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National Japanese Citizens 'Association,

8l, Gerrard Street East,
Toronte, :Ontario.
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Attermtion Mr, Georse Tanaka,
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 Mr. L. S. Turcotte, “L.LiB,
‘Bank of Nova Scosi Building,
Lptnbmage, hlbe ‘tq.

@

» Re: capanese Claims Conmigsion
Dear Wir, Turcotte:

s , I have had.z.letter from Mr. McMaster in
which Tie'télls uig that he n s been able to retald the
assistance of Mr, Alex “CDuA;_.lu of Yencouver, to assist
him on the hesrings o6f theiclains, " Tals will Hrobab(y
make 1t unnecessary fory hin to. avail bimself’ of  your
generous ‘offer of attending ab ‘Vancouver for part of
tae nearings of ta-a cat.egmy gases.

I know that DOtH heand L. were very 'rrutefnl
for, your co-operation in this :nat*pr ‘and. it may bLe thaty
}“ﬂ wi¥l stil1l be in the' position: ol &Skl?lﬂ' for your help
dn:Vangouv er,’ butses ‘1 Lave 'sald at the p“uber*t bime At
dees not a:;pear that 1t will b—> mcessary.

: : SHE '“.entloncd in tu° letter H’°t "° woulr‘ 1ike
- me-tC ask jcm to for"ward alY coples of °xb bltS, etes

7 Flth best. w1s‘1es for' tlﬂe I‘ew Year. ,:’

'Ijours- S,ln_C‘:I‘e.L'y:z
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Jemuary by 1949,

Me, W B, Hugkvale; &' P : ¥ :
¢/o Yessrs. Ritchie & Huckwale, ' R AN R
Barristers, ) ; : 37 R
Acadig Bullding,

Lethbridge, Alberta,

¢

Re: Japanese Claims Commission -
Dear Pr. Huckvale:

wl-have . had a letter From Mr, McMaster in.

wihich he.tells me that he as been-able:'to retain the
assistance of Mr. Alex Fclonald-of Vencouver, to assist
Kin on the bedrings of the elaims, This will ‘probably
make 1t unnecestsary for'bhim to avail himself of vour
generous -offer of attending at Vancouver forn part. .of
“he: bearings Of the,cabtegory cases. v

- .1 know that both he and I were very grateful
for your 'co-operatiom in this matter, and it mgy be that
helwill  sUilk “he . in. the position . of ‘@sking for, your help.
in:Vancouvaer; but as I have said al Che pressnt time 4%,
does not.appear that it will be necessary.

; He mentioied in‘the 1éctar,thab4he would like ‘me -
to ask you to forward all copies of exhiibits,e6c.

With best wishes for the Hew Year,

Yours sincerely,

il e T R0



F. P. Varcoe &sq.;K.C. .
Deputy Minister of Justice,
Department of Justice,
Ottéwa, Canada.

Re: Japanese Property Claims
Commissicon ;

Dear lir. Varcoe:

This is to confirm my telephone conver-
sation with you. ) ‘ ‘

here are a number of outstanding matters
in comnection with the (Claims "Commission which.I have
been instructed by my clients to take up with the Min-

ister.

I will be in Ottawa on Friday, and it would
be most convenient for me if 4 could.see the Minister
and yourself om that.date. :

‘I will telephone on Thursday to see if it

has been possible to'make this arransewsnt.

Yours sincerely,
FAB:HC



January &, 1349,

Mr. George Shoji,. -
259 King- Street 'East,
Chathan, Ontario,

Dear Mr., Sho 1'3'.

When' I wés in Vancouver re,ertly,'T had
pcedsion to.diseus s your case botll with M. HcMacter
oun agent trere, and withidr. s Justice Bird.

It "now appears: that whe ra progcrt? was re-
tained by the Vetérans Larnd Zct Administretioniand was
the property of weteransfof the First gnd Seeond World
War, the Goverhment are ﬁlxilng to rettrn the property
to ‘the veterans. : : '

Ve wrote to yowavoul: this-Defore,Jvand, ol course,
understood that yon diit not wish .ta raturn to 3»;? farg IR
British Célumbia: ..On the other hand. you will 'no doubt
gppreciate that as-the fary prices ara oW copsiderably:
higher than they were. gt ‘tie date of the sale'to the Vekb-
cerans Land Actein 1943, it is Jrob'"le .Or ‘possiblethat
your fari could te pab.back in. your.name and sold by aZents
in Yancouwer ut afgood deal nlghcr price than what “you ”lll
outeln through the flndlugs ) 954 Lze bon”1351on.;

Ifr ycu ‘wish to conaldur tuv pOooibllitleS of .this

actiony.will you pilease lot.me now, gndcl'willithave Mpy '
“McMaster inveGtigate the matterid ard r'to get fuller in-
formaetion as to the possibilitiess of sale, and thc price
which you might expect to realize. -

With klndebt personal rebardo. | ,'1.; A

Yours 51ncerelv,-




January 5; uav

dr. o AP uCuﬁStPr

¢/ 0 Messrs, bumpbell Braz1e Plsher & NcNastv-,
Barristers; :
075 West hast_nas &trcct

Vancouver, B, C.

Dear Bob:

George Tanakz has called to my atten-
tion a letter fron Hr. Virtue daved the 3rd of Dec-
ember. 1948 a copy of which has ‘been sent to you in
regard to #r. Sissuo Moriyama who carried on business
on Cordova Street in Vancouver ifor many years prlor to.
the evacuation, = Mr. Virtue ouo,buts that ' Mr, hor¢y.ma
may be able to give waluable evidence in respect. to the
¢laimants, . in reupaut to the sale price of. second hand
~furniture,etc. George Tanaka wishes to know whether you
thiink it worth while for them to contact ifr, Moriyama.
At the present time apparently do not know of His wh~1ec-
bouts: " ‘If you thiak it .is worth While they would .endeavo
to find out where he is through advertisements 1n tnn.:eu
Canadian or otherwise

For myself I am somewhat doubtful as to the .
probaole value of MNr. wOPlj?’a'“ evidence, but 1 shonld be
glad to be advised by you

Yours sincerely,
FAB:KC



January 5, 1949."

lesars. Virtue, Russell & Morgan,
Barristéers and Selieitors, ~ .
MeParland Building, Oppositg Court House,
Lathbridge, Alberta, ' :

Attention Mr. A. Gladstone Virtue;M.Cu. K.C.

Dear Mi. Virtue:

=

am sorry'not td hdve wiritten toyyou
saoner in respect to.yocur letier of December 3rd to
M. Tanaka, copy of which you sgnt to me, This letter
refers to the pessibility of uging the evidence of Mn
Mériyama in respect to the: sdle price of second hand
furniture. . Mr. Moriyama does: not appsar to be known
to Mr, Tanaka or other members of the executive of tie
National J.0.C.A.,and. they have not at the presen’ mom-
ent any knowledgze as to his whereapouts. i

o

However, I have written to Mr. McHaster,
whe is thorowshly familiar with the,evidence in this
matter, and if he thinks fit, we will make an‘endeavour
to find Mr. Moriyama. :

o

Yours very truly, o' >

¥ A :
FABiHC - | et - ; '/W £



TELEPHONE PACIFIC 9164

é@&tphell, Brazier, Wisher & McMaster

o7 - ke L
Barristers and Solicitors

A.T. R. CAMPBELL A. W. FISHER
C. W. BRAZIER R. J. MCMASTER
ROYAL BANK BUILDING
675 WEST HASTINGS STREET
A.J. F. JOHNSON A. E.COBUS
8

VANCOUVER. B.C.

OUR FILE No.

January 6th, 1949,

Andrew Brewin, Esq.,
Barrister & Solicitor,
Sterling Tower Building,
Toronto 1, Ontario.

Dear Andy:

Re: Japanese Claims Commissione.

Mr. Justice Bird advised us yesterday that
it will be necessary for him to sit on the Court of Appeal
during the week of January 17th. Accordingly, the commence-
ment of the proceedings has been stalled off to January 24th,
We trust that if you have not already been able to make ar-
rangements for an appointment with the Minister of Justice
for yourself and Mr. Hunter that this additional delay will
permit the same.,

We spoke to Mr. Justice Bird today with respect
to the matter of our request to the Government for finances
having already forwarded to him the copy of the letter to be
submitted and a request that he write the Department express-
ing MHis views. He indicated today, however, that he does not
wish to take the initiative in writing the Department. He is
quite prepared to write expressing his views if the Department
consults him. Our impression was that if he is consulted by
the Minister or the Justice Department that his opinion will

be favourable.

It has been intimated that Mr. Justice Bird
intends to rand down his findings with respect to the argu-
oncerning fair market value in the near future. He has

ment ¢ . . ;
ut an invitation to other counsel who were not present

nt O 5 "
is express any views which they might care to express on the
subject. I am not optimistic that he will go with us on your

contention with respect to the Smyth vs, Revenue Commissioner
Case and with respect to the allegation that the conditions of
the market must be reasonably normal,

We have already sent to Virtue our transcript



Mr, Brewin: January 6th, 1949,

=T

of the argument and have requested him to return it at an
early date. Messrs. Norris & MacLennan requested that they
might borrow it today and we will try to get it into their
hands as soon as possible.

We have made arrangements with Alex McDonald
as previously discussed and he expects to be free from
Wilson's office on the 15th of the month. He has already under-
taken part of the work and we feel sure that he is going to be
of great assistance. We would appreciate receiving a report as

to what steps have been taken to make the appeal for the addit-
ional 1%.

Not having heard from you since your return East
concerning the M. Furuya Company Limited possible claim we
presume that the officers have decided not to apply for leave
to file a late claim. Accordingly, we are returning to the
Custodian's office the copy of the Reports of P. S. Ross &
Sons which you examined when you were out here.

You may recall when you were out here the
Commissioner dealt with the matter of the claim of Tokyo
Maikawa with respect to property owned by T. Maikawa Stores
Iimited. As directed by the Commissioner Hunter filed an
Affidsvit by Frederick Field to the effect that 1252 shares
had been issued by the Company and that 1167 of these shares
were regiztered in the name of Tomekishi Maikawa who at the
date of Pearl Harbor was resident in Japan and his affidavit
shows that to the best of his knowledge the said Tomekishi
Maikawa has never returned to Canada. In the circumstances,
the Commissioner ruled that the claim of Tokyo Maikawa had no
standing unless he brought forth conclusive evidence that he
was beneficially entitled to a substantial portion of the
shares, His address is 173 Donlands Ave., Toronto. We con-
sider it would be advisable if you communicated this informa-
tion to:rhim

We have gotten after Virtue several times with
respect to the $3,000,00 supposedly forthcoming from his com-
mittee but have not received any word from him yet as to when
it will be paid. We expect that he will be out here for the
Gneral Evidence later in the month and unless we receive pay-
ment before that time we will take the matter up with him,

ﬁﬁ loe ‘ Ll At rew
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TELEPHONE:
703

THE PROVIGE F BATIH COLUVBIA
J. M. STREIGHT
OFFICIAL ADMINISTRATOR

607 COLUMBIA STREET
NEw WESTMINSTER., B. C.

January 6, 1949.

Messrs, Virtue, Russell & Morgan,
Barristers & Solicitors,
McFarland Building,

Opposite the Court House,
LETHBRIDGE, Alberta.

Gentlemen:

Re: Estate of Kumikichi FUJINO
Your file 3318

I beg to advise you that I have rec=-
eived no reply to my letter of November 18,
addressed to Messrs, Cameron, Weldon & Brewin,

I am sending a copy of this letter to
them, trusting that they will make immediate
reply.

JMS smh

C.Ce, Messrs, Cameron, Weld
Barristers & Soiicite'
Sterling Tower,
TORONTO 1, Toronto.

MINISTRATOR



| Dear Friend: December 29, 1948

I was very happy to receive a few days ago two letters from Mr, and Mrs,
MacMillan from Taipeh, Taiwan, Since their departure last year, from Toronto,
I received 'a short card from Mr, MacMillan before their departure on the "33
Maiden Creek" from New York, I was informed that their vessel would shortly
be leaving for Panama about October 10, 1947. Prior to receiving this recent
letter from the MacMillan's their last letter was mailed from Manila en route
to China, In that letter they informed me that they would be at sea a total
of approximately 60 days since their departure from New York before they would |
arrive at their destination,

During the interval, I haq:foregoaa the pleasure of writing to them to
keep them informed of the activities of the Co-operative Committee and the
JCCA and the good work that was being continued where they had left off as
it was thought possible by the MacMillan's that letters with any reference to
Japanese, notwithstanding that they be Canadian citizens, might not be received

- with any degree of welcome in Taiwan owing to wer instilled hatred, But from |
-+ these present letters from the MacMillan's, I gather that these fears are now
“- groundless and I shall be very happy to keep in close touch with ‘them regard-
- ing our work in Canada. ‘ Fhee ¥ i - L '
AL v : Sincerely yours,

GEORGE TANAKA, Natiohal Executive Seqy,|
National Japanese Canadian Citizens Ass'n,

Mackay Memorial Hospital,
Taipeh, Taiwan, CHINA,
November 28, 1948,

Dear George:

It would seem that we have severed all connection with 'the Western world for we have
taken no time off to'write to any of our friends back home, The first half of the year .
was a struggle for me to get back into the life here, Two weeks after arrival I'went
into our mission hospital as acting superintendent of nurses, That méant hot only
facing up ‘to an entirely new line of work with inadequate language and little experience
but it meant also facing up to a time of tremendous change in the lives of the peopleé and
especially in' the hospital where the change from Japanese and German medicine to Western
medicine was thrust upon us in the hospital without a Western doctor to guide the staff,
I spent endless hours with our staff doctors working out a system that would give the best
medical care*to the many patients that came to our doors, We used a mixed languagé of
Japanese, German, Formosan, English and Mandarin, How we struggled to understand each
other and the many medical terms and the new medicines that came in from all the coun-
tries of the world through UNNRA and later IRC in Shanghai, It was all a great experi-
ence -for me and very worthwhile for all that was accomplished in getting the institution
on a firm footing, Now, of course, we face other problems of inflation and scarcities
of food, etcs, but we 'have forged a strong organizationjthaﬁ has a chance of wedthering
the storm, ateld ' ; '

The year has sped past and once again we feel we have never been away from here, It
all seems a dream to recall the war years at home, Looking back now they seem so peace-
ful and uneventful after this year of "shaking events", However, we eagerly read eveéry
bit of Canadian and American news that we can lay hands on even if it is two or three
months late. We are still waiting for the "post mortem" on the American election, Papers
from the States take a full month, from Canada and Britain six weeks. Airmail letters
come in five to seven days so we are‘not too much cut off from the recent world happenings,

How I should like to hear of Japanese Canadian doings, It would seemithat.you have
done a good job throughout the year from a few reports that we read in papers but we
!ave heard nothing about the Property Commission.

And, too, we should like to know all about your personal doings, Are you still at
helm? Is Kinzie and Roger still with you? Is the New-Canadian still doing a good
?heq }{-Q do you stand with the government now? What are the battles that have yet tg
: Jjob* CPE'S would look as if I expected to hear from you about all your doings, I ce
,\Dn? <i;be happy to hear from you if you can spare the time, Both Hugh and I rem;
Yy woul 1+ the fellowship we enjoyed with you those few years and though time and s
‘%;te:;ii is for a period of time we shall look forward to renewirng the ties when we
Apar ‘

h aine. ;
be ag (continued on reverse :




Please piss on my greetings to all the !gang'.- Remember e to your mother. I hope
she is well. Greetings to your wife, Merry Chrlstmas .to you all .

i

AT 181ncerely,

UDONALDA" ,

November 29, 1948,
Dear George:

It is just about a year since we set foot on the shores of Asia after an absence

of more than eight years. Behind us we left many friends having ties of race and culture’
in this part of the world and, therefore, the time is more than ripe for a brief report
and a word of greeting, We recall how anxiously we looked forward to our return. 01d
friends on this side of the world awaited us and we wanted to kwmow how they were faring,
They had endured years of war and had entered into a post war period of social, political
and economic confusian, One of them said recently, "In wartime we had to contend with
bombs; ndw, in peace time, we must get accustomed to barter." which reminds me that as

I write, inflationary prices makes a loaf of rather poor bread cost the equivalent of one.
American dollar Wthh in barter terms is tne prlce of a st%mp for an ordlnarj gir mail . @
letter. o &

During-the pdst year Taiwan has rapidly become more and more like the mainland of
China. With the exception of.a handful of intellectuals or highly skilled technicians
all Japanese have beén sent back to the home islands, Snatches of the Japanese language
are still heard everywhere, especially among young folk, This freedom to use Japanese,
we cannot help but note, marks a striking contrast to the former regimented orders to
"use Japanese only.” The Taiwanese have to contend with many language changes, With
the almost overwhelming influx of mainlanders Mandarin Chinese is now rapidly coming
into use. The disturbed conditiomns in the north are sending tens of thousands of refu-
gees over here, Every ship to the harbour of Keelung is thronged from stem to Stern
with every last person that can.cling to a’ square foot of space., With them come all:the
problems and: perplexities of a country in confusion and distress; glittering wealth:and
multi=patched poverty; searchers after special privilege and opportunity--people fleeing -
from Communist hordes, Amid these conditions, some Taiwanese sigh for the good 61d days
of economic security even though the security they khew was at a low level, ~ Deep down,::
however, they know that, for the sake of the future, frecedom must come first, But with - .
freedom has come a responsibility that is hard to bear, : : A

Not more than two references to Japanesa-Canadian doings reached us during the °
year.- ‘Both were encouraging. One was a brief review of.Professor LaViolette's book,
This indicated the attitude of a social scientist toward our war-time treatment of the
little: 23,000 West Coast minority. We hope the book may be widely read. The other was
a report on the progress made toward rehabilitation and the fine way in which the Japa-
nese Canadians are making good in many fields of Canadian endeavour, For both we were: -
indebted to our good friend B. K. Sandwell of the SATURDAY NIGHT. (The paper is usually
about)three months late but we read 1t through from the E‘dl‘oorml page to Murj Lowrey
Ross!

We‘two have had a busy year; the one 1argely respOnsible-for the running of an
80-bed hospital where samples of almost all the:problems that arise between Western and
Eastern medical practices are of daily occurrence; the other shuttling back and forth
between Taipeh and Shanghai--between College, Church and University work and represent-
ing Canadian Aid to China and Canadian Red Cross, We could write at length qbout these
things, but at present we Just want to greet you and to say MERRY CHRIST\AS

- Sincerely,

DONALDA and HUGH MACMILLAN,




REFER To no.

YOUR FILE NoO,

L. S. Turentte, L. B.
Barrister and Solicitor

BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA BUILDING
PHONE 4331 P. O. BOX 442

LETHBRIDGE
ALBERTA

January 7th, 1949,

llessrs, Cameron, Weldon & Brewin,

Rarristers etc,,

Sterling Tower,

LORONTO 1, Ontario,

Dear Sirs:— . Re; Japanege Claims
Commission

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
4th instant for which I thank you. The coples
of all Exhibits were forwarded to lr.
Mcllaster a month or two ago,

Yours very truly,

L. S. TURCOTTIE,

L ST EM Per / s



10th January, 1949.

Mr. R.Jd. HcMaoter, '

¢/o Campbell, Brazier, Flsher and McMASter,
Barristers, ‘etc,; -

675 West Hastings St.,

Vancouver, B.C,

Dear ‘Bob:

. I have your letter .of January 6th'to answer
also have a'report to make on my interview with Mr. Garson
which took place last Friday: ‘I understand from Hunter that
the hearings have been postponed one further week and also
that Mr. ‘Justice Bird either has handed down or proposes to
hand down his views 4s to "fair mdrket value™s

: * I do not await his oplnions with any great
optimism. o : :

A 1etter has been sent out in respect to ‘the
appeal for the additional 1% to all claimaints. Tais letter,
I think, went out about the end of the yedar so there has not
yevu ‘been much or any response to 1t.4 .

I pas sed on 'your suggestion that ‘the sollc1tors
in each Province should also write to the claimants and this
I think should be done. I will endeavour to make arrangements
with the Committee here dbout this., *

- w1ll write to T Malkawa about the matter men-
tioned in your letters ¢ )

4 I trust that you will be able to put effective
pressure ‘on ‘Virtue in respect to the $3000.00 When' you see
im. _ et

R 'T saw Garson on Frlday and ‘took up three points
with him. ‘First was'- in regard to the fishing vessels, !

He intimated that he might be prepared to recommend
to the Governor-in-Council an amendment of the terms of refer-
ence in respect only, however, to those cases in which ‘the
sale was made illegally by the Navy authorities and subsequently
a letter was sent stating that the sale had been made and re-
questing signature of the bill of sale together with a promise
to pay the proceeds in case the bill of sale was signed. He

(cont'd)




D L
: Mr :R.J. McMa:ste!‘fvl' . ; ‘ ¢ 10th January,‘Aflgll-go' X

took the view in general that no claim should be permitted
where the claimant had sigrned a bill of salé or had ‘otherwise
consented to the sale unless duress was shown. "I suggested’

to hiux that the previcus sales without authority plus  the
letter showing that the proceeds would be made available if the
bill of sale were signed amounted in the circumstances to a
degree of coercion, A (LR e A S

{3 St « & akso understand f rém Hunter that there were
cases where the Custodian sold vessels but thée claimants

executed bills of sale under similar conditions of amounting

to a type: of“coercion in which he has disputed the Commissioner's
right to make an award, & & ’ ' ‘

P Iv may” be that an amendment to the Order-in-
Council might clarify these cases too. However, what I am most
anxious- about at the moment” is tol get a full statement from
you as to the facts in regard toiths sales plus ‘a copy of the
letver written and informmation g8 to the number of cases 4n
which .this situation existed. If you have not the exact number
no doubt you could give us' an estimate.  Upon the basis of
this¥further material I think a favourable decision might pos-
sibly be made. : ‘ - ‘

PR ; I'also took up the question of commissions and
it appeared’ that the Minister was mot willing to''recommend: that
Hr, Justice Bird: be empowered to determine this question' and
indeed: I am not® at all sure that he would be veryanxious for
this to: be' done and'I did: not press him. - He suggested that

I should write a further letter to him which Irwill do sstting
ocut our argument that they would then get an opinion of it
and . if we were not satisfied with the opinion we could launch
a test case. ;

e , ~His: view seemed to be that we should not in
Justice or upon a proper interpretation of the Order=in-Council
be entitled to real:estate commissions oz auctioneers! fees but
that we might be entitled to what the 12% or 7% charged in

regard to chattels for what might be called "management expenses™.
This, I understand, coincides with Hunter's view and I presume

the Department of Justice will very likely give an opinion con-
firming this and the direction will be made to return this 7%

to the clainants.

: The last but not leasf, the;ﬂinister QigoroUsly
refused to have anything to do with r<commending payments for

any part of ocur legal expenses. I spent two and one half hours
-with him and we argued the matter very fully, It wds quite

(cont'd)




®

Mr. R.J. McMaster 10th January, 1949.

clear that he had made up his mind before I spoke to him and
he said that as we had made our own arragements which he thought
were reasonable but had at the same time no doubt entitled us to
be fully and adequately compensated at the conclusion of the
hearings he thought that it was weffrontery” to ask the Gowvern-

ment to assist us further.

I pointed out to him that we were not asking
for this in ease of the solicitors or counsel involved but to
assist our clients and to enmable us to cooperate more fully with the
Government. 1 further pointed out to him that the mistake I
thought I had made was in: asking for too little as I believed
that in accordance with the American precedent the Government
should undertake to pay substantially all of the fees at least of
successful claimants. However, he was quite adament although
friendly and amended his description of our representaticns to
say. that they were ingenious.

He tried to take the last that this was the
same as any case brought against the Crown although I pointed out
to him that the proceedings were entirely a different nature and
that if we had not stepped in no doubt the Government would
have been put to greater expense and trouble in pursuing the work
of the Commission. However, there was not the slightest sign
of him considering our representations favourably so that it
will be necessary for us to press forward with the endeavour €O
collect the further 1%. In the event of lack of success in
this I think we shall have to borrow money and I will take steps
to have the Co-operative Committee consider this. I wish I had
known about your partner being in Ottawa before the interview with
Garson but frankly I don't think it would have made very much

“difference.

Kindest personal regards.

il

fab/mg



VIRTUE,RUSSELL & MORGAN

BARRISTERS,SOLICITORS
. AND NOTARIES PUBLIC

MEFARLAND BUILDING, OPPOSITE COURT HOUSE LE+HBRIDGE,ALBERTA

A GLADSTONE VIRTUE,M.C.K.C 34
WILLIAM STAFFORD RUSSELL,B.A.LL.B v g 12¢h January 4 19}#9

FREDERICK JOHN MORGAN, B A, LL.B.

PLEASE REFER TO FILE NO. 3 201

JAPABESE CO-OPERATIVE CG)MITTEE
CEQRGE TANAKA, ESQ.

National nxacnbiva éeeretary,
84 Cerrard Street E.

‘TORONTO 2, ON'I'AH.IO

Dear Sirs:

He are pleased to enclose herewith our
Trust Account cheque for $2,000.00 to apply on the
contribution to be made by the Southern Alberta
Contral Committee and the c¢laimants they represent,
toward the valuations and other like expenses 1n-
curred by the Cent.ral Committee.

Ve are hoping that before the writar
leaves for Vancouver on or about the 19th 1nst,ant.
we may be able to send you a further sum of 91 000.00
to complete the present payment asked for of a} 000 00.

As you know, it has béen necessary Lo make
a request for an additional contribution from claimants
amounting to a further 1% of their claims, and the
Committee inform us that this money is coming in bit
by bit. , :

Copies of thia letter are going to Hr.
Brewin, Mr. McMaster, and our Central Committee, for
‘their infermat.ion.

Ioura truly,

| {  VIRTUE, RUSSELL & MOREAN,
Lo e |
/L | _

encl. ' - 2

-

Copy. to Mr., Brewin for his information.



/

VIRTUE, RUSSELL & MORGAN

BARRISTERS,SOLICITORS
AND NOTARIES PUBLIC

MSFARLAND BUILDING,OPPOSITE COURT HOUSE LETHBRIDGE,ALBERTA

A GLADSTONE VIRTUE,M.C.KC
WILLIAM STAFFORD RUSSELL,.B.A.LLB lzth Januarsr’ lgug

FREDERICK JOHN MORGAN,BA, LLB.

PLEASE REFER TO FILE NO. 3 201

R. J. McMASTER, ESQ.,

¢c,0 Messrs. Campbell, Brazier, Fisher
and McMaster, :

Barristers and Solicitors,

Royal Bank Building,

Hastings Street West,

VANCOUVER, B.C.

Dear Mr. McHaster: RE: FISHINGC NETS & EQUIPMENT.

The following information we believe will
be helpful in all Net Claims:

We had a visit yesterday from a member of
our Committee, Vr. Makatiro Oga who is a fisherman of
long experience.

He says that the cost of cork lines; cork,
lead lines and lead for a 150 fathom net is as follows:

Cork line =~ 32 1b8. @ 50f.scecrvsnnsceee$16.00
300 Corks f[barred) @ 5f..cccvsvunconcnca 15.00
Laad Line ~ 20 1bs. @ 50 ccvcnssrnosnee 1000
SO0 1he Lond @ TH ccvuspinsnss e anemnass s, 00

$55.00

In addition to the actual out-of-pocket

expense, the affixing of the lead and cork to the lines
occupies a full day's time of two skilful fishermen, which
would have a value all told of at least $12.00 or $15.00.
Therefore the actual cost of equipping a 150 fathom net
would be approximately $70.00.

The cork and lead depreciate very slowlg, and
can be used again and again for many years. The lines
supporting the cork and lead also depreciate slowly.

I presume you are much more familiar with the
way in which these nets are equipped than am I, but in any



R .1 . McMASTER, ESQ.,
¢;0 Messrs. Campbell, Brazier, Fisher
~_and McMaster,
VANCOUVER, B.C. § 12th January, 1949.

RE: FISHIRG NETS & EQUIPMENT.

event I got Mr. Oga to give us a rough sketch which I am enclosing,
showing how the lead and cork are placed.

I trust that this information may be of some use.

I suggest that we call some fishermen who will be pre-
pared to give direct evidence of a general nature regarding these
cork and lead lines. If you have no fishermen available there, no
doubt we could get permission for one of our Southern Alberta fisher-
men to attend there and give evidence. .

Perhaps Mr. Leckie would attend for an hour or so and
admit that the above information is correct.

Yours truly,
VIRTUE, RUSSELL & HORGAf;)
Per Q;XJ/k,/‘l///L’
V/L

encl. =

Copoy to Mr., Brewin for his information.






January 13, 1949.

Miss Margaret Boos,
67 Riverdale Avenue,
Toronto, Ontario.

Dear Miss Boos:

I am enclosing herewith accounts of Jack
Gilbert and Reid Scott.

I have discussed these accounts with the
Committee before, and they appear to.me to be in
order. I intimated to Mr. Gilbert that owing to the
present financial circumstances of the committee we
would be glad if he would accept $300.00 on .account
and to Mr. Scott, that we would be glad if he would
accept $150.00. and that the balance would be payédble
to both of them after final recovery.

As we understand that Mr, Gilbert has recentiy
purchased a house and is in need of the funds, 'we would

be glad if his account ‘could be looked after as promptly
as possible, v

Yours very truly,

FAB:HC
Encl.



CHARLES HERBERT HUESTIS,
M.A, D.D., LL.D,

o

11337 123rd ST., EDMONTON
Alberta

Jan,13/49
DearMrBrewin,

I h_ve been reading your review of Property Claims of the

Japangse Canadians encloged with the peportof the Committes., Could you

letme know to what date your report carries. What ferther progress has

been mads,
I have,a you néow,taken much interest in the matter and s &

think mine was the first article published on the subject - inThe Star.

With all good wiehee for the New Year to yourself

Yours faithfully, ' 4/55

&:ﬂ A

Mr F.A Brewin, Chas.H.Huestis

67 Riverside Ave,,
Toronto,Ont,
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Timpbell,

OUR FILE No.
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Buarristers and Solicitors

CAMPBELL

R.
BRAZIER

A.T.
C. W,

A. J. F. JOHNSON

F. A, Brewin, Esq.,

Barrister & Solicitor,

Sterling Tower,
Toronto 1, Ontario.

Dear Mr., Brewin:

Re:

TELEPHONE PACIFIC 9164

vazier, Misher & McMaster

A. W. FISHER
R. J. MCMASTER
ROYAL BANK BUILDING
675 WEST HASTINGS STREET

VANCOUVER. B.C.

A. E. COBUS

January 18th, 1949.

Japanese Property Claims
Commission - Ontario,

Upon reviewing the Ontario files we find that we
have the transcripts only for the following cases and

would appreciate your

forwarding zll relevant material

in connection therewith so that our files may be com-

plete:

No.
NOo
No.
No,
No,
No.
NOo
No.
No.
No,
Noo
No,
Noe
NO.
Noo
No,
No e
NO.
Noo

1185
1184
1183
1182
1180
1177
1176
1175
1174
1172
1173
1154
1153
1152
1146
1145
1144
1143
1142

Case
Case
Case
Case
Case
Case
Case
Case
Case
Case
Case
Case
Case
Case
Case
Case
Case
- Case
Case
Case No., 1122
Case Noe 1121
Cases 1118 &119-
Case No. 1117 =
case No. 1116 -
Case No. 1115 =

[N A T R N A B |

Sadamu Sato

Matsuo Shimano & Shogoro Shimano
Mrs, Misao Hoita
Frederick Takeo Kato
Jack Toshio Oki

Mrs. Akiko Igashira
Naoichi Karatsu
Tadaichi Okada

Itsuo Orida

Shigeo Sugiura

Mrs, Taeka Watanabe
Mrs, Kei Hayashi
Shitsuyo Nobuoka
Harry Ryotaro Nobuoka
Hisa Takiguichi

Jin Ide

Taiji Tabuchi

Hisa & Gengiro Mori
Tayoshi Hiramatsu
Ryatoro Nakamura
Otokichi Okazaki
Frank Hatanaka & Shuzo Hatanaka
Yuhey Matsugu

Mrs, Chise Saito
Ritsuichi Uyeno



Mr. Brewin: January 18th, 1949,

Yoshio Matsui

Mrs, Shizue Matsui
Ai Adachii

Juichi Nakatsu
Magozo Matsumoto
Toru Maruya

Mrs., Masa Teramura
Mrs. Koto Kovanagi
Eizaburo Kitagawa
Kesaguma Uchimaru
Yoshinori Goryo
Akiyasu Masuhara
Tomiheu Fujiwara

Case No, 1114
Case No, 1113
Case No, 1112
Case No, 1100
Case No., 1099
Case No, 1098
Case No, 1097
Case No, 1095
Case No, 1094
Case No. 1093
Case No, 1092
Case No, 1091
Case No. 1090

Yours truly,

CAMPBELL BRAZIER FISHER & McMASTER,

Per:/g%'/Z?,
MM

F.S, Re: Mitsuzo Nakagawa, The file concerning this
claim was forwarded to vou by letter of October 2nd. As
it is one of the files chosen for category purposes, we
would appreciate your forwarding it to us by return mail,



Januvary 24; 1949.

Mr. R, J. McMaster, :

c/o Messrs. Campbell,Brazier,Fisher & McMaster,
Barristers.

675 West Hastings Street,

Vancouver, B.C.

Dear Bob:

Thank you:for your letter of January
21st. . I'wondered if it would be possible for you to
send me the evidence given in respect to the "forced
sales® of fishing vessels. I am particularly anxious.
also to havée a. copy of. the letters which:I understood
were sent to the claimants telling them that their boats
had been sold and in effect that theyicould get their
money if they signed the bill of sale.

The $2000.00 was received by the CGo-oper-
ative Committee from Mr, Virtue with a promise: of a fur-
ther $1000.00.

There is a meeting of the Committee on Wed-
nesday and I will report to you the situation at that
time. I understand that approximately another §2000.00
has been received already through the general appeal.

In connection with Mr. Shoji, I am sure your
suggestion will be quite satisfactory to Mr. Shoji.

Yours sincerely,

FAB:HC W



19th January, 1949.

HMr. George Y. Shoji,
343 lansdowne Avenue,
Chatham, Ont.

Dear Mr. Shoji:

: | I have received your letter of January
8th and note that you do not wish to have your lands
returned to you at the present time owing to the poor
condition in which it is at the present time.

I have sent your letter to Mr. McMaster
and he will call it to the attention of the Commissiocner.

Yours sincerely,

fab/mg




VIRTUE, RUSSELL & MORGAN

BARRISTERS,SOLICITORS
‘ AND NOTARIES PUBLIC

MEFARLAND BUILDING, OPPOSITE COURT HOUSE LETHBRIDGE,ALBERTA

A GLADSTONE VIRTUE M. C K C

WILLIAM STAFFORD RUSSELL,B.A.LLEB zétrl Janl'lary ? 1 91}9

FREDERICK JOHN MORGAN BA.LLB.

PLEASE REFER TO FILE NO. 3 201

R. J. McMASTER, ESQ.,

¢/o Messrs. Campbell, Brazier, Fisher
and McHaster,

Barristers and Solicitors,

Royal Bank Building,

675 West Hastings Street,

VANCOUVER, B.C.

Dear Mr. McMaster:

I have just finished reading over the last
of the evidence given in November and December by V.L.A.
Appraisers.

I stated to dictate a memorandum for my own
sake, but it occurred to me that it might be of general
interest so I am forwarding a copy to you and one to Mr,
Brewin, merely for what it may be worth.

While the evidence is still fresh in my memory
I record that I came to the following conclusions:-

p 5 In every instance the Appraisers made their

appraisals "purely from an agricultural viewpoint".

2% In practically every instance they admitted

that they disregarded every other "potential.



, SPETI SRR
R. J. McMASTER, &8Q.,

VANCOUVaR, B.C. , 26th January, 1949

) P Mr. Justice Bird commented in nearly every case
to the above effect so that it would appear that he has this

firmly in his mind.

L The wvalue of plants and planting, e.g. strawberry
vlantations, even though only one year old, fruit trees, etc.
etc., were entirely disregarded in arriming at "fair market
value™ from the Appraisers' standpoint, e.g. see evidence of

Plumbly 994, 950 and 951.

5 Kearly all of the Appraisers admitted that they
made no allowance for specialized features such as chicken
farms, green-houses, and other highly developed types of

farming.

e Hearly all the Appraisers admitted under cross-
examination {often in answer to the Commissioner himself)
that they had made their appraisals with at least one e on
the probability that the land would be bought under the V.L.A.
It was evident that they had been warned not to admit this

as they gave their evidence with reluctance.

7. | From remarks made from time to time by the
Commissioner, and his own cross~exanmination of the witnesses,
I believe we are justified in assuming that the Commissioner
is convinced that ,whether they admitted it or not, these

Appraisers were appraising solely from the V.L.A. viewpoint.

At



3 'J . }"CF{A?TER, 58;’.- »
VANCOUVER, B.C. 26th January, 1949

- -

8. All the Appraisers admitted that their appraisals

ware conservative and cautious.

9. Practically all the Appraisers admitted that
there had been a considerable upturn in values between 1942
when their appraisals were made, and 1943 when the V.L.A.

purchase was consummated.

10. It will be noted that nearly all the Appraisers
gained almost all their experience in valuing lands as

representatives of the 5.5.B. They had little experience in

private appraisal.

i3« The Commissioner intends to take into account
"every possible potentiality"™ that the properties may have had,
but these men, (i.e. the Appraisers), were not approaching it

from that point of view (see pages 768 and 769).

o O The Appraisers say they have generally agreed to
proceed on a "base value™ of between $50.00 aud $90.00 per
acre for cleared land. To me this secems ridiculous in view
of the fact that they all put the cost of clearing anywhere
up to $200.00 per acre apart altogether from the value of
the land uncleared,

I take it that you will have ample evidence as
to the value of c¢leared reasonably fertile land without im-

provements in 1943.



R. J. McMASTER, E8Q.,

VANCOUVER, B.C. 26th January, 1949

T

5, 55 Grant, in his evidence in chief, at page 994

"It was known at that time that we would be
building subdivision homes at a costioff
somewhere in the neighbourhood of $5,000.00
on the adjoining property.” :

Why, then, did all the V.L.A. Appraisers
repeatedly and consistently write off comparatively new
homes build by the Japanese owners from ¢k ,000.00 or
thereabouts to $1,500.00 or thereabouts, claiming that
these small agricultural holdings could only “carry" a
house worth about the latter figure?

In other words, vhere it was a queétion of
Japanese owned property the houses were written down for
appraisal purposes to tle extent of one-half or two-thirds
of their value, and then the CGoverament turned around and
built houses on adjoining small hbldings costing 45,000.00

and more.

Trusting that the above may correspond with your

own views, I am,

Yours sincerely,

Copyw to Mr. Brewin for his informatiomi.



January 31, 1949,

Mri R, Ja MeMaster, :

c/o NMessrs, -Campb: ll,Brazier,Fi;her & MeMaster
Barristers, '

075 West dastlnss Strect

Vancouver, B.C.,

Re: Japanese WGanadian Glaims

Decer Bob;

I underotand from a recent mestin
Co-operative Committee that including the g
from Mr. Virtue, we now have dpprOXIﬂq tel

on hand ‘and furtner payments of en additi
coming in. :

Practlcally all 'expenses other than those
in Vancouver for which you Wikl responsible have now
~beexn' paid.

: Will you therefore ‘let.ame have .an estindte:
of the amounts that will mow be required in'your ¢pinion
to cover your own gxpenses, mcDonald'" fees,  the veluatson
and witness fees, and other expenses, so that we can Jldse
how much more money we may. be requ;red bo reise. :

Yours 31nceL‘;T,

FAB:HC : Q///%'M LS



January 24, 1949,

Dr. Cecil A, Wright,
Dean of Osgoode Hall,
Csgoode Hall, :
Toronto, Ontario.

‘Dear Cec:

I was out of town when the announcement
of the report of the Benchers on Légal Education, and
the news of your resignation came cut.

i wanted, however, to express to you now:
my most sincere regret that such a ‘report should have
been made which has-forced you to take the action that
you have.

I believe that what you have already done
for the law school, and far more what you could do in
future if given an opportunity, would not only make a
tremendous difference in the whole standards and outlook

of our profession, but would also be of great benefit to
the communicty as a whole. :

I suppose that owing to my political hetero-
doxy my influence in the legal profession will be very small,
but I can assure you that if there is anything which I can
do in any way to see that the principles for which you and
your colleagues stand should gain acceptance in‘the profess-

ion to which I think they are entitled, I will be very happy
to do it. | '

Yours sincerely,

FAB:HC ' 7



January 28, 1949.

Charles H, Huestis,Esq.,M.A.,
11337 123rd ‘Street, : |
Edmonton, Alberta.

Dear MNr. Huéestis:

I now have your letter of January 13th.

The review of property claims was written
some time in October. There has not been any substan-
tial change since. :

The Commissioner proceeded to hear claims of
corporations in Vancouver in November and December, and 1
heard further general evidence from the Government side,
and started last week completing the general evidence of
the Government and hearing general evidence from the claim-
ants.,

; We expect the detailed evidence on the selective
cases on the different categories, to start within a month,
and if rapid progress is made there is some hope that the
bulk of the work will have been finished by the end of June.

I am not at all hopeful, however of having a final
report until perhaps the end of the year. It has turned out
to be a very long drawn out affair, but it may well be that
once the detailed evidence has been completed on a few cases,
there may be a tendency on the part of the Government and our-
selves to agree to figures in the nature of a settlement with-
- in certain categories, e.g, fishing nets, fishing vessels,

personal chattels sold at auction. The larger cases will pres-
umably have to be heard in detail. ;

It is still too early to prophesy the result of the -
Comiission. I should think that fairly substantial recovery
should be made, particularly in regard to the farm properties.

1 have read with interest your articles on this and
other subjects. 2

3 With kindest regards, and best wishes to yourself for
the lew Year,

Yours sincerely, -

FAB:HC LAt y



