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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES

OTTAWA ’

Auvgust 17th, 1942.

792-17-1

Dear Sir,

Adverting to your letter of the 10Oth
instant, file J.R. 6882-42, and my reply of the
13th instant, I beg to inform you that confir-
mation has now been received from the Japanese
Fishing Vessels Disposal Committee that transfer
of custody of the remaining Japanese fishing
vessels from Naval Service to the Custodian of

Enemy Property was completed on the 5th instant.

Yours truly,

,//iag§3ﬂ§;25(s/tqe24/ééb~ﬂ - .
D. H. Sutherland,

Acting Deputy Minister.

E. Miall, Esq.,
Assistant Deputy Minister,
Department of Justice,
Ot tawa,
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES

OTTAWA
August 13th, 1942. e
792-17-1 | ’ ARBREA
I\ \_‘C&\

Dear Sir,

In reply to your letter of the 10Oth
instant, file J.R. 6882-42, I would state that
while the Japanese Fishing Vessels Disposal
Cormittee was requested to make arrangements
with the local Naval authorities and the Custodian
of Enemy Property, pursuant to Order in Council
P.C. 6247 of July 20th, whereby the vessels and
equipment remaining undisposed of at July 31lst
would be turned over to the Custodian, it is
understood that it was not until August S5th that
all Naval personnel was relieved from duties in
connection with the custody of the vessels.

This Department is immediately obtaining

confirmation of this understanding from the Japanese
Fishing Vessels Disposal Committee.

Yours truly,

D. H. Sutherland,
Acting Deputy Minister.

E. Miall, Esq.,
Assistant Deputy Minister,
Department of Justice,
Ot tawa,.
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Augugt 10th 432,

J.R. 6882-42

Re: Dispogsal of Japaneses Pishing Vessels

Dooar Sir:

I acknowledge your letter of
July 25%h, together with copy of Order in
Councll P.C. 6247, dated July 20th, enclosed
therewith, ~

I should bo glad if you would
advise me whether it has boen found poossible
to relieve the Nevol perconnel gharpod with
the safskeeping of Japancss fishing vossels
on the '"est Coast, from their duties in this
connestion,

Yours truly,

7

bl SIS
.1 Y
l'—-‘.e "/'}.Jé‘?ﬁ]i

Assistant Deputy Uinister.

The Deputy Uinister,
Doportment of Tisheries,
0ttt awa.

Departent of Justice

AUG 11 194

RIL.::(-J‘\)‘ a A<Y
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July 25th, 1942,

Dear Sir:

Adverting to recent correspondence, your
file JR6882-12, regarding proposed arrangements for
turning over to the Custodian of Enemy Property such
Japanese owned vessels and equipment that may remain
undisposed of as of July 31st, 1942, and which are
presently under the supervision of the Japanese Fishing
Vessel Disposal Committee, I beg to enclose herewith,
in case it has not already come before you, mimeographed
copy of Order in Council dated July 20th, P.C. 6247, by
which such arrangements are authorized.

It will be observed that this arrangement
contemplates release of naval personnel bresently assigned
to safeguarding the vessels.

This Department has communicated with the
Committee to the end that it will collaborate at once with
the local representative of the Custodian and the Local
Naval Authorities for placing the vessels and equipment
with the Custodian as contemplated by the Order.

Yours truly,

D! BP Finn’ .
Deputy Winister.

F. P. Varcoe, Esq., K.C.,
Deputy Minister of Justice,
Ottawa, Ontario.

002004



s.23

002005



P,C. 6247

PRIVY COUNTIL
' CANADA
AT THE GOVERNMENT HOUSE AT OTTAWA

MONDAY, the 20th day of JULY, 1942
PRESINT

HIS EXCELLENCY
THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL

WHEREAS the Minister of Fisheries reports that by virtue
of the authority of Order in Council of December 16th, 1941,
P.C, 9761, vessels used or operated by persons of the
Japanese r ace within waters adjacent to the West Coast of

‘Canada were seized and detained;

That under the supervision of the Committee, under the
chairmanship of Honourable Justice Sidney A. Smith of
Vancouver, appointed by Order in Council of January 13th,
1942, P.C, 288, for the disposal of vessels and equipment so
seized and detained, 1,027 vessels of a total of 1,265
vessels registered with the Committee have been disposed of}

That under its terms of .reference the Cormittee so
organized the disposal arrangements to first assure that boats
and equipment would be available to the British Columbia fish-
ing industry as might be needed to maintain e ssential fish-
erles production; »

That the Committee has reported having achieved this
obJective up to the point where little further absorption may
be immediately expected by the British Columbia fishing
industry excepting such vessels as may be disposed of in the
course of the next two or three weeks;

That pursﬁant to the duty attached to its appointment,-
v To.report on steps that should be taken to

dispose of vessels which the present owners are

unable to sell, charter, lease or otherwise transfer,

the Committee has reported that while the market has not

The Honourable :

the Minister of Fisherie

002006
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yet been completely exhausted, the bulk of the remaining 238
vessels will have to be stored for a considerable period par-
ticularly as in general, the best vessels have already been
disposed of;

That the Committee is of the opinion, after consideration
of all factors involved, that responsibility for administration of
remaining boats and equipment might logically be turned over to the
Custodian of Enemy Property, who is now administering other
properties of persons of the Japanese race in British Columbia;
and

That it is important that personnel of the Depar tment of
National Defence for Naval Services, presently employed in the care
and maintenance of the remaining vessels, should be released for
urgent duties elsewhere at the earliest possible moment;

NOW, THEREFORE, His Excellency the Governor General in
Council, on the recommendation of the Minister of Fisheries,
concurred in by the Secretary of State and under and by virtue of
the powers conferred by the War Measures Act, Chapter 206, Revised
Statutes of Canada, 1927, is pleased, notwithstanding anything
contained in the Regulations established by Order in Council of
March 4th, 1942, P.C. 1665, as amended by Order in Council of
March 27th, 1942, P.C. 2483, to order and it is hereby ordered as
follows: I -

1, As a protective measure only all vessels and equipment
seized and detained under the authority of Order in Council
of December 16th, 1941, P.C. 9761, which have not been dis-
posed of under the supervision of the Committee appointed by
Order in Council of January 13th, 1942, P.C. 288, shall on
and after August lst, 1942, be vested in and subject to the
control and management of the Custodian, as defined in the
Consolidated Regulmtions Respecting Trading with the Enemy,
(1939); provided, however, that no commission shall be charged
by the Custodian in respect to such control and management.

2. : For the purpose of the control and management of such
property by the Custodian, the Consolidated Regulations
Respecting Tradimng with the Enemy, 1939, shall apply mutatis
mutandis, to the same extent as if the property belonged to
an enemy within the meaning of the sald Consolidated Regu-
lations, '

Se All unfinished business of such Committee in respect of
any vessels or equipment vested in the Custodian pursuant to
these Regulatlions, shall on and after August 1lst, 1¢42, be
transferred t o the Custodian,

4, Such arrangements as will make it possible for the
pre sent owners of any vessels or equipment vested in the




Custodian pursuant to this Order to freely
negotiate for charters, leases or sales of
such vessels and equipment as they own to
persons other than those of Japanese origin,
shall be made by the Custodian, provided that
the Custodian approves of such charters,
leases or sales, which approval shall be a
prerequlsite for the use of such vessels and
equipment in any capacity.

Signed A.D.P. Heeney
.. Clerk of the Privy Council

002008



OFFICE

792-17-1

BY HAND

Dear Sir,

The Deputy Minister,
Department of Justice,
Ottawa.

__-—-——"-——-

N e ¥
Department of Justics,
OF THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES JUL 16 1047
OTTAWA
.23 July 16th, 1942.

002009
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Yours truly,

P

FET
D, B Finné%ﬁ

Deputy Minister.

002010



Committee

JAPANESE FISHING VESSELS DISPOSAL COMMITTEE

svlle Mr. Jus tice Sidney Smith,

Chairman
Cdr. B.L. Johnson, D.S.0., R.C.N.R.

Kishizo Kimura 1528 Marine Building
AE. McMaster, Executive Assistant Vancouver, B.C.

TO THE REGISTRAR OF SHIPPING
VANCOUVER, B.C.

Sir,

Re Ex-Japanese Fishing Vessel:

Length: Breadth: Depth:
Engine:

The owner of this vessel, declines to sell at a
reasonable price.

whose signature,for identification purposes,

appears below, has offered to purchase the vessel for the sum of

& (Dollars (% ) which sum is considered reasonable

and has been accepted as the purchase price by this Committee and is
being held in trust by the Committee pending completionof Bill of
Sale.

You are requested to permit the purchaser

to operate this boat until the presently licensed owner

completes the execution of Bill of Sale or some other provision has

been made. - |
This letter is issued in duplicate, one copy of which

is to be retained in your £ilés; the other to be in the possession

of for clearance and navigation purposes.

Yours faithfully,
JAPANESE FISHING VESSELS DISPOSAL COMMITTEE

A.E. MclMaster
Executive Assistant

Signature of:

002011
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Order in Couincil authorizing that boats and equinaent oﬁ?
by persons of the Japanese race, be vested in and subject

to the control of ths Custodian of Enemy Property.

. | P, C. 6247

AT TIE COVERIT TUT IT0USE AT OTTAWA
I0IDAY, the R0th day of JULY, 1942
PRESIIT:
HIS EXCILLEICY
TIEE GO 3331:031 CuE?JJ 17 COULCIL:

WIEREAS the Iiinister of Fisheries revnorts
that by virtue of the authority of Order in Council
of Decenbver 16th, 1941, P,C, 9761, vessels us
_operated by persons of the Japanese race witain
waters adjacent to the.lest Coast of Canada were
seized and detained; '

That under the supervision of the Corriittee,
under the chairmanship of Fonourable Justice
Sidney A.Snith of Vancouver, appointed by Order in
Council of January 13th, 1942, 2.C, 283, for the disposal
of vessels and equipuent so seized and detained, 1,027 vessels
of a total of 1,265 vessels registered with the Committee
have been disposed of; '
) That under its terms of referecace the
Committee so organized the disposal arrangeients to first
assure that hoats and eguiprient would be availeble to the
British Coluabia fishinzy industry as night be needed to
maintain essential fisheries production;

That the Coamittee has reported having achieved

- this objective up to the point where little further

absorption nay be irmediately expected by the British Colunbia
fishing industry excepting such vessels as may be disposed of
in the course of the next two or three weeks ;

That pursuant to the duty attached to its
aphointnent, -

To report on steps that shiould be talen to disnoge
of vessels which the present owners are unable to sell,
charter, lease or otherwise transfer, the Comittee
has reported that while the narlket has not yet bveen
completely exhausted, the bulk of the remaining 833
vessels will have to be stored for a considerable
period particularly as in general, the best vessels
have already been disposed of;

That the Committee is of tlie opinion, after
ronsideration of all factors involved, that
responsibility for administration of remaining boats
and equipnent night logigally be turned over to the
‘Custodian of Enemy Property, who is now administering
otiier properties of persons of the Japanese race in

That/ 002012

British Colunbia; and




- 2 -
P. C, 6247

That 1t is izmortant that personnel of the
Department of National Defence for Naval Services,
presently employed in the care and maintenance of the
renaining vessels, should be released for urgent
Guties eclsewiaere at the earliest possible moment;

oW, TUEREFORI, HTis Ixcellency the Governor
General im Council, on the recomendation of the
Iinister of Fisheries, concurred in by the Secretary
of State and under and by virtue of the powers con-
ferred by the War lleasures Act, Chapter 206, Reviscd
Statutes of Canada 1¢27, is pleased, notwithstanding
anything contained in the Regulations-established”
by Order in Council of Ilarch 4th, 1942, P.C,1G65,
as anended by Order in Council of Ilarch 27th, 19423,
P,C., 2483, to order and it is hereby ordered as follows:

1. As a protective neadsure only all vessels
and equipnent seized and detained under the
authority of Order in Council of Deceriber 16th,
1941, P.C, ©761, which have not becn disposed
of under the supervision of the Co.mittee
appointed by Order in Council of Januvary 13th,
1942, P,C, 283, shall on and after August 1st,
1942, be vested in and subject to the coatrol
and nanagenent of the Custodian, as defined in

"the Consolidated Regulations Respecting Trading
with the Enemy, (1939); provided, however, that
no commission shall be charged by the Custodian
in respect to such control and management,

2o For the purpose of the control and manage-
ment of such property by the Custodian, the
Consolidated Regulavions Respecting Trading
with the Eneay, 19392, shall apply nutatis
rmatandis, to the sane extent as if the proserty
belonged to an enemy within the meaning of the
said Consolidated Regulations,

Se A1l uvnfinished business of such Con-

' mittee in respect of eny vessels or equipnent
vested in the Custodian »ursuant to thesc
Regulations, shall on and after Ausust Lst, 1942
be transferred to the Custodian, ~

]

4, Such arrangeqnents as will rnieke it possible
for the present owners of any vessels or
equipnent vested in the Custodian pursuant .
to this Order to freely negotiate for charters,
leases or sales of such vessels and eguiprnient as they
own to persons other than those of Japanecse origin,
shall be made by the Custodian, pdrovided that the
Custodian gpproves of such charters, leases -or
sales, which approval shall be a prerequisite for
thie use of such vessels and equipnent in any
capacity.

(03]

Sgde AeD.Pe.eeney -

Clerik of the Frivy Council,

002013




EAD/Mc. Ottawa,July 23rd.l1942.
s.23 .

MEMORANDUM FOR_THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE
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DYWM /BG $.23 July 9, 19k2.

&

MEMORANDUM FOR_THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE

J.R.6882-L2
Re: Custody of Japanese Fishing Vessels

D.W.M.

002016




DYH/BG

July 9 bp
Your File 792-17~1

J.R.6882-42
Re: Custody of Japanese Fishing Vessels

Dear 8ir:

I acknowledge your letter of July 7
together with the enclosures therein referred to.

There would not appear to be any
objection, from the point of view of this Depart-
ment, to the proposed transfer of Japanese Fishi
Vessels detained on the west coast, which have no
been disposed of by the Committee for the Disposal
of Japanese Vessels, to the Custodian of Enemy
Property. I should be glad, however, if this nmatter
could be eilpedited in order thet arrangements moy
be made to relieve the lNaval personnel now in cherge
of these boats, at the earliest possidle time,

In the neantine I an advising the Com-

misgioner of the R.C.M.P. to whkthhold action until
o decision on this matter is reached.

Yours truly,

F. P. Varcoe

Deputy Minister, s
DepartnentofJusﬁce’

The Deputy Minister,
Departnent of Fisheries,
0ttt awa,

002017
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DY /B0
July 9 ho
55306582“1;‘2 . i
Re: Cuatody of Japanese Fighing Vessels

Dear Sir:

Further to my letter to you of June z0
I am now advised by the Deputy Minister of Fiaheriea
that he is discussing with the Custodian of Eneny
Property the desirability of turning over to the
Custodian all Japonese Fishing Vessels remaining
undisposed of at the end of July. If this proposal
ie implemented the custody of these veesels will bs
taken over by the Custodian. In such case it is
not anticipated that the services of the R. ¢, M.
Police will be required to maintain the vessels in
safe-keeping. In the clrcumstances, it would
appear to be undesirable for sdditional personnel
%o be taken on the strength of the R.C.H.Police for
the purpose of guarding these vessels, at least
until a decision is reached as to wvhether the
vessels will be token over by the Custodian. I
have requested the Deputy Minister of Pigheries to
expedite this matter and immediately I am advised
a8 %o his decision thereon, I whAkll communicate
with you.

Yours truly,

E P Varcos [ Department of Justice ]

Deputy Miniater, JUL 9 1942

ReEGisTRY

The Deputy Minister, (Naval Service)
Depertment of National Defence,
Ot tawa,

002018
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DYM/BG
July 9 o

J.R,6882-42

Re: Custody of Japanepe Fishing Vesgels

Dear 8ir:

I acknowledge your letter of July 7
together with the enclosures therein referred
to. I an 8180 in receipt of a letter dated
July 7 from the Deputy Hinister of Figheries
relative to this matter,

I am advising the Deputy Minister of
Fisheries that, from the point of view of this
Department, there is no objection to the proposed
transfer of the remaining vessels, to the
Custodlian., In view of the reguest made by the
Minister of National Defence for Haval Services
that the Raval Personnel be relieved of &hdir
regponsibility for the safe-keeping of these .
vessels I have requested the Deputy Miniater of
Fisherles to expedite the natter. In the mean-
time, until a decision is reached as to whether
this course of action will be followed, I do
not think it will be necessary to take any further
actiog with regard to taking charge of these
vessels,

Departinent of Justice 1
Yours truly,
F. P. Varcoe

JUL © 1942

.--:J“‘{
o s

SIUUUSISR 1

Deputy ltinieter.

The Comnmissioner,
Royal Canadian Mounted Police,
0ttowa.

\ Your File 41 p 269-1 Jh. 002019
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By direction of “the ‘Secretary of State for External Affairs

the attached....letter. No....... of o VLY. D 194.2.

to......The. Deputy. Ninister..of Fisheries ...

is referred to the Ministerof ... Justlce ..........
FOR RECORD

Referred also to:

Under Seerétary of State

.- N R o .
P C/ R Wy Vo L/\/\J«/f» S RN

Ottawa............ MLV T 194 2 HFA/LP 002020

Under-Secretary of State for Externa: Ameaurs



July 9, 1242

Dear Dr. ¥inn,

: I have considered your letter of July
8th and the snolosures which outlined the proposal
that the impounded fishing vesssls owned by
Cancdians of Japanese recicl origin vhich remain
on hand ss of July Slst should dbe turned over to
the Custodian of Inemy Property. :

I sm in sgreement with the genersl

1den of allowing the committesconstituted by P.C.
£88 of January 13, 1942 to turn over the ships to
the Custodian. I 4o, however, think it extrenely
important that the nev arrangement should make 1t
clear that the Custodisn, like the comnmittee which
he is to replace, is bound to respect the rreedom
of the owners of the ships to dispose of their
property on reasoncble terams. In other words, the
duties imposed on the committee in order-in-council
Y.C. 288 should so far as they are applicable bde
imposed on the Custodlan. The firet of these
duties 1s: “To meke such crranzements as will make
it pos:ible for the present owners of detained

- vessels to freely negotiste ror eharters, leasses, or
sales of such vesaels as they own to persons other
than those of Japanese origin, provided that the
committee approve of such charters, lenses, Or sales,
which approval shsll bs a preresquisits for the use
or such vesasel under fishing license™.

It the Custodian 1s left free to dispose
of the vessels as mey seem £it to him then, although
he will no dgubt feel bound to act with dne regard
for the interests of the owmers, the appesrsnce of
the arrangement vwill be unfortunate. It will seen

Dr. D.5. Finn
Deputy ﬁiniatar'or #isheries,
Ottsvwa,.

002021




as if the first errangement which arforied ample
protection for the Jupanese Owners has been
replaced by new arrangments whish give them mueh
Jesn protection.

I note that e drarft order-in-souneil
is enolosed in your letter dated July 7th. The
suggestion whioch I am making would be in substance
to add the eguivalent ¢f the paragraph whieh I
have quoted as regulation four on page two of the
draft order, It 1s slso suggested thet it might
be oonvenlent if the clause bcsxnning with the
word "notwithstanding® were separated from the
operctive part of regulotion one 20 thot ths clause
would apply to all of the regulations and not -
merely 0 the first,

Yours sincerely,

N.A. Robertson

Under Searetary of State for
External Affaire.




s.23

P.C, 2C8
Certified to be a true copy of a Minute of a lieeting of the

Committee of the Privy Council, approvec by His

Excellency the CGovernor Gencral on the 13th January, 1l:Z.

The Honourable
ths inister of FPisheries
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' The Committee concur in the foregoing recommendation and
submit the same for approval.

(sgd) A.D.P, Heeney,
Clerk of the Privy Council,

s.23
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Pages 2026 to / a 2027
are withheld pursuant to section

sont retenues en vertu de l'article

23

of the Access to Information Act

de la Loi sur I'accés a lI'information



Ze

Coples of this letiter and enclosures are being
gsent to the Department of Justice and to the Department
of External Aflalrs.

Tours truly,

De DBs E"i‘mg
Deputy Hinister.
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OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF FISHERIES

OTTAWA

July 7th, 1942.

792-17-1

Dear Sir,

Adverting to your commnication of the
30th ultimo, file J.R.6882-12, in connection with
the custody of Japanese-owned vessels and equip-
ment in British Columbia, I beg to enclose, here-
with, copy of communication of even date, and
enclosures referred to therein, to Doctor E.H.
Colemean, regarding proposal that these impounded
vessels and their equipment which remain on hand

|
|
as of dJuly 31lst be turned over to the Custodian of
Enemy Property.

-Yours truly,
4'/
( X | s
D. B. Finn,
Deputy Minister.

The Deputy Minister,
Department of Justice,
Ot t aw a.
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i *& &m AS T0
FINAL DISPOSITION OF REMAINING RISHING VESSELS
for :

PISCUSSION GITH - Bre .0, MeRHERSOW

The flshing industry now has & sufficient number of the
Japenese fishing vessels to warrent that the productlion of that
{ndustry will not suffer Ly reason of the fmeobilisation of the
Japsnese fishing fleets. '

Japenose omers of these vossels have been given every
opportunity over the past flve months to ssll thelr vessels thwough
the offlces of the Committee sand as 1t now seems that the marketa
for these vessels are about exheusted or very soon will be, the
problom of disposing of those now remaining appears to be one of
storaste

of i{meediate urgency in this respect ls that e:t relieving
Naval personnel from custodlianship, particularly of the Fraser river
bosise

I+ was with this in view that the Commlit ee hoped to Induce
the principal fishing coupanies to immediatecly accept custodim ship
of these vessels through & plan submitbted to them,

legotiations having finally resulted in & rejection of this
plan by the companies it 1s now imperative that other proupt asction
be teken to rellieve the Navy perscnnel.

The ecomuittee is of the opinion that while the market for
those vessels hes not yot been completely exhsusted the bulk of the
remaining bosts will have to be stored for a conalderable perioed,
particularly as in genorsl the best vessecls have already been release

In view of this position the most sractical solution would
seen to favour custo hip being sssumed by & permsnent Coverament
department such ns the R.CG.M.F. the Chief Supervisor of “lsheries in
85,0, or the Custodian of Allen Inemy Properiy. :

Consideration of all factors involved seems to favour the
latter as the loglieal organization to assume this responslibility. _
The Custodian i1s not only sdministering allen enemy propertiy but all
the properties of Cansdlen citizens of Japanese origin exce;ting
only fishing vessels coming under the administration of this Comnitie

“he meln purpose of this Committee hes been achliegved. It
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will probebly reguire the entire menth of July to elear up the
sumevous Naval claims remsining to be reviewed and to prepars
permanent records of all vessel transsctions. Sales of vossels
will continue during the winding up period,

Should it be decided that the Custodlan teke over the
resalning vesssls from Haval service, consideration should be plven
to the proposition that the remalning work of this comamitteo and tha
final records of the commitiee should be shsorbed by the Custodlan.

This would simplify the winding up of the comnittee's
administration and would permit & contimultiy of sny part of thls wo
which sppears deslirable unier & permanent depariment. The comnitiee
fouls that this consolidation of suthorliy over all Japanese proper!
under one department would be the wmost economical method of deeling
with this problems

VARGOUVER, June 20, 1948
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JAPABESY TISHIND VBSSELE DISPOSAL COMUITIES

Vanocouver, B.C.
July 8nd, 1048,

Dy BDelie Wm
Ly Mmut:w of Flsberles,
%tm, Canadae

r Sdr,
aﬂmﬁmg ﬁm ﬁmﬂm m _ﬂw ww

‘ ‘#",I*!‘

wu’zvm :mammim 26,

The Committee has sug ested that to secure prompt
transfer of the custodianship of *hm tfmiﬂw fishing vonsals,
one of the losal offices of a persanent Department of Covernment
abould asoune this rawﬁbﬂiw.

s hove discussed this matter with Cole nm, of the
Hel oMul e Hre Mm}ﬂ. and . ¥.0. ¥oPherson, Custodien of
 Jllen Imemy Property. You will note from the copy of our memorandum
of June wwwmmm«hmuaw“umutwmmmm
ocussion with lr,. JePherson, that the Uommittee's opinion favours
the Custodian es the loglecal arency to take over.

Cole HL1) and Mp. Motherwell both concur in this and we
belleve tr. MoPherson has weltten the Denourable the Secretary of
State on the subjoot.

- The Committee foels that should the “inls ors concerned
agpee to this plan mwmm&ammmmmmu

1. The staff of our Comittes would immediat couperste
with the Custodien in teldng over from Haval m..
mm;g in both crganlsing the extension of his department

mmwsmmmmm»ummmn but on
ammum that the responsibvility swhen the ﬂnn is teken
gww, rosts with the Custodian and mot with the Depariment
3Jliﬁﬂt!ﬁilli!u

2e MW&mwmﬁmumwmsmmm?ﬂ
of vessels, the heandling of clalms sgsinst Navel Serv
and in the preparstion of permanent records.
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Unless unforeseen circunstances arise this work would be
so far completed at the end of July that trassfer of any services
requiring continuity could be made to the permanent offices of the
Custodian and the work of the Committee concluded.

In our letter of June 2¢th we sadvised that the market could
not be considered as entirely exhausted as yet. “uring the month of
June 120 vessels were so0ld, 37 of which were sold in the last ten
days of the month. Active nepgotiations are under way for 20 to 30
more at this writingi send if this rate of disposal continues for the
first few weeks of this month the storaze problem will be much
slmplified in that the fleet concerned at Fraser river moorings
should not greatly exceed 100 to 1285 vessels.

Yours tm-ly_,

Simmed A.B. YeMaster
Exocutive Assistant
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Certified to be a true copy of a ¥inute of a liceting of the

Committee of the Privy Council, approvecd by His

Excellency the Governor CGencral on the 13th January, 102,

The Cormittee of the Privy Council have had before them a
report, dated 13th January, 1942, from the Ministcr of Tisheries,
representing that the defence and security of Canada has made
necessary the immobilization of fishing vessels owned by peoplc of
Japanese orlgin and operated in 3ritish Columbia waters;

That some 1,100 boats and their equipment, havmng a value of
between 2,000,000 and ,3,000,000, are involved, of which about €50
are impounded near Tew hestmilster and the remaindor at Prince Rupert
and other ports;

That the owners of these vesscls, though being of Japancse
origin, are Canadian citizens whose productive power, by virtuc of
this ownership, contrihuted significantly to the fishing industry;

on Orientals in British Columbia and the interecsted government
departments, at which it was considered that the war necds of Grcat
Briteln and the Allles make it imperative that the production of

the British Columbian fishing industry be maintained and increased

and that, therefore, a way should be found of putting these vesscls
back into production in hands other than thosc of Japanese orisin,
and otherwlse consistent with the needs of national defence anc
security, as well as with due regard to the esquity of the Japanesc
Canadian owners;

That a conference has boen held between the Standing Commiti
That 1t 1s, therefore, decmed deosirable to implenenu the
release of these Japanese Canadlan fishing vessels in accordance
with the above considerations; and
That such a purpose could best bc accomplished by the establishe
ment of a committee to consist of three person 18, with a jurist to
act as chaﬁrm an, another to be agp01ntod from the ﬂcpartl ent of |
Natiomal © Defence (Naval Services), and the third to be chosen to
represent the Japanese Canadlan owners, '

The Hinister, thercfore, with the concurrence of the
Minister of National Defence for MNaval Services, recommencs that,
under the authority of the War licasures Act,-

The Honourable

the Linister of Pisheries \
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The Honourablec Sidney A, Smith,
Puisne Judge of the Swupreme Court of
British Columbia, Vancouver, =.C.

Commander =Z.L, Johnson, .C.H.R.,
Vancouver, ::.C.
and
Zishizo Kimura,
Vancouver, B.C.

be hereby constituted a committee on the disposal of Japanese fishing
vessels, the duties of the sald committee to Dbe:

(1) To make such arrangements as will nake it nossible
for the »resent owners of detaired vessels to freely
negotiate for charters, leases, or sales of such
vessels as they own to persons other than those of
Japanese orisgin, provided that the committee aporove
of such charters, leases, or sales, which approval
shall be a prerequisite for the use of such vessel
under fishing license,

(2) Where necessary, to arbitrate disagreements on price
between owners and intending purchassrs with a view to
preventing advantage belng taken of duress,

(3) To report on claims which may be made on the jovern-
ment for damase to, o deterioration of, the vesgsels and
equipment while under cdetention, '

(4¢) To report on claims which may be mede on the govern-
ment for the returning of the detained vessels from
their present storage place to places where they were
picked up, :

() By consultation with the Department of Fisheries, to
determine which of the detained vessels shall first
come under the arrangements to be put dback into
production,

(3) To report on steps that should be taken to aispose ‘
of vessels which the present owners are unable to |
sell, charter, lease or otherwise transfer,

That the committee be authorized to employ stenographlic and
other assistance and to incur such other expenses as they find
necessary to faclilitate the fulfilment of their function as outlined
above, with actual travelling and living expenscs as may be approved
by the Minister of Fisheries;

002037




Se

That the committee, which shall act without remuneration,
be naild travelling and living expenses whilc away from their
place of residence on the work of the cormittec where thess are
not already provided for; and -

That the cost of the committce be charged against the Yar

Appropriation.

The Committee concur in the foregoing recommendation and

submit the same for approval,

' (sgd) A.D.P. Heeney,
Clerk of the Privy Council.
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Department of Justies,
RECFEIVED !

R JuL 7 1942 . |
. il CORRESPONDENCE TO BE ADDRESSED -
THE COMMISSIONER
R.C.M. PQLICE

OTTAWA

RoraL CANADIAN MOUNTED POLICE

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER
OTTAWA

s.15(1)(d)ii 1 o

July 7th 194%.
CONFIDENTIAL.

Dear Sir,

Re: Custody of Japasnese Fishing Vessels.

1. Referring to your letter of the 30th of June
last, a copy of which I took the liberty of forwarding to
our Officer in Vancouver: ‘

2. I now have a reply, and consider it best that I
attach copies of the correspondence, which I would ask you
to return after it has served its purpose.

3. You will note that the Japanese Fishing Vessels

Disposal Committee recommends that the responsibility for
guarding, maintenance and eventual disposal of these vessels
be transferred to the Custodian of Alien Enemy Froperty,
the reasons for which are set forth in the memorandum

. dated Vancouver dJune 29th, 1942. Our Officer in charge

recommends this procedure, and it seems to me this is the
logical move.

4. May I have your further instruetions, please ?

Yours very truly,

F.P.Varcoce, Esg., K.C., /C7<:jzzz:%fzfigy///
Deputy Minister of Justice, (S.T.VWood

Department of Justice, Commissioner.
OTTAWA,Yntario.
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s.15(1)(d)ii

July ¥th 1942,

1. Referring tc your lstter of the S0th of Iune
Lept, a eupy of vhich T took the liberty of forwerding to
our Officer irn Vancouver:

24 I poy heve & rTeply, and consider it best that I
attocl copies of the correspondence, vhich I vould ask you
to retern after it bas serwyed it purpose.

e You will note thet the Japanese Fishing Vessels
Plsposal Committee rcoommends that the rssponsibilisy for
puarding, mein:tenance and syventusl Aispesal of these vessels

be transferred $o the Custodisn of Alien Fnemy Froperty,
tie resgons for videh are get Tordh in the memorsndum
doted Vanecourer June 29th, 1948, Our Officer in charge
roegonmends this progedure, snd it seans to me this is the
iopiosl move.

4. dley I have your Turther instructions, plesse ¥

Yours very tuly,

PP ¥erece, Esc., EiC.,

Deputy Miniater of Justiece, {B.TeWood)
Departuent of Justies, vommisgionor.

QTPAVL, Yntarios
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JAPANESE FISHING VESSELS
DISPOSAL COMMITTER

1528 Marine Building
Vancouver, DB.C,

 duly 3, 1942,

Gol. Colls Hill

Bhe Officer Cnmmanding

Royal Canadian Mounted “olica,
VARGOUVER, B.C.

Dear Col, Mill:

Confirming our telephone conversation of this
alternoon, we enclose In duplicate our letter of July 2
to Dr, ¥inn, Deputy !inlster of Fisherlesy In respect to
the transfer of custody of ths ranaining fiahing vaa:als‘

My reference was to ths canvarsatian that we
had some weolks ago, at which time vou sdvised that if £
your Department did take over the guaruing of thess boats
you would have §o engage the necessary staff el ﬁo ao,

™a 1imited eustodianship eantainnd in your

instructions from Obtews, weuld only partially cover the
responsibility now held by Haval Service, The moorings
of these boats have to be watched continually and adjusted
when necessary., have to be pumped out, and until

the market for then is entirely exhausted, gauta sold
through this offise must be talen avay from theln mcaringn
and released to the new owneru- ;

Prom this you will see that if the apparent
intentions were earried out you would have g dlstinct
case oflﬁivided reaponsiunlty'which I do not think
deaslrable,

The Commitbee 8 considered Opinian 15 explained
in the attached letbter and nsmoran&nm.

Should the Custodian of Alien Enemy Propor

take over from Naval Service, they have these alterna ives:

1. Organizing the necessary stafl to prcvide for
; guarding and aarvicing he fleots ; A

2 Contracting with a reliable marine finm on a
monthly basis to carry out this work, .

My personnl opinion is that the vessola ghould
be held at thelir present moorings until the early fall and

those remaining then, beached at a sultable place along the

river, shored up and guarded. They would probably be in

this final storage position for some considerable time, and -

depreclation might be somewhat more rapid than in moored
storages bubt when the time comes to adopt this form of

storage, CGovernmental Authorities will have done what they ;

:

reasonably. cauld be expected to do under the circumstanoea. 5

I ahall be glad to diaanas this wath ynu 1t 39&
desire any furthor tnrormatian on the subject,

Youra very truly,

e C80D)
) o ~AgEy Nolinster, = .
ARMN/PH : | ' ‘ Executive Asst atam:,

Inel,
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SECRET.

AIRMATL

WR" DIVIBION,

s.15(1)(d)ii
CQI.BO

Vanecouver, B,C,
Hede 16""‘1 July 3'. 1942,

The Commigsioner,
ReC,M Police,
OTTAWA, Ont,

3ir:

Ret Custody of Japanese Fishing
Vessels.

Referring to your ajirmail letter of July

2nd, enclosing copy of a letter from the Deputy Hinister,
Department of Justice, I have todsy discussed this matter

with lr, AE. Helaster, Executive Assistant for the

Jopanese Flshing Vessels Dispossl Commitbee and atbach
hereto cocples of his letter and furthermore, copy of a
letter dated July 2nd from Mr, lMeMaster to the Deputy

 Minlster of Fisheriles.

2s I fully agree with paragraph 3 of Mr,
Mellasterts letter to me and consider that it wonld be
a far more satisfact arrangement 1f recommendations
made in hils letter to the Deputy Minister of Fisherles
were carried out,.

S I will awalt your further instructions
regarding this matter,

{sap)

(CeH HI11) 2/Comtr,,

cHR/G | Commanding "E" Division,

Eﬂnﬁlﬂﬁ
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JAPANESE FISHING VESSELS DISPOSAL COMMITTEE

S : Yo //
. //éii////
ATR MAIL
Dra Do Bo Fim, ’
Deputy Minister of Fisheries,
OTTAWA, CANADA,
Dear Sir:

Relieving Naval Service from the Custody
of the Remaining Fishing Vegsels

Ref.Your Letter June 15,1942,File 792-4-1
Our Letters June 20 and June 26,1942

The Committee has suggested that to secure prompt
transfer of the custodianship of the remaining fishing ves-
sels, one of the local offices of a permanent Department of
the Government should assume this responsibility.

We have discussed this matter with Col, Hill of
the R.C.M.,P., Mr. Motherwell, and Mr.W.G.,McPherson Custodian
of Alien Enemy Property. You will note from the copy of our
memorandum of June 29th, attached, which was used as a basis
for our last discussion with Mr. McPherson, that the Commit-
tee's opinion favors the Custodian as the logical agency to
take over.

Col. Hill and Mr. Motherwell both concur in thils,
and we believe Mr., McFherson has written the Honourable the
Secretary of State on the subject.

The Cormittee feels that should the Ministers con-
cerned, agree to this plan,the procedure should be about as

follows:

1. The staff of your Committee would immediately co-
operate-with the Custodian in taking over from Naval
Service, assisting in both organizing the extenslon of
his department and in administration, insofar as he
desired it, but on condition-that the responsibility,
when the Tleet is taken over, rests with the Custodian
and not with the Department of Fisheries.

e Your Com-ittee to function as at present in the
disposal of vessels, thc handling of claims against
Naval Service, and 1in the preparation of permenent

records.
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Dr., D. B. Fimn.

Unless unforeseen circumstances arise this
work would be 8o far completed at the end of July that
transfer of any services requiring continuity could be
mede to the permanent offices of the Custodian and the
work of the Committee concluded.

In our letter of June 26th we advised that the
market could not be considered as entirely exhausted as
yet. During the month of June 120 vessels were sold, 37
of which were sold in the last ten days of the month.
Active negotiations are under way for 20 to 30 more at
this writing; and if this rate of dlsposal continues for
the fTirst few weeks of this month, the storage problem
will be much simplified in that the fleet concerned at
Fragser River moorings should not greatly exceed 100 to
125 vessels. ‘

Yours very truly,

e

A, E, McMaster,
Executive Assistant.

AEM/PH

Enecl.l.
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x ( TITAL DISIOSITICT Or nicadidle rIZTING ve,d21s

ELUORMTDWT 10 TO .

for ?
DISCUSSIOT WITH -  Mp. V.G. LeFHLR3CH |

The Fisning Industry now hug o cufficient numbor
of tho Japanoso fichins vogsols to worrant that the produc-
tion of thot induotry will not ouffor by rewson of the
irmobilizntion of tho Jupanese ishin: Flnet,

Japancoe oranys of thego vosgels have been siven '
every op ortunity, over the paat fivo nmonths, to soll thelr
vensols throush tho offlces of tho Comittee and as 1t now
seons that the nurkots for thego vessols are about oxhuausted
or vory soon will be, tho problem of dioposing of those now
remaining, appears to be ono of ctorazo.

‘ Of ir—oediate ursency in this resgpoet i1a that of re-
lioving Haval personnel fron custodianship, porticularly of
tho Pragser Rivor boats.

It wag with this in view that tho Cormittco hopod
to induto the principal Fishing Companios to irmediustely ace
copt custodienship of those vessols through a plan cubmitted
to them.

flesotiations havinr Tinally resulted in o rejootion
of this plon by tho Companios, it is now imporativo thot
other prompt action be token to reliove tho llavy personncl.

The Co~mitteo is of the orinion that, while the
market for those veegolc has not yot been completely exhoaus~
ted, tho bull of the remaining boats will huve to bo stored
for o conaoidorable poriod, particularly e in general, tho
best vercoolo hove alresdy beon roloased,

In viow of this pooition, the nost practical solu~
tion would soen to favor custodianship boins assumed by a
perpanont Govornrmont Dopartmont, guch as the R.C,LL.T., tho
Chief SBuporvioor of Fisherios in D.C. or the Custodian of
Alion ITnemy Froperty.

Conpideration of all factors involved seens to
fovor the latteor as tho losical orsanization to cosuno this
responoibility, The Custodian is not only adninistering
plien encmy property but all tho properties of Cangdian
Gitizens of Jaranese orisin exeepting only fishing voagels
comin~ undor the administration of this Cormittec.

The poin purposc of this Cormitteo has boon achie-
vod. It will probably require tho ontire month of July to
cleor up the numorous Naval clainms remoining to be roeviowod
and to propare pormanont rocords of all vospel tronacctions.
Salen of vessels will continue during the winding up period.

Should 1t be docidoed that the Custodian take over
tho remaining vossols {rom Havol 3ervice, considoration
snould be rivon to the proposition that the remaining work
of this Cormittee and tho finnl records of tho Cor:lttee,
should be absorbed by the Custodian.

Tvdg would simplify the windinz un of the Comit-
toc's odrministretion, und would surnit a continuity of any
part of thio work vai ¢h appoars desiruble, undor o pormanent
Dopartmont, The Coumitteo feels that this consclidation of
authorit= over all Jupanccoe proyporty under ono 2opartront
vould be the moust cconcmical mathod of dealins with this
problon,

Tf} L:T‘:::)t '- = :z - Junc ::'g » l? '13 L 4
L

-y

i 4
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June 30%th,

J.R. 688242
Re: Custody of Yopanese Pighing Vessels
Your File I',89. 1030-G-14 P,D. 8

Dear Sir:~

Further to ny letter of June oth,
I wish to ecdvise thet arranc~enants are being nade
to relieve the I'aval personnel now ensazed in the
cugtody of Jepaenese vessels seizoé on the Tent
Coest which have not dson disposod of by the
Comnittees for the Disposal of Japonese Tishing
Veasels.

The Committee hes desn requested
“to connunioate with your O0fficer Cornanding on
the Faeifie Cosst and with the officers of the
Roysl Cansdian Iounted Police in order to facilitate
theso arrangenents. It is ny understanding that
the [aval personnel will msintain custody until

relieved,
Yours truly,
F. P. Varcoe
Deputy Iinister.
The Deputy linister, jliep 10wt of Justice

Departnent of !etisnal Defence

for lleval Zgervice,
0T ATAw JUL 2 1942

REGISTRY
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A 4up
pa/ne
June 30th, az,

J.0. 05882-48
De: Cuatody of Ja.anese Tiehine Vessels

Doay Bir:

\

\
Further to telephone conversations
between !r, Whitnore of your Departrent and Ur.
“undell of this Department, I enclose hereowith
oopy of e letter waich I have toe-day written to
Comnmisoloner Teod of the R.C.'. Polics.

Conmissioner Tood poin%ts out that
nanbere of his Foree sre not able to underteke
the servicing snd naintenance of thesze vessele
and that it will seccordingly de necessary for
other arrangenents to be made for this purpose,
I unfleretand from iir, Thitnore that these arrsange-
rnents will be made by the Committee, I should be
gled if the srrange—ents could de expedited in
order to relieve ¢the Ilaval persconnel vyresently
engased in the safe-kceping of these veasels ss
early as posoible,

Yours truly,

Ene.
F. P. Varcoe
Deruty ‘inister.
The Deputy Xiinister of Figleries, DeparhnentOfJusﬁoq
0ttaws, :

JUL 2 1942
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June 30th,

 J.R. 6808-42 f
of Japanes ng Vess

‘Dear Sir:

I sm writing you in acgordance
- with the telephone conversations whieh you had :
thies mopning with Mr, Hundell of this Departnent
‘relative to the eustody of the Jaspenese fishing
vesaols seized on the West Coast whieh have not
been disposed of by the Committee for the dise
posal of Japanese vessels.

As you know, the Minister of
Hationel Defence for Navel Services has regquested
the Minister of Justiece to make the necessary
arrangenents for the custody of these vessels.
It is understood that members of your Foree are
not in @ position to undertake ths meintenance
©f these vessels but that you are prepared te
make the necessary srrengements for the mainten~
asnce of a guard for their safe-keeping. I am
informed by Hr., Whitmore of the Department of
Fisheries that if arrangements can be made for
the guarding and sefe-keeping of the vessels the
Committes for the Disposal of Japanese Fishing
Veseels will make the necessery errengements for

their maintenance,

-1 am requesting the Deputy
Minlster of Figheries to instruct the Committee
to communicste with the Wavel Officer Conmanding
on the Fscifle Coast and with your officers in
order to faeilitate the making ef the necessary
arran;enents, ;

Yours truly,

F. P. Varcoe

Deputy Minister,

The Commigsioner,

R.CuM,. Folice,

OTTANA, DeparhnentofJusﬁce

JUL i 1947

REGIS iKY
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D/oe

June 9th, 4z,

J.R. 6882-42

Dear Sir:

I ecknowledge your letter
of June 4th, advising that £t is proposed
to remove the Naval guard on the Japaneas
fishing vessels on the Test Coest on July
lst, 1942, I wish to confirm that other
arrangenments for the ocustody of these
vessels will be made commenoing on that

Departnent of ational Defence,
Ottewe.,.

Your I: - S » 1630‘6‘14
F.D. 3

002049
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date, '
Yours truly,
|
.. P, Varcoe
Deputy Liinister. |
Depart.uﬂn GfJUgﬁce
The Deputy lU!inister (Iaval Service), JUN 11 1842



June 9th, 42,

J.Re 6882-42

Doar Sir:

Further to conversstions betwsen
lir. Zhitnmore of your Department and lr. Hundell
of this Department, X cneclose herewith copy of
a letter, dated June 4th, fron the Deputy
Uinister of National Defence (linval Service)
advising that it 1s proposed to remove the
Haval guard on the Jepanese fishing vessela
selzed on the Test Comst, on July lat, 1942,

It 18 ny understendins from lir.
Thitnore thet these vessals will finally de
disposed of prior to that date, dut, in the
event that the Cormittes 13 not suscessful in
80 doing, this Departrnent will be alvised
sufficiently in advance in order to nake
arrangenents for their custody on and after

thet 8ate.
Yours truly,
=. P. Varcoe
IDe artment of Justie
Doputy Minister. p Justicg
The Deputy Minister, 7 JUN 11 1942

Department of Fisheriss, !
0t tawa, }

20N, N
R Bk i kY
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iN REPLY PLEASE QUOTE

Bepartment of National DBefence F.De 3
Naval Serbice

Ottawa, Canada.
4th June, 1942,

CANADA

/ ’\Y\ QFU

& o O

Dear Sir:

My Minister has referred to me your
letter of the 26th May, 1942, with reference to the
custody of Japanese fishing vessels seized on the Vest

_ Coast.

' Pursuent to your request, the Naval
Service has agreed to maintain the existing guard until
the 30th June, 1942,

As it is proposed to remove the Naval
guard on the lst July, 1942, confirmation is requested
thet relief from this duty will be provided on that date,
to permit the return of the Naval ratings involved to
other urgent commitments,

Yours very truly,
) . ‘MW

DEPUTY MINISTER.

The Deputy Minister of Justice,
OTTAWA,

H.Q. 1010

No.. NeSe . 1030mb=14 .

500M-1-41 (5038) ' - 002051

N.S. 815-7-1010




June 9, 1942,
DWM/DC

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE:

J.R., 6882-42 /

You will recall that the Minister of National
Defence for Naval Services wrote to the Minister of Justice
on May 15th requesting that arrangemeits be made to relieve
the Naval Service of the responsibility for the custody of
Japanese fishing vessels seized on the West Coats., On
May 26th you replied, requesting that the Naval Service
continue to maintain the custody of these ¥fessels until
the end of June. The Deputy Minister of National Defence
(Naval Service) now advises that it is proposed to resmove
the naval guard on July 1, 1942.

Mr, Whitmore of the Department of Fisheries
advises that arrangements are being made to dispose of
all vegsels in the hands of the Committee for the dis-
posal of Japanese vessels before June 30th, He has suggested
that a copy of the letter from the Deputy Minister of
Naval Service be forwarded to him and in the event that
the Committee is unsuccessful in its efforts this Deparitment
will be advised sufficiently in advance to make arrangements
for the custody of the remaining vessels.

Attached are draft letters to the Deputy Minister
of Naval Services confirming that it will be in order to
remove the naval guard on July 1lst and forwarding a copy

of his letter to the Deputy Minister of Fisheries.

D. w. M.

002052



‘,\’

002053




s.23

-2‘-

It would be much appreciated if
you would let me have your observetions on this
question in view of the foregoing.

Yours truly,

. P, Yarcoe

Deputy Minister.

| NIAY 27 1942
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> DwM/DC 03 May 21, 1942,
S. .

MEMORANDUM FOR THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE:

Re: Custody of Japanese Fishing Vessels
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W CANADA

MINISTER OF NATIONAL DEFENCE

FOR NAVAL SERVICES : May 15th, 1942.

My dear Colleague:

The Minister of Justice,
Department of Justice,
OTTAW A.
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Yours faithfully,

Corae>
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