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DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE

OFFICE OF THE CUSTODIAN
JAPANESE EVACUATION SECTION

506 Royal Bank Bldg.,
File No. G/9 Vancouver, B. C.

2lst November, 1942.

W. A. Bastwood, Esq.,

General Manager,

British Columbia Security Commission,
Marine Building,

Vancouver, B. C.

Dear Sir:

In the absence of Mr. McPherson, who is in the Bast, I em
taking the liberty of replying to your communication to him dated
November 17th as obviously it concerns the property of Japanese evacuees.

It is difficult, if not entirely impossible, to issue a general
statement which will serve to enlighten all Japanese evacuees as to the
arrangements made for the protection and administration of the property
left in the protected area by each individual Japanese evecuee as there
are almost as many different types of treatment as there are types of
property and almost as many different types of property as there are
individual Japanese evacuees.

Each individual of the Japanese rece who has property vested in -4
is alwmays at liberty to conmunicate direct with the Custodian's A
office and many of them have done so, asking for statements covering their
own affairs, and all such requests for information from individuals of E
area have in the past, now :
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FOR THE SEORETARY OF STATXE

re Japansse property

The Order in Couneil vesting in the Custodien
the property of Japanese evacuated from the Defence Ares
provided that the property so vested would include m-'
perty delivered up to any person by the owner pursusnt to
an Order of the Minister of Justice. This meant thet the
motor ears, radlios and cameres turned in by the um
vested in the Custodian. Mr, MeFhersom, our representative
at Vaneouver, ealled my attention some time ago to the
msmzuolmxmmm«nauum
of the evacuated Japsnese that he might heve his camers %
and redio. xmm-suruuumo-tmm.
‘ommsmumunumumm
& person of the Japanese rece from bduying or using say of
the articles cutside the protected area, he 414 not think
any good purpose appeared to be served by not returning to
Japaness cutside the area the articles they had turned im.

The Custodisn has in his charge some 800 motor

vehicles, upon which we have had to spend several thousand
dollars for mesintenance and care. With your authority we
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otill more startling, that a number of these pecple, who |
are listed as heving deen evacubted, have returned to 1

——
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Vencouver and have in person ealled and demanded the retum
of their cars, camerss snd radiocs, stating that the Polise A
have indicated that they may drive the cars out of the areas
Although 1t 1s, strietly speaking, not our business,
MoPherson is of the opimion that to return these articles to i
Japanese will have a very disturbiug effeot on the white ;
population in Vancouver. He is of the opinion, t0 use his t
own words, that "to a large extent the evacuation scheme l‘ox:
broken down®. i
He flesires directions, therefore, as to whether he
will proceed Geal with the tenders for the ocars submitted
or call the thiag orf. j
I am of the opinien, jJudging by the debate im the ,
f
!

Houss of Commons yesterday, that you should take up the
matter with your colleagues the Minister of Labour and the
Hinieter of Justice, putting the aiffieulty of the Custodian's |
position bdefore them. j
You may remember that at the end of June an Order |
in Counecil was passed requiring the Soldier Settlemsnt %o
o.Momotﬁ-nmm-l.um
with the Custodian, %o deel with proposed sales or leases of
© 7 ferm property. MoFhierson tells me on the telephone today "
that ia mors then one fnstance the imspectors of the Soldier
Settlement have gone to the famy of supposedly evesusted
Jepanese to find that the Japanese owner*has returned and is
! nﬂvnlllnh.m s
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Ottawa, December 22, 1942,

Mr, A, W, Neill, M.P,,
Alberani,
British Columbia,

Dear Nr, .‘u.

The Homourabdle Mr, Mitohell has
asked me to reply to your letter of Descember
15, coneeraing assets of Japanese who have
been evacuated from the restricted areas of
British Columbia under comtrol of the British
Columbia Security Commission,

I would advise that the property
of all Japanese evacuees is under the
supervision and nnr‘ of the Custodian
of Enemy Property. assets of interned or "
repatriated Japanese are held by the Custodian,
and are not available to the owners thereof,

Yours very trmly,

il el b




House of Commons
Canada

‘LBIA;L Alberni, B. C.
December 12th, 1942.

Honourable Humphrey Mitchell, ECGEIVED

Minister of labour
OTTAWA, Canada, DEC 16 1942

Dear Mr. Mitchell: ' 40 Winigtes,
I see in this morning's Sun, a

statement that the Security Commission is preparing te

hand over to the Japs in British Columbia, outside the

defence area, all their radios. There is also a statement

in the same paper from a radio expert, giving his name,

and saying that he knows what he is talking about, explain-

ing that it is quite simple and easy to change one of these

ordinary receiving sets inte a transmitting set, and that

it would be impossible to'!j}cct it having been done, except

by an expert, o

} see Mr, Cruikshanks, M.P. has been
protesting and I wish to add my protest also. Has this
Seturity Commission nothing better to do than to pander to
these enemy aliens? What is the need for it? Could the
Japs seriously be held to be 111 treated because they weren't




allowed a means of communication, which they might very
readily, very easily and without detection use for communic-
ation with their friends and our enemies in Japan or else~
where.

I see that Mayor Cornett of Vancouver asks
if the British prisoners in Japan are allowed transmitting sets
or what could be used for it. By the way, Mayor Cormett was
elected the other day by a huge majority, and practically the
only difference between his platform and that of his opponent
was that Mayor Cornett was out to have the Japs repatriated at
the end of the war, and the other man was favouring them.

Some people claim that this is a post war
matter. It certainly is not, it should be parg of the terms of
peace and that ought to be discussed before the end of the war,
but to return to the subject of the radios, I would ask this
Question. Is it really essential to the health of these Japanese
that they should be furnished with these imgtruments? or 8 1t
part of the Geneva ‘convention that we should supply Olé enemy
aliens with means of communicating by radfo? vt

Then let us ask ourselves this Question. 1Is
It @& wise thing from a military point of view to afford enemy
aliens, some of them avowedly enemy sympathizers, that means by .

which they could communicate perhaps, mot with Japan, but with
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sympathizers perhaps in the States, where they might have
facilities for radioing to Japan, or eves if they only radiod
be;-&cn different parts of Canada and the States, preparing perhaps
for a concerted action, either of attack on government forces or
in some similar way.

Will it help our war effort, or will it
endanger 1t? I think the answer to this is that while 4t might
not hurt us, it very easily might be a considerable hindrance
to our war effort. ®hen why do it?

Yours faithfully,
A. ¥W. Neill.
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® BRITISH COLUMBIA SECURITY COMMISSION / 4
MARINE BUILDING ‘
VANCOUVER, B.C.

AIR MATL August 5, 1

venzrtment of L“

HECEIVED

AUG 8 R
SeGietaly w0 Mhinigier.

Mr. A. MacNamara,
Assoc. Deputy Minister of Labor,
OTTANA, CANADA.

' Dear Mr. MacNamara:

i It is desired to acknowledge receipt of your letter ,
I of August 1st in which you enclose copy of memorandum to the |
Secretary of State fram the Under Secretary of State.

The Custodian in Vancouver has teken charge of motor '4
cars, radios and cameras turmed in by the Japanese. None of 1
these articles can be used by the Japanese in the protected area

by virtue of orders passed by the British Colwbia Security Com-
mission.

As far as ceameras are concerned the Order has been
enlarged to prohibit the use of cameras by Japanese not only
in the protected area but in our interior housing schemes and work 5
camps. We have permitted, however, the use of longwave radios
only in these work camps and housing schemes.

T ———

As far as automobiles are concerned the use of these
was prohibited to Japanese by Order in Council and the cars :
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We agree with Mr. MacPherson when he states that to ;

return these articles to Japanese would have a disturbing effect , '
on the white people of Vancouver and there is no necessity for |

him so to do. In fact, he cannot so do unless the owmers
are outside the protected areas.

It is regretted that he is of the opinion that to s
a large extent the evacuation scheme has br&qd_. It is g
not correct and it is doubted here if Mr. MacPherson has suf-

ficient kmowledge of the progress of the evacduation scheme to

make such a broad statement.

Regarding the last parsgraph of this memorendum
according to which Mr. MacPherson states that inspectors of the
Soldier Settlement have gone t the farms of supposedly evacuated <
Japanese to find that the Japanese owner has returned asmd is '
calmly resting in possession, it is desired to state that this is
not correct. What has happenmed is that the Japanese farmers,
chiefly in the Fraser River valley, immediately this Commission
took over supervision of the Japanese, were notified to hold
themselves in readiness for evacuation and the Custodian was also
notified to the same effect. To use our parlance, they were
"custodianized." However, we have mot yet found & place to put
many of these people and they have never been evacuated. They
have not returned to their farms because they have never left them.

No Japanese who has been evacuated from the protected
area has been allowed to come back end Mr. MacPherson's teélephone
message was given without a correct knowledge of the facts. He

could have obtained these facts if he had requested same .
from us as we are only too anxious to cooperate with and assist
him in every respect.
Yours very truly, 5
L
.- -~ - — —— ‘ . 3 A
Chairman, B. C. Security ssion.
4
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OTTANA, December 26, 1942.

aeo J 129

8ir,

During a recent visit to this departament you expressed
the view that some Japabese nationals in Cansda who had left
their homes in the coastal region were snxious respecting the
property whieh they had left behind them. I have now the
honour to transmit to you informstion gained from the Depart-
ments of Government concerned.

It is difficult, if not entirely impossible, to issue a
general statement which will serve to enlighten all Jupanese
as to the arrangements made for the protection and adminigtra-
tion of the mrﬁhtthﬂnmmu‘uu.u‘wﬁ-
dusl Japanese as there are almost as mahy different types of
treatment as there are types of property and almost as many
different types of property as there are individual Japanese,.

Every person of the Japanese race who has property vested |
in the Custodian is always at liberty to communicate directly
with the Custodian's office and many of them have done #0,
asking for statements covering their own affairs. All such
requests for informstion from individusls of the Japanese race
evacusted from the protected srea have in the past, now are
and in the future will be given very sympathetic econsiderstion,

I have the honour to be,
8ir,
Your obedieat servant,

- Jf/.'Z/-wM«-y

\’wuuc of State for Extermal Affalms.
The Consul General of Spain in i

of Japanese Interests
sun Life } ’
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