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a September 14, 1947,
ﬁg Andrew Brewin, Esq.,
- Barrister & Sollcltor |
*% Sterling Tower Bulldlng, i
-g Toronto, Ont. f

Dear Mr. Brewin:-

Re: Japanese Claims.

The writer has just spent a very

interesting week with Ted Jolliffe with respect to the

e S’ attld o . - - .
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Steelworkers' dispute out here and matters relating there-

to. As a result of our discussions it now appears advisable

that I should be in Ottawa on Saturday the 27th inst.
Accordingly if you wish me to meet
with yourself or your Committee before going up to

Ottawa I would suggest that we meet in the late afternoon

or evening of the 26th.

Yours truly,
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September 8, 1347.

-

fessrs. Norris & MecLennan,
Barristers, y ’
602 Hastings Avenue,

Vancouweyr, Be. C.

.

sttention Mr. J. A. MaclLenuai.

Re: Japanese Canadlen Properiy Claims

Dear 8irs:

There was a meceting a few days ago of tue
Japanese Canadian organizations from coast %o coast,
and they were discussing whatl attitude they should 3 |
take in respect to the Comuission %0 inquire into prop-- -
erty losses. ¥

They were so disdatisfled with the terms 3
of reference thal they were considering advising their E . 1

members to boycott the Commission.

in this connectlion they incuired from me
in regard to the prospecis of securing sny compenseatlon

e
e e -

for their losses through actions in the Fxchequer court,
end reference was made to the case whieh you handled, &
decision of which I understand is still being reserved,
by ¥r. Justiice rhorson.

T wonder if you will let me know what are ihe .
developments.

some of those present wondered whether there
was anything they could do to expedite thc decisiom, and
T told them it would be st unwise to do anything w ithout

consulting you.
1 would also be Very glad if you could let me

know the basis of your contentions, and what prospects
of success you.think there asre,as it might affect the
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Messrs. Norris & Maclennan September 8, 1947,

‘ S Judgment of the Japanese Canad ians in respeect to s boycot s,

My adviece on the Wwiole to them was that Lhey should
make tLhe best of the Commission, . If they eoyld get 100
support for the boycott and aii thelr members were ready to
take the risk of

I getting nothing, I think it mignt be an effec-
tive demonstration of Protest.

| . I doubt, however, very much
whether that would be the attitude of all those affected,

/ I have from time to time communicsted with you and
| wWith Mr. McMaster more or less alternatively about the Prop-
erty claims and other matllers affecting the Japanese Canadians.

I bave assumed thst iTe MCMuster is ge ing as the
Tréprcsentative In Vaneouver of the Co-operative Cowittee and

-| that he wes ig Consultation with othery lawyers such as your-
self who are interested, but I have lever been gble to get

3 any formal advice 88 to whom T sionld communicste with. I E
. | would be glad if you eoula €ive me any elarificution in re- N |
h |
3 j spect to this. i
8 |
p I saw the uinister of Justice and Lne Secretary o 8
3 of State about ten days ego, and urged them to widen the terms 1
2 of reference, but so far Lave no advice &s to whe ther anything ;
: is to be done in this regard. - N
f i ShE : " |
k. With kindest regards, g
E A . 1
: Yours sincerely, 1
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september 15, 1947.

MEMO FOR MR, TANAEA

uy office telephoned to-day %o the Minister of
Justice sad were {aformed that the text of the Order-in-
gouncil anend ing the tLerms of reference would not be avall-
able untlil vedne sday or Thursduy.

1 have had a letter from Mr.Masclennan of Norris
& MacLeunan 1o the effect that the Excnecuer gourt action
brought by Lae Japanese ganed ian claimant has been dlsmlissed,
gnd farthcr expressing M. MacLennan's opinion thet no appeal
could auccessfully be taken. '

tnion aiy econsideration of boycot ting thne

In my OF
raore my offhend opinion i= that

Commiss ilon is premaiure, {urthe
any such &CLION sould be unwise, and 1 would not at this siage
be prepered W advise the Japauneso canedian Comanlites on nemoc-
raey or tuae go-operative committee 1O proceed with e boycott.
It would appesal that the amendment to the terms of referenc® ré-
moves Lhe main obleetlion gnich was made to the original terms,
pnapely, the necessity of proving & lack of care on e part of
the Custodisn. 1 do not belleve that public support could be
obteined in &any effort to getl Lie WILS of reference furtne¥
widened et this 318g€, end I think it would be too muech to expect
those cleiments wWho nN&J have £048 reasonable prospective SUCCESES,
to forego the right %0 present thelr clelns. "
is

{ believe that your committee sh yld/essoclate theme
selves from the view takxen by ihe roronto claimanis and should
ndvise the Toronio claiments 10 reconalder whait seems to have
been = hasty decision. 1 would furiher suggest thal as soon &8
the smended terus of reference are syaileble to us later tuis week,
plans snould be rade fortowith o present clalms as efficlently

and vigorously &s possible.
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