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Confidential

Commissioner of Japanese Placement,
Department of Labour,
360 Homer Street,
VANCOUVER, B.C.

Forwarded for your information

Edmonton (Ce BATCH) Inspe
December 2nd, 1947 i/ec "K" Division CsIe«Bs

Confidential

The Officer Commending,
"E® Division, R.C.M,P.,
VANCOUVER, B.Ce

Forwerded for your informatione.

the Commissioner,

Copies to

Edmonton (C. BATCH) Insp.
December 2nd, 1947 i/e "K" Division C.I.B.

Confidential
The Commissioner, R.C.M,P., OTTAWA,

Forwarded for your information.

Edmonton (C. BATCH) Inspa
December 2nd, 1947 i/e "K™ Division C.I.Be.
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1% Further to the above, conditions generally
remained normal among the Japanese evacuees 1in
Southern Alberte during the past month,.

2e With the completion of the beet harvest the
Youth Council members became very active trying to
set up a Provincial chapter of The Japanese Canadians
Citizens' Association, however they have met with
strong opposition from the Japesnese Main Committee
which is composed of Japanese Nationals. The
Nationals apparently realize that they would have

no control in the local affairs of Jepanese as one

stipulation in the new Citizens' Association is that
The

they must be naturalized to be an official,
issue between the JTapanese Main Committee and the

Youth Council over the use of A.Gs Virtue as legal
counsel for the Japanese property claims has resulted
in a stalemate, The Main Committee have decided to
continue with Virtve and the Youth Counecil will sup-
port the legal committee composed of E. W, Huckvale
and Le S+ Turcotte, There has been a flurry of
activity among the Japanese to get their claims
filed and at present it appears thet the Japanese
are equally divided in supporting these two legal
firmss It is very doubtful if a Provineial chapter
of The Japanese Canadian Citizens'! Association will
be formed in Alberta for some time due to the opposi-
tion of the Nationalist element,

Se This year the Japanese evacuees handled
approximately 55% of the sugar beets raised in Alberta
and it has proved a very prosperous year for them,
There are very few who will be on relief this year
with the exception of a few elderly persons and the
odd family who expected repatriation and did not take
on beet contracts, In the meantime approximately 200




Japanese have now left for bush work and it is
likely that by Christmes there will be well over
250 Japanese taking this type of work.

4, It is anticipated thet before Spring
between 150 and 200 Japanese will move to Eastern
Canada from Alberta. Since completion of the harvest
26 have left and likely an additional 50 will

leave before Christmas, Although exact figures are
not et present available, it is estimated there are
still roughly 3,100 evacuee Japanese in the Province,
and although the main Japanese Committee claims that
only 3% desire to move to British Columbia, usually
well informed Jepanese now state that from 15 to 20%
still plen on return to British Columbia despite the
fact that they will not find a sympathetic attitude
theres They expect the lifting of all controls as

to movement by next Spring and there is much talk
amongst them as to moving into various poimnts in

B.Cs by one or two families at a time so as not

to have any noticeable settlement of Japanese at

any one point,

Se Some Japanese youths have recently visited
Vancouver and on their return have advised the local
Japanese that Jepanese are still very unfavourably
regarded and jobs are scarce. It seems likely that .
a large majority of the Alberta evacuees intend to

remain in this Province, at least for some time,
particularly the large families who are doing well

in the beet fields and many are doing well in vege-

table growing activities and they will be content to
remain and see how the others fare in moves to B.C.

6 Several Jepanese families have now moved
into the City of Lethbridge, some have bought homes
and others are building new ones but as yet there

has been no large movement into .the Citye. The ones
already moving in are mainly carpenters and such
families &s the Jepanese doctor and the United Church
Minister,

7e There has been no noticeable animosity
towards the Japanese for some time in. this earea except
that one or two prominent Mormon leaders have

intimated that they still prefer to bring in Europeen



labor to that of keeping Japenese. The reason
appears to be that some Mormons desire no large
settlement of Japanese in what are regarded as
Mormon communities,

STILL UNDER INVESTIGATION (Sgdse) T«S. Connors Corple.
(7.S. Connors) 12625

0.C, "E"™ Divisgion,
R,CeM.P., EDMONTON.

Forwarded for your ipformation and that of
the Departments The Youth Council and the Japanese
Mein Committee are still at lockerheads and it would
appear that the services of A.G, Virtue will be
continued as legal counsellor by the Main Council
in pressing their elaims in so fer as Japanesse property
is concerned, while the Youth Council will retain as
their counsellor W.E., Huckvale and L.Ss Turccttes

Small movement of Japenese has teken place to
Eastern Canada in recent months and the local Japanese
believe that all restrictions as to their movements
will be removed next spring when it is thought likely
that some 15 percent of the remaining Japanese which
is believed to be 3,100 will return %o British Columbia.

The attitude of some of the prominent Mormon
leaders as stated in Paragraph 7 will, no doubt, be

of interest to yous
STILL UNDER INVESTIGATION,

Leth, 25=11=47

/C

(H.A. Maxted) Inspre
Commanding Leth. S/Divn.
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Attention: Jepanese Division

CONFIDENTIAL

Referred by direction of the Commissioner,
Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Ottawe. Forwarded for

your information,

TO: The Deputy Minister,
Department of Labour,
OTTAWA, Ontario.

Officeri/c Special Branch.




VEPART MENT OF

LABOUR

a,” December 12, 19L7

Submitted for your information.

7 MM/L‘?

Deputy Minister of Labour.

TUT THe UepuTy MINDIDuwl,
Department of Labour,
OTTAWA, Ontarios

Officeri/c Special Branch,




