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TOP SECRET
1944+

“ottawa, July Sth,

’ CABINET WAR COMMITTEE

A meeting of the War cormittee of the
Cabinet was held in the Privy council .Chamber
on Wednesday, July 5§b,M1944,\at S peme

Present:
'TheMinister.ofAM1n§§f§nQ;3980urces-' e
. ~_(Mr. Crerar), in the Chalr, . .- =4
.~ The Minister of National Defence ot B
e (Mr. Ralston), — — el
The Minister of Wunltions and Supply ———r
N (Mr. Howe)s B

The Under-Secretary of State'for. e
External Affairs (Mr. Robertson), '
The Secretary to the Cabinet (Mr. Heeney). .

Privy Council Offlce.

Mr. Je A. Chapdelaine,

_Operational 3 einl e RT—— e

ﬁ 1} The Secretag§,meﬁtioned‘partiéular"'"”““““'
B features of recent operational reports received
through the Chiefs. of Staff'Committee. Tk

e noted the Secretary's

| 5. The War Cormitte

reporte. - ,
) | Relation of Cenadian Forces to Supreme
Allied Commands - : <

3. The Secretary, referring to the discussion

ot the meeting of June 21st, reported that the |
Combined Chiefs of gtaff had now snstructed the :

Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Force, : ,
the Supreme Allied Commander,

(General 74 senhower) and
Mediterranean,‘(General Wilson), in the sensé
suggested by the government.‘
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Affairs reported that, following %ﬁe~ﬁeéﬁing~ongune.\»
14th, a communication had been sent to the U.K.
government in the sense agreedbyythe.War Cormittee.-

The U.K. government had now replied expressing
“some appreciation of the Canadian viewpoint but indicating
serious doubt as to the possibility of securing agree-
ment on the part of the U.S. and Soviet governments.

' The U.K. representative on the Huropean Advisory
Commission had been informed of the objections taken
by Canada to the form of signature and to the

procedure proposed in settlirg the terms of surrender.

- (Telegrams, No. 106~ﬁxternal Affalirs to - —
‘Dominions Office and No. 1173 External Affalirs, to
Canadian High Commissioner, London, June 16, and

telegram No. 97, Dominions Office to External Afféirs,-A,Njw-
June 28, 1944). . | 4 Lt irs,

6. Mp. Robertson said thétwit was~not'clear
that the U.K. government had fully appreciated the ——
serious nature of the objections taken by Canada.

- Tt was, thersefore, proposed to return to .
the subject, instructing the High Commissioner to
take i1t up azain in London, urging the importance of
the considerations which had lead to the government's
conclusions. The matter would not be taken up with
the U.S. and Soviet governments until further word
had been received from the United Kingdom.

7. The War Committee, after'discuséion,
noted the Under-Secretary's report and agreed that
the government should continue to press strongly,

""" peported that a request had been received from.the

T in the sense a;greed at the meeting of June l4th.

Army; enlistment of Canadian-born J&apanese

8. The Minister of National Defence

Australian government to enlist certain Canadian-.
born Japanese in the Canadian Army, for attachment
to Australien forces for service as translators
and interpreters. '

The Army Staff were not in favour of




-

s, 5 :
enlisting such personnel and suggested, alternatively, |
that Australia be permitted to enlist them direct =
 into the Australian Army. White personnel from e
‘the Army Japanese language school could be made

aveilable for attachment to Australian forces and =
Australian personnel might make use of the Army e e
school. - , i . - L

‘ A request had also been received friom s
uBritishVSecurityﬂco-ordinationlﬁorrhewserviggg, '

of Canadian-born Japanese with $he Indian Army .
for psychological warfare work. Tt had been pro- =
posed that they be onlisted into the Canadian Army,
discharged on arrival in Indla and re-enlisted into i
“the Indian Army. | - = ——

’An'explanatory~memorandUm'had been éirculéféé;fff

(Departmental memorandum July 3, 1944 -
C.W.C. document 816) .

9. The Ninister of Mines and Resources and-——=4
the Minister of Munitions and Supply S&aw no reason |
why 1lim!ted numbers of Canadian-born-Japanese
should not be enlisted in the Canadian Army.

10. The War Committee, after disecussiony— o
acreed that the subject raised an importent gquestion -

of pr nciplefWhidhjshQﬁIdiYQ‘ccnsidered“bywthe“fnii e
cabif®t, it being understood that, pending . sueh = =
consideration, the Minister cf Natlonal Defence

would report as to whether or not there was objection,
on purely military grounds, to the enlistment of

Canadian—bornﬂJapaneseminwthaWCanadianwArmx,

Special Commiésioner,for'DefenCe Proiédts
in Northwest Canada; 13th report :

11. The Secretary reported that the

. Special Commissioner's 13th report had been sub-
‘mitted and that copiles would be circulated to
departments concerned. Thereafter the report
would be put before the Var Cormittee for
appropriate action.

(Special Commissioner's 1l3th report, =
June 30, 1944). . , =

12, The Wer Committee noted the Seeretary's



