


PRELIMINARY REPORT NO. 1

Report of the Special Meeting called by the Citizenship Defense
Committee on March 17, 1946.

l. A preliminary meeting of the committee appointed to study and report on the
national federation of Japanese people'’s organizations Was held on March 17

b i at the Nisei Co-operative Residence, 506 Jarvis 3t., Toronto, with Shuichi

| Sasakl as chairmen, The meeting convened at 2850 PLlis i

2+ Twenty-two persons were present:
Shuichi Sasaki, chairman, Citizenship Defense Committee (CDC)
Mrs. Noboru Hirabayashi, Christian Women's Association
Kinzie Tanaka, Japanese Canadian Committee for Democracy (JCCD)
Toshizo Suzuki, Japanese Canadian War Services Auxilieary

Atsumu Kamino, Judo Club Tats Harada, Nisei Fellowship
Eileen Shintani, JCCD Yosh Kishimoto, Credit Union
Hikobei Mori, Buddhist Mission Otokichi Onishi, CDC
Bunji Hisaoka, CDC Kunio Hidaka, CDC

| Tokue Kameoka, CDC Isseku Uchida

| Shosaku Ozawa, CDC K. Hori

i Tomokichi Mio, CDC Eikichi Kagetsu
Rinzo Hagino, CDC Kohel Nakai
H. R. Nobuoke, CDC litsugi Yamashita

5« Persons invited but not present were:
Fred Sasaki, Nisei Fellowship  Yoshioc Nokazava

Tom Morita Peter Yamadea
Tokichi Ohi Sokichi Kadoneage.
Sam Yamada Yoshio Odea
Kunio Shimizu Chizuko Shimano
Franl Nakamura Roy Shinobu
Ceorge Yoshie Molly Fujita
Harry Miyasaki Bill Takeda

Mr., & Mrs. Edward Kitagawsa Mi Akiyams

4, NEED FOR ORGANIZATION The chairmaen asked each person to state his frank
opinion 28 to whether or not a nationel organization was required. The unan-
imous opinion of thetl9 persons who spoke was that & national body wes needed.

5. PURPCSES CF THE CRGANIZATION The desired objeccts corrcspondcd with those of
the Japenese Cencdian Citizens! Association of Winnipeg:
" a) to promote the welfare of Jopancse people in Canada
b) to secure all rights of citizenship
to assume ell responsibilities of citizenship
to promote cultural essimiletion, and
to co-operate with all organizations working for the betterment

of Jepenese in Caneada.
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6. PROPOSED STRUCTURE CF THE ORGANIZATION
iir « Kemeoka outlined possible clterneative types:
&) a federation of Citizenship Defense Cormittees
b) federation of ell organizations
¢c) one national organization with breanch chapters
d) a combination of &) and b).
Mr . Nobuoka proposed:
e) a central council of Toronto orgenizations
b) co-ordination with central councils of other erces
Mr. Ozawa proposed an orgenizetion built on the federal system:
' 2) for Torbswlo - Committee of Citizon's Orgenizftions, funds raised 4
| by canvess of $1.50 per femily and $1.00 per working person
| b) for Ontario - Ontario Federction of Citizenship, work done by the
above body, finenced by & 50 cent ennual foc :
¢c) for Genndp - Cenadian Federation of Citizenship, work done by tre
g Toronto organization.
| Mr. Uchida proposcd thet all persons join thec Japanese Coanadien Committee for
| Democracy, whose objects were the samc as thosc egreed upon by the mecting.
Mr, Kemino stated that, in order to nveid the confusion Wwhich would result
from having still enothcr organization, the centrel council,juk supported the
proposal that everyonc join the JCCD.
Mr, Hori stated thet onc crgonization, financed by monthly dues, should be

open to all pcrsons.
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Mr, Mio supported the proposal that everyone join the JCCD.
Mr. Onishi proposcd:

n

) for Toronto - recommend that everyonc join the JCCD
b) appoint a sub~coinitico to bring in a draft outline for =
national federation, which would be studied by the conmittec.
Mr. Ozawa favoured financing through an amnual financial drive.
Mr. Nobuoka stated that onc single organization would raise the difficulty
of language.

Mr. Uchida re-iterated his support for Jeint isseci-nisel action within the JCOD,

The alternative types of organization were re-stated by Mr. Kamcoka:
&) for Toronto - sheuld a contral council be formed, or
b) should cveryone bs urged *o join the JCOD.
He favoured the letter.
On a divisicn, two persons fevourecd & centrel council, while 17 supported
all persons joining the JCCD.

"o possible courses were oper for the eppointing of a sub-cormittee to bring
in a drafi outline for a national fcderation:
' a) to select the cormmittees from o JOCD reeting, or
b, to select the committce at +he present CDO Weuting.
In view of the neced for sore cierification and recommendation on the futurc
of tho CDC as part of the national federation proposal,. 4t was decided theat
the sub-committce ad®ild be appointed: by the CDC, ° “Qe :

Mr. Tamaka, Sasaki and Hidake wore then nomed a noriinating' cormittece, and
the following porsonc selected, were ratified by the reeting:

2 ™ Ly £ m . N ne I
‘uEr e halle Cl\.LL IWCees L .,’-..Y]J.] -a il C Zowa
- . (o iR T ER D00 - \
Harada Shinsbhu Sasaki (ex officio)
- 1. -. [ v .
Uchida Onishi
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The meeting adjourned 2% 5:00 P.M.
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CABINET INTERVIZYED BY CO-OPERATIVE COMVITTER

Hugh Maci{illan, executive secretary, and Andrew Brewin, counsel, Toronto
Co-operative Committec on Japanese Canadians, E. J. Tarr, Uinnipeg lawyer, rep-
resenting the Winnipeg Co-operative Cormittee, and ¢, H. Millerd, national dir-
ector, United Steclworkers of Anerica end executive nenber of the Canadian Con-
gress of Labour, hod an hour and one~-half long interview with Cabinet members
on Tuesday, ilarch 26.

The Governrment group, headed by lir. King, included the Hon. L. S. 5t
Laurent, minister of justice; Hon. Brooke Claxton, minister of health and wel-
fare; Hon. Paul llartin. secretary of state; Hon. Huonphrey ilitchell, minister of
labour; Hom. D. C. Abbott; minister of national dcfenee and Hon. Ian llackenzie,
minister of veterans' affairs and British Colunbia nember of the Cabinct,

David Croll, Liberal i[.P. and M.J. Coldwell, national leader of the CCF
accompanied the Cormittce ropresentatives and introduced therm to the Governrent.

Mre liacliillan asked that the orders in council on deportation be revoked
irmediately and entirely. It is reported that, whilc thc Prirc iinister and the
Minister of Justice stated that they did not want to seec any deportation carried
out, they were not prepared to withdraw the crders in council at this time, be-
cause that nmight bring.on political eriticism and stir up opposition. They hoped
the whole matter would quieten down and die out. |

lirs King and Mr. St. Laurent said they hoped the Privy Council viould de-
clare the orders in council invalid. A heering by the Privy Council in October
would mean the decision would not be given until the end of the Year, when the
spocial emergency powers would lapse and the Governrent would not be able to
carry out deportation, in any case.

While not prepared to take the brave step of withdrawing the orders, the
Governrent said no deportotion would be carricd out without full approval of Par-
liament, and, furtherrore, should any person feel that he was being sent away
Wwithout his approval, o full investigation will be allowed of all circumstances.
The Prime Minister stated that he hoped that "none too many are sent out."

Mre Coldwell, vho has consulted iir. King onm nany occasiors, states thot
he has never seen the Prime Minister "so visibly disturbed". It is reported the+
both iir. King and ilr, St. Laurent agrecd with the stand of /the Co-operative Cori~
ritteo,

It was also stated that "serious conmsideration" would bo given to the
renioving of all restrictions, particulerly in Escstern Canada.
Ian Mackenzic called the work of the Co-opcrative Cormittee "frothy ideal-

" by persons unable to face "hard realitiocs!,

ism

The delegates hed dinner with 15 CCF M.P.is and after discussion decided
that deportation should not be riede an irmediate parliamentary issue, but advised
that 21l available informetion be sent to M.P.'s, and es neny &s possible be int-
erviewed. One Progressive Conservative i.P. donated $25400% 40" *he Cumnitteos

¥hen esked to confirr the report that no family men would be deported, thc
Government, while not denying the staterent, would mot cormit therselves at that

tirne,

GOVERNMENT APPOINTS NEW HEAD FOR JAPANESE RESETTLEMENT

It is roported that John MacKinnon, chief of the Alternate Service Section,
Netional Selective Scervice, has becn appointed to teke charge of Japenese vcsettle-
rnent., Mr. J. M. Finlay., chairrman of the Co-operative Cormitteec. who hes had nurer-
ous occasions to consult lMr. MacKinnon on natters regerding con:ciontious.objectors.
end who has supplicd hin with policy ricking reports in his former.work, views the
appointnent with full confidence, The first qucsti?n, asked Mr. Finlay by the new
chief was, "Whet do you think of dispersal?" Mr. Finlay replied thet restrictions
and force were working ageinst and defeating rchabilitation rieasures,

A marked change is expected in the Japanese Division, Department of Lebour.







