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9. Racial Minorities and Immigration.

HARBOUR AND WATERFRONT DEVELOPMENT

Your committee recommends :

1. Local Rail Service

vge, . S es s 10 Q ﬁ. ’ .- ‘hic 1Q . :
A study of the railway freight servicing facilities of the City ,:_&FJHJ, a ..::,_:_ M.:~$ ::.#_H 1s badly
£ S % d ) = < . = e > o o to o o > A
in need of adjustment. The large number of tracks paralleling Front .M.:C.LA.. vw.:.www.,ﬁw:m..? f:..m‘_p_;:_ “.. _..ﬂ e
panies should be susceptible to relocation and their numbers reduced from five and six par: acks to

a
. ici - the h tre and release ntiallv
maximum of three. This would provide sufficient trackage for the through :L”»_._”,: _AH;.* _“.m.:w.f” .J,__:..:.:;.;
valuable land for more useful purposes. Consideration should be m:.;_g to a ! ,._ oL .._, iE ..__ _ﬂ_.:;.:.,.
freight traffic entering or passing through the City handled by one authority, such as a Terminal Railwa)
Company.
2. Fish Boat Berths
At the present time there are very inadequate berthing facilities provided for the fishing fleet, and
these facilities together with those providing Marine fuels tend to prevent the use of the w

aterfront for the
purpose for which it was intended, deep sea berthing. Consideration should be given to their removal tg 5
more suitable site.
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{f the space
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) N n that wation E

sea | Faurth Street ve ample berthing facilities for eight average deep sea ships

a . 1 s of the Port for some time to come [his improvement would
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ricultural Products Handling Facilities

in the City of facilities for the distribution of fresh fruits and vegetables, both local
hould be carefully considered. It seems apparent that present facilities of this nature located

-« are inadequate and obsolete and their location at present does not lend itself to enlargement or

rnization

\ w establishment providing cool and cold storage space near water and rail transportation should
e« Sle

] rove the free and economical handling and distribution of this item of vital local and national
reat HMPre . . y 5 - e : Py ¥
oas 2 i I'he Port of New Westminster could become the ew Market” of the Greater Metropolitan

yportance : : . e S
weas f the Lower Mainland adjacent as we are to the agricultural areas of the Fraser and Okanagan
area O v

Valleys.

5. City Improvement _ ; . . ; " x .
T'here is an opportunity now, before certain areas are _::; up, to improve that section of the City T:._#:
. B. C. Electric station westward to the point where _,._:.__ J:...Z. intersects. A revision of the many rail-
l:. 2 ks at that point and a relocation of both the B. C. Electric and C. P. R. Stations to a point west
Al .,.;..:_ sites would forever remove the hazards of mixed highway and railway traffic and at the
o :.:.__“:H_Hun:‘:E.L.. services for rail and interurban traffic more in keeping with the times. Furthermore,
_._,._“u_q_w_,: ,LH_.ﬁ..._H could be continued in a westerly direction to intersect with what is now old Columbia .f.:..r...,.ﬁ
and thus provide a waterfront by-pass for highway traffic of an industrial nature. By removing the pres-
ent stations valuable business blocks are made available in the only area left for expansion.

Furthermore, planning should be done along the lines .;...F.x:“:::ﬁ old Columbia Street :.,../:.l.c. and
improving same, so that it could function as a feeder to the City from the industrial are: along the North
! I s far west as the site of the B. C. Plywoods plant with the ultimate intention of

Arm of the Fraser at least : - we he B. 0
xtension to Marpole. (See also Sections 1 and 9 under “Highways.”)

6. Highway Facilities s |
Finally emphasis should be placed on the desirability of completing the often proposed all weather
road connecting the interior of the Province with the coast. The m_A;:_-._,E:p.,ﬁ:: ‘Okanagan Highway should
prove of inestimable value to the residents of both the coast and the interior providing as it would a short
dependable means of communication between peoples and products too long separated. Overnight freight
services could provide the people of the coast area with the wonderful agricultural products of the Okan-
agan. (See also Section 8 under “Highways.”)

HIGHWAYS

ﬂc:_,E:::::E.Z.E::En.:;n:::::.QJ.H:“7«:5‘ﬁ:.u,::m:m:.ﬂ:c urged to construct or improve the
following highways :

1. Low Level Industrial Highway
It is recommended that the City secure a right of way 66 feet in width and construct a low level in-

dustrial highway from the foot of Tenth Street along the North Arm of the Fraser River. This road

should be located to continue the old Columbia Street along the Pacific Coast Terminals and Mohawk
[.umber Company, thence along the right of way of the (

the City. It may involve a re-arrangement of tracks so that both the Canadian National Railw
Is and Railway use the tracks of the latter.

2. Ewen Avenue

It is recommended that Ewen Avenue be
boundary of the City. Should a high level bridge
bridge, it would be necessary to make adjustments in Ewen Avenue

to connect.
3. Brunette Street

It is recommended that Brunette Street be improved from Columbia Street to the Ea
the City in time to connect traffic with the I

pletes this Highway to the Pitt River Bridge.

anadian National Railway to the west boundary of
ay and Lulu

improved from the bridge across the North Arm to the West
be built in a different location than the present Lulu Island

st boundary of
-ougheed Highway, when the Provincial Government com-
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y. | . . . . ‘ated.
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gt Ay : o ring principles
Vour committee believes that the outset it is necessary to adopt the following | = : A 11
1 ricle T ‘rVICES 1€r¢ Wi
I Settlement should be completed first in areas already provided with social servic

[ '] -ovide for these :
y who prefer the frontiers and new areas :_:._:.._ up will T_::;.. fo1 e as

areas 1s completed :

I'he cleared acreage on which a man is placed must be of sufficient size to ?ﬂ_. an .A,.,.:::_,::. unit so
will have every reasonable chance to make a living for himself and ._:: family. The size ol ﬁﬂ_:;M
will depend on whether the settler 1s to be a full-time a part-time farmer and also on the kind o

to be practised

3. The cost of the land to the returned man must be calculated on its productive value :_.::. long
term average farm produce prices, irrespective of the actual cost of the land cleared and put in proper
shape for farming operations. ; ] .

4. Land should not be turned over to the prospective settler until it is in proper shape for farmng
operations and this might be defined as being cleared, drained or dyked as required, and _::.E_. v;:.rr:ﬁ,c..
livestock and equipment are of course necessary and provision is made for them under the Veterans [Land
Act.

5. The settler must within reason have the privilege of selecting the district in which he wishes to
live, but this and the soil as well must be suitable for the kind of farming in which he wishes to engage.

6. The settler must be given preliminary training or apprenticeship and this should be followed by
proper supervision over a basic period of several years.

Working on the assumption in Principle 1 it becomes necessary to develop areas contiguous to Van-
couver and New Westminster. This brings us to the principle that it is just as necessary to plan for ﬁ:.
development of this area as to conduct town planning in the development of cities such as New Westmin-
ster and Vancouver. For this reason your committee recommends :

A Land Use Survey of the Fraser Valley

Throughout the Fraser Valley we have soils varying in texture from light gravelly soils lying on steep
slopes to heavy low lying soils, and associated with this we have a climate varying from heavy rainfall with
resulting extreme leaching in the winter months to extreme drought in July and August. This results in
drought conditions on all soils but particularly on the light .lying soils. This shortage of soil moisture
accentuates the need for conserving ground water supplies to a maximum degree and brings up the question
of efficient land use. This cannot be determined for any locality except through an effective “Land Use
Survey.”

”

A “Land Use Survey

P

is based essentially on soil surveys and it is interesting to note that the entire
Fraser Valley has been soil surveyed. It is to be expected that a “Land Use Survey” might designate certain
logged off areas which should be reforested and set up as perpetual forest reserves free from any land
clearing or agriculture. Other districts would be mapped out as being suitable for general farming, poultry
raising, small fruits, nut culture or other small holdings depending on soil types, water supply and general
topography. :

It would seem that this survey should be conducted by the Provincial Government and be made by a

committee consisting possibly of a soils man, a crops man and a forester with facilities for consultation
with water engineers, electrical engineers and geographers.
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CONCLUSION

In conclusion your committee wishes to make the following observations and recommendations :

1. The statements, ideas and recommendations in this report represent the considered, honest and
unanimous opinion of all members of your committee. Individual interests have been entirely submerged.
It is recognized that there will be divergence of opinion among Board members on some points but this 1s
considered to be a not unhealthy situation and one conducive to constructive thinkir

~ 2. It is your committee’s opinion that post-war rehabilitation and reconstruction is a problem re-
quiring the closest co-operation between the various cities, towns and municipalities of British ( olumbia,
between the nine provinces of Canada and between the members of the United Nations. Your committee
cannot hold with the view that a difference in interests exists between New Westminster and Vancouver and
recommends that decisions affecting the two cities be made on the basis of the common good, be
that _H,:_::. long run, what is good for one city will also be good for the ot
mended :

g

v and discussion.

lieving
her. With this in mind it is recom-
That the City of New Westminster employ the services of an unprejudiced commercial town
planner and that every effort be made to work in conjunction with the City of Vancouver so that the whole
Metropolitan area may be planned as a unit. This report makes one recommendation which involves the
moving of a group of wholesalers from Vancouver to New Westminster and it is to be expected that sim-
ilar moves in the opposite direction could be recommended and substantiated. It is your committee’s view
that a neutral town planner could weigh such suggestions with an unbiased mind and make recommenda-
tions in the common good. The above remarks apply equally as well to the relations of New Westminster
to the Fraser Valley, the Okanagan and all other parts of the province.
4.

. It is recommended that if a town planner is employed this and similar reports be
him so that he can select the good points and discard those which may be premature, impractical or
wise undesirable.

submitted to
e

other-
It is recommended that the Board of Trade adopt an active policy on the matter of rehabilitation

and reconstruction, appointing further committees for the study of the problem and making timely recom-
mendations to the proper authorities as the executive may see fit.

Respectfully submitted this tenth day of March, 1944.

NEW WESTMINSTER BOARD OF TRADE.
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