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Co~operative Committee on Japanese Canadians

L

Memo - Re:ﬁProcedurq4;or Presenting Claims,

The Co~0Operative Cemmittee on Japancse Canadians is now prepared to offer assistance to
Japanese Canadlans in presenting their claims for property losses before the Counissioner

appointed by the Covernmeont, althouph the details of the method of procedure ara not yet
L£aown,

It 1s expected thet the Commissioner will begin hearings early in October,

Forms approved by the Cemmissioner will be required for the filing of claimg, ThLe come

pleted forms or cepies will then be sent to the lgcal co-operating caommivtees, They will
be notified later where the Torms are to be sent,

The Ontario elaimants will send forms to Mr. Brewin; for Manitoba, Mr, Cherniack:; for Brit-

~sh Columbia, Mr, MacMaster, In due time, the names of offices in Mortreal, Saskatchewan
erd Alberta will be announced,

While it is difficult now to know what evidence is te be presented, it will be in two parts,

The first will be the presentation of eral evidence to the Commissioner as he m¢ves across

Canade, The second is the corrclation of the evidence = records of the Govermment and vale
uation of property in British Columbia itself,

If the order is not amended it will be necessary to exemine officials (of the Custodian
office) to indicate whether or not there was a lack of CHTE,

In reeard to the first part of evidence, we expect legal counsel in each province to take
responsibllity for prescnting the claims, Plans will be made and announced later for are
renging consultation either at time of hearing or if possible before the hearing,

Ir regard to the second part of the evidence which will have to be presented in Vuncouver,
arranzenents will have to be made for legal counsel from the various areas to be present

at the crucial hearings, Tvery effort should be mede for legel counsel to heve :'ull access
to the government rocords before each case is heard,

e regard the present terms quite unsatisfactory and we are meking every effort t- rave the
terms extended,

I7 the terms are not extended, we believe that it is still worthwhile to pressnt ev1§euge
0 tze losses 1ln respect of property sold by the Custodian, so thut even if the Comgissione
er feels himself bound by the terms of reference not to make awards except wherc the Cus=

cdiar's lack or care is shown, a basis may be laid in the evidence for further represci=
at

3 .
-

ions. to the Goverrment and ia Parliament,
/

The Co-operative'Committee have asked the legal committee to consult with the Jspanese
Canadians about the matter of legal fees,

e hope to be able to announce # satisfactory arrangement within a short tiug,
(Mrs Hugh) Donalda MccMillan, Sceretary,

126 Eastbourne Ave,,
Toronto, Ont,




Tuesday, August 26, 1947,

Co-operative Cormittee on Japanese Canadians

Report of Interview with the Minister of Justice and the Secretary of State,

Mrs, Hugh MacMillan and George Tanaka.met‘Mr. Brewin 1n Ottawa for a consultevion
before his interview with the Minister of Justice and the Secretary of Stase,

Mr. Brewin agaln presented the Co-opverative Committcets contention that the prese
ent terms of reference which restrict claims to cases in which the Custedian was
shown to be at fault was too narrow and did not do justice,

He urged that the Order-in-Council setting up the Commission be amended 8o &s to
provide that all leasc-s reasonably and naturally arising out of the evacuation ore
ders skhould be compersated for on the same lines as in the Bill before Congress as
oresented by the Government of the United States,

He also pointed mut that the terms of reference were considerably narrowNer than
that which was indicated in the statement made by the Prime Minister on January <4,
1947, and the recnrmendatlion by the Publie Accounts Committee,

The Ministers discussed the matter thoroughly with Mr. Brewin and intimated tiat
the matter would be referred to the Cabinet and an early decision would be mwade as
to whether or not the orders would be amended.

(Mrs, Hugh) Donalda MacMillan, Secretary,
126 Eastbourne Ave,,
Toronto, Ont. ’
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G OlP: Y - vOrder-in CounedilvBa Cuud? 97

certified to he a true copy of a Minute of a Méeting of the Committee or the Privy
Council, approved by His Txcellency the Governor General on thf\}? Septewber 1947,

The Committee of the Privy Council have had before them a report dnted llth Sept-
ember 1947, from the Secretary of State, stating that, after further cons.deration
of the Order in Council P, C. 1810, the 18th July, 1947, providing for an inquiry
into property claims of Japanese persons evacusted from the coast ¢f Brivish
Columbia as a war measure, he is of opinion that the terms of reference soould

be expressed in terms in line with the Fourth Report of the Standing Ccro.ittee of
the House of Commons on Public Accounts, which xeport aealt with the gzacrel ade-
ministration and liquidation of property owned by Japanesc evacueeg aril wis Con=
curred in by the House of Commons,

The Committee, therefore, on the recommendation of the Secretary of State, advise

that the terms of reference contained in the Ordcr in Council P, C. 1810 aforesaid
be amended:

1. By striking out paragraphs (a) and (b) of Clause numbered 1 and sucstituting
the Tollowing:

"(a) that real and personal property vested in the Custodian pursuant to the
above mentioned Orders was disposed of by the Custodian Tror l1&sS than
the fair market value thereof at the time of sale resulting ia loss to
the Claiman+ts equal to the difference between the amounts received from
the sale and the fair market value aforesaid j and

(b) that personal oroperty vested in tne Custodiar pursuant to the adove
mentioned Orders was Qost, destroyed Or stolen while in the possession
or under the control of the Custodian OT SOLE perscn appoinied oy him,
with the result that the claimant quffered o loss cqual to thio” faly

_market velue of the property at the time when the same wis 1OST, des=-
troved or stolen; provided thnat no clzim saall be considcrec i rcspect
of property lost, destroyed or stolen wnile under the cu3ltody, cuntrol
or management of any person other than the Custodian, appointed ty the
owner of the proparty.”

9. By striking ount the words "for failure of the Custoydian to exereisc rcasonable
care" from Clausc numbered 2,

na T P idecneyt

Clerk of the FRivy Couniail,




Friday, September 19, 1947,

STATENMENT BY THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE
ON JAPANZEE CANADIANS

The Minister of Justice has announced the térms of an Order-in-Council amending the Order-

in=Council which appointed a Commissioner to investigate the property claims of Jupanese
Canadians, We enclocs2 a copy of the amending order.

This amendment removes the most serious obijection taken by us to the terms of reicrence set

out in the original Order, nemely, that {t was necessary for a claimant to provec that his
loss was caused by lack of care on the part of the Custodian or his agents,

W ad

urged that the case of the Japanese Canadians in no way depended upon any lazrs of cere
on the part of the Custodion, and that in all cases where property was sold at less than
a fair market value, compensation should be made,

"¢ were sO convinced that the orginal terms of refercnce imposed an impossitle or extrceme=
‘y cifficult burden on the claimants that -we seriously contempleted advising th: Japanese

Cunadians who might have claims, not to present them to a Commission whose powers vicre
so restricted,

herefore welcome the amendment contained in the now Order-in-Council insofar as it

4
emoves this objection and enables all those whose property was vested in the Custodian,

and was sold at less than a fair market vslue, to prescnt claims with some real lope of
suc

regret very much, however, that the Government has not accepted our represent:vions
in order to do full justive all claims for losses to property feirly arisiryz out of

re evacuation orders chould be investigated and compensation allowed.

are a considerable number of cases in which losses are still excluded frou. the

terms of reference beczuse the properties in question were not vested in the Custocian
and loss was sustained before the appointment of the Custodian, either through tcrced
sales, theft or vandalism, or the acts or omissions of other agencies,

We will continue to urge that more complete justice be done in respect to this clacs of

clzims and we plan to wssist in the preparation of the necessary information, sc trut
the cases of this

groun of claimants may be put before Parliament and the Goverhm,"t.

T .~
}\C.

svertheless we do not think it would be in the interests of the Japanese Canadizns that
those who are entitled to present their claims under the amended terms of relercile
should seek to boycott the Commission on the ground that the terms of reference ure still

not broad enougnh to cover all of those who in justice may be thought to be erritled 1o
compecnsation,

i

an‘ ~ -

Tniccd we urge all those who have suffered loss through sele by the Custoaien or through
destruction or thefr of personal property, after the property weas vested in itheé Cuse
todi=n, to’take advantage of the Commission and to prescnt their fair cleims &s vigor-
ously as they can,

Cur view has been Jtrenptheqed by the information that the test case taken in the _
2?3.-1 er Court agninst the Crown in regard to the legel right ci’ tas Custlalin t; Sgll
thE DY Pty of Ja phnc @ Canndizns under the various Ordeﬁ¢1n-c urcil, hus bwa3n aisziasaed,
T~ is our opinion based on the advice of the solicitors who repri.scrt th  Jupan.ss

.

.niciers in these cases that there'is little to be hoped Ior iun-tul way of lcghl(cv*r)
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Proceedings in the Courts and those who have based their hope on this means tn secure
compensation for losses must now shandon such' hopg,

It is the intention of the Co-operative Committec acting through and ir co-cperation
with the National !npanesc Canadian Citizens Associotion in the varioug provinces, to
Dropose a plan whereby legal assistance in presenting the claims may b2 made avsilable
O those who may find such assistance necessary or desireblo,

We shall shortly be issuing a further statement giving the details of tnis plen and

setting out what steps should be taken by the Japanese Canadian &laimants 1o present
thelr claims to the Commissioner. e

o

(Mrs. Hugh) Donalda MacMillan, Secrctary,
=5 S . --.126 Eastbourne Ave., % N
| Toronto, Ontario,



September 30, 1947,
ANNOUNCEMENT RY THE CO=-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE
ON JAPANESE CANADIANS

The Commissioner appointed to inquire into property losses of Japanese Canadians will sho
1y be announcing in the press or »y the time this is published may have ennounced the ste
to be taken by claimants, In the light of the revised terms of reference, the Co-operati
Cormittee has already advised all who have claims to take advantage of the Commission and
to present their claims to the Commissioner with moderation, dut with vigour., After con
sultation with officers orf the National Japanese canadian Citizens Association, toe Co=0

."ﬁ'

erative Committee now presents a plen for assisting those who have just claims to present
them to the Commissioner,

mhe first step will be for all claimants to £ile claims verified by affidevits contvaining
the information required by the notice to bde published in the press by ths Corriissioner,
The Co-operative Committee will have forms complying with these requirements printed, and
will circulate them with instructions as to how they should be filled in &and sentv to the
Commissioner, - A1l who filed in Economic Losse€s™ Survey Forms with claims that sre witkin
the terms of reference will receive forms, and otners who may desire to use them may Secu
seme, The next step will be the presentation of orel evidence of claimants to the Commis
sionar at various centres throughout Canada where the Cormissioner will sit. Ths3 last s

will be the presentation of evidence of veluetions end other similar evidence in British
Columbis,

+ is obvious thet in these last two steps, legal counsel will be required if « strong &ar
offective case for compencsation is to be established. The Co=-operative Committee has,
therefore, evolved a scheme for legal assistance, Cleiments may, of course, obtain inde
nient legal advice, if they prefer to do so, It appeaers, however, thal many may not bé
le to do so, end that the co-ordinated presentation of cases of claiments will save eX
se and in other ways be more effective, It 1s proposed, therefore, that tne Co-0Opera
6 Cormittee will nome its legal representatives in each province, who will co=-cperate
-h each other in presenting claims in each provinee, TO provide & minimum fund to COVE
=2l fees, expenses of valuation and other necesaary disbursements, each cleimant who dé

s to take part in the scheme will Dbe asked to pay a retzining fee of 1% of the totel
cleimed by him. Additional legal expenses will be paid proportionately by the succe
11 cleiments out of cleims ellowed by the Commissioner, A partial list of legal repre
sntetives of the Co-operative Committee 1s &s follows:

Vancouver - Norris & MacLennan, 602 Hagtings st., W., Vencouver, B.C.; R. J. lichaster, C
Campbell, Brazier, Fisher & McMaster, 675 Hastings St., W., Venccuver, B.Ce
Alberta - W. E., Huckvele, Ritchle & Huckvale, 612 Third Ave., S., Lethbridze, Alt&;
1. S. Turcotte, Barrister, Lethbriadge, Alte, i
Menitoba - S. M. Chernieck, 460 Main St., Winniveg, Man.

Ontario - ¥, A. Brewin, Cameron, Welldon & Brewin, 372 Bay St., Toronto;

. AL, Best 15 Toronto Sy, TOronvos,

d 'd

Saskagfhewan and Quebec - to be announced,

™he Co-operative Committee belleves that in this way much tire and gre=t sxpense c4an be

saved and a co-ordinated and co-operative effort made to ensure that the Commrisaioncr re

c2ives an sdequate presentation of the just olaims of the Japznese Canadlsns. Arnouncell

£s to further steus to be taken in co-operation with the Nationai Japsnesg Canadian C1tl
ssociation will be made as soon as nossible.

Miss Mergaret K. E0OOS,
Secretery for th: Cormittas,
94 Homewood Ave,, Art. 28,
Toronto, Ontario.
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CAMERON.WELDON & BREWIN CABLE "RUERMAS” TORONTO
BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS VESERHONE ADEL 4318
A.J. P, CAMERON ROY WELDON STEF\‘L:NG TOWER
A.F. BREWIN TORONTO e CANE .
October 2, 1947,
Mrs. Thelma A, Scambler,
&4 Sterling spartuments,
vinnipeg, Manitobe.
Dear Mps. Scambler:
I must apoligize for not Naving answered : ¢

your letter of September 23rd.

I now also nave your
letter of october 1st.

| The New Canediean will by now have receivid
from us the provosals that we are wasing in regurd to
legal representation.

AS O answering the points in your levter,
you will see that we are Droposing in regard to fecs,
thet a retaining fee of 1% of eacn cls=im should be ::id
by those who are using the legel services offered by tne
Committee., Furiner,esch claimsnt wili- agree Lot in addi=
tion all vroper legal fees and €xXpenses wnich will te res
Viewed by the Committee will be Taid by the sucgessful
claimants dut of such lioneys &s they azay recelve,

Secondly we are proposing that both Norris
& MacLennan end Mr, R, J. MCMester of the firm 'of Genphells
Brazier, Fisher & Mciaster will be our represcatatives in
Brivish Columbia. We have asked the two firmes tu erranpze
between themselves tie division of responsibility, and sig-

gesved taat Mr, McMaster should be the soliclivor, gud lecasrs.

Norrlis and MecLennan should act with tiew as gulnse . ¥

t will be quite in order to wrize to eithner orf tLsse
firms on the assumption that they wiil te setins for rhe
Committee,

We are arranging ourselves 10 orint ths clai.
forms, end for a nwuber of reasons we rthianxk it msdios B
' ' tnat we should print the forms retier tharn tie Ois=
I% w.ll enable us to huve tls g nilntad e dua: licate
-veat gssisLunca %O

m
ancd to retain ons copy whieh will be o3
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CAMERON ,WELDON & BREWIN

] -2-

Mrs, Thelma A. Scambler October 2/47,

Ife are arranging to-day to discuss the preparation
of forms and tine Co-operative Comaittee hzve undertaker. the
EEaaRe eV olved 1n tae necessary printing, and the otler Ja.=-
RS antd tan organizations will look after the digtr.cotion
gfathe forms,

ISR Ta L YOl are writing to the Custodian «sxing
EEEEEE DTNt en S of forms, but 1t may be that in view o7 our
SEEEERenson T pais a tter, that if you heve already written, you
will write again saying that as the Co-operative Cowmitice pro-
PeeeETemrint tne forms complying with the notice of tlic Comm-
issioner, your request to themn is witndrawn,

Please write to me again about any cquestion that
you may have. Ve snull endeavour to see tznat you get legular
mmformation as to what we Dropose here,

Me understand tnat Mr, Chernlack will be aciing
et oba for the claimants, but 1f there are any other
lewyers wno will be ‘acting with him, please advise us uwbout
tais,

Yoluzrs sineerely.

FAB:IHC WW '

ol
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National Japanese Can, Citizens Association

October 20, 1947,

Mrs, Thelma Scambler
2 Sterling Apts,
Winniveg, Man,

Dear Mrs., Scambler:

Please accept my sincere apologies for not replying to your
letter of. October lst regarding representation of claiments in Nortlern
Ontario, We are in close contact with the Lakehead Nisei Organizaticn
which represents . panese Camnadians in that area, therefore, I do not
think it is necessary for your group to lend assistance to those ¢laime
ants, I appreciate very much your thoughtfulness in this matter, Al-
though the Commissioner's itinerary at the present time does not include the
cities,in Port Arthur or Fort William, we feel it would be necessary,
at a later date, to press the Commissioner into giving due consideration
to claimants who are in outlining areas,

The claim “»rms, together with an explanatory letter to claimants

from the Co-on rauive Committee and a "Retainer Form" are about to be
printed, e i ¢ o mail the forms to you and also mimeographed Japa=

nese translations within a week'!s time,

Since my last indirect commnication to you adivising the wlere-
abouts of r, and Irs. MacMillan through Kasey Oyama,-I have not lLeard
from the Maclillans, Their address in Formosa will be:

MacXay Memorial Hospital

Taipen, Taiwan, China,
Thanking you again for your kind offer of assistance, 1 rerain,

Yours very sincgﬁgly,

/]
/ VA

' ;,-‘ |':'_ .
T//‘ el a o f .
George Tanaka,

GT/tes National Zxecutive Secretapry

. [“\\h,//




Y, CO~OPERATIVE COMMITTEE ON JAPANESE CANADIANS

BULLETIN #11, TFebruary 10th,.1948,

Our previous Bulletin reported that Mr., Justice Henry Irving
Bird of British Columbia had been appointed by the Dominion Government to
investigate lossecs suricered by Japanese Canadians, and make rucommendations,
and that, due to widcning of the Commission's terms of refcrvnce, presentation

of clnims for propurty sold by the Custodian bolow "fair market value" would
b allOWudo‘

The Legal Phasv

: For the past four months, the work of this eommittes has been
mainly of a legal nature, It soon bocame evident thut leg:l assistance
would be reuquired by claimants, as the Commissioner's plans called for the
1iling of a written claim by November 30th (afterward oxterdcod to. January
15th), and, the oral prescntation of it later (hearings to be arranged in
various centres across the country)., Obviously, somc co-operative seheme
could most efficiontly and cconomically accomplish this unormous task,

. Through the committee®™ legal counsvl, Mr, Browin, arrangementy
were finally madu for solicitors to reprosent us in each of the provinces
where Javansse Canadians have resettled, Through the co-operation of these
lawyers and officers of provincial Japanese Uahadian Citizens Assceiations,
approximately 1,000 claims, amounting to between threc and four million
aollars,wc}u prepared for filing with tho Commissicn. In British Columbie,
ror cxample, where we have a total of 449 claimants, 1t was nccessary ror
reproscntatives to travel considorable distances to give perscnal assictarney,

In order .to facilitate the preparation of clzims and make
vrovision for a degrce of uniformity which would make nossible an analysis
o1 claims ror valuation purposes, a set of forms wus drawn up by !r. Brewis
and Mp. Tanaxa, with the approval of this comaittec. All claimants wigalrnyg
to be represented by tho Co-operative Committee colicitores werc asked to
sign a "Retainer Form" which indicated:

"I hereby retain the Co-operative Cormmittou on Japznese

Canndians, which is acting in consultation with thoe

. Nationral Japancse Canadian Citizens aAssoeiation, tas b
‘prgsunt my claim to the Custodien and socurc such lcgal

assistance, valuation reports, and cther iufcrmation as

m2y be necessarys )

~ If possible, this form was tc be anccompanicd by the pagmaut of
one ggrcont of the total clnim as a rotaining fee,

The rectaining feus recuived have been banked in & Su?nrﬁtu
Claims Fund Account, and to date remittances total = littlu over i1,000,00,
[

t ic now c¢srtimatoa that this fund will probably ruach tho 20,000,000 mapg
when finol- ramittances have besn made. Weo are hoping thot thils amounl wid.
tnke ¢are of the basic expensces involved in the propuratic.. <Ll presguiatiol.
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of claims, However, until final returns have been made by 'all provincial

headquarters, 2 Tinal spending budget cannct be drafted, but it 1is cvident
at this stage that a sizeable amount (possibly oLe-third) must be set
aside for the werk involved in the preparation of cvidence in ccunecticn
with valyation of the variocus types of resl, and personal property scld
below fair merket value, AR ¥

l  J
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. o &5 -
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Hearings of the Commissicn

.-'a- . 2o P
1 - ‘

In early December, Justice Bird heard oral prescntaticn cf
ovidence in connection with claims at Xamloops, r,C, Commsncing again oOrL
‘January 9th, he.is continuing hearings in B,C, Present plans indicatas
hat ho will be in Alberta in March; in Manitoba and Seskatchewan in April;
Toronte in May ang possibly Montreal in Juno_- completing this work by the
endiof June and .returning to Vancouver to hear final cvicence in conunocticu
with veluations. ' : |
In order to specd up these oral hearings, the Commissioner hes
made two suggestions, bcth of which are being carried cut: |

\..'

' (a) THat n more deteiled form be prepared Iur use during the
-sral hearings (involving a great deal ¢f amdditionzl wcrk fcr our sclicitcrs)
el ) et Sub-Commi ssiocners be appeinted in the varicus centres
in which hearings are planned (Justice Bird to opcen each hearing, spend
soms time at.it, and then turn proceedings cver to the Sub-Commi ssioner)

. 'Yy, Brewin was present.at the Decembor hearings in Kamlooups., :
Ho algc attendoed the hoarings on January 9th and 1lOth, ﬁt.th? r¢quesp.o£
the Commissiocner, tc argue cerbvain pointé of law that arcse during ths

hearings nt Kamloops. Upcn returning from this trip, e oxpressed the

opinion that the assistarnce which our Committecc has given was essential
to the successful working of the Claims Ccmmissicn, aLd that the plans
s

&)

@ W

\..a, . had b

-

which we made last .fall have worked out very well, cn the whcle, glthaugu
considerable detail still requires attention.

-

-

In the News'_

1

A pecent attempt on the parttof the Ercvineinl Coyernment in

G ta pevive ita policy of barring the employment. of {&panese*Canaalgnd
on crown timber, linds (which was suspended by wurtime federal orders) hep
been temporarily checked. T™e anuncuncement cf its intuﬁticn tc‘dc SC wus'
met by such protests that actlon has bcen suspended unt;l the whole mayptel
of rostricti.ns can be discussed 1n the Mlouse next menta, -

i | . ) »

A In the meantime, further ‘evidencs of public :pinicn for the

aboliticn of suca descriminatory legislation should by 3ent. to the Premiel,
Hon., Byron Johnson.

1
4 . . :
' ? . .

s o TR darearet o, Bocs
94 Homewood Ave., Ap*t.28, . i i

i i C Rﬂ' e )
Toronte 5, Ontario. e v
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TELEPHONE:. ADELAIDE 2547

—-

84 GERRARD ST, E

tpril 1L, 1548,

The Co-orverative Committee on Japanese Canadians
c/o Mrs, Thelma Scambler

2L Stirling Apts,

Winnipeg, Manitoba

Dear Sirs:
e | S—— .

At the recent National Conference of the
Japanese Canadian Citizens Association held in Winnipeg, the
delegates from all across Cenada unanimously endcrsed a motion
to thank you ¢or +he suprort you have given us in fighting the

o-.

restrictions of civil rights of the Japanese Canadians,

The National JCCA takes great pleasure in
thanking you and your associlates, Your s*nno“t nas resulted
in the abolition of much that has prevented the Japanese Cana-
diafhs from becomins full fledged Canadian citizens,

Yours very sincer:ly,

GT/tes George Tznaxa,
National Syecutiva Secretary

~

.. TORONTO

¢ ”~ " e

2,

U CITIZENS ASSOCIATION
N

ATLHO N AL HEADQUARTY ER S
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TELEPHONS: ADELAIDE ,..!*\L\l)w/a;/ CITIZENS ASSOCIATIC
Ry N A O ALy s ek G
gt 34 GERRARD ST, E. TORONTE. 2

April 15, 1948,

Mr. and Mrs, G, Scambler,
Winnipeg, Manitoba,

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Scambler:

During the Second National Conference of the Japanese
Canadian Citizens' Association held in Winnipeg over the
Easter we~'-end a resolution was passed to forward a letter
of apnreciation to you for the invelusble assistance rendered
to Jepanes. Canadians in Winnipeg. The Nationel J,C.C.A. is
greatly inceoted to the Caucesian friends who have so kindly
assisted in the successful re-esteblishment of Japanese
(anadian evecuses, Your fine example of Christian brothere
hood and the democratic way of lifu will alweys remsin as a
source of inspiration to our organizetion.

Respectfully yours,

TEE NATIONAL J.. Co G
/'LZS"

.per R. Obata, Past President.

ROsm




THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE
ON

JAPANESE CANADIANS

TORONTO, ONT.

94 fomewood Ave., {s/@%

KDt 2d,
Toronto S0 1o

April 29, 1948, xé§f7
Mrs. C. G, Scambler, :LL

24 Sterling Apnts.,
Winnineg, &an,

Dear Mdre, Scambler:

It was good to hear from you,
and to learn that the Winnipeg hearings with

Justice Eird have been:so satisfactory. Thanks

also for letting us know about your concern re-
garding Mr., Cherniak's fees,

I hasten to advise that the
Tinance Committee of our Co-operative Committee

has jUSt recently met to draft a svending budget
for the Claims Fund Account (which it now appears
will g0 over the $33,000.00 mark), the bulk of
remitt nces now having been received. FRecommendatlons
of the Recna Conference were also considered, and
will be subhmitted along with the budget for the
apnroval of the full Committee at a meeting later
this week. It is our hope that the cheques will be
in the m~ail this week end. We apprecieate your concer:n
as to our undertaking - indeed we snare it, but it
was felt that we were previously not in a positlon tw
anortion the advances. All such details have been
largely . left in the hands of Hr . tRennieEical legel
counsel, who himself has received rplmburcementc At
exnenses only to date.

I trust that this explanatlon will
set at rest the minds of your Winnipeg Lommittze,
We do ¢n apvoreciate the very fine co-oncration ofr
suecn grouns across the country - withourt : i s MY o3
effeetive iob could not be done.

Sincerely,
" ;’, /’,
‘51C»~4&¢~# cfPrw
"rE / o/ SECRETARY




THEZ CO-OPERATIVZ COMMITTES CN_JAPANESY

CANADIANS
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e lewiCLAINS FUND- onostormmeedie oo =

STATEMENT OF CASH.RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS

FOR .THZ PRRICD. NOVEMBER 8, 19L7 to AUGUST 31, 1948

il
]
i
'
'
l
‘
i
L]
i
4

Retainer fees from claimants:
British Columbia
Alberts
Sasxatchewan
Manitoba
Ontarlo
Quebec

DISBURSEMENT

Expenses:

Solicitors! fees

Solicitors!-lixpenses

Valuation fees

Stationery,-express, etc,

Reimbursemens of affiliated associations
for assistance to claimants

J.C.C.A, = tabulating claams

Ontario hearings:
Usnoraria - secretarial and legal assist,
Interpreter '

Bank Charge

-9

L

)

Ralance August-31,. 1948:

... Cash in Bank

- ‘We have compared the zbove Claims
books of account
be in agreement therewith.

and vouchers of the Committec and have

17,053.04

3. 681,68

201,806 .

1. 77 00
7,L0k .36
010,43

5 7,750,00
6.283L72

3,801.4L5

362,62,

986. 6L
212,50

150,00

130,00
18,20

| '_-‘311025087

M

e T [ :
¢31,025,87

515,675.13

11,350, 74

rund Statement with TlLE
fcund them 1o

P, .S. ROSS & SOMH3Y.

Chartered Acgountants,

TORONTQ, Ont., November 4, 1948,
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T?Z_pO-OPERATIVEZQOMMEEngﬂQﬂrJAPAEESZ CANADIANS

'GENERAL ACCOUNTS

BAnt e Sppa g =

. STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMINTS

P ome e e T

FOR THZ FOURTEEN MONTH PERIOD JULY 1, 1947 to AUGUST 31, 19.8

Cash on hand and in bank July 1, 1947 33,370,68

RECEIPTS

Contributions:

Individuals 41,00

DISBURSEMENTS

KXxpenses:

Secretarial Salaries S1N083,33

Lepal 318,60

Supplies and printing ; 81485

Travelling k 9) &5

AuQits 35400

Cffice Expense TR ;
Postage 19,29 $1,958,76

Balance, ,August 31, 19.8:

Péi%j"C§§h on hand 25,00
Cash in Bank o2y o 92 15 52l G2

Ne have compared the above general :wccount statement with
the books of account and vouchers of the Committee and nave {fouad them
to be in agrecment therewith,

P, S, RBOSS & SINEHE
Charteread Accountants.,

TORONTO, Ont,, November 4, 1948,
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THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE
ON

JAPANESE CANADIANS

TORONTO, ONT.,

ﬂ'g’

67 Riverdale Ave,,
OO0 6, Rt

nNovenmter 8th 1948,

lirs. C, G, Secambler,
24 wterling Apts,.
Ninnipeg, l.an.

Dear lirs. Scambler:

Our recelipt for your remittance of
two thousand, seven hundred and elghty—six dollars

and seventy- 1ive cents ($2,786.75) is enclosed herewith.

Your recommendation of a fifty dollar
refund to mr. Kantaro Suyehiro of Zustache, lan, will
be prese; tcd at the next meeting of our Finance Committee,
waich Wll* be convened in the near future,

As to our national plans, a FTOZre3a
Report was planned at our last Committee meeting and it

1s in toe course of preparation at preseant. It is un-
rortunate that bulletins have not been prepared nore
frequently -- mainly because those who previously did
tae work involved have been pressed into service in
connection with the hearlng . An aundited Ffinapcial
statement and mr. Brewin's review of proceedings to

date will be included-inthe report wilchESROEEE NS
ready Shoprt e

,..

- Appreciating your coantinued interest,

Sincerely,

//; Af//a/w?

LXB, o DA B RN

o A




HONOURABLE MR, JusTICE H. I|. BIRD

COMMISEIONER

JAPANESE PROPERTY CLAIMS COMMISSION

COURT HOUSE
VANCOUVER, B.C,

November 24th 1947,

Thelma R, Scambler,
24 Stirling Apartments,
Winnipeg, Man,

Dear Madam,

I am directed by the Commissioner to advise
you that the opening sessicn of the Commission will be held
at the Court Hruse, Ceorgia Street West, Vaucouver, B.C.,
on lednesday, December 3rd, at 10:30 a,m,

Argument may then be presented by claimuntsg
or their Counsel on mattere of procedure relating to the
conduct of the Commission and its future sessions,

Due notice will be given later tTo egch
claimant of the time and place fixed for the hnearing of
evideace in supprrt of his claim,

Yours truly,

————
o

C { A Z,fﬂcz__', .,.’.-/' — T > £

-_~
= L.
‘/ R ik .

Secretary of the CommigsinL,

A WATSY
SECAKTAS



CO-OPERATIVE COLLITTES ON JAPANESE CoNADIANS

I

67 niverdale Ave,,
Toranto &, OnRT.

BULLETIN #12 December 10th, 1948&.

New Address

Since issu.ng our last Bulletin, the Co-operative Comnmittee's
address nas changed. Z2rleagse rnake note that it 1s now
67 Riverdale Ave., Toronto 6, Ontario (LA . B4B2 0,

Progress Report

Some weeks ago it was decided to rerort on the progress of
claims hearings, wnich entered the final stage in Octobper.
Reprints of an informatilve historical review prepared recently
by our legal counsel, lr. F. A. Brewin, are now available acnd
a copy is included with this bulletin sincelit outliines: iQ
some devall the tremendous task jnvolved in tae co-operative
presentation of approximately one thousand claims. '

Financial Situation
e ——

A copy of the Claims Fund Statement to August 31lst, 1948 1s
21so enclosed. Of the $31,028,87 remitted in retainer fees
to that cate, $19,675,13 was expended, vhlle cXpenses during
tae past three months have eaten away nmost of the $11,350.74
palance in.icated at that tine.

Faced with the necessity of retaining our legal and valuetion
staff for possibly six months Tonzer, An ordem Lo adequately
couplete the pressntation of clains, the Cormittee is now
asking all claimants TO make a further advarce ol one percent

-
[ X » Wi

against the expenses involved, believing al. will agree t.av
a total advance paynment of TWO percent still represents a
grsat saving over what vwould have been possible without tne
Committev's co-operation. + is our hope that tiae respolnsc
will be such that adequate presentation of cvidence durirng
the remaining months of the final heerings will be assureds

Publications

QU Lditoraal Cormittée reports that taree rublications &re
in tne course of preparatlion:

(1) A collection of evacuation sheTries

(2) A popular reading pamphlet outlining this Committee's WOTK
(3) A docurented outline of its work Tor nictorical purpcses.

.Although work has begun on all three, it is still uacervalin
just winen they will b€ available for distritusion. EOWEVED,
as Soon as there is any definite spfornaticr, it will €&
released.

largaret ., 2033

SECRETa Nl
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THE CANADA PRESS CLUB

Hon. Preaident: His Honor Lt. Gov. R.F. Mcwilliams, K.C.
Hon., Vice-Presidents: Profs W.G. Simpson, Ph.D.
Reve. A, d'EBQhﬂmbEUlt, DeDe, DeJeCo

COMMITTEE
President: Judge W.J. Lindal #7, 325 Main St.
Res. Ph. 35 736 Office Ph. 97 G2l
Vice-President: John Pazdor | "Gazeta Polska", c¢/o Can.Publishe
Office Ph.21 8l6 , 619 McDeruot Ave
Seoretary: Madeline liryniewleckl c¢/o Can.Publishe
Of fice Ph. 21 Bl6 619 McDermot Ave
Treasurer; Mr. B.M. Cohen "The Jewish Post", 213 Selkirk Av
of fice Phs, 92 605 and 56 3585
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE : d
Magnus Talgoy "Norrona" 325 Logan Ave. 29 011
G. Nemos "Hungarian News" 375 Hargrave St. 403 287 (re:
Frank Rehwald "Nordwestern" o/0 Nat'l.Publishers 28 207
Peter Stankovio "Croatian Voice" 4 y " 28 207
M. Stechishin "Ukrainian Voice" 214 Dufferin Ave, B 270
M. Pohorecky "The New Pathway" 209 Jarvis Ave. 56 267
Rabbi Solomon Frank 911 Gurfleld St, 27 7358

EDITORS AND SPECIAL MEMBERS

Mr. Hykaway "canadian Farmer" o¢/o Nat'l,Publishers 28 207

Mr. Carlisle Allison "Tribune" Smith & Graham 24 331
H.A. Brodahl "Seandinavian News" 242 Grain Exchange Bldg. 95 778
A.F., Chudzicki "polish Times" 848 Main St.

Stefan Einarson "Heimskringla" 8563 Sargent Ave. 89 951
A. Anderson "Svenska Canada Tidningen" 325 Logan Ave. <9 Oll
Grant Dexter "Free Press" Carlton St. 8 466
E.E. Hallonquist "canada Posten" 396 Logan Ave. . 29 053
E.,P, Johnson "Iogberg" Sargent & Toronto 86 327
S.Me. Selchen "Israelite Press"” 165 Selkirk Ave. 52 213
Rev., Capte SN, Sawchuk "Herald" 7 St., John's Blk. 53 086
L.}, Cohen "Jewish Post" 213 Selkirk Ave. 54 400
Mrs. P.Ms Dahl "Dahl Publishing Co," 325 Logan AVe. 29 011
F. Dojack "Nat'l, Publishers" Market & Princess 28 207
G.F. JOonasson , "Icelandic Canadian" ¥7, 325 lain St. 905 227
‘Reve I.E. Zielonka 846 Burrows Ave.

Rev. L. Lafreniere "Ia Liberte et le Patriote" 619 McDermot Ave.
Mr. Berg "Western Jewish News" McIntyre Blke.

OTHER MEMBERS

"Towmn Talk" 374 Donald St. (Ph, 29 91l) Circulation:
Balmoral to Minto.
Canadian Publishers (Catholic Paper in English)
i 619 McDermot Ave. = near Sacred Heart School
"Western Sportsman" (Published by Weston Community Center - once & month)
. Editor: Mr. A.G. MacDonald, 1429 Bannatyne Ave.
"Ukranian Word" 595 Pritchard Ave.
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WINN1PEG COOPERATIVE COMMITTEE

Executive
Co~-Chairman

Ted Scott 139 Broadway Bldg.

Mrs. Thelma Scambler

24 The Sterling.
Miss Betty Morrisson

180 Woodhaven

Executive Memgers
- Miss Blanche Mcgaffin

17 Avooa Apts.
Miss Neta Sadler

98 Balmoral Place
Mr. Saul Cherniack

460 M.in St @
Mr. Ja ck Edwards

R29 Wellington Cres,

Mr. Kasey Oyama

504 Talbot Ave,
¥r, H, Tachibana
' Wpge Lamp Shades
Rev, James Taylor

441 Sommerset Bldg.

Committees

o ank Ball 97 Balmoral Place

Mrs. Anne Steinman
Hro Chaﬂo Go Sca mbler

24 Sterling Apts
Miss Marjorie Anderson

571 McMillan Ave,
Miss Beatrice McBain

441 Sommerset Bldg.
Miss Rose Romaniuk
Mr, John Freeman |

710 Dorchester Ave,
Miss Dorothie Neil

Sparling Hall
MI‘. A.D. Longman

United College
¥r.T. Umezuki 504 Talbot Ave,
Mr. Al Haynes 257 Lulu St,.
¥r, Ernie Williams
Mr, U.K. Tsuchiya

450 Burrows Ave.
Mrs, J.H. Lindal p
912 Jeassie Ave,4
Miss Mary Dafoe

Mr, Sam Sheps Y.M,H.A,

¥rs., J. Waddington

Py 39 Polson Ave,

1328 Wellington Cres.

Bus, 34247
Home FB745

71302

Buﬂ ° gqan
Home 61257

| 89562

Bus, 22877

f01302
80638
04725

51264
335693
71302
46842
94725
54749
46184
53192
37400
501302

71269

46958
402802
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Mailing List of lnterested Friends of the Co-op

*Committee

Dr. and Mrs,., R Bier
, Mr., and Mrs. Arnold Campbell
. Dr. % Mrs, W,%, Donnelly
Judge A,*, Hamilton

Prof. % Mrs, Paul Hejibert

Prof. & Mrs. Hugo
— Prof, % Mrs. Victor Leathers

Dr., % Mrs, A.R.M, Lower

Mrs., Robt. McQueen
(-Mr, B.J. Tarr

Miss Dorothy Neil

¢ PrOfo Do Owens
-+ Rav, Doug Sparling
L PrOf. &. MI‘S. L.F. So Ritcey

Rabbi A. Perero

Miss Naomi Hersom
L—Miss Roy Wilson -

Miss Florence Philpott
L-Mr, % Nrs. Elliott Bolton
+Rev, Mr., Normen Todd
LEMr, Ed Smee
+ Mr, Lou Roussoff

Mr, J. Edward
+«Mr., % Mras, Chas Nash
L-'Mr. & Mrs, “wart H. Morgsn

Rev. 7.G. Berry
" Prof. Harry Ferns
Dr, E,G.Ds Freeman

Mr. “.J.J Glenesk

Miss Marjorie Ma cKay
' Mpr, Bruce Moorhead

Mr, E,. Eagle
L~ Dean Fletcher Argue

Mr. Geo Stewart
t-Niss Miriam Ferns

Miss Margaret Gilchrist
+~ " Dr, Graham 2
+Miss ldelle Neville

Miss M, Scott

Miss D, ‘Shauffler
-iss H, Sword

67 Ethelb~rt St,

6 Neil Pla ce

949 McMillan Ave,

399 Stradbrook Ave,

9 Aimslie Crt,

88 Canora-St.

179 Elm St,

Council of Social Agencies

Monerch Life Assoc,

Spa rling Hall

182 NMayfair Ave,

923 Byng Place .

2% 1027 Dorchester

Bickle Crt. Broa dway Ave,

606 Rathgare Ave,

790 Toronto St,

Y.N.ECA,

139 Roslyn R4,

Pullman Apts,

YeNoC Ao

WiaNeH o he

529 Wellington Cres,

2 Camden Crt,

1043 Dorchester

92 Cobourg Ave,

United College

710 Dorchester Ave,

YOMOC .A.

U.of M. Fort Garry

130 Sherburn St,
Downing St,

189 Kingston Row

Hollingsworth Co,

215 lnkster Blvd.

S Ross Apts.

United College

651 Sherburn St.

42 Lipton St.

42 Balmoral St,

044 Jessie Ave,
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commission’s record. ,

Actual dealing with cases bew
gins next Monday in Kam-
loops, B.C., where the first 2y
claimants will be heard. !

¥ LD o G i .
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peg, Toronte and Montreal.  Mr.
Justice Bird said he expect: them
'riil months.”

VANCOUVER, Dec. 4 (CP)—A
lone-man royal commission to' in-| it
jvestigate Japancse - Canadians'|to last RE : TS

claims against the {federal gov- i ;‘-Qf.wxi_w.:-l.y' oL convening in
ernment because of property CON- Fort Willlem also was considered

fiscations during the second world|to ease travel problems forrJap-
war stood adjourned Thursday un-|anese residents between Winni-
til Monday after a single day’s|Peg and Toronto and in northern
[N | - ‘_. _ X I! . (}"L’]FIO.

hearing in which the enormity of |1t _

its scope became apparent. | claims .to be heard come

(froia Japanese citizens obliged by
More than 1,000 of the 18,000 | ¢oqoral order-in-council to Jeave the
Japanese-Canadians in the coun-

ey

: west coast asea during he war,

ey at_the outbreak of the V""u'l.'l‘h(.- order still applies and they

‘have registered claims and m?'hme*r.ot been allowed to' return.

flow mounts to between 50 and| ginee their departure, many|,
: { - 3 ™ 3 ih WYy - 1 " ! h. - 3

1100 daily. The average claim .. .pin the federal government has

l

II. Bird of the British Columbia
court of appeal is the commission.|" The only Japanese not required
'His findings will be submitted to{tg jeayv were those who served
ithe secretary of state in Ottawa.|qyrin: . war in the armed forces.
- | Mr. Justice. Bird described hisi Mr. Justice Bird extended the
itask as a “tremendous Teiponsi-ioriginal deadlines to Dec. 31 for

5 iddents in B.C,. and to
Luse elsewhere in Can-

or)
£a*

: | Japangse
Sittings will be=in Vancouver,iJan. 15 jor
iGrand Forks, Vernon, Ix’amloopslar!;x.

.....

for $3,000 and Mr. Justice Hem‘ymﬁposed of 1heir DI'OD(‘.I'UUS and at!*
|prices below normal market value. !,

Representatives Named

Most claimants are represente
by T, G, Norris of Vancouver while
aothers, and the Japanese-Canadian
committee for democracy will be
represented by Andrew Brewin of
Toronto and R. J. McMaster of
Vancouver, :

Appearing for the dominion gov-
ernment is Col. John W. G. Hun-
ter "of ,Toronto.

Comumission secretary is Alexan~
der Watson, a former Victoria, B.C,
banker. § _,

i Ul

1

i
v

l

and: «Nelson, " B.C; L(."hh."idge_‘,l\ ‘Yednesday's proceedings were
Alta.. Moose Jew, Sask., Winni-jonly the formal opening of thel
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School Bocrd -
Upiolds Jap .
Boy's Award *

The Winn,peg school board
Tuesday evening upheld the

award of a ¥100 scholarship
to & Japanesg hoy, attending 2
Winnipey school, cver the objec-
tion of ‘Trustce P, C, Jessiman
Mr. Jessimgin asked that the
rules guverning the award of
scholarships shc.d be changed and
and that a stricter check be made
to gyarantee their phservance.

He said- the rules were not
met In the, awarding of the
scholarship te the Japanese boy.
He was not objecting on racial
or religious grounds, he said, but
because the boy's parents
returned to Japan.?

“His educaticn should not be
Winnipeg ‘- taxpayers’ responsibil-
ity,” Mr, Jesslizan sgid,

| Volcing objectipn to the manner
in which all scholarships are
granted, Mr, Jesalman said awards
were made on the geachers’ recom-
mendations only, and there was
no test given or c¢heck made on
the. parents’ f{inancial status. le
was particularly against this award
hecause if way maude *“on grounds
of sentiment,”

Trustee J. Zuken hotly denied
that there was &nything wrong
with the manace in which schol.
. arships are awarded, He pointed
out that not only apés the prin-
.cipal. mike Ccumiments but an af-
fadavit i5 required signed by two
persons stating that the recipient
is & desgrying casg. it
- 4
_+“If_somne firapglal Javestigation
it woudld mean
means 145y cross-examination. This
would ¢isppuyayge many menipr

*

L

!
)‘:

1

-~

.| lous sty.depts with tinenclal nge

becavse i1 wowld bLe T08 R

| charity,” Mr, Zuken eontinued.

“in any cave Hhis koy was born

in Ganada ard Iy a Canadian,
ang nobedy, not even Mr. Jewi-
man, can tgl! nim to go to any
other cauntry.” he added.

The pupll had undergone &

lexaminavion gnd qualined with tig

fire wvernge pf 90 per cent, he xaid
Tre boprd endorsed hir. Zuken’
viow and granted yhe scholarship,
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(™™ The joint opposition of an alert
~"  public and Parliament compe!led
the Goverment to re-draft Bill 15
and drop the infamous Clause “g.”

(™ Despite this, the Government,

“ - flouting public and Parliament,
resorted to Orders-in-Council to
carry out its previous plan.

(3,

The legality of the Orders-in-Council is being tested in the Supreme
- Court, anc tha: is therefore not open to public discussion at pres-
ent. “ut the »rinciple underlying these Orders and the public pol-
.cies based upon them demand your attention now.

o ‘

Clause “o” of Bill 15 threatened the liberty of every Canadian
citizen, but its immediate purpose was to make legally possible the
revocatio of citizenship and the deportation of Canadian cifizens
of Japanese origin. When the clause was rejected by public and
Parliament, the Government passed Orders-in-Council authorizing
‘the very action which Parliament had refused to sancrtion,

£ i

SUCH EFFT.CNTERY IS AN INSULT TO PARLIAMENT AND
TO THE P"OPLE OF CANADA. .




Order-in-Council re Deportation of Jupanese

P.C. 7355

The preamble to this Order provokes comment.

[t begins:

“Whereas during the course of the war with

Japan certain Japancse nationals manifested their

syipathy with or support of Japan by making re-

quests for repatriation to Japan and otherwise;

“And whereas other persons of the Japanese race
hive requested or may request that they be sent to

Jaan;

“And whereas it i1s deemed desirable that provi-
sions be made to deport the classes of persons re-

te-red to above;

“And whereas it 15 considered necessary by rea-
sur of the war, for the sccunity, detence, peace, order
and welfare of Canada, that provision be made
accordingly. Al

Why were the *“repatriation” forms signed?
From a number ol statutory declarations is
selected a typical one which reads:

‘ *Tashme, B.C.,
November 14, 1945.

“I, Kameo Kumano, <o hereby submit the
following staterzcnt: 1T was willing {o go east
but my wife is confined in the New Denver
Sanatorium and at that time I was told to go
east and work on a farn.. T have three small

children with no one to look after them. I re-
fused to sign at first ' 2lacement Othcer Mr.
E. ¥. Roberts threatc:. .. o cut me off the De-

partment of Labor, Jupauese Division, Puavroll
and also refused to give me maintenance. With

no other alternative I had to sign for repatria-
tion.

“This statement 1s given voluntarily and is
true to the best of my knowledge and Lelief.

(Signed) “K. Kumano.”

This Order and tae other two which follow
were dated “Dcecember 15, 1945”"—more than
four months after VJ-Day. The War Mecasures
Act itself expired on December 31, 1943.

Following the preambie, are the operative terms of the Order. It lists those cate-

gories of persons who can be sent to Japan:

(1) Every person 16 years of age or over, other
than a Canadian national, who is a national of Japan

rosident in Canada and who, since December 8, 1941, -

his made a request for repatriation or who has been
interned for any reason since the beginning of the
war with Japan.

(2) Every naturalized Japancse, 16 ycars or
over, living in Canada who has requested repatria-
tion: provided that he has not revoked his request
in writing prior to midnight of September 1, 1945.

(3) Every Canadian-born person of Japanese
origin, 16 years or over who has requested *“re-
patriation”: provided that he has not revoked in
writing such request prior to the making by the
M-ister of an.order for deportation.

(4) “The wife and children under 16 years of

1ge of any person for whom the Minister makes an

— e ——

order for deportation to Japan may be included in

— = -

e — — —— . —

such order and deported with such person.”

e —

Hundreds of pcrsons of various other na-

*tionalities have been interned in Canada dur-

ing the war. None, as far as we know, have
been deporicd because of beiny interned, nor
has the governmcutl proposed .0 deport them.

Speaking in Parliament on December 17,
1945, the day the three Orders were tabled,
Prime Minister king said:

“The circumstances of war aand the pe-
culiar character of the present problem re-
guire more expcditious and broader action
than the present statutes aliow. (Naturaliza-
tion and Immigration Acts). But the Orders
that have been i sscd to permit effective
action raise no new .rinciples, nor do they
depart from any estaviished principles.”

Under what Canadian statute or established
principle of law can the government deport
to a foreign country the wiie and Canadian-
born children of a person, for no other reason
than that they are his wife and children?

The remainder of the Order sets out in considerable detail the powers and duties
of the Minister of Labor, in carrying out the deportations. In contrast one recalls Prime
Minister King’s speech in the House of Commons on August 4, 1944, and particularly

thiso sentence:

i “We must not permit in Canada the hateful doctrine of racialism which is the

basis of the Nazi system everywhere.”

These three Orders-in-Council are based solely ovn racial considcerations.

Order-in-Council Revoking Natursocation -

P.C. 7356

The purpose of this Order is to revoke the citizenship of all pcrson:."_c_:t_epurted under
the previous Order. After a preamble of similar import to that of P.C. 7333, Sec. 1 reads:
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“l. Any person who, being a British subject by
naturalization under the Naturalization Act . . . is
deported from Canada under the provisions  of
Order-in-Council P.C. 7355 of 1Sth December,
1945, shall, as and from the date upon which he
leaves Canada in the course of such deportation,
cease te be cither a British subject or a Canadian
nalional.”

It would be difficult to imagine anything
more sir:ster than this Order which permits a
person tu be stripped of every citizenship right
in the country of his birth or legal residence.
Rights embodied in the constitution of the
United States prevent this being done there,
and even those persons deported are not de-
prived of their American citizenship,

Qrders-in-Council re Commission to Inquire.. ..
: P.C. 7357

This Order starts out in similar vein to the two others. Part of its preambhle reads:

“And whereas experience during the war in the
administration of Order-in-Council P.C. 946 of
February 5, 1943, providing for the control of per-
sons of Japanese race has indicated the desirability
of determuning whether the conduct of such Japa-
nese persons 1n time of war was such as to make the

deporcation of any of them desirable in the national
LNECERSE, ot (A

The most suitable comment here is undoubit-
edly the statement made by Prime Minister
King in the House of Commons on Augu.t 4,

1944;

“It is a fact that no person of Japanese
race born in Canada has been charged with
any act of sabotage or disloyalty during the
years of war.”

Nor has any evidence since been given of
the need for such measures.

The Order states that “it is deemed advisable to make provision for the appointment
of a Commission to ‘nstitute the investigation referred to above,” and proceeds to set forth

its constitution and powers:

“1. A Commission consisting of three persons
shall be appointed to make Inquiry concerning the

acuvities, loyalty and 1he extent of co-operation
with the Government of Canada during the war of
Japanes2 nation .
nese race in Canada in cases where their mames are
referred to the Commission by the Minister of Labor

.

for investigation with a view to recommending

whether in the circumstances of any such case such |

person should be deported.”

-

and naturalized persons of Japa- -

The proposed “loyalty tribunal” cast its
shadow over the lives of persons of Japane s
origin long before it was created, and became
part of the pressure that made them sign four
‘repatriation.” A notice sent out in Maren,
1945, by T. B. Pickersgill, Commissioner «f
Japanese placement, included this sentence:

“Failure to agree to re-settlement out:iae
of British Columbia by those evacuated Japa-
nese-Canadians not wanting to sign applica-
tions for voluntary repatriation to Japan may
be regarded later by the proposed loy.ity
tribunal, when it i1s established, as evidence
of lack of co-operation with the government
of Canada.”

Speaking in the House of Commons on Nov. 21, 1945, the Minister of Labor said:

“Let me say, with all the emphasis at my command, that no coercion was ex-
ercised in the © ing of requests for repatriation from persons of the Japanese rice.”

The relevant question appears to be: What is coercion?

Clause 2 reads, in part:

. the Commission may, at the request of the
Minister of Labor, inquire into the case of any nat-
uralized British « ject of the Japanese race who has
made a request :or repatriation and which request
is hnal under the s:': Order-in-Council and may
make such recommencdations with resnect to such
cases as it deems advisable.”

/f

The foregoing is the gist of the three Orders-in-Council.

It is significant that only the Minister has
the right to institute action to refer cases to
the Commission and he is not cumpelli-d to
do so. Those who are to be deported have no
recourse except to wcerk upon the sympathics
of the Minister. Hic own statement, given
above, indicates his general attitude.

il d]e HOUSU U_f CUITL'

mons, on Decemnber 17 last, Prime Minister King referred to the difficulties of sctuling
. . . 1 ’
the Japanese-C:u.dian o esion, and summed up his view of the sovernment’s new

Orders in these words:

- “May I say that we have sought to deal with it (this probliia) and in doing so
© auneica precept of doing justly kut alse loving nmiercy, and the
v table will give expression to that upproach.”

we have followed 1
Orders-in-Council which
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The declared policy of the Prime Minister and the will
¢ of Parliament is set aside by Order-in-Council.

Sufficient power already exists in the Statutes of Can-
ada to revoke naturalization and deport persons under
certain specified conditions.

@™ This policy would forcibly separate from their Cana-
(ian-horn families, aliens who have been obedient to
Canac.an laws.

If one group of Canadians can be singled out for de-
portation, is anyone safe?

® By these Orders-in-Council Canada adopts the hatcful
doctrine of racialism which threatens to destroy civ-
ilization, |

s ‘ £ - PR ‘L il Suih Ik iil' o i‘l‘ vy L«‘ J . . .

M Wite or wire the Prime Minister and your member of
Par iument protesting against Order-in-Council legis-
lation; and urge that the civil rights of persons of Jupa-
nese origin be restored. |

© Demand that every person whose name appears on the
repatriation forms and who has asked for cancellation
of his application [cr deportation be given opportuuity
to be beard, with counsel, before the loyalty Com-
M1ISSI0N .

Arrange public or group protest meetings in your dis-
trict. Ask for speakers from the local Civil Liberties

4

o [Tnion or other orgavizations which bave taken up rhis
cause.
. @ 7elp finance the TEST CASE now Lefore the Supreme
: _ Court. Send your contributions fo VANCOUVER
e CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL.

This leaflet is issued by the Vancouver Consultative Council. ADDITIONAL CQP!ES may he obtained
from the secretary, 1806 West 14th Avenue, Vancouver; or from the Co-operalive Camml_ttee on Japa-
nese-Canadians, 126 Eastbourne Avenue, Toronto: or from the Jzpanese Defence Cammitiee, 504 Tal-
hot Avenue, \virnireg. Price: 12 copies for 50c; 100 copies for $4.00.

SROADWAY @fi = pRINTERS, LD




———— o —

e vttt e s . S e

TASHME, B.C.
L Ad
November 18, 1945,

Dear Fellow-Christians:

We, the Christians of Tashme, are taking the liberty of send-
ing to you, copies of the petitions (one on behalf of themselves,
and the other of their parents) sent to the Prime Minister of Canada
by the Canadians of Japanese ancestry, living in Tashme, B.C,

You will see that the enclosed petitions ask for the cancellation
of the forms signed by them earlier in the year. You will also see
some of ihe reasons why they signed.

We cre appealing to you, Fellow-Christians, children of the
same Heavenly Father, for sympathy and understanding.

We feel strongly that it would materially help our cause, if
.as large a number of Church Organizations and Members as is
possible were to send letters to the Prime Minister, supporting
these petitions. Our whole future may depend upon it. Will, you
not heip us in this matter? Time s very important and therefore
we would appreciate it greatly if you could act immediately.,

Yours in Christian fellowship,

THE CHRISTIANS OF TASHME.




THE ORDERS-IN.COUNCIL MUST BE RESCINDED
BECAUSE THEY . . :
1 _Prm-idt- for the exile of Canadian citizens, putting the value of citizenship
Into contempt,
. Cancel naturalization without reason,
. AAre not now related to the war emergency,

3
+. Purport to-be based on requests to be sent to Japan while evidence indicates
that the requests were not voluntary,

5. Threaten the security of every minarity in Canada, a land of minorities.
6. Cannot be enforced without grave injustice to innocent persons.
7. Constitute a violation of International Law.

-

S. Are based on racial discrimination, now defined as a crime against humanity

by the International Military Tribunal,
9. Will imperil Canada's international relationships,
10, Are in direct contradiction to the United Nations Charter.

MEANWHILE . ,

Our Japanese Canadians are denied basic human richts. . They are
still subvect to all the restrictions of Orders-in-Council passed under the
War Measures Act thouch these have already been removed from other
aroups, Almost a vear after the end of the war, Canadian citizens and
nationals alike are denied freedom of movement and the right to purchase
land and homes,  No restitution has vet been made for the property of

Japanese Canadians which was sold without the consent of the owners,
and ar ruinous prices,

-y

Rehshilisation grants amount to the meagre sums of $45-S60 for an
adult and 5135 for a child. (Grant allowed for going to Japan: $200
for an adult and $50 for a child,)

ACTTINIGY NVA 2o s

(1)  Write or wire the Prime Minister to abandon the Orders-in-Council
authorizing deportation, Send a copv to vour Federal Member.
a. Ask that any person against whom there is substantial proof of
disloyalty be given a fair trial as provided in the Immigration and
Naturalization scts,
h. Ask that only those who now wish to go to Japan be sent.
c. Urve that all others be given full citizenship rights immediately.
(2) Ask the Government to introduce an adequate rehabilitation pro-
oramme including the following points:
1. Full compensation for the loss of property;
b. Adequate grants for re-establishment;
c. Rehabilitation training, LB
(3) Co-operate with others in your community to protect _the interests
of Tapanese Canadians and to provide for their weitare,
(4) Help ninance the Privy Council appeal,

Generous contributions from all over Canada enabled the Cc')mmi.ttc't:
to meet all oblications involved in the Supreme Court case. Noyweitin
necessary to appeal again to the generosity of all interested ypeople.

Send contributions to the Treasurer, Miss Constance (hg;apcll, 264
Queen St. W, Toronto, or to your local Co-bperative Comimittee,

Issued by The Co-operative Committee on Japanese-Canadians,
April, 194€ 126 Eastbourne Ave., Toronto g e 34




To the Prime Mini''or of ﬁ::u&.f
And to Whom it May Concern;

We, the undersigned, born in Canada und naturclized Ca-
nadians of Jopancse origin, having alrecady oppealed 10 the Pyl
Mirister and those in auvthority torhave “repatriation forms” ohb-
fained from us cancelled, do voluntarily aflach our signatures ‘o
the following statcinent for the purpo f making clcar {le basis
of our appcal and with the uvizent request that our plea shall

receive careful consideration.
Ye would point out the fclloving facts in support of our
appeal:

Coi : ‘izuce “with the g=verr ment - ulctions at tl.e ‘iine of
bLeing requited 1o mcle L clarctica of ¢ -lica’ion would
have rcsu!'-d inan im:  dicle c.ﬁ:, cavol . [ our fumilies, in rany
coses '~uving old cad sick folk on their ¢vn; cnd further an im-
mediate loss of any econcmic securily which we posic::ed.

Rey oits of pressure being placed upon individuals to sign

and linited time 1o consider the maiter carefully restricted our
freedom of choice.

Certain persons were given reason by the authorities to be-
lieve that they could apply to have tlicir “application” cancelled
and it was generally belicved by reccon ihereof by the under-
signed {lat this course of acticn would be open to them.

It was in these circumsiances and under these p:essures that
we cigned the “repciriation” forms and not with any esire or
intention of renouncing our Cancdian citizenship and assuming
the status of citizens of Jopon. Had the choice !>een put to us in
this way ond the hope of concellation been clearly absent, we

would never hove signed such declarations.

We whose names appear below have already asked for the
cancellation of our declaration of intention to ievoke our Ca-
nadian citizenship; we declare herewith our sincerity of purpose
in requesting such conceliotion together with our strony desire
fo enjoy the full privilege of Canadian citizenship, and at the
some time declorc our intention ond readiness 1o fulfill all the
duties and responsibilities pertaining thereto.

We beg to remain, Sirs,

YOUR PETITIONERS.

s Nl

: \l..o

To the Prime Minister of Canada,
And to Whom it May Concern:

We, the und'crsigned, your recent petitic ‘crs requesting can-

cellation of “repatriation forms” made ecarlier this year, Jo

hereby extend a joint petition on behalf of our parents « nd some
o“__mqw who have also asked for cancellation of repatriation forms
gned by them, and we do this on the follc ving consideraiions:

Whereas our parents as a group !ave shown nrm:.oﬁmlm:nm
common 1o immigrant groups of cther rcces, clai: * hness, ' °k

of facility in the use of the English longuage, *n__c_‘m 1o app:eri-
cte the cusioms and habits of the Canodian pecple and n
Gy FJ\ oqcpmrm_soamno:a_nuonmm.\L.;..m%_ﬁ,.\nOFO

cought consistently and no*i.:coc&x to ' = v their children well

~ducated «fter Canadian standards; thcy have ¢ .preciated
high!y the democratic way of life and hcve urged .pon their
childien the full assumption of the oblig-'"cns of " “zenship.

And whereas many of them applying for cance!! tion have
given most of their lives (many of them hc.e bcen in Canada
upwards of forty years and have never been in Japan since their
first coming to Canada) in assisting in the building of the basic
industries in B.C. (lumbering, fishing, and farming).

And whereas a number of them have signed repalriation
forms, not because of any desire 1o go back to Japan, but be-
cauvse of their failure to understand the manner in which they
hcve been treated and the insecurity and fear which 1they have
suffered os instanced by the following incidents:

(a) The sale of their property.

(b) The declaration of the Government in P.C. 3213, Sec. 7,
April 21, 1942, that all persons of Jopanese race moved
to other provinces from B.C. would be moved again at
the close of the war.

(c) Government ond municipal restrictions on property
ownership and business enterprise.

(d) Family obligations and the responsibility for the main-
tenance of young children and infirm persons.

(e) The failure of negotiations for work and residence in
eastern Canada.




(f) Their own unfitness to do many forms of work offered
to them in the east,.

(9) The lack at the time of being required to move east or
sign for Japan of any economic security for their families,

And whereas, we their children, being as we are their main
hope of support for the future, and feeling strongly the natural
ties of blood and affection, are faced with separation from them
or exile from our native land, do hereby earnestly plead with
you the Prime Minister of Canada and the people of Canada
that these our parents be permitted to remain with us if they so

cesire, that we all may become useful citizens and residents of
this our country,

We beg to remain, Sirs,

YOUR FAITHFUL PETITIONERS.

BROADWAY PRINTERS LTD,
VANCOUVER, B.C,
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“ronerly Claims

By F.A. Brewin

Legal Counsc:i to the Co-op.
Com. ou Jap., Can.

To write an account of the
Jar:.nese Property Commission
wnlie it is still in progress espe-
cinlly whoen the writer is one of
the clannants’ counsel, requires
& certain reserve. A review of {8
origin and what has occured 8o
far may, however, bhe of some
interest to readers of The New
Canadlian.

One thing may certainly be
said. The commission is unique
in the ' story of Canadian juris-
prudence, There have of course
been many cuses in which claims
huve becn made aga:nst govern-

.onts for property expiopriated
for public purposes, Tnere huve
been inquiries into the values of
very cxiensive propertes by ju-
dicial cor 'missions. During this
war an ing.u' 'y was held into the
“:.1i8 and otacr properties of the
U krainian Lebor Farmer-Tems-
ple Association which had been
declarcd an iliegal association
and as n result the halls were
repurchased by the Government
and returned to the original ow-
ners. Never before however, has
it become necessary to inquire
into the values of many diffe-
rent sorts of properties lost to
a large oroup of Canadian resi-
dents sciftorod over the whole
of Canncin.

GOVERNMENT POLICY

T.e Commission arose of
course out of '~ o evacuation of
the Japrnese Canadian residents
from the coastal areas as & Te-
gult of government policy after
Psurl Harbour in December,
~ .1. Tt {a unnecessary to ques-
tion here the wisdom or Jjustice
of such a policy. It is enough
to recall that it [nevitably caus.
ed t"r sudden uprooting and
dispersal «: mmany people  wWho
had made their homes in British

Colwnbia and acquired farmas,
business and personal posses.
sions by hard work and, in some
cases, the efforts of a lifetime.
It was not the result of any dis-
loyalty or subversive action or
tendencies on the part of those¢
affected. It was a hard blow to
a special group of citizens. War
inevitably results in hardship.
The results of the policy of eve-
cuation were uniquc in that they
fell upon the shoulders of a par-
ticular racial group for no fault
of their own and were the di-
rect result of the policy of the
Canadian Governunent itself,

IMPOSSIBLE TO PROTECT
ALL

At first, it was clearly not
contemplated that the evacua-
tion would be lengthy or per-
manent, Later when it became
apparent that the war would
lust for some Lime and that
nost of those evacuated would
never return, the policy of liqui-
dating or selling the assels of
those evacuated was adopted. It
was quite mevitable that ts
policy with the best effort in
the world by the Custodian and
his staff would mean that the
owners would not get the full
value of their property. With
an inadequate staf{ available, it
was impossible to protect all of

the properties, many of them
in remote areas, from theft,
vandalism and deterioration.

When properties came to be
sold, normal market conditions,
despite every precaution taken
by the Custodian, could hardly
be expected In 1942, invasion of
the West Coast se-med no re-

mote possibility ana the very
fact of evacuation robbed the
market of many people wha



would In normal circumstances

be buyers. Nor would it be hu-
man nature if everyone was as
high-minded as to refuse to take
advantage of the situation cauws-
¢u by the evacuation.

The question of property los-
ses was for long overshadowed
by the most ominovus thrcat of
wholcsale deportations. The
energies of the dispersed Ja-
pancse Canadians and thelr
friends were naturally concen-
trated on resisting deportatiomn.
It is an ill wind that blows no
one good, however. The threat of
deportation aroused a wide-
spread sympathy for the Japa-
nese Canadians across Canada
and some understanding of their
probices The press, the church,
trade unions, university students
and innumerable groups and in-
dividuals across Canuda made it
clear to the Government that
they thought the proposed de-
portation to be a negation of jus-
tice an1 an expression, however
unconscious, of racial discrimi-
nation. The spearhead of this
battle was  the Co-operative
Coramittee on Japanese Cana-
dians themselves. A legnl case
wi: taken first to the S come

Court of Canada and th:- to the
Frivy Counecil. The case v Iofst
but it g=i~-! time for public
opit to miake itorlf felt and
scon after the ¢ Jision WAa3
kaown, Prime M SR E

k;‘-:;.fT::'I:‘.".g announc=:. that ‘
ord.r3 providing for deportation
ha! Fecn rescinded.
i MUSED COMI'ENS ™ TION
At the same time he promised
that compensation for property
losses would be considered. The
Co-operative Committe. now as-
sun~d the responsihility -° pres-
s'n- for the Implementation of
this promise. The Japancse Sa-
nadian Conimittee for Demc:ra-
cy had already made an exten-
siv- survey of economlc losses
cau,>d by the evacuation. Fur-
ther intervicw s were obtainad
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with the Seccr¢tary‘of State and
representations were made urg-
ing the setting up of a Commis-
sion with authority to inqulre
into these losses. Attention was
cailed to parallel actica  heing
(aken by the Government and
Congress of the United / States
to remedy w similar situation
there. The  Public ' Accounts
Committee of Parllament ({n-
vestigated the administration of
the Custodian and after careful
examination, particularly of the
purchase by the Veterans Land
Act Administration of a large
block of farm lands formerly
owned by Japanese Canadians
at about 609 of the asscssed
value, recommended the ap-
pointment of a Judical Com-
mission. The Press not un-
naturally called attention to
more glaring and sensational
Instances of what seemeéd In-
justice . and perhaps ' put ‘'the
Government too much on ' the
defersive. It has never '‘beon
the attitude of the Co-operative
Committee or any group repre-
senting the Japancse Canadians
that they wish to attack or
question the good faith or effi-
clency of the Custodian or his
stalf. ‘

DEFENSITE ATTITUDE

It was neverthcless the resnlt
of this defensive attitude that
the c.ijinad terms of refcrence
which appointed the Hon. Mr.
Justice Bird as a Commis-loner
under the Pu'ic Inqguiries At
were a grave disappointm ’
Tiivy provided that the Con:-
milssioner mizht only recom-
mend the payinent of loses due
to the negligence or lack of
care of the Custodian or his
staff. Th» Co-operative Com.-
mittce promp!': arranged to
int. cviews the Government and
expross  thelr | diszppointiment.
The writer saw the Ministers
chiefly concerned: the Hon. J.
L. N:ley ,then Minister of Jud-
tice and the IT..». Colin Gibson,

Secretary of State. We urged
that the terms of reference be
widened so as to permit inquiry
into all tangible property losses
arwing out or the evacuation
which  would einclude iysses
vaused by forced sales by
€vacuces themselves. .The Cov-
ernment would not go g0 far but
they . did amend the terms of
reference substantially by re-
moving the reference to losses-
caused by the lack of care of

the Custodian. The terms of
reference as amended of course
set the limits of the powers of
the Commissioner. They dircct
him to inquire into losscs sus-
taincd by persons of the Japan-
es¢ race resident in Canada
through the sale of thelr pro-
perty, both real and personal,
by the Custodian at less than its
fair market value or through
the loss, destruction or theft of
pPersonal property vested in the
Custodian (but not while in the
care of some person Into whose
custody, control or managenient
other than the Custodian, it was
comniitted by the owner).

TREMENDOUS TASK
" And so the Commission was
set up. It has proved to be a
tremondous task. The first step,
and by no means a simple one,
was the filing of claims,. The
Co-operative Cormmittee pif ‘ed
guifable forins in accordance
with the ncwspaper advertis
ments publislied by the Com-
missioner. The filling in of thes:
claims was the first tas’c and of
course fnvolved a dztailed and
carcful exan:ination of each
claim. The claims, with the
exception of a few: late claiis,
were completed by January of
thiss Ve The Commissioner
has, since that time, travelled
acr:s Canada and heard the
evil-nce of & very large nunj-
ber of claimants. Many of th
readers of The Now Canadian
will be familiar with these hear-
ings To shnrten and clacify

the evidence to be presented,
written forms giving some of
the necessary details of the pro-
perties in question were pre-
pPared. Government Counsni
Cross - examined claimants and
presented documents indica

the ressons why the Govern.
ment opposed a claim. The
clulmants huve been reprasented
ir nearly salf cases by Caunsel
representing the Co-operative
Committee. Though it has been
made clear that claimants have

every right to appear without
counsel and to choose their awn

counsel, the scheme of cepre-
sentation made available by the
Co-operative Committee hag
becn accepted by the large ma-
Jority of claimants except in
Southern Alberta where Mr. A.
Gladstone Virture, K. C.., repre-
sents a large group of claimants.
Counsel representing the Co-
operative Committee have in-
cluded: Mr. R. J. McMaster and
Mr. J. A. MacLennan of Van-
couver; Mr. L. S. Turcotte and
Mr. W. E. Huckv:le of Alberta;
Mr. Morris Shumiatcher, Mr.
George Tamaki and Mr. P, G.
Malki roff in Saskatchewan; Mr.
S. *!. Cherniack of Manitoba;
Mr. . A. Best and the writer
in  Ornfario; and M ""ROBEE

eir:»?, K.C,, In Qucbec. They
hav: b=en musl: assisted In e
ar-: u3s task of preparing the
wiitten evi:d »  and . inter-
viewing - claimants by Mr.
Leckie and NMr Jack Gilbat
and representatives of the JCCA
whose co-operation has been
esscntial

COURTLEOUS ATTENTION

Perhap: some of the claim-
ants feel that they would like
to have a chance to present
further éxidence In support of
their claim. Nevertheless, claim-
ants cannot fail to be impressed
by the courteous attontion of
the Commlssioner, Mr. Justice
Bird. In the tim available,
however, it was found Impos-




- — ot oy
e ——— — = —— -

d

sible for the Commissioner hims-
sclf to hear all the evidence of
the  cluimants and  various
County Court Judges have been
appointed to hear the remaining
evidence of claimants, At the
present time, the Sub-Commis-
sions have completed all their
Work cxcept in Ontario where
the hearigs are proceeding
now.  Some 200 cases are stil
to 2 heurd.,

Considering all the difficul-
tes, it is remarkable how
smoothly and efiiciently the
evidence  has  been presenteq
and the facts brougnt before
the Commissioner. 1ln few, it
any cascs, has there becn any
suggestion that clainants were
Intentionally muisleading the
Ccommissioner, y

FIRST STAGE ENDS '
This will ¢nd the first stage
of the Conumission bul it is by
no means the most important.
In al cases of valuation, the
opimion of the expert is re-
quired. 'To estabush &a fair
market  value, evicence will
have Lo be given by expcert real
estale va.uators, Research has
Lo Le undertaken into voluntary
sales made contemporaneously
wilh sales by the Custodian, the
1 ion of sclling values to
aw.essments and crop values and
marxet wends., The values of
timber limits, of cars, radios,
farm implements, fishing ves-
8els, fisiung nets, household
iurnture and many other forms
of property, at the relevant
lates must be considered and
related to individual cases. A
great deal of this work has al-
ready been done for the claim.
ants by the Co-operative Com-
mittee under the supervision of
Mr. R, J. McMaster of Van-
couver.

The Co-operative Committee on Japanese Canadians,

————— —— . ——————— .

The Commissioner has heard
and i8s now hearing general
vvidence presented by Govern-
ment Counsel.  Shortly he will
be hearing claims presented by
corporations. This will be fol-
lowed by detailed hearings of a
selected number of representa.-
Uve cases dealing with special
categories of claims. The evi-
dence of valuators on both sides
will be presented. Upon the
principles established in these
representative cases, each case
will be reviewed and if pPossiule
fitted into its category. Cascs
involving special features will
be specially 1eviewed.

The immensity of the task
before the Commission, Govern.-
ment Counsel and the represen-
tatives of the claimants may
Perhaps be realized when it is
consiaered that there are some
1,600 claimants claiming up-
wards of $5,000,000.00 and that
each claim represents a multi-
lude of details. It is hoped that
with continued co-operation be-
tween all concerned, the Com-
Inission may complete its work
and make final recommenda-
tions to the Government in 1949.

Most of the Japanese Cana.
dians will not regard the out.
come of the Property Commis-
sion as a matter of dollars and
cents only. There are bound to
be some disappointments. What
can be, and we believe, will be
the outcome of the Commission
will be a sense that, though it
has cost time, money and effort
—in & democracy, justice, how-
ever imperfect, is a reality and
that Canadians of Japanese
origin can depend upon re-
ceiving the sarne consideration
from the Canadian people and
government as any other group
of Canadians.

. &

- 67 Riverside Avenue,
"+ Toronto 6, Ontario.




