


DRAT LETTER

To Provinelal Organlzations or Jational Jepanese Cltlzons
Assoclation snid of Co-operative sCommittee,

AS jou are asware the Co-operative Committee ln
consolldatlon wita the Natlonel Jaepancce Canadien Citizens
Association, has undsriaken to provide legal ssesistance to
elaiments in the presentction of thelir clalms to the Comm-

issioner.

Forms have been preparecd by the Committee for the
eompletion of elalms, and the-o will either have been sent
out by the time you reesive thLis letter, or will be sent out

shortliy.

Abttached to the duplicate forms that are to be
filed with the Commission, are coples of the forms and a
form of retelner of the Co-operative Vommittee to be signed
by those elalmants who wish $o use the legel services arranged
by ths Committee. Instructions appeal in these furms that they
saculd be sent to your provineisl organlization, togzether with a
Cheque or money order for 1% of the tde)l amount of the loss
¢lalmed, uhlich is a reteining fee to teke account of legal expen-

ses and velua tion expenses.

We are requesting ta t all thess chegues be payable
10 the Co-operative Committes Claims Fund and we are further
requesting that local oommittees acknowledge recei t of moneys
when they acknowledge receipt of the copy of the claim, and
thirdly that cheques and all such moneys be not banked locally
but sent by registered msil to the office of the Co=-vperative
Cogmittee on Japanese Janadisans, Apartment 28,94 Home:ood Avenue,
Toronto, accompanied by a complete list of the names and addresses,
amounts aend dates of acknowledgment. The coples of the elaims and
retainer forms should be made avallable to the legal representstive
of the Co-operative Committee in your provinee as promptly es

Possible after recelpt.

The funds received by the Co-operatlve Committee will
be adninistered by the Committee and peld out to the lawyers and

Valuators as required, end you will not be responsible for sending




—

;ﬁiny money to the lawyers,

We c¢unnot at this stage estimate the volume of
the claims; and the purpose of the instrucitions contalned in
this letter is to simplify and centralize the aduwinistration,
whieh might otherwise become a very complicated matter. It
is of the utmost importance that none of the claims or monles
gent, be mislald, as the c¢laimants will be relying upon the

go-operative Committee and the Neatlonal Jaranese Canadlen Cit-

izens Associstion to protecet thelr interestis.
We shall look forward to your co-opcretion in thls
matter and be glaed to receive any cuestions {from yocu in connec-

' . tion with 1it.
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DRAFT LETTER
10 _LAWYERS
FROM CO-OPERATIVE COMVITTEE

Dear Sirs:
e understand from Mr. Brewln that you will be
acting as the representative of the Co-operative Committee

in co-ops:ation with Mr. scMaster (or Norrls & MacLennan).

e are very glad that you have been able to assume
this ilmportant task snd we fully reallze tanat a great deal of
the burden of toe presentaition of evidence will fall upon you,
and tuet the arrangements which nave been made for remuneration

involve a sacrifice on your part.

It was thought adviseable 1o set out our understanding

in that errangement, &80 thal there cun be no misunderstanding.

we are inviting the elalmants tu sign a retainer form
retaining the Co-operative Comuittes on Jepanese Canadlans to
represent them before the Commission. The Co-operative Committee
in turn will be reteining you. We are asking all cleimants %o

send with their retainer, & sum of money eculvalent to 1% of thelr

¢laim. All of this momey is to be sent by local comnittees to the
Co-operative Committee here and banked by them in a separaie account
to be called tie Co-operative Committee Clalms Fund, end we are
asking for all cheques made oul In pursusance of this plan to be made
payeble to the Co-operatlive conmittee Claims Fund. We are hopeful
that out of this money enough will be received to cover preliminary

legal expenses and disbursements for valuations, etic,

The retainer which we are obteining from the claiments
also provides that each eclaiment will agree thet addlitione legel
expenses wi 1 be paid proportionately by successful clalmants out

of thelr claims.

ve would ask you to keep a careful accouht of all dis-
bursesents and time spend in this matter, and submit accounts t
us, Thésewill be paid out of the fund obtained of 1%, and further
out of the moneys secured by successful claiments., If moneys are

needed by you from time to time we will endeavour to make advances
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to cover any negessary expenses., Ve appreciate tnat it is qui te

impos:ible at this tlme to make any accurnte estimate of the amound
of the claims or the amount of work that will be involved in present-
ing claims, and for that reason Wwe nave thought it advisable to leave
the amount of fees to be finally pald for this work, to be determined

by the presentation of accounts ln the usual nenner with detells set

out in tnése sccounis of the servieces rendered.

The poant oas been raised thet many claiments would prefer
to consult you or your firm individually., Our suggesiion, whilch we
have dlscussed with Mr, Brewlin and some of our other legal represen-
tatives is thet when such cleiments come to you, you probably would
see £3% to inform vhem of the Co-operstive Committee's scheme and
leave it to the eclaiment 10 deeide whether he will make individual
arrengements with you or come under the scheme. NO doubt you will
be having sorme cleimanis come to you directly and asking you %o
represent them in accordence with the scleme of the Co-ocperstive

committee, In this case wWe would ask that you secure chegues from

them for the 1% and have them mede payeble 10 the Co-operative
committee Claims Fund and sent to the office of the go~operative
committee on Japanese Canadians, Apartment No. 28, 94 Homewood Avenue {

Toronto, with a atatement of the names and addresses of the claimant

from whom the money was received.

However, if you prefer to do so you might retaeln these

moneys in an account for the Co-operative committee and to be applied

against accounis 1ater to be referred by you.

Mey we hear from you if thesearrangements are satisfactory

and any questions which require to be answered.

perhaps it is not necessary to add tha t the Co-operative
Commit tee has no subs tan tial funds of its own, and we presume that
you will be willing vo look for the payment of your fees to the fund

to be raised in the menner out lined above.
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letter is appropriste for Mr. K. J. MeMaster end

- pame letier should be written to the other legal represen-
~ tatives except that the sentence in regaxc 1o co-operation
: with R. J. McMaster and Norris and MacLennan would be
omitted, and a sendence added: "The legal revresgentatives
in British Columbie who will ect as our sgents there in
eonnection with these elaims, are Mre. R. J. MeMasier and

Norris and MecLennan."
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October 2, 1947,

Messrs. Ritehie & Huekvale,
612 Thlrd Avenue 8.,
Lethbridge, Alberta.

Re: Ja@panese Canadians

pDear Sirs-

Mrs. Hugh dacMillan has left for Formosse

and has sent on to me your letier of Septeunber 23rd.

-~

You will have by now received,or will re-
¢eive shortly, & bulletin from the Co-operative Comm-
ittee here setting out their proposals as to proof »of
claim,

You will note that the Commissioner has set
out the information whieh he recuires in the proof of
Clalms, but é€oes not propose to print the forms in de-
tall. This I think suits us es it will enable the Co-
operative Committee to prepare forms in duplicaive sad
to give advice and instructions in regard to the com-
Pletion of the forms. This will ensble us to have a
record of all ecleims that are filed with the Custodian
without having to &sk the CEStodian for copies,

Ye &re worklng to-day on the preparat ion of
these forms and we will, of course, let you have a
supply of them as scon as possible.

' I have also written to Ur. J. W. G. Hunter
vhko is to be the counsel for the Government, saying
that we will desire aceess tc the records of the Cus-
todian. I have not hesrd from him what view thé Cus-
todian will take in regard to this. If by any chance
he is unsympathetic it will be necessary for us to
make an application to the Commissioner either at or
before the opening of official hearings.

In regerd to tihe legal charges our proposal
as you will note from the bulletin we are sending out




Messrs. Ritchie & Huckvale October 2, 1947,

is that all cleiments should be asked to pay an initial re-
taining fee to the Co-operative Committee of 1% of their
claim. I think you will probably think that this is perheaps
too moderate, but I believe it will enable a sufficient fund
to be collected to insure that at least the minimum legal
fees and disbursements 'will be paid. We then proposed that
our legal representative should send in his secount for legal
services rendered to the Co-operative Committee when it is
dicovered how much time end effort has been spent, and that
these accounts after deducting what may have already been

paid out of the retaining fee,should be paid by the successful
claimants in proportion to the awounts which they may recover.

1 hope that thése arrangements will be satisfactory
to you. , .

We have not yet heard from the Commissioner when he
proposes to start hearings or where. WwWe have urged that there
be an initisal preliminary hearing at which various points sueh
,8s the gquestion of the production of documents, the general
nature of the proof required and other matters, may be discussed,
One suggestion that we have in mind is that we should ask the
Commissioner to make a statistical survey of the sales or prop-
erty in the affected neighbourhoods during the year or two pre-
ceding the vesting in the Custodian. |

We feel that this should be done at the expense of
the Government and that the matter should be regarded not as
litigation between individuals or between individuals and the
Government, but as a public inquiry in which the Commissioner
must seek his information from whatever source may be available.

I would be glad to have your comments in regard to
this.

We shall endeavour to keep you advised from time to
time as to future developments and will look forwerd to co-op=-
erating with you. No doubt at some time during the proceedings
the writer will have the opportunity to meet and discuss these
things with you personally. | ViR

Yours very truly,
CAMERON , WELDON & IBEIIN

B

FAB: HC










3 A - forms, and for a number of reasons we think it woulbe be
Ia  better that we should print the forms rather than the Cus-

! W"lt :

SR , ' raw Courts,

October 2, 1947.

Mrs. Thelme 4. Secambler,
24 Sterling Apartments,
¥innipsg, Menitoba,

Dear Nrs. Scamblér:

- | I‘ must apoligize for not having answered IZ?
your letter of September 23rd. T now a2lso nave your . 4
letter of October 1st. ; ﬁ

The New Cansdian will by now have received

from us the proposels that we are making in regerd to

legal representation,

As to answering the points in your letter,
you will see thet we are proposing in regard to fees,
that a retaining fee of 1% of each claim should be paid
by ‘those who are using the legel services offered by the
Committee. Purther,each claiment will agree thet in addi-
tion all proper legal fees and expenses which will be re-
viewed by the'em-nfttce will be pasid by the suceessfu
clalmants out of such moneys as they may receive. :

i P .
dawist -

- Secondly we are proposing that both Norris :

& MacLennan and Mre R, Je McMaster of the firm of Campbell,
Brazier, Flsher & MeMaster will be our representatives in

British Columbia. We have asked the two firms to arrange |
between themselves the division of responsibility, and sug- E
gested that Mr. Mciaster should be the solicitor, and Messrs. t_
jorris and Macl.ennan should act with them as eounsel. I |
think it will be quite in order to write to either of these ‘
irms on the assumption thet they will be acting for the

'Ii\cro.am::ging ourselves to print the claim

todisn. It will enable us to have them printed in duplicate
and to retaln one copy which will be of great assistance to




Mrs. Thelma A. Sezubler October 2/47.

We are arranging to-day to discuss the Preperation
Of forms and the Co-operative Committee. hsve undertaken the
expense involved in the necessary printing, and the other Jap -
énese Canad lan organizations wiil look after the distribution

I note that you are writing to the Custodian asking
for the Printing of forms, but it may be that in view of our
decision on this matter, that 1ir you have already written, you
will write again saying thst as the Co-operative Committee pro-
Pose %o print the forms complying with the notice of the Comm-
issioner, your regquest tc them is withdrawn.

- Please write to me again sbout any quesiion that
you may have. We shall endeavour to see that Jou g«t regular
information as to what we propose here. ¥

»

%

We understand taat r, Cherniack will be acting
in Manitoba for the ¢laimants, but if there are eny other
lawyers who will be aeting with him, please advise us sbout

his. )

Yours sincerely,

FAB:HC Yy /5
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October 3, 1947.

T O SRR T R S

Roger Quimet Esg.,K.C.,
152 Notre Dame Street,E.,
Montreal‘, PoQo

N IR

—

Dear Mr. Quimet: .

%
A
5
¢
g

§

¥

Re: Jepanese Canadian Claims

We represent the Co-operative Commit tee
on Japanese Canadians in Toronto and we are writing
to you on the suggestion of Mr. Frank Scott.

As you are no doubt aware, the Dominion
Government has appointed Mr., Justice Bird as Comnm-
issioner to inguire into the claims of Japanese Can-
adians that their real and personal property was cis-
posed of by the Custodian at less than a falr uzarliest
value. In order to avoid expense and confusion and
to insure that as far as possible the claims of the
Japanese Canadians are adequately presented, the Co-
operative Commit tee are seeking to arrange to offer
to Japanese Canadian claimants legal services to
assist them in proving their claims.

- ————
'\__u_ N— P

-The proposal 1s that counsel be appointed
in each province to represent the claimants in the
oral hearings in that province and to co-operzte with
other counsel across the country in the presentation
of clalums.

There appear to be three stages, first the
filing of claims with statutory.declarations, second,
oral hearings at various centres including Montreal,
and thirdly proof of valuatiom in Vancouver.

1 ¢ It is proposed that each claimant who
E wishes to avail himself of the services of the counsel
appointed by the Co-operative Committee should pay 1%
B of his claim as a retaining fee, and that the balance
E of legal accounts should be paid by the clalmants in

=4 : proportion to the amounts received by them.

| o




We would be very glad if you would feel free
to act for the Co-operative Committee in this case., I

would be very glad to come down to Montreal at some time
and discuss our plans with you.

We do not as yet know the dates of the hearings
in the various centres nor, of course y are we yet aware
¥ of the number of claims likely to be made in each provinece.
The Commissioner is not 111kely to start before the first °
g : of December at the earlies|, and we doubt if he will start
L before the new year. wWe have suggested to him that he
RS : should start in eastern Canada and move towards western
;ﬁ | Canada. If he adopts this suggestion, the first hearings
N may be in Montreal end therefore will be of some lmportance

2 | I hope you will be able to accept this responsib-

111ty
Yours very truly,
CAMERON,¥ELD(N & BREVWIN
per: M
FAB:HC

s




October 35, 1947.

Executive Committee, -
Nationel Japanese Canadian Citizens Association,

Poronto, Ontario.

Attention Mr. George Tanaka
pear Sirs: |

I understand that there has been some
question in your organization in regard to the pro-
posal of the Co-operative Committee %o provide legal
assistence for a preliminary retaining fee of 1% of
all claims. '

Fhen this matter was first discussed as
you will reeall, the writer suggested that & minimum

figure for expenses was §$10,000, and it appears that

as the' losses claimed will probably exceed one million
dollars, that provisions for a 1% retaining fee would
bring in more then the required amount.

At the time the writer made the suggestion
of $10,000.00, the Government had not amended the terms
of reference and the writer had in mind in suggesting
thet figure, that the terms of reference might discourage
a number of claimants and thereby greatly reduce the
amount in proof of claims., With the amended terms of
reference the amount of claims may be very much more con-
siderable, but the increased amount of the claims will
also increase the expense and time involved.

on the previous occasion, the writer roughly
estimated a total amount of cleims that were to be made
at five million dollars, however, for the practical pur-
pose this should be very considerably reduced. First of
all there will be a considerable number of claims whieh
cannot be preseated to the Coumission because of the fact
thet the properties in question did not vest in the Custod-
ien. This might reduce the claims by 25%.

It must also be borne in mind that the larger
figure took in account, that claims were made for loss of

LS
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earnings which cannot be recovered through the Commission.

In addition it is quite probable thet very many of
those who signed forms will not when the matter comes to a
point and when it is necessary to present evidence, etc. to
the Commission, will not wish to go to the trouble of actually
Presenting their cusés. '

It is also the view of the Co-operative Committee
that legal assistance should bé made available to those who
for one reasson or another were not financially able to pay
the retaining fee, : ]

On the other hand it seems to the writer now that
the estimate of $10,000,00 was inadequate, This might take
account of minimum legal fees, but inasmuch as the emphasis
is placed under tke new terms of reference upon the value of
the properties, it will be important to have a fund avallable .
to employ expert valuators. It may also be necessary to employ
Someone to gather statistical information as to sales of other
properties in the areas concerned and relation of selling val-
ues to assessed values.

All in all it is now my opinion that a sum nearer
to $20,000.00 would be more adequate. This would te meade up
of legal fces of some $11,000.00, valuation fees of $£5,000.00
and travelling °xpenses and contingencies fund or statistical
matericl,etc, £4000.00.

These, of course, are the very roughest sstimates
because it is extremely difficult to foretell precisely how
mueh work wWill be done or how much eéxpense will be involved.

I can assure you,however, that although the sum
may seem large, it 1s quite small in relation to ¢laims whieh
in total may range between one million end five million dollars.
Indeed if individual elaiments had to employ lawyers or their
own on an individual basis, it is probable that the amount re-
quired would be meny times larger altogetier.

. The suggestion has been made that a basic retaining
fee of $10.00 be set irrespective of the amount of individual

¢laims, We do not feel that this propsal would be fair. Some

Of the clalms may be quite small and involve comparatively little

time, other claims as the writer Knows are very substantial and
will involve a great deal of investigation. It would not be
fair to ask the person whose furniture has been sold and who is

ka4 “WWW. E
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¢laiming $3000.00 or £4000.00 to pey $10.00 and to ask a person
whose business-is sold and who may be claiming anywhere from e

. $10,000 to $100,000, to pay the same amount..

It is, of course, to be understood that if the claimants
are unable to pay the retaining fee suggested, for any reason, that
the legal assistance will nevertheless be given if the Japanese
Canadian organization recommend that it shoyld be. I think that
the suggestion made by the Co-operative Committee that a retaining
fee of 1% be paid, is falr and reasonabls, and will probably pro-
vide enough but not too mueh in the way of finencial resources to
see that the claims are vigorously presented to the Commission.

I would regret it if your orgenization telt that this
was not a fair proposal. We would, of course, be willing to dis-
‘euss with you any variation that you suggest.

Yours very truly,
CAMERON ,WELDON & BREWIN

per: .5§7/V%

FAB; HC




Law Courts,
VICTORIA, B.C.
4th October ,1947.

John W. G. Hunter, Esq.,
parrister,etc.,
Teronto, Ontarlo.

Dear )li'. Hunter:

Thanks for your letier of the Srd inst. enclosing
copy of Mr, Brewin's le tter of the 29th ul t.

T do not think there is any good reason why the
clos ing date for flling e¢laims should be put forward, If
t.at i done we may reesonsble enticipate that it will further
delay the openlng of the gommission hearings. In view of the
ngscape™ provision in the advertisement I agree that no real
nerdshlp should result,

1 think there will be advantages 1n holding an
open session at which counsel concerned may present thelr
views in regard to the procedure to be adopted in the conduct
of future sesslons.

It 18, I think, undesirable that I should make any
comment at this time on the suggestions made in this re-
gard to Mr. Brewin, These are matters upon whieh I hestitate
to express any advance opinion, There may be matters upon whieh
counsel can egree, such as early production of documents.

Tt may be desirable for me to appoint one or more
persons who are reccgnized as suthorities on property values,
to make an invest tion of the value of individual properties
in the areas in which the Japanese were located. My present in-
formetion 1s insufficient %o permit me %O reach any conclusion
in that regard, If you or wr, Brewin deslre %o express your
views on that subject by mall, I would appreclate ,our assistence.

Mr. Brewin appears to assume that he and his assoclates
will be representing the ma jority of the Japanese Clalmants. If
that were so I would heve less doubt about meking advence rulin. s,
after hearing from Mre. prewin and yourself. However, in view of
communications whieh I have had from A. Ge virtue K.C. of Leth-
bridge, Alberta, and Eric G. Adams, of Montreal, 1t would appear
that these gentlemen expect to represent the ma jority of prospec-
tive claimants in Alberta and quebee, respectively. consequently
i1t would appesr undesiresble that any £inal deeision should be mede
in regord %o such matters as wr. Brewin suggestis, until all Counsel

neve been heard at an opening sesslon.

ther from the information whieh Mr. Shears has
ted Jepanese are distributed across Can-

golumbie 5000; Alberta 700; Sask-
atehewan 5003 yanitoba 1000; Ontarlo 60003 Quebec 1000,

1f one is safe in essuming that claims will be filed
by persons resident in these provinces roughly in proportion %o
the total number of evacuated Jepanese in each, I can see no

ing %ne hearings in gastern Qeansda. In fact there
s op:: bos adven tazes in Vancouver whiech would permit of

] gamination of some of the areas where the Japanese
1i£ed when in pritish golumbla, and particularly the small farm
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roperties whieh I understand were the subject of the investigation
by the Public Aeccounts Committee. Having opened in Vancouver, the
more praectical move would be to proceed to Kamloops and perhaps Kel-

owna and Nelson, in British (
SRant aun . ’ British Columbia, in that order, for subsequent

Once the individual claimants resident iu British Columbia

have been heard the Commission could then proceed to one or other of
the Eastern cities in sueh order as is theg found convenient.

I conclude from my discussion with Mr. Shears, yourself,
and Mr. MeMaster that it will not be practicable finally to dispose
of all the evidence relating to any of the claims at any one session,
due to the fact that the Japanese claimants reside elsewhere than Van-
couver, and the supporting testimony whiech they will introduce must
come from Vancouver, or, in any case, British Columbia. Moreover,
all of the records of the custodian®s office being in Vancouver,it
would be very inconvenient for the custodian or the Government to
present their testimony at any point other than Vancouver,

Consequently I have reached the tentative conclusion that
the following procedure should be adopted:

1o To hear the evidence of the respective claimants who
have filed claims at the point most convenient to them,
which I take it will be the point nearest the claimant's
present residence.

2. To hear supporting testimony which each claimant desires
to adduce at Vancouver after the testimoney of all clalim-
ants has been taken.

Se To hear the testimony which the custodian or Government
ecounsel desires to introduce in reply to each of the
claimant's claims at Vancouver.

I appreciate that this will ereat. a somewhat awkward
situation from own point of view and perhaps also for claimants
or their counsel, but in the circumstances I can see no alternative

to this proceduts.

I feel strongly that the testimony of each ¢laimant should
be completed at the time when he is first heard. Also that the ‘
claimant's supporting testimony should all be pub in at one time. F
Likewise that the custodian's reply should be put in at one time. -
If this course is not adopted I am likely to be faced with the nec-
essity of going back on various matters which should have been deal?t
with on the oceasion when the particular witnesses were first called,
whieh, in the circumstances, appears to m¢ to be quite impracticable.

T will be ready to open in Vancouver at any date convenient
to counsel after November 30th. I feel, in view of the fact that
many of the counsel who are likely to be concerned are resident else- |
where than in British Columbia, that it would be inconvenient to counse
to open much later than December 1lst, otherwise the proximity of the |
christmas season will prevent any effectual startd being made until

after the New Year.

1 have had an extra copy of this letter made for Mr. Brewin,
and will also send a eopy to Mr. Virtue in Lethbridge.

vou might teke it that the views which I have expressed on

the various matters raised by Mr. Brevin are tentative and subject
to such representations as any counsel desires to make. It would be

highly desirable jmmediately to e¢lear the ground as much as possible.

will you, Mr. Brewin and Mr. Virtue write me here if you
desire to comment on the foregoing.

Yours truly,

. "H, I. BIRD"




VIRTUE & RUSSELL

( BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS
AND NOTARIES PUBLIC

MSFARLAND BUILDING, OPPOSITE COURT HOUSE LETHBRIDGE ,ALBERTA

A GLADSTONE VIRTUE.M.C.K.C. {
WILLIAM STAFFORD RUSSELL.B.A.LL.B.

r??ﬁ?ﬁh <nd October, 1947.
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PLEASE REFER TO FILE NO. 3201 ¢ Lf'éf\l_,, 1%

F. A. BREWIN, ESQ.,

¢/o Messrs. Cameron, Weldon & Brewin,
Barristers and Solicitors,

372 Bay Street,

TORONTO, ONTARIO.

Dear Sir: RE: COMMISSION RESFECTING Jd APANESE
CLAINS.

1 refer to our two conferences in Toronto, and
to the information which we exchanged at that time.

1 informed you that wmy Firm wes representing
some five hundred and twenty claimants residing in
Alberta, whose signed claims I then had with ne, and
which I filed with the Secretary of State in Ottawa.

These claimants, with their families and
associates, represented approximately three thousand
people of the Japanese Race residing in Alberta, and
appr oximeately 95% to 99% of all Japanese Evacuees
living in Alberta.

We still represent practically all of these
claiments, and have instructions to present their
clalms before the Bird Commission.

These claimants and thelr families are re-
presented by a strong elected coumittee whip represents
the various Japanese coummunities surrounding Lethbridge,
and who are well orgenized with a view to obtaining
proper representation, and having their claims fully
and efficiently presented to the Commission.

During our Toronto conferences we agreed that
we would co-operate with regard to the presentation of
clalms before the Commission; that we would exchange
briefs; and that we would consult by mail or otherwise
regarding the methods to be followed. e, on our part,
are still prepered to abide by this undertaking, and to
Carry 1t oISy

Fs405
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F. A. BREWIN, ESQ. , Toronto, Untario...................32

| We shall bpe bleased to hear from you with regerd
to the whole matter.

We may add that there is in Lethbiridge a smell
committee of some seven

bersons known gs "The Lethbridge
Consultative Committee-on (g

nadians of Japanese Origin".
The writer has been g liember of this com
organization. The local Cous

_ ultative Commi ttee has
appointed a legal sub- : s ' W.E.Huckvale,
ESg ., L.S.Turcotte,

Esq., Barristers, and W.S.Wall ace,
& businessman who jis acting as Decretary.

According to an announcement made by this Conmittee
it will represent those "who are not Otherwise representeq

by counsel"., As far as we know this other group will not
Iepresent more than one or Wo percent, or Say at the most
five percent of g1l th

€ claimants. They are a small minority
who differ irom the main committee Tepresenting s majority
of probably 95% to 99% of the Japanes

€, the difference being
as to the methods to be pursued.

We are sending this to you b
appreciate heer ing from you il dy,

Y Alrmail, and shall
Yours truly,
VIRTUE & RUSSELL,

Per
/L
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7th October, 1947.

3201
HON, MR, JUSTICE H. I. BIRD,
¢/o Law Courts,
VICTORIA, B.C.

RE: JAPANESE COMMISSION

Dear Sir:

Let me express my thanks for sending me
a copy of your letter dated October 4th, addressed
to Mr. John W, G. Hunter. |

In my opinion your letter will assist
in clearing away certain misunderstandings, and in
facilitating the early filing of claims, and the
hearings of the Commission.

I accept with pleasure the invitation
contained in tke last paragraph of your letter, read-
ing: "will you, Mr. Brewin and Mr. Virtue write me
here if you desire to comment on the foregoing".

Now I must preface the suggestions I am
about to make with the statement that I receive in-
structions and guidance from a large committee of
Japanese residing in the small towns surrounding
Lethbridge, who are democratically chosen by the
main groups of evacuees scattcred throughout a wide
area in Southern Alberta. At the present time not
only the members of the Committee but the great
ma jority of the evacuees themselves are engaged in
the sugar beet harvest in Southern Alberta, and of
course it is highly important in the interests of
Canadlan economy in general as well as the evacuees
themselves that this urgent work be completed. For
that reason I may be unable tc get instructions from
the Committee for a period of a week or ten days, and
hence my suggestions will be subject to the final in-
structions of the Committee when it meets,

For convenience of reference I shall number
the paragraphs of your letter of October 4th.

With regard to paragraph 2, I agree that there




HON. m. mSTICE I'I’o I. BIRD’ VICTORIA,B.C...O.O...O.. 00#2

is no reason whatever why these claims should not be
Tfiled on or before November 30th,

With regard to paragraph 3, we would be pre-
pared to attend such an open session if it is considered
necessary. In that event we feel that the open session
Should be held either in Vancouver or Winnipeg, the
latter being chosen because it is comparatively central,

although, personally, we would prefer the open session
in vVancouver.,

As a matter of fact we see no particular ad-
vantage q§ going to the expense of such & preliminary
opén session provided counsel in the various Provinces
are perumitted to express their views (as we are now
doing) in writing in advence of the opening session.
Very often views so expressed are considerable clearer
than oral submissions, and there would seem to be ample
time for the expression of such views, and common agree-

ment as to procedure, TIf, however, such an open session
1s held we shall attend.

With regard to paragraph 4, we believe that
counsel should agree upon the following:-

(a) That all Orders in Council relaiving to
the evacuation of the Japanese, and sub-
sequent dealings with them and their
property be deemed admitted and in evi-
dence before the Commission, reserving
all legal considerations as to their effect.

(b) That all regulations made under the said
Orders in Council be likewise deemed ad-
mitted in evidence, subject to a like
reservat Lon.

(e) That any further documents whiech may be nec-
essary, and upon which all ecounsel ean
agree, be likewise deemed admitted in
evidence in the same manner.

(d) That copies of all sueh Orders in Counecil,
regulations, and other documents, be numbered,
and furnished to the various counsel.

If such documents are admitted in the
manner above mentioned it will enable
all concerned to be thoroughly familiar
with the ground-work, and will save a
mere formal attendance at the opening
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session for the purpose of having such docu-
ments put in.,

With regard to paragraph 5 of the letter of Oct.
4th, we may say that we have glven some thought to this
matter, Having done so we do not believe it would be
desirable to have valuators or appraisers appointed by

o . the Commission. We believe the evidence or opinions of

4 valuators so appointed would be likely to usurp to a large
i1 extent the powers and duties of the Commission itself.

i Undoubtedly the Government will give in evidence the

:; opinions of certain valuators chosen by the Govermment,

and undoubtedly the claimants will be able to get together
3 for the most part and agree on certain valuators who will
: represent the claimants. If seems to us that one of the
ma jor duties of the Commission will be to weight this evi-
dence and come to a conclusion as to correet values.

With regard to paragraph 6 of your letter; we
agree therewith, and otherwise make no comment on Mr.
Brewin's position.

With regard to paragraph 7, we point out that
the evacuees in the Province of Alberta number approxims tely
thirty-four hundred - not seven hundred- and that we ex-
pect to file approximately 500 to 600 actual claims.

With regard to paragraph 8, we entirely agree
that there is no reason for opening the hearings in Eastern
Canada. We, ourselves, would prefer to have the formal
opening session (if one is necessary) in Vancouw er.

We will append to this letter our submission,
for what it is worth, of what appears to us to be the
desirable chronological and geographical order of the

| hearings, but we submit this with some temerity, and

| merely in the hope that it may be of some assistance in
& tentative way, and after th other counsel have express-
ed themselves.

With regard

'\
bR Y
With regard to paragraph 10, we refer to the % "
tentatively suggested order of proceedings above referred 11 \
With regard to paragraph 11(1), we agree. Eé
With regard to paragraph 11(2), we agree,

With regard

With regard

refer again to the tentative order of proceedings appended.

to paragraph 9, we agree.

to paragraph 11(3), we agrese.
to the whole of paragraph l1ll, we
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With regard to paragraph 13, we agree, subject to
the fact that after the evidence on behalf of the Government

is adduced the claimants should have the usual right of re-
but tal evidence in reply.

With regard to paragraph 14, as far as we are con-

cerned, we shall be prepared to attend in Vancouver at any
time after December 1lst.

We might add that the beet harvest in Southern
Alberta should be well out of the way before December lst,
and our e¢lients would then be free to attend the hearings,

With regard to paragraphs 15, 16 and 17, we

again express our appreciation of the invitations to in-
dicate our views, '

Now, with regard to the whole question,(and as
above stated, with some temerity and subject to the guidance

of the Commission and other counsel) we suggest the following
tentative order of proceedings:- .

1. Produetion in evidence, and without any

formal hearing, of all Orders in Council,

regulations and other documents which may
be agreed upon;

2. Hearing at a central point, e.g. Lethbridge,(or as the
of claimants' evidence, including: may be)

(a) Claimant himself,
(b) oOther witnesses available there.

e Hearing at Vancouver of

(a) Remaining evidence on behalf of
claimant.

4, Hearing at Vancouver of evidence on behalf of
Government.

S. Hearing at, e.g, Lethbridge, of evidence on
behalf of e¢limant in rebuttal (this would be
strietly confined to rebuttal evidence).

6. Hearing of argument on behalf of claimants
and Ggovernment.

While we realize that we cannot exbect that all

of the above suggestions will be acceptable either to you

case
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or thie other counsel concerned we hope that they may con-
tain some proposals which may open the way to an agree-
ment which will be aceeptable to all parties.

Yours truly,
VIRTUE & RUSSELL,

"G.. Virtue"

per
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VIRTUE & RUSSELL

Barristers, golicitors
and Notaries Public

A. Gl&dStOnB 'v.i_r_‘tua,moc. K.Ce Lethbridge 1perta
williem Stafford Buns @l 1y BasdielilinD? ge, Albe
10%h October, 1947 .

pleaseé refer 1O File No. 3201

F. A. BRmm’ ESQ.'
¢/o Mensrs._Cameron,Weldon & Brewin,

parristers and Solicitors,

gterling Tower,
TORONTO 1, C A N A D A.

Dear Sir: RE: COMMISSION RESPECTING JAPANESE
CLAIMS

Please accept my thanks for your letter of

october 7th.

1 am glad tO know that we can co
respect 1O this matter.

-operate with

we thank you for your offer of sending us forms

of proof of ¢claim, but we nave already arranged for the
we will require a laTreée numbeT

‘printing of these forms as
here, and 1V would not p&ay to have them printed and

shipped from Toronto.

We enclose CODY of
sent to the Hon. Mre. Just;ce

a statement of our position
Bird.

we trust that you will agree with our proposals
in the main, and shall be glad O have you €Xpress your

views regarding them.

- JALPD

LY

A little later on Ve believe thal We should be
able to gev together and select a fimm of reliable ¥
yaluators who will be prepared %o give evidence on be- '3
nalf of all Japanese claimants whetner living in ontario, {4
Alverta, OT elsewhere. We should be glad to have your
views in this regard also.

We also suggest that it might pe best for all
counsel concerned %o agree on the name Oof one interpreter
commission from place To place,

who would accompany the
the Commission jtself, thus

and would be employed by
gsaving our mutual clients considerable expense.

We are sending this

AL/

$o you by Airmail, and would

Ot d
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appreciate having your reply by the same method as we
anticipate a meeting in the very near future with a

- large committee representing practically all the Japanese
evacuees living in Alberta.

Yours truly,
VIRTUE & RUSSELL,
Per : "G. Virtuen
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October 7th, 1947.

lire 'eA. Brewin,

¢/o Cameron, Welldon & Brewin,
372 Bay Street,

TORONTO, Ontario.

Dear lir. Brewin:

To date 1 have not been able to do very rmmuch in
connection with the Property Loss Claims other then examining
end sorting out all Menitoba Questionnaire Forms which were
sent here by George Tanaka. As soon as we receive the claim
formms from you, 1 will start interviewing people and completing
the forms. We have about 75 claims already and since we expect
quite a few more, 1 want to start as soon as possibles We will
need 3 forms for each claim, i.e. 2 for the Commission and 1 for
us, so that I expect we will require a minimum of 500 forms. 1

There are some details 1 wish to clear up as soon as
possible; I would, therefore, appreciate your considering the
following, and advising me of your opinion;

.JJOD

s Wi1] the claim forms be based only on informetion we
obtained from the claiments, or will there be machinery in vancouver,
through which we can obtain more material? What I have in mind are F (
details such as: r
(a) valuations by Heal Lstate Agents in the locality of the "
property in question, as of the date of evacuation, date of sale, and
at present; | 1
(b) searches at the Land Titles uffice to attempt to obtain 3
informetion of resale, if any, by purchasers from the Custodian, and

the profit made therebysy
(¢) itemized statement from wvustodian for costs and deductions

from sele price, and for particulars as to method of attempting to
obtain offers.

420

AL/

y 2e As I understand it, fishing boats and fishing gear were

€ first taken over by some nrcormittee®, then handled by the B.Ce. Securities
commission, before the vustodian was appointed. Do claims for loss
suffered by sale by these bodles come within the terms of reference?

ey

De The local committee keeps asking me about the legal fees.
L I have taken the stand that 1 will conform to the decision of the
Toronto Committee. Your latest letter to iurs. Scambler suggests that
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all claimants pay in 1% of their claim, and the successful

claimante pay an additional amount. Several questions have arisen
which 1 have been unable to answer and 1 would appreciate clarification
from you.

(a) Do you feel that there should be a minimum payment so that people
who have a questionable claim for a small amount of say $50.00 to $500.0CC
will think twice before making same?

(b) Do you contemplate that out-of-pocket expenses, such as
stenography, stationery, postage and travelling expenses be paid out
of this 1% or that the Uo-operating committee and the F.C.C.A. De expected
to pay same and the 1% should be clear to the lawyers?

(¢) Who is to fix the additional sum payable by successful claimants
and on what basis should they do so? Do you suggest some form of sliding
scale? :

(d) In the case of uanitoba, L feel that L will be able to look after
i all the claims and thus eliminate the necessity of retaining more lawyers
j\ and acquainting them with the nature and background of the claims. ln
‘ such case shall I expect the Co-operative vommittee to nandle all the

moneys or shall I handle them myself? :
'._\ (e) In the case of work being done for us in B.C. in accordance with
- Question Une above, what sort of arrangements will be made with the

\ Pancouver lawyers? Will you loock after these arrangements on a National

) scale or do we take it up with them in each individual case?

(f) Are you preparing a form of retalner setting out the financial
arrangement to be signed by each claimant? g\
I hope you won't mind letting me have your reaction to these 2
questions. I consider the first two very vital and hope to have your .
answer in the very near future. .
As to the question of fees; although I of course, expect to be
paid for my work, I am certain that I will not. receive as much as it will Q
be worth, and that does not bother me one bit. I am, however, anxious 10 o
with those worked out in Toronto, x

make arrangements exactly in accordance
so that there should be uniformity throughout.

Hoping to hear from you shortly, I am,

Sincerely, Véﬂ/ﬁé//
A

SMC /[y
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October 7, 1947.

Messrs. Virtus & Russell,
Barrlsters, solicitors,

MCFarlarnd Bailding, Opposite court House,ﬂ
Lethbridge, Alberta.

Attention Mr. A. Gladstone Virtue,X.c,

Dear Sirs:

Re: Commission respe'cting Jaepanese
Claimg

-

S

I have received your letter of October
2nd .

AS you are aware I =m aciing ac counsel
for the Co-operative Committee on Japanese Canadians
Who have represented the dsportations and oth.r matters

for a large number of Jspanese Canadians in every part
of Canada, ' |

| The Co-operative Committéa are proposing to
offer the services of legul counsel in each province to
assist in the presentation of elaims to the Commission.

The Co-operative Committee are also acting in
consultation with a newly formed Japenese-Canedisn orgen-
ization known as the Japanese Canadian Citizens issociation.

) In offering to assist the Japanese Canadians,the
Co-operative Commit tee have made it absolutely cleer in
every statement they have made, that the Japanese Canadians
are fully entitled %o secure whatever legal advice they see

fit, and there is no sort of obligetion upon them to accept
the n €es of the Committee or the plan put forward by the

Committee. The Committee as you know have branches in eaech
Province and in considering who should be put forward as the
legal representatives of the Committee, the Co-operative Comm-

ittee here in Toronto have asked for advice from the loeal
branches in each province. '

In Alberta the local consultative committee thar
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Messrs. virtua'&.Rusaall - October 7, 1947,

have advised us of the appointment of the legal sub-comnittee
referred to in your letter.

You will,of course, appreciate that our central
comuit teée in Toronto is in no position to investigate or con-
sider who should aet in the various Provinces and is bound to
take the advice of the local committees

Qur Committee will therefore be adyiéing the Japanesse
Canadiens that the representatives of the committee in Alberta

are the gentlemen named in your letter Mr. Huckvale and MTr.
Turcotte. | ' ‘

I the situation is as set out ip your letter, that
you already have retuiners from 954 to 99’?01 all Japanese
€vacuees living in Alberta, it 1is obvious that ihe scope of
the work to be done by Messrs. Huckvale and Turcotte will be
small. Naturally the Co-operative Committee cannot pre-empt
this field and the Japanese Cansdians are free to eonsult who-
ever they will.

While it is otvious that the Co-operative Committee
will find it easier to consult with their representatives in
each individual province who are working by appointment of the
Co-operative Committee and directly for them, and in accecordance
with the plan they have outlined, this doex not at all mean that
we will be unwiliing to co-operate with any other counsel rep-
resenting claimants, and I can assure you that - will be very
glad to exchange briefs with you and discuss with you the meth-
ods to be followed. You will maturally understand that I am
also consulting with the other gentlemen named, and that as far
as our firm is concerned, we are in no position to settle eny
differences that may arise as to who represents various groups
of Jepenese Canadians. We think this Is a matter that you should
take up direetly with Mr. Huckvele and Mr, Turcotte.

At the present time we are preparing a form of claim
and as soon as it is printed, we will be glad to let you have
copies. Part of the duplicate part of the claim will, of course,
be inappropriate so far as you are ¢oncerned but I am sure our
committee will not object to your using the particular form that
we have drafted. You will, of course, have noted that the Comm-
issioner's notice setting out in a general way whet was to be in-
c¢luded in the form, did not give any details,, and we have felt
that it would be helipful if we prepared the asctual form to be
filed, and also arranged to have duplicates.

Ve understand that the hearings will not begin before
the first of December, and that they will then begin in British

*
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Messrs, Virtue & Russell October 7, 1947, -

Columbia.

We have not yet got any brief prepared, but will be
doing so befors very long.

One suggestion tiat we have made to the Commissioner
is that counsel for all claimants should be entitled to produection
of the Custodian's file in respect of the claiments, or at least
of documents that the Custodian regards as relevant to the inquiry.
Another matter that we have taken up with the Custodian is our view
that the hearings will have to be divided into two parts; the first
in which oral evidence ls presenved in the various centres where
the Japsune e Cenadians are and tue second part in Vancouver or in
British Columbia where evidence of valuation Wde.

We are giving consideration to asking roz'a statistical
survey; in British Columbia, and whatever material we are able to se-

¢ure on this, we will be glaZ to meke avellesble to you for the bene-
r1§ of your clients,

We would, of course, be glad to hear from you any sugges-
tions you have as to steps that should be teken at the present time.

Yours very truly,
CAMERCN, VELDON & BREWIN

per:
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October 8, 1947..

Mr. A. F. Brewln,
¢/o Messrs. Cameron, Weldon and Brewin,

Barristers and Solicitors,

Sterling Tower,
Torontq 1, Ontario.

Dear Mr. Brewin:-

Re: Japanese Canadian Claims.

.

I am sorry that I did not reply to your

letter of September 19th before this but it was only last
weekend that a meeting of local residents was held to discuss

this matter.

There are not very many Japanese Canadian

in Saskatchewan and in SO far as the City of Regina is concern-
or two claimse. The situation at

ed there seems to be only one
With reference

Voose Jaw may be somewhat different howevers.
to the claims at Regina my father and brother both have claims 0O
which will be brought pbefore this Commission. I am intending 9
to handle these two claims myself and will be assisted by Dre. | S
M. C. Shumiatcher if necessary. 1 think that we will be in a S
position to handle any other claims which may be brought before .
us here. ‘
. We shall, of course, be very glad to co-
operate with you in any manner and would appreciate it if you oQ
:
| A

could keep us posted on developmentse.

Yours sincerely,
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October 8, 1947.
i

Messrs, Norris & MaclLsnnan, 7
Barrisiers,
Benk of Nova Scotia Building,
‘ 602 lasiings Street west,
vancouvery, Be C.

Re: Japanese Canadlian Property Claims

Attention Mr. J. A. Maclennan,

Dear Sirs:

I have intended for some time to write to
you about this matter. \

First of all the Co-operative Committee pro-
poses if you nave no objection, to nominase both your
firm and Mr. McMaster as their agents in British Colum-
bia, and leave it to the two of you to work ouv a proper
division of labour. This is in accordance with advice
we recelived from the Consultative Committee in British
Columbia some tlme ago. Mr. MclMaster has been in eastern
Canadea and we have already had extensive consultation with
him and will Ye seeing him again cn Friday.

.JJOD

The plan underteken by the Co-operative Committee
is set out in the last issue of the MNew Canadian whieh no
doub? you have, and we have prepaered draft forms which are
to be printed, a rough copy of which we enclose.

A20

, Owing to the pressure of time, we liave not been
able to consult you in regerd tc these forms, but we trust
that you will rind that the same are useful. The name of
your firm will, of course, appear amongat the list of lawyers
whon, we are advising the Japanese Canadlans, represeant the

p Co-operative Committee ' :

Ure Jo We G. Hunter pf this eity has been appointed
counsel for the government or the Custodian. We will also be
discussing matters with him. The first concern that we have,
of course, is to see that the elaims are duly tiled.and that
if possible eopies of the material filed are available to us.

AL/
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Messrs. Norris & Maclennan ' 0ct. 8/47.

We understand that Mr. Justice Bird proposes to
start hearings on the lst of December or thereabouts in British
columbia, and to spend some two weeks in December on the claims.
It has seemed to us thaet it would be advisable that there should be
a gencral and preliminary hearing in which the various QOrders-in-
Couneil should be proved and general represent:tions might be made
in regard to such matters as production, type of evidence to be
required, etc. '

MTr, MCMaster will keep you up to date on the various
points that we have dlscussed, and our plans in regard to ob-
taining evidence of vaelues etc. in British Columbia. Fhis will,
of course, be a most important part of the work.

We hope that the proposal in regard to payment for

- work done for the Committee will be satisfactory to you. It

does appear that 1% of the total claims is & very small sum
for the amount of work involved, but in order to not discourage
clalments we felt that this should be kept to a minimum. The
Jepanese Canadlans believe that this manner of doing it will
reise a sum of approximately §20,000,

We believe that there should be no difficulty in
apportioning the moneys raised amongst the various solicitors
who may represent the Co-operative Committee in other provinces.
You will no doubt be faced by the positiom that you will be con-
sulted by individuals wno wish to retain your firm individually
to act for them.

T have dlscussed this situation with Mr. McMaster and
have agreed with him that in such eircumstences we should explain
to these respective cllents the proposal of the Co-operative Comm-
ittee and that they may eome in under thet scheme if they wish.

If they prefer to do so, however, they ean make special arrenge-
ments to have individual firms represent them on whatever temms
may be arranged.

We believe that as a general rule the Japanese Can-
adians should be encouraged to avail themselves of the proposal
of the Co-operative Coumittee.

You will have noted that we are not attempting to set
& rate of remuneration that should ultimately be paid, but we
believe that if all counsel involved submit their bills to the
Committee in due course in regard to the actual amount of work
done by eaeh of them, we shall have no difficulties..

. We believe that one of the main motives in working
In this matter is interest in helping the claimants because of
the Jjustice of their cause. On the other hend I see no reason

- JLOD
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Messrs. Norris & MacLennan

why the successful claimants should not
n for the services

I hope that you will

: Communicate wit
comments or suggestions that y

OU may have.

I think vhat if the obening hearings are to be
in British golumbia in December, that I shall endeavour to
be there just to see how the thing gets under way, so that
I shell bz able to advise OUr representative in the other
provinces as to the procedures adopted by the Commissioner
and points that seem to Tequire special ettention.

h me any

Sincerely yours,
FAB:HC

- JLOD
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October 8, 1947.

Messrs. Ritchie & Huckvale,
612 Third Avenue S.,
Lethbridge, Alberta.

Re:; Jepanese Canadian Property Claims

pear 8irs:

Fursher %o our letter of October 2nd, we
are enclosing for your information, a rough draft of
the proposed letter and forms to be used in this matter.
Since preparing this Graft we have made scme changes,
and please do not consider the draft as official.
The letter and forms went to the printers to-day and we
shall hope to have the material ready ss quickly as poss-
ible. In the meantime we wlish to advise ycu that we re-
ceived a letter from Mr. Gladstone Virtue in whica he re-
minds us of an understanding wihich we had wit.u him when he
was in Toronto to the effect that we would co-operate with
him é&nd ¢xchange briefs,etc. in regard to property“claims.,
He asserts in his letter that he has rztalners from over
500 claimants and that he believes that this represents
95% of all claimants in Alberta. He refers to the announce-
ment in the paper of your committee and suggestis that your
committee will only be reguired to represent a very small
percentage of those coneerned. It would appear from this
letter that Mr. Virtue is somewhat disturbed by your announce-
ment and I presume that some dif ficulty may arise as to which
claimants you represent and which he represents.

- JLOD

A9

we have replied to him stating that the Co-operative

committee have appointed as their agents and representatives
in each province, those persons sugzested by the local consul-
tative committess and that, of course, our central committee
in Toronto would not override the recommendations made to us.
Secondly that we have made it clear im all public statements

| or correspondence in the matter, that individual claimants are

' free to get whatever legal .advice that they see fit. Thirdly

, that we are guite willing ‘to co-operata.vith him in the exchange

AL/
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Oct. 8/47.

Nessrs._thChie & Huckvale

of briefs or any material, as we will be with any other counsel
representing claimants . Fourthly that if there is any difflculty
as to who represents wio in Alberte that 1s sometning that snould
naturally be tawen up directly between members of the profession
concerned 1in that province.

If there are persons who have signed a retainer with
Mr. Virtue who now wishh 10O avail themselves of the services of
your conmittee, no dcubi you will give consideration as to what
5g the best wey 1O deal with this matter. ;
yours very truly,
CAMFRON, WEIDON & BREWIN

per:

FAB:HC
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DEM~7S, MONET, OUIMET & LEFEBVRE NCTi 10 198
¢ BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS
ANDRE DEMERS, k. c. .. " "MARDUETTE 2228-9*
FABIO MONET, k. : 2t || LA SAUVEGARDE BUILDING
ROBER DUIMET, Kk C. 152 NOTRE DAME ST., EAST
PAUL LEFEBVRE, B.A,LL.B. SuUIiIrTe 52-53-54

Att: Mr, Brewin

MONTREAL 1,0ctober 9th 1947

Mtres Cameron,Weldon & Brewin, -
Barristers, ’
Sterling Tower,

Toronto 1.

re: Japamese Csnadian Claimg - my file H-301

Dear Mr. Brewin,

It is with great pleasure that I have taken
cormunication of your letter of October 3rd. in the above matter.

I have no hesitation in accepting to act

for claimants within the Province of Québec. I shall be engaged in

lengthy litigation during the latter part of the month of November but 0
o
will be at your disposal during the first two weeks of that month. ~
R
Looking forward to the pleasure of meeting
!
you I am,
Yours very truly, S)
A N
N
ROGER OUIMET ::
N
RO/CL
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October 9, 1947.

Messrs. Cherniack & Chernlack,
Barristers and Soliei tors,
31-460 Main Street,

‘winnipeg, Manitoba.

Re: Japanese Canadian Property Claims

Attention Mr. S. M. Cherniack.

pDearT girs: :

Thank you for your letter of October 7th.
I have been meaning to write to you.

ve will be sending you the forms as scoun as
possible, and I will inform George Tanaka that you re-
quire & minimum of 500 forms. They have already gone
to the printers together with an accompanying letter

from the Co-operative Committee setting out the general
scheme .

We have given consideration to some oOf the

mattefa raised in your letter and will endeavour to answer
the questions.

‘ In regard to "1 I do not see how we can possibly
obtain materiasl in Vancouver for the purpose of completing
the elaim forms. For one thing the costs of doing so would
be tremendous and I am sure there would not be time %o have
the investigations made before the forms are to be filed on
the 30th of November. We snall have to use every effort we
can to get the forms filed by that date. TWe are therefore
putting on the forms tnat the falrest possible estimate of
values will have to be made by the claimants themselves and
that later after the oral hearings, We will endeavour to pro-
duce evidenee in Vancouver of valuations made by real estate
agents., 1 am ineclined to think also that this sort of evid-
ence will be of greater value after we have had a chance %0
see the flles of the Custodian which in many cases contain
valua tions.

re are also trying to get the Ccustodian %o agree

.JJQD
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Messrs. Cherniack & Cherniack Oclober 9, 1947.

to produce statements of his costs and deductions from the sale
price and make full preduction ofhls records in respeet to each

case. This egain I am gulte sure cannot be done until af
claims. have been filed. af ter the

We also have in mind having a statistieal survey made
of sales in the localities in question in the years imediately
preceding the sale by the Custodian and possibly as you s gest,
of resales made by purchasers from the Custodian, although,of
course, obviously the difficulty of this latter evidenece woul
be that velues generally have tremendously incressed. ’ |

Qur representatives in Vancouver will be Norris and
MacLennan and Mre. R. J. McMaster, and I have already discussed
with Mr. Mcilaster who has been In Toronto, the importence of se-
curing compstent reeal estate valuators and appraisers to advise

us« I believe most of their work, however, will have to be done
after the claims ere filed.

This puts a great burden on the c¢laimsnts but it seems
inevitable and we shall have to try and impress the Commissioner
that the claimants camnct be expected to make eamplete or aecurate
or satisfactory estimates on the basis of the informetion which
they have.

In answer to gquestion "1™ therefore, I would say that
the elaim forms will have to be based on information obtained from
the c¢laimants and exeept perhaps in individusl cases in which in-
guiry might be made in Vancouver before the claims are filed,it
will not be precticeble to obtain material there .in time to put
into the c¢laims,.

I cannot give definitive answer to your question "2"
about fishing boats and fishing gear. My understanding is that
a great deal of the fishing fleet owned by the Japanese, was sold
by other agenecies before the property vested in the Custodlan.
These sales would seem to be emeluded from consideration by the
commissioner. On the other hand I do understaend that quite a
number of sales were made by the Custodian himself, Under these
circumstanees claims should be made. ‘

I have not yet secured or analyzed in detall the various
Orders-in-Couneil whieh apply, and therefore I do not kmow whether
the British Columbis Securities Commission could be considered &as
a person appointed by the Custodian within the wording of the terus
of reference,

It seems obvious that in meking the claims we should err
on the side of putting in elaims that may mnot later turn out %o be
supported, _ ‘

If the British 001umbiaiSeeurities commission and the .

.JJQD
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Messrs. Cherniack & Cherniack october 9, 1947.

committee referred to in your questlion operated before the
custodian was appointed, I do not see how sales made by them
can possibly come within the terms of referencs.

In regard to your third question I would answer as
follows: '

(a) We have not made any provision for a minimum payment
as you have suggested, but a proposal was made for an overall
payment for every claim of $10,00, but we advised against this
on the ground that people with substantial claim would be gett-
the services for a far less invesiment than. they were entitled
to. I doubt if you will find that many of the claims are less
then $300.00 or §400.00.

1 will answer your question under (c¢) next, namely,
who is to fix the additional sum payable by successful claimants.
My suggestion in regerd this is that each firm involved should
prepare an ordinary account which may be informally taxed by the
representatives of the committee and approved by them, OT if there
is any serious doubt as ®o the amounts asked for, could be sub ject
to actual texation though I feel this letter course will not be
necessarye. '

I would suggest that each solicitor appearing for the
claimants prepere a careful docket of his time spent and the number
of elaims handled, and the amounts involved, and at that stage we
could have & discussion &as to what would be a fair basis for setiing
our accounts., This sounds rether like a combine, but it seems to be
the only sensible way of handling it. I do not think any of us can
have the faintest idea at the present time as to tae amount of time
and effort we shall heve to put into 1t.

in reply to your question 3 (b) we have not contemplated
an additionsl fund for out-of-pocket expenses as this, of course,
would be included in any aceount presented by any solicitor. IV
was thought that the 1% levy would bring in approximately $20,000.00
and that this would be snough %o cover a minimum for disbursements
and legal fees., I must admit that the amount seems small, but the
committee here are very much of the opinion thail claimants should
not be discouraged and that there can be little doubt that some
substantial sum will be allowed to the claimants out of which a
full and feir fee and all disbursements can be paid. We have made
a rough estimate thet the minimum fees for tne work in Manitoba
payable out of the 1% would be $1000.00. I am gquite sure that this
would not begin to cover all the work involved, but it assures that
such an amount could be paid, and would probably mean that you OT
whoever was acting, would be able to feel that at least some Temul-

eration would be paid in any event.

S LO D
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Messrs. Cherniack & Chernliack ' October 9, 1947.

. . put of the $20,000.00 that we expect to raise through
this 1% we have anticipated that disbursements would be paid
first and then tne aceounts of the various solicitors in propor-
tion to the total amount of thelr bills as approved.

In reply %o your question ™d" it would certainly be
satisfactory %o us if you were able’ to look after all the cleims
in Manitoba. Our scheme was to have the money sent in to the
local brenches of the Co-operative Committee or the National Jap- A
enese Canadien Citlzens sssociation, then disbursed by them to ‘
the lawyers as occasion arose. It is quite obvious, however,that
meny of the cleimants will pay thelr money in direétly to the
luwyers and we suggest that thls should all be kept by the lawyers
in & trust fund %O the credit of tne co-operative Coumittese, and
reported to them. The general principle under which we proposed
to operate was that the Co-operative cormittee should be respon-
sible for all the moneys collescted under the scheme and that the
lawyers should be retained by them.

_ iIn regard to the work to be done in British columbia,
our suggestion is that a1l work done by the two firms which we
nave named under the general auspices of the Co-operative Comm-
ittee, should be dope through %the general arrengement made Dby
the whole co-operative committee and that in each province the
local lawyers concerned while they should eommunicate with these
firms as occasion arisas, should not seek to make individual

arrangements.

The answer %o "I" is thet we ere preparing & duplicate

of the claim to be completed,for the various lawyers concerned
and that this duplicate should contain a form of retsiner setting
out the finaneial arrangement , to be signed by each claimant. ‘

'J AP D

1 hope that these arrangements will be satisfactory
to you. 1 understand that the commissioner proposes to start
hearings in British columbia in pecember, and 1 shall probably
try to be there just to see how the thing starts. gither on the
way out or on the Wway vack, I shall have & cnance for consul-

tations with you. |

420

1 hope that you will write to us with any suggestions, ;
and keep in touch with us from time to time with what you have l
in mind, and we will &Iy to do the sams. AS soon as we have preé=  J
pared a general prief or memorandum we will try %o send it to you.

AL/

_ h MTr.
1 have already nad fairly full consultations wit /
McMaster and I think 1 shall have to Iy and develop @ SySt‘nada 1 |
whereby any suggestions coming in from any lawyers EGPO:; Can /
who are acting for us, as wWell &8 any suggestions from 1S °°”m”j’

ittee should automatically g0 Ou
entatives across canada.
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Messrs. Cherniack & Chemiack | October 9/47

we are very glad that you have felt able t0 co=-
operate with us in these matters.

Yours very truly, : e
CAMERON ,WELDON & BREWIN

er: ;
y

FAB:HC

.JJQD
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ﬁ\.GLADSTONE VIRTUE.M.C K.C
wiLLIAM STAFF

# ) LAY A
¢\ s rYyY f
ELEASE REFER TO FILE NO. 3201 & DREVY]

VIRTUE & RUSSELL

BARRISTERS,SOLICITORS
AND NOTARIES PUBLIC

MEFARLAND BUILDING, OPPOSITE COURT HOUSE LETHBRIDGE ,ALBERTA

SV ERANEINY =R
WL A Se=d S TC L 10th October, 1947

HAYYL > |
ORD PUSSELL.B.A..LL.B i ’ \J

CAMERON WELDON

F. A. BREWIN, ESQ.,

¢/o lMessrs. Cameron, Weldon & Lrewln,
Barristers and ~Solicitors,

Sterling Tower,

TORONTO 1, C AN A D A,

Dear Sir: PE: COMMISSION RESPECTING JAPANESE

Please accept my thanks for your letter of
October 7th.

I am glad to know that we can co-operate with
respect to this matter.

We thank you for your of fer of sending us forms
of Proof of Claim, but we have already arranged for the
printing of these forms as we will require a large number
here, and it would not pay to have them printed and
shipped from Toronto.

We enclose copy of & statement of our position
sent to the Hon. Mr. Justice Bird.

e trust that you will agree with our proposals
in the main, and shall be glad to have you eXpress your

views regarding them.

A little later Gl We believe that we.should be
able to get together and select a firm of reliable

Valuators who will be prepered tO give evidence on be-
half of all Japanese claimants whether living 1n Ontario,
Alberta, or elsewhere. Wie should be glad +0 have your

views in this regard also.

We also suggest that it might be best for all
counsel concerned to agree Ol the name of one interpreter
who would accompany the Commission from.place to place,
and would be employed by the conmission itselfl, thus
saving our mutual clients considerable expense.

s to you by Airmail, and would

ie are sending thi

.JJQD
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F. A. BREWIN, ESQ., Toronto, Canadaeceosoecens 5 AR

appreciate having your reply by the seame method as we
enticipate a meeting in the very near future with a
large committee representing practically all the
Japenese evacuees living in Alberta.

Yoeurs truly, ;:>

VIRTUE & RUSSELL,

Per

V/L
encl. Ui
ATRIVATL.




October 10, 1947.

Roger Quimet EsSq.,K«Cey

¢/o Wessrs. Demers, Monet ,Quimet & Lefebvrs,
Barristers & cSoliclitors,

la Sauvegarde Bullding,

152 Notre Dame Street Fast,

vontreal, Quebec,

Re: Japanese Canadian Claims
Your file H-301

Dear Mr. Quimet:

I was very glad to rsceive your letter
of nctober 9%h and to learn that you are willing
to represent the Co-operative Committee in regard
to these clalms.

It is not 1likely that the Commissioner
will be actually hearing claims in Montreazl for a
considerable time, as he proposes to start in the
west in December and it is lmprobable that he will
reaeh Montreal for several months at the earliest.
However, it will probably be necessary %o discuss
with you the problems arising out of the filing of
clalms and other mstters in connection with the
claims. .

As I informed you on the telephone I nave
had a communication from the Commissioner Iir. Jastice
Bird thet one Erie G. Adams of Nontreal has apperently
stated that ©hie expects to represent the ma jority of pros-
pective claimants in Quebec. T inférmed the secretary
of the National Japanese Cenadian Citlzens Association
which is a representative national body of the organized
Japanese Canadians. They told e that they had never
heard of Yr. Adams and did not at all understand this
statement. _

They are writing %o their representatives 1n

Montreal both to advise them that you will be the rep- A S
resentative of the Co-operative Committee and suggesting ;

that they inform their members as guickly &s possitle,




Roger Oulmet ESQe 3XeCo october 10,1947.

and also to inguire as to what groups of people NT. Apdams

in fact represents.
with kindes? regards,
Yours very truly,

CAMERCN , WELDON & BREVWIN

A 2%

FAR: 70
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BARRISTERS,SoLICITORS, NOTARIES, &C.

— S

:;NEC)::g:VF;I:gHIE.K.C. B oRs: AEAT(A MUILDING
ik 812 THIRD AVENUE S

. (/////Zl/‘fﬂ;/[f, . f///;r;/'/ﬂ,

CANADA

11th October, 1947.

1 f . ~

p. F. Brewin, Esq.,
¢/o Messrs. Cameron, Weldon & Brewin,
Barristers,

Sterling Tower, | Wi

Toronto 1, Ontario. & BRE)

Dear Sir:
Re: Japanese Canadian Property Claims.

The writer is in receipt of your letter of October
gth, wherein you enclose draft letter and draft form.

We assume that these will be coming forward in the
near future, as time is already running short.

The writer notes that you have received a letter from
Mr. Gladstone Virtue, of this City. The Legal sub-committee
here is perfectly cognizant of Mr. Virtue's position., We have been
extremely careful in our Press announcements to meke it perfectly
clear that we are not soliciting business in any way. For some
reason or other, Mr. Virtue very strongly objects to the formation
of a Legal sub-committee and argued the matter very forcibly before
a meeting of the full Consultative Committee here. Despite the
objections, the Consultative Committee was strongly of the opinion
that the Legal sub-committee should be formed, even if it could only
assist those few claimants who, for some reason or other, did not
require Mr. Virtue's gervices., Ve will, of course, be careful not
to interfere with claimants for wvhom Mr. Virtue is acting.

Ve shall appreciate receiving from you as soon as possible
a supply of the printed forms. When we have received them we will
make another Press announcement concerning them.

Yours ,truly,
Ritchie Huckvale

Per

WEH/JT.
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October 14, 1347.

R. J.« McMaster ESQ.,
c/o Messrs. Cempbell,Brazier,Fisher & McMaster,

Barristers,
676 Hastings Streel West,

Yancouver, BeCo

Re: Jepanese Cenadian Claims
- pear MTe MeMastier: |

T am enclosing herewith a copy of my letter
to Mr. Justice Bird, also a copy of a letter received
from Mr. vVirtue, and a copy of a letter that he has
written to Mr. Justice Bird. I am afrald it looks as
though we are going to have some trouble from thet point.
Yours very truly,
CAME RON, WELDON & BREWIN

L VA

FAB:ID
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Qetober 14, 1947.

A. Gladstone virtue EsQ.,K«Ce;,
c/0 MeSsSIrSe Virtue & Russell,
Barristiers, golicitors,
McFarland Building,
Lethbridge, Alberta.

Re: Jepanese’ ceanadlan Claims

pear Sir:

. 1 have your letter of October 10th 1947,
enclosing ecopy of your letter to the Honourable MT.

Justice Bird.

1 am enclosing a CODJ of an answer 1 have
made to Mr. Justice Bird's letlter.

leaving to our representatives in British Columbia,
nanely, MessIS. Norris & MacLennan and MIr'e Re Jdo
mcMasier of MessSIS. Campball,Brazier,Fisher & McMaster
and we shall advise you of our plans in this regard.

we note what you sajy about the advantages of getting
one interpreter, and we believe that this ‘eould be
arranged, and nave mentioned the matter to Mr. McMaster.

There appear from your letter to Mr. Justice
pird, to be a number of points in regard to waich our
views differ from yourSe. We presume that before the

opening hearing it will be possible to us to confer to -
gether and see now far these differences may pe straightened

out.

It is quite obvious at the present moment that
the opinions of all of us may be tentative.

Yyours Very truly,

CAMERON ,WELDON & BREVIN
o

per: L7

FAB:HC
Encl.
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October 15, 1947.

Messrs. Ritchie & Huckvale, *
Barristers, Solicitors,etc.,

Acadia Building,

612 Third Avenue S.,

Lethbridge, Alberta.

Re: Javanese Canadian Property Claims

pear Sirs:

Thank you for your letter of October llth.
we are hoping to nave the claims completed this week,
so that they will be ‘sent out to you some time next
week.

For your informatlon we understand that the
commissioner is planning a preliminary heering early
in December, and then Proposes to spend two weeks hear-
ing claims in pDecember in British columbia.

‘We presums therefore that none of the Alberte
cases will be heard until January at the earliest, and
before that time we hope we will have had an opportunity
to discuss the cleims with you thoroughly. '

we would be interested to hear from you at
some time approximately LOoW many claiments you expect to
represent. Mr. virtue has written the Commissioner in
reply, that he will represent virtually all of the claim-

ants in Alberta.

Yours very truly,
CAMERDN.WELDON & BREVIN

per:

FAB:HC ; dzo
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october 195, 1947 .

Mr. George Teamakl,

office of the Chief Tndustrial gxecutive,
Legislative guilding,

Regina, caskatchewan.

Dear MIe Tamaki :
Re: Japanese canadlian claims

T am glad to heve your letter of pctober
8th, and note that you will be handlling the cleims

in Regina.

We are preparlng forms for proof of clalims
which we will send on to you.

w: would be glad 1O receive advice from you
as to what legel representatlves we might geb for the
co—operative committee in Moose JaW, if as 1 understand
you reel that you are not in & position +to represent
the se claimanis. :

As 1 unde rs tand it the Commissioncr will ex-
pect to have all hearings 1h Woose Jaw probably not be-
fore February or March of next year. we would 1ike %O
pe able O nominate a representative as soon &S possible.

The writer has met MTe pAlfred Je wickens bub will be glad

to be advised whether you pelieve that you can handle tne
Moose Jaw claimants' ©€8ses» or whetner Yyou heve someone
else you cab re commend to do thal for usS.

We would much appreciate an early reply .

Yours Very truly,

GAHEEDN,WELDON & BREWIN

FAB:HC . : il %/7
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october 15, 1947.

The Honouravle e Justice Bird,
Law Coures, . :
victoria, Be Co

Re: Jepanese Cormulssio

- -

Dear ¥Xe Jusvice Bird:

v wish tc thank you ror sending W e 8
copy of your letter of October 4th addressed to MT.
Huniel.

I heve di secusoed your lewier with ¥re Re
yeilas ler whel ne wes receubly 1a Toronto, end he
ech with you &s Oul repreuent;.tive

de

Wil.l be getltlng in tou
in pritish columblia,.

T wiil be-glad VO abtend in vyaucouwexr atb the O
prel lminary hegrings suariy in Deceunber, aud I will leave Q
it to Mr. McMesver to discuss witn you the actual date. ~
B
Moy we 3ay that #e are ln agreement with you

shat until it is aiscovered roughly how @wanJ cluzims there '

are and waav counsel are 1o presenting the diffcrent clalim-
ants, it wiil be difficult if nov impussible to make def- : <
these maiblers 1 ‘

and 1t will be be tter to leave
until all counsel have Dbeel heard at Yne opening 5688100
Ve are nevertncless taking up with My, Humier the question

of the production of the custodien's files.

inite Tullings,

yours very Lraiy,
//
A 27
¥ AB:HC \




october 20, 1947.

be some time later this

is ready, which will probably

week.
yours very truly,

P R
yu/\
FAB:HC




October 23, 1947.

iss Mergaieb DLOS
4 p & . de ) -

ADAL b WG Il aCy
& nOLevL UM L VELLUE 4

i -

Toronto, Onvar 10.
Re:« Japanese cenadian Clainms

—

——— ol A ——
.

near lMiss BO@S:
wWe 6nCl0SE herewith drafb legtter O
jawyers and aiso draft lettser O srovinecial Organ-

izations of watiopnal Japanese gitizens Assoclation

and of co-operative Comi PLec.
we are also to-day forwarding a CODY of
these letters %0 Ure GEOTES Tanaka.

Yours very truly,

CAMEROW , WELDON & BREVIN
1

FAB:HC
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actober 23, 1947.

. &7 g - Fa -
L' e 3 O I\J LR S )
84 G rerd SV ect Bast,
|‘O.{,.‘-‘,‘)T}t O, A 'ﬁt —?i,‘} .

pear MTe ToRaka:
‘ Re: Japenesse canad il claims

ve are enclose he rewith araft letter to
4 g : \,
ufy letier to provincial grgan=-

lawyers end als
-aticnal Japaness itizens pssoclavion

<2

g of Comuyerutlv: comaittec.
also to-G2Y porwarding @ copy of

e Al e AL

a2 4N

these to M1is3 yargaret BooOS.
vexy truly,

CAﬁERON,WﬂLDDN & BREVLN

per :

FAB: HC
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BARRISTERS,SOLIClTORS. NOTARIES, &C.

AN RITCHIE,K.C
U.NORM OFFICES: ACADIA BUILDING
612 THIRD AVENUE S.

w. E.HUCKVALE
e . ' o)
Y //AZ//‘////YI, . f'///f’/'ér,

CANADA

2/.th October, 1047.

F. B Brewin, EsQ.
¢c/o MessTs. Cameron, Weldon & Srewin,

Berristers,
Toronto 1, Ontario.

Dear Sir:
Re : Japanese Canadian property claims

1etter of October 15th and are hoping

We refer to your
now completed and are on their way here.

of how many claims

committee. At the moment practically
Due

all Japanese Canadians ar
to a wel fall season this harves is late.

The number that the legal sub-committee will handle will,
ber who are committed to Mr. Virtue.

of course, depend on the num
Rumours are o the effect thet while Mr. Virtue will handle a large
' the legal sub-committee

proportion, there are many who deslire
to act, If possible we would like 1o have ab 1east 50 forms
and if we require any more we cCall, of course, obtain them by

telegram.

WEH/JT.

e FMA'™N



~tober 27, 194

h

2:{'1‘4 3 SI - - n
B\'.,L:l ¥ R v = ol - B
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¢ CONNECTION WITH WESTERN UNION ¢ABLE SERVICE

NIGHT MESSAGE
NIGHT LETTER al
EVENING & SUNDAY __|

WM ARMSTRONG GENERAL MANAGER PLACEXOPPOSITE
TORONTO SERVICE DESIRED
e

RECEIVER | TIME FILED CHARGE TO
i bt s : DEPT. OR

CHECK
ADDRESS

Send the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

Toronto, ontarlo,
oetober 27, 1947.
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TO LAWYERS FRM CO~OPERATIVE COMMITTEE

SBOPY

Dear Sir:

We understand from Mr, Brewin that yoy will i
the Co-operative Committee, The legal reyb be act

act as our agents there in connection wit
Norris and MacLennan,

upon you, and that the arrangements which have been made for remmeration involve a sa-
crifioe on your part,

It was thought advisable to set out our understanding in “hat arrangement, so
that there ean be no misunderstanding,

We are inviting the claimants to 8ign a retainer form retaining the Co=operative
Committee on Japanese Canadians to reépresent them'before the Commission, The Co=
operative Committee in turn will be retaining you, We are asking all claimants to
send with their retainer, a sum of money equivalent to 1% of theip claim, All of this
money, together with the Remittance Record Forms, is to be sent by local eommittees to
the Co~operative Committee here and the money will be bankéd by them in a separate
account to be called the Co-operative Committee Claims Fund, and we are asking for all
cheques made out in pursuance of this plan to be made payable to the Co=operative Com-
mittee Claims Fund, We are hopeful that out of this moncy encugh 'will‘be received to
cover preliminary legal expenses and disbursements for valuations, ete,

The retainer which we are obtaining from the claimants also provides that each
claimant will agree that additional legal expenses will be Paid proportionately by
successful claimants out of their claims,

We would ask you to keep a careful dccount of all disbursements and time spent
in this mattér, and submit accounts to us, These will be paid out of the find Ob=
tained of 1%, and further out of the monies secured by successful claimants, If mofiies
are needed by you from time to time, we will endeavour to make advances to cover any
necessary expenses, We appreciate that it is quite impossiblec at this time to make any
accurate estimate of the améunt of the claims or the amount of work that will be in-
volved in presenting claims, and for that reason we have thought it advisable to leave
the amount of fees to be finally paid for this work, to be determined by the presenta=
tion of accounts in the usual manner with details set out in these accounts of the
services rendered, A

The point hés been raised that sems claimants would prefer to’mensult you or your
firm individually, Our suggestion, which we have discussed with Mr, Brewin and some of
our other legal representatives is that when such claimants come to you, you probably
would see fit to inform them of the Comoperative Committee's scheme and leave it to the
claimant t6 decide whether he will make individual arrangements with you or come under
the scheme, No doubt you will be having some claimants come to you direetly and asking
you to represent them in accordance with the scheme of the Co-operativeqummdttee. In
this case we would ask that you secure cheques from them for the 1% and “have them made
pPayable to the Cowoperative Committee Claims Fund and sent to the office of the Co=
oberative Committee on Japanese Canadians, Apartment #28; 94 Homewood Avenue, Toronto,
with remittance record form'containing the names and addrosses of the claimants from

whom the money was received,

. May we hear from you if these arrangements are satisfactory and any question
which require to be answered,

Perhaps it is not necessary to add that the Co-operative Committee has no sib- ~
stantial funds of its own, and we presume that you will be willing to 1ok for the pay-
meNt of your fees to the fund o be raised in the mamner outlined above,

CO=OPERATIVE COMMITTEE ON JAP, CANADIANS

Apt, 28, 94 Homewood A
Tbronto: Ontario ot Miss Margoret K, Boos, Sccretary




october 29, 1947.

'R. J. McMaster Esq.,

c/o Messrs. campbell, Brazier, Fisher & McMaster,
Barristers, :

Royal Bank Building, |

675 West Hastings Street,

vancouver, B. C.

.Re: Japenese Canadian Claims

pear Bob;:

I received your long letter of Qctober
o5th whiech I have read with interest.

I have discussed the dale of the initial
hearings with Mr. Hunter end I think he is going %o
suggest Wednesday, December 3rd, to the Commissioner.
1f this is so, I will plan to be in Vancouver by Mon-
day morning winich will give us two days for discussions.

. The forms are now printed end they are walit-
ing to make translations into Japanese, and We should
have them distributed by the end of this week.

That leaves just a month to have all the
forms completed and filed, whieh I am afraid might turn
out to be an impossible task.

In regard to production of documents, I have
nothing definite from Hunter, He has intimated to me
that the Custodisn will be willing %o produce at least
the following documents: -

(1) Any appraisels that have been made.
(2) The statements of account-of each claimant.

I understand that the custodlian will be willing
to produce these files and %o put in his evidence upon the
hearins of each claim, and thet yr. Hunter does not think

thet it would be an impossible task to have these files
- !

.JJQD
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R. J. McMaster Esd. october 29, 1947.

taken grougd the country and produced to counsel actually
appearing 10 the claims, a few days before the hearing of
them. . .

I am glad to hear that Mr. Justice Bird 1s becoming
reconciled to the fact that the actual hearings cannotl be ex-
pected to commence until January. 1 &am guite sure taav the
custodian himself will want sometime after tae end of November
to analyze the claims and prepare evidence, etc.

The 1% should start roliing in soon, and at that
time advances cun D€ made to cover expenses such as you sugsest.

T am still very much concerned about real estate
valuations. One . W. Adams, wio you may remember was involved
put found not gullty in the espionege trials, Wwho is now living
in Montreal, came 1o S€e e vesterday about this. He apparently
has had considerable experience as engineer,economist and valu-
ator, and has been employed by the Tndustrial Bank of Cenada and
other orgaunizations on valuating work. He suggests that he would

be willing tOo maxe nis services availaeble 10 the Commission.

1 have asked nim to make a formel proposal, end informed
him that naturally I could not arrange tO employ his services with-
out consultation with you and- with Norris and MaclLennan, and also
obtain approval of the Co-operative committee, and .the National
Japanese Cltizens sssociation. 1 must say that 1 Wwas somewhat im-
pressed with T, Adam's competence. What 1s your opinion from your
knowledge of MT. Justice Bird, as 1O whether or not the background
of this man, nothwi thstanding that he was found not guilty, would
pre judice our case pefore Mr. Justice Bird. As I have sald, 1t
seems to me that his qualifications arIe satisfactory.

| 1 have not yet. had a chance to discuss things with the
real estate man in Toronto, but I will try and do SO shortly.

I hope that you &Ie not golng %o creenwood until the
forms have actually arrived as 1 think your time might be wasted.
I shall try to se€e€ that a number of forms are sent to you as soon
as possible. .

I am in some hés'o now, but will 100k over your letter
carefully and communicate with youn agein.

yours very truly,

F4LB:HC
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October 25, 1947

Andrew Brewin, Esq.,
Barrister and Solicitor,
Sterling Tower Building,
Toronto 1, Ontario.

Dear Andrew:

Re. Japanese Canadian Claims

I have for acknowledgment receipt of your
jetter of the 1l4th instant with enclosures which arrived
shortly before it was necessary o spend several days
over on Vancouver Island this past week. As you comment
therein. it looks as though we may have some difficulty
with our friend in Alberta. However, that cannot be
avoided and we will be in a better position to know where
we stand when the claims are actually filed.

I appeared before the Court of Appeal in
Victoria on Wednesday and Mr. Justice Bird passed down
a note asking me to see him through the noon hour. I
expressed to him our wish that the original opening hearing
micht be delayed a few days in December, to say December Lth,
so that you would have an opportunity to consult with us
before the hearing and to spend a few days at the Coast.
He indicated that this was satisfactory to him but suggested 4
that you and Hunter might agree on an opening date.

420

Bgrv
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I indicated to him that with respect to the
matters which you had raised in your letter to Mr. Hunter
that we still had his reply thereto under consideration
but told him that I felt free to discuss some of the
problems with the understanding that the discussion wWas 3
not to be considered a finality as to our position.

A Ab/

I pointed out to him that he had ap;ayen@ly
misunderstood your suggestion concerning the Commissioner
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Andrew Brewin, Esq. October 25, 1947

appointing some person to do statistical work and explained
to him the idea which we had in mind which 1 think he now
fully grasps. At the time we discussed it he suggested that
you ought to try to get the idea across to Hunter as he would
1ike to have some agreement concerning it. After we had
jeft this point and discussed a number of other matters and
just before I left his office he referred agaln to the idea
and said that he tought it might be a very good one as a
means of assisting the Commission and also the parties. 1
would be interested in knowing whether you have had an
opportunity to pursue the idea further yourself and also
whether you had an opportunity to check it with your real
estate friend in Toronto.

Mr. Justice Bird at the moment is inclined toO
feel that the question of production of documents is a
matter which you and Hunter will have to try and work out
between yourselves and on which he might hear argument at
the opening unless some arrangement is made between counsel
beforehand. While he did not express a definite opinion,
I got the feeling that he thought that if the Government
refused to produce the files he might not have the power
to force them tO although certainly I also felt that he
thought it was desirable that they should be produced.

1 discussed with him briefly the problem.of
rebuttal evidence and put forward to him the suggestlon
that the necessity for his returning to the various |
centres where he takes evidence might be more readily i
obviated if the Custodian were reguired to_produce his j
files at each place and to put in his evidencs, other than
the findings of valuators, upon the hearlng.of each claim.
He was inclined to agree€ that this system might work more "
satisfactorily but the problem which arises 15 that it WOl
necessitate the Custodian, or at least someone. g
travelling across the country with the Commission.. lr.'th
Justice Bird suggested that I might have a discussion wi
Mr. Shiers, the Gustodian, with rggard totthig g;oggiaiﬁ
I have not had an O portunity to 29 so yet & : e
clined to press thepmatter too hard.W1§h the Cgstgglan Eggzl
I receive your views as to whether it 1s a d§81ga e ggally
of amction from our point of view, 1 am inclined pers
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Andrew Brewin, Esq. October 2%, 1947.

to believe that it would be much more satisfactory if the
files of the Custodian were produced to the counsel
actually appearing on the claims a few days before the
hearing of the claims in each centre. It would not only
be more satisfactory to counsel but it would save a

tremendous amount of work.

Mr. Justice Bird pointed out that assuming that
some agreement might be arrived at for the examination of
documents 1U would materially facilitate matters if at
least some claims could be filed at the earliest possible
date and 1 promised him that I would urge upon the national
committees that they send out the request across the country

to have claims filed at the earliest possible date.

I told Mr., Justice Bird that if it were his
wish, as he had expressed 1t, to commence his hearings in
Western Canada that 1 felt obliged to take the matter as
q closed 1issue put I thought T should point out to him
that the claimants were much better organized 1n the Pro-
vince of Ontario than they are 1in the Province of British
Columbia and that therefore it is likely that claims will
be completed and filed more rapidly in that Province.

In these circumstances, despite his desire to commence
sittings in B. €., 1t might facilitate the work of the
Commission tO commence sittings in EBastern Canada.

was rather surprised that he indicated that if on the
filing of the claims such appeared toO be the case, con=
sideration might have to be given tO re-organizing the
agenda. You will be interested, by the way, to note that
on the basis of Virtue's letter he has estimated that
there might be as many as 3000 claims and appargntly he
considers it may be necessary UO spend a month 11 each
centre. 1n other words, he realizes that this investl-

gation 1s going to take some time.

Mr. Justice Bird apparently is quite.reconciled
to the opening hearing and after our discussion it seemed
to me that he was beginning UO become reconciled toO the
idea that he might not get his actual hearings com@enced
until January, subject tO what happens at the opening

hearing.

L0 D
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Andrew Brewin, Esq. October 25, 1947

Upon his return the writer got in touch with
Dr. Norman Black whom he had requested before leaving to
head up a local Committee. Dr. Black unfortunately has
had an attach of pneumonia and has been unable to do
anything. We do not think that this is the only factor,
however. He apparently 1is somewhat upset regarding relation-
ships with the 0ivil Liberties Union, whose presidént is
Dr. Lewis of the University, and feels that he has not been
treated with the greatest courtesy. Accordingly he suggested
that I get in touch with Dr. Lewis. However, I find that
Dr. Lewis has also been suffering from an attach of pneumonia
and at that time was just beginning to get around again.
Accordingly I have left the matter over but 1 will in the
next few days communicate with him and urge that a Committee
be set up. 1 do not see any necessity at the moment that
the Committee should consist of more than five to seven
persons. However, in the meantime, the need for a Committee

has been duly demonstrated.

We had a telephone call from Greenwood yesterday
in which they requested Mr. T. Norris and the writer to g0
up to Greenwood at the earliest possible date toO discuss with
their Council the many questions which have arisen since the
forms arrived. I discussed the matter with Norris & McLennan.
Mr. Norris is unable to attend but Mr. Mclennan will be able
to do so. We discussed the necessity of both of us attending.
However, after some discussion, although I was a bit reluctant
to take the time out right now, Wwe jecided that in this
instance it might be advisable for us both to go. If there
had been a Committee in existence the whole matter could have
been referred to them. It it were only a matter of advislng
on the completion of claims I would have felt that it would
have been sufficient for McLennan to go Up but undoubtedly
there will also be questions as to the whole scheme of
operation, and in view of my recent discussions with you
concerning the same we felt that perhaps I ought tO &9 also.
Mr. McLennan would not budge, however, until we had some
assurance that the Japanese Committee in Greenwood would
put us in funds. 1 am afraid I am nov as hard boiled. Accor-
dingly we advised them that we would require $300.00 which
if they advanced we would expect they would subsequent}y :
have reimbursed to them out of the general funds when 1§ 1s
established. This they have agreed to do. 1 mention the

170
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Andrew Brewin, Esq.

financial aspect of the

it in the event that you
a1so because 1t raises t
concerning the provision

October 25, 1947.

problem so that you will understand
receive reports concerning it and

he problem which is going to recur

of funds for disbursements. Pre-

sumably once the 1% starts rolling in advances will be made

to counsel for such occa
required.

sions as these if, as and when

After further discussion with McLennan we Wwere

fairly satisfied that we

could arrange all work with that

firm in an equitable manner in respect of these matters.
McLennan was a bit concerned as to whether they were going

to get adequately paid i
and was rather inclined
collection in the first
higher. 1 explained to
in Toronto and told him
we met with any Success
we should be reasonably

You will be
which MclLennan referred
where the Custodian was
ot a figure of $7800.00

or the work done on this business

to feel that the percentage of
instance ought to be a 1ittle

him the discussions which we had
that it appeared to me that assuming
2t all, ultimately it looked as if
reimbursed.

interested, by the way, in a case
me to of a client of their firm

going to sell a piece of property
which was the valuation put on it

by the Custodian's valuator. McLennan persuaded him to

delay the sale for four

.

months to give McLennan a chance

o tiy vae gsell 1t privately. He sold the premises for
$11,,000.00. This may be an exceptional casé but it cer-
tainly is along the line of the allegations which have
been made. 1t would seem to me that if we are able to

give any evidence as 1O

the claims 1n general that it 1is

possible this particular instance ought tO be brought out

in evidence.

The writer had a discussion with a real estate

man in Vancouver the other day, whom he knows fairly well
and for whom he has done some business, to try to ascertaln

whether the Real Estate

Association had any figures of the

relation between assessed values and sale prices during

the relevant periods and gat

of assistance from that

Post maintain a clerk in the Land Registry Oof 4
couver who lists all the sales every day and as a

hers that there 1is 1i@t1e pope
source. Apparently the Financial
fice at Van-
r as this
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Andrew Brewin, Esq. October 25, 10L7 .

real estate man is concerned he did not believe that they
produced any statistical material from these figures. We
will try at an early date to follow this through and seeé

;f there 1s any hope of getting assistance from this source.
We realized after our discussion with this man, however, that
one of the difficulties we are going to be concerned with 1s
that almost every real estate man in the City of Vancouver
has at some time had dealings with sales of Japanese property
for the Custodian. They are all, therefore, going tO be

very hesitant sbout giving evidence for fear they themselves
might be attacked for having sold properties at an unfalir
price. Some of the best known valuators in the City were
employed bY the Custodian SO that it will be difficult to
obtain the services of a good valuator. It is rather
interesting that it was one of the best known valuators

who evalued the property referred to above at $7800.,00 and
which McLennan sold for some $1k,000.00.

1 am sorry that this is such a long letter but
1 feéf that you would be interested in the matters sev forth,
and would particularly 1ike to recelive your reaction to the
advisability of my pressing the Custodian tO agree to pro- 0
ducing his files at each centre and giving his evidence at o
™~
>

each centre.

Yours very truly,

CAMPBELL BRAZIER FISHER & McMASTER

A Q
Per /(2§9é7ﬂﬂa/tz/ﬁﬂm_A#A~/LJu~ g
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Mr. Fo. Andrew Brewin, Counsel,

Co-operative Committee on Japanese Canadians,
372 Bay Street,

Toronto, Ontarioe.

Dear Sir:

Further to our conversation of yesterday, I am writing to
outline a proposal covering the valuation and statistical work
involved in the substantiation of Japenese claims to be filed with
the Commissioner appointed by Order in Council P.C. 1810 as amended
by P.C. DI5T of this year. This will provide something concrete for
you to place before your Executive for consideration.

In addition to the legal work involved in this matter, it
is evident that expert testimony before the Commission will be required
to prove "fair market value" for individual property items. With the
possible exception of most household chattels, the various types of
property, particularly those of any size, will require an expert
appraisal conforming to the particular requirements of these claims
cases. In addition, a considerable amount of economic research and
statistical compilation should be underteken to establish the general
pattern of property values and their trends up to the period when sales
by the Custodian took place, and also to corroborate the individuel
valuations. To the degree that this veluation and statistical work can
be undertaken by one or two experts who will see the whole job through,
wasteful duplication of effort will be avoided end their resulting
familiarity with all the problems will prove advantageous to claiments.

iith this continuity of effort in mind, I suggest that
\r. Hidaka and I be retained together to perform the following functions:

1. to work closely with claimants in establishing "fair merket
value" and presenting evidence, end where possible 1o ase%st
individual claiments in making up their statements of claim;

5. to determine "fair market value" for individual properties,
in most instances by personal inspection and the use of
available alternative determinants of value. Obviously
different procedures are required to evaluate different types
of property; €.8e urban real estate, farms, businesses as
going concerns, machinery and equipment, etcCe;




ERIC G. ADAMS -
.

3, to compile statistical data and other fac®
required as corroboratory evidence;

4, to testify as an expert witness on valutaion end
extent of loss before the Commission.

OQur qualifications for undertaking this work may
be summarized as follows. I am a professional engineer and
economist, with nine years employment in private industry and
consulting engineering, five years in government service mainly
in economic work, and two years in private prectice as a
consulting engineer end economist. During three years with
Coverdale and Colpitts, consulting engineers in New York, I
spent some time on valuations in connection with railroad
reorganizations and tax cases. During my term of employment
with the Canadian government, I orgenized and for the first
year and a half personally did the mejority of investigations
and eppraisals for the Industrial Development Bank. This
involved not only the evaluation of borrowers' physical assets
mortgaged but also determination of the position and prospecis
of the individual businesses applying to the Bank for loans.
In my private practice I have appeared as an expert wiiness
before Arbitration Boards in labour disputes, and consequently
have some ex erience in presenting evidence and standing up
under cross-examination.

I am familiar with the various methods of property
valuation and believe theat my particular experience as consult-
ant in both engineering and business edministration is more in
line with the services required by Japanese claimants than that
provided by the general appraisal engineer., In order 1o
establish the going concern value of a business, consideration
must be given to more than the aggregate of the costs of all
physical assets. As I see it, the value which should be
determined for these claims, in general, is something broader
than the sum total of costs, and for this reeson an economic

rather than a strict engineering approach must be used.

- YLOD

Mr., Hidaka has specialized training in the fields of
economics and public administration. He has experience in
economic and social research on housing, town planning, land
use and zoning as well as industrial surveys. Ie is competent
to carry on the necessary statistical and economic research
work to which I will also devote some attention. His experience
during the past seven years in executive positions in leading
organizaetions concerned with Jepanese-Canadien affairs greatly
enhances his usefulness in work of this kind where close
liaison with individual Japanese cleimants is desirable.

A0
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. I am prepared to devote full time to this work for
limited periods at a time, and part time for an indefinite period.

Mr. Hidaka can spend full time on this project until its completion

if necessary. Ile are prepared to work closely together. Whenever
the occasion arises where it is desirable to h:ve local experts
testify on specific qastions, we are prepared to recommend such
specific assistance where we feel it will improve the claiments'
caeses,

’

In view of the probable duration of this work, we are
prepared to establish a basis of remuneration which I am sure
will compare very favourably with the cost of hiring = series
of individu=al experts for different properties and locations.

Our suggestion for remuneration is a daily retainer of fifty
dollars ($50.) covering the services of both of us. When only
one is working full time on this project the daily rate will

be adjusted accordingly. Out-of-pocket expenses, including
outside assistance and travel costs when away from Montreal,

are to be reimbursed to us. The hiring of additionsl assistance,
of course, will only be done with the concurrence of the Co-
operative Committee. Since it is my understanding that the
Co=-operative Committee is to have custody of the funds to meet
the expenses of claims work, I would expect to bill the Co-
operative Committee weekly for the time and expenses as out-
lined above. In addition, should the amount of work involved

on particular claims be found to be far in excess of the average,
because of special complicated conditions, we would reserve

the right to negotiate a separate (additional) commission

direct with the claimant based on a reasonable percentage of the
actual award by the Commissioner.

As the time is now very short in which to do all of
the valuation work required, I am sure I do not need to emphasize
the desirability of getting started gs soon as possible. To
that end, I would appreciate an early decision on this proposal,
so that I can plan my other consulting work accordingly.

Yours very truly,

27 (Ul
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ERIC G. ADANMS
RCONOMIC AND ENGINEFRING REFORTS

411 Confederation Bldg. ;Montreal 2, Pele
gctober 29, 1947,

ur. ¥. Andrew Brevwin, Counsel ,

co-operative commit tee on Jepane 3@ canadians,
372 Bay syreet,

Toronto, ontario.

Dear Sir:

Further to QUF—CO% srsation of yesterday, 1 4m
writing bvo outline & $eY- cowering the veluction and stat-
{stical wWOTK involveéd the sSupsyantiation of Jepanes¢ U alms

to be riled with the
as emended by P« C
thing conecrete for
gration.

appointed by order P.Ce 1810
ypar, This will provide some-
 fore your gxecutive for consid-

Nal work involved in this mstier,

it is evident that(e \ before tne commission will be
required %o prove 3 ue" for individual property items.
with tne possible €5 5t nousehold chattels, the various
types of property, P43 noge of any size, will require an
exper’ appraisal e e : ticular require ments of these
claims cases. 1B BL condgiderable awunt of e conomic re-
gearch and statistli should be under tuken %o cstab-
lish the general pattern epty values and thelr trends up tO
the period when 8 dian took place, and also to COFT=
oborate tne individual valns {, To the degree that this valu-
ation and atatistical wWoTrk can RC andertaken by One or two experts
who will see the whole Job wasteful duplication of effort
will be avoided & ALY g,familiarlty with all the prob- '

lems will prove &8¢

dIOD

with this continulTRO effort in mind, I sug est that
yr, Hidake and 1 be reteined tog®uner to perform the following
functions: .

Wl

le To work closely with claiments in establishing nfair
market value® and preaanting evidence, and where possible 4o assist

individual claimsnts in meking 4P thelr statements of cleim}

2e To determine afalr market yalue" for {ndividual proper-

ties, in most instances by personal inspectlion and the useé of
avallable alternative determinants of value. obviously different

procedures are required %O evaluale aifrerent types of proporty;h
e.g. urban real estete, furms, busineeses as golng concerns, mach=

inery and equipment, etCe}

Se po ecompile stetistical deta and other facts required ‘
as corroboratory evidence;

Bus

G &1
6383




ke

é!h To testify as an expert witness on valuation and
ent of loss before the Commission.

Qur qualiflcations for underteking this work may
be sunmarized as follows. 1 &au & professional engineer and
economis?t, with nine ye&ars enployment in private indusiry and
consulting engineering. five years in government servics"malnly
in economic work, and two years in private practice as a consulb-
ing engineer and echomist. puring three yesrs with cioverdale
and Colpltis, consulting engineers 1ln New vork, I spent sSoms time
on valuations in eonnectiion W th railroead reorganizatlions and tax
cases. puring my term of employment with the Canadian government.
I organized and for the first year and 8 nalf personalL& did the
majority of investigations and appraisals for the Industrial Devel-
opment Banke. This inveolved nob only the evaluation of borrowers’
physical assets mortgse | so determination of the position
and prospects of taS 1 Dysinesses applying w0 the Bank
for loans. 1B my P 1 have appeared «s an experd
witness before ATDIHY n labour dispuies, gnd conse-
quantly nave Ssome nce 1 pwsgenting evidence and standing
up under cross-exan

s various methods of propertvy

alar experience &S consult-

ss administration is more in
1ine with the servigces Japanese claimsnts than that
provided by the gene 1/ engineer. 1IN oxrder %o establish
the going coneern vl a—PUSiNess, consideration must be given

{ am f€
valuation and belleNe
ent in both enginegr.

¢o more than the 8§ s : soats of all physical asseis.

ss I see 1t, the Vitbe— be determined for these claims,
in general, 18 something than the sum total of cosis, and
for this reason an economie gaipcr then & strict engineering app=
roach must be used.

yr. Hidaka nas spe ed training in the fields of
economics and publ ] dmi - n., He has experience in econ-
omie snd soclal Te ‘ sing, town planning, jand use and
zoning &s well as | veys. € is competent to carry

on the necessary statl onomic research work to whieh
1 will also devote some attentl His experience during tne past

seyen years in executive positions in leading organizetions con-
cerned with Japanese-Canadlan af fairs greatly enhances nis useful-
ness in work of this kind where close liaison with fndividual Jap-

1 amn pr&pared 1o devotie full time VO this work for
1imited periods at a time, and part tlme for an indefinite period.
ur. Hidaka c&n spend full time OL this project antil its completion
if necessary. Ve &IS prepared 10 work eclosely togetheTs Wwhenever
the occaslion arises where it is desirable 10O have local experts
testify on gpecific questions, we are prepared 1o recomuend such
gpecific assistance where we feel it will improve the claimants’

CaS@Se

In view of thé probable duration of this work, we are
prepared to establish a basis of romnnaratxon whiech I an sure




11 compare very favourably with the cost of niring a series

of individual experts for differemd propertles and locetions.

our suggestion for remuneration is a dally retainer of f£ifey
dollars ($50) covering the services of both of us. When only

one 1s working full time oOn this project the daily rate will

be ad justed accordingly. out-of - pocket @Xpenscs, includling
outside assistance and urevel costs when away from vontreal,

are tc be reimbursed to Us. one hiring of additional ggsistance,
of course, will only be doné with the concurrence of the Co-oper-
atlive committes. ginee it 15 mJ understand ing that the Co-0per-
ative commitiee is to havse custody of the funds to meet e expen-
ges of ¢lains work, 1 gould expect 1O bill the co-operative comm-
itee weekly TOT the time and gxpenses as outlined above. 1D add-
igion, ghould tnae amouny {avolved oOn particular ¢laims be
found to Dbe far in ex9OS5 . aVaTae, oecause of special cOm=
plicated conditions, e 1ould TSIV the right W negotiate a
agparsie (additlonal dym lgsion direct with the slaiment based on
& reagonable percent-;c f the acpug award by the CommissioneX.

AS the time 18 ; short in whienh to do all of the
valuatlon.work requl urenI do no® need o euphasize the
desirability of gett on as possible. To that end,

1 would apprecliate a on this pro posal, a0 that 1 can
plan my other consul i inglye




October 31, 1947.

Roger Ouimet EsSqd.;K«C.,

¢/o fessrs. Demers, Monet, Ouimet & Lefebvre,
parristers, Solicitors,

La Sauvegarde Buildlag,

152 Notre Dame Street E

Montreal; Quebec.

-
LGS,

Dear Sir:

I will be in Montreal next Monday and
T will telephone to you and try t0o arrange an 2pp-
ointment in order to discuss the metter of Japanese-
Canadian Clalms.

In the meantime I am enclosing a copy of
a letter received from Mr. Adams who was in Toronto,
and who S&w me.

I would like to discass wery frankly with
you, your views as to the advisability of engaging
Mr. Adams in the capacity whiceh he suggesis.

Yours very truly,
CAMERON,WELDON & BREWIN
per:

FAB:HC
Encl.

- ULOD
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Qclober 3. 1947 .

MIe. Frlc e ACRRS,

411 Coj federation Building
. i)
\-? 0 ™ ~

OQilb \ A 9 ) JJ.'IQ
\ &£ € i 1,'?( "N e l'“\: {jh:'\illi.’n;u C d"t“ iﬂi-.
L;U'_-.I. 1 o ;_\A‘Li...;- 2 L allad.an C L8118

T have your lsetter of Qctober aS5th.

As I expleined to you we nave &already
been in eunnilUJJL.A ¢ith sollicltors for the claim=-
ants in Vancocuver, and naturally would wish to have
thelr oninicn before meking up our minds on the eX-

1y important proposal wihlch you have made.

' A ('."'Jr‘-.

AS I also told you, the decisicn, of course,
will be thet of the Co-operutive Coumittee itselfl

after consultation with the Natlonal Japanese Cenadian
Citizens Association. I heve ux!tteh to the Secretaries
of both of these organizations enclosing & copy of your
letter, and shall nope to Dbe able to advise you as soon
as possible what their views are.

Yours very traly,

FTAB:HC

¥

.JJQD
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October 31, 194%7.

¥re George Tanaka,
84 Gerrscrd Streetl Fast,
Toront®, ORT&I 1o,

Re: Jaepanese Capadian Claims

Dear Mr. Tanaka:

I am .
which I have alre

i

O
S

-
d4¢

i

(v

a lstter from Mr. Adams
cussed with vou.

€9
7]
Lo e

U

lLos
dy
I know thet before the Co-operative
committes make up their mind on this matter, they
will wish to have the views of your assoclation.

Yours very truly,

FAB: HC
Encl .

L
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October 31, 1947,

Miss Margaret Boos,
Avartment No. 28,
94 Homewood AvVenue,
Toronto, Ontarlo.

< e

Deer Miss BOOS:
Re: Jupenese Canadlan Clalms

T have recelved the enclLosed letter from
mr. Adems, who interviewed Mr, Tanake and myselfl

last week.

I have wrlitten to ir. Mevaster to ascer-
tain the views of himself and Messrs. Norris and
Moelenonan on this mavier.

I, of coursec, told U, Adams and Mre. Tan-
ake thuet the deelslion would be cae to be made by
the co-opsrative Committee as & whole, after consul-
tation with the Naticnal Japanese canadian Cclitlizens
Asgsoclation.

Yours very truly,

':.‘Cli
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Messrs. Campbell, Brezler, Fisher & lMcMaster,
Barristers,

Royal Bank Building,

675 West Hastings Street,

Vancouver, B.C. |

Re: Jepanese Canadien Claims

Attention Mr. R. J. liciaster

Dear Sirs:

T am enclosing a copy Of a letter sent
to me by ¥r. Eric Adems, wnom [ mentioned in my
last letter to you.

T may say that ¥r. Adems impressed me
favourably, although as you know, I nave very little
use for the assoelations which he apparentliy had in
the past.

il T would like your very frank opinion after
consultation with Messrs., Norris & Maclennan, as 10
whether or not vou think the case of ihe Japanese claim-
ants would be prejudiced in the eyes of ¥r. Justice Bird
or the public,by the fact thatl one of our main witnesses
and assistants was one involved in the espionage trials.
Mr. Adoms &S yau Xnow wWas acquitted at a jury trial.

i Ly,

A20

I have reread the evidence before tihe (Coum-
ission. If this'were a personal matter, I would not de-
sire to be prejudiced against Mr. Adams in any way because
or the materisl brought out before the Royal Commission.
However, the claims of very many others are dependant upon
our meking a good impression, and I would like to know
frankly from you,what = you think, from your knowledge
of ¥r. Justice Bird, that nls impressions would be.

AL/

I may say I got the impression that Adams was
a competent fellow, and would be able to give nis evidence
clearly,and I have, of course, told him that the decision
will be for the Co-operative committee as a ghole after con- |
sultation with the Naetional Japanese canadian Associatlon. 5

S\
3
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Messrs. Campbell,Brazier,Fisher & McMater Oct.31 /47.

However, I know they will be very much

¥ guided by what
you and I myself recommend,

It would seem tc me important, in any event,
that some local witnesses be called on questions of val-
ua tion in addivion to Mr. Adams.

Please let me have your views in this as soon
as posslible.,

Yours very truly,

>
CAMiPON,WELDON & BREVWIN '
Der:
FAB: HC
Encl.
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