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SECRET A Ottawa, October 3rd, 1940.

CABINET WAR COMIMITTEE

‘ : A meeting of the War Committee of the
| ‘ cabinet was held in the Prime Minister's Office in
‘ | the East Block, on Thursday, Octoljer the 3rd, at
11,30 a.m. | '

ok g |

There were present the following members:  _

The Prime Minister,

The Minister of Mines and Resources
(Mr. Crerar), B~ . i o

The Minister of National Defence (Mr. Ralston),

The Minister of Munitions and Supply (Mr. Howe),

The Minister of National Defence far o
Naval Services (lMre. Macdonald)e "

The Under-Secretary-df State ’
b

External Affairs (Dr. Skelt
The Secretary (Mr. Heeney)e

P - Compulsory Military Training - p‘“,;f;:j
- Policy regardl ostponements and exagptions. - :9f
of Egz_gprsonneI Th war industriese. g——
| . 1. The Acting Minister of Natlonal War .
f services (Mr, Macdona Talsed, as a matter of urgency,
. = the pollicy to be adopted regarding the granting of S

postponements or exemptions to key personnel employed
in war industries. This matter had been under con=

. sideration by a Speclal Cebinet Committee who had 2
conferred with the Chairman of the National Labour '

Supply Council and officers of departments 1mmediately'
‘involved. - 52

The effect of the caﬁpulsory thirty day
training progremme upon industries engaged in war .
production was causing grave CONcCerns It was s
proposed as an immediate measure that a circular letter
of instruction should be addressed to boards of
review, directing them to grant’postponements to key
men in industries directly involved in war worke |
M.~ ~Atmanlar wonnld be sup'plemented by 1n3tmtiom

-
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o 16. The Minister of Munitions and Sugg§¥
atated that Canada wes now proceeding on chils DasiS.

It had been decided to take steps to produce =

aircraft engines in this-country. We had now been
told that we could not rely upon U. S. sources, ‘

as we had earlier been informed that we could et

rely upon the United Kingdom. | ‘ o e

17, Rear Admiral Nelles favoured the further
developmeént of facillities for the constructien of =
naval eraft in Csnada.  He would propose that mpon =
the completion of destroyers now building for the
ReCoNos, in the United Kingdom, we should begin
to puild destroyers in this:country. e

' 18, Mr. Ralston pointed out the substantial =~

scale of the naval, military and air establishments =
‘beins considered by the Permanent Joint Bespd oipt -~
Defence. On this basis we would require three and
possibly four divisions for duty in Canadsa g8 ' B

The-meeting adjourned at 12.453§;m,,tf0 i

‘The Minister of Justice(lir. Lapointé);
was present when the Cormittee (without the e
representatives of the Services), resumed its session. |

Japanese and Chinese 1n.Br1tish.dolumb1a  :

19, The Secretaizienquired as to the terms
of peference for. the opecial Commlttee which had been
appointed at the last meeting to consider matters - |
relating to persons of Japanese and Chinese racial
origin in British Columbia. - Sern e

' It was agreed that the Committee's function
should include that of examination and report upon'
the general problem of Japanese and Chinese in British
Columbia, from the point of view of intem@al security,
. and with particular reference to the questlon of - . . =
military +training. : R e

TR 7 N T o S N ARy A S T R i

Africa and the Middle Easp.

‘ 20. The Prime Minister read a communi
Oonmvn I Pni mn-m'rﬁ ater m Afi'ica,t"é?




