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Ottawa, Feb‘ruary 26th, 1942.

CABINET WiR COMMITTER

‘ | | A meeting of the War Committee of th,e
: cabinet was held in Room 401, House of Commons,. on
Thursday, February the 26th, at 4 p.m. e

There were present the followi'ng_ members:

The Prime Minister (Mr.King), in the Chair, s

The Minister of Mines and Resources ~°* o
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The Minister of National Defence (Mr.Ralston}, —

The Minister of National Defence for Alr Al
(Mr. Power), ' T

The Minister of Finance (Mr.Ilsley)}, ,

The Minister of Fisheries (Mr.Michaud), | :

The Minister of Munitions end Supply (Mr.Howe),

“The Minister of Netional Defence for Naval
gervices (Mr.Macdonald). “

=t S

The Under-Secretary of State for Bxternal
Affairs (Mr. Robertsom),
The Secretary (Mr. Heeney).

' - Delivery of icebreaker to Russia

1. The Secretary reported that word had i
been received from the U.K. government that they .
were deeply concerned by delays which had occurred
in the delivery to the U.S.S.R. of the icebreaker
miontcalm®, regarding which approval had been

by the War Committee on October the 29th, 1941.
U.K. High Commissioner had asked whether the govern- e
ment would institute an enquiry into the matter, |
and had asked the earliest possible date on which the

vessel could put to sea. b

Y

- N A full report of the facts had been obtained
from the Deputy Minister of ‘fransport. pifficulties
regarding crew and with regard to bunkers had been the
principal-causes of delay end the vessel héd had to

put back to port on two occasions, after/leaving
e AL R T e we Ay Mo evmactation now was that
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followeéld the policy of leaving responsibility for pro-
tection upon the proprietors. It would be extremely
difficult to change this policy for one involving
differentiation between the meny locations in respect
of which protection might be desirable. Consideration
might be given to using the National Resources
Mobilizetion Act to call out men for police duty.

Lo 5
15. The Wer Committee noted the submission e |
of the Journal of the Board for theilr twenty=-fifth o
meeting; as to the protection of vulnerable points,
it was agreed that no change be made in the present
policy followed.by the Vulnerable Points Cofimittee.

Movement of Japenese from British Columbia

16. The Prime Minister referred to the . .
magnitude of the task of implementing the government's
recent decision to evacuate all persons of Japanese Do
race from the protected area on the Pacific Coast

and make provision for them elsewhere. A special W
organization should be set up for this purpose. It
would be useles® to proceed by piecemeal methods. |
Justice (through the R.C.IL. Police), the Army, or
possibly Munitions and supply might be agencies in

which responsibility should be centred. e h

K; 17. The Minister of Munitions and Supply
suggested that temporary acocommodation rfor the large '
numbers involved might be provided at enff and i

Jasper. A local British Columbia Cqmégttee, or the ke
Army might provide the organizations : B

/
/

18. The Under—Sec;g%§£%of State for External
Affairs observed that 1o the R ited 5Lates the - =
problem was dealt with by the Army, #hich had the right
to call upon other agencles of government for ‘assistance
as required. - e e

19, The Secretary drew attention to the

fact that the authority of the Labour Department to =~ =
provide,work camps for evacuated persons was restricted

to male ) Japanese nationals. There had, as yet, been Era

no smendment to the Order in Council providing for

these camps, 350 as to correspond to the wider powers




:: 'JZ ? 4 2 - ey . N 7 p? &4y
o : N 3 : - . ool I

now given to the Minister of

he Minister of Nat

@ o "1thé&view=that;?@eﬁ@aam&ggjgwgna}
s % reSponsibilityfrorﬁtheiangugti

.. overburdened, and Army Dperso
P preqpcupiedHwith“prbblams;

-

- ~ Possibly they could provide for i
R " tion, housing and commissariat as ¥
S . __mgn%*operatiens.~ja1@s-¥- iy

o g AT

serv

. rrepsportation units for.

ey | government had again raised the qu
 transportation personnel. 4 requ

special units hed been made in June, IS
 postponed, pending clarification of the
~tion. Some 3,500 men of various-categor
involved. ' ol 2 £ 15

e ~ (Secretary's note, February 17,

C.W.C. document 91). ool :

gser: $orlhns 2, Mr, Heene%aaid that the Chief o:
General Staff was not in favour of the governl

‘accepting this commitment. Personnel inethese

' categories were not available. The railways

& selves were shorthended. Transportation tr
heve to be provided for the Canadian Army

. . at a later date. If such formations were
later on, they should be in Canadian units

with the Canadian Army. e

. 23, The War Conmittee agreed that
commitment could not be accepted, and that

R U.X. government be informed accordingly.

Prgppsed,impggggation of'battlekdréaé

54. The Secretary submitted ‘a rec

. - & tion of the Minlster O National Defence, ©
for the impregnation of battle dress as p

against vesicant gas attacks. The conside

upon’ which this recormendation was base W

to those advanced in favour of p oposals
4o 2%m Wam MAmmittes-an Tebruary 16th 1




