideologies.”” And the inference is that the resolution pre-
viously adopted by the Nelson Board is (m)re\'-(:c)mpaliblc
with jusll those “brutal ideologies” than it iy with ‘the “id-
eals” for which our fighting men are winning viclory after
victory now on many far-flung fronts. Y 2

J"

For our part, we Japanese Canadians can tak“c_._;_his same .
deelaration very much to heart as a sober and penetrating
reminder of our own stake in the war between democracy
and faseism. True at times in our viewpoint the “democra-
tic ideals” have been sadly obscured, and the issue has ap-
peared to be essentially nothing more than an “anti-Japan-
ese” war. But we can be sure, as a correspondent also in-
forms us in his letter, that “the majority of the people.
through too silent to be very .L‘I}C(I’llrll.g‘il'lg, can be depended
upon to be fair-minded in a erisis.’

When they do speak out, as the Nelson City Engineer
has done, we can be genuinely encouraged to  retain  our
faith in the ultimate victory of the “ideals’” over tl}c “brutal
ideologies’” and to do our utmost ourselves to bring about
that triumph.
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COUNCIL OPPOSES ‘EXILE
Spread ’Em Out Thin” Policy
| Jrged for Japs In Canada

By ERIC BRODERICK.
Treat the Japanese race in the

e s

Columnist Says Montreal N 1selettes

: T Newanadrar, Sep A-53
As “Canadian as Maple Sugar

(From the Montreal Standard)
(DOROTHY SANGSTER in her column, OUR MONTREAL)

| portation. Most of the Japanese

1

Jnited States and Canada as you

vould A lump of rationed butter:
ipread it out thin,

This is the idea of Vancnuveﬁ

minority here who can not claim
cltizenship are good members

of society, however, the council
says,

“Why should you write about
us? After all we're just starting
to give blood to the Red Cross, and
there are hundreds other Canadians

audience has given me this blood.
Thank you.,” That made me feel
pretty guilty. I'm going with
Nete

next week,”
".;Onsultalive Council, an unoffi. | Expulsion or exile for the . who have been giving it for HOMESICK FOR B.C.
lal organization “for ‘-'”'”I’C‘I'éltinn? Japanese would necessitate inonths.”

!‘..' wartime problems of Canadian |
vitizenship” headed by Dr. Nnr-if
nan Fergus Black, retired prin- |

|

the adoption of Nazi pringi-
ples, would he incongruous “in
ah empire that Ifself is chiefly

That's how we were greeted the
other evening by three young Ja-
panese Canadians who have only

Speaking of British Columbia
is apt to make Nete’ Joyce and
Ru.t h considerably  homesick.

" et X - . . - s
dpal of Kitsilano High School ‘.‘l)im-md’ lnml "’_‘F“" also com- recently come to Montreal from 'tr,h(‘bf‘ "‘0 -‘:'“f_l:lﬂd?l.\ f!;f.‘e_ from bit-
md prominent B.C. educational-| Picate the making of a dir- British Columbia under the B.C. erness concerning: their enforced

ist, and including in its 50 mem-|
P€Is some of this city’s best !
fnown business, teaching and re- |
ligious personalitie ’

able peace, Dr, Black said,

MANY ASK EXPULSION,
Dozens of organizations, hows-

ever, have gone on record as

Security Plan. Their names? Nete
Tkeda, Joyce Tkeda and Ruth Ishi-
hara, and they're as Canadian as
maple sugar. Nete we first heard

exile, hut they're a little worried
about what’s going to happen after
the war’s over, “Some people don't
want us back in B.C., “Ruth said.

The council’s recommenda- | demanding “The Japs be sent of through the blood transfusion LS’L""".I“'I‘”;I'Q'}‘:"O" Jt.h”‘k we ought
tons which brand theories of | hack to Japan.” The Union of centre on St. Catherine Stret, and O“J‘? "e”., HRESALD apan.”
leportation as “Nazi-like” and | B.C. Municipalities, at its con- apan? What on earth would

‘entirely unconstitutional,”
suggest that we should over- |
come social prejudice against |
Japanese-Canadian interma i
tlage, have been put before |

and .

vention last week, passed a reso-
lution calling for .their “expul-
sion” from Canada.

A. W, Neill (Independent, Co-
mox-Albeérni) told the House of

when we droped in to se her, Joy-
ce (her sister) and Ruth (her
friend) were all spending a quiet
evening at home,

All three girls were enthus-
iastic about the Red Cross and

we do in Japan?” Joyce asked.
“We belong here. We're
dians.”. —

Nete told us that the 200 to 300
young Nisei in Montreal think the

Cana~

Premier John Hart and the | Commons that he would sub- blood transfusions to help save people here are swell, “Only some
Vancouver City Council. ecribe to a plan for separation of Canada’s wounded. of them,” she laughed, “apparently

: the western provinces from East- “ ) was Deéver saw a Japanese Canadian
DEPLORE PREJUDICE. B : It doesn’t hurt at all. T was 2

Strong criticism of the present |

| ern Canada if the Japanese prob-

lem were thrown back into B.C.'s

quite surprised’ said Nete who had
already given her first pint of

before. They take one look at our
faces, and they speak broken En-

relocation and interment camp | lap. b : s T lish to u thi like, “Ye¢

P , lood and is waiting to give her Bli S ... things like, u
system of handling évacuated | Members of the Consultative '10(;t 3 3 likee Montreal 2" and “What placee
Japanese is offered by the coun- Council’s executive, including | ;

cil,

“We are ‘de-Canadianizing’
them in far shorter time than
it took to instill into them the
Canadian’® outlook many of
them already had,” Dr. Black
charges,

*The people’s initiative, inde-
pendence and industry are being
demoralized. Their children,
heretofore conspicuous for free-
dom from juvenile delinquency,

are growing up in conditions that | °

can not fail to produce anti-|
social results. These people |
should be self-supporting and bei
carrying their own share of pub-;
lic taxes,” the doctor states. .-

Education of Japanese youths |
in the same schools with Cana- |
dian boys and girls, equality in!
social contacts and membership |
in the same trade unions are |
ways of making the Japanvser
good, solid citizens, the group|
believes,

DISSOLVE JAP RACE. j |
- Brietly; thelr-proposal Is that]
the Japanese race in Canada be |
“dissolved” by simply planting a |
few families in each ci't.y until |
the group ‘disappears.” Resi-|
dents of Japanese origin, of
which there are about 23,000 in |
Canada, represent only ono-ﬁrth;
of 1 per cent, of the total
population.

Rev. G. Hayden Stewart, Laura .
Jamieson, M.L.A., Mrs. R.C. W¢ .
don, D. R. Poole, Rev. Hugh M.
Rae, Helen Hurd and Carleton St,
C. Clay, endorse Dr. Black's
analysis of the situation.
“Fundamentally,” he says,
“the problems have arisen from
an abnormal geographical and
occupational concentration of the
Japanese. The obvious remedy
is geographical and occupational
dispersion.”

“Gosh, I hope my blood will be
dll right!” put in Ruth, “If it’s not
right, T Intend to eat vitamin pills
or something until it is. I'd be aw-
fully proud to wear that silver bu.
tton they give you when you’ve do-
nated six pints of blood.”

“I went to the movies a ‘7hile
ago,” Joyce said, “and it showed
a wounded man getting a blood
transfusion, and he sat up and
said, “Maybe one of you in this

A N AN RPN WAENE RN & A7)
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| e at points where they‘

value to the t:t'Juntr:,r..i

not be exploited;, he assd
Lengthy  discussion,
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the floor.

An ash pan was upended in the
middle of the floor and coal was
dumped among the ashes. A Santa
Claus suit used for Christmas con~

Appearance of the spilled sandwich
spread and water on the kiichen
floor indicates that it was compara-
tively recent,

About three years ago vandals

you belong ?” It’s kind of silly. Bat
I guess they forget that we were
brought up just like their
children in Canadian schools.”

Then, as we left, she switched
back to the blood transfusion bus-
iness. “I forgot to say it's a good
place to coma for the second cup
of coffee. Good, big steaming cups,
Just as soon as the transfusion is
over. And I'm not fooling—it really
doesn’t hurt a bit.”
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