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National Jai^anese Citizens Association, .. y. ^ ■
ei r- C- V-n" ,. ' *' ■••■ I *■ . ' •• 'a4 Gerrard Street East v,
T ore ntc, Oneari o.

 r' -.v .; ".r
.-•<• •» , . . • ' -  :■ *. .

■  .Attention i-'r. Gcor:.'

:-j'
Dear George

Hj-XQif cie . "DO cos.pxanenn you and your •
m the brief which was submitted to the •;
sior.'on Japanese Canadian ?roi;..erty. '■  .'H;-

fij
!-. •* r

■;• ■- • • -f <5^ >1 >
■  Allow me. to co::.plinent you and your

ccllea^iues on
Royal Commission on uuoancse oiinau-.an .ruMt-ii oy♦ x.^.

';r> .Tr >
This brief seen-.s to me to be, admirably ■ . ' * •.»-

'  ;r will read ■ .h w - =<
»■- ■ ■ ,y'">.. '-r-rshtv' -y c.i.
> un . v. nv .' '* 1 \i-

Yours Brncerel.y,' . ,- -. . . .i ..jf

,y.: expressed, and I hoj^e' tha-t the Comsiissloner
.  / ' . it and be infresded by it.

FAB; KG



Mr. L. S. Tii-rcotte, L.L.B.,
Bank ox Kcva Scotia Building, f -k
Lethbricige, alberta. . y»'-%., •' ;:tv..>-.r

r
Dear !-ir, Turcotte:

t  ' I iiave i-fad a-letter fron;I'r, McMaster in

1^1 < >•' -

V
.

A:

-.V

'  r^.
X' ' -

. 1 ./.,■•• y. ri. ' i '
. ■ ^» '

;  ,r-

:■=

af. • "2- ; ' • -Tn-'
fhG*-.

" am CO avaxx nirrxioxx ux yuux- - . i ̂ -i J:

generous olfer of attending at -Vancouver for p-jrt of ; •-. '%V:?"-•.
the hearings of the category caaes. :•: . ' 1"*'^1.^;

-n

aat'ff ■ S" --J —
l?"',"V--*i-r' * dees not appear that it will be necessary.

I knov; that Votlr he and 1 were very gratefil
«■ ♦ . » . 1 A

■  ,y .,^ -•' r.-

f  < ■

k ; Aj i= ,i' i} <■ ^ ■ ii-

Yours- sincerely

. x;'isJiafciti::-;. u. .. r rx:;



•- ■- .i2-.-,^ :-.'^ f.- .
i,; ^vii' ■ Dear Kr. Huckva3.e:

Her Jn-Tanese Glairris Goimission • i* " .i-■  , — ■ - ;^&-:fL-t- .' :5f,\-.r.-,. J< t '

•" • ■■ ■ ' U "•'t'*', I have had a letter froia Jlr, i-icMaster in - " -xrv?!" v --

I knw that both he and I were very grateful

does not appear tl4at it \fiil be necessary. ■' ' • »'j r 4. • * / s

' c-4io

'  Ho L-isntioned in the letter
to ask you to forward all copies of

:  — it
:• t hat he would like, me
t  exhioits,otc* ■ ;X- ^

. .With best wishes for the Hew Year.
'» •«• ••

Yours siiicerely,

■  ■ -t.v 'h;. i ^ >-r-,"tv ■. v : -.p'r. .



Qepartmnt of Justice.
ottswci^ L/3,ne,cl3.

•il

v> ' - T". : .

Dear I-'r. Varcoe:

W- , , " \ • •' -■;■■ '9

■: - v
Re: Jajiancse Property Clai'ms"' r;--' ' ''

Goraaissicn - -" rv'  .' t^-'^- ::'-
. ...

»  • ■ ^ .-3 - -i*. "~ ®» - * ■ • - » V *r  - "t* ... .A3,-,yar-H'lif- 3. N

- ̂  - .5 *3L . i satiori with you.
This is to corJTina my telephone conver»- , hC- tH

'■■L"
■Ni?.%Trr

-  "-S "-

There -are a rmrnber of outstanding matters !*ir. cowoction v/ith the Glairis CoraiTiission wiiich I have ;v -■
been instructed by my clients to take up v;ith the i-iin- ?
5  r. -Sc. er,

*■

J

S 'i?-:
• -vr-- '-

0-* -fv': •

T  ■I will be in Ottawa on Friday, and it would ' -' fh ■• ''rk-i"
be most convenient for mo if 1 could :see the iliiiister
and you rs e If on th at dat e.

f-Vi •

I will telephone on Thursdav to see if it
has been possible to make this arian;;ement. , W-

•  ■ « - -.afr-itSi. ". it > " .-.•

- . ., ^ . - ;,;-y. ■ ,r ■■-
Yours sincerely,. ' ^■

FAB:rfi:
isv-ij

W V - V. 'i - V.

«w» ^ k *1:4..* — - '«. f ^

■  y>-'



V/hen I was in Vancouver r'ece.''tlyj I had .

our a^ent t

r ' f

7r
''.'
i'

k-
Ur d..l-'

, . ̂

Klf
ti-r -M •

r, t- •■A-
-•'^3 ..a '

occasicr. to'.d iscuj s your case "betli v«ithMr, IIcMactcr
-ere, and with Mr. Justice Bird, •• - ^

.  • j* , 'A.;'"
rs that "//-ie re pro,>erb3- v:as re- ' ' ^
ns Lend /-ct Ld-inistraticn and was V' :^

It ncv7 appea
tained by the .Veterans
the property of yctei-sns of the First and Secoid VJorld
War, the Governriisnt are wi'Lling to return the property
to the veterans.

■-•-a; ♦;%

We. wrote to you obV.dt this before, and, of course;,
understood tiiat yov did not wish to. roturn-to yciir fart. in ■•p.; ;V
British Oolu:nbia. On tne other hsUnd. rou xyiLl no doubt <

:\r -

ap-px^ociate that as the far.;: prices are :ncw considerably > ■- v;
;t-.higher tlian they were at'the .-ate of.tne sale tc the Vet-

eranu sapd ..ct in 1943,. it is prdbabie .or possible that" • -
your fans could be put bach in. yoiu* raTiC and soli by s.-jents,your raris couxa te put cac.c in. y^— ,
in VaxiccuYor s.t a g^od deal higher prica than what you will

i  obtc-Ln throu^^h the findings of the Co n.r.ission,. . : : M*--
•--j o '

.  --

•  -V

If you wish to consider the possibilities of . this v- di- bd
action, will you please lot sie hnow, and i \yili' ha-vc-.-r, , il
Mciiaster investigate the matter in order to get fuller in- -3' ■ ,:'•{,■
for-aatlon as to ti.e pos.sibilitiea of sale, and the price r-
which you laight expect to realize.

With kindest rs on al regards.
'  ' " V-d

Yours sincorelvr - ;ri.^

.  FAB:KC^ . . . . .... . .

■■ . . - -h M* I
•  . . V, .^'d d; -. I



'  ' .-?r-* ' '■" ''i

VK. - -• - ' ̂  •- ^ ' ■*'

% --^::>f-C- W- ' :-- ''■;"'' ;R. J. McMaster, .
c/o Messrs. Campbell,Brazier,Fisher & McMaster, : CJ^-X % 1" -*'rM
ii

■ ■.X X-txXX- -:

arrisuers,
u75 West Hastings Street,
Vancouver, B.C.

My
* . ^ < >-» Dear Bob:

-rM ■»«-g,

.• ' -'XX i^

i" * •

M"-;-TV, , , V,,'' \
T-J' I- - ! . s ■ » *

S.-

.»>5

tion a
enber.
regard to Jir. Sissuo Moriyama v/ho carried on business"
on Ocruova
the evacuati-
may be abl(
claiiuants, in respect to the sale p-rico of second hand

Mr

ailS- • . • •

furniture-etc. George Tanaka wishes to know whether you:

j' '

Canadian or otherwise.
..y\". , rS'"' ■:

For myself. I am sciaev;hat doubtful as to the
probable value of Miu -Moriyama's evidence, but I should be
glad to be advised by you. . . . ..

Yours sincere;

FAB;KC



i^:'

5^'

pL.

■  ■;'c^'^.1'.-:^.^::,? : -• .^: • v-.::^:..-v^^rC#-
.  - . • 'i. • '-^" *' -r ,'. ^ ♦•-r••^^«• . .^^'\ 'i! '» V* i "j ■* -^ *" -* ; • .-**^4 iL-■ •-**•• '■.<

"  -"->. *5-- *

•: :< w - ■ ■

i- #

•,1 • ■ V-'

■idge, Alberta. V :■ V -#W$:'- W-ll^
;ioii Mr. L. Gladitcne yirtit9-,M<C« . K«G» ■ ; C:-^%./ V*jl^^'.'^'
.14. V-*y.-hi,<a •■ ' ■- -■ >•:■■■ ■ ir- •• 1

Latiibridge

Attcnt

-■•'Dear tir. Virtue:

; *-vV „ . 'SDoaer in rospecw

'■' - ' -!.:?ii
I am dorry not to have written to: you 'f i •.<:i -j

■  ̂ " ■ - - • ' . -1 ■ • ^ jto yo-.jr letter of Decenibor 3rd to
:  " / i • Mr, Tajiaica, ■ COpy of whicn you sent to me, ^ This let ter
; ff i /refers to ti'^e pcsu'ibility of ■isin.'j^ tne evidence of A>ix'-»
,v . -1 ' • ■* ' »5,a_.: i-n v,r^o.- 1-.ni- i-r-. -t-' -L-i <aa 1 »i —r-i r>(a nf >. f^efind. hand

" ■ ■ ^5,i
K

V-.; f ■ l^oriyaiaa in respect to tlie - sale price of second hand
' furniture. I-lr, Moriyaina does not ap>poar to be icnown

, -*--P .- t JV .1

<  to i-'ir, Tanaka or other nembers of the executive of tne ' -■ .,A:'V';"^^
liationai J.G.C.A. ,and they, have not at the present non-

^  ent anv knov/ledse- as to his v;hereabouts. ' .ent any f- jf. • i *
•.i» -

a  -. ' :

t<.'t' . r matter, and if. he thir
't, ̂  •- -..»v.!^^ to find Mr. Moriyama,

= who is thoroughly
Kowever, I have written to Mr. McIIaster,

horotr hly fa.rjili'ar \fith the evidence in tiiis
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OUR FILE No.

A. T. R. CAMPBELL
C. W. BRAZIER

A. J. F. JOHNSON

A. W. FISHER

R. J. MCMASTER

A. ErCOBUS

*•*/ i

W/V o V/.

Telephone pacific 9164

ROYAL BANK BUILDING

675 WEST HASTINGS STREET

VANCOUVER. B.C.

.. January 6th, 1949

Andrew Brev/in, Esq.,
Barrister E: Solicitor,
Sterling Tower Building,
Toronto 1, Ontario,

Dear Andv:

Re: Japanese Claims Commissione

Mr. Justice Bird advised us yesterday that
it will be necessary for him to sit on the Court of .Appeal
during the week of January 17th. Accordingly, the commence
ment of the proceedings has been stalled off to January 24tho
VJe trust that if j'^ou have not already been able to make ar
rangements for an appointment with the Minister of Justice
for yourself and Mr. Hunter that this additional delay v;ill
permit the same.

We spoke to Mr. Justice Bird today with respect
to the matter of our request to the Government for finances
having already forv/arded to him the copy of the letter to be
submitted and a request that he write the Department express
ing his viev/So He indicated today, however, that he does not
v/ish to take the initiative in v/riting the Department. He is
quite prepared to write expressing his views if the Department
consults him. Our impression was that if he is consulted by
the Minister or the Justice Department that his opinion will
be favourable.

It has been intimated that Mr. Justice Bird

intends to hand down his findings with respect to the argu
ment concerning fair market value in the near future. He has
sent out an invitation to other counsel who were not present
tn express any views v/hich they might care to express on the
iblect. I optimistic that he will go v;ith us on your

^  tention with respect to the Smyth vs. Revenue Commissioner
and with respect to the allegation that the conditions of

the market must be reasonably normal.
We have already sent to Virtue our transcript



I^'r, Brewin; January 6th, 1949.

-2-

A

of the argument and have requested him to return it at an
early date, Messrs, Norris & MacLennan requested that they
might borrow it today and we will try to get it into their
hands as soon as possible.

We have made arrangements with Alex McDonald
as previously discussed and he expects to be free from
Wilson's office on the 15th of the month. He has already under
taken part of the work and we feel sure that he is going to be
of great assistance. V/e v/ould appreciate receiving a report as
to what steps have been taken to make the appeal for the addit
ional Yfo.

Not having heard from you since your return East
concerning the M, Furuya Company Lim.ited possible claim v;e
presume that the officers have decided not to applj*- for leave
to file a late claim. Accordingly, v;e are returning to the
Custodian's office the copj'' of the Reports of P, S. Ross k.
Sons which you examined when you were out here.

Commnissioner
Maikawa with
Limited, As
Affidavit by

You may recall when 3''ou were out here the
dealt with the matter of the claim of Tokyo
respect to property owned by T, Maikawa Stores
directed b}-- the Commissioner Hunter filed an
Frederick Field to the effect that 1252 shares

had been issued by the Compan3^ and that 116? of these shares
were registered in the name of Tomekishi Maikawa who at the
date of Pearl Harbor v/as resident in Japan and his affidavit
shows that to the best of his knov;ledge the said Tomekishi
Maikawa has never returned to Canada, In the circumstances,
the Commissioner ruled that the claim of Tokyo Maikawa had no
standing unless he brought forth conclusive evidence that he
was beneficially entitled to a substantial portion of the

Hisshares

sider it would
tion to him.

address is 173
be advisable

Donlands Ave., Toronto, We con-
if you communicated this inforrna-

We have gotten after Virtue several times with
respect to the #3,000,00 supposedly forthcoming from his com.-
mittee but have not received any word from hn-m yet as to when
it w^ill be paid. We expect that he will be out here for the
Chieral Evidence later in the month and unless we receive pay
ment before that time we will take the matter up with him.

Yours truly,
CAMPBELL BRAZIER FISHER k McMASTER,

McM;^y ̂  ̂ Per: ^
^ ̂  -



TELEPHONE;

703
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V

THEGOVERmeifrOF
tHLPROVINCC OF BRITeH COLUMBIA

X.

J. M. STREIGHT

OFFICIAL ADMINISTRATOR

607 COLUMBtA STREET

New Westminster. B. C.

January 6, 1949.

Messrs, Virtue, Russell & Morgan,
Barristers & Solicitors,
McFarland Building,
OpTOsite the Court House,
LETHBRIDGS, Alberta.

Gentlemen:

Re; Estate of Kuraikichi FUJINO
Your file 331^

I beg to advise you that I have rec
eived no reply to my letter of Noveniber IS,
addressed to Messrs. Cameron, V/eldon & Brewin,

I am sending a copy of this letter to
them, trusting that they will make immediate
reply.

Yours very

JMS:mh

c.c. Messrs. Cameron,Wel^,
Barristers & Solicit
Sterling Tower,
TORONTO 1, Toronto,

IC^AL M-IXNISTRATOR

Brewin,

i

■,-1

-A
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Dear Friend: December 29, 1948

I was very happy to receive a few days ago two letters from Mr. and ̂ ^rs,
MacMillan from Taipeh, Taiwan, Since their departure last year, from Toronto,
I received "a short card from Mr.'MacMillan before their departure on the "SS
Maiden Creek" from Mew York, 1 was' informed that their vessel would shortly
be leaving for Panama about October 10, 1947. Prior to receiving this recent
letter from the MacMillan's their last letter was mailed from Manila en route
to China. In that letter they informed me that they would be at sea a total
of approximately 60 days since their departure from New York before they would
arrive at their destination.

During the interval, I had^foregow® the pleasure of writing to them to
keep them informed of- the activities of the Co-operative Committee and the
JCCA and the good work that was being continued where they had left off as
it was thought possible by the MacMillan's that letters with any reference to
Japanese, notwithstanding that they be Canadian citizens, might not be received

■  ■'With any degree of welcome in Taiwan owing to war instilled hatred. But from"
these present letters from the MacMillan's, I gather that these fears are now" "

■  groundless and I shall be very happy to keep in close" touch with "them regard
ing our work in Canada. • ■

■  Sincerely yours, ■ ■■

GEORGE TANAKA, National Executive Secy,
National Japanese Canadian Citizens Ass!'n,'

Mackay.Memorial Hospital,
Taipeh, Taiwan, CHINA,
November 28, 1948.

Dear George;

It would seem that we have severed all connection "with'the Western world for we have
taken no time off to "write to any of our friends back home. The firs"fc half of the year :
was a struggle for me to get back into the life" here. Two weeks after arrival I'went
into our mission hospital as acting superintendent'of n"urses. That meant not only
facing up to an entirely new line of work "with inadequate language and little experience'
but'it meant also facing'up to a time of tremendous change in the lives of the people and
especially ■ in-the hospital where the change frdm Japanese and German medicine to Western
medicine was thrust upon us in the hospital "without a Western doctor to guide the staff,""
I spent endless hours with our staff doctors -working out a system tha.t would give the best
medical care>to the many patients that came to our doors. We used a mixed language of
Japanese, Geman, Formosan, English"and Mandarin. How we struggled to londerstand each
other and the many medical terms and "the new medicines that came in from all the coun
tries of the "world through'UNNRA and" later "IRC in Shanghai, It was all a great experi
ence-for me and very 'worthwhile for all that was accomplished in getting the institution
on a firm footing. Now, of course, we face other problems of inflation and scarcities .
of food, etc., but-we'have forged a strong organization'thai has a chance of weathering
the storm.

The year- has sped past and once again we feel we have never been away from here. It
all seems a dream to recall "the war years at home. Looking back now they seem so peace
ful and uneventful after this year of "shaking events". However, we eagerly read every
bit of Canadian and American news that we can lay hands on even if it is two or three
months late. We are still waiting for the "post mortem" on the American election. Papers
from the States take a full month, froin Canada and Britain six weeks. Airmail letters
come in five to seven days so we are not too much cut off from the "recent world happenings.

How I should like to hear of Japanese Canadian doings. It would seem that you have
done a good job throughout the year from a few reports that we read in papers but we
Vave heard nothing about the Property Commission,

And too, we should like to know all about your personal doings. Are you still at
helm? Is -Kinzie and Roger still with you? Is the New-Canadian still doing a goodi"®  do you stand with the government now? What are the battles that have yet
This would look as if .1 expected to hear from you about all your doings, I ce^
Id ""be happy to hear from you if you can spare the time. Both Hugh and I rema

^ r°rillv the fellowship we enjoyed with you those few years and^.though time and el
larate us

agaxn,

for a period of time we shall look forward to renewing the ties when wj

(continued on reverse



you'^all.
* ■

'  •Sincerely, ..

'"DOMALDA".-

■■ j

Please pAss on my ̂greetings to all-t'he'-"gang'^ ̂  Remamberrme .tQ;.-.yoxir mother,. -I hope
she is well.' Greetings to your wife, "■Merr'y-Christmas .t'o you''all. •••,■ • •

November 29, 194S,.

Dear George:

It is just aboiit a year since we'set foot on'the shores of Asia after an absence
of more than eight years'. Behind us we-left'many friends having ties of race and culture^
in this part of the world and, therefore, the'time is more than ripe for a brief report
and a word of greeting. We recall how anxiously we looked forward to our return. Old
friends on this side of the world awaited us and we wanted to know'how they were faring, :
They had endured years of war and had entered into a post war period of social, political
and economic confus.tan. One of them said recently, "In wartime we had to contend -with ;
bombsj :nd'w, in peace time, we must get accustomed to barter." which reminds me that as
I write, inflationary prices makes a loaf of rather poor bread cost the equivalent of one;
American dollar which, in barter terms is the price of a stamp for an ordinary air mail
letter. "

During-.the past year Taiwan has rapidly become more and more like the mainland of
China. With the exception of:a handful of intellectuals or highly skilled technicians
all Japanese have been sent back to the home islands. Snatches of the Japanese language
are still heard everywhere, especially among young folk. This freedom to use Japanese,
we cannot help but note, marks a striking contrast to the former regimented orders to
"use Japanese only," The Taiwanese have to contend with many language changes. With
the almost -overwhelming influx of mainlanders Mandarin Chinese is now rapidly coming
into use. The disturbed-conditions in the north are sending tens of thousands of' refu-
gees over here. Every ship to the harbour of Keelung is thronged from stem to stern
with every last person that can-cling to a.'square foot of space. With them come all the
problems and-perplexities of a country in confusion and distress;, glittering wealth-and
mult:-patched poverty; searchers after special privilege and opportunity—people fleeing ^
from'Communist hordes. Amid these conditions, some Taiwanese■ sigh for the good old days
of economic' security even though the security they knew was at a low level. Deep down,.-. •'
however, they know that, for the sake of the -future,- freedom must come first. But with '
freedom has come a responsibility that is hard to bear,

Not more than two references to Japanese-Canadian doings reached us d'ur.ing the - .
year,-"Both were encouraging. One was a brief review of. Professor La'Violet.te' s book.
This'indicated the attitude of a social scientist toward "our war-time treatment of the
little:23j000 West Coast minority. We hope the book may be'widely, read. The'other was
a report on the progress made toward rehabilitation and the fine way' in which the Japa^-
nese Canadians are making good in many fields of Canadian endeavour. For both we were: -
indebted to our good friend B. K. Sandwell of the SATURDAY NIGHT. (The paper is usually
about three months late but we read it through, from the Editorial page to Mary Lowrey
Rossi) ■ . • -

We-two have had a busy year; the one largely responsible for the running of an
80-bed hospital where samples of almost all the-problems that arise between Western and
Eastern medical practices are of: daily occurrence;' the other shuttling back and forth
between Taipeh'and Shanghai—between College, Church and University work and represent
ing Canadian Aid to China and Canadian Red Cross. Vie could write at length about these
things, but at present we just want to greet you and to say PERRY CHRISTJ-IAS,

Sincerely,

DONALDA and HUGH MCMILLAN, . r

iT 'hW ■ ^



«eF=-Ei=i TO Mo.

your
No.

H. 0. Surrottf, IttSi. 25.
^arnstcr anb ̂ ^oliciior

BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA BUILDING

PHONE A331 P. O. BOX A42

L ET H BRIDGE

ALBERTA

January 7th, 19^9.

Messrs, Cameron, Weldon & Brewln,
Earr.isters etc..
Starling Tower,
TOKOHTO 1, Ontario.

Dear Sirs;- He; Japanese Claims
Commission

I acknowledge receipt of your letter of the
^t]i instant for which I thank you. The coicies
of all Exhibits were forwarded to Mr.
McMaster a month or two ago.

Yours very truly,

L. S, TUHCOTTE,

LST;EM Per

JAN 10

■  vaooN
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Mr. R.J. McMaster, : ' ■ > :•;.■'> : ' ? *-V ■•: .
c/o Campbell, Brazier, Fisher and McMaster j
Barristers, etc., .. +
675 V/est Hastings St., • ^ ^ ; n^-'r
Vancouver, B.C. ' o* •, ' ' ■ T; o ' . '••■" . -^ ■ o'>■" -'y;"

•\ ' ' ' ■■ ■■ ^ - .Dear Bob: ' : •; ' ■ ' - ■ v*/7^ j^nv-^^...--, ?-
•'- ^' '■= v:;:- ,-- - .r - V

I have your letter of January 6th ̂ to ^swer '% ?;yit' i?
v'''Q!wV .-.* «it

. ^ t *'

also have a report to make on my interview with Mr. Carson
which took place last Friday. I understand from Hunter that
the hearings have been postponed one further week and also
that Mr. Justice Bird either has handed down or proposes to
hand down his views as to "fair market value". . , . -

optimism.
I do not await his opinions with any great

■  ; ; ; A letter has been sent out in respect to the
appeal for the additional 1^ to all claimaints, Tnis letter,
I think, went out about the end of the year so there has not-
yet been much or any response to it.

k '■■h'n j

■

-  •. fc

:iv

I passed on your suggestion that the solicitors
in each Province should also write to the claimants and this
I think should be done. I will endeavour to make arrangements
with the Committee here about,this.

I will write to T. Maikawa about the matter men
tioned in vour letter."

I trust that you will be able to put effective
pressure on Virtue in respect to the ^3000*00 v/hen you see
him.

L  , •' I saw Carson on Friday and took up three points
with- him. First was in regard to the fishing vessels.

He intiinated that he might be prepared to recommend
to the Governor-in-Council an amendment of the terms of refer
ence in respect only, however, to those cases in which the
sale was made illegally by the Navy authorities and subsequently
a letter was sent stating that the sale had been made and re
questing signatixre of the bill of sale together with a promise
to pay the proceeds in case the bill of sale v;as signed. He

(cont*d)
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took the view in general that no claim should- be permitted
w iere the claimant had signed a bill ol* sale or had otherwise
consented to the sale unless duress was shown. I suggested'
to hii that the previous sales without authorfty plus the
letter showing that the proceeds would be made available if the
bill of sale were signed amounted in the circumstances to a
degree of coercion# . ' ; ,

1- \ '
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1 alsb understand from, Hunter that there were ■
cases where the Custodian sold vessels but the claimants ^
executed bills of sale under similar conditions of amounting
to a type, of ooerciori in v/hich he has disputed the Commissioner's
right to make an av/ard.

It ma3'' be that an amendment to the Order-in-^
Council might clarify these cases too. However, what I am most
anxious about at the moment is to-g'et a full statement from
you as to the facts in regard to'tho sales plus a copy of the
letter written and information as to the number of cases in
which-this situation existed. If yoU have not the exact number
no doubt you could give us an estimate. Upon the basis of
this further material I think a favourable decision might pos
sibly be made. ^

.r- >'

-^ "1.
a- 4

I also took up the question of comniissions and
it appeared that the Minister was not ivllling to recommend that
Mr. Justice Bird be empowered to deteriuine this question'and
indeed I arn not at all sure that he would be very arocious for
this to be done and I did not press him.. He suggested that
I should write a further letter to him which I will do setting
cut our argument that they would then get an opinion of it
and if we v/ere not' satisfied with the opinion vie could launch
a test case.

^  - His view seemed to be that we should not in
justice or upon a proper interpretation of the Order-in-Council
be entitled to real estate comniissions 01* auctioneers' fees but
that we might be entitled to what the 12% or 7% charged in
regard to chattels for 'what might be called "management expenses".
This, I understand, coincides with Hunter's view and I presume
the Department of Justice will very likely give an opinion con
firm-' ng this and the direction will be rriade to return this 7%
to the claireants.

The last but not least, the Minister vigorously
refused to have anything to do with r.commending payments for
any part of our legal expenses. I spent tv/o and one half hours
with him and we argued the matter very fully. It was quite

(cont'd)
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10th January, 1949* '

t
clear that he had made up his mind before I spoke to him and
he said that as we had made our own arrageraents which he thought
were reasonable but had at the same time no cioubt entitled us to
be fully and ade(5uately compensated at the conclusion of the
hearings he thought that it was "effrontery" to ask the Govern
ment to assist us further.

I pointed out to him that we were not asking
for this in ease of the solicitors or counsel Involved but to
assist our clients and to enable us to cooperate more fully with the
Government. I further pointed out to him that the mistake I
thought I had made was in asking for too little as I believed
that in accordance with the American precedent the Government
should undertake to pay substantially all of the fees at least oi
successful claimants. Hov/ever, he was quite adamant although
friendly and amended his description of our representations to
say.that they were ingenious.

in

He tried to take tixe last that this was the
same as any case brought against the Crown although I pointed out
to him that the proceedings were entirely a different nature and
that if we had not stepped in no doubt the Government would
have been put to greater expense and trouble in pursuing the work
of the Commission. However, there was not the slightest sign
of him considering oxxr representations favourably so that it
will be necessary for us to press forward with the endeavour to
collect the further 1^. In the event of lack of success in
this I think we shall have to borrow money and I v;ill take steps
to have the Co-operative Committee consider this. I wish I had .
known about your partner being in Ottawa before the interview with
Garson but frankly I don't think it would have made very much
difference. - *

•-■■sP* ...i? y •• i :•;
.1 ^ . ■ ^ir». •% . .i
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VIRTUE, RUSSELL a MORGAN

BARRISTERS. SOLICITORS
AND NOTARIES PUBLIC

MCFARLAND BUILDING,OPPOSITE COURT HOUSE LETHBRIDGE,ALBERTA f ^ -

A . GLADSTONE VIRTUE. M.C..K C..
WILLIAM STAFFORD RUSSELL, B.A..LL.B.

FREDERICK JOHN MORGAN, B.A.. LL.B.

PLEASE REFER TO FILE NO. 3201

12th January, 1949..'
,  ■■ . . . ■■ .• . :. ■ >^::: > v!- .■ ■ : ■ . ; . : . , ■, .. /

^-v .K-r ■ v;'. ' - ..
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■  ̂ -:v' vr- P: -.p.-

JAPAKESE CO-OPEHATIVS COfmTTEE,
GSOaOE TAflAKA, ESQ.,
Kational Executive Secretary,
64 Serrard Street E,,
TOaOHTO 2, OHTA^aO.

Dear Sirs;

We are pleased to enclose herewith our
Trust Account cheque for i^2,000,00 to apply on the
contribution to be made by the Southern Alberta
Contral Cojamittee and the claimants they represent,
toward the valuations and other like expenses in
curred by the Central Committee.

r  h:;': ':cC^- '#. ..;'
■ •:Ta • !-■>■ •' ̂ ''2^ V ■•;' i vv

■  •■r'.- V j'' . ■ . ■,j

.1.1 %:

A-,-v-■ j.T •, .r.T\w";i

'is- '': ,

V

Ve are hoping that before the writer
leaves for Vancouver on or about the 19th instant
we may be able to send you a fiorthsr sum of ^1,000,00
to complete the present payment asked for of $3>000.00.

■ - ■' ■ .( '. , •

l-^>.
''*■•->
:V>'

4-V-
V -ivv^

As you know, it has been necessary to make
a request for an additional centri.butivn from claimants
amounting to a further of their claims, and the
Committee inform us that this money is coming in bit

,  .-'i-..' .1- .. -

by bit.

Copies of this letter are i^oing to Kr.
Srewin, Air. Alctiaster, and our Central Committee, for
their information.

' • ■ «*!• •«• »•'";
.  ■■..I ■..\V-..^' •'
'  >1 •

V*/'

. ' -.x

Tours truly,

I  VIRTUE, RUSSELL & m
Per -

•  X'-XX ^X'Xi: ^

■AH.: v:

K>:
Ifev'l

■•. r-
■ \-

"vV.W..

encl. ' "7; 7:::7 ;.^::77y^y^:■■■-^:■- ■ '

Copy to Mr. .Brewi.n for his. information.
•viJ. ■ •' ■'- ^ . ■ . * . . V .. W - \ . , V

'■ ' "■ ■: ' tl'-. 1 T ' : * '..—■•31 • -. • lev.* . -.. .
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VIRTUE, RUSSELL & MORGAN

BARRISTERS. SOLICITORS

AND NOTARIES PUBLIC
t
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t^cpARLAND BUILDING,OPPOSITE COURT HOUSE LETHBRIDGE,ALBERTA

A GLADSTONE VIRTUE. M C .K C

WILLIAM STAFFORD RU SSELL. B.A..LL.B

FREDERICK JOHN MORGAN.B.A.,LL.B.

12th January, 1949

PLEASE REFER TO FILE NO. ^

ii>c ro.-k am

' UEi ttv%t Informat 1 ̂ --n r^- .s/' #<«•'
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H. J. McMSTER, ESQ.,
c, o Messrs. Campbell, Brazier, Fisher

T, J •• f 'ur JT »-■ -3^Barristers and bolicitors,
Royal Bank Building,
Hastings Street West,
VAKCOUTER, B.C.

Dear Mr. McMaster: RE: FISHING RETS & EQUIP^IEIH'.

The following information we believe v/ill
be helpful in all Net Claims:

We had a visit yesterdajr from a member of
our Committee, Mr. Makatiro Oga who is a fisherman of
long experience.

He says that the cost of cork lines; cork,
lead lines and lead for a 150 fathom net is as follows:

Cork line -^2 lbs. @ 50^ ^16.00
300 Corks tarred) @ 5i 15-00
Lead Line - 20 lbs. @ 50^ 10.00
200 lbs Lead @ 7^... 14.00

^55.00

In addition to the actual out-of-pocket
exoense, the affixing of the lead and cork to the lines^
occupies a full day^s time of two skilful fishermen, which
would have a value all told of at least ^12.00 or ^l5.00.
Therefore the actual cost of equipping a 150 fathom net
would be approximately ^70.00.

The cork and lead depreciate very slowlg, and
can be used again and again for many years. The linessupporting the cork and lead also depreciate slowly.

I presume you are much more familiar with the
way in vdiich these nets are equipped than am I, but in any
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R5: FTSHIHB IISTS ̂  £QUIP?^NT. •  -I

event I got Mr. Oga to give us a rough sketch which I am enclosing,
showing how the lead and cork are placed.

I trust that this information may be of some use.

I suggest that we call some fishermen who will be pre
pared to give direct evidence of a general nature regarding these
cork and lead lines. If you have no fishermen available there, no
doubt we could get permission for one of our Southern Alberta fisher
men to attend there and give evidence.

Perhaps Mr. Leckie would attend for an hour or so and
admit that the above information is correct.

Yours truly,

VIRTUE, RUSSELL & MORGAN,;

Per

V/L
end.

oopv to Mr. Brevrin for his information.
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January 13', 19i^ J

Miss Ifergaret Boos,
67 Riverdale Avenue
Toronto, Ontario

Dear Miss Boos:i  - V'1^

c. • « - j..-4r-<-v '
■•^-" ■> ^ ^'J "■-■

^  j'* I am enclosing herewith accounts of Jack
Gilbert and Raid dcott.

' V "; tPrv > ^

,-J I

.--■»«•

•-* (

I have discussed these accounts with the
Committee before and they appear to. me to be in
order. I intimated to Mr. Gilbert that owii^ to the
present financial circumstances of the committee we
vfovld be glad if he would accept $300.00 on account
and to ocott, that we would be glad if he would
accept $150.00 and that the balance would be payable
to both of them after final recovery.

5

As v;e understand that Mr. Gilbert has recently
purchased a house and is in need of the funds, we would
be glad if his account could be looked after as promptly
as possible.

FAB:HC
End.

Yours very truly, ■V/
r« '• .

t  - ■ i ■
.fct>

i- -
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CHARLES HERBERT HUESTIS,
M.A.. D.D., LL.D.

11337 123rd ST., EDMONTON
Alberta

Jan,13/49

DaarMrBrewln,

I h^ve been reading your review of property Glaima of the

Japanese Canadians enclosed w#th the ppportof the Committee. Could you
letme know to what date your report carries, what farther progress has
been made,

I have,a you nfcow,taken much interest in the matter and t

think mine was the first article published on the subject - inThe star.

With all good wiehae for the New Year to yourself

Mr F.A Brewin,
67 Riverside Ave,,
Toronto,Ont,

Yours faithfully.

Chas.H.Huestis

^ r ^ . .. W

■.*

*4



Telephone pacific 9164

ISarrisiera att^ ̂ oliritora

A. T. R. CAMPBELL

C. W. BRAZIER

A. J. F. JOHNSON

A. W. FISHER

R. J. MCMASTER

A. E. COBUS

ROYAL BANK BUILDING

67S WEST HASTINGS STREET

VANCOUVER. B.C.
OUR PILE No.

January 18th, 1949.

F. A, Brewin, Esq.,
Barrister & Solicitor,
Sterling Tower,
Toronto 1, Ontario.

Dear I^lr, Brewin: Re: Japanese Property Claims
Commission - Ontario,^

Upon reviewing the Ontario files we find that we
have the transcripts only for the following cases and
would appreciate your forwarding all relevant material
in connection therewith so that our files may be com
plete:

Case No. 1185 — Sadamu Sato

Case No. 1184 — Matsuo Shimano & Shogoro Shimano
Case No. 1183 — Mrs. Misao Hoita

Case No. 1182 - Frederick Takeo Kato
Case No. 1180 - Jack Toshio Oki

Case No. 1177 - ^1rs. Akiko Igashira
Case Noo 1176 — Naoichi Karatsu

Case No. 1175 - Tadaichi Okada

Case No. 1174 - Itsuo Orida

Case Noo 1172 - Shigeo Sugiura
Case No. 1171 - Mrs, Taka Watanabe

Case No. 1154 - Mrs. Kei Hayashi
Case No. 1153 - Shitsuyo Nobuoka
Case No. 1152 - Harry Ryotaro Nobuoka
Case No. 1146 - Hisa Takiguichi
Case No. 1145 - Jin Ide
Case No. 1144 - Taiji Tabuchi
Case No. 1143 - Hisa & Gengiro Mori
Case No. 1142 - Tayoshi Hiramatsu
Case No. 1122 - Ryatoro Kakamura
Case No. 1121 — Otokichi Okazaki
Cases 3118 &119I- Frank Hatanaka &■. Shuzo Hatanaka
Case No. 1117 - Yuhey Matsugu
Case No. 1116 - Mrs. Chise Saito
Case No. 1115 - Ritsuichi Uyeno
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Case No, III4 - Yoshio Matsui
Case No, III3 - Mrs. Shizue Matsui
Case No, 1112 - Ai Adachii
Case No, 1100 - Juichi Nakatsu
Case No, 1099 - Magozo Matsumoto
Case No, I09S - Toru Maruya
Case No, 1097 - Mrs. Masa Teranura
Case No, 1095 - Mrs, Koto Koyanagi
Case No, 1094 - Eizaburo Kitagawa
Case No, 1093 - Kesaguma Uchimaru
Case No, 1092 - Yoshinori Goryo
Case No, IO9I - Akiyasu Masuhara
Case No, I090 - Tomiheu Fujiwara

MM

Yours truly,

CAI4PBELL BRAZIER FISHER & McMSTER,

Per

P.S, Re: Mitsuzo Nakagawa, The file concerning this
claim was forv^arded to ^/ou by letter of October 2nd. As
it is one of the files chosen for category purposes, we
would appreciate your forwarding it to us by return mail.
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Mr. R, .J, McMaster,
i. ".^w-
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c/o Messrs. Cam?beil,Brazier,Fishei' & McJIaster,yr:;v >V¥^>
Barristers,
675 West Hastings Street, ' \ ■ ' '^< f'i'.'^

^ Jv -iK.

Vancouver, B.C.

Dear Bob:

"•- .>r.- .

»"■ • f •

Thank you for your letter of January
21st. I wondered if it would be possible for you to
send rae the evidence given in respect to the '"forced
sales" of fishing vessels. I am particuJ-arly anxious
also to have a copy of the letters which I understood

- ,. - K j '- ■ - .
r.-v-y ̂ 4^

^>-wn -j

•  «.>. >.» tV 14 -
-  .A ->

'  , '■ i. . '

were sent to the claimants telling ohera that their boats
had been sold and in effect that ti-,ey could get their
money if they signed the bill of sale, '

h S.t. ■ -:■
.pj rv. ?:.
' ' •• u '- • • . S*

The ;tf2000.00 v/as received by the Go-oper
ative Committee from Mr. Virtue with a promise of a fur
ther ^1000.00.

/j...

There is a meeting of the Committee on Wed
nesday and I will report to you the situation at that
time. I understand that approximately another ^2000.00
has been received already through the general appeal.

;,i

:-h '"-lu

mm•: • A
s. ^

In connection vath Mr, Shoji, I am sure your . "
suggestion will be quite satisfactory to Mr. Shoji.

Yours sincerely,

my r
I. . A -'"?

FAB:HC
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Mr, George Y. Shoji,
34J Lansdowne Avenue,
Chatham, Ont. '"It:

-- A-fc ' » < «

Dear Mr. Shoji:

!a..-

'  "" *'
.  i / , ■ 4' - .'-■■ii '
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I have received your letter of January
Sth and note that you do not v/ish to have your lands
returned to you at the present time owing to the poor
condition in which it is at the present time.

.  ;*,

I have sent your letter to .Mr, McMaster
and he will call it to the attention of the Gomraissioner.

. v ?vr .i i

Yours sincerely,
,  .■'V ft -'-.



T

VIRTUE, RUSSELL & MORGAN

BARRISTERS. SOLICITORS

AND NOTARIES PUBLIC

MCFARLAND BUILDING, OPPOSITE COURT HOUSE LETH BRIDGE,ALBERTA -rx r- , 19^9

A GLADSTONE VIRTUE.M C.K C . - _ - ^
WILLIAM STAFFORD RUSSELL, B,A..LL.B. Zutfl ^
FREDERICK JOHN MORGAN. B A., LL.B.

320XPLEASE REFER TO FILE NO.

'T)a: vsi ̂

rrL.fV

a. J. McMASTEE, SS^4,, , ^
c/o Messrs. Campb^.l, Brazier, Fisher

and McJ-iaster, ^ ^
Barristers and Solicitors ,
Royal Bank Building,
675 ̂ 'sest Hastings Street,
7ANC0UVER, B.C.

Dear Mr. McMaster:

I have just finished reading over the last

of the evidence given in Kovember and December by V.L.A.

Appraisers.

I stated to dictate a memorandum for my own

sake, but it occui*red to ms that it might be of general

interest so I am forwarding a copy to you and one to Mr.

Brewin, merely for what it may be worth.

Wliile the evidence is still fresh in my memory

I record that I came to the following conclusions

In every instance the Appraisers made their

appraisals "purely from an agricultural viewpoint".

2. In practically every instance they admitted ̂

that they disregarded every other "potential". -

-  • ..Ls
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3. Mr. Justice Bird commented in nearly every case

to the abov^e effect so that it would appear that he has this

firmly in his mind,

4. The value of plants and planting, e.g. strav?berry

plantations, even though only one year old, fruit treos, etc,

etc., were entirely disregarded in arriKing at "fair market

value" from the Appraisers* standpoint, e.g. see evidence of

Plunbly 994, 950 and 951.

5. Nearly all of the Appraisers admitted that they

made no allowance for specialised features such as chicken

farms, green-houses, and other highly developed types of

farming.

6. Nearly all the Appraisers admitted under cross-

examination {often in answer to the Commissioner himself)

that they had made their appraisals -with at least one on

the probability that the land would be bought under the V.L.A.

It was evident that they had been warned not to admit this

as they gave their evidence with reluctance.

7. From remarks made from time to time by the

Commissioner, and his own cross-examination of the witnesses,

I believe we are Justified in assuming that the Commissioner

is convinced that,whether the^'- admitted it or not, these

Appraisers wore appraising solely from tlie V.L.A. viewpoint.
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All the Appraisers admitted that their appraisals

Wrire conservative and cautious,

9. Practically all the Appraisers admitted that

there had been a considerable upturn in values between 1942

vdien their appraisals were made, and 1943 when the V.L.A.

purchase was consummated,

10, It will be noted that nearly all the Appraisers

gained almost all their experience in valuing lands as

representatives of the S.S,B. They had little experience in

private appraisal,

11• The Commissioner intends to take into account

"every possible potentiality" that the properties may have had,

but these men, (i.e. the Appraisers), were not approaching it

from that point of view (see pages 763 and 769),

12. The Appraisers say they have generally agreed to

proceed on a "base value" of between ^50.00 a^d $90,00 per

acre for cleared land. To me this seams ridiculous in view

of the fact that they all put the cost of clearing anywhere

up to $200.00 per acre apart altogether from the value of

the land uncleared,

I take it that you will have ample evidence as

to the value of cleared reasonably fertile land without im-

provenianLs in 1943-



H. J, McMSTER, ESQ..
V&IICGUVSR, B.C . ' 26th January , 1949

■J
■ ^ T

- ' i

13.

says:

- 4 -

Grant, in his evidence in chief, at pa^e 994

"It was known at that time that we would be
buildin,^ subdivision homes at a cost of:"
soiaewhere in the neighbourhood of ^5,000.00
on the adjoining property."

.A ■Jiiy, then, did all the V.L.A. Appraisers

repeatedly and consistently write off comparatively new

homes buil'C^y the Japanese owners from ^4,000.00 or
thereabouts to |l, 500.00 or thereabouts, claimirt^ that
these snail agricultural holdings could only "carry" a

house worth about the latter figure?

In other words, v;here it was a question of

Japanese owned property the houses were written down for

appraisal purposes to the extent of one-half or two-thirds

of their value, and then the Government turned around and

built houses on adjoining small holdings costing ^5,000.00

and more.

i: . .

■  \ 'A V ' ■

:V.

\ -vv>L:^-h ;
'.L . .

Trusting that the above may correspond with your

own views, I am,
Tours sincerely,

V/L

Copy to Mr. 3rev;in for his informatiofi.
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Re; Jarjaneoe Canadian Clainis • .'
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■■1 '■- De£.r Bob:
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I understand from a recent westing of'.the .■^"4,'' '^'^,
Go-operative Committee that incladirg the ,$2000.00 . :■' V - -^ •'
from lir. Virtue, we now Lave approximately $6000,00 ^
on hand and further pavments of en additional 1^ are ■ «* .-i'on hand and further payments of en additicnal ■■£w, 15^'are : "
coming in.

;  s-
-•;■<>, 7

-?-r

■■S 'i-'- * '

Practically all
in Vancouver for which yo
been paid.

.,:-4 r # 4^,-

,1^ L
of the at.-

Kill you therefore let me have .an estipja te' '
-_ _t.'iountE that will noV.' be recjuired-in ■ your o'pjnibn'^ ^ '^hr
to cover your owri expenses. McDonald's fees, bhe valuaticrh^
and witness fees and other expenses, so t};at we cajf^ /jyclge
how much more money we may be required to raise, i

Yours sincerely, , r : ; , ■ .v-:<>kiwr^

FAB:HC " .

£i:V. '.'
L -rj&si vi>„-V i.-, - '
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Dr. Cecil A
Dean of Osgoode
Osgoode Hall
Toronto, Ontario

*Dear Gee:
i

I was out of town when the announce ment
of the report of the Benchers on Legal Education, and
the nev;s of your resignation came out.

I wanted, however, to express to you now
ray most sincere regret that such a report shoiuld have
been made which nas-forced you to take the action that
you have.

I believe that what you have cilready done
for the law school, and far more wnat you could do in
future if given an opportunity, would not only make a
tremendous differeiice in the whole standards and outlook
of our profession, but would also be of great benefit to
the conuaunicty as a whole.

up ._>^>^■
•tVi V t
'  -:-« '.r' ■ •■• ,

■ir;.

- - -vr
I suppose that owing to my political hetero- ■.- r>r ♦

doxy my influence in the legal profession will be very small, ''U'i.'h
but I can assure you that if there is anything which I can ' .
do in any way to see tliat the principles for which you and
your colleagues stand should gain acceptance in tlie profess- " \ky
ion to v/hich I think they are entitled, I will be very happy •'•
to do it, AC 4

Tours sincerely.

ix"*-' .. * •■ A' -.-4".'-,
M4

ri. ■>..-.
i  -ij



■  .* ('^ M'

f*•-*

-»V

*• . .

At

-

,*tf ■-fv4-

-a^^^»- '.;A

■  • .

.•■■■ j; t , ■ ■ :

Charles H
11337 123rd
Edmonton

H. Huestis,Ssq.,M.A. j
23rd Street, ., ■
,  Alberta. , . f ^ a"

Dear tlr. H«estis:
'«•

I now have your letter of January 13th.

The review of property claims was written * ^ .'A j
some time in October, There has not been any substan-—■-. raii.?,
tial change since.

The Commissioner proceeded to hear claims of
corporations in Vancouver in November and December, and
heard further general evidence from the Government side,
and started last week completing the general evidence of
the Government and hearing general evidence from the claim
ants.

We expect the detailed evidence on the selective
cases on the different categories, to start .within a month,
and if rapid progress is made there is some hope that the
bulk of the work vnll have been finished by the end of June,

I am not at all hopeful, however of having a final
report until perhaps the end of the year. It has turned out
to be a very long dravai out affair, but it may well be that
once the detailed evidence has been completed on a few cases,
there may be a tendency on the part of the Goverruuent and our
selves to agree to figures in the nature of a settlement with
in certain categories, e.g. fishing nets, fishing vessels,
personal chattels sold at auction. The larger cases will pres
umably have to be heard In detail.

It is still too early to prophesy the result of the
Com.i.ission. I should think that fairly substantial recovery
should be made, particularly in regard to the farm properties.

I have read with interest your articles on thi;;
other subjects.

and

With kindest regards, and best wishes to yourself for
the hew Year.

■^4

1

Yours sincerely,
FAB:HC I


