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Winnipeg Gonsultastive Council
Winnipeg, Manitoba,
December 4, 1945,

Dear Friend:
We feel that you would be interested in our calling to your
attention theo present grave situation of our Canadlian-Japanese,

This past summer some ten thousands of these people signed a re-
patriation form, released by our government, expresaings a desire
to return to Japan, A considerable number of these people have
since requested that their original application be cancolled.
Las woekx the Dominion Dopartment of Labor announced a change

in the government's policy to the effoct thet all tho npplica-
tions of those who are Canadian Citizens (by birth in Canada

or naturalization) would be acccpted,providing thoy had been
placed before September 2 1945, Those who have applied since
that and who aroe Canadian born will havo their casos roviowed.

flowovor, those Nationals and naturalized porsons are evidontly
not to be considered.

We feel .that the Dominion Government intends to act with justice
in this situation and we realize that it is dependent upon it's
citizens for information regarding the public opinion on such

fn 1ssue. Morcover, we feel confident that it is the will of

the peoplo that any government action in this regard should be
based on the deep~scated and time-honored princliples of Bpritish
Justice., This justice holds that it's citizens are equal before
tho law and are entitled to freo access to civil courts or public
tribunals for the decision on such a grave issue.

Thereforoe, we urge that all cases be'reviewed'including those of
Japanese Nationals and naturalized citizens. In both of thc lat-

tor instances there are childron in these femilies who are
Canadian born and who would be involved in dcportation. ™We be-
lieve this point should be given our spocial consideration.

On the whole' question of our Canadian-Japanese we feel that as
individuals and organizations we should do our utmost to become
properly informed on the whole situation and to strive to see

that the public in general understands the full implications of

logislation that would provide for a mass deportation of a minors.

1ty gr'oup..

Across Canada many citizens 2re urging a fair approach to this

quostion--one based on our principles of democracy not on those
of race discrimination. In Toronto and Vencouver organizetions

have set up representative committecs to teake action on this
matter,

‘.‘
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We thorefore propose to call a public meeting for Tucsdey,
December 1lth, 8:15 p.m. in the -Board Room, United Collego,
1t is the purpose of this meeting to appoint’ this committee,
Please see that the organizations, of -which you narc a momber,
send delegates to this meoting. It 1s most imnortont that we
have & city wide roprescntative committec in order that ovur

actions may be as fully offective as possiblec.,

Méy we also urge you to kocp abreast of the situation and ‘to
inform your Miwbcr of Parlismont or the Hon, Humphroy Mitchel
of your stand on this matter.

Jincerely yours,

WINNIPEG CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL,
{¥Frovisional Committee)

Tho following individuals are membors of the aboveo committee,

.

Mr, & Mrs, Wm., Allan Miss Jean Palmer

Miss Marjoric Anderson Miss Muriel Gucst

Miss Francecs Bownan Mr. & Mrs, Chas., Scembler
Mr, KErank Ball Roeve, & Mrs, Ted Scott

Miss Betty Morrison Rev, Jamecs Taylor.
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THE CO~OPERATIVE COLTIDTBE ON JirANESS CANADILNS,
‘' NZWS BULLETIIl 4 llafeh 15 1940

| L cepuietion Lfrow uhs Co-operabive Coanitiee ig awaiving an
interview with the Friie Iinister o urge vhat uhe Criers-in=Council
ve resciniel. ieanwiile plans are ~oing forwarc =cr an gnpeel
to %the Frivy Council in’Louden to appeal Iro. TG Cecision ox The
Supreme Court in Ottatite

Meetinss, lerge and g:all contmnue %o be helC across the
country, ant telejrems a0t letters continue wo Dour into OGvavas

vere are a sfew of the Public lieevings anc. other activities
thet have taken place auring the Hast el veellS.

3B, 55D  bathurst >u, Church Sulday wvening ToTrum, . OTront O
Subject?“bareWE DEDNOYLT Canac.iang," Speekers:idonn igher,CebeCo
Comnenbator, brigadier Q. l;arsin, Tirst 1incian lig i esrate in Canaca,
anio Hidelta, ieAhe /

~ZBel4lll, University oZ Toronto Students orume Spealerss
increw Lrewin, Jfinzie nanaiza,Lieuts Cole Croll,eCeral llember LOT
e Torontc ridainge /

"7 ngenaca eigned the Unitec Nations - Charter. It should not
be nccecsary for Canada nov to vrite a post=scripy t0 the
gipmature denying Fpoedam to @ growup of her owd citizens
beoause of their races’ Croll |

| ZZB.15T. Rejinde .., Santwell adcressec 1200 Celecsaves
4o .the Bascatenewan Schcol irussee “Tsgociaion an The Voiens
Canacian Club, "Zwo ezcellent contributions w0 the subjeot of
~Civil Libertice,».Di& zuch in stimulasing pecple 1o tihindk,"

' =1 24TH Publioc mecuing of 700 people av Garlbon oUeChurch,
Qorcntof"ﬁﬁﬁ?aﬁt:"Suprome Court Deoisicne’ Spoa;ors:;ndrew Brewin,
Cherles lillard, Inoh iacliillan and Reve Janes ~inlay. che meeving
passed a resolution calling op & revieion oI Coverniient policy,

"go %that no Canacian born citizen or naturalized citizen 0 2
Japaunege origin in aly circunssances be sent from uhiSs counGEYe "
TARCH 137, llass meeting oF 1000 stulents av Auceng University
“Soealier: Bele Sencvell "D Sanciell!s speeoil Vias loucGly

TiNngsTChe
cheerets" gL 1
« JLaRCH 47TH Women‘s‘lnternational Leajue =OT Feace anc
Freedcm,@Crdﬁf&.Special ameetins VO hear LS. Grace l-ecinnes O
Vancouvcr-sgea;,on,Ja?qn@sQJQg?a;ians,,
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Japancsge Cgnacians aifect our relavions with the peovle of ‘the

Tar Tast?" CuleTeYe TOrontos Several 500G tal:s anc. news itemS.

Wohe pan behind the Ty OeVTL el s s #VVORLE sraveller, . «Prozessos ab

Columbia'Universitye...ardent reac.er “etce” 1sDr.Bdmund‘hacDonqldt
C.lei'eS, Naliifaze lirse.anna Dextere allis on tnls subjec?t
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B eNEe Ve nuent bropycsal ig ab va::ance Wi Sh

 ;h%ve veen ueaQA1n' et Chrisiianity,

fﬁfghe rescluuionh....ue' Wbl ze Presbysvery o0F %he Uni/

quﬁ"eb. @8NL00Seaw ant ciasrics Ladourp Couneilyeeeiiareh Jeuc_.le:'y
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we —eel that the denortation scheme is DafealEinge el th with Thoge
peRTave thelr lives, anc 3hoe arincwplﬂs Zcr waich vey  Fot huidn
the war=wihe right 0Xwhe incividual to the sacred ri: hth of life
and liberty. e essoe

siareh 4th.Canacian Association of Social floricops - 240,
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.iainland Draneii,

NGOV E1 ¢ v 0 0 ¢ s o1 .ATCH LdsheoUniversisy Voaens Club S atiorie. BeCh

g&;tggza DR ETCL T OLS .
sepruas y qug. vtascient froa Yagsihme by those who have recucstced

revacriation to Ja_an and wio have not canccllel Gheir ; Tecresvs,

fhesciene jorl ty of when are clu, areieetu Iz Tic Jagan vceaunse e
have becn uprootcﬁ ircia vhe founcations which ve have laid durin : the
years prolie Suaj in Can&ca aiver having iven the best ycars eitsher
EEeQuly 02 indireaily t Sile basic incustries cf HieiCn,y 1a1lC Yas ter hoviae:
eiceavourec to live cs ruhacﬁtaole peacetb i ay=apdding citizens of
Canafa....“any of ws aave bLeen in s“all srac.es and bus lnesses, 0" vieI'e
lancowaereg, zarmers, fishermen with our owa bcase ané sears, @hesc ncai
of livelinood ag vwell as our nomcs have been sold by the Custodian of
uneny Alien Prooe¢uy....._nﬁve¢ore i saiis on A o uhe above Icasgoins

anc. nov with any act of cisloyalty that e are returnins o Japan,®

Eabnga:z;_ggg nlocan irisel Orgsanizaslioens.e.Peidtion to the Prine
liinTgter on bDehali ci parenits and oihkers, plcacin’ thas "they bve oci-
mitvel Yo remain with ue if “shey so Cesire thet we ell nev becoao
ugefvl civizens o2 this ousr oovﬂ*“v”..... 'slthoush our parents as a

group aave sinown Oha‘aud”“ls ;1 CH e C.anoILEy 0 Sty “anu JToape of euller
races (althouzh not more “han other such rroups s] cuch as clannishne ge,
Lapis 0T *acilluy 1010 TRe Mee 00X vne anﬂihn lah swagses angsan. ancic oy
U0 succeel in an ccono.nic sense, et vaey have grcaulj agpreciatué vhe
Gelocravic way os life for their en ilaren anc aave urgec titenr to agsune
eHeREr T, oblicaiions of ciftizonghip," Be—e Sancyeclld eoimenss: on this
pevivicn saying "It is one of the oSt »ersvasive picecs of Enslish
writinﬂ V/Ie 1ave gecn Lo SC.20 binoe” :

-arch 18te Havional IntexrCphurch Afviecry Cemnilttec onl de8ettlonent
0f Japancse CanaticlSesseseslChtor 40 12,000 pasuere ant pricitees. "On
tenalf o justice enc fair play to all Japancsc Cana&ians urging tggtﬂ'
publice opiniog wuhu bc acvilized if‘awﬂfave injueivice is to be avoidlcd,"
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ﬂ;ﬂulg fendira; in D0=SEV i eroh 194G, ies 0N Cpinion” in 1_rLB LEAD.
u.u. EZuropcan Livieion, uunr.d /fG(Tncv have the rizht To vawec vnsir
wlaees in cur netion with frll citizengaip.ro rciuvc vhat rightﬂuqdcr
the gulgo of vwilling conortatien, is to rezute tie principlces of frcedo:.
for wihich Canacians CL neny I a01al orisinsg Zcusdt ”)
"Mkt Prico Citizenship?" ®IlLE, liareh l//_o. '
= el COIZ:T STJEQ....LOuuLL*L ¢ Consultatsi e A
ccucaiec pecrlc on the norcl fssuce involved in tic LCyor;at_on 0=
che Janencse Canacians,™




THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE
ON

JAPANESE CANADIANS

TORONTO, ONT.
rastbourne Ave,,
warech 15th, 1946

wrs. Thelma Scambler,
<4 Sterling Apts.,
Wi n.nipeeo

Dear Thelma:

Enclosed is a draft of g proposed pamphlet submitted the
day before yesterday to our Comuwittee here, I'd be pleased if you

would give it the once-over, aind if possible with led, betty, o

others of your winnipeg Group, some of these days when you may be having
& bite to eat together Somewhere, Use these sheets to scribble on,

vur Coumittee have approved the pamphlet set-up in generel,
we have a small editoriel cowmlttee who will go over it carefully

before printing aund after receliving your su,gestions, corrections,
additions etc, 1he idea isg to ¢€t 1t outt about April 1st. It will
be printed as artisticully us possible on a double sheet folded,
which cen again be folded and slipped into a business-size envelope,

what do you think of the ldea, and about hLow mauy do you

thirk could be passed around usefully throughout wanitoba?

we are still pressing for an iuterview with the Prime
Minister, and he is stiil holding us off, lie are in touch with his
office al.ost daily. we feel that we must get a report from the P.l.
in person to find out what his latest moves really mean. we also want
clarificetion on several other points. From what has been reported _
through the press it would seem that practically NOTHING has been e o
concedea, Then we want to follow up our interview with the P.i., with
another letter to the Federal «embers. After all, this is widely recognized
8s & moral question and not legal, Wwhile we push on to the rrivy Couneil
for justice, we must not iet down on o ur pressure on rarliament and
tie people., Chief Justice Rinfret, 1n his Supreme Court judgment,
stated this quite clearly wnen he seid "Parliament has not abdicated
1te geueral legislative powers nor abandoned its control,"lTherefore
farliaunent 1s the place where action can and should be teaken aud we must

not let rarliament"hnide benind the cloak of legelism" as the Globe and
wegild put it,

v,

T
1'm sérry we could not have arranged an interview with the

Polue when wr., Tarr was invttawa. We certainly pressed for it hard enough,

I hLope you will theuk hiw for being willing to &o along with us if
an opportunity offered.

ihis must be all for the present.

,&’;A.. : i ot A All g?wisnes,
L x e N

hugh kacuillan




COOFERATIVE COMVMITTEE ON JAPANZSE CANADIANS
NEWS BULLETIN NO. 9, May 1, 1947,

THE PROFERTY ISSUE The major question that remeins to be settled, if Japanese
Canadians are to get feir treatment from the people and government of Canade, 1is
restitution for property losses through mass evacuation from the coastal areas,
The Government order of Feb, 26, 19042, required all Japanese Canasdians to leave
their homes and properties on short notice, In a settling of confusion and
hysteria, stocks, otusinesses, and property were sold at sacrifice prices, and
inadequate arrangements were made for the protection and management of property.
In the intervel between the order for evacuation and the order on March 27, giving
control of property to the Custodian some goods had unaccountably disappeared,
properties had deteriorated, and substantial losses had already been incurrca,
Sotween February end July, 1942, the Swith Committec (established by Order-in=-
Council P,.C, 987) sold or lecased most of the Japancsce-owncd fishing boats ard
equipment on the Pacific coast, and in July the remainder were turned over to
the Custodien of Alien Property. In June 1942, Jaepanesc farm properties, cClm
prising epproximately 1000 farms were, placed under the control of the Director
of Soldicr Settloment of Canada for administration, and subsequcntly the gricter
numbeT of them were cxpropriatcd for postwar vetcran settlement,

Parliement and the press havo criticized the action of the Custodian in
hendling the scles of the property, but such criticism should not be ellowed tc
obscure the mein fact that substential losses hed bcen sustained before the
Custodian had taken over., No metter how carefully the Custodian tried to sccure
fair sppraisel of wnlues, it was impossible to realize the price equivalent 1o
tnose prevailing before the evacuation orders

In the United States the government hes presontcd to Congress a bill which
provides for componsation for ony losses fairly arising out of the evacweticn
orders, and the setting up of e commission with full euthority to inquire into
the matter and decide what is fair end equitable, It should be noted that
the United Stotes Government did not sell the property of Japenese Americans,)

The Jepenese Canadians might well claim that they should be entitled to
restoration of their property where this is possible, and, irdeed, now trat the
war is over, they are in principle entitled to this. However, many of them Lave
tcen resettled across Cansde and do not desire to return to their former homes
cven if they could.

In these circumstences, in order to do full justice, the Government of Canaaa
cnnldo not less then the American Government proposes, namely, to set up a
cormission to inquire into gll losses arising out of i{he evacuation order,

On Jenuary 24, 1947 the Prime Minister stated that the Government would give
consideration to cases where it could be shown that sales Were mede by the Cu;to-
dien at less than a fair market value, and the Cabinct is at present considiring
the form of the commission to be set up. Howevcr, on April 24th, the Secrctary
of State indicated in Parliament that the Governmcnt proposcs to sct up &

commiséion to consider cascs only where the Custodian was rcsponsible, If tcrms




e

of reference are so narrow that they are confined to cases where it can be shown

that the custodian acted improperly or carelessly, many cases of serious injustices
and substantial lossea will not be met,

The Cooperative Committee believes that the people of Canada as a whole
earnc stly desire that full justice be done in regard to these property losses
which were inflicted upon innocent poeple through no fault of their own., If thg
terms of reference to the cormission are as narrow as the Secretary of State
novw indicates, full justice will not be dane,

Urgent representations have been made to the government by the Cocperative
Committee on Japanese Canadiens, and should be made by all C:nadians who are
concerned to see that justice 1s done,

The proposed deportations, the many restrictions imposed on Japanese Can:disns
and the many hardships which they have sustained make it extremely urgent for
the good name of Canada that recompense be provided on the fairest terms.

The conscience of the people of Canada has been aroused in this matter, and
the Government would do well to grant generous compensation for all losses
sustained due to evacuation,

FZVAINING RESTRICTIONS On April 24, 1947, the Canadian Parliament, by a vote
of 105 to 31 (107 mempers being absent), sustained the continuance of restrictions
on movement and the issuance of fishing licenses on all Japanese Cnnadians in
the province of British Columbia, In addition, no person of the Jopanese race
can onter the province without a permit from the Chief Commissioner of Placemeut
in Britieh Columbia, These restrictions will remain in effect until March 31,
1948, the date on which the Continuation of the Emergency Powers Act will lapse.




126 Eastbourne Ave,

Toronto, May 2, 1947
Mrs. Thelma Scrambler,

Japanese Canadian Committee
winnipeg, kan,

Dear Mrs, Scrambler:

The Booperative Committee on Japanese Canadians has been informed by trez
Undersecretary of State that the proposal for the apuointment of a comrissicn to
deal with the property losses of Japanese Canadians is now before the Cabinct and
that a decision will be reached in the reasonably near future. The enclcsed bull-
etin will show you that there is reason to be concerned about the type of cunniss-
ion that the government contemplates setting up. \le feel that it is necesssry at

this time to urge them to set up & commission that will deal adequately with all
+osses suffered as a result of evacuation. :

Our Committee has promised the Japanese Canadians assistance in preparing
their cases for presentation to the commission. The JAPANESE CANADIAN COMMITTAE
*C DEMOCRACY in Toronto has undertaken an economic loss survey here and is assiste

ing other groups across Canada to do the same., This is the first step in pregaration
for the commission,

In behalf our Committee I am writing to sugpgest that your committee set ap &
sub-committee on proverty losses with perhaps three or four members. One of tnese
might be a lawyer and one & business man with experience in dealing with esé:ztes,
'his committee would keep in close touch with the Japanese €anadian organization
in your area and advise them on the procedure of presenting their cases,

When your committee is set up will you kindl§ let us know who the chairnuin is

so that we may contact him immediately upon re?eiving further information from the
covernmernt, :

T

Yours sincerely,

‘,4£afgt;;u¢£;¢l;kéaééﬂuu

Mrs, Hugh liacidillan.

?.3. I understand that Miss Morrison, the Secretary of your committee is
out of the city, so I am sending this to you. D.M.




MEMO FOR INTERESTED GROUPS ACROSS CAMNADA

Attached hereto is a statement prepered by the Cooperative Committee,

We have written an urgent letter to the Prime Minister about the
necessity for establishing a Commission that will investigate property losses
and give fair compensation,

As will be .seen from the statement, there secems to be a serious danger
that the terms of reference in regard to the property losses will be so much
narrower than the corresponding btill tefore the Congrees of the United States
that it will not be possible to establish fair ratcs of compensation,

Much attention has been given to the fact that sales werc made bty the
Custodian at less than fair market values, This unfortunatcly obscurcs the
rcal fact that a substantial amount of the losses sustaincd by thc Japanese
Canadians as a result of tho evacuation orders arose bciore the Custodian took
control, and that even in thc many cases in which thc Custodian and his
rcprescntatives acted carefully and properly, substential lossCs have been
incurrcd,

We urge that intcrcstcd groups makc rerrescntations as carly as possible

to thc mambers of the Cabinct and inform their local ncwspapcrs of their

rcsolutions, urgingthat the property losses of the Japancsc Canadiens tc fully

investigatcd by a commission with euthority to dnquire into all losscs incurivd

oy rcason Of the cvacuation orders and to arrivc at fair and cquitaeblc compensa-

—

tion, Thc point should bc cmphasized that we in Canada should ccrtainly de a0
. /"

lcss than the Unitcd Statecs government is proposing. As troc matter is now

bcforc the Cabinet, no time should be lost,

Mrs, Hugh MacMillan,
Secretary to Co-operutive Committee,




THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE
ON

JAPANESE CANADIANS

TORONTO, ONT.

12/, Eastbourne Ave.
fay 13, 19L7.

slrs. Thelma'Scrambler,
L60 Main St.
iinnipeg, Man,

Dear Mrs. Scrambler: -

I thought that perhaps that we should report to you wrere we are at nos
over the property question. We have been in touch with Ar. Gibson twice sir..2
last I wrote. The Prime Minister has so replied to our "strong" letter ab.ut
setting up a commission that would®adequate}y with all losses a_rising out of tre
evacuation. Wie have hope that something fairly satisfactory will come out of ell
that has been done by the groups across the country and tne pressure from the
newspapers. The Public Accounts enquiry is keeping it before the public, tco,
'here really has been nothing definite given by the government though one of tre

uembers of the House told us that the commission has already been set up and the
announcement will come shortly.

Our committee plans to send Mr. Brewin to Ottawa immediately the annowice-
ment 1s given, to discuss with the Commissioner the terms of reference, whether .
they are satisfactory or not. Then we will know where we stand with them and can
maxe pians accordingly. I do hope that we shall not have to go out on a pre.;sure
campalgn against the government to get a decent commission. I am anxious to :ee

the work of Investigating set up and functioning before the summer vacation. bcgin'
for lawyers and others,

I was glad to know that your committee was getting ready for the work of rhe
comnission by setting up a committee. Mr. Brewin, after seceing the commissioner,
will immediately pet in touch with the lawyer or lawyers that vou select an! .33
on the information that he receives. The work from then on will be done )>retty
much by lawyers and the Japanese Canadians., We have & couple of business men here
to advise us if necessary. Its going to be a lot of work for somebody for iis a
complicated job with the people here and the property out in B.C.

T
You asked about relief for Japan., Vie have a committee hzre doing & fulr i.ount

of work for its size. A newsletter is going out this week with inforwatiocn, lhe
only way to send parcels is directly to individual friends. uUne 1l pound parcel

a month can be sent. It is expensive but is appreciated very mach. We ars all now
getting replies from our friends who received our parcels tc¢nt in Dezember. Cur
rommittee here sends milk etc through the Friends' Service Lo Jr. Bott cof Lis

( licensed relief apencies) Ve are sending clothes (used) «l.o.

I am afraid we know very little of Molly Kitijima's case. Coula you tase
time to tell us about it and what we should do.

Hugh will be home in a couple of weeks., We plan to leive far Forucsa the

end of Aupust, Conditions are very unsettled ther¢ but we &x¢ luad to o2 cole 1O
ret biack to our work there,




We certainly are grateful for the fine piece of work that your committee

has done in Winnipeg. It is always the busy people that take on worthwhile iobs

/ like this, Fortunately .l have been able to give full time to the work but tre
other busy members of the committee Have given a lot of time too. /e have era-
less committee meetings and always ten or fifteen turn out. .e are NOwW pre.ér-

ing a brief for the Public Accounts Committee . e ex.ect to get a hearing
either this week or next.

With all best wished to all the members of your committee .

Yours sincerely,

/% 2 :l—z;",.m,



THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE
. ON
. JAPANESE CANADIANS

TORONTO, ONT.

126 Eastbourne Ave, .
June 13, 1947..

TO THE ADVISORY COMMITIEES ON JAPANESE CANADIANS

The Gooperative Committee aé its recent enlarged meeting discussed the matter of write
ing & record of the events of the evacuation of the Japanese Canadians, thelr disperw
sal and resettlement, and the part played by citizens who organized committe¢es to
assist them and to protect their rights, It was felt by all that this was a projsut
that should be undertaken while the record of events 1s =till fresh in the minds of tne
people concerned, It would have value not only as an historical record but as & reuind-
er of the vigilance that must at all times be maintalned to safeguard our libvertiey,

It was agreed to write two records: thcy'would.bo published in book form for sala, One
would be a human interest story of the evasuation and resettlement as told by ths Japan-

ese canadians themselves, The other would be the story of the atruggle for justice for
this minority group by the people of Canada,.

 An editorial committee was appointed to plan for the writing of the bookl.“whcn the work
of securing a satisfactory comunisslon on property losses is cqupleted 1t 1is hoped that
we would have a sun of nearly $1500 on hand which would be made available for editing the

material and olher expenses, - .

P

This may appear to he a rather ambitious scheme but we have b;on encouraged Lo do the
job by good friends like B.X., Sandwell, It may be that additional sums of money may come
to hand to make possible the project on the scale we propose., '

The Japanese Canadlan Committee for Democracy in Toronto has agreed to assemble Lhe mate
eridl for the story of evacuition. Our committee has undertaken to collect tne other
matepial, Wve have in mind two good writers who might do the job of writing the Leoke .,

se would like to have a short history of the operations of your committee ae early as
convenient. To facilitate the Lask of writing it the following headings might be ugeds

1. Name of organizations, officers, members

2. Date of organization and for what purpose organlzed

}

3, Organizations cooperating: churches, Ya', civil liberties, welfare, municijal council

L. Cooperation with Japanese Canadian organisations and individusls
5., Oppoaition encountered ete

6. Public meetings, néwapaper publicity eto.

7. Recommendations yn4 resolutions to governments, members of parliament eLlo

8. Comments on factors aiding with or interfering with adjustinent of Jepaneas Canadis

(Mrs, Hugh ) Donalda Macdillan,




DRAFT RE TERMS OF REFERENCE TO JAPANE SE CAN:DIAN PROPERTY CLAIMS,

N.B.~This is adapted from the act of the Congress of the United States to apply to the
conditions in Canada,

*

1. There shall be constituted a commission under the general supervision of the Secrete

of State to be known as the "Evacuation Claims Commission," The Commission shall consist
of a chairmen, who shall be a person who holds or has held high judicial office, two other
members to be appointed by the Secretery of State(or the Governor-in-Council),
2e The Commission shall have Jurisdiction to investigate and decide upon any caim by a
person of the Jnpanese Race, arising on or after Decembor 7th, 1941, when and to the extent
that such claim has not been compensated for by insurance or otherwise, and is substantiated
in such manner as the Commission may prescribe for damage to or loss or destruction to the
rcal or persanal property vestcd in the Custodian, or other impairment of essets that fairly
erise out of or is a reasonable or natural consequence of the evacuation of such person from
the protected area in British Columbia by reason of the order of the Ministcr of Justice un-
dcr Rogulation 4 in the Defence of Canada Regulatioms or under P.C. 1665 of March 4th, 1942,
Or -ny other law or order requiring the cvacuetion of the said area by persuns of the Jap=
rnese Race,

As used herein "evacuation" shall include voluntary departure from the protected area

prior to but in anticipation of the making of any order under the regulations or orderseine
council above referred to,

The Commission shall have power to consider in determining the amount of relief that

would be fair and equitable according to the facts as they appear in each case, the existe
ence or intervention of other causes effecting the damage or loss including action or non=-
action by the claimant or his representatives, and the action of the custodian of elien €D

cmy property or his agents, and uny monies paid over or held by the said custodien and dee
ductions therefrom by way of commission or expenses or otherwise,

Oe (a) The Commission shall reccive claims for a period of twolve months from the date

ol this order. All claims not presented within that time shall be forever barred,
(b) The Commission shell not consider eny claim

(1) For deamege or loss arising out of the internment under the Deferce of Cenada
el Reguletions of any person.
Kl“*7<r3) For demege or loss on account of death or personal injury, perscnal incone
/ venience, physical hardship or mentel suffering(or loss of occupation or
employment ).,

(3) For damage of loss to any property vested in the custodian by virtue of the
trading with the cnemy regulations.
4, The Commission shell give reasonable notice to the intercsted parties, of an oppor-
tunity for them to be heard and present evidence before making the final determination of
eny claim, and shall be entitled to take ‘evidence by way of afrfidavit or otherwise in its
discretion,

It shall have for the purpose of eny hearing or investigetion authorized by this or-
acr, ell the powers conferrcd under the Public Inquiries Act,

9% The Commission shall dispose of all cleims filed with it upon written rindings of
fact and reasons for the decision, and a copy of such claim shall be mailed 10 the claimant
Or his solicitor and sheall be filed with the Secretary of Stete,

The amount of such claim, together with en ellowance not to exceed 10% of such claim
for costs to solicitor or counsel representing the claiment, together with ell expenscs or
costs incurred by the Commission in comnection with this order, shall be paid out of monies,
EYC,

G For the purpose of this order the Commission may appoint tne clerk end such solicitors
€xaminers, interpreters, appraisers and other employees as may t3 necessary to conduct the
busincss of the Commission and may call upon all depertments cnd egencies of the Governwent
of Canada to assist the Cummission in the carrying out of the duties imposed by this order,

(NOTE: the zbove rough draft was hended to Colonel Gibson, Secrctary of State, by Mr, Erewin

¢t their mecting in Ottawa on Monday, March 10th, and wes prepared by Mr. Erguwin and the
Co-opcretive Committec's legal committee, )
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COPY Order-in-Council P, C. 1810
Certified to be a true co

Py of a Minute of a Meeting of the Committee of thke Privy
Council, approved by His

Excellency the Govenor General on tng_igth July, 1947

e ) -

report dated l4th July, 1947,

The Committee of the Privy Council have had before them a
Trom the Secretary of the State representing:

That during the war persons of the Jepanese race were evacuated from the protected areas
of British Columbia and by Order-in-Council P,C. 1665 of March 4 1942, as amended by
Order-in-Council P.C, 2483 of March &7, 1942, it was provided that all property site
uated in any protected area of British Columbia belonging to any person of the Japanese
race (except fishing vessels subject to Order=-in-Council P.C. 288 of January 1%, 1942,
hereinafter referred to, and deposits of money, shares of stock, debentures, bcnds, or
othor securities) delivered up 10 eny person by the owner pursuant to an Order of the
Minigter of Justice or which was turned over to the Custodian by or on bshalf of the
ownar, or which the owner of being evacuated from the protected area was unable to tuke
with him, should be vested in and subject to the control and management of the Cus=
todian as defined in the Regulations Respoecting Trading with the Enemy s

That by Order-in-Council P,C., 469 of January 19, 1943, it was provided that whensver the
Custodian had been vested with the power and responsibility of controlling and managing
ary property of persons of the Japanese race evacuated from the said protected areas
such power and responsibility should be deemed to include and to have included from the

date of the vesting of such property in the Custodiep, the power to liquidate, ssll or
otherwise dispose of such property; i

—

That by Order-in-Council P,C. 6247 of July 20, 1942, it was provided that all vessels

and equipment not disposed of by the committee established by the said Order-in-Council
of January 13, 1942, should on and after the first day of August, 1942, be vested in
and be subject to the consrol of the Custodian;

That pursuanv to the above mentioned Orders reel and personal property of persons of
the Japanese race was disposed of and claims have been made by persons of thre Japanese

race that in respect of such disposition of their property they have suffercd pecuniary
loss; and

That is 1s deemed advisable to appoint a Commissioner under Part 1 of the Inquirics Act
to investigate the said claims and B0 make recommendations with respect thercto,

The Committee, therefore, on the recommendation of the Secretary of State, advise:

l. That the Honourable Mr. Justice Henry Irvine Bird bde appointed a Commigsioner
pursuant to the Inquiries Act, chapter minety-mine of the Revised Statutes of Cauada,

1927, to inquire into the Tfollowing claims of persons of the Japanese race who ere
resident in Canada at the date of this Order, namely =-

(a) that by reason of the failure of the Custodian to exercise reasonabls care in
the disposition of the real and personal property vestved in the Custodian
pursuant to the above mentioned Orders, the amount receivaed by the Custodian

for such property was less than the market value thercol’ at the time of suck
disposition; and

That by reason of the failure of the Custodian to exercisc reascnabls cars in
the management of personal property, such property was lcst, destroyed or
stolen but no claim shall be considered in respect of property lost, destroyed
or stolen while under the custody, control or managemcnt of any person, other
than the Custodian, appointed by the owner of the Property.

2. That the Commissioner shal) axamine into each claim and make a report to the CCVeETw
nor In Council setting forth the claims, if any, which in the cpinion of the Commissione
¢r arc well-founded and the amount which, in his opinion, would fairly and reasonably
ccmpensate the claimant for failure or the Custodian to exercise reasonable care.

S, That'the Commissioner shall give public notice in such manner as he deems adviseble
O the time Qor the filing of claims and for the hearing of evidence and that all

claims shall be in writing, verified by statutory declaration and filed in the Office
of the Custodian at Vancouver, British Columbia,

4, Thet the expenses of and incidental to the said inquiry be paid out of money
e
eppropriated by Parliament, Spd g MR, h e
“Clerk of the Privy Council,




1 COMMITTE: 0R DEMOCKALY

§'¢.  RERRARD S TENE S T ORI = et THEASERARE0N'E SaReD) = 2R g )

Friday, July 18, 1947.

Mrs. Thelma Scambler,
Central Volunteer Bureau,
Winnipeg, Man.

Dear Mrs, Scambler:

Thank you ever sO much for your letter of June 2nd and kind regards,

I am sending you today under separate cover, duplicate COPY forms
representing the Manitoba claims for losses which we have made out
in order to comply with your good suggestion,

It was felt by the Co-operative Committee and the JCCD that the original
forms should be retained here at present.

The 97 forms which we are sending you represent most of the claims

on file, Turther duplicate copies will be sent to you as they are uade
available,

With appreciation for your very helpful co-operation and assistance,

Sincerely yours,

JCC

wl ke 2y

’ Chairman,




STATEMENT FOR THE PRESS
TSSUED BY THE
CO-OPTRATIVE COMVITTEE ON JAPANESE CANADIANS

July 24, 1947,

The terms nf the Order-in-Council appointing the Commission to investigate Japanese Canae
dian property claims are so restricted as to be worse than inadequate, and in fact 1o be
'practically useless, It will be necessary to consider seriously whether it will ta worth
while for the Japanese Canadian claimants to have anything to do with the Commission une
less the terms of referencc are broadened to enable a full and fair inquiry to be made,

The terms of the Order-in-Council impose an impossible burden on claimants, Before the

Commissioner can recormmend a cent of compensation, he must be satisfied that the Custodi=-
an has failed to use reasonable care in disposing of the properties, i

The claimants have never based their case for compensation on the lack of carc by the Cuse
todiun who in most if not in &«ll cases may be presumed to have done the best possitie in
the clrcumstances, However, in these circumstances of wholesale evacuation, it was incve
itable that market values should be abnormelly low and the major losses sustained wecre

caused by the Government'!s policy of enforced evacuation rather than by any lack of care
by the Custodian,

Many hundreds of claims cannot even be considered by the Commissioner, for the prcperties
werc lost or dispesed nf or had seriously depreciated before the Custodian was able 1o
take cherge, These losses arise no less out of the evacuation orders and Government pole-

icy or which, however necessary it may have been, the Japanese Cansdians were the innocent
victims,

The Co-operative Committee has repeatedly pointed out thet justice could not be dcre une
lzss the terms of the inquiry were as broad as those contained in the Bill proposed to
-Congress by the American Government which provides for compensation for Japenese .mericans
for all losses naturally and reasonably flowing from the evacuation orders, In tlLis in=-
stunce the Canadian GCovernment in contrast to the American Covernment is doing less than
Justice, Nor do the proposed terms of reference implement the promises made by the Prime
l'inister himself when on January 24th, 1947 he stated that, "to ensure the fair treatment
procised in 1944 the Government is prepared in cases where it can be shown that a sale was
made at less than a fair market value to remedy the injustice," The terms of the Commis-
sion will deprive those whose property was sold at less than the fair market value of come
pensation unlaess they can show that the Custodian acted carelessly, The injustice refere
rcd to by the Prime Minister will not be remedied unless the order is amended,

Nor do the terms of the reference comply with the recommendation of the Public Accauntg
Committee which was approved by Parliament, This Committee recommended that a Comnission
be eppocinted to inquire into claims for losses which resulted from the amount being rce

ccived by claimants being less than the fair market value of thoir property at the time of
sale or loss,

Under the present order if the Custodian shows to the Commissioner that he made résscneble
inquirics and did the best that he could in the circumstances, the Commissionar can allcw
no compensation, although the sales are far below the fair merket value,

It 1s still not too late for the Government to change its mind, '/c are writ{ng to the
Prime Ministér urging that his formor promise of remedying the injustice be Tully jauplee
mented,

The Committee cannnt rest nor should the people of Canadu be satiificd until the GOoverne
mcnt of Canada have reversed 1ts policy, and done full justice,

T — ==




MIMO FOR CO-OPZRATING GROUPS

RE: PROPERTY COMMISSION

We are enclosing a copy of the statement which we have prepared fcr the Eress

arlsing out of the Covernment's announcement of the appointment of a Commissicn,

You will be able to judge from this statement what we think of the terms of
reference to the Commission,

We have written to the Prime Minister in emphatic language asking nim for a

récvision of the terms of reference so that all losses arising out of the evacuation ore

- -

v he wialdored Ry the Cormissioner., We have 2lso asked for a perscnal interview,

We delieve that all possible pressure should be put on the Govermment to revisa

T2¢ Order-in-Council and we have as you see even gore so

far as to suggest that the
Japanese Canadians might have to boycott this inadeonate

Commission, We would like to
have your opinion in regard to this, In the meantime we cusgest that you should write
Oor wire the Prime Minister your view of the matter.

However, it will be a part of wisdom, on tnec assurption that the Goverument will

not change the Order-in-Council, to make preparations to make the best of a bad situa=-
tion,

Our legal Committee will be meeting as soon as possible to lay plans to put bee

fore the various Japanese Canadien groups the matter of availability of legal services,

and co-operation between the Japenese Canadians in presentinz claims in each lc:elity,

We will advise you of these plans as soon as possible,

Mrs, Hugh MacMillan,
Sceretury to Cu~cperative Committee,

“nr

«~0 Iugthourne ive,., Torowto, Out,

July 24th, 1947,
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