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BRITIcH NORTH ALERICL LCT, TO THEE PRETENSIONS 0F THi CLANADILN
m m

CITIZENSHIP LCT; TO QUR: ADHERENCE TO THE PRIKCIPLES OFMEQE

INTME AN e LT ¢ i A T el : = o1 WY i,
U&?i%D’{_iIOhul ?uw%”ﬁd, LND TO TEE PL.CE OF RESPECT WAICH &
CBETM ANORNG " THE KNATIONS OF THE WORLDg

These restrictive laws ere, furthsrmore, not merely
ideologically indefeasible. They are nstionslly hermful, in
that they creste s condition of tenslon and unrest in Cenasdien
cltizens who ere not of Jzpenese origin, es well &s in thoss
who. are, The profoundly disturbing concern about justice,
politicel equality end civil rieghts that prompted the writing
of this letter exemplifies the former. And that concernh ex-
BendE: far: boyond: the 1imits of our. Union, end of sny kind of
orgenizetion, It shows itself in the most unexpectod pleces;
end it is reflected in the curreptly wide-spreasd talk about
e eriglis dn elkvil liberties"s

Whilce this kind of unsettledness persists, no great
improvements in either our netionel life or our relationship
in a world orgenizstion sre possible. /nd, in any reellstic
view, the only improvement thet, in fect, we cen ever meke 1is,
literally and specificelly, to €liminete from our netionsl end
internetionel orgenizations those elements thet cause this
sense of insecurity. Thet means, for one thing, that we must
eliminste such discriminstory and retrogrede legislation es
the meesurcs thet impose the se restrictions; for they directly
injure Cunsdien citizens of Jepenese origin, and they indir-
ectly end subtly threeten end demoralize Cenadlen citizens of
every other origin. The population es a whole, which includes
& greet meny kinds of Ceuedisns, is preventcd Dby such lsws
from aschicving the equilibrium thet it requires.,

For this reason, e&s well e&s for others, it is most
necessary thet e long-term generel policy fixing our ettitude
toward, end our trestment of, Cenedisn cltizens of Jepanese
origin should be sdopted. Yet the present laws ere clearly
inconsistent with eny such sction. In view of the trend to-
werd greeter politicel freedom thet exists today, both withilin
Caneds end in the world et large; snd of the generel character,
temper end propmise of our Cenedien Citizenship Lct; and 9f the
influence which the United Netions Commission on Humen 31§pts
will undoubtedly soon excrt, and which the (nlted Netions 1s
alreedy exertin:, both e&s & politicel cntity end by our formel
scceptence of its Charter;- in view, I say, of gll tngse con-
siderstions, it is inconceiveble thet the egist}@g ané pro=
posed, discriminstory end retrosressive legisletion cenl be
anything but temporery end STLOD~E&De Even p?ople Who a;g, 10
general, unsympethetic to the Japenese Cengdians, recognilze
thet you, oir, end your Government, should teke t1lic by the 5
forelock snd provide it now. The time is auspicious, for the
Censdien Citizenship Act, and the ceremonics c ttendant upon
it, heve mede the couutry esware of tais problcm, and sclf-
conscious about the anomelies regerding 1t thet exist in our
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