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g THE JAPANESE CANADIAN CASH

Five years ago, as vicgims o. circumstances, we were evacuated to
Southern Alberta. The evacuation was not a miiitary necessity but was
due to the activities of the race baiters, pressure groups and unscru-
pulous competitors under the cover of war time flag waviug patriotism,
to do what they always wanted to do in peace time: get rid of tne
Japanese. Unfortunately the fact tnat tne Japanese lived in concentrated
communities gave these agitators a basis for their srgument. Our imm-
jgrant parents,.like any other immigrant group, no better no worse,
congregated into communities because of various reasons. Socially it
was a2 natural thing to do pbecause of the language handicep. HEconomic-
ally they were discriminated against. Virtually the only occupations
open to them and to us were lumbering, fishing and farming. Therefore,

they became more and more dependant upon each oether. This, in brietf, |
is our background. |

The supposed hysteria over Jap=nese aliens and Canadian citizens
of Japanese origin scarcely existed among the people themselves -- the
excitement was visible almost entirely in political and journalistic
quarters. They were seeking to capitalize on the supposed excitement
of others which were mostly figments of their own imagination. This
then, was responsiole for the evacuation. The evacuation was tragic.
It was humanity uprooted. I:cannot even begin to tell you or the
countless numbers of hardships and injustices suifered by the Japanese.
The evacuation order made no disvinction of citizens. DPeopie were
evacusted on a basis of race. Does the Government have the legal right
to sell the property of 2 citizen without his consent? This has been
done in the case of the Japanese evacuees. The Japanese were evacua-
ted to road camps, to former mining towns of interior British Columbia
and to the sugar beet fieldas oi Manitoba and Alberta. We were evacua-
ted from comparatively comfortaoie nomes to deplorable beet shacks and
semi-slave labour ‘conditions. Untold numvers of hardships were suttier-
ed oy the evacuees. It is a publically accepted tact that had it not
been tor the evacuees, the sugar beet industry could not have carried
on as it did. We have also made a worthy contribution to the lumoering
and canning industriss of Alperta. There has not been a single case
of disloyalty, sabotage or sedition wnywhere in the whole oI Canada.

We were not allowed to enlist in the armed IOrces, pecause of our
racial origin. Certainly we have proven ourseives to oe worthy Canadians.

Five years have passed and actually we are noX better oIl Nnow
then we were at that time. The deportation issue has been settled to
the satisfaction of everyone, except ior the fact that minors who were
forced to accompany their parents back to Japan were deprived of their
Canadian citizenship status. We are looking forward to the future,
to our establishment, out the future is beclouded and uncertain.

Today we are still tied down Dy numerous restrictive legisiation.
Granted, that perhaps during the war wany Ol the restrictions were
jusviried, out to all intent and purpose the war is now oOver; what
possible justitication 1S there in the continuance o1 tnese resiric-

tions? There is an agreement wnich states that no Jap2anese wiil be




allowed to reside nor take employment within the City limits ot Edmon-
ton, Calgary, Medicine Hat and Letnoridge. The Attorney-General of
Canada has stated "no Canadian city nas tue legal right to bar Canadian
citizens from within its bounds."® Tnere is an agreement which states
that the Japanese evacuated to Alberta will be removed after the cessa-
tion of nostilities. There is a restriction that states no Japanese
will be allowed to travel, that is to change residence, without first

securing a "police permit." There is a restriction that states no
Japanese will be granted fishing licenses.

On January 1, 1947, the new Canadian citizenship law came into
effect. By it for the first time in nistory Canadian citizenship was
establisned, and anomalies that existed to the handicap of Canadians
were cosrected. It means, among other things, tnat no ionger can there
be two classes of citizens in Canada. Regardless of race or religion,
either a man is a Canadian citizen, owing political loyalty solely to
Canada, and enjoying all privileges or he is not. If he is, he must
be allowed to exercise the franchise -- municipal, provincial and

federal -- to iravei, to do business, or reside anywnere in Can=da
without let or hindrance.

From all indications the travel and fishing restrictions will be
carried over after the 31st of March, unless pubiic pressure is brougnt
about to defeat its re-enactment. There is urgent need for immediate
action on this matter. We ask that this organization take a strong

stand to have this highly discriminatory and expedient piece of legi-
slation cancelled.

Are we to have legal restrictions on our right to choose our
occupation and place oI residence? As Canadian citizens, we would
like to live in honour and self-respect as true Canadians.




\__ S50 much has been asked

prova} 0% NP, B G, Virtue's appointment on th
Judicial sub-committes that it seems to warran

ed time and again about the Youth Council's disap-

t a statement to be

issued so as to ¢lear up the matter once and for all.

The actual reason for the decision may be layed to the faet that the

Council deems it fit to question the integrity of Mr.
because of a dearth of evidence and opinions of unfavo

Virtue's character
urable nsgture,

To be more sp=cific, a list of items in this connection follows:

1)

Before Mr. Virtue was elected to the City Council, he showad
interest in the minority problem so far as to have his name on the
roster of the Consultative Committee and manifesting an interest ;
in furthering the cause of the Japanese. His appointment on the
Committee was as a representative of the Joint Committee. How-
ever, when the matter of campaigning to arouse publiec opinion cam=
up, this same man who had in the meantime been elected to the City
Council, opposed the action-saying that it was best to let sleeping
dogs lie, or in other words, do not make a fuss or it might prove i
to be quite a obnoxious undertaking for the instigatiors due to
the repercussions which might arise. This course of inaction
sugegestad by Mr. Virtue could only be taken to mean that he was
suggesting it because he fourd it politically exnedient. Tt was
at this time that the Youth Council was trying to arouse public
opinion in favour of the Japanese., as was also the Toronto Co-
operative Committee. And may it be stated here, in no uncertain
terms, tnat it was public opinion that sw.ved the government in
its decision to treat the repatriation question faiply., W1t ia

So easy to forget things that ® have nast is it not, and so
convenieftly?) When it appeared that beyond a shadow of a doubt
that the government would reconsider, Mr. Virtue advised the Joint
Committee that it was time to act; safe perhaps but rather bvelat=d
was it not?

At another time, at a later date, the question of sending delegates
to Edmenton arose. The Youth Council saw no actual need of Mr.
Virtues going although it thought it might prove enlightening if
Just a few Japaness went to confer with Mr. Marnine. However, on
Mr. Virtuefs recormendation, the trip was scheduled. Before the
delegat~=s entrained for Edmonton however, a press redease of a
statement made by Mr. Manning appezred. The statement dealt with
the very matter for which the delegation was to se= Mr. Manning

and as such obviated the necessity of the trip. However, Mr. Virtue
blithely carried on as per schedule and in the report which he
gave upon his return made available no nsws which was not already
known. The Japanese deleggtes were gspecifically warned by Mr.
Virtue that they were not to utter a word during the interview.
Thus it was that when a query was made to why the You‘h Council
delegate had not asked Mr. Manning whether or not Japanrese Canadians
in Alberta had the vote or not, he had to reply that he was told
not to speak up, and therfore had not the chance to ask wny of the

many questions e wished to ply.
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39 On this same question, the Best Grower's

5)

3 AS3'n was anproached and
they agreed to send g delegate to accompany the Javnanesge delegation

to Edmonten, provided thatyr. Virtue did not go. However, they
Stated that if Mr. Virtue was to g0 along, they absolutely refused
to have anything to do with the matter. The consensus of opinion

of the assembly concerning Mr. Virtue was very definitely unf&vour-
able. This matter should be stressed.

¥e¥ On yet another occasion, dealing with the property loss survey,
Mr Virtue discarddd a most comprehensive form printed by the
Toronto Co-operative Committ=2e for one of his own which proved
repititious and very inadequate.

Mr. Virtue's trip to Ottawa, which he himself suggested, no tangi-
ble benefit was derived., In fact there is reason tc believe that
he actually disrupted the tenor of the government's gradual relent-
ing to show more ccnsideration to the avpeal of the Japanese on
the Claims question. Incidentally, Mr. Virtue's trivo was made
under peculiar circumstances. At a meeting of the Joint Committee
Just before he left, Raym-nd, Ccraldale, and Taber advised the can-
cellation of his trip east but were informed by the executive that
it was TOO LATE to cancel it and so the trin was compnleted. All
this notw thstanding the fact that travel reservations may be
cancelled. Mr. Virtue's going to Ottawa only overlapped the work
done by the Co-operative Committee zmnd was entirely unwarranted.

For further enlightenment on all this Mr. Everscn made the following
sta$ comment: "You(the Japanese) just pouned $1000 down the drain.
The trip to Ottawa was entirely unnecessary and Virtue had no n=ed
to go to Edmonton. It would have been alright fer just a Jap
delegation to go to see Mr. Manning though.® Alberta Japanese hav-=
to admit that Mr. Everson is a sincers man and has done much for
their welfare.

Just as a matter of interest, it might be well to mention hzre, that
amongst the City's influential business men, m2n who are prominent
in ecivie, social, and charitoble organizations, Mr. Virute finds
little favor.

It might behoove us to red Mr. Virtue's activities on the Cit— %e
Council to gather a further and more comple e picture of the manr's
nature. He has very obvious materialistic tendencies. And so vary
obviously seeks publicity that is rathsr disgusting.




CITIZENS ASSOCIATION

AL B CESSREET A Ol A P TR

ATEMENT IN SUPPORT OF A BILL OF RIGHTS

The protection of the liberties of the Iubjeet hax f
imm2morial b=2=2n the hi~toric re~pen~ibility of Parligment.
The Con=titution of Canada, of which the BilNiA. Act i~ the
prineipal written part, 'ia a cnn~t1tut1“n "eimilar in principle to

=

hat of the United Kinedom'" . = - :
that of the United Kinegdom", an mbrace~ by implication but nowhere
expres=2ly <et~ forth in bindingc und written form ~uch fundamental

—~ .~ 'p "‘)’_‘_\f‘: § -~ DS : . ~ -~y b | 1, » -~ - s
fr‘alc as 1re2dom of Ipeech, relision, = emblv, pre~~ and g~~ociag-
+1“ﬂ, nor doe~ 1t .aftord p= m*“0t1mn for the individuzl zp= Ny
arbitrary arreat, eeizure and exce-~~ive bail, and other 1lik=s civil
libertie~ 2nd human richtsa.

Recent evente in Canadsa and throuchout the world have denon-
*trated that it i~ deeirable that auch rights be =tated with the utmo-t
clarity in the written Con=stitution of CGanada. namely, in the B.N.A.
ot 7% order that 211 men and women in Canzds shall know them and ~hall
f=221 that their richta zre =aecures from interference by leginlative or
admini~trative acti on, through the protection of the Court-

W2 therefore urge that arliament of Canada ~hould by re=so-
A

12 B.N.A. Act, re=training the Parliamsnt

5 rom making or snforcinz any
rties andy: in particalsr, &
on, freedom of asaembly, fr
om of =peech and ex»orea=ion,
alnst execewrive bail, preteetioen

in2t cruel and unueuzl puni=hment and

orotecticn again~t arbitrary and sbusive deprivation of 1] fes Liberisr
or property, and providing acsainr~t the exile of Canadian citizen=,
2atabli~hing the above richta‘and th= right to the franchi~e, tec habea=
corpu~, to a fair trial with the a==i=stance of coun=zel, all withoiit
di=criminaticn a=i to ruce, sex, language or relioion.

&
lutior =222k an amendment tb t
of Canada and provincial legi
law~ avbrogatine the aforem=2ntio
law~ interferinege with fr=2edom
of a~=oeciation and organization, ¥
fr=edom of the preea; protection a
nf minorities, protecticon acain-

D \<1
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arliament ha~ recently approved the Charter of the United Nations
which declare~ it to be amongst the purpoze=a of the United Nations to
mote and encon e re=apect for human rights and fundamental freedoms

rse
without diatinetion a= tog/,race,; %ex, lancusge oFf Telizgiorn.

Q




It would bes particuls rly time=ly whan recent events have left
i e minda of our propnls & vivid 3en~e of the danger~ of totald-
tarianiam and ths reore~~ion 6f civil libertie=, and when tha
| ament of Canada han recently defined Caznsesdian citizen2hin 2+
r0lemn qni 2xplicit deeclaration of tha=a fundanental fresdoma hith=r-
&0 implieit in our tradition~, =hould now be enacted a~ part of our
Conatitution. The~e rishts would e dniaddition o, and {n
in derosation from exi~tine minoritv righta slredy -~et forth in the
By N Act.

w2 ‘urge that the membsrs of Parliam
*ei7e this oprortunity to e=tzblish a Bij
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1111 Letter

Editer, The New Ganadian:

ipparently your editerial has been taken in the wreng
spirite No deubt in yuuf trip throeugh Alberta yoeu arrived
at certain cenclusiens ef your ewn, which, ef geurse, yeu
used us a basis fer yeur c¢diterial eof Yanuary 19£h entitled
"Trouble in “euthern Alberta."” 1t was unfcrtunéte that
perhape the heading of yeur editeorial was net exactly clear-
cute Ypuraimpart;al v;ew~eint has bcen miscenstrued inte
partiality fe? é certain element, which has led Mr. Virtue

te make certain streng statements accusing persens eof dis-

terting factse

Mre Yirtue has made an issue of the statement,
“"vage purpescs te Ottawa and Edmontcﬁ.“ Unfertunately your
phraseelegy did net cenvey the true roasens fer 'bjecpgons te
Mr. Virtue's trips. Let us take the irip te Ottawa. f‘giﬁﬂhi:

0 X A T 1\ Wk 1 s (5
P ' ¢ hatl LR TT ety atud ~ “s Mr. Virtue states,

2 w“ww : » ; TR ey s

there was the purpese, certainly , but Hr.lvirtue infers he

o

believes that the appeintment eof the conmissien was due in

seme measure as & result eof nis trip te Uttawa. “hat he
\ ‘ \ F g . . ‘.
EPIG VO 8 o
dees net state is the fact that the kovea!g_gg ad alrpddy ,
premised te set up a commisaion."rﬁerofore, at the time ef

o g 4 s 7 | Nt

Mir. Virtue's trip, we contended that we werk in cénjunction
with the l'm'.a‘u:n‘.o Gi-eperative Committee te have a faveurable
type of commission set upe 1+ must be remembered that it
was through the campaigning of the Ge-eperative Committee
that the Gevernment finally\ did .prouﬁéo"toéet up 2 commis-

X

sione. Moy we poipt eut te Mr., Virtue that the whele of the
W1 '

T

S_—
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mere

—_-

ey e e S g TORL

Ferhaps there méfihéggmgé-bc twe éhaéfefs fer Southern Alta. ’?ut
as leng as they den't tear each other dewn all the time, I dent
see anything wreng with it.,

p.tteo




‘t e'ltrll Cemmittee was net in faveur of the

w

iaﬂ would like teo advise Mr. irtu- te cenfer with his

. h‘iicnts t et h fac Str;i ht. L

In Mpe Virtua s trip te Bdmenten, there again the
. _ ﬁ"purpose was t?orq. 1t was the stand ef the yeuth greup that
theugh there might be the desirability ef a delegatiem, there
was ne need fer Ml.,. Virtue's accompaniment. ‘he .youth greup-
advised the Seuthern “lberta Central Cemmittee the r-asens
for it's stand and actually it was net a charge ag;inst Mr.
Virtue, but a statement of cenvictien that his presence in
Ldmenten was net necessary. Mr. Virtue has stated thét "tﬁé
desired r;sult was attainede" May we ask My, Virtue just
what he means by "desired result"? It is almest a year siﬁce
the delegatien asked fer remeval ef the present aiscriminatory
legislatien. Ngthing was dene, in fact Alberta residents are '
still coneidé ed temperary, still pay'hoapital fees, receive

ne methers® allewance, still have ne franchise. *‘here has
been ne definite imprevement in the status of Alberta resi-
dents. What then, is it that Mr. Virtue calls "desired result”?

Ihus in the twe instances of "trips fer vague pur-

peses ," Mre Virtue is technically cerrect and justified in

. Stating that it wes untrue. Hewever, as we peinted eut befere,

it was the inaccurate werdéing ef the "charge" by the editerial

_—W

i Tl

writer that caused this furer. May we askg that in future,
Aot . %1 G

b~

mere caFe be given’matters se thatsea cqrrect picture is pre~

sented thus eliminating these unpleasant instances. e are

Perhaps there may have te be twichapters fer uouthern Alta. 'But
as leng as they den't tear each other dewn all the time, I den't

see anything wreng with it.,

p't.ﬂ.



_,nn‘efho editer; we, in eur foéble

.y are trying te present ALL the facte.

& L{bol-ir. Virtue mentiens libele Libel is defined

public act er writing, defamiﬁthe churacter of -

defame throeugh malices” %:—JW“L

ue are trying te "defame cha‘recter\

another er te

IQ Virtue's charge t* that

-%V R
or defame thpough"ﬁﬂfce Cr'"ar'e ““desireus of distorting

facts." May we“pnint“iﬁf"fi““r?“¥irtue'thai:g:séﬁgggfh.as

s - "disirous of disterting facts” p&ﬁ%"ﬂierepresmtations"

om—

are of a libelsus: natnre- —
‘- _— “‘M

I
] e —

“Sepieture; e remain, | ——r
g ,/ " Lethbridge, Altae
N “\¢~”:H\;:h““‘— gl sl e Sunada
o : | g. Takada
\ | .
S \
it '
23
N
\
5 . P sy o 9B 2
Perhaps there may have te bo twe chapters for ‘Seuthern Alta. But
n other dewn all the time, 1 den o

as leng as they den't tear eac

see anything wreng with 1t.
p-t-@.
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PHONE 501 306

ORIGIN

504 Talbot Avenue

WINNIPEG, MAN.
Jan 31 1948

Mr. Min Tgkada
906 8th Ave S
Lethbridge

Dear Min:

Thank yeu fer yeur letter of the 29th. I held up Virtue's brief en
gettin yoeur wire although it was all linetyped and set te ge te press
in teday's issuee.,

A "
I am sending back cepy of yeur letter te editer because of ene very
serious errer. I have a number of ather suggestiens as well. Hepe
yoeu will understand that I wish te pretect you as well as ourselves
in taking these precautiens. -

AR
\rJVA& weuld like seme infermatien if yeu can get them. Yeu mentien

$800 and $200 fer Virtue's trips. Can-yeu get me the exact figures,
S We can use them--pessibly in an article er an editerial?

Your peint abeut Virtue net getting much result and challenging him .
te gi¥¢ explain what he means by "desired résult”. 'f ceourse I imagine
he'll get areund it semehew, but just the same I'd like te find eut
what he says. ‘

Regarding his brief, I can't see any ebjectien te using it. It cen-
tains much infermatien which we didn't have and which we'd like te
place en recerds. If you think it will give faverable publicity te

the Central Cemmittee or factiens eppesed te the JCCA, it can be offset
by yeur letter and pessibly by anether editerial frem me since he

asks my epinien en it. I'll peint eut the weaknesses ef his claim.

You mentioen"true reasens” fer retaining Mr. Virtue. I den't knew
what they are altheugh I remehber you saying semething abeut the
matter in bethbridge. What is it ? cenfidentially.

Regarding the rupture in the ranks of Jeint Cemmittee, there is
apparently these whe are eppesed te seme ef 'its leaders methedsesl
it alse seems te shew that there is alse lack ef skill en the
part ef leaders in cenducting their affairs. I ?o?'t knew the
cemplete facts. In additien, I feel, after remaining as leéders

: fer se leng, there woeuld naturally be a let eof grievances piled up--
it, always happens in pelitics. "

New my stand regarding the whole matter. I fully realize the
sincerety of the Youth Ceuncil, and am sympathetic. Bu? I feel yet
that there ceuld be established a JCCA'in Alberta te which the
great majerity weuld beleng--including the Piczure Butte leade;s;
Perhaps there may have te be twe chapters fer veuthern Al}a. ':
as leng as they den't tear each other dewn all the time, 1 den

see anything wreng with it, y
p-t.o.
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I still have reservatien abeut accepting yeur views regarding Mr,
Aeki, Mr. Sakumete and ethers. I have Hdd/f$ been teld ne definite
reasens fer distrusting them, and I did try te find eut what was wreng ;
with them while I was in Alta. My mind is epen, but I have te be v
coenvinced with geed rcasens befere 1l can have cenvictiens. Yeu den't
have te ask my epinien abeut desirubility ef JCCA. If I appear
dense, I hepe you will net be tee harsh in your judgment. I think
I am as breadminded and as epen te cenvictien as mest peeple.
; Geoerge Tanaka will be geing dewn there, se I'll ask him te leek

inte all aspects fer me.

Regarding Virtue's brief, I premised in my cditerial that 1 weuld
print all such stuff. If Virtue thinks it weuld cddrify the issue
frem his standpeint, that is his epinien, and he is entitled te FYM¢
it. I find the brief intcresting fer @nether rcasen as well--because
of the summing up it centains.

New I came te yeur letter te the Editer.
I have marked the parts I want te discuss in red.

l. I theught my viewpeints were impartial, I am still ef thzt epinien,
but I happened te shew the editerial en the questien te a lawyer and
asked him fer his epinien. He theught that altheugh the editerial
»appgared impartial, it still seemed te havi/z)igaziig fer the Yeuth
ligh

Ceuneil greup.

A
}&JLA 2, I think I can agree with yeu. My werding er phrasing er summing
(- (y\%q up is faulty. But ef csurse it weuld net be strictly in erder to
Qa take it fer granted that my views were fermed (en this matter) selely
) en whut&stated. :

) \
y .

3., This statement is erreneeus, and needs seme medificatien. I have
enclesed the facts fer cemparisen. Incidentally, this is ene ef the
crucial peints you make in yeur letiers

4. I den't knew whe hired Virtue. Ifithe Central Cemmittee did, Virtue
would be recspensible te them, net te the Japanese Canadians er even te
the individual delegates whe make up the Central Cemmittee. I imagine
that Central Cemuittee will act en majerity gpifippf decisien. This
peint I want te make fer yeur reference and fer checking purpeses.
Pessibfly yeu ceuld get ureund this by saying that a particular

sectien of the delegates were eppesed theugh the majoerity favered it.

If he iz te cenfer with his cliez&i, it weuld be cenferring with the
Bady which hired him. If that 1 entral cemmittee, he weuld prebably
have te cencern himself with YWY whether they asked him te ge -er

,:Sf}r& net. If it was en divided epinien, that 1is a problem fer the Central
\\l\d Committee--net Virtue. Perhaps yeu had better make sure ef yeur

greund_here.

5. What de you think g¥d/fW¢ I sheuld have said. I knew I didn't say
the right thing, but I1'd like te know hew yeu weuld have werded the
"charge® er epinien er whatever may be stated at tirig peint--fer my
ewn reference. |

6. I think yeu're stretching a peint here, first by taking the charge
oen te yeurself, when Virtue remains quite general in hils statement; and

second, PUY by a slightly dif erent
; y a slightly ferent interpretatien of what he actuall
ually says

mere -
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in his letter,

I'm just making these peints becausefﬁE“want te
and eurselves, I think the letter could be
tight, and less peinted tewards Virtue.

pretect you
made mere water-

I am eager te print yoeur statement, but the one serieus errer
(3) shculd be cerrected, You may revise other sectiens tee, but
1 leave that te your discretien. And ene final peint. T den't
want te get inte tee much treuble ever this centreversy, se

1f a legal autherity advises me that it weuld be harmful te
print yoeur letter, I am geing te give his advice carefyl
thought., I feel sure, hewever, that yeu can pick heles in

Virtue's letter witheut risking lﬂﬂyﬁ/ﬂﬁfK/ your (and my)
neck,

If a general tene of yeur letter/ seems te cast a deubt

on Virtue's henesty or sinceréty, that can be taken as
libel--unless yeu can preve your statements er substantiate
the thing te the satisfactien ef the judge. You have te

remember that yeu are dealing with & lawyer, and you knew
they're pretty smark.

1 think the impertant peint is: whe hired Virtue? Virtue
can be attacked er challenged en the cencrete epiniens that
he expresses in his letter. Hewever the questien ef need
or advisability ef hiring him has nething te de with Virtue
(technically) in my epinien. If Virtue persuaded the

Joint Cemmittee, yeou can't make that an accusatien. The
Joint Cemmittee should net have been persuaded. Se the
criticism sheuld be levied at the Jeint Ceumittee.

Please treat this letter confidentially-~keep it te
yourself and Mgs Synada. Hewever you can discuss any Points
I raise with anyenes. I den't went te give the impre331?n
that I faver any factien. That weuld ruin my chances w1t?
influencggfhe 6ppesitimg factien. And we are-interested in
bringing &ll groeups im Alberta behind the Natienal JGCA.

Sincerely

bl
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I think yeu're stretching @ peInt nere
atement; and

6
n Virtue remains quite

on to yeurself, whe general in his st



A - Facts for Seuther Alberta | -

2 ~ Jan. 24, 1947--The Prime Minister '.allid':._ ", ..the government

B is eof thb_ epinien that t\e'sales were made at a fair Pricee ..

Te ensure, hewever, the fair treatme’__ntﬁ)romi_se.d in 1944 ,the

»

gevernment is prepared, in cases where :itﬂ can be established

that a sale was madd a less than a fair market valae, to

A

remedy the injustice.”

it 2. ‘Feb. 18, 1947 <SPy Gibsen, secretary of state said: "I

caanet give my ﬁon. friend particg}arS»yet as te how these

—

| |
 Japanese claims will be ahndled. The matter is under censider-

atien at the present time , wnd no decisioen has yet been

% | reached. It is difficult te knew just yet the extent and

qumber ef the claims and what weuld be the best way of handling
| :

them, but that matter is receiving considerati n."

Mre. Gibsen alse said on the same days; "I feel

that it may be necessary te set up another commissien, as was

dene befere, te hear these cases and decide whether the valua-

1
1
|
tiens put en by the gevernment er the valuatisns put en by ‘
the Japanese are cerrect.” This se;;nd statement was made
| “pefere the first statement in the same discussieng of matters
cencerning the Custedian. - | |
3. March 15 1947--Andregﬁﬁrewin of Co-eop Comﬁittee has inter- §
view with Secretary of state. Results unknewn. Brewin urged
appeintment of 3-man claims commissiens
a

Pﬁv*ﬂ'_ Public acceunts hearing held in Mey during which

Brewin testified as te Japanese lesses. May 27, at final day

of this hearing, Ce-op committee delegatien of Mrs. MaclMillan

A
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Brewin and Geerge Tanaka urged the appgintment of claims cemmi-
SSsien with sufficient ﬁéﬁers te make fair and just sdttlement.
In the meantime JCCD centidmting their survey eof ;@sses, almest
cencluded.,

June 1%, Pyblic Acceunts cemmittee recemmends in its repoert te
“ouse eof Cemmens that claims cemmissien be establishedlf

June 27, Cemmens appreves abeve repert-by passing it.

July Cemmissien appeimted.

b ¥




Those who oppose the retention of Mr. V. for the Joint Comm. say

l1. Tt is dangerous to place implicit faith in one man, however
capable and well-meaning he may be. :

The pro-V. have repeatedly said that they trusted the man impli
¥ . - cityy.
You may recall that such a statement once made it's appearange on o

your paper I have heard them say the same thing time and time again.

9. It is wiser to haveé the general public behind us. That is work
with the local consultative Comm. aand the various church groups, the
Community Council, the Civil Liberties Union etc. "

Tn spite of repeated urgings from the Youth groups the Joint Comm.
refused to get in contact with tke local Con. Comm. Needless to say
very little or no effort has bsen made in connection with the othdr
groups. Mr V. is a member of the con. Comm and is also a prominent
member of the Baptst Church. Is it not strange that their aid has
not been summoned?

2., In the interest of the whole it is wiser to work in close co-
operation with the other Japanese Canadians across Canada.

Because of their implicit faith in Mr. V. the joint comm group favour
the "glberta first® policy. Their stand of "horyu-seikan" regarding
the J.CCA is indicative of their leanings.

To my mind, most of the troubles gstem from the difference of
opinions on these three points. Of course, whenever ther's an exchange
of conflicting idéas, personalities intrude to complicate matters.

As you know it has happened here too. However that tthat may be, if
the isseis coculd swallow some of their "goddam" pride and stop wasting
everybody 's time with their eternal "face-saving" tactics. I'm sure
the other difference could be ironed out. Pride and reason do not mix.
No ne=d of going into the issei mentality.

Now, you can see why the pro JCCA do not compromise with the
prc=V's. Compromise may be effected only when the difference is minor
or is just in the method. When the controversy is over the basic idea
there can be no such thing for then, it would be sacrificing the
principle

You can gather from what T have written, how strongly Mr Ve
figures in the trouble here is S. Alberta. However, the blame should
not be placed wholly on Mr. V 's door. It can bz that he in his own
war is doing his best-- his naive statement "seeking to contribute
to the genéil good of his fellow men". notwithstanding. Rather, the
blame lies largely on the door-steps of the Isseis who failed to see
the aver-all pictureof déonditions. And their refusal to see
the things after they are painted out to them is causing all these
troubles to-day. Pride and gelf-importance is not donducive to

L, Sl SRR I ————
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Re: making trips for wvague purposes to Ottawa and Edmonton.

Mr. V. is right in saying that thecirips weren't made with vague purposes.

The pruvose was clear enough, but it is the me
is under question i > m thod and result that

Re trip to Edmonton A ril 27

We went up ' there with the Jap delegation as "spokes ere "

He did not have the backing of thegneople of this cgﬁ;ug?t;,fnghponly.
delegation could have had the endorsation of the local Con. Comm: of
which Mr. V is a member. Also _(hey could have had the endorsation of
the beet growers (purely on a business basis though -- Alta Japs

are gcocd workers, indispensable for the beet industry etc. They were

not prepared to argue the matter on a moral basis, however) The former
was no+ even consulted. Thke latter refused to have anything to do with
the delegation because Mr V. was connected with it--they hate

his guets. Neesdless to say, no other group were asked to help in

any capacity. The delegation went to Edmonton solely on their own.

So when Mr. V. appeared before Mr. Manning and the cabinet as "gpokesman
therefor" and pr=sented his (no doubt) beautifully prepared brief

there was no push cehind it at all They were court=ously received

and given a hearing of course. But that was about all that tock place.
In his letter to the N. C. he states " the desired result was attained"
Just what the desired result was he does not say. You can bet your life
that had there been any result he'd let us know in no uncertain terms.
As matters stand there has been no tangible result creditable to the
delegation's work. Mr. V. conveniently slurs over the whele question
vith the desired resuit was attained" If the prujose was tc go to
Edmonton only to present the brief, then the "desired result was attained”
If the purpcse was to g=t some action from the government the desired
result was not attained. It boild down to this. The purpose was good
but for the result attain=d, time, money and energy, were unwisely
spent. Constdering the times and the govermmental attitude, it was
foreseen that nothing concrete could come of such a delegation &nd

the youth group did their daradest to dissuade the Isseis

Re: trip to Ottawa May 8 to 9th
At thattime, to quote Mr. V. "a crucial point in the negotiation was
at hand."
The point is, who had been working to bring about this crucial point,
and where does Mr. V. fit into the scheme. It cannot be argued that
hig representation in Ottawa had no effect al all, because in all
probability, it did have some effect. The very fact that he saw
the Ministers would have some effectOf course he is careful tn pointing

out the fact that he was not the sole cause?




Dear Mr. Editor:

Apparently your editorial has been taken in the wrong spirit.
No doubt in your trip through Alberta you arrived at certain
conclusions of your own, which, of course, you used as a
basi3 for your editorial of January 19th entitled "Trouble
in Southern Alberta." It was unfortunate that perhaps the
heading of your editorial was not exactly ciear-cut. Your
impartial view-point has been misconstrued into partiality
for a certain element, which has led to Mr. Virtue to make
;ertain strong statements accusing persons of distorting
acts.

Mr. Virtue has made an issue of the statement, “"vagus purposes
to Ottawa and Edmonton". Unfortunately your phraseology did
not convey the true re2ascns for objections to Mr. Virtue's
trips. Let us take the trip to Ottawa. We did not charge

that the purpose was vagus. As MNIX. Virtue states, there was
the purpcse, certainly, dbut Mr. Virtue infers he believes

that th2 appointment of the commission was due in som2 measure
as a result of his trip to Ottawa. what he does not state

is the fact that the Governmsnt had already promised to set-

up a commission. Theraefore, at the time of Mr. Virtue's trip,
we contended that we work in conjunction with the Toronto
Co-operative Committee to have a favourable type of commission
set-up. It must be remembered that it was through the campaign-
ing of the Co-operative Commi ttee that the Government finally
did promise to set-up a commission. Nay we point out to Kr.
Virtue that the whole of the Southern Alberta Central Commi-
ttee was not in favour of the trip. And would like to advise
Mr. Virtue to confer with his clients to zet his facts straight.

In Mr. Virtue's trip to Edmonton, there again the purpose was
there. It was the stand of the youth group that though there
might be the desirability of a delegation, there was no need
for ¥r. Virtue's accompaniment. The youth group advised the
aouthern Alberta Central Committee the reasons for ite' stand
and actually it was not a charge against Mr. Virtue, but a
statement of ccnviction that his presence in Edmonton was not
necessary. Mr. Virtue has stated that "the desired result
was attained". May we ask Mr. Virtue just what he means by
"desired result?" It is almost a year since the delegation
ask for removal of the present disceriminatory legislation.
Nothing was done, in fact Alberta residents are still con-
sidered temporary, still pay hospital fees, receive not
mothers' allowance, still have no franchise. There has been
no definite improvement in the status of Alberta residents.
what then, is it that Mr. Virtue calls "desired result"?

Thus in the two instances of "trips for vague purposes”", Mr.
Virtue is technically correct and justified in stating that

o 91‘
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it was untrue. However, as we pointed out before, it was
the inacurrate wording of the "charge" by the editorial
writer that caused this furor. May we ask that in future,
more carz be given matters so that a correct picture is
presented thus eliminating these unpleasantries. We are
not attacking Mr. Virtue nor the editor, we, in our feeble
and simple way are trying to present ALL the facts.

Libel =- Mr. Virtue mentions libel. Libel is defined as

"any public act or writing, defaming the character of

another or to defame through malice." We vehemently deny

Mr. Virtue's charge that we are trying to "defame character
or defame through malice" or are "desirous of distorting
facts". May we point out to Mr. Virtue that words such as
“desirous of distorting facts" and making "misrepresentations"
are of a libelous nature.

We have written this letter, becausd we feel that we are
responsible for some of the information upon which you,
Mr. Editor, have based your editorial.

Sincéraly believing that this is not a letter of libelous
nature but just a supplement to give the over-all picture,

we remain

Yours very truly,

"we challenge you to publish this letter in its' entirety,
not someone's interpretation of it."
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504 Talbot Avenue
WINNIPEG, MAN,

Sept 22 1947

Dear Min:

.Thanks for your letter and enclosure of Sept l.

Hope you'll keep sending them in while you're there,
but I want to give you more dope on school.

This Winnipeg Tuterial institute apparently teke in

students all the time, so it won't matter if you're a
léttde late.

If you decide to come I'll do all I can to helpy your
board will be assured in a feirly good home in a fairly
quite districte.

Since there is the matter of planning, as far as our
paper is concerned, I'd like te get your decision on the
matter at the earliest convenience. Of course I would
urge you strongly to start the course at the first
oprortunity rather than leaving it until next year.

Sincerely

e |

P.5, 1Iooks like this legal committee you got
is excellent especially as Virtue isn't on it.

What about giving me confidential dope on what
happened at that Tuesday's executive Meeting?
Of course I'll respect your confidence and net
publish the contentse I'm also wondering how
Sakumoto san and Aeki sensei will take to the

new legal committee.
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504 Talbot Avenue

WINNIPEG, MAN.
Oct. 4 1947

Dear Min:

Received your Oct 1 letters and statement re
Virtus. I would suggest vou send copies of this
letter to the various Japanese committee in
Alberta if you think it worth while, but I think
it would be unwise to publish it.

Regarding room and board, I think the best way is

to board with use as 1 suggested before. There

is a large size double bdd with good springs on
which Frank Meritsugu is now speeping. e have a
studio couch too which can be converted into a double
bed, but I think it would be more suitable if you
could share the bedroom with Frank.

You won't have to bring any beddinge

Also as I said before, your part time werk will be
sufficient to cover your board and school fees at

least--depending on how much time your study will

take etc., the final arrangement will be madee.

Middle of the month is excellent with us, since you
will get here in plenty time to give us a hand with
with Xmes editiene.

(local news) .
Try and pick up seome dope at wherever you go 1if

you have the chance.

Yours sincerely

Kany
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504 Talbot Avenue
WINNIPEG, MAN.,

Oct 20 1947

Dear Min:

I was disappointed when I received your letter of
Oct. 14, but I don't think badly of you of this
account at all.

I realize that you've reached your decision after
careful thought, and after &ll yougare the one who
should make your decisions. il

Your cousin Taxi phoned me before the day your were
scheduled to arrive, and the two of us were down at
the station. Ue were wondering what on earth hap-
pened when you didn't arrive.

Although this will mean a delay in your educatlon,

I hope you won't give yf it up. I believe you'll
never be satisfied until you've Bot your degree,

and I also know that you'll never regret it when
you do go throughe.. Even if it doesn't make such a
heck of a big difference in earning capacity or any-
thing of that sorte. But I find that in most cases,
schooling does make a difference in eamning cgpacity
eventually. One of the contributions has an
interesting article on this which we are planning

to run one of these weeks.

Well, lots of luck anyway, and don't forget to keep
in touch. If you wish to take us up on our offer
of part time work, you'll be my first choice as long
a8 we have an openinge

Yours sincerely

foy
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504 Talbot Avenue

4 WINNIPEG, MAN,
Configential Feb 10 1498

Dear Ming

You will no doubt have seen George Tanaka by

this time. I showed him my correspondence Wwith
vou regarding the Virtue problem, in order to
IA78¢Y /i keep him fully informed. I had been
waiting to hear from you so we could say something
about Virtue's briefs.

Failing to hear from you, however, I tried to
pick holes in Virtue's letter myself. It isn't
very easy to do safely, and at the same time Weope
+o have the support of many people who are
critical of Mr, Virtue.

I thought that point about "desired results" was
2 pood peint of attack, but I find 1t isn t
axceptionally good. If you will carefully read
the same paragraph and possibly the preceding
one, he elaborates on the fear in Alberta about
the evacuees not being allewed to remain pe manent
ly. He has elaborated this into the main issue,
ond thus the‘desired effect can be inferred to
mean a setisfactory selutioen en this specific
question. I1f not an outward statement of assur-
ance , the confidential aSSurance)that the
svacuees won't be chased out-may be regarded by
“re Virtue.as the "desired effect.”

. Apyway I'm making reference t0o 1% in my editorial.
I think a slight aridicule of Mr. Virtue's pompous
claims may be the best methed ©O adOpt.

To.go after him with sharper weapons may kick
hack because after all he is a lawyer .

Hoping to hear from you soeon,

-....”, O il
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504 Talbot Avenue
WINNIPEG, MAN,

Confidential Feb 11 1948

Dear Min:

Thanks for letter to editer received this @ .m.
is
1 think it #gg a gre:t improvement, and am mak-
ing space for it this week. I have also asked
the printer to hold up the editorial 1 had
already written in order to let your letter
stand out by itself, and net to give the im-
pression that we were ganging up on Virtue.

I took the editorial liberty to make ver minor
changes which does not change the meaning, but
makes certain parts more specific.

The only important change 1 made was to change
the word "charge" to"insinuate.” 1 think these
slight changes bring out the intent of your let-
ter more clearly so that you can't be tripped up
by criticss

Regards

From the strictly edktorial viewpeint, 1

value your letter because it shows that we
do not necessarily endorse al} Fhe cma.p by
Virtue, which however has definite infor-

mation value.




