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PROPERTY NOTE: SUMMARY

VEHICLES RADIOS CAMERAS FIREARMS MACHINERY TOOLS
SKEENA RIVER DISTRICT
Prince Rupert
K~132
M=27
M=7L
0=1 0-1
0-1
H-80
Skeena River
D=2
S5-83
5=83
Port Essignton
VANCOUVER ISLAND AND COASTAL AREA
Bowser
Powell Lake K-46
Cordova Bay K-10
Paldi
I-22 I-22 I-22
5o U-13
Union Bay
H=4,
ALBERNI DISTRICT
Port Alberni
K-81 M-61
N-71
T-19
CLAYOQUET DISTRICT
Tofino
K-65 K-65 K-65
M=9L
N-20
N=21
QUAMICHAN DISTRICT
Duncan
K-76 K-76
K-79 K-79 K-79
Nanimo ¥-60
COMOX and/or NELSON DISTRICT (10)
Cumberland
e H-6
A=5
I-52 I-52
I-53 I-53
Chemainus H-79



PROPERTY NOTE: SUMMARY

VEHICLES RADIOS CAMERAS FTREARMS MACHINERY TOOLS

VANCOUVER TISLAND AND COASTAL AREA

Victoria
T=-8
Esquimalt
T-26

COWICHAN DISTRICT
Salt Spring Island - Ganges

Mayne Island
N=-12 N-12
T-68 T-68

NEW WESTMINSTER DISTRICT

Vancouver
A=10 A=10
A-11 T A=11
A1) A-25
‘ H-16
H-19
H=2/,
H=33
H-3,
H-143
HalLb
H-55 H=-72
H-83
I-5
I-51
K-19
K-22
K-24,
K-28
K-59 K-59
K-69
K-82
K-86
K-88
K-93
K-122
M=9
M-25
M=L40 M-40
M-52
M-82 N-16
N-30 N-30 N-30
N-hg
= N-5
N-52 N2y,
N-69
N-78A

N-87
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NOTE: SUMMARY

VEHICLES RADIOS CAMERAS FIREARMS MACHINERY TOOLS
NEW WESTMINSTER DISTRICT
Vancouver (Continued)
N-88 N-88
N-90
N-91 N-91
N-95
0-57
0-61 0-61
0-69 0-69
0-73
S5-15
5-53
S=-58
S=76
5-86 S-86
5=93
5=95 5=95
T-3
T=L4
T-51
T=59 T-59
T-67
T-87
U-18
U=23
Y-9
Y-26 Y-26 Y-26
Y-41
Y-43
Y-46 Y-46
New Westminster
F=3
F-9
H-18 H-18 H-18
H-20
H-38
H=70
I-3
I-10
I-13
I-37 I-37
K-14,
K=43
N-28
N-31
0-26
0-83
5-33 S=4l
5-92
Y-50 5-109

Y-57



PROPERTY

NOTE: SUMMARY

VEHICLES RADIOS CAMERAS

FIREARMS

MACHINERY

TOOLS

NEW WESTMINSTER DISTRICT

Steveston (Municipality of Delta)
A-27
H=L8
H-49

K-23
K-55

M=78 M=78

N=18

N=22 N-22

N-74

0=78

0-81 0-80

0-86

S-1

S-46

S-814

T-47
T-72

U-16
U-20

Delta (Municipality)
I-17

Ladner (Mun, of Delta)
I-1

S=114

Richmond (Mun, of Delta)

5=39

Eburne (Mun, of Delta)

M=51
Sunbury

Milner

F-8

Surrey

K=104

T-89

Langley (Langley Prairie)
5=-22

T-28

Matsgui

K-115

F-8

K-98

U-20

I-40
K-23

K-57
K-87

0-78

5-57
S5-112

T-81

Y-49
Y-6),

0-71

E-L
M-49

I=39



PROPERTY

VEHNICLES RADIOS CAMERAS

NOTE: SUMMARY

FIREARNMS

MACHINERY

TOOLS

NEW WESTMINSTER DISTRICT.

Matsqui (continued)
S-96

Port Coquitlam.
M=56

Pitt Meadows.
H-74

K-5

K-6

K-39

K-111

M=46

N3 N-3
S=5

S-113

Port Hammond,
0-66
T=23

Haney,
H-31

H-67
K-49
N-9
0=-30
0-58
0-77
R-1
S=-52
T-20
Y-59
Whonnock.
.A'-B 2

I1-23
T-4
Mission.
A-12
E-10
F-16
K-31
K-112

M-59
M-84

S-72
U=-11

e e o o

N-33

M-27A

0-25



PROPERTY

NOTE: SUMMARY

VEHICLES RADIOS CAMERAS FIREARMS MACHINERY TOOLS
Cranbrook
M-l
S5=23
Additions
Ucluelet (Clayoquet District) S-71

Courtenay (Comox District)

K-72B
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VANCOUVER CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

NorMAN F. BLack, M.A., D. PAED., President

W. H. H. NorMAN, B.A., S.T.M., Vice-President 1605 West Twelfth Avenue

A. J. MACLACHLAN, B.A., B.D., Secretary

Victor H. OSTERHAUT, B.A., Treasurer VANCOUVER, B.C.

LAURA JAMIESON, B.A.

D. R. POOLE March ?5th/47 .

HucH Dosson, B.A., D.D.
MRs. WALTER FAHRNI, B.A.
ALEx. GRANT, M.A.

GRACE MCINNES, B.A.
HugH M. Rag, M.A., B.D.

Re Discriminatory lLegislation

Vancouver Consultative Council requests your patient consideration
of a communication which in the circumstances must inevitably be of somewhat
unwieldy length.

Some years ago, at a conference of representatives of some twenty
five educational, philanthropic, religious and cultural organizations, Van-
couver Consultative Council was set up for the study of problems of citizen-
ship, particularly those arising from or influenced by war-time conditions.
The Council devotes itself to the study and publicising of factual data
relevant to problems of citizenship and, in general, to the protection of the
elementary civil and human rights of under-privileged residents of this
Dominion.

Accordingly, Vancouver Consultative Council is committed to oppo-
sition to all public policies and social tendencies based upon racial anti-
pathies. The immediate purpose of this communication is to bespeak your
support in connection with matters dealt with in the letter reproduced below
and written under date of February Tth, 1947:

The Right Honourable W.L. Mackenzie King,
Prime Minister,

Ottawa, Canada.

Sirs

Re Canadian Policies relevant to Orientals

I am instructed to express the gratitude of Vancouver Con-
sultative Council for your pronouncement of January 24 relative
to aspects of the Canadian Japanese problem regarding which we
have made representations to you and your Govermment from time
to time, ever since the evacuation of the Japanese from this
area. We felt that grave injustices had been perpetrated in the
name of Canada but always were convinced that your own decisive
influence would be cast in favour of policies consonant with
Christian ethics. Consequently it was with great pleasure that
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we read tha? "to ensure the fair treatment promised in 1944, the
Government is prepared, in cases where it can be shown that a

sale (of Japanese property) was made at less than a fair market
value, to remedy the injustice."

We have reason to believe -- and indeed to know —-- that such
cases were numerous and we are unhappy over the prolonged delay
in the announcement of machinery and procedure through which the
facts may be established and hardships remedied. The case is com-
plicated by the fact that property owners of Japanese extraction
are scattered far from their former homes and that many of them
are people whose helplessness is increased by ignorance of legal
procedures. Very few of these people have any desire or intention
to return to their former places of residence; but they are sorely
in need of funds satisfactorily to establish themselves in those
parts of Canada where they are now seeking to secure permanent
homes and means of livelihood. Accordingly, with deep respect but
great earnestness, we urge upon you an early and official clarifi-
cation of a situation which we feel reflects upon the honour of Canada.

This Council, after careful consideration of the problems in-
volved vigorously approves the repeal of the Chinese Immigration Act
of 1923, a law which it looks upon as morally indefensible and in-
jurious to Canadian interests and to healthy international relation-
ships. We strongly disapprove of any law, order—in-council or official
regulation that discriminates, or authorises discrimination, against
Canadian citizens of Chinese ancestry or against Chinese nationals
legally resident in Canada. Present legislation unfavourable to the
establishment or maintenance of normal family life on the part of

Chinese residents we look upon as contrary to the basic principles
of morality.

In this and other connections we look to the Government of Canada
for such action as will implement our obligations under the Charter
of the United Nations to avoid racial discrimination in any form.

I have the honour to be,
Shitig
Your obedient servant,
NORMAN F. BLACK, President,
Vancouver Consultative Council.

This letter wasacknowledged under date of March 5, when we were advised
that our letter was being brought to the attention of Colonel Gibson, Secretary
of State, with request that further information be sent us when decisions have
been reached. We were also duly informed that our views regarding the removal of
discrimination from legislation concerning immigration had been noted.

For very obvious reasons, the attitude taken and the opinions expressed
during the next few days, by members of the House of Commons and Senate and other
good citizens, relative to policies and legislation reflecting racial discrimination
and animosities, will he of crucial importance.

At the moment we are pressing especially for the remedy of notorious
economic injustices incidental to the evacuation, for military reasons, of persons
not guilty of any misconduct; however, it is to be remembered that the Consultative
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uncil and those many o?her organizations and individuals sharing its views are
eqmdlycmncerned regaydlng regulations restricting the movements and means of
1ivelihood of law-abiding citizens and residents of Canada, whatever their racial

stock, and regarding such limitation of the franchise as reflects racial dis-
crimination.

Accordingly, it is our hope that members of the House of Commons and

of the Senate will unite, irrespective of party affiliations, for the remedy of
the manifold injustices against which we protest.

We are indignant that an impression has been spread that the citizen body
of British Columbia is with substantial unanimity favourable to the perpetuation of
such discriminatory measures. His Grace Archbishop Duke of this city selected a
Catholic clergyman to act on the Executive Committee of this Council and to serve

as a member of a delegation which waited upon the Premier of British Columbia to
protest against racial discrimination. Innumerable private members and the re-
sponsible courts of the Anglican, Baptist, United Church, Presbyterian, Unitarian,
Salvation Army and other communions have taken a stand essentially identical with
that to which this Council adheres. All members of one of the three major political
parties are pledged to combat discriminatory legislation at any political cost; and
it is grossly unfair and in conflict with obvious facts to assume that thoughtful and
well informed members of other political groups are not likewise disturbed by con-
ditions and policies that contravene basic traditional principles of equity and
equality before the law. The mere fact that hundreds of citizens of British Columbia,
without regard to their various religious and political affiliations, have together
made financially possible the work of this Consultative Council is itself evidence

that the section of British Columbians sharing the views reflected in this letter
is far from.negligible.

Some reference is necessary to legislation restricting the freedom and
the social and economic welfare of the aboriginal peoples of Canada. In a brief

addressed to the Prime Minister the Consultative Council spoke in part as follows,
when discussing the Indian situation, October 18th, 1945:

We think that you will agree with us that the status of our abor-
iginal tribes and Canadian policy with reference to these "original
Canadians" constitute an intolerable socialogical anachronism. For
their own.protection, and in the interests of this Dominion, some of
our Indians and Eskimos must, for the time, continue to be wards of
the Government; but, as rapidly as their welfare permits, they should
be assuming the full rights and responsibilities of citizenship. To
that end they must be provided with educational and other social services
incomparably better than hitherto have been made available.

In addition t o its other requests Vancouver Consultative Council appeals
to you for cooperation in securing the admission, on a fair basis, of Indian children
to schools available for children of other ancestral stocks, and in the promotion of

policies that will respect the Indian’s just demands for the exercise of the franchise
without necessarily involving him in the forfeiture of existing Indian rights and of

whatever social or economic advantage he at present derives from his tribal relation-
ships.

Sincerely yours,

0
e




POINTS OF CRITICISM RAISED BY THE JCCD CONCERNING ROUGH DRAFT OF TERMS

noted below,

The Property Committee of the JCCD discussed the rough draft of the terms con-
cerning ®H®® property, and W& came to a few conclusions which WEXPATTXRAXTBXYBME are
WERNXANE X NS pEX SR Xy Euxw kX xR i nd ke sa LUt s ixshakxxxskuxxhaxxaxmxxhxxnnmmnxx

1.

2

g. {a)s 0.X.

4,

S

6o

b) 1. We feel that this section needs clarification; that the word 'internment®
i
gb) 2. We suggest that the words 'death or personal injury' be deleted; if

!b) 3.0.K.

CONCERNING PROPERTY.

March 30, 1947,

~
We urge the Co-operatve Committee to recommend one member of the proposed / [,
three-man zoxmiktzEs Commission, a member of whom the Committee approves, —

In this paragraph, we wish to know just which of the legal terminology
refers to the losses sustained by the sale of property at less than a fair
market price; and if a proper differentiation is made between the American
and the Canadian losses, the former being 'damages', and the latter being
'restitution!?,

in no way rejects claims rising out of property loss; that the word
'internment' refers only to the actual time of internment, and losses
incurred dquring that time,

that is not possible, then we question its wholesale application. Also
the bracketed words 'or loss of occupation or employment' are incon-
sistent with the survey forms in which loss of income is listed as part
of the claim,

0 .K.

Wle need a clarification of the word 'mpnies’ in the second paragraph, Is
the onus of all costs on the government alone, or are the claimants involved?

0 ‘K.

i



PLEASE BRING THIS AGENDA TO MEETING |

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA

THURSDAY, MAY 22nd, 159475, at 2,30 P.M.

_ v MINUTES OT-MEESING—NELT OF MAY lst, 1947, for confirmatlisnr
v 2. fNNO UNCEMBENTS...

v 3.

S

6

8,

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF MINUTES.

~Ja#——R&@ggEﬁgiﬂQQmm&bvee“&ﬁ»@u$&$andingnﬁgpgrts.V// B
ROV o Ry ile—Shires,

REPORT OF SUB COMMITTEES.

RPN

Aal—»@rammeﬂmmi’ff”é"e' T CTTChancellor Dr=—Py=SYHo 3.
Db P TP e e G e

v R s e s L ia
V(| eeBRQpaL by Committas, e LW R =W rbhing bon,

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES

(&4&*H€§@rbm§° Tines—-Alloseated TO0T QUaTrterly Meetings.,
(b) Report—om ResolTtiom of—Symrod—re—Gramwts—fromn

S

AngHicen—fAdvancE Appeal ReTUTLHS == Mrr—HrGr—Keoen.,

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES.

ia'w 'ET0ns Committes T6 Re CT proe eyl hrmtho.S.5.0.1 -
( ATt Committee e Sgt et AT T P roasure Loy

NOTICES OF MOTION.

CORRESPONDENCE AND NEW BUSINESS.

(a) Letter from Mrs. D. T. Owen - Secretary-Treasurer.
(b) Request from D.C.S.S. re Ingles House,
Revs E, J. Tucker.

28, Sadarst
1.} . Ui
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May 26, 1947,

EVACUEE's STATEMENT of N. KISHIMOTO & KO. KISHINpq

Received notice to evacuate by B. C., Police on or about March 14015 1942, Date

of departure on March 21, 1942,
{ L—eag

Estimated stock on hand $3,100,00 :

Decided to have sale of stock £ ays: $1,500,00 goods sold

but only $750,00 cash received i.e. SOo discount. Remaining stock of

@1 600,00 had to be so0ld so therefore sold to a wholesaler from Prince Ruperst

for $580,00. FHad no alternative but to sell at that price as there was

only a day left to evacuate. Total loss in stock $1,720,00.

Being a fishing town credit accounts were paid seasonally i.e. in the fall,
Therefore we were not able to collect such accounts. The “ustodian has in
hand the credit ledger which they undertook to collect. FHave had no
infromation regarding same to this date.

Local policeman was kind enough to offer to look after store and house so
hurriedly boarded up the doors and windows and left all furnishings end
store equipment. These were auctioned off by Custdadian later.

The above loss is only for store merchandise. Store equirment etc. were
auctioned off by Custodian at a later date. Recently we have received notice
from ‘ustodian that store and house were sold for $750500. Estimated value
of store,zhouse. and property $2,625.00,.

P, S, With reference to Paragraph 2

Reason that stock was disposed of in such a manner is because
of the short notice to evacuate, confusion, no Custodisnn at that time to
advise,

SIGINED
PORT ESSINGTON, B, C. N, Kishimoto

Ko. Kishimoto.
502 Clinton St.
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DRAFT
June 9, 1947.

Mr. We S. Wallace,
Box 629,
Lethbridge, flberta.
Dear Mr. Wallace:
In view of your letter of June 6th, I have thought

it advisable after consultation with Mr. Brewin to describe
in full to you the situation in regard to the Japanese Canadian
Claims for your information, and to assist you in coming to a
declsion about anx}future steps.

As soon as the Prime Minister made his announcement
which implied that some sort of commission would be set up to
determine the property losses, we informed the Japanese Canadlan
groups here that we would be glad to assist in the presentation
of their claims. At the time we orgenized a sub committee for
lawyers here to advise us about legal matters. This committee
drafted a rough order-in-counq#l for the setting up of a commission,
and the determination of claimé based upon an Act of the U. S.
Congress. Mr., Brewin then discussed this metter with the Secretary
of State and we have recently attended as you probably know before
the Public Accounts Committee to urge the setting up of a commission
with wide temms of reference. In the meantime the Japanese Canadian
committee for Democracy have sent out forms of the economic loss

survey all over the country, to those who might be affected, and

with the exception of Alberta, have received co-operation from

all the other Japanese Canadian groups across the country. This
form is not in any way official. It was intended to secure a
summary of the claims for presentation to the Government, and also
so that the Committee itself could estimate the scope of the claims
that might be expected to be presented to a commission. The form
has, of course, noO of ficial government sponsorship, and when the
domml ssion ie set up it will presumably work out its own method

of having claims filed and presented. The economlic loss surveys
will be of great value, however to those representing the Japanese

Canadians as a sort of brief of what is involved.



8w

our legal committee have not yet made any recommendations
in regard to the representation of claimants before the commission.
However, they propose as soon as the commission is appointed, to meet
and make recommendations. What they have in mind is to sugges%
that solicitors recommended by them be available to look after all
the Ontario claims. The claimants will, of cow se, be entirely free
to employ thelr own legal counsel if they prefer to do so. The
suggestion is that some very minimum charge be made to all claimants
who are employed or have some funds. Those who are destitute would
be represented without charge,

Then a further pajment, probably based on a percentage
of claims allowed, eould be agreed on.

We thought it advisable to have the recommendation of
several lawyers here who are well know so as to avold any possible
exploitation of the Japanese Canadians, and at the same time provide
for a fair reasonable remuneration for those who are doing the Job,

Of course our legal representatives in Toronto would not
be able to look after the presentetion of claims in other provinces,
and we have accordingly been in touch through the gonsultative comm-
ittee with a group of layers in British Columbia and in Winnipeg who
will undertake to co-operate with the legal committee here and to
whom a similar basis of remuneration would be suggested. It is,
of course particularly importamt that there be co-operation with
British Columbia as part of the evidence in all the cases will
presumably have to be taken there. As I mentioned to you in an
earlier letter, the first that we heard of Mr. Virtue was very
shortly beforehe went to Ottawa when he saw Mr. Brewin on his way
to Ottawa,

of course we cannot advise whether the Japanese Canadians
in Alberta would be well advised to have him represent them. Mr.
Virtue when he was here, did say thut he represented all of the
Japanese Canadians in Alberta. If the Japanese canadians themselves
or your committee feel that some of the Japanese Canadians whould
be represented by someone other than Mr. Virtue, we would suggest
that they consider and let us know who should act for them, and we

can work in close co-operation with theg.
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We intend, of course not to co-operate with Mr. Virtue

80 far as he desires us to in & matter of this sort, and assuming

thet a commission is set up, it would obviously be of great value

that in each province those representing the Japenese Canadians
should know how the commission is proceeding and what sort of evidence
it requires in its view of the various matters that come up.

Our committee here propose to make it gquite clear to the
Japanese Canadians that in offering legal services they are not in

any way seeking to prevent claimants from having their own legal

advisers if they prefer to do so. It is quite obvious however that

if a substantial number of them accept the proposals we make that it
will save them a lot of money and provide for the claims being presen-
ted expeditiously.

What we suggest therefore is that you in consultation with
any of the Japanese Canadian groups who are uneasy about being repres-
ented by Mr. Virtue, should consider whether or not separate represen-
tations should be sought. You should lhen decide upon some legal rep-
resentatiwe in whom you have confidence, and we will then undertake to
@0-operate with them by advising them first of the terms under which
the various legal representativwes who are co-operating with the comm-

informing

ittee in the various provinces are proposing to act. Secondly, the
selected legal representative of the terms of the commission and keep-
ing them in close touch with the proceedings as they go along. It is
also possible that whoever acts here may be in a position at least to
visit the different provinces during the course of the proceedings and
give direct advice and assistance based upon experience here. It
would not, however, be possible for such a person to look after the
detailed presentation of the claims from another province or to under-
take the preparation of the cleims wkeExkxxauxkax which would have to
be done locally.

I hope that this letter, although somewhat lengthy will
give you a clear picture of the condition as we see Ivse

If it is decided that someone otler than Mr. Virtue will
represent some of the claimants then it would obviously be useful to
have the economic loss survey forms completed by those who are to be

separately represented as instruction to the new legal representative,



THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE ON JAPANESE CANADTANS
FINANCIAL STATEMENT

Audited Stetement, May lst, 1946, to June 30th, 1947:

RECEIPTS
~ Cash on hand, May 1lst, 1946 $ 3,204,17
Individual Contributions 382,31
Organizational Contributions 5,189,01
Literature Sales 36,46
Refund from Privy Council Appeal 1,085,09
Sask, Govt, re Privy Council Appeal 1,000,00 $ 10,897,04
DISBURSEMENTS
Secretarial Expenses: 4 .
Salaries & Bonus $ 2,458,45
Postage 87,24
Travelling FExpendes 65, 90
Stenographer 50,00
Office Supplies
& Expenses 40,94
Telephone & Telegraph 13.46
Subscriptions &
Miscellaneous 16.67 2,732,66
Legal Counsel 4,384,83
Printing & literature 380,97
Public Meetings 27.90 : 7,526,36
Cash on hand and in bank June 30, 1947:; 5,370,68
$ 10,897.04

Of this amount, $ 2,000,00 has been earmarked by contributors and the Co=-
‘operative Committee for publication of the story and history of the eva-

suation =nd subsequent struggle for civil liberties, Thus a real balance
of approximately & 1,300,00 remains for the ongoing work of the Committee,

1947 - 1948 BUDGET

Plans are now ready for the presentation of claims by Japanese Canadians to
a Royal Cormission. ZExpenses involved are expected to reach $_10,000,00
which will be borne by the claimants, The Committce feels, however, it is
essential that its counselwatch proceedings clesely while the Commission is
sitting, in addition to taking responsibility for the preliminary legal ex-
penses, The following budget is suggested:

Selaries, delegations, etc. to Sept. 20th $ 781,60

Legal Work now in progress 1,000,00
Contingency Fund 1,000,00 $ 2,78L.60

Therefore, the Cormittee estimates that it will need an additional $1,500,00
to complete the work which it foresees, The co=-operation of local committees
and of individuals in securing this final amount will be greatly appreciated,




THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE
ON

JAPANESE CANADIANS

TORONTO, ONT.

126 Eastbourne Ave.
July 7, 1947.
Dear Mr. Brewin:

At our meeting a week ago the committee discussed what action might be
taken to get some information from the government about the commission on
property losses.

We agreed to write Angus MacInnis and ask him to raise the question in the
house, I have already received an answer from him saying he would bring the ques-
tion up soon.

It was also agreed that I should write you and ask that you write Mr. Gibson
for information on the commission. I am a bit late in getting this letter ofﬂﬁo
you as we took a few days holiday last week and I forgot all my duties.

I trust that you are having a good holiday with your family.

I will expect & call from you when you return to the city next week,
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July 14, 1947.

Col. Colin GCibson,
Secretery of Stete,
Ottawa, Canada.

Re:; Jepanese Canadien
Prorerty Cleims

Dear Colonel Gibson:

I have been requested to write to you once
again in connection with this matter. Our Committee
beve observed with interest your statement that a Comm-
ission is likely to be appointed in the near future A o
srra.gements to secure the commissiorrrhave been completed.

~ ¥e are naturally anxlious to learn as soon &s
possible when the Commissioner 1s appointed.

The Committee have also asked me to comment on
the report of the Public Accounts Committee wnich has
recommended that a commission be eppointed to incuire into
property losses sustained by Japanese Canadians in order
that more information mey be obtained as to deslirability of
ad justing any apparent discrepancy or loss which may have
resulted from the taking over or sale of property at any
time. We presume that the Public sccounts Committee was not
secking to give attention to the detzlled wording of the
terms of reference of the proposed commission. Ve would,
nowever, wish to put it on record once again and I think it
hes &l ready been made clear through you to the Governaent
thet we believe that the tcrms of reference should be broader
than the phraseology of the report of the Public Account Coma-
ittee scems fc conteamplate.

you will recall that we pointed out thnat the. similar
legislation before the Congress of the United States proposes. .
to ellow compensation on the basls of losses naturally arising
out of the evacuation orders with certain specific exceptions,

we are anxious to mske it clear that only similar
terms broad encugh to include losses arising before any ection
was taken by the Custodian or any other Government ageney,could
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secure full justice to those concerned,

e feel thet this aspect of the situat ion may hsave
been somewhat obscured by the fact that attention has been dir-
ected by soms people and some sections of the press to alleged

misfeasance on the part of the Custodien in meking sales, or the

pepartment of Veterans Affairs.

we would like to reiterate once again that the case
whieh we have put ferward on behalf of our clients is not based
in eny way upon eny such clalm or suggestion but is based soiely
upon the fact thaet the evacuation orders inevitably resulted in
eppreclable groperty loss for which compensation should be made
upon sdequate procf ¢ the 1oss before.the commission..

Yours very trul-y,
CAMERON,VELDON & BREWLN

Ve

-

per:

FARB: HC
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July 15, 1947.®

¥Mr. George Tanaka, \\
President, X
Japanese Canadisan Committee for Democracy, )
84 gerrard Street East,

Toronto, Ontaria.

Dear George:

I have been away for some time snd have
only Jjust read the &ditorial in the New Canadian
of July Sth about the incuiry into property lossses.

This editorial seems tu suggest that the
loeal Jupanese Canadien orgenizations are now marking
time through the lack of direction *from better informed >
~cuarters". Questions are asked as to the necessity of
ascoulring the services of & legal advisor and preparing
briefs of local cleinants, and what sort of information
would be reguired as proof of loss and so on.

s

it seems to me thet ydu or someone should write
to the New Canadlen eand explain the situstion which I un-
derstend is something as follows;

It 1s imposasible to meke deflnite plans as to
the presentations of claims before the Commisslouer is
aprointed, and the terms of reference publ ished. The
neature of the clalis end proof required depend so completely
on Titting in in some way or other to the actual terms of
reference. However, the Co-operative Commiiisee have made
plans in Ontario, Menitoba and Britisu Columbia to have a
legal committeec advise Japanese Canadians in respecti to
these metters just as soon as possible. 1t is proposed also
that in eech.of the main centres, some arrangement In regard
to presemtation of briefs and legal advice should be made
aveilable to all claimants who wish to hnse these services
in presenting tleir cleaim.

Ll i

Petails as to how this will be done elso awalt
the publicetion of the terms of reference eand possibly some
discussion with the proposed Commissioner as to his methods
of operation, itineraries,etc.
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In the meantime the completion of forms setting
out the information of economic losses should be completed
by all who wish to make claims, as these forms can be used
to instruct whoever will be responsible in the various centres
in regard to the matter.

with kindest regards.

Yours sincerely,

7

-



STATEMENT FOR THE PRESS
ISSUED BY THE
CO-OPERATIVE COMMITTEE ON JAPANESE CANADIANS

July 24, 1947,

The terms of the Order-in-Council appointing the Commission to investigate Japanese Cana-
dian property claims are so restricted as to be worse than inadequate, and in fact to be
practically useless, It will be necessary to consider seriously whether it will be worth
while for the Japanese Canadian claimants to have anything to do with the Commission un-
less the terms of reference are broadened to enable a full and fair inquiry to be made,

The tems of the Order-in-Council impose an impossible burden on claimants. Before the
Commissioner can recommend a cent of compensation, he must be satisfied that the Custodi-
an has failed to use reasonable care in disposing of the properties.,

The claimants have never based their case for compensation on the lack of care by the Cus~
todian who in most if not in all cases may be presumed to have done the best possible in
the circumstances. However, in these circumstances of wholesale evacuation, it was inev-
itable that market values should be abnormally low and the major losses sustained were
caused by the Government'!s policy of enforced evacuation rather than by any lack of care
by the Custodian,

Many hundreds of claims cannot even be considered by the Commissioner, for the properties
were lost or disposed of or had seriously depreciated before the Custodian was able to
take charge, These losses arise no less out of the evacuation orders and Government pol-
icy of which, however necessary it may have been, the Japanese Canadians were the innocent
victims,

The Co-operative Committee has repeatedly pointed out that justice could not be done un=
less the terms of the inquiry were as broad as those contained in the Bill proposed to
Congress by the American Government which provides for compensation for Japanese Americans
for all losses naturally and reasonably flowing from the evacuation orders. In this in-
stance the Canadian Government in contrast to the American Government is doing less than
justice, Nor do the proposed terms of reference implement the promises made by the Prime
Minister himself when on January 24th, 1947 he stated that, "to ensure the fair treatment
promised in 1944 the Government is prepared in cases where it can be shown that a sale was
made at legs than a fair market value to remedy the injustice,” The terms of the Commis-
sion will deprive those whose property was sold at less than the fair market value of com-
pensation unless they can show that the Custodian acted carelessly., The injustice refer=-
red to by the Prime Minister will not be remedied unless the order is amended.

Nor do the terms of the reference comply with the recommendation of the Public Accounts
Committee which was approved by Parliament., This Committee recommended that a Commission
be appointed to inquire into claims for losses which resulted from the amount being re-
ceived by claimants being less than the fair market value of their property at the time of
sale or loss,

Under the present order if the Custodian shows to the Commissioner that he made reasonable
inquiries and did the best that he could in the circumstances, the Commissioner can allow
no compensation, although the sales are far below the fair market value,

It is still not too late for the Government to change its mind, We are writing to the
Prime Minister urging that his former promise of remedying the injustice be fully imple=-
mented,

The Comittee cannot rest nor should the people of Canada be satisfied until the Govern-
ment of Canada have reversed its policy, and done full justice,
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THE SECRETARY OF STATE OF CANADA N WELDON
& BREWIN
Ottawa, July 23rd, 1947,
A, F, Brewin, Esq.,
¢/o Cemeron, Weldon & Brewin,
Barristers, etc.,
Sterling Tower,
Toronto, 1, Ontario.
Dear Mr., Brewin, Re: Japanese Canadian Property

Claims

I have just received a copy of the Order in
Council appointing Mr, Justice H.I. Bird as Commissioner
to investigate the claims of Japanese Canadians, and am
attaching a copy hereto as requested.

Yours very truly,




¢ol. Colin gibson,
secretary of State,
Ottawa, Canada.

Dear Colonel Gibscn;

Re: Japanese Cenadian Property
Claims

Thenk you for sending us a copy of the Order-
in-gouncil appointing Mr. Justice Bird as Commissioner
to investigate these claius.

our views on the Order-in-Council have been
communicated to the Prime Minister, who as you know hsas
taken an interest in the problems of the Japanese Canad-
ians from time to time.

Yours very ftruly,

| (74?/ .

%



July 25, 1947.

The Right Honoursble W. L. Mackenzie King,
Parliement Bulldings,
Dttawa, Canada.

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I am writing for the Co-operative Committee on
Japanese Canadians who as you know comprise a very wide
cross section of people from all polltical parties and all
sections of opinion throughout Canada.

We very much appreciate the consideration and co-
operation you have shown to the Committee in sparing some
of youwr time notwithstanding the greast pressure of ntaer
events. On our part we have endeavoured to present our claims
in a feir and uncontroversial manner, and we have not in any
way been responsible for the attacks that have been made upon
the Government in connection with this matter.

We are deeply disappointed by the terms of refer-
ence announced by the Secretary of State in regard to the prop-
erty losses of the Japanese Canadians. In your statement of
dJanuary 24th which we welcomed, you sald "To ensure further the
fair treatment promised in 1944 the Government is prepared in
cases where it can be shown that & sesle was made at less than -
e fair market velue, to remedy the injustice."

The terms of reference,however, in the Order-in-
Council announced by the Seeretary of State limit the Commission-
er to allowing compensation where it cen be shown that the Cus-
todien acted without reasonable care in the disposition of the
" property vested in him. It will be practically impossible to
show eny sueh thing, end indeed we have made it clear in all
our representations on this metter that we have based no claim
on any lack of care of the Custodian, but rather upon the inev-
itable losses arising out of the poliecy of evacuation.

We have made it clear on a number of accasions,however,
that neither we nor the very considerable body of opinion for
which we believe we can speak could be satisfied if the terms
of reference of the proposed Commission were more restricted in
their scope than those proposed by the American Government to




‘2-
The Right Honoureable W. L. Mackenzie King July 25, 1947.

congress, in regard to claims of Japenese Americans. You have
yourself steted that Canadian and Americen policy in respect to
persons of the Japansse Race should be continental and similar.

You will no doubt recall that in this act the Japan-
ese Americans were to receive compensation for all losses nat-
urally and reasonably flowing from the evacuation order,

The American Government in a strong message from the
Secretary of the Interior pointed out to Congress how it would
be lmpossible for Justice to be done unless compensation were
made for losses arising before the Government appolnted a cus-
todien of the property and how difficult and impossible it was
in the circumstances for & custodian to prevent loss.

We must therefore urge that the Order-in-Council be
revised sc a8 to enasble a Commissioner to inqulire into losses
arising reasonably and naturally out of the making of the var-
ious orders for evecuation of the coastal areas.

S0 serilously do we regard this matter that we are con-
sidering whether or not we have a responsibility to sdvise the
Japanese Canadians to have nothing to do with the Commlssion.

In any event if the terms of the Commission are as narrow and un-
satisfectory as we belisve them to be at the present time, no

one will be satisfied with the report that the Commission makes,
and the metter will remaln one of public sgitetion probably for
meny years to come.

we would very much appreciate the opportunity of rein-
forecing these observations with a small delegztion that could
discuss the matter with you.

; we feel certain thset it is your desire to carry out
fully, the promises of fair treatuent which you have made on more
than one occasion. We feel, however, obliged to say that we most-
emphatically do not feel that what is being done in the present
order-in-Council does have that effect.

Respectlfully yours.

FAB:HC



July 25, 1947.

Messrs. Campbell,Brazier,Fisher & McMaster,
Barristers,

675 Hastings Street West,

Vanecouver, B. C. '

Attention Mr. R. J. chiaster

Re: Japanese Canadian Property Claims

Dear Sirs:

I em enclosing « copy of the Order-in-Council
appointing Mr. Justice Bird commissioner. Perhaps you
already have this.

We ars natually extremely disappointed in the
terms of reference and are arranging for a public protest,
end we are writing in strong terms to the Prime Minister
and sesking an interview with him.

I expect that 1t would be too optimistic to
expect that at this date a change would be made.

We have a legel committee here and will be
meeting shortly and formulsiing proposals for represen-
tation of the Japanese Cenadians. I would be glad to have
any suzgestions that you have as to now this should be done
and particularly in regerd to what you think would be reason-
able arrangements to be mede in regard to fees.

we had in mind that the Co-operative Committee
would of fer to supply legel advice upon payments of a small
Percentage of the amounts claimed,by all claiments who are
in funds, or employed, together with a larger commission to
be mid out of any moneys recovered. It seems somewhat prob-
lematic whether under the limited terms of reference, any sub-
stantial moneys will be recovered et all. It is clear that
we shall have to concentrate in the first instance on suowing
that the Custodian did not exercise reasonable care not so
much in indivi dual cases but as a general treatment of all
these claims. We will be going through the evidence before
the Public Accounts Committee carefully in this regard. 1In
the meantime it would be very helpful for us if you could get //~

: \
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in touch with Mr. Justice Bird and tell him that it 1s probable
that the counsel representing the Co-opsrative Committee will be
acting for a large number of claimants and that you or whoesver
you sugrest in Vencouver will be acting as local agent for all
those who make claims through the Co-operative Committee. You
might then find out from him when he proposes to start hearings,
whether as we presume, he will have some hearings in the east and
then proceed across the country to the west. Under the present
terms it seems obvious that the cross-examination of Government
witnesses as to what steps they did actually teke will be of ma jor
importance so that we can get over the hurdle that it is necessary:

“’ to show that the Custodien did not use reasonable care.
4 I would be glad to have your comments on the Order and
any suggestions and informetion you have in regard to how we should
proceed.

with kindest regerds,

Yours sincerely,

FAB!BC M/’
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675 WEST HASTINGS STREET

VANCOUVER, B.C.

OUR FILE No, CAM ER:)N v'iELDO -
& BREWIN  July 29, 1947.

Messrs. Cameron, Weldon & Brewin,
parristers & Solicitors,
Sterling Tower,
Toronto 1, Canada.
Att'n: ur. Brewin.

Dear Sirs: Re: Japanese Canadian Property Claims.

We have for acknowledgment receipt of your
letter of the 25th instant and have noted the contents.
The writer just returned to the office today from holidays
and has not had an opportunity to consider the matters
referred to in your letter, as fully as he would like, but
we thought that you would like to receive an acknowledgment.

4e must agree with you that the terms of the
reference are disappointing and certainly we think that any-
thing which your Committee can do to persuade the Govern- -
ment to broaden them would be well advised. we will seek,
at the earliest possible date, to communicate with Ir.
Justice Bird and advise him, as suggested by you, that it 1is
probable that the Counsel representing the Co-operative
Committee will be acting for a large nuuber of claims and
that this firm, or whomever your Committee sees fit 1o
appoint, will be acting as local agent for those persons
who made claims through the Co-operative Committee. We
will also endeavour to find out from him when he proposes
to start hearings and whether he proposes starting in the
iast and then proceeding West. we presume that you might
like us to urge upon him, if we are able to do so at gll,
that the hearings be delayed a reasonable period of time
to permit preparation of the claims.

With respect to the financial basis
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of Counsel acting as agent for your Committee, we would
think, along the lines of the discussion that we had in
Toronto, that possibly the Committee might undertake, say,
$35.00 a day for each day necessarily engaged in the matter,
and a proportionate amount for each portion of a day, that
the claimants be required to agree to pay a reasounable pro-
portion of anything which they recover and that the amount
which is collected in this manner would be used to bring

up the amount paid by the Committee to §50.00 a day. If

the amount paid by the Committee plus the amount paid by
the claimant brought the fee up in exeess of {50.00 a day,
then we would suggest that the Committee's obligation would be
reduced so that Counsel would not, in other words, recelve
more than $50.00 a day. Subject to clarification, we would
be prepared to act in the matter uvon that basis, if the
Committee saw fit to request us to do so.

At the moment, the writer is embroiled in a
rather complicated labour dispute, but as soon as he gets
some free time, he will forward any suggestions he has aa
to proposals for representations.

Yours truly,
CAMPBELL, BRAZIER, FISHER & McMASTER

Per. /{?g;%?}ﬁk//tziam_xL,c;sz:

RJIM:CW



July 30, 1947.

Messrs, Campbell ,Brazier, Fisher & McMaster,
Barristers,

675 Hastings Street vest,

Vancouver, B. C.

Attention Mr. R. J. McMaster,

Re: Japanese Canadian Property
Claims

Deasr girs:

The Japanese Canadlan organlzstion are
meet ing here towards the end of August. I expect
to be out of the city from the 10th of August. 1
am extremely anxious to present to them a workable
scheme by which they might ralse money for necessary
legal expenses before & Commission.

I presume that there will be in Ontario,
some 500 or 600 claiments most i1f nmot all of whom
will desire to be represented by counsel for the Co-
operstive Commit tee.

My ildes is thet if you are availsble you
should sct as locsel agent for these elaimants in Van-
couver and that I myself with the assistance of some
other lawyers here will act for them here.

It has been suggested that the best way of
raising funds would be to ask the cleimants tc put up
& percentage of their clalms Lo cover the minimum costs
of representation and that a further agreement should
be mede thet they would pay a higher proportion in add-
ition, out of any momcys actually ?ecovered.

I do not think there is any objection to such
arrangement. It would obviously be the fairest and easiest
so far as the Japanese Cancédians are concerned.

It will be necessary for me %o preéent to
them at least in outline, some estimate of what the
costs may be,
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I wish you would give consideration on what basls
you might be willing to act, and although I know it is ex-
trenely difficult to do so, any suggestions that you may have
as to what additional expenses for valuations,etc. would be
reculred.

It is my thought td;b I might be able to come to
Vancouver to discuss &J& wn Mgt er with you, and also that
a-aakbsm\gL-counseI”E “TE QL avul able in Vancouver when
erucial questicns such as the cross examination of Government
witnesses takes place.

I was wondering if Mr. Justice Bird would be in the
east before the Commission opens so that if he was we could
arrange an interview with him.

I would much appreciate as early a reply as possible
from you with your thoughts on this subject.

o
<

ours very truly,

CopNorer

FaB:HC




Juiy 31, 1947,

Messrs. Campbell, Brazier,Fisher & McMaster,
Barristers,

675 Hestings Street Test,

Yancouver, B. C.

Attention Mr. R. J. UcMaster

Dear Sirs:

Thank you for your letter of July
29th which crossed a letter which I wrote to you yes-
terday.

I have had a letiter from the Prime
Minister in which he at lcast keeps open the possib-
1lity of chanzing the terms of the Qrder-in-Council,
and I am hoping to be able to see various mambers of
the Government next week.,

The proposal in your letter as to fees
sounds to me quite reasonable. 1 was wondering if you
had any sort of idea as to how many days might be nee-
essary. Do you think that for example, 100 full days
might reasonebly cover wnat would be required in Van-
couver. by yourself. I have in mind that as far ‘as we
are concerned here, I may be able to limit my work on
it to about 30 deys.

-

fours very ftruly,

i

FAB:iC



July 31, 1947.

Right Honourable J. L. Ilsley,
Minister of Justice,

Justice Department,

Ottewa, Canzada.

Dear 3¥r. Ilsley:

I wrote on tne 25th of July to the Prime
Minister on behalf of the Co-operative Committee on
Japanese Canadians in regard to the terms of reference
established for the Commissioner to inquire into losses
resulting from the sale of property of persons of Jap-
enese origin in Censads.

The Prime Minister replied to me by letter
of July 29th in which he says "You might feel that it
would be desirsble to discuss the metter with the cec-
retary of State and with the Minister of Justice. I
em having copies of 'your letter referred to them for
their attentlon and you might perhaps wish to discuss
the matter with them in the first instance.”

As & result of the Prime Minister's sugg-
estion, I am writing tc you and to the Secretary of
State o say that I will be very glad indeed if such
en interview could be arranged, and I am suggesting to
the Secretary of Stete that if at all possible (and I
understand the difficulties at this time of year) I.
would be very glad if the groposed interview could take
place some time next week.

I do not bellieve that more then one hour would
be necessary to discuss the matter thoroughly.

I am also writing to the Prime Minister sugg-
esting that if it be at 211 possible, perhaps he himself
- could be present at the discussion.

Yours very truly,

o
FAB:HC 0

<



Jury 31, 1947,

The Rignht Honourable ¥, L. Mackenzie King,
Parlisment Bulldings,
Dttewa, Canada.

Dear Mr. rrime ¥inister:

. I wish to thank you cn behalf of the
Co-operative Committee on Jepanese Canedians for
your letiar of July 29th.

We appreciate the sttention you hev
ziven %0 ow letter. :

In accordance with tihe suggestion that
you have msde, I have written to the Secrelary of
state and Minister of Justice asking for an oppor-
tunj ty to discuss with them the limitation in the
terms of reference whick in our view seriously re-
ducesthe value of the proposed Commission.

A8 your letter suggests that I should dis-
cuss the matter wlth them "in the first iastancen I
heve ventured to sugzest to them that if it were at
all possible it migat be satisfactory that I should
discuss the mabtter with you and with them simul tanecusly.

I heve suggested that subject to thelir con-
venience the proposed interview might take place some
time next week.

I do not think there is any reason wny the
whole dlscussiopn should take longer than an hour at
the outside. :

3 Respectfully yow 8,
FAB: HC =0 f

Sl Likking



Juiy 31, 1947.

Col. Ccolin Gibson,
secretery of State,
OQttawa, Canuada.

pear Col Gibson:

&8s I wrote to you the other day, I was
instructed to write to the Prime Minister on be-
half of the Qo-operative Committee on Japanese
canadians expressing their vicws in respect to the
terms of reference established for the Commission.

I have now received a letter from the
prime Minister in whiech he says,"Before reacning
any definite conclusions with regard to the effeci
of this phrase (reasonable care) you might feel that
it would be desirable to discuss the matter =ith the
secretary of State and with the Minister of Justice.
{ am having copies of your letier referred to them
tor treir attention and ywu might pernaps wish to dis-
cuss tne metter with them in the first instance.”

I have sccordingly written to the Minister
of Justice and am now writing to yourself saying that
I would be very glad indeed to have the opportunity to
discuss with both of you the views of the Committee in
regard to the matter.

I am slso writing to suggest to the Prime
winister that a&s his letler suggests that after dis-
cussion with you end the Minister of Justice "in the
first instance” we might have some discussion with him,
that it might possibly be most satisfactory if it can
be arranged, thet he snould be present at the first dis-
cussion. In my view the proposed discussion need not
take longer than an hour at the outside.

I know this is a very bad time of year to
meke sny arrengements, but I am venturing to suggest thet
if it is at all possible the proposed discussion might .
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take place some time next week at the convenience of your-
self ané the Minister of Justice.

Yours sincerely,

FAB: HC M
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