


May 4, 1949.

The Deputy Minister of Justice,
Ottawa, Canada.

Attention Mr. F. P. Varcoe.

Re: Japanese Claims Commission

Dear Mr., Varcoe:

I have your letter of April 30th
and note tlie contents,which I will -communicate to
my clients.

While I must, of course, accept
your statement that the Minister is not prepared to
offer by way of settlement anything more than 5% on
the Vancouver properties, I must take exception to the
statement that there would be any impropriety whatsoever
in making a proposal for settlement of a group of claims
on a basis other than that which commends itself to the
Commissioner. The Commissioner was naturally bound by
the terms of reference of his appointment by the Governor
in Council. The propriety of taking into account consid-
erations other than those which the Commissioner is’'en-
titled to considéer, seem to me to be a matter entirely for
the Government to consider, and I regret that the Minister
will not see fit to recommend in connection with the Van-
couver properties, a settlement which would remove any sense
of grievance. :

However, as I have said, the decision
of the Minister will be communicated to my clients and they
will have to govern themselves accordingly.

Yours respectfully,

PAB:HC | ‘ | I{W




Mr. R. J. McMaster,

c/o Messrs.Campbell,Brazier,Fisher & McMaster,
675 West Hastings Street,

Vancouver, B.C. '

‘Re: Japanese Commission

Dear Bob:

I enclose herewith a copy of a letter
received from Mr, Varcoe. ' .

I do not think that there is much we
can do about this except to hope that possibly changes
may come about as a result of the election. I must say

that I am not particularly surprised at the attitude
taken, )

It will, of course, seem to me to make
it quite impossible for the Government to offer less
than Bird recomuends. However, I am replying to the
letter, pointing out that there is no impropriety what-
soever in suggesting that the Government which set up
the Commnission should take into account matters which
on the strict interpretation of the terms of reference
the Commissioner himself cannot recommend. :

: : We had a meeting of the Co-operative
Committee and the returns to date indicate that a major-
ity of the claimants.are reluctantly prepared to accept
our recommendation in favour of ‘settlement. However we

do not wish you to communicate this formally to the Comm-
issioner until we have got more or less complete returns,

. “ We will probably wire you next Monday.

Yours sincerely,

P : § i
FAB:HC . ! ; R
Bnel. . 7 /



sMay 2y 1949

-Mr, F. P. Varcoe, K.C.,
Deputy Minister of Justice,
Ottawa, Canada. : ‘

Re: Japanese Claims Commission
Dear Mr, Varcoe: : ’ % :

‘ Following my teléephone conversation

with you, 1 am writing to say that I am very anxious .
is it is at all possible, to ‘have the Minister consider
my previous letter in Tegard to the settlement of the’
¥Yancouver claims, before the end of the week.

g We are consulting the claimahts and have been
urged to give a definitesreply to Mr, Justice Bird by the
end of the week. : ; :

. The main ‘sticking point as far as our clients
are conecerned are the Vancouver properties and most of
the claimants concerned are in the City of Torento. They
have had one meeting and are having:another meeting in-a
week's time, AR . :

If it is possible to report to them that con-:
sideration is going to be given to the Vancouver claims
on a higher bases than 5% as proposed, I think it might
materially assist in getting their approval of the settle-

Yours respectfully,
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» | May 6 49
Co-operative Committee on Japanese Canadians.

Disbursemahts.
1048, , |
Oct.li Paid expenses of Mr. Gilbert ’ ‘ : — 11.80
21 Paid Canadian National Telegraph ; — 5,08
Nov.1l8 Paid Canadian National Telegraph - ; — Le32
18 Paid Rallway fare to Kapaskasing for Mr, Gilbert
| hotel, meals ete, - | 89445
Nov,.23. Mailing evidence to Mr. McMaster | . e el
Deg.1l4 = Paid Canadian National Telegraph ( : Gy L 15, 4]
Jan., 6 Paid return ticket to Ottawa ~ 17.60
~ Paid lower berth Frike ¥ L2 Re35
28 Paid long distance calls ) poies — beb3
Feb.1l5 Paid expenses to Ottawa to imterview Minister of
é =2 Justice, tips, meals, compartment - 10,00
feb,S= ' 3, o2 . .
12 Paid expenses at Vancouver, hotel, meals,satc. & . 51,25
Paid T.C.A. to Vancouver =N sl E | ' 301.70
April 6 Paid long distance eall to Vancouver _ ; i | 15,50
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May 6, 1949.

Mr. R. J. McMaster,

¢/o Messrs.Campbell,Brazier, Fisher & McMaster,
Barristers,

675 West Hastings Street,

Vancouver, B.C,

Dear Bob:

I have your letter of May 5th. Since my
last letter to you I have had a further letter from Mr,
Varcoe in reply to my letter of protest. He says that
- the Minister has left Ottawa and that he is not likely to
return for any lengthy period prior to the election, and
he does not think that he would be disposed to give the
matter any consideration during the election campaign. le
adds, "the Comissioner must be free to make whatever rec-
omuendations he comsiders are warranted by the facts and
evidence adduced before him. I should think that the Min-
ister would consider it impropert to enter into any agree-
ment w&ile the Commission has this matter under consider-
ation., : ‘ :

. I am afraid therefore, that there does not
seem the slightest likelihood at tﬁe moment that the Min-
ister would indicate to the Commissioner that he is agree- .
able that the Commissioner should deal with the problem of -
compensation by reason of the Vancower properties being
sold to existing tenancies.

I do not know whether even at this stage it
would be worth while telling the Judge that if he can sugg-
est the possibility of increasing the amount to 102 which
is the original figure suggested by Government counsel  them-
selves, it will enable us to commend the settlement without
the reservation that we shall be otherwise bound to male,

I note that the Judge is likely to be in Toronto
on Wednesday. It is quite possible however, that I may have
to be in London that day on a trial. I do not know whether
you would have any chance to communicate this to the Judge,
or if there is ani chance of his staying over in Toronto till
Thursday in case I am not back till Thursday.,

Yours sincerdy

FAB:HC ‘,‘ - W




“May 6, 1949,

Co-operative Committee on Japanese Canadians,
¢/o Miss Boos ‘
67 Riverdale Avenue,

Toronto, Ontario.

Dear Miss Boos:

I notice that we are considerably behind
in sending a statement of our out-of-pocket expenses.

I am accordingly enclosing an account which
brings us up to date in respect to actual moneys ad-
vanced. :

We would be very glad if you could arrange
to have this account look after as soon as ppssible.

Yours very'truly,
~ CAMERON,WELDON & BREWIN
per: - -

FAB:HC
Enel.



Miss Margaret Boos,
67 Riverdale Avenue,
Toronto, Ontario.

Dear Miss Boos:
Replying to your letter of May Lth;

1. : Green house and poultry farm claims
are to be dealt with as special claims. I have no
knowledge of detailed arrangements in respect. to them.

Die You iask as to the possibility of getting
property back. There is no possibility of this except
in the case of veterans. If we can get the details of
‘any veperan of the first or seecond world war who wants
his property back, it might be possible to arrange this.

. In regard to ¢laims previously withdrawn,
we do not see how they can be revived. However, if a
claimant wants to send in details as to why they withdrew
it and the nature of the claim, we could consider the poss-
ibility. ,

3 I do not think there is any possibility of
additional claims being made now. I think the Government
would object very strenuously. In .any event the sale of -
a fishing vessel to a brother could not be allowed. It is
only sales made by the Custeodian that are within the terms
of reference. S » : :

In regard to Mr., Shoji's letler which 1 return
with enclosures, it is almost impossible to give Mr., Shoji
any intelligent advice without having his claim and the ev=
idence before me. '

As you point out he is obviously mistaken
about his demand for an allowance of 5% of his claim of
$13,000.00. It is quite possible that in his case as he
has made both payments, he will not be charged anything
more than he has already expended. It is not clear To me-
whether his property is in Vancouver or whether or not he
mizht be entitled to the 124%. Also in respect to his claim
for chattels it would appear that he had only claimed in re-



g
Miss Margaret Boos %=1 May 6, 1949.

spect to the carpet runner whereas he might have claimed for

all of the chanttels scld by auction, and would have got 30%

on these which would have amounted to $300,00. However, his
claim will be reviewed by our counsel if the settlement goes
through to see what can be done to bring ‘it up. I would still
have no hesitation in advising him on general principles to acc-
ept the settlement inasmuch as a new hearing of the claim is not
likely to bring him in as much as the settlement.

Yours sincerely,

FAB:HC | At b -

Enel. NN

P.S¢== 1 have had a letter from Mr., McMaster and he says that
Judge Bird is going to be in Toronto next Wednesday at
which time he may seek to get from us detailed infor-
mation, or at least some information as to our actual
disbursements. I would be glad if you could have what-
ever information we now have available for me on this.
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PLEASE ADDRESS -
THE DEPUTY MINISTER OF JUSTICE

OTTAWA

152189~-1
Re: Japanese Claims Commission

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of your letter of the 2nd
instant in this matter, ; .

During the short period of time that the
Minister was in Ottawa between the Easter recess and
dissolution of Parliament he had no opportunity of con-
sidering the various suggestions of your earlier communi-
cation. Tmmediately following dissolution the Minister
left Ottawa and it is improbable that he will return for
any lengthy period prior to the election. I do not con-
sider that he would be disposed to give the matter any
consideration during the election compaign.

The’'Commissioner must be free to meke whatever
recommendations he considers are warranted by the facts
and evidence adduced before him. T should think that the
Minister would consider it improper to enter into any
agreement while the Commission has this matter under
consideration. ;

Yours truly

S

Deputy Minister,

F. A. Brewin, Esq.,
Barrister,
gterling TowerT,
TORONTO 1, Onbe
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May 5th, 1949.

Andrew Brewin, Esq., K.C.,
Barrister & Solicitor,
Sterling Tower,

Toronto, Ontario.

Dear Andy:

I have for acknowledgment receipt of your letter
of May A4th enclosing copy of a letter from Mr., Varcoe and
am not at all happy about his attitude with respect to this
matter.

If you feel that the door is open at all, the
matter should be presented to him on the basis of assuming
that Mr. Justice Bird's finding that the Vancouver propert-
ies over-all sold for a fair market value is correct, the
Government should give some compensation for the fact that
the properties were sold subject to existing tenancies in
as much as the claimants were forcibly removed and the
premises were in many instances rented by the Custodian.

I do not think that it should be proposed that
the Government itself raise the ante but that the Minister
indicate to the Commissioner that he is agreeable that the
Commissioner should deal with this problem. We could then
make representations to the Commissioner which should result
in some compensation,

Mr, Justice Bird will be in Toronto on the 1llth
of May and will likely be in touch with you. There are
a number of matters which he intends taking up with the
Minister but he does not intend dealing with City property
or the problem of tenancies unless the Minister raises it
with him. It seems to me, therefore, that we should have
one further "go" at the Minister on the subject before Mr,
Justice Bird sees him,

I may be writing to you later this evening or



Mr. Brewin: May 5th, 1949.

SOk

tomorrow concerning the matters which the Judge has prom-
ised to take up with the Minister and also concerning
the matter of disbursements with respect to which I have

promised the Judge we will try to have the Toronto office
give him information while he is in Toronto.

Yours truly,

CAMPBELL BRAZIER FISHER & McMASTER,

er e

MelM: MM
ATIRMAIL
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May 9th, 1949,

Andrew Brewin, Esqg., K.C.,
Barrister & Solicitor,
Sterling Tower,

Toronto 1, Ontario,.

Dear Andy:

It is my understanding that Judge Bird will
be in Toronto for a short time. I do not know exactly
how long but in any event it won't be just for the one
day.

As indicated in my letter to you, he will be
staying at the Park Plaza Apartment Hotel, However,
I gave you the wrong streets. I believe it is at the
corner of Bloor and Avenue Road,

I note what you say in your letter with re-
gard to your further communication from the Minister
of Justice, Mr. Brazier;of our firm,who worked with
Garson on the Freight Rate matter for a while, expects
to be in Winnipeg this week. I have aked him if he
gets an opportunity to see Garson there to discuss
the matter with him., I trust that this is satisfactory
to you, I do not think it will accomplish anything to
press Bird on the matter of City properties as I am
satisfied he will not go any further on the over-all
unless directed to do so by the Minister. However,

I think you ought to see him while he is there,

As indicated in previous correspondence and
Judging from our discussions with the Crown already in
terms of settlement of the first one hundred-odd cases,
it seems quite likely that we will be able to get a
reasonable number of special cases considered which
will alleviate the situation somewhat.

Yours truly,
CAMPBELL BRAZIER FI?HER & McMASTER,

L
Per.éKA,Ufﬁf”//_

MeM: MM

[




May 16, 1949.

Mr. R. J. McHMaster,

c/o Messrs. Campbell,Brazier,Fisher & McMaster,
Barristers, ~ : :

675 West Hastings Street,

Vancouver, B.C.

Re: Japanese Canadian Claims Commission
Dear Bob:

I had a friendly interview with Mr. Justice
Bird yesterday and told him the result of the vote.

I told him that the Toronto claimants were
opposed to accepting the proposal, He emphasized to me

‘what perhaps I have not fully realized, that he regarded his

role as not so much of a negotiator bringing parties together,
but of one responsible for making findings on the evidence to
date and assuming that all parties had agreed to the method of
overall settlement. He indicated, however, in respect to those
who re jected the proposed basis of settlement, he would be will-
ing to hear further evidence as though they were special cases,
if we wished to present them. This is obviously a matter that
should be approached with caution, as there seems to be no
reason why the Toronto claimants who rejected the proposal,
should be dealt with on a different basis from those who accep-
ted it, However, it may be that amongst the Toronto claimants
there are a number who wish to be specially heard, and I will
try to get instructions in regard to this, and let you know which
are the cases in which the claimants themselves seek to have fur-
ther evidence presented. ' '

Mr. Justice Bird is going to Ottawa at the end
of this week, and we presume that in view of the note, the
matter will go forward on the basis of the proposals which we
have discussed. : '

. I am not optimistice about any increase in the
Vancouver property claims. It may be, however, that you can
in some cases get an increase over the 5% based on the special
merits. ' - '

S
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W20 19 May 18th, 1949,

Andrew Brewin, Esq., K.C.,
Barrister & Solicitor,

Sterling Tower,
Toronte, 1; Ont.

Dear Andy:

Re: Japanese Claims Commission.

I have for acknowledgment receipt of your
letter of May 16th,

I am pleased to note that you have had
friendly interviews with Mr., Justice Bird. I am sorry
I have not made it clearer to you before what the Judge's
attitude was as to his role in these proceedings because
it certainly has become clear in the latter stages of the

negotiations,

I am a little disturbed about the idea of
persons who have rejected the proposed settlement being at
liberty to call further evidence. Unless there is some
special feature with respect to their cases or unless
we have some further evidence of a special nature avail-
able it is obviously unfair to a large number of persons
who, having regard to the welfare of the group rather
than their individual interests acquiesced in the settle-
ment. Furthermore, if the thing were carried too far
it would result in a prolongation of the proceedings,
it would defeat one of the purposes of the settlement
and at the same time would considerably irritate the
Judge. There is no prospect of getting at the Toronto
cases until August or Sep?ember in my opinion even with
regard to settlement and if, as I anticipate, I will be
in Eastern Canada in early August, I would be pleased to
meet with the claimants who have rejected the settlement

4 if necessary discuss their individual cases with them.
gr well if this were to be done that I should
It would be as . :
hand a list of the persons involved and some

have before



Mr, Brewin: May 18th, 1949.

noB

indication as to how many would be involved so as to plan
the length of time it would be necessary to stay in Toronto.

I advised Virtue today that you had had a
talk with the Judge in Toronto and had indicated to him
the situation with regard to our Committee., I did not
give him the full details of your letter. However, I
did ‘suggest to Virtue that the time had now come when
he ought to advise the Commissioner in writing as to

the decision of his Committee and asked him to send me
a CODPVe

Mr. Brazier was able through Mr. Garson's
Secretary in Winnipeg to speak to Mr., Garson on the tele-
phone with respect to the City property situation, I
believe that Mr, Garson was some place out of town at the
time and he asked Mr. Brazier to send him a letter outlin-
ing the situation which Charlie did by airmail on Tuesday
of this week. I hope that this personal contact will at
least result in the Minister discussing the matter with
Judge Bird when they meet at the end of this week,

With respect to a proposed schedule of fees,
I would suggest the following:

$5.00 per hour on preparation of individual casesj
"

50.00 d8y " presentation of individual claims;
$75.00 " day " presentation of corporate claims;
10,00 " hour on preparation with respect to general
evidence; and preparation for settlement
discussions;
$100,00 " day with respect to general evidence hearings,

presentation of argument and discussions on
settlement and attendances upon the Government
and/or the Minister of Justice; v
5,00 " hour with respect to general attendances in-
cluding correspondence;

50,00 " full day on travelling time.

I am satisfied that if we all applied these
rates, the total bill will be far in excess of any bill
that we can hope to recover from the claimants within
reason, However, if the rates are applied uniformly, it
should result in the basis of determining the relative

amounts to be paid to each counsel out of what is decided
as a reasonable over-all fee,

Yours truly,
CAMPBELL BRAZIER FISHER & McMASTER,
MCM: MM Per: _/5, 4



May 28, 1949.

Mr., R, J. McMaster, ;
c¢/o0 Messrs, Campbell,Brazier,Fisher & McMaster,
Barris ters,

675 West Hastings Street,
Vancouver, B.C.

Re: Japanese Claims Commission

Dear Bob:

I received your letter of May 18th.,
I have not spoken to Mr, Justice Bird since he has
been in Ottawa. .1 assume, however, that the proposed
settlement will be going through. ' ' '

: ‘A representation from the J.C.C.A. saw

the : judze with Mr. Hunter and myself, and made very gen-
eral representations, the only favourable effect of which
might be that Mr. Justice Bird might be more helpful in
special cases . particularly on Vancouver properties.

' In regard to the Toronto 'claimants who have
rejected the settlement, I do not think it necessary for
you to plan to spend much time in Toronto in early August,
although I am sure it would be satisfactory if you could
spend a day or two in meeting some of the claimants here.

My own feeling is that we should invite
claimants who feel there'is some special feature about
their case, or who wish special evidence to be heard, to
notify us, then your staff could look at the file and make
« up their mind if it should be treated as a special case.

- I quite agree with you that it would be a great mistake if
a large number of cases were sought to be heard.

I enclose a copy of a letter which I have
sent to the variousisolicitors who represent’ us.

I presume that you will require a month or
two off to prepare your statement, and I, if not equall.ng
you, shall find a Vvery heavy job in doing the same thing
myself. b TR :

Yours sincerely, 4
FAB:HC | b e ,/&L/h



May 10, 1949.

The Honourable Mr. Justice Bird,
| : Park Plaza Hotel,
| Bloor Street West,

Toronte, Ontario,

Dear Mr., Justice Bird:

I learned from Mr, McMaster that you.

plan to be in the city to-morrow, at the Park Plaza,
and that you might be getting in touch with me. Un-
fortunately I have a trial in London at 10.00 ¢'elock
in the morning. I am hoping that it might be through
by lunch time and I might be back later in the after-
noon at which time I would try to reach you. If I am
not back, I sssume you will still be here on Thursday
and I will get in touch with you then.

I now have for your consideration and in-
formation a result of our efforts to consult our clients
in regard to the settlement.

Yours very truly,

FAB:HC 4 M%M
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HATIONAL JAPANESE CANADIAN -:’i

B
~ CITIZENS ASSOC'ATION %
| 84 GERRARD ST, EAbT,
A
41

:ronomo 2,ONL

The National Japancse Canadian Gitilms Assoeiation desires to sub- 5 A
mit the attached list of disbursements for expenditures it has incurred -
in promoting work which has implemented to a very considerable degree the
presentation of olainl on property losses to the Royal - Comilaion on Japanoso
Claims, _ ‘

Since September, 1947, the National JCGA hea.dquartera has. aSsumsd Yo
ponsibilities as the central station through which has been channeled to =~
Claimants, through its six ecmponent Provincial Chapter organigations and forty $
local chapter organizations, the necessary directives, advice, informatiom; = =
translations and materials connected with the preuntation of property ohim
to the Commission. ' , : ‘ ; T

Invaluable work by the Nation.al JCCA has made possible the providing _
of claimants! ‘interpreters and the asgsisting of olaimants Ain the filing ot AT
claime and submission of’ evidence to the Commission, i 3

1t has: engaged in the drafting and printing of the clam forms a.pprond 54
by the Commissioner and other related informational and inatructional materul '
for -claimants, both in Engli.ah and in Japanese. e : 3 T -"

: The Nationmal JCGA has employed its full-tine paid orfice ata.ft conaiatmg
of . the National Executive Secretary and Office Secretary for considdrablt e
: lengths of time to promote the above st.atod work, , = l _'

It has been necessary for the JCCA organization to employ 1n Bntiah
Columbia, on paid salary and per diem basis, members of its Provincial °
Chapter executije to carry on the work with respect to presentation of =
claims, ete., due to the magnitude of claims in the Province and the geo- e
' graphical nature of the Province which makea difficult close and ready gon,. 235
tact with the variou! centros. : , = 3 : \

: While the atoroncntioncd completes the extent of the: paid tim work TR
and expenses ineurred by the Natiomal JCCA, it is desirable to state that - = =
2 tremendous amount of volunteéry work has beén contributed by a large mm,.‘,. R &
L of JCCA executive and committee members in the various Provinces which has A
. eontributed to the campletion of presentation of clainl and tho ﬂl\lisﬂon X ;. ‘
\of claimants! evidenice to the Cczm:lulon. g il : Ry

TR

'Iours truly, : A R T }

""‘-‘\ : S .j : GEORGETMK& o :
\ g : o Nesional anmtivo Sccrnary
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oMy 12, 199,

) l‘uatiom.l Emutm Soerctary - 5 months period, Sep‘!‘.. . 191.7, e
to Jan.’ 19‘&8 -oooo.b.o.oao... 31;2506w .

2% '\Iational Haadqunrt.er'a Office Secmtary - 5 monghs period, BB e T
', 1 i Sth., 19&7’ to Ja-nt, 19&8 Oti: % -] 759'm"-',-.‘:' \.'“

(Dra.fting, printing and distribution of claim forms and conslder- Ve
able other related inforgtaagl and’instruetional material in 7% -
‘English and in Japanese, > 8¥nP1B8e information, advice and - :

' assistance in the filing of elaims to. claimants - ‘directly and
“through JCCA channels and' other media. Attending to eonsi-
derable corrospon;;onco on eh;;im mattera nth,clamntg.) ‘

3 Naticnal Encutin Saeretary -7 mons. during 11 month perlod, : ,1,750.90
- ' Eﬁpa’ 19‘.8 o D‘o.’ 192}8 ahooo 3

b Hationsl H““““""’" s Office Seeretary - 7 mons, during L1 moiis ,:)-- A
| ’ ' " poriod, Feby,, 19h8 Dee. ,191.8 1,050.99

(Printing and dintribut.ion ot pra-mting cla.m fom in
English and 'in Japanese. ‘Directing and completing the ' :
. ‘tabulation of elaims, ‘Providing for claimants? :mterproters.
| Interviewing elaimants aud providing for and giving direct
- assistance to claimants prior to ¢laimant's hearings. .
tending to considerable eorrespondence on claims mattera A e A T R
with elaimants. Enabling the functioning of the JOCA:ops &« i . & 0 ¢
- ganizational mshm'ry throughout Canada which has greatly SR
assisted the work of tho Comiuion d\u-i:nz chimnts' hearings) o

B Hational Encuti.w Soeretary 1 month during Muf PR
3 A Apl‘il, 19‘&9’ m Hly, 19‘5900.001: : ' \‘

(Speoial t.rip acrou Csnada to camult with tho Provinom ’
JCCA Chapter executives enabling the presentation of the
Commissioner's over-all settlement ‘proposal to claimants at-
various local claimants mtmgs Further attended claimnt.s :
meetings in various mtru oxplain tha Mtlmnt. pra- e

_ posal, of.e.) ' . .
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‘COPY. FOR MR. BREWIN

May 12; 1049,

MEMORANDUM RE ATTACHED STATEMENT

The National Japanese Canadian Citizens Associabion desires to sub-
mit the attached list of disbursements for expenditures !t has incurred .
in promoting work which has implemented to a very considerable degres the

giemtation of ‘claims on property losses to the Royal (mmission on Japanese
a. ° ; : ; J.

Since September, 1947, the National JCCA headquarters has assumed res-

ponsibilities as the bdentral station through which has been channeled ‘to

Claimants, through its six samponent Provingial Chapter prganivations and forty
local chapter organisationd, the necessary directives, aivice, information,

translations and materials commected with the presentatisn of property claims
to the Commission, e | ;

Invaluable work by the Nationsl 3CA mas made podsible bhe providing

of claimants? interpreters and the assis‘»ﬁ«‘ of claimams in the filing of ]
claims and submission of evidence to the C i P, /] R R [ s

A Vi P NG B/

It has engaged in the drafting and printing ef the cleim fofms approved:

by the Commissioner and other related informaticnal onf dnitructiondl material
for claimants, both in English and in Japanese, { ~} : ]

—
X ——

\ P M
The National JCCA has employed its full-time paid bffice etaff consis?ing"‘ e
of the National Executive Secretary and Office Secretery for considerable
lengths of time to promote the above stated work, \ b Wi
It has been necessary for the JCCA organization to esploy\in British
Columbia, on paid salary and per diem basis, members of ita neial
- Chapter executive to carry on the work with respect to presentalion of
claims, ete., due to the magnitude of e¢laims in the Province the geos

graphical nature of the Province which makes diffieult close and ‘read,v (on=
taet with the various centres, R

While the aforementioned completes the /extent of the paid time work
and expenses incurred by the National JCCA, it is desirable to ptate/that
a tremendous amount of voluntary work has been contributed by a large number
of JCCA executive and comnittee members in the various Frovine®s which has

contributed to the completion of presentation of claims and vhe pubmissio
of claimants' evidence to the Commission, v :

Yours truljr,

GEORGE TANAKA, 2
GT/nf National Executive 3eeretary,



RE: Japanese Claims Commission

Breakdown of expenses for which the Committee billed
to April 28, 1949 by Campbell Brazier & Co

and Estimate of further expenses.

Billed to Estimate

Apr. 28/149 Additional
Interpretors $ 7,8 ,56 $ 51 Ll
Transcript 73 .00 nil
Supplies 69,50 230,50
Stenographic 59,05 1500.00
& clerical
Clerical (Leckie) 3247.54 1252.46
Bank Exhcange 31.03 18.97
Searches 1027435 217,65
Witness Fees 128,60 T2 40
Tel & Tel 219,87 130,13
Postage 12,39 87,61
Transportation 670,68 29.32
Travelling, Living
expenses & meals 2202.35 14765
Appraisals 12,446,L5 35531605
Statistical
Drummond, Farr 308,79 3941,21

(
% Clerical)

- ‘Total
Estimated
i 800,00
73 .00
300.00
15559% @5

1,500, 00
50,00
1275.00
200.00
350,00
100,00
700.00

2350,00
16,000.00

},250,00

$ 21,245.16 $ 11,261.89

it
$ 32,507.05,




fxemNsSHS INCURRED RE JAPANRSE CANADIAN CLATMS COMETLISSION
by

Co-Operative Committee on Japanese Canadians

| Appraisals $16,000.00
audit 1947-48 Accounts 75.00
J/ Bank Zxchange 102.00
/ Caretaker & Hall Rental 7050
V/Clerical & Stenographic 4,857.47
v~ Clerical (Leckie) 4,500.00
/ Zxpress 19.80
v/ Incidentals 4£0.04
¢/ Interpreters ; 2,1185 7%
Vilachine Rentals (TwﬁHN“Q” ) 101E556 510
{‘E
¥ Postage 293.30
VSearches 1,275 00
v Statistical 4,250.00
o Supplies (printing & stationery) 1,189.05
Telephone & Telegraph 615.92 - 35D — {5 7
j Transcripts 73.00 {o
Transportation 707.85 ) <) 47 69
; 2 3 ( ZEyOLE
Travelling & Hotels 4,439.80 _~—~»~J/6g
EORle)
J Witness Fees 200,00

£40,942.48 &

'S'u §6 ® S_r_
ok

& Includes additional $11,261.89
additional expenses estimated
(as per statement from Campbell,

0

Brazier, Fisher & licliaster)

tary, Co-operative
H0E5..49 Committee on Japanese
Canadians



Re: Japanese Claims Commission.

Statement received from Virtue of
Expenses.

Travelling expenses Virtue & Russell

to Ottawa May 6 to 11, 1947 299,40

Miscellaneous disbursements V & R

May 6 /L7 to Nov. 30/47 3.60

Travelling expenses V & R. to Vancouver

Nov, 30/47 to Dec. 4/L7 195,20

Paid Misc, disbursements V & R Nov/47 -

Travelling expenses V & R. to Vancouver .

Jan 7/L8 to Jan 12/48 140,00

Misc., disbursements V. & R. Jan/L48 -

Sept. 19/4,8 96,98

Travelling expenses V & R, to Vancouver

Sept. 19/4L8 to Sept. 25/48 116,25

Disbursements V. & R. Sept 19/48 -Jan 31

1949 66.26

Travelling expenses to V. & R, to Vancouver

Jan 31, 1949 to Feb. 16/49 295.35

Disbursements V & R. Jan31/L9 -Marl? 1.40

Travelling expenses V & R, to Vancouver

Fam 12/4L9 to Mar. 18/L49 142,25

Mar

Disbursements V. & R, Jan 12 to Mar22/49 277

Committee in connection with making up

of claims 586,20

Telephoning and like expenses of

committee $ncluding travelling 103.00

Paid by Committee wages of Harry Aoki

(clerk employed in preparing claims etc) 1500.00

Expenses of Harry Aoki 12855515

Printing 372 2l

Expenses 6f Taber District Committee re

claims, travelling expenses etc, 26,50

Contribution Committee to Toronto Committee .

rie appraisal et.ch : 3000,00 —

portion of counsel fee paid by Southern

Alberta Committee Top Voridc ety 5000,00
$12075.38

~ ’ /‘

L/O7S f)(}




CO~Qpe

C‘O\e%ratlve Committee on Japa

. C2leron, Weldon & Brewin
Barri ghcrs e EE :

G 2 A " g b )

wtivl g Tower 3 IN ACCOUNT WITH
Tovonto, Ont.

IN THE MATTER OF

NORRIS & MACLENNAN .,
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS

311 BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA BLDG.

602 HASTINGS STREET WEST

anese Losses,

MAY 16 1949

BREWIN

VANCOUVER, B. C.

May 33th 1949

NORRIS & MacLENNAN

PeI‘Z s ) m g A 3
\_ \: ‘ ,’.\\."g"

PV, V) U

Liguidator

ITEMS FEES DISBURSEMENTS
1948
May
31 To balance of account rendered &75¢. 59




May 16, 1949.

The Honourable Mr. Justice Bird,

Park Plaza Hotel,

Bloor Street West,
" Toronto, Ontario,

Re: Japan laims Commission

I aft wrttTIn o cynfirm the information
which I gave you Yepdard to the proposals for
dealing with this \mag ' '

 We subsid {mnary of the proposals
to all of our eli - In addition, M. George
Tanaka who is ‘the tary of the Japanese Gan- -
adian Association, visited| ods centres throughout the
country and discussed th bsdls with claimants, and &
nunber of meetings of tha ¢ uits were held. Ko doubt
you will fully appreciate’® ficulty of securing fullis
and adequate consultation withCr clients in view of the
faets that they are scatieped 524085 the country and there = '~
are so many of thg easy to insure that they
have a complete ar nderstanding of the proposals.

It was alsO nelegd

ary that their views be
obtained without delay.

It would appear that all of the claimants
whom we represent were agreeable to the proposed method of
dealing with the matter, namely, that instead of the detalled
hearing of individual cases, the claims be dealt with within

categories on the basis of the evidence already heard except
in special instances.

Some 428 claimants have replied to us author-
jzing us to accept the proposal. Some of these claimants
have wished us to indicate various degrees of qualificat ons.
of their acceptance.

GN&T,
6383



G.&T.
6383

- asked to record our view on

. allow compensation on a basis pe

ol
The Honourable ir, Justice Bird » May 14, 1949,

Some 57 elaimants have either written or in-
dicated by petition that they do not wish us to accept the pro- i
posals., Of these, as I told you, gquite & larze number are in the.
City of Torcuto and no doubt part of the reason for this is that
many of these claimants are owners of Vancouver properties and .
feel that the allowance of 5% is inadequate. A Sk

As you know, the Co-operative Committee and
their counsel have recommended to the claimants the acceptance >
of the method of dealing =g matter proposed, and in general
outline the proposals iy made. We have, however, been in-
structed to make reppfsgmtuticnd\to\the Covernment and to yours -
self in respect to . t vancouver perties. We appreciate that
Mr, McHMaster has al y discussefi yhis matter fully with you,and
there is probably nol {aifed by further representaticns.
However, we have indics uovernment our view that the ine-
creased aliowance migh ied ocutside the temms of referénce

altozether by reason £f the—fwet tIit many of the properties, which .
being ocecupied by tefiaxffs, inevitybly achieved a considerably lower"
sale price than ghey wquld have dpng if they could have been sold
with vacant possessidp.® v = '

0

s

ervation in accepti ~osed

have not abandoned ti

thod of settlement, that they
i

terms of reference were too n@.

does nct coencern you as ComnisMe

0 ‘the Government that the
We fully appreciate that this
, but nevertheless we have been
cise it become timely at a later .
{2 proposal that might be made,to
@vered by the temns of feferauce.
dttee were instructed when the or-
aounced, to seek broader terss of
b\ has been unwilling to accede to

date to discuss with the Governme
As you xnow the Co-o ;
iginal terus of refe 2
reference, and while the Govelsyg
our request, our contention that s eater measure of justice could
be done if the terms were broader, Ms never been withdrawn, and our
clients wish us to maintain this position. '

We presume thut in view of the overwhelming
acceptance by the claimants, the Commission will continue to deal
with the matter on the basis of the proposals made. :

We think that perhaps in the past we have not.
sufficiently emphasized to the claimants that although the method
proposed was agreed to by counsel for both the Government and the
claimants, the recommendations to be made by the Government within
these terms, will be your recommend:tions as Commissioner, and we
propose to inform our clients of this, so that they will recoznize
that the matler is not beirg based upon a settlement between the
Government and the ¢laimants as such.

Yours sincerely,

FAB: NG



STuART Ryan, K.G.
Barrister & Solicitor

KAKBEKIKK - PHONE I (#2 Cavan Street)
PORT HOPE, ONTARIO

May 16th, 1949

Messrso Cameron, Weldon & Brewin,
Barristers, etc.,

Stirling Tower,

TORONTO 1, Ontario,

Attention - Mr., Brewine.

Dear Andrew: Re - Kohy & Tada.,

I received from the Secretary of The Japanese
Property Claims Commission a letter asking whether
I intend to present argument on behalf of these
claimants, whose file Numbers with the Commission
are 1007 and 1056 respectivelys,

I have replied that I do not intend to present
argument, but that possibly the Co-operative Com-
mittee on Japanese Canadian may do so on their
behalf.,

It seems that if argument is to be presented, a
date for the hearing of argument will be set after
May 16th next and the hearing will be a Vancouver.

Government counsel has informed the Commission that
the Government will rely on the documentary evidence
which was brought before the Commission as well as
evidence of general application which has been
introduced since September, 1948, this latter evidence
being of a general character relating to the adminis-
tration of the Custodian's office and the conduct

of sales of evacuee property by the Custodian.

The Government does not propose to bring forward
other specific evidence relating to these claims.

I do not suppose that there is any specific advan-
tage in engaging somebody to present arguments

Yours very truly,
e A

HRSR:FA



I‘ia }f 17 9 19 14'9 ° :

Mr. Stuart Ryan K.C.,
< Cavan Street,
Port Hope, Ontario.

Re: Kohy & Tada.

Dear Stuart:
We have your letter of May 16th.

We have arrived at a general basis which
the Commissioner is going to recommend for the settle-
ment of elaims. ‘It involves a different percentage over-
all allowance in different classes of claims.

My recollection is that the two cases you
were interested in were V.L.A, properties in Vancouver.
If this is so, the allowance should be 80%.

Under this arranzement, cases with speeial
features may have special ‘evidence presented. If you
like, I'will ask Mr. McMaster who represents us in British
Columbia. look at the files to see if any special argument
is required for the presentation.of any further evidence.

Yours very‘truly,
CAMERON,WELDON & BRE‘.‘Ji N
per:

FAB:HC
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H R. S. RyaAx .

‘ Barrister & Solicitor CAMERD
XBREENNIEDE - pHONE Il (#2 Cavan Streé€3'a

&L
PORT HOPE, ONTARIO ==

:
o el

May 19th, 1949,

Messrs. Cameron, Weldon & Brewin,
Barristers, etec

Stirling Tower,
TORONTO 1, Ontario.

i)

Attention - Mr. Brewin.

Dear Sir: Re - Kohy & Tads

Thanks for your letter of May 17th,.

These two claims were for
and were for small holding
had cleared and planted wi
do not know what happened

property at Haney, British Columbisa,
s of about 5 acres which the claimants
th fruit trees and small fuits,. I
to the land when The Custodian sold it.

Yours very truly,

HRSR:FA 7;?41/5;;<

W




May 28, 1949.

Miss Margaret Boos,
67 Riverdale Avenue,
Toronto, Ontario.

Dear Miss Boos:

: Owing to particular circumstances in
our office, we would be glad.if it were possible for
the Co-operative Committee.to pay $1500.00 on account
of our fees. :

We believe that it is a long time'since

we have rendered any account at all, and that a detailed

account will exceed this sum by a fairly considerable
amount.

We will, of ‘course, account for monies
received.

Yours very truly,
CAMERON,WELDON,BREWIN & McCALLUM

per:

FAB:HC e ' T




May 28, 1949.

Mr, S. M, Cherniack,

c/o Messrs. Chermiack & Cherniack,
Barristers,

31-460 Main Street;

Winnipeg, Canada.

Dear Mr. Cherniack:

RE: Japanese (Claims Commigsicn

You may have heard that it is noped to
shorten the proceedings in this matter by having the
Commi ssioner recommend a percentage allowance in qifi-
erent categories of claim, e.g. properties sold to the
V.L.A. 80%, automobiles 25%, Vancouver properties 5%
real estate outside Vancouver and not V.L.A. 123%, chatt~
els sold by auction 30% of claim.

he precise formulaticns to be arrived at are
somewhat complicated, and the Conmissioner has said thet he
will hear special claims in special cases. The total result /}
should be, exclusive of corporation claims, in the neighbour- [}
hood of $800,000.0C. ‘ i
iy
}

We have recommended to our clients that they
acquiesce in this method of proceeding, as we fear that |
otherwise the proceedings may take two or three imore years, i
and in addition that there will be considerable added expense.||)

|

: Mr. McMaster in Vancouver has had a tremendous i
amount of work done by valuators, statisticians and otherwise, |
and is satisfied that the proposals made will secure the best |
obtainable results. : 3 :

i

There is some prospect that the matter may be
conc luded towards the end of the year.

We are very anxious to have in all accounts' fY
legal services, so that we may know the amount of our liabil
jties. We would therefore be much obliged if you could send
us your account. We have suggested the following schedule o

fees:

|




!

&

"II". So i’lo Chefni&Ck :-fa}’ 2\3’ 1911"9-

4

5+00 per day on preparation of individual cases.

$50.00 per day on presentation of individual claims.

¥75.00 per day on presentation of corporate’claims

#10,00 per hour on preparation in respect to general
evidence and 'preparation for settlement discussions.

$100.00 per day in respect to general evidence hearings,
presentation of arguments and discussion on settle-
ment, and attendznces upen the Covermment and/or

: the Minister of Justice.

$5 .00 per hour with respect to general attendances in-
cluding correspenderce.

#50,00 for a full -day on travelling time.

oy of.

>

This schedule has been sugfested by Mr., McMaster.
We 'are anxious to have all solicitors' accounts in. It may.then
be that the total amount of the accounts will appear disproportion-
ate to the amounts recovered, in which event it may be necessary for
us to‘ask the various solicitors involved to reduce their accounts
proportionately. - However, at this stage we suggest that an account
should be based on more or less the above schedule,

With kindest personal regards.,
Yours very truly,
CAMERON,WELDON,BREWIN & lMcCALLUM
per: e
FAB:HC




May 28, 1949.

Roger Ouimet Esq.,K.C.,

c¢/o Messrs., Demers, Monet, Ouimet & Lefebvre,
Barristers, Solicitors,

152 Notre Dame :East,

Montreal, Quebec.

Dear Mr. Ouimet:

Re: Japanese (laims Commission

You may have heard that it is hoped to
shorten the proceedings in this .matter by having the
Commissioner recommend a percentage allowance in diff-
erent categories of claim, e.g. properties sold to the
V.L.As SOp automobiles 25p Vancouver orOpprtles 5%,
real estate outside Vancouver and not V.L.A. 123%, chatt-
els sold by auction 30% of clainm.

The precise formulations to be arrived at are
somewhat complicated, and the Commissioner has said that he
will hear special claims in special cases. The total result
should be, exclusive of corporation Cldlu in the’neighbour-
hood of $800,000,00

We have recommended to our clients that they
acquiesce in this method of proceeding, as we fear that
otherwise the proceedings may take two or three more years,
and in addition that there will be considerable added expense.

Mr. McMaster in Vancouver ha®& had & tremendous
amount of work done by wvaluators, statisticians and otherwise,
and is satisfied that the nroposals made will secure the best
obtainable results.

There is some prospect that the matter may be
concluded towards the end of the year.

We are very anxious to have im all accounts for
legal services, so that we may know the amount of our liabil-
ities. We would therefore be much obliged if you could send
. us your account, We have sugzested the following schedule of
fees:




-2=

Roger Ouimet Esq., May 28, 1949.

§5.00 per day on preparation of individual cases.

550,00 per day on presentation of individual claims.

Q?S.OO per day on presentation of corporate claims.

10,00 per hour on preparation in respect to general

f evidence and preparation for settlement discussions.

$100.00 per day in respect to general evidence hearings,
presentation of arguments and discussion on settle-
ment, and attendances upon the Government and/or

v the Minister of Justice.

$5.00 per hour with respect to general attendances in-

~ cluding correspondence.

$50.00 for a full day on travelling time.

This schedule has been suggested by Mr., Mclaster,
We are anxious to have all seolicitors' accounts in. It may then
be that the total amount of the accounts will appear disproportion-
ate to the amounts recovered,in which event it may be necessary for
us to ask the various solicitors involved to reduce their accounts
proportionately. However, at this stage we suggest that an account
should be based on more or less the above schedule.

With kindest personal regards.
Yours .very truly,
CAMERON , WELDON , BREFIN & McGALLUM

per:

FAB:HC _ W




