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FOLD 

TO 
A 

FROM 
De 

SUBJECT 
Sujet 

RMS/rfc 
MEMORANDUM I CLASSIFICATION 

YOUR FILE No. 
Comptroller Votre dossier 

OUR FILE No. 
Notre dossier 

17748 

DATE Nov. 12/7 4 

s. Kitamura (dec 1d.) 

The Custodian holds in safekeeping envelope No. 331 a small 

ledger type book in which there ar_e many pages of Japanese writing. 

This book was kept for the reasons given in letter dated June 28, 

1950 from the Sun Life. I now recommend that it be removed from 

safekeeping in personal effects and placed in file, thus 

331. 

R. M. Serre 

,~ _, , .,..\. 

CGS8- 6GP22 o PP&S Cot. No. 3591 



~ 
Mr Serre 

Estate Sukezaemon Kitamura 
Japan •. 

File No 17748 

Mr.s. Kitamura died on Novem-
ber 19,1941. 

The Custodian holds in safe
keeping envelope No 331,in the name of Estate of 
Sukezaemon Kitamura,the following: 

1- One small ledger with Japanese writing. 

All other assets previously held 
by the Custodian, have been released. See our reJ:.ease 
dated September 15-51. 

May 24-60 
e. s. 

'2- ~ /i~ - . 
-:,1.. 1,,-~ 

I I 0
-----
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RE SUKEZAEMON KiTAMURA (ESTATE) 

Reported to have died in Japan November 
19th ; ~ 1941 . 

tJ 

Deceased held Sun Life As:s'ir an ce Campany Polio ies 
as follows: 

No . 676,524 
No. 676 , 525 
No . 869,760 

$ 5,000.00 , 
5,000 . 00 

10.000.00 

Custodian received from Sun Life Assurance 
Company proceeds of three Policies -

1951 
Sept. 21. 

No. 676,524 
No. 676 , 525 
No. 869,760 

Interest on 3 Polle ies 

Refund paid sun Life 
Assurance Company for 
Beneficiary-Mrs.Suke
zaemon, Japan,proceeds 
ofD Policies received 
from sun Li :Ue Assur
ance Company 
Less Custodian's 
Commis s ion 

File ~9e 17 748 
Novenifer 3 , 1952 . 

M.H. 

$ 4,661 . 55 ' 
4,661.55 · 
8,362.15 

936 .20 

$19,621.45 

$ 19 , 6? ~ 5 ~ - , 

392.43 

$19,229.02 

1 

_j 



• _. MACINTOSH 

.S. SOLICITORS , &C . 

~ ros H . K .C. .J.M. MACINTOSH. K . C . 

- ~ K.C. .J. L . McL E NNAN, K.C , 

. IMBE R A. B.WHITELAW 

R. D. POU PORE 

CABLE ADDRESS" MACDON"TORONTO 

TELEPHONE : p LA 2 A 5 4 7 6 

GENERAL ASSURANCE BUILDING 

357 BAY STREET 

TORONTO 

September 24, 1951. 

OFFICE OF THE 
CUSTODIAN 

Department of the Secretary of State, 
Custodian's Office, 

REC E D 
SEP 25 1951 

Victoria Building, 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

Dear Sir: 

PASS TO .. ...••• •. : •. 0. ..... ~ .. .. 
_Y....;.o.;.;u.;;.r_F_1_· l_e_N_o-._1_7_7.+· _8 _ , : I _ / 

I 1L ·.- V 1L.. _. --.. 
Re: Sukezaemon Kitamura,Deceased 

Sun Life Eolicies Nos. 676524, 676525 
and 869760 

We duly received your le tter of the 21st instant 

advising that the Custodian has now released his control over these 

policies and enclosing copy of your letter to the Sun Life Assurance 

Company of Canada dated September 21, 1951, from which we note that 

you have forwarded the Custodian's cheque to the Sun Life Assurance 

Company in the amount of $19,229.02. 

As requested we will arrange to have Ivirs. Ki tamura 

acknowledge receipt direct to you when the funds are received by her. 

Thanking you f or your prompt and courteous attent ion 

to this matter, we are 

Yours very truly, 

CHW: W 



, 
177 " 

tt 
Cbi 

ct1 

D r Si r 1- Ri : 

d n d & 

pt r 21 t , 1951 . 

our very truly, 



, 
I 

17748 

Le al Section 
K ED 

ess~s. e.cdon lcl & acinto h, 
Barr.11:!tors, Solicitors, ete., 
357 Bay Street; 
Toronto, I , Ontario. 

Victoria Buildi , 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Otta.n., 4 , Canad o 

Sept ·b r 21st, 1951. 

Dear Sirs,- Re: Suitezae on Kit ura, d c ased 
SUn Life Policies o • 670 , 524, 
676,525 , and 869 i760. 

I h •e fer ackn<r l e '.~nent your l ett.er o September 12t h, 
1951, m.th ich you enclos Declaration, :Uly co plated by rs . 

i u. ili t8'llur , ido cf t.he above-na ed dece s. , ing apolic -
t· on for the rele«se of the proceeds of .)Un f.if As., · a.nee pollcie 
a6 descrl eci i11 the he g. 

The Cu todian now releaeed his control ov r 
poliei s, s you lll note from the tt.o.o copy f latt 
toaay to the .. un Li fe A, sur c pany of Cwiada . 

Will you. pl ease nrra.n ·e to .b;ave your cli t ac.'tno l ge 
receipt direc t. to the to an as d hen the fu ·a are receiv 
by h r . 

Yo1ar very 'l.rucy, 

• • rl _ht, 
Cb.1 f Counsel . 



• TOTAL CAPITAL VALUE OF RELEASE 

Che~o SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY 
-------------------------------

Debit Account 
~~ __ E_s_t_a_t_e_o_f_S_uk_e_z_a_l_m_o_n_____,K=I=T=AM=U=RA=--,_J_a_p_a_n_. ________ _ 

Fl LE NUMBER __ l_7_7_4_8 _______ DATE __ S_e_p_t_e_m_b_e_r_l_5_/_1_9_5_1_. ____ _ 

PARTICULARS 

CASH 

COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS 

BANK ACCOUNT 

REVENUE ON SECURITIES 

--

REVENUE ON REAL ESTATE 

Proceeds of insurance policies rec 'c . 
from the Sun Life Assurance Co.of Ccn$ 19,621~45 

PERSONAL ESTATE .. 
& 

I , Ii 
$ 19,621.45 CAN . 

tny 
SECURITIES 

$ _______ _ 

SUNDRIES 

$ _______ _ 

TOTAL $ 19,621.45 CAN. 

RELEASE ADMINISTRATION 

CHARGE $ 392 . 43 CAN. 19,621 . 45 CAN.Cash 

~anqut QI,anad' nt ~Jationalr $ 392 -43 CAN .Adm.Ch€ 

No. OF CHEQUE .2.Lfb / ,;) rp 1951 RELEASE $ 19,229.02 CAN. 

RS/RB / ) 6: )~ ~ ,/ CERTI ED / . _ -/ APPROVED~ < 

~ - ~ , ij'Ll ' 
, • A COUTANT IN CHARGE ASSJSTANTDEPlJT 

RELEASE SECTION 

L, • M, CO.-A7430S 

1 BM·B-50 RE:Q ' N 7B7•A 



I TOTAL CAPITAL VALUE OF RELEASE 

SUN LIFE ASSURANCE CO PANY Che~o 
'------- ---- - - --------------------

Debit Account 
-~~ Estate of Sukezalmon KI T URA,Japan . 
~l:f\.-"-------------------------------

FI LE NUMBER. __ 1_7_7_4_8 _______ DATE _ _ s_e_p_t_e_m_b_e_r_ l_5_/_1_9_5_1_. ____ _ 

PARTICULARS 

CASH 
) 

COMMERCIAL ACCOUNTS 

BANK ACCOUNT 

REVENUE ON SECURITIES 

REVENUE ON REAL ESTATE 

Proceeds of insurance policies rec ' ti. 
from the Sun Life Assurance Co.of Ca.n$19,62J . 45 

PERSONAL ESTATE b I 

})I ' ' 

' $ 19,621 .45 · CAN. 

SECURITIES 

$ _______ _ 

SUNDRIES 

$ _______ _ 

TOTAL $ 19,621 .45 CAN. 

ADMINISTRATION 

CHARGE $392.43 CAN• 
RELEASE 

No. ,pj /oJ,,.J"" 19 ,621 .45 CAN .Cash 

~anqur (£anal nnr llationale $ 392.43 CAN.Adm.Ch 
----- ---

SEP 1951 

v CERT'. E~~ i ~•~ : APPROV0~ 
f RELEASE SECTION , 

L , • M, c o.-A 74305 

ISM•B,50 REQ 'N 7S7•A ----



/ .. File N o. __ ~T?~ ________ __ ____________________ Release N o. __ Jf /a_J-:-_~_-:_ ___________________ _ 

Application 
Date ____ ~_8 _I_>_t • __ 15 , __ 1951. ______________ Number__ ____ ___ ___ __ _____ ______ _____ ______________ ___ __ _ 

Bordereau 
Initials ____ !Y!J!/~-----------------------------N umber ___ _______ ___ ___ ________ ____ _______ _________ ____ _ 

PARTICULARS OF APPLICATIONS 

A t Sun Life Assurance Company, Montreal. gen __ ___ __ . _____________ __ ____ _________ __ __ ____ _ . ______ ____ __ __ __ __ ---·--____ ---·---- ______ __ ______ ____________ _ . _________ ______ __ _______ _____________ . __ . __ 

Cl aim ant__ ________ !_~~--~-~-~-~~~-~-~--____ ________ __ ___ ____ _________ --·---·---_______ _______________________ ___ ________________ _______________ . ____ _ 

Nationality ·-------- Canadian ---------- ---- ----- ------------ -------------------- ---------------- ----------------------------------------- -- -------

Former Residence ___ _ {~J?~---~~~-~~--F?:~~!--~-°--~~~ -~--3'-_}~lr~-------- ------------- -------------------------------------

Present Residence _______ _ ~~~~~~:~~~-='---~~P.~~-~- ----- --------------------------------------····-----------------------------------·----

.... 
Enemy. ________________________ Yes -------···---··-··-·------·· ---------··Fee __________ __ Yes _______ ____ ______ __ ________ __ __ ____ ___ _____________ __ __ _ 

' Cheque in favour of ____________ ___ _ Ag~~t--·------------------·----------------~----------------------------- ----------------________________ _ 

Cheque to be sent to _______________ A,g!,'?P.:t;. _______ _____________________ _______________________________________________ _________ __ :-·---------- ---

ASSETS TO BE RELEASED AND REMARKS 

___ _____ $19,621.45 _ - . re_presenting _ _proceeds _of_ Sun _ Life_ Assurance __ Company __ Policies _________ _ 
676,524, 676,525 and 869,750 issued on the life of Sukezaemon 
Kitamura (deceased) who died on or about November 19th, 1941. 

A declaration has been filed by the claimant stating that she is 
the widow of Sukezaemon Kitamura, and the declaration is also signed 

-- --------- -- ------------- ----------------- ------ --------- ------- -------- ------------------------------------ -- --- ----- ---------------------------------------------
by Eyataro Kitamura and Toshie Kitamura giving consent to the 
application . 

------------------------------ ----- ----------- ------------· ------------------· ·----· --- -··---- --- -------- --------------------------------------natura.li sed 
According to the declaration Sukezaemon Kitamura became a/Canadian 
citizen on March 16th, 1915 , and was married at Hikone-shi. Shigaken, 

Japan on January 18th, 1923. 

--- ------ ---------------- --------- --- ---------- -- ---- -------- --------- ------------- -- -------------- --- ------------ -- -- ------------ ------- ----- --- ------ -------------

CERTIFIED CORRECT RECOMMENDED 

__ !?/_£~----------------------- -----------------
RELEASE APPROVED.__ __ 



-
. " /¢7 

File No. __ J''t!.~ ____ __ _______________________ Release No. ___ _ rp_f4_fa['__~ -- -- -- -----
Application 

Date _____ ~~ -~-• __ J5.., __ J9-5-t! ___ ___________ Number _______ __ __ ______ _____ __ ___ ___ ___ __ _ . _____ ______ _ 

Bordereau 
Initials ___ __ ~--- tL~-- ---------------------------N umber _______ ______ __ _____ __ __ _____ ____ ___ ___ __ ______ _ _ 

PARTICULARS OF APPLICATIONS 

Agent_ ______ . __ Sun __ Life __ Assurance __ Company, __ Montreal. --------------- ----------·-·-- ---- ---- ------------------------- ------

Cl aim ant_ _________ JCiku __ Kitamura ______ __________ ___ ______________ _____ ··--___ ____________ ______ ______ _______ ___ ____________________ __ ___ --· __ __ _ 

N · 1 · Canadian a t1 ona 1 ty ______ ______ ___ ___ __ _______ ___ ________ _____ ___ ___ ___ ___ __ __ ___ _________________________________ ___ ______ _____ __ ______ ______ ____ ___ _ . ________ ___ _ 

Former Residence ____ J_ ~..P-~ __ ~i ~~~ __ P-ti~r.-. ~°---~~P.!!! ___ ?., __ J9-~_9_! _______ ____________ ______________ __ ___ ___________ __ __ __ __ _ 

Present Residence _________ ij~.J~9.~~::~!, ___ ,1'_~~~!------ ------------------------------------------------------- -- -------------------------

Enemy ______ __ ________ _________ Yes _______ ____ __ _____ ______ __ _____________ Fee ____________ Yes ________ ____ ______ _____________________ __________ ___ __ _ 

Cheque in favour of __________ ____ ___ ,Ag~t __ ____ _____ --- ----------------- -------------------- ----- ---- -- -- -------- ------ -- ------ -- ----------- __ 

Cheque to be sent to ________ ________ Ag~n :t ____________ ---------------- ------------------__ ___________ _______ __________________ __ __ ___ ___ ______ _ 

ASSETS TO BE RELEASED AND REMARKS 

_______ __ t)..9_, .62.l,.45 __ :: __ .r_epl'_~_s_en._tir1g._p,.-Q_C_~~g.» __ ~f __ $.}Jn __ Li f~ __ MH:nn.-:~Q~ __ Q~11rP-~Y--f9-it~i ~s ________ _ 
676, 524, 676,525 and 869,750 i ssued on the l ife of SUkezaemon 
Jita.mura {deceased) who died on or about November 19th, 1941. 

A deela.ration has been fil.ed by the claimant stating that she ie 
the widow of Sukezaemon Kitamura, and the declaration i s al so signed 

--- -- ---- ---- -- -- ------------------------ -------- -- ---- --------------- ------- ------ -------------------- ---- ---------- ---- -- ------- -------- --------------------------
by ~ataro Kitamura a.nd Toshie Kitamura giving consent to the 
application. 

--- -- ------------------------------ ----------- ---------- -------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------nataral"ized 
According to the declaration Sukez emon Kitamura became a/ Canadian 
citizen on March 16th, 1915 and as married at Hikone- shi. Shigaken, 

-- -------------------------- ----------------- -- ------ ------------ -------- ----------------- ------------------- ---- -- ----- ------- ----------- ------------------ --------
Japan on January 18 th, 192.3 . 

------------- ---------------------------- ----- ---- ---------. -------------- --- -- ----------------------- ----- -- ---------------- ------- --------- ------------- ----------

CERTIFIED CORRECT RECOMMENDED 

__ :/_&~-------------------- --- ------------
RELEASE APPROVED __________ ___ ____ ___ _____ __ ------------- _ _ _____ _ 

~ ustodian 

_ _J 



• 
l.?748 .. -·- .. 

We hold to the eredit of the Estate of 

Sukezalmon KITAMURA, JAPAN, the sum of $19,621.45 

representing the proceeds of insurance policies 

received from the sun Life Assurance Company of eanada. 

14/9/51 L.L. 



.. 
ME.MO FOR MR. LYMBURNER • • Re: Sukezaemon Kitamura. 

Kindly advise the credit balance 

held for the above named. 

13/9/51 



M-DONALD & MACINTOSH 

BARRISTERS , SOLICITORS. &C. 

.J . A . MACINTOSH , K.C . .J .M. MACINTOSH. K . C . 

C . H . WA L KER, K.C . .J. L.M c L EN N A N , K.C . 

H . F . K IM B ER A . B .WHI T EL A W 

R . D.POUPORE 

REGISTERED 
I 
' / 

Department of,,. the Secretary 
ffices- of the Custodian, 

Victoria Building, 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

Dear Sir: 

of State, 

. CABLE ADDRES S ,. MAC D 0N"T0R0NT0 

T E LE PH O NE PLAZA 54 76 

GENERAL ASSURANCE BUILDING 

357 BAY STREET 

TORONTO 

September 12, 1951. 

PASS T:a,').1./~.~.~ .. :, ...... ! 

FILE 

Re: Kitamura L------ -·~..._----.J 
Your File No. 1?748 

With further reference to your letter of April 12, 1951, 

we prepared and sent to Japan an application for release of the proceeds of 

the insurance policies covering the life of the late SUkezaemon Kitamura. 

We have now received and enclose herewith the said application 

duly executed by Mrs. Kiku Kitamura and declared before Mr. A. R. Menzies, 

Head of the Canadian Liaison Mission at Tokyo, Japan. You will also observe 

that Eytaro Kitamura and Toshia Kitamura have consented to the application. 

We trust that the document is in order and that the proceeds 

of the policies may be turned over to the Sun Life .Assurance Company of 

Canada at Montreal, Quebec at the earliest possible date. We shall be much 

obliged if you will advise us when this has been done in order that we may 

inform our clients. 

We are sending a copy of this letter and of the application 

to the Sun Life Assurance Company. 

l 
\-v 

\.i" 
CHW:W 

Enclo 

I 



STATUTORY DECLARATION 

I, Kiku Ki t amur a of the City of Hikone - shi in the 

Province of Shigak.en, I sland of Honshu, Japan do 
solemnly decla re : 

1 . I am the widow of Suk ezaemon Kitamura, who died at the 
City of Hikone- shi, Japan, on or about the 19th day of 
November, 1941. 

2 . My late husband, the said Sukezaemon Kitamura, became a 
na t u ralized Canadian citizen on the 16th day of March, 
1915, and we were married at the City of Hikone-shi, 
Shigaken, Japan, on the 18th day of January, 1923. 

3. From the 2nd day of September, 1939, until the date of 
his death , · the said Sukeza.emon Kitamura and I resided 
at Hikone-shi, Japen, and since the 19th day of 
November, 1941, up to the present time I have continued to 
reside at Hikone-shi, Japan. 

4. During his lifetime my said husband was insured with the 
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada by Life Insurance 
policies Nos . 676524, 676525 and 869760, and I am 
informed and verily believe that I am the beneficiary of 
the said policies and that upon the death of my said 
husband I became entitled to the proceeds of the said 
policies. 

5. No other person, corporation, or society, other than 
myself, residing or established in a country which has 
been at war with Canada, has any interest in the proceeds 
of the said policies. · 

6. I hereby apply to the Custodian for the release of the 
proceeds of the said policies and direct the Custodian to 
pay same to the Head Office of Sun Life Assurance Company 
of Canada, Montreal , Quebec, to be dealt with in accordance 
with the terms of the policies, and my direction to the 
said Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada. 

-I make this Solemn Declaration conscientiously believing it 
to be true and knowing that · 1 t is of the same for·ce and effect 
as if made under oath, and by virtue of "The Canada Evidence 
Act 11 • 

Declared before me at 
Tokyo , Japan this 
5th day of September 

A. D. 19.21.. 

ad1an Liaison 
1n Japan. 

)aJw)~ 
(Mrs.) Kiku Kitamura 

I , A.R . Menzies, Head of the Canadian Liaison Mission, Tokyo, 
Japan , do hereby certify that Mrs. Kiku Kitamura, made the 
above declaration before me and has identified herself to me 
by good and sufficient evidence and that to the best of my 
knowledge, information and belief, the facts set forth 1n the 
said declaration are correct. 

We hereby consent to the above 
application. 

~~~ taro ~amura 

&zL ~ ~H<Ul Toshie ·~fta:mura · 

• 

zies 
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17748 

Victoria Building, 
7 O' Connor Street , 
Ottawa , 4 , Ontario . 

July 19th, 1951 . 

K. Kitamura , Esq:, 
Pacific Remedy Store , 
587 Yonge Street , 
Toronto , Ontario. 

Dear Sir : 

Re : Sukezaemon Kitamura , Deceased. 
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada 
Policies Nos . 676 , 52~ , 670 , 525 
and 869, 760. 

We have for acknowledgment your 
co unication of the 17th instant . 

I t will be necessary for the 
interested parties to file declarations in accord 
with the enclosed " Instructions to Applicants for 
Release" , ,hich should be certified by a responsible 
officer of their National Bank or by a British or 
Canadian Embassy or Consulate Officer and forward 
them to the Custodian. 

Upon receipt of the required 
aterial , the atter of release will receive the 

Custodian ' s consideration . In the event of release 
of the assets the Sun Life Assurance Company of 
Canada, ontreal, will be advised e 

1/G 
Enc. 

Yours very truly , 

K. • fright 
Chief Counsel . 





e 
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July 17th,1951,. 

Dept. of The Secretary of State, 
Office of Custodian, 
Victoria Building, 

IP ACIFIC REME Y .., TORE 
587 YONGE ST. 

70 O' Connor St., 
OTTAWA, Ontario . 

DearSirs: 

Re: Your File No. 17748, 
Sun Life policies 676,524, 
6761525 and 8691760. 

TORONTO, ONT. 

I enclose a letter just received from Japan and signed 
by my sister-in- law, Kiku Kitamura and my nephew, Eytaro Kitamura, 
witnessed by a clergyman. I hope this will serve to allow you 
now t o return proceeds of the above p:,lid.es to the Sun Life Assur
ance Company of Canada. 

I would appreciate it if you would let me lrn.ow if 
this l etter is sufficient for your purposes and inform me when this 
money will be in the hands of the Sun Life Assurance Company so 
that the beneficiaries will know when to approach this Company to 
arrange f or a selection of Options. 

OFFICE OF THE 
CUSTODIAN 

R ECEIV E 
JUL 18 1951 ' 

i 0 ASS TO ... ........... , .......... , ....... . 

'!" f . c-
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Department of The Secretary of State, 
Office of Custodian, 
Victoria Building, 
70 0 1Connor Street, 
OTTAWA, Ontario. 

June 28th,1951. 

No. 51, Nagaaone-oho, 
Hikone-shi, 
Shigaken, Japan. 

Re: Your File No. 17748, 

Dear Sirs: 

Sun Life Policies: 676,524, 
676,525 and 869,760 

We have seen your letter dated April 14th, 1951 addressed to 
our lawyers in Toronto, Messrs. Macdonald and Macintosh (attent i on 
Mr. C.H. Walker). 

Following the instructions contained in said letter, we Kiku 
Kitamura and Eytaro Kitamura, do hereby apply to you for the release of _ 
the proceeds of the above numbered Sun Life policies and we direct that 
such proceeds be returned by you to the Sun Ll.fe Assurance Company of 
Canada. 

It is our desire to have these funds remain on deposit with 
the Sun Ll.f e Assurance Company of Canada and the said Company have i ndi
cated that they are agreeable to having these funds returned to them 
for our account. 

Trusting that this can be done as speedily as possible, we are, 

Rer- , R,;1, k,,.e/ J .;t,,.,.,. . ~ WITNESS., 
M/5 -, ; ~,.,.:!'"1 bf/' r;, ~ • ., r.:,t ,,. PrP k~~Nr e_p_,sc..j,,,..L 
Cl, ., ,.rt)/.. .' "' /V ,,S /9 · 7; N,,'f"•" .f~,Jc,,,A:._,,._, (9;4,; . 

~ &hvNI. , ., V"~"} ~ 

Yours very t r uly, 

KIKU KITAMURA 



I 

1.7748 

Legal Section 
DJS:ED 

E. I, . Earl, Esq., 

Victoria Building, 
7 o •Connor Street, 
Otte. a, Can da. 

April ~ 3, 1951. 

As ociat,e Secretary and Superlntondent of Claims, 
Sun ,.,:1fe Assurance Company of Canad.a, 
ontreal , P . Q .• 

Attentio1,;1; J. Fraser , Esq . 1 

Dear S r : - Re: Sukez on Kl. tamur , deceased t 
Your Polleie Nos. 676,SJ.i/5 and 

69 ,760. 

I have for acimo led ent your letter of April 19, 
1951, and concur 1n the vie expre therein. 

As you. ll appreciate Ir y lettar and enclo&"\lre 
of Aprl.l 13th 1 1951, I am · t.ine .furth r dVi nd instruet.-ions 
fro tbe benefie!ar1e togeth r th for: al o.pplle tJ.ons fer re
l e. 

Yours very truly , 

D •. J., Sinelaiir, 
for A st nt Deputy Cuatodian . 



• 

---

THE H E A D O FF ICE OF T HE 

SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 

MONTREAL 

CLADt,.S DEPARTiiliNT 
CiJTAJI A ~ D/C & ·VE S.1.:,CTIOr 

The Custodi an ' s Office , 
Depart ment of t he Secretary 
Victoria Bl dg ., 
7 O' Connor Street , 
Ott awa , Canada . 

1-1.tt : r-Ir . D. J . Sinclair 

Dear Sirs : 

of State , 

Re : Your Re f : File No . 17, 748 . 
Our Ref : Sukezaemon Kitamura 
(De ceased ) 

April 19, 1951 

Pols . No s . 676 , 524./5 and 869 ,760 

Your letter of April 13th with atta ched copy of l etter 
addressed by you to Messrs . MacDonal d and MacIntosh Barristers 

T On . ' ' et c. , of oronto, tario , in regard t o the status of t he parties 
with a ossi ble benefici a ry interest in the proceeds of t hese 
policies indicates that it may soon be possible for the Custodian 
to grant a release of the proceeds of t he policies . 

You refer to previous correspondence whereby we had 
indicated that if the Custodian does release t he proceeds of the 
policies it might be advantageou s if the said proceeds were returned 
t o the Sun Life As surance Company of Canada for di sposal in vi ew of 
certain indica l:,ed title compli cations . Word has now been pa c: serl. to 
us on behalf of the widow of the de ceased as sured and of her son to 
t he effect that, lespite the title complications, there is no lack of 
agreement between the widow and the son and t hat they would like to 
elect one of the optiona l methods of set t l ement contained in the 
policies in pr eference t o having the proceeds paid in a singl e sum. 
Insofar as we a re concerned 1,e a re quite prepared to grant set t l ement 
in the form of a Supplementary Contra ct of Deposit once t he question 
of titl e has been sa tisfactorily cl eared if the proceeds of t he 
policies are returned. t o us by the Custodian . As the expressed de
sire to take advantage of this optional method of settlement is tied 
in wit h the present preparations of the as sured ' s son t o come t o 
Canada within the ne2>.-t few months to complete his education, ,d are 
inclined to expre ss a preference that the Custodian remit t lle net 
proceeds to our Company for settlement. 



- 2 -

The Custodi an 1 s Off i ce , 

Su N L 1FE As su RANCE C o MPANY 

O F C ANA O A 

Should you have any other thought s in regard to the 
mo st satisfactor y manner of handling this matter we will be very 
pl eased to hear from you but otherwise you will no doubt wish to 
let the si tuation rest in abeyance until the application for re
l ea se from the Custodian 1 s custody can be considered . 

JF/LG 

Yours very truly, 

· .1 . Earl , 
Associ ate Secretary and 
Superintendent of Cl aims 
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MA -~ ONALD & MACINTOSH 

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, &C . 

.J. A . MACI NTOS H , K .C . J . M. M ACI N T O S H , K . C . 

C . H.WALKER , K. C . 

H. F . KI MB ER 

.J. L . Mc L ENNA N , K. C . 

A . B . W HITELA W 

R. D. POU P O R E 

CAB L E A D D RESS" M AC D ON " TO R O NTO 

TELEPHONE : PL A Z A 5 476 

GENERAL ASSURANCE BUILDING 

357 BAY STREET 

TORONTO 

April 14, 1 

Department of the Secretary of State , 
Offices of the Custod i an, 
Vi ctoria Building, 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

Dear Sir: Re: Kitamura - Your File No. 17748 

We are in receipt of your letter of the 12th 

instant containing excer pt from the report of the Department of 

Citizenship and Immi gration , for which we are very much obliged. 

On behalf of our client, we wish to expr ess our 

appreciation for the expeditious manner in which you have handled 

this matter and to t hank you for your helpful suggest i ons i n 

connection wi t h obtai ning the release of the proceeds of the Sun 

Li f e Assurance Company poli cies . 

Your s very truly , 

cmv:w 



: 
I· 

··a 

1774 

Sun L1ie A.asu ice Company of Cana a , 
Do 1nion S~u&l'e, 

orrtreo.l, .p . ~. 

Attent on:: D 
Chief C!er ·, 

Victoria Buil ing , 
7 OiConnor treet , 
Otta a; Canad· • 

April lJt , 1 51. 

D r 81.ret- Rei Sukezaemon Ki ta ura, deoensed 
Your Policies No$ . 676,524/5 and. 

869 ,7($). 

r . J. Gilpin• s letter of February~. 1951; 
in h cb. tle in cat . t t under certain circum ta.nces it ht ....,_ 
app ar to be oov· "ab e for . Custodian, on rele sin· the pro-
c eds ot the abov . li:ei , . o r it th balance to the Sun [ ---J' 
Lif e A surance Cc pcmy of C a.a and leave them free then to deal 

th the be.nefif;iar1e • ' 

Thi pca1 t1"'n , ~ be · ~e, s te en by r. Gilpin in 
v • of the clou.(,led issue ere ted.,,by the .named bene.t'i ci riee in 
the pol.1£1 s being different per.sons from tho~e named in the de
cea d• . 111 i.n ,hie:b ho o.tt pted to dispoLe of the proceeds of 
b.i policies, . ven though the ll in .uestion was not in accept .. 
'ble form to meet th require enta of Japanese la~ . It was 

felt. that the Sun Life s ra.noe Company mi ht care to secure a 
joint · char e from r • i u Kitamura. nnd her eon, ~t ro . 

I enclo· e a copy of a letter whio is proceeding to-day 
throu interme<Laries to the heirs of the late Sukezaemon Kitamura 
in Ja • Tbs letter is aelf- explan t ory and you 11 note that, 
in ad . tion to an application for release, ,e are eec ing a direction 
from a.:u parties po sibly concernea for a relea. e in favour of rs. 
Kiku ~itamura . Ki ndly give th1 pha~e of the aituat ion some 
t oucht &n.d ad "e hether-, in the light oi' thi . inform t ion, t he 
Company ould prefer to huve 'the Cu~todian remit the net proeee s 
to the Sun Life As uranc Company or airect l y to tb.c claimants . 

\ 

Yours very truly, 

/ ~. 

p. J . inclair, 
t nt Deputy Custo ian. 



17748 

r l 12 1 1951. 

D r Sir a- Re: 

-

C 

couver, 

63548, 

P . T.I. 
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Y¢ r v ry trul t 

l). J. 
fo A tet t pu 
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FROM : 

SUBJECT 

--~ ...,,.. -- , .,. .... -~ 

Copy for the Asst. Deputy Custodian, 
Department of the Secretary of State, 
Victoria Bldg., ottawa, r:.ef., his _letter March 7, 1951, 
file 17748 Legal Section. 

L 23-S M- 12--50 

• DATE: 

~ 

' 

' 52• ,0 

J>.19154 

_ h 10-t 19Sl, 



~ DONALD & MACINTOSH 

BARRISTERS. SOLICITORS, &C . 

J . A . MACINTOSH, K.C. J.M. MAC I N T O S H, K . C . 

C. H .WALK E R , K.C. 

H .F. K IMB ER 

.J. L.M CLENN A N , K.C. 

A.8.WHIT E L AW 

R . D. POU PORE 

CAB L E ADDRESS " MACDON'" TORONTO 

TEL EPH ONE : PL AZ A 5 4 7 6 

GENERAL ASSURANCE BUILDIN G 

357 BAY STREET 

TORONTO 

April 10, 1951. 

Departme~t of the Secretary of State, 
Office of Custodian, 
Victoria Building, 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Ottawa. 

Dear Sirs: Re: s. Kitamura Deceased 

We are in receipt of your letter of the 5th 

instan"fiWith enclosure, for which we thank you. We agree that the 

steps you have taken to repair the certificate will effectually 

maintain the validity of the certificate and are quite sure that 

~Ir. Kitamura will be satisfied with what you have done. 

We shall be much obliged if you will advise 

us when you receive the Report from the Registr ar of Canadian 

Citizenship. 

CHW:W 



r 

l 7748 R I STEREO IL 

L al S otion 
DJS1ED 

s r • eDonald ncln to b, 
B· rr1sters, Solioitoro, etc. , 
Gen r Assurance Building, 
357 :y Street, 
Toronto, 1 , Ontario. 

Victori Buildin, 
7 O' Connor Str et, 
Ott wa,, Can e. . · 

April 5th, 1951. 

D r Sir =- Be1 Sukez emon Kitamura , decease . 

Ir turn h rewith t e certificate of the Briti~ Vic 
Consul t Yokoh , J pan, i entify ng . a. Ki u Kitamura a the 
wif e of ... eza on Kit.amura . 

I eli.,;,Ve the picture th ecal a . presently affixed 
1 in much sounder sl ape than it us it nrr1ved in our of-
tice. 'lb oertific te is 26 y ars old and the ribbon su!fer 
f ro ry rot. When t.he picture bein hMdled during the 
c.;urse of the · tran l ation on the rever se Lde thereof the ribbon 

pe.r t , nd h.en th doCUJI1ent s retume t · . r . Kitamur in 
T ronto the ribbon h d b erely t pled to t he csrt f'ioate as 
e. e ur of te por ry r i ef . You 111 no find t ched 
to th o rtific t form of Schedule thereto, my certific te 
i ndio tin tho anner nd ae r ee of am e done and the oure. 
I t h i t will ef ectunlly nt n the v idi ty of the orlgina 
cert fi cate un 'er the o t gruellin ov .nllllent ex ination . I 
r e ret t hat t.h incident has caused fr . i tam.ur any c cern . 

At. ·the present time e are e. aiUn a report r-om the 
Re i s tr r of Canadian c· ·t.i.z nsb1p a s to rs . Kitamura• s status. 
If and whm her statu s a Canadian citizen i approved shall 
be in position to proceed th t e r eco endation for release 
of her asset no under control. 

Youre very truly , 

D, J. Si ncl r, 
for s i tant Deputy Cu todian , 



a 

SCIEDULE 

to 

CERTIFICATE i ssued by Hi Br i tannic aje ty• s 
Vice-Consul at Yokohama, Japan, on April llth, 
1925, identi fying the photograph attached ther eto 
under seal of the Consul.ate-General as that 0£ 
KIKU KITAMURA, wife of Sukezaemon Kitamura. 

WHEREAS the said certificate was delivered intact with 

unbroken seals to the Custodian in support of the plication of 

t he said Kiku Kitamura f or release of her ssets presently held 

under Custodian control; 

AND WH.EREAS while being handled during process of trans .. 

l a tin{! the J apanese characters on the reverse si -e of the photo-

graph the silk ribbon attaching photograph and certificate; ich 

ribbon as already decayed from dry rot , as inadvertently broken; 

The under signed ee~tifies that the ribbon has been more 

securely attached to the photograph by sealing ax and with the 

red s eal of the Consulate-General has been mor e . firmly secured 

t o t he said certificate , 

WI TNESS my hand and seal thi 

A. D. 1951. 

Fifth de.y of April, 

D. J. Sinclair - Notary Public 



, .. ~DONALD & MACINTOSH 

BARRISTERS, SOLICITORS, &C. 

J . A . MACINTOSH, K.C . .J.M. MACINT 

C . H . WALK E R, K . C. 

H.F. K IMBER 

..J , L.M cL E N 

A .8 . WHITEL A 

R. D. POU PORE 

REGI STERED :tvIAIL 

H~Kprau,ci o P nu~~ 
N . K.C. CU.?ff0Df ~ffJ 

!ZC f.~ ~VE'O 
MAR 30 1951 

P .,4·11, T~ . • • c. o • e • • •• o • • • 

T J1' )U,•lH 1•. o ......... .. . •IJQi·~ n j ,,,., 
Department of the s~~~~ r-b- ofMstat~.;,... 
Office of Custodian, 
Victoria Building, 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

C AB L E ADDR ES S " M AC D O N "TQ R O NTQ 

TELEPHONE PL AZA 5476 

GENERAL ASSURANCE BUILDING 

357 BAY STREET 

TORONTO 

March 27, 1951. 

Your File No. 17748 
Legal Section 

Re: Sukezaemon Kitamura, deceased 

Dear Sir: 
We have been consulted by :tvir. Ken Kitamura, a brother of the 

above-named deceased, with regard to his letters to you of February 15, 

1951, and your repl y dated March 5, 1951. 

Mr. Kitamura is very much concerned by the fact that t he black 

ribbon and seal atta ching t he photogr aph of Mrs. Kitamura to the certificate 

issued by the British Vice-Consul at Yokohama on 11th April, 1925, was 

deta ched from the photograph and certif icate while in your possession. 

We are enclosing her ewith a sealed package containing the certificate in 

t he condition it was r eturned by you to Mr . Kitarnura together with his 

letter to you dated March 7, 1951. This package wa s made up and sealed 

by Mr. Kitamura in the w-riter I s pr e sence. In order to repair the dama.ge 

t o the authenticity of the docTu~ent will you please be good enough to 

reatta ch the r i bbon and seal to t he photogr aph and certificate under the 

seal of your Depar t ment and, i n addition, provide :tvir . Ki tamura with~ 

certi f icate as to t he darnage and repair while the document was i n your 

possessi on . We shall be much obliged i f you will return t he do cument 
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Department of the Secretary of State March 27, 1951. 

and your certificate to us when this has been completed. 

As to the proof of marriage referred to in the last paragraph 

of your letter of March 5th, it would appear that you overlooked the 

certificate on the back of the photogr aph dated the 16th day of February, 

1925. This, together with the certificate of the Vice - Consul, is in 

our opinion ample proof that Kiku Kitamura was in fact the wife of 

Sukezaemon Kitamura, a Canadian citizen. Under these circumstances 

¥.1rs. Kiku Kitamura is clearly entit l ed to the proceeds of the life 

insurance policies with the Sun Life. 

We shall be obliged if you will give this matter your early 

attention and advise us further in due course. 

CHW/GEO 
Enclosure 

Yours truly, 

Q11 ~et.u( 
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C ABL E A DDRESS "K ITAM Cl~~,:.\ • ~ 
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REMEDY 

587 YONGE STREET 

HEAD OFFICE 

'SAKA. JAPAN 

TORONTO . ONT .... .. Me:.r.c P ... 7t4 ............. ... 195..1-.~.-
Mr. D. J. Sinclair, 
for Assi s t nt Deputy Custodie.,n , 
Dept of t he Sec ret a ry of St ~te 

Off i ce of Custo ~i a n . 
i ctori - Bu ild i nO' , 

7 0 1 Con~or Street, 
· tt a.wa , Ca nada . 

Dea r Sir · -

Re : Sul ezaemon Ki t ci.:nur.:.1. .ec eased 
Su n ~i fe P ol i ci ~ ~os . 676524/ 5 
and 869760. 

You r f ile No . 17748 , 
Leeal Section DJS:ED 

' Thi s ill acknowl edge rece i pt of your letter dated 
L'.'a rch 5t h 1951. with regard to Mrs. Kilru . Kit amura , 

I was d is appointed indeed to find that you had 
detached t he ribbon on the official seal from t e picture 
of .!.11rs .. Kiku. Kitamura, The :ribbon has been cut and has been 
paper clipped to t he picture, ( a lso Off icial wax seal has een 
crac ked and chi pped, a s you returned all do cumen ts in an en
velop J I spec i fically requested that the seal no t be dama ged 
but t hi s ha s not b een the case . J 
Ve would apprec i a te your comment s i n order t hat s ame may be 
used in explanation to i :n:..~i gr ation or other officials at cny 
time. · 

The Japanes e characters on the bac k of t he photograph 
of Mrs. Kiku. Kitamura, certify that rs . Kiku. Ki t amura , is 
t he wife of Mr. Sukezaemon . Kitamura, by the mayor whe re she 
was married . (Nagasone , Hikone - shi, Shigaken, Ja panl 
TRAlTSLATION;-

Mrs . Kiku . Kit amu r a , •... date of b irt h .July 7th 1904. 
wife of •• Mr. S~kezaemon . Kitamura, 

No . 51 , Na gasone , Kit aaoyagi-mura , Shigaken . 
( To-day pl e.ce c all • • Nage,s one-c ho , Hikone-shi, 11 ) 

This certify a ove is right person and trut h . 

Feb 16t h 1925. 
I nukamigun Kitaao-ag i 
Soncho, ( Mayor ) •..•. signed S.K. 

( Off icia l seal )~ f.!llLI 
I do not know whet her you observed this or not. 

we a re a.gain enclosing t hi s Urs~ Kiku~ Kit amu:ra ' s c er
tific a te of mar r i ~ge, as ~ecived by rae and would appre
cia te your s ealing the photo graph to t he c e rtific a te 
appropria tely., and return the same to me. 

As t he Jap~nese cha r acterson the back of 
the photograph certify that Mrs. Kit amura. Kiku, is the 
wife of Mr. S~keza emon. Kitamura, and certific ate a lso 
st a tes this f act, therefore, I would ask you to advise 

next pap e ----



Page 2, 587 Y ONGE STREET 

TORONTO. ONT ...... ..... ! C..h. .. 7.t..11 ........... ... .. ....... 19 ... 1~.· 
Mr. D. J . Sincla ir, 

Office of Custodian, 
Ot tawa , ... C'anada. 

(A) 

(B) 

me what further :proof you will require to substantial 
the f act t hat Mrs . Kiku. Kitamura , is the wif e of Mr . 
Sukeza emon. Kitamura, 

I app recia te your kind attent ion to my 
lett ers and trust t_1e..t we may hear from ou aga i n at 
a n early date, 

KK/PR 

Note; -

Yours v ery 

Per, 
Ken. Kit amu ra, 

Vancouver , B. C. Immi g r ation Offic e , permi ted 
as f ollows -

Husband. MR. Sukeza emon Kit amu ra 
his wife }_rs Kiku Kitamu ra 

!rs . Kiku. Kitamura , landed at first with 
her husband a t Vanc ouver , B. c. 

. Entered to Canada .. as Canadian citi,B"J.s 
Name of oat •.•. Empress of ~ ss i a .. ? 
date ••••.• . •••.•• April 20th 1925 .. . . . ? 

Eitaro •. Kitamura ( Son of ~lrs . K. Kitamura ) 

t1) 

( 2) ... 
Birth certificate . ..... . . #3574. 

Certific at e of canadian .. #63548 .. Series A 
he received from Can -dh"an ~~ · 'I" ' sion. · 
on January 17th 1950. ~ ~ Tokyo, Japan. 

f_ -;r--., -

Per, ...... ~ ···· · . ·- ~ 



) 
CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION 
CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP REGISTRATION BRANCH 

J ~D/IO 

IN YOUR REPLY PLEASE REFER TO 852-50 ·~J .· 

(.. (.,1 

r · ... r 
00 N OT W R IT E ON MOR E! THAN ON E 

SUBJECT IN ANY ONE L ETT ER CITIZENSHIP FILE NUMBER ....... .. . ............ .. .. 

ZOM- 9- 5 0 

l°'!'' f• ·" ',···," 
&;;;. I.,. : - . 

D. J . Sinclair, £sq ., 
For Asst. Deput y Cust odi an, 
Depar tment of the ~ecret ary of St ate, 
Victoria Bldg., 
O'.L'TAWA. 

I 

I 

March 14, 1951. 

Rt; : St atus of Kiku Kitamura and ~itaro Kitamura. 
Your f ile 17748 - Legal bection. 

Si r : 

I acknowl edge , with thanks, your l etter 0 1· March 5 
enclosing cer t ain documents i n connection with the above . 
These may be of some assistance to us i n determining whether 
or not Mr s . Kit amura i s a Canadian citizen within t he meaning 
of bection 9 t l )(c) of t he Canadi an Citizenshi p Act. At the 
moment I am awaiting word from the Commissioner of Immigration 
and when I hear from him I will write to you again. 

Yours truly, 

lJi tizenshi p. 



-

17748 

Legal S ction 
till 

n Life. A su.ranoe C 
ontrea1, P. Q. 

pany of Canada, 

Victoria Building, 
7 o• orm.or Street, 
Otta.a, Canada. 

arch 7th, 1951. 

Atten.tion: Jd:ln Gilpin, Esq., 
Spec!.al Section, Cl.81 s Department. 

De r Sirs:- Rer Suk-eza _ on Kitamura, deco 
Your Policies 676;524/5 & 

I have pl. sure in encl.osing here 'th a. copy of 
a letter, dat d arch 3, 1951, receiv d f r r. J. • Duggan, 

t,rar of CitizenShip, with r eard ·to the stat.us of rs. 
iCU t and er son, Eyte.ro, both no res n in Jap • 
i l.ett r ia elf- ~lan tory a.n e soon s I hear f'urth 

f rom r. Duggan I all p s the information al.on t o you. 

Yaura very trw.y, 

D. • Sinclair, 
for ssistant Deputy Custodian. 



I 

• 

• E. Duggan,, E q . ,. 

Victoria Btlilding, 
7 0' Conn ~ tre t 1 
Ott , C da. 

arch 7th• 1951. 

Re istro.r of Citizen . ip, 
De rtm.ent of 01 ti ensbip an l igra · on, 
West Block, 
Otta , C&nada. 

De r Sir1- R&t Citizenship St tus of iku Kit UT 

nd E;yta.ro Kitamura .- (Japan). 
Your Reterence: 520-50. 

I · iQ~to eknowled. d thank u for your let-
r ch 3rd, l9§l., outlining your vie s with r egard to th 
· p ata.tus o~ Mr ,. iku 1 taL1Ura, 1dow o! the l 
n Kit ura, and their n ~ -Ki 

1 ball look to o.rd to h a.ri,n furtb 
when y u have hr...d a yepl.Y t~ you:r corr spa · ence with 

is:31 filer of I mi r e.tion in thi& e.onnecti.on, 

Your very t , 

JJ. J. Sincla.lr1 
i':Or s 1 tan t D puty Custodi • 
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• CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION 
CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP REGISTRATION BRANCH __ .. _.._,.__ JED/IO 

IN Y O UR REPLY P L E ASE R EF ER T O 852-50 
CITIZ ENSHIP FILE NUMBE R .... ... . .. . ........... . 

0 '~iC~ OY Th.~ , 
. C(J::frvo,~r,. I 00 NOT WRITE ON M j R E THA N ON E 

SUBJECT I N ANY ON E L ETTE R 

f n:~DF.t'7E D 

' .. u~ • . ~·~ 'l(j, 

Ait.·$1,,/Jr 
l 

...__,......;au;= ::-.-=--=a:-~~t~wa, March 3, 1951. 

D.J. Sinclair, Esq., 
For Asst. Deputy Custodian, 
Department of the ecretary of State, 
Victoria Bldg., 
OTTAWA. 

RE : St atus of Kiku Kitamura and Eytaro Kitamura. 
Your file 17748 Legal Section. 

Sir: 

I have received your furthe r letter of F'ebruary 12, 
1951, enclosing a copy of letter No. 92 of January 29, 1951, 
f rom t he Canadian Liaiso1;1 Mi ssion in Japan. 

As far as the son, Eytaro Kitamura , is concerned, 
he is a natural-born Canadian citizen. 'v e r ecognized that 
fact by the issue to him on the 17th January, 1950, of a 
certif icate of proof of Canadian citizenship, o. 63548, 
series A. 

I i nti.mated in my letter to you of February 28, 1950, 
that there was some question with respect to the status of 
Mrs. Ki ku Kitamlll'a. That letter was written prior to the 
amentment to the Canadian Citizenship Act and, in view of the 

I 
amendment, which became ef fective on July 20, 1950, it will be 
necessary to revise our interpretation of t he status of Mrs . 
Kitamura. 

The head of the Canadian Liaison Mi ssion in Japan states 
that according to i nformation provided by Mrs. Ki tarnura she mar
ried Sukezaemon Kitamura in Japan on January 18, 1923. Mr. 

l 
Kitamura had been naturalized in Canada at the County Court, 

l"'1i) Vancouver, B. C., on the 26th Fe brua:ry, 1915. Therefore , Kiku 
/\ ~ Kitamura acquired the status of a British subject by marriage. 
~ fl } If, prior to the 1st January, 194 7, Mrs. Kitamura had the status 
\ 1 f of a person who had been admitted to Canada f or permanent residence, 

(\ \....,\ ' she would be a Canadian citizen within the meaning of Section 9(1) 
. \ (c) of the Canadian ,Citizenship Act. 

\f\ I have forwarded copies of our correspondence to the 
CoI!llilissioner of Immigration and I have asked him to advise me 
whether or not Mrs. Kitamura had been admitted to Canada for 
permanent r esidence prior to the 1st January, 1947. When I r eceive 
a repl y I will write to you again. 

. .......... . 

ZO M - 9- 50 



• CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION 
CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP REGISTRATION BRANCH 

.JED/IO 
I N Y OU R REPL Y PLEASE R EFER TO 852-50 

CIT IZEN S H I P FILE NUMBE R ... .. .................. . 
DO NOT WRITE ON MO RE THAN ONE 

SUBJECT IN ANY ON E LETTE R 

20M- 9- SO 

-2-

Although you are not greatly interested in t..he 
status of the daughter, Toshie, who was born in .Japan 
on .April 2, 19.31, we might as well define her status and thus 
complete the record. 

The daughter in question was born a British subject and she 
is a Canadian citizen if her· father had Canadian domicile at the 
time of her birth. I f the Commissioner of Immigration rules 
that the father had Canadian domicile, it is obvious that the 
child is a Canadian citizen within the meaning of ection 4(b) 
of the Canadian Citizenship Act, as she is still a minor. 

Yours truly, 



I .. 
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Victori Build1 , 
7 O' Connor Stre t, 
Ott a, Canada. 

Le Section March 7th, 1951. 
DJS1 

To; The Under--Secreta1¥ of tate for 
Exte l Affairs,. 
Otta a, C ada. 
Att ention; .i£.. 1 . aur, Esq. 

Re: Sukezae on Kitamura, deceased, 
Status o K1ku 1 tamura, his i f e - J pan 
Your Refere.nee;; 27 .. VU-40. 

I to c o .ledge 6tld thank you for your tran 
note of February 28th, 1951, ai th · ch you enclo copy of 
mum.cation fro th Canadian Liai on ton in Japa.i , ·of Feb 
23, 1951, th refer nee to the above subj ect. 

Enclosed herewith you 11 !in a copy of letter r 
cently receiv t'ro ir. - • E. l)ug an, Re i trar of Can diua 
Citi~enship, itten under date or · arch 3rd, 1951 , ich y ou y 

i to nave on your files. 

• . • in.clair,. 
for ' istant Deputy C todian. 

• 
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• EXT. 67 

THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTT/\ WA ,Febrt1ary 28,1951. 

lo: The Custodian, 

Department of the Secretary of Stat~, Ottawa. 

The documents described below are att~ched for your information 

or for any action you consider necessary: Letter No .184 dated 23 
February,1951,from the Canadian Liaison Mission,Tokyo,Japan, 
concerning estate of iate Sukezaemon Kitamura. 

Also referred to: 

nil 

r Your ~ile No .1'7748 ui·.t-·ic~ Of' TtUJ -, 
Our file No.27-VU-40 CO:fl''!~l.4.f'J t 

f-1 · ... 0 ~. t E 
JMH-GFB I ·-

. Mf\R 3, , 1951, 1~ 

"6' A.IJ(I ,• ~ "~- •• I • ••••• •• 

. 
V 

P.Heeney/ 
Undcr-~ecretary of State 

for External Affairs l
. """ "{J k r . . . . .. . . . . . . 

,.~·n , .. 
\ ; : f 

Copies Referred 
To .......... . ... . 

No. of Enclosures 

Post File 

~oi Yo eii otre t, British Columbia. Since this could 
not be true if rs. Kitamura had- been i n Japan since 
1928, I asked her to provide me with a further properly 
c rtified extract from her family register so that I 
could check to see whether there had been a mistake 
in transcription or translation, or otherw1se explain 
the situation to me. 

Mrs. Kitamura offers the following explanation: 

nAs indicated above Toshi e as definitely 
born at Nagasone-cho, Hikone-shi, Shigaken, 
Japan, on April 2nd, 1931. 

"I think Mr. Sukezaemon Kitamura (my 
husband) was however in Vancouver, B.C., at 
the time and upon receiving word of arrival 
of his daughter 1mm diately reported the 
birth of Toshie, at the Court House, 
Vancouver, B.c., Canada, to record her 
existence. 11 

4. I have remembered that Eytaro, the son of 
Sukezaemon and Kiku Kitamura , made application for a 
Certificate of Proof of Canadian Citizenship through 
this ission, and on that occasion presented us 1th a 
properly certified extract from his family reg i ster. 
I have had the translation of this extract checked and 
re-checked and it definitely states that Toshie as 
born on April 2, 1931 at 301 Powell Street, Br itish 
Columbia. · 

• •• •••••• 2 
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Ext. 1-C DUPLICATE 

OTTAWA FILE 

.;'7 J/U .. ~ 
No •... / .•...... . .. . .. . . 

Letter No 184 .............................. SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

Date. ~~ ~-1:~.ary 23, 1951 .......................... UNCLASSIFIED 

FROM:The Canadian Liaison Mission, Tokyo, Japan 

TO: THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA 

Reference ... Y. . ~.~~.P.{i.~9P. .~C?!' . . 9~ . ~~ . !~A~?-.I\Y . . ?.Q . .+9.5.i ..... .. ..................... . 
Subject: .. _ij.5. tf.\ t~ .. 9!. . ~l?.~ .. J..& t~ . P.lJ..lc.~Zf:lt~J:Tl.Q~ .. JS:;i.'tfi.Il'}.W.~ .. ........................ .. 

Mrs~ Kitamura has written to me again and 
reiterated that her daughter Toshie was born in Japan 
on April 2, 1931. She has not, however, provided me 
ith a properly certified extract from her family 

register. 

2. In my letter to her, I had pointed &ut that, 
according to the extract from her family register 

Copies Referred 

hich e had previously transmitted to the appropriate 
Canadian authorities, her daughter Toshie was born at 
301 P ell Stre t, British Columbia. Since this could 
not be true if rs. Kitamura had· been in Japan since 
1928, I asked her to provide me with a further properly 
certified extract from her family register so that I 
could check to see whether there had been a mistake 

To .............. . 

No. of Enclosures 

Post file 

in transcription or translation, or otherwise explain 
the situation to me. 

Mrs. Kitamura offers the following explanation: 

"As indicated above Toshie as definitely 
born at Nagas one- cho, Hikone-shi, Shigaken, 
Japan, on April 2nd, 1931. 

"I think Mr. Sukezaemon Kitamura (my 
husband) as however in Vancouver , B.c., at 
the time and upon receiving word of arrival 
of his daughter immediately reported the 
birth of Toshie, at the Court Bouse , 
Vancouver, B.c., Canada, to record her 
existence.n 

4. I have remembered that Eytaro, the son of 
Sukezaemon and Kiku Kitamura , made application for a 
Certificate of Proof of Canadian Citizenship through 
this ission, and on that occasion presented us with a 
properly certified extract from his family register. 
I have had the translat ion of this extract checked and 
re-checked and it definitely states that Toshie las 
born on pril 2, 1931 at 301 Powell Street, British 
Columbia. · 

••••••••• 2 
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5. I think what has happened is fairly obvious. 
Probably, through misunderstanding of the Canadian l aws 
pertaining to nationality and immigration , the late 
Sukezaemon thought it important that he should establi sh 
that his daughter was born in Canada rather than i n Japan. 
It · is possible that he sought to obtai n a Canadian Bi rth 
Certificate for the child improperly and I should suggest 
that this be checked with the appropriate British 
Columbia authorities. I am further incli ned to think 
that in order to clinch the matter he registered the 
Canadian birth of his daughter with the Japanese Consul ate 
in Vancouver ~ 

A. 

A. R. enzies , 
Head of the Canadian 
Lia i son Mission i n Japan. 
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Legal Seetion 
DJSaED 

. ·~ 

Sun Life Assurance CQ pany of Cena ·a, 
n-t:.real, P.. • 

ttentlon: Jc,hn Gilpin, Esq .• , 
Special Seetion, Claims Department~ 

Victoria Buildin , 
7 O'Uonnor Street, 
Otta.a, Canada. 

a!'ch 5th, 1951 .. 

Dear Sirez- Re; Sukeznemon Ki tamure., eceased. , 
Your Policies 676,52A/5 and s6q,76Q, 

I wi5h to cknowledbe your letter of P'ohN ry 22nd, 
1951, and in rep~, assure you that this c se is receiving all 
pocsible attention. I enclose for your files not rial copy 
of a aeries of documents for arded to this office by r., enj\l.l'O 
K1 t ura, a brother of the cieeea ed . A et of tb.ese came 

ocu enta have been for ardsd to the Registrar of Cit. sen hip 
along with our re ~ue t for a repo.:·t on the ~i ti.; n ip atatua 
of Kiku titamura. and Eitaro Kitamura • 

.t ill be plea.sod to send you further advice when e 
hav r ceiv d the Registrar' s report. 

Yours very truly, 

. D. J • S.inc air, 
for -A istant 1}8 ty Cu todian. 
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) 
) 

1,5't--~.rzt!.. a.,_d,,.../ llot,,ry Public for the 

P vine of On rio; l:rf royal uthority ul1 appoint ci , r e iding t 

th Cit,y uf Ott d Provinee, do c rtify that the paper 

wr tings hereto annex Sche'ul 

p ctiv, l;y to this o rtificate ar true eopi s of documents produced 

d OllD to fr the custody of enjo Kit :ra, of Toronto, and 

purport.lng to b , "A", letter from r. l· J • Connolly the Dominion 

Go nt P &sport Officer, , ddreseed to s .. Ki tamura. 0 ~ 1-.3 Powell 

Street, V eouver, 13.o.,and ted the 17th day or Au s t, 19.:UJ 

111:$ , C rtitios.t of F. Cl.yraatre ., the British Vice-consul at 

Y oh , J pan, un er the official of the Bri ti '/ ice-Con• 

en ral, certifyin that the photograph attached tlmreto wa 

ted the 11th 

day oi' pri.1, 19;;5$ · uctt, a tran lati n f rom Japanese of a police 

o rtiticate of identtty insetih 6 on the back or the photo r ph re-

ferr to in SchedUle u91 ; 0 JJ", National Regi tration Card of 

Su ze. on Ki twau1·a, dat d June 22., l9l8g and "E", a Permit to 

Leave Cane. a , s gned by s. Kit. ura a appli.c nt, and dated Septem .... 

ber ~5th, 1917, tbe said c pie h ving been compared by e wl th tho 

said ori6in oeumeots, an ct t ereof ~ing requ ated I hs.ve rant

not.a.rial form and e 1 of office to s rve d avail as 

oce on s ll or q r quir • 

1. T 

d ot 

I hereof I have hereto subscribed 11\Y n 

ot office t 

arch,, 

Otta a, 

A.ii. 1951,. 

ry Public for the 
Pro 1no of OntAl"io. 

ar.d 



• 
fl " 

Otta t 17, l 21. 

l) . r . tr;-

'\o et.her th 

I enaloutng ber tb p port for y u, 

effiei r oeipt. for the f' e paid d the 

applloentt a c tifieate of n turaliz tion . 

Re arding t e vi £or J p , 1 uld a.dvlse 

you t co unio t m. th 'tl' e Japanese Consul at Vancouvel"• 

S. i .r ., ub· , 

G ·OP 

301- 3 Po ell Str t , 
Vaneou.ver , s. · c. 

El).,.p bl'l,l . · .3, l95l . 

Your f it.hf ly, 

) nJ. J. Connolly" 

P ssport Offio ,r, 



J 

C 

are to cert:i,fy t t I 

videnc produced to e, th t th 

tiwfi ' ro doou

to 

tt ch undor th offie l. al of this Con . at --0 ral i 

i!e of Suke~a on ..IT • 

In r i th and t t1: ony hereof I h v hereunto b-

et of office at th Briti n 

, thi el ventb day of pr il , 1925. 

\ ignod) 11 
~ -. C lyre tr x. 

a.a • •. Vice--Ooneul . 

(.:>T Q) \ ) 

lO . 7e.6d. 

6c1!!' ,<d ., 

6d. ld. 

COPY 
ED-F .bruary 23,1951, 

.. ' ,. ~ 



Translation No, 121 
from Japanese . 

Shiga-ken (pref eoture) I nugami-gun ( county) 

i taaoyanagi- mun, (village) 

,i f e of S~ezaemon Kitamura 

Oaza Nagasone No. 51 

e of' birth: July 7, 1904 

This is to certify that the individual described 

above is th e.ctua person, 

Dated~ February 16 , 194 

Signedi Soroku Kitamura (Seal of Office) 
Bead of the Village of K·H,aaoyanagi, 
· Oounty of Inugami. 

Copy 

.I 
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C AL ~bt Tl BO 

~t.i f 1 t mu t . ER 
be e rr1 d 
e pereon of l! 4 770 67 

re i trsnt 

t · "[ . I:s TO 1 T 

on Kita r, •• •••••••••••·•••••• ·• ••• • ·• • • •••• •• •••• •• 

t. l 19 cymour St. .. 
••••••• •••• ••••••••••••••••• 

Vaneouv'3r,. ••• a duly eg1 t er ed or e no. onal. purpose 

of •. ,.-!~ ••• l'' ..... ,. .•• 1918 

fJ 
\ Si ned) t1E1-ne t a. Roei • 

-·· ~······~···· ····· ······ ···· D ty e · trar 
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\ Ob dul B~ to Ord r in Council of y ... 4 ,1911) 

1, Suk aa on Kit ur ...... tJ ••••••••• ., •• ... ... ... ............. .. .If 

of Botel V cower, Vancouver, ••••• ,,.• ·••• •• • •••• , ••• .,.•• •• , •• 
llf to or city give tr t dr s ) 

in th Pr ovine of ar t ti b Columbia:, oe.th and do 

q th t I w · born t S a.ken, Jap on th lat•••••••••••• 

d of ' 
•• ,. • • ••• ,, that I a {an) 

on) J th t. I ve r bove dre s for ten 
{L~ Qf 

{ tur li 

'1 to and ref r for in entificat ion 
( · ·c.enc 
to: -

• • Turqu d 

Alu Os.le 

E. ·• Beck. 

o.f 

of 

or 
of 

ontr-eal1 

V ncouv r 

Hotel Vancouver 

Van. 

t tide r prmi on t o leave C a a to o to J pan ••• ~···••• 

ot si.x on th .•••••••• ..••••••••••• 

••• • •••••••• holiday-• •.•••••••••••• • .......... .............. ., •• • • •••••••• 

t t I ect to b absent from Cfll'l a for six ontb •••••.•••••••• 

y height i , ft.4 ini my weight is 1J5 lbs. 
y , s are Bl ~ck; y h ir 1 Bl c, 
y occupation i Hotel st rt ~s ) 

Th ttach ph.otog:rn b i o a good llkenes~ of (Photograph) 
tSe l.) five ( es~li&, { cl s) a -ro. 

lemn. declo.ration eou-
1 t to be t~e nd correct 
of e e force nd 

"-'r oath and by virtue of 
ct • 

Deelal"ed betore at V ncouvar 

t ' 5th d y 0 

ns. i.t ura8 ....••.•.......• , ...••...•....•.. 
Si tur of ppli o nt. 

n the prov inc of Brl t sh Columbia 

Septem'be:r ••••••••• 1 17 
"0• A. St&ven " ........ , ....•...••.•.••... 

Not ry Public, J..~ 

I ve be 11 pt'!r on lly c uainted th the ,above ent1on d ppllcant 

for oriod of thr (year ) (liel~uH,. I roco ze the above attached 

oto tru 1k nes of him. I bell v the ent h1ch he m o 

bove to corr et an ba,v se n hi in y presence tt ch his si gn tur 

on the hi 

"5• lCi n 

r • 
for ,.,B lK O .IONTREAL 

u. It. Cla.rlce" 

my 0 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ··································~ S1gnat.ur of .Applicant., Sig ture of B nk ,r ,Ch1 t of 
~ol1~£ ClerfiCall or Dominion 
Uov rnruent' omoer. 



• THE HEAD OFFICE OF THE 

SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPA NY OF C ANA DA . 
MONTREAL 

February 22, 1951. 
• ll ~ 

Mr . D.J. Sinclair, I .'iJ 

FEB 24 1951 

For Assistant Deputy Custodian, 
Department of the Secretary of State, 
Victoria Bldg., 
7 O'Connor St., 
Ottawa, Ont. '°" T ••••~ ' ....... 

1'..UNV ,.. • .......... 
,i~·»n J ,u.a . 

Dear Sir: 

Re: Sukezaemon Kitamura (Deceased) 
Your File No. 17748 
Our Policies 676,524/5 and 869,760 

. 

Upon receipt of your letter of February 13th we reviewed 
this case again. 

The only difference between the information on Form "D" 
filed January 1942 and that filed May 1948 is that the latter in 
respect to Policies No. 676,525 and 869,760 prepared after the 
assured 1s death was reported to us has bypassed changes in title 
which occurred from the time the policies were issued up until they 
became claims • · 

The Form 11D11 filed January 1942 indicates the beneficiary 
provision in each policy but in the case of Policy 676,525 and . 
869 760 this is qualified by the statement that we have on record 
an ;ppropriation by the assured and beneficiary dated September 2 
1925 under Policy 676,525 and by an appropriation by the assured ' 
dated February 16, 1943 under Policy 869,760 whereby Kiku Kitamura 
was named appropriatee under the policies in questiono We are sure 
you will find this explanation will clear up the apparent difference 
·n title. As far as our records are concerned ¥irs. Kitamura was 
the person entitled to receive the pr9ceeds of all three policies on 
the assured 1s death~ 

The deceased left a Will in which he endeavoured to name 
his first born son, Eitaro Kitamura as the only rightful heir to 
h' insurance. In our letter of January 12, 1950 we discussed the 
s~:tus of the Will in relatio~ to the legal d~spo~al of the policy 

roceeds in accordance thereW1.th •. Even at this time we are not quite 
P to what extent we should be influenced by the tenns of the Will 
sure · h d f di 1 f • If the funds were ~n our ~n.s o~ sposa we are? the opinion 
ht we would require the Joint discharge of Mrs. Kiku Kitamura and 

ta on Eitaro. It is usual for us to endeavour to be discharged b 
her s 1 · · h · ght h · h ;y-11 f the persons c aiilllng or w o Illl ave a rig t to claim an 
at 

O
st in the payment of policy proceeds. in ere 

You mention the possibility that both Mrs. Kitamura and her 

\ 
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Mr . D.J. Sinclair 

SuN LIFE AssuRANCE COMPANY 

OF CANAOA 

February 22 2 1951. 

son Eitaro will apply in due course for the Custodian's release of 
the funds arising out of these policies. If and when that action is 
taken it might be advisable to refer back to us in case it might 
appear proper to us to ask the Custodian to make the refund to the 
Company so that we can discharge our liability under the contracts 
to those persons whom we feel may have an interest in the settlement. 

JG/GF 

Yours very truly, 

Speci 
Claims 



l774S 

Le al, Section 
D U!:D 

J. E. Du an, Esq ., 

Victoria Buildin, 
'7 o•C-annor tr et , 
Otta a, Canada . 

rem 5th, 1951. 

Regi trar of Citizenship, 
Department of Citizenship nd I ·gmtion, 
est Bl ock, Otta a, Can a. 

Dear Sir:- Rea Statu o Kiku itamura and 
Eitaro Kitamura,. · 
Your Reference: 852- 50. 

Since lett er of Febiuary . th, 1951, I have re-
ceived corres ond.ence ruid document. ich b r on the bo e subJect 
and I enelose here itb. for your use one set of not copies of 
certain certificates foI rded to t i office and eopy of letter 
i l fr r. Ken . Kit .ura of Toronto, whien co\l'ers the tr nsmitta.l. 
of the d certificates,. 

I trust .iiat t e bov 
you in ebtablisb.ing the status of t 

for 

y be of so is 
partia cone.am d. 

ce to 

Yours v ry truly, 

D. J. Sinol. r, 
tant Deputy CU todian, 



• 
177/.8 

Le al Section 
D o: 

I \ 

Ken . Ki temu~ , Esq ., 
587 Yonge Street , 
T ronto, Ont rio. 

Victori 11din, 
7 1 onno1· Street, 
Otta a , Canad.a . 

ch 5th, l95L 

Dear Sir:- Re: Sukez emon Ki 4 ura, eceas 
Sun Life Policies Nos . 676524/5 

and 6976011 

I be to ackno led e your letter land 4, dated Febru
ary 15th, 1951, th · ich you enclosed th original d cum ts as 
stated in letter 1 . Notari l copies have b en prepared in our 
office an I et urn the origin 6 t you th th s for your 
splend1 ao...oporat1on. 

I trust t t these doeum. nts · n be of aistance, but 
I would point out t o you that the c rtificat ppll by th 
Bri ti Wl Vice...Consul does not certify that Kiku 1 tamura is, 1u 

· fa.ct, the wife o! Sukeza · on i tamur c it certifi th t th 
photo raph ttached 1 th t of Ki i twnura and 1 t merely re-
·Ci t i Ki tamur o.s the · o of Sukez n Kit ura. Thia, 
tberef ore, eome under tho. category of reci t of a eel fa.ct 
and not £ ct d :ueed fro ubmi t't 

You v ry truly• 

.. J . ~incl.air, 
for s i tant l> uty Custodi • 



No. 47/1951/ JP. Ottawa, March 3rd, 1951 • 

• File No . 17748/ Legal Section/ DJS/ ED. 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. D.J. SINCLAIR. 
Re: Sukezaemon Ki tamura, Dec'd Sun Life Insu

rance policies 676524/ 5 & 869?60. 

With reference to your Memo of February 23rd, 1951, I am 
hereby enclos i ng translation from Japanese into English of a wri
ting on the reverse side of Mrs. Kiku Kitamura picture. 

At the same time I am returning to you this picture and 
your f ile No . 17748 with all documents i -- , concerning the 
above mentioned estate . 
Encl osures . 

Ja 



• 
VlE! lORJI.ND 11\ FOR MR. M PA lLlL:A. 

Re : Sukezaemon Ki t amura , deceased , 
Sun Life Policies 676524/5 & 869760 . 

Herewith is a cert ificate of the Briti sh Vi ce-Con
sul at Yokohama , Japan , wit h pict ure of Mr s . Ki ku Kitamura at-
tached. ill you kindl y arrange for a t r ansl at ion of 
the J apanese wr iting on t he rever se si ' e of her picture . The 
original mus t be ret urned t o my correspondent and I would ask 
you t o expedi t e the translation as effecti vely a s possible 
and to t ake t he great est care that t he wax seal attached 
remains unbroken. 

File No. 17748 
Le al Se ction 
Ott awa , Canada . 
February 23> 1951. 
DJ::> : ED . 

( 
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CA B LE ADDRESS " KITAMURA " 
P HONE MIDWAY 0062 

\ ·o,,1c1. or tr 1 ·-i1 
·. CUSTODI N i 

· R ~o,r~Vtr.:!]) HEAD OFFICE 
OSAKA. JAPAN 

PACIFIC 
FE 20 1951 I 

R~E~~ .~.~J.~.JR~ 
TUlU/ ill 11... • •• . ...... ( 

Alll'.i .lW ' PILI 
587 YONGE Iij.E:FJ;,, . ,a ( v · . ~, O • l, letter) 

page 1 TORONTO . ONT ... _]f_~_p_!'lla. r.Y .. J.5~.f.l ..... ... . .. 19 .5.1.!. 

llr. D. J. Si ncla i r , 
for As s i s t nt De u t y Custo i an . 
Depa.rt11 ent of t lle Sec r et a ry of St a te 

Off ice of the Custodia n. 
Victori a Buildine, 

Re ;~ Your file #17748. 
Le a l Sec t ion 

DJS : ED 
7 0 1 Contor Stre e t, 
Ot t awa , Can d a . Re; Es t a te of Su eza emon Kit amura, dec ease~. 

Dea r Sir;-

I beg to ackno ;vl edge receipt of v our letter of the 
12th Inst a.nce 1 as you mentioned in y our lett e r I am a brother 
of t h e late r. Suke zaemon = it :mura who died _.,.ov em, er 19th 1941. 
a t .,." ... gas one-cho, Hikone- shi, Shigak en , J a pan. 

Accordingly Mrs. Kiku. Kit amu r a , i s my si ter . i n le..v 
e,nd 1 er hus a nd .:rr , S. Kit arr.ura , told me a u m e r of t i mes t 8t 
t e b eneficiary, of h is Sun Life Policies #676524, #676525 end 
#86 9760, was h is v ife, a s writt en on t h os e thre e pol ici es. 

Re ;- :.:rs . Kiku . Kit2 mura , 
· i th r egar d to Mr s . Kilrn . ~7;: i t amu r a ' s 

s t a tus as a Can ad iancitizen, as you requ este . , I am enclo i ng 
t h e oriGi nal certifica te sign ed v the Br itish Consula te- . 
Genera l, Yokohama , Japan . on April 11th 1925 to t h e effec t 
that the Vice Consul has been s ~ti s fied by document a ry evidence 
produc ed to him tha t Kiku, Kit 2.mu. r a , is t he wife of Su .eza.emon. 
Kit amura , 

Re; - :illyt a ro. Kit 1:.mure. , ( l.!.rs. Kiku . Kit c.1~ura 1 s s o. ) i s pe r s ono,l 
n1stor:v 2.s foll ows ; -

Hr; -

BI RTH 

Da t e of i r t h , • . • . • • . , 
P 1 El c of i rt , .. .. . • • 
a tt e~ded doctor; . , . ... 
Name of f a t her, .. . .. •• 
Name of mot her 1 • ••••• •• 

CERTIFICATE NU1IBER 1 ••••• 

E-yt a ro :dt arnu r a , ....... .. . . •.•. 

•Ir. Sukez e.en:on . Kit a:mu r a , 

an t 192. 
Genera l Hosp i ~a l, VGncouv er , B. C. 
Dr, 1!Ta lt-.er S Turn u 1, 
Sukezaemon. Kit amu r a , 
Kiku. Kit ar,1u r a , 
No . 3574 ~ 
Received a t Court Hou s e 1 Vancouv e r. 
i n J anu a ry 1928 . 
Sa iled from Vancouv er , B. c. 

to okohame., 
:.ray 17th 1928 · 

mp ress of Caned a , accomp n ied 
by h i s p rents. 

He wa s natura liz ed i n 1915. a nd h is c e rtific a te of 
na tu!lc'l.liza tion rea ds a s follo v s ;-

Feb 127/15 .... . Registry ; - Vane ouver M:e, rch 16th 19liz. 

( 1; ext page ) 



Ofo.~ let te r) PACIFIC REMEDY STORE 

587 YONGE STREET 

Page 2,- - TORONTO . ONT .. ..... :E'.Efl).~?~XY .. .. :1:5._t.p. .. .. .. .. . 19 . .5.J .. ~ 
~ . D. J. Sinclair, 

l'or Assist nt Deput~· Custodian . 
Ott awa , Canada. . 

(A) 

(B) 

( C) 

• • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • 

• • • • • • • • • • 

I am , a lso, enclosing papers as follows ;-

p . . ... 1 ° d 9 7 ( S K 1 ) ernn.t 1.,0 e. ve vana a , .. . dated 1 l • , s 

Certifi ca te of Regisirit ion " 1918 . " 

A letter from Mr. J. J. Connolly, passport 
Officer Depa rtment of externa l Affa irs, Otta~a , 
to Sukezaemon .Kit amur . • ted August 17th 1921. 

For our information, I am enclosing he rewith t hose (A) (B) (C) 
and 1as . Ki:ru . Kit amura ' s cert if ic .,, te of me.rriag e i s . ued at 
Britis Consulate -General , Yokohama , J apan. Th erefore, please 
retu rn these original papers to me aft e r t hey have served -·our 
purpos e. 

_ OTE: - ple.,,se d o not bre k or damage WAX SEAL of 
~rs. Kitamura Kiku' s arr i age cert if icat e. 

In a ccordanR_e wit_these docume.ts, the vriter, lso, firmly 
trus t ·rrs. iku. Kite.Il'D..lra , is a Ca na i e.n Citizen, as t_is is 
he r def "nit e understa1 d i n g e\rer s i nce s he was in C nad a . 

Trust ing those m 
k i nd attention, I rem in 

Your 

Per, 

KK/PR 

tters will receive your 

tru~ . 

... ?:.~~~ 
Ken . Kit amura , 



CABL ~ ADD R ESS " KITA M URA " 
PHONE MIDWA Y 0 0 6 2 HEAD O FF'ICE 

OSAKA. JAPAN 

• PACIFIC REMEDY STORE 

( Jo. 2 Letter.) 
587 YONGE STREET 

TORONTO. ONT .... :F..e.9._J:'.1).1:t!'.Y )5.t.4 ... ...... 19_51_. 

Mr . D. J. Sincla ir, 
for Assist ant Deputy Custodian, 
Victori n. Building, 
7 O'Conno r Street , 
Ott awa , C n da . 

Re vour f il e #17748. 
Legal Section. 
DJS:ED 

De a r Sir ; - Re : _E_s_t_a .... t __ e ___ o_f ___ Su ___ k __ e"'"'z_a __ e_m=o_n~K;..;:i:..;;t"""e..;,;. mu=-::r::..;a_,i.......;d-e_c_e_a=s .::;;ro;.;.. •• 

Mrs . Ki ku . Kit amura , ~ rot e to me the ot_er day 
and her letter reads es follo ws ;- (tr ns l tion ) 

11 I e..m. go ing to transfer the thr ee policies of rrry l at e 
husband a t Sun Life Assurance Co. , to my son, .E-yt a ro. 
Kit mura, who i s returni g to C~nada , as soon a s he receives 
t he permit from Depart ment of External Affa irs , Ott c~wa , 

(( above app lic at ion made 01 De cembe r 12th 1950) at Iurmi gration 
Offic e , Toronto , Ont ario )) 

For this t1~ansfer I hav e to trave l by t:r~in to 
the Not ary Public Office at Hachiman- shi , Shigaken . as it 
is the only office in t h is prefectu re, Ho ;ever, when I 
rec eive the offici a l documents of tr nsfe r I rill mail it 
to you and ask you to forwa rd the same to Sun Life Assuranc e 
Company., 

I have r equested and ag reed with Eytaro Kit mura 
to ~epos it t e money derived from the t hree olicies to 
Sun Life Assurance Company., and the deposit t.o be u sed 
in the future as follo ws ;-

(A) 

(B) • 11 •• 

For the educ a tion in Can E>.da of Eytaro Kit amu r a . 
( he graduated Hi kon e- Commercial Universit y in 1g50 ) 
I sincerely hope that s ome d y he ·i1 op~rate a 
bu s i n ess i n Canada , a s is f athe r did in V .nc ouver 
B. C. Can da . 

Hoping you will understand my i nt ent ion '~ 

----- ------- - - - - END, -- -------- ---- - -

i th regard to t .e a ove trans fer details, I 
would thank you if you ould be k ind enou gh to advic e 
whether a~e i s a le transfer t he t h ree policies to her 
son, i n t he meantime ~e wi l l t ake no action until y our 
valued advice is received. 

Thanking 
and hop i ng to hear 

KK/PR 

you for y ou r a tte@~~n a t .i s matt er 
fro~ you , I re~, in 

/ .,, t Y 1 rs s i nce rely, 

Per, •• . •.• ~ ••••• 
Ken . i amura, 
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177A8 
Victoria Building, 
7 o •t:onnor traet, 
Otta , Canada. 

Le S otion 
DJ..? :ED 

February 13, 1951. 

of Can a, 

Att tion.. r . J ohn Gilpin, 
Special Section, C , · Dep rtment. 

Dear Slr:1, - Rea luk.ezaemon Kit ure. , deoea ed, 
Your Policies No , 67652J/5 . &6976 • 

In thi e ho.v,a not; yet reaehed t he point where re-
lea ia i mi.nent , but both rs. Kitaraur and her son, Eita.ro, 
a.r entitle to es b ish t heir .,tatus as Canadian citizens and l 
pr o th t in due c urs e pplication will be f iled by them for 
re 

Gl . cine, roe · ov .r t he file 1 t oul<f ese to me that in 
your eor:res on.denca l a t ye r you throw some doubt a.s to the beoe-, 
ficia.ry under t abov -nwnl:>ere<i policies . As a matt r of act 

t o t of ro D8 of record and they indicate the fol-

ir t, form. "Dl of January, 1942, indicates t at t he 
t ei of . ey #67b5'2.4 1 K ~u i tamura, fe of the decea J 

n policy #6765 5 th bert.sf~c1 ry of Konjuro i ura, broth ~ of 
the deee od;- in policy #S 976 , the beneficiary 18 iUku Kit ma · 
tor n Ei taro it,emura.. 

Seeondl;y:1 in the Form npn data May ,. l 9JJ?. , untler th 
po icy # 76524 the beneficiary i · rs . Kiku itamura, 5 N.a as e-
m chi, Hikone- 1 , hi a, Japan . In Policy 16765 5 ~,\l bene ici-

cy i rs.. ik:u · i tamura, wii"e, e o.ddrees as above, • . In Policy 
Ii b<:/76 the 'benefiqie.ry is r.s. iku it UN\ , s e addr e ·as above. 
'lhe e aioere e;ncies ay hs.ve corrected at l tar d. te by a 
fo . dil.'ection tQ the C'o pi:my and 1n hioh dir otion the C p y 
ay have o.oncu.rred ... (;)ting the descriptions ori n lly set <>ut for 

.the beneficiaries an setting up ne. ones . Any ehan ca tow us 
the ere tion of rfi . Ki temura s beneficitt?j ·'l!lnder e ch Qi' t e pol1-
cie woul be understandable and ppreoiate , a s e is a prefe:tT -
cl litS 'benef 1ciarJ under Canadian insurance l a • 

ould you be in enough to c eo' your recor ds and 1 t us 
1tno·11 defini tely t e na.me of t e beneficiary of record w1 th the SUn 
Lif Aa sure.nee Co paey on each o the a!d polic1as. 

Your vexy truly , 

D. J. · 1nelair, 
for A oietant Deputy Cu todian. 

d 
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1771.B 

Le · al Section 
S: ED 

ar. Ken Kitamur , 
5 7 Yo·n e Street, 
T..:>ronto, Ontario . 

Dear Sir:.- Re: 

Victoria Buildin , 
7 0 ' onnor Street, 
Ott a , Cane.de.. 

'F br ary 12th , 1951 . 

ra, deceased . 

I am advised that you are ,a brother of the late Sukeza.e on 
Kitamura oGe ii o , i u Kitamura, presently reaidill in Js.pen, 
i-1 endeavourin to ecure the rel a.se o.£: her interest n the 0 tat 
of the late r . · t ura . · 

If it were possible for her toe tabli bar st tua as 
Canadian citizen con 1deration ooul.d be · iven to her claim. 
have recently been ~ Vi 6ed th t you hav in your pose eion a 
tifioate si ed by the British Vice-Consul in Yokohama on April ll, 
1925, to the effact that eh s beens ti fied by oocumentary evi
dence produced to him that Ki u Kitamura. i the ife of Suke aemon 
tcit ura . I t is possible th t ti.tis docu ent mi t bear con ider-

ble ei t in thi ea ... e . · ould it be possible for you to for-
e.rd it to thi ofi'ic for us in this connection? I f you de-

sire tho orig1oal. back e ill be vary ple aed to o copies or 
our o ill uoe en return the ori nal to. you in due eourse. If 
you have in your po sesai.0?1 a:r,.y other tertal. b arin on the ci ti
zenship tatua or either . rs. itamura or her on , Eitaro , it would 
b :reat.cy appr ec1 ted 1£ you would 1r rd it lso for our crutlny 
and use. 

for 

Yours ver:1 truly, 

D. • t>inellir, 
tant D puty Cu todi • 



• 
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17748 

Leg l Section 
: ED 

J . E. Duggan , Eeq~, 
R gistrar of Citi zenship, 
Department of Citizens p 
eat Block , Otta a. 

I.mmi r ation , 

Vi ctor! Buil i ng, 
7 O' Connor Str eet , 
Ot ta a , Cana, a . · 

FebNa.r y l ' , 1951. 

Dear.-~ Sir: - : Stat of iku Kitamura and 
Ei ro Kit ura. -
Your References 852-50 . 

Since our letter of ovember 1st;, 1950, e have been un
able to eeure any co plet report throu hour Can dia.n Li ·son 
issi on i n J apan until to-d~ . I enclose hore i th fo r y ur 

u e a copy of a letter, 1/92 , d ted Ja.nuar,; 29th, 1950, f t h 
ssion i n J apan . 

e ar not too great l y concern d 1'i th th t us of th 
dau.ghter, Toshie , but i t is imp r ~t ive t our r oords i n i cate 
the status of the do , Kiku itamura and the son, Eitaro Kita-
ura . I t r ust you nll no be in a po i t ion to l et us 

have a elear cu t report on the tat ua of e ch of t h • 

Your very truly , 

D • • Sinclair., 
for Assist, t D put1 oustodi n . 



REPLY TO !IE ADDRESSED TO : 

THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA 

Your File: 17748 
our File: 27-VU-40 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CANADA 

OTTAWA, 

FE ~ 1951 
fl.a T • • •~~ 

TAU"·'•,-.,. ~ ~~ .f"O 
j-'il)Y ' Ol',- <!l'; 

Februa , i~•-~~~ 

The Assistant Deputy custodian, 
Department of the Secretary of State, 
Ott aw a. 

I refer to your letter of January 
31, concerning the status of Mrs. Kiku Kitamura, 
widow of Sukezaemon Kitamura. 

I have just received letter No. 92 
from Tokyo, a copy of which is enclosed. I 
shall inform you .as soon as any further word 
is received. 

t 
~L..__ 

~.H. GILMOUR 
(A.D.P. Henney) 

Under-Secretary of State 
for External Affairs. 



---- • i,,.,. 

_,. 

DUPLICATE 

OTTAWA FILE 

27-VU-l+O No •.• • . • • ••• ••.•••..••• 

let ter No 92 .... .. ........................ SECURITY CLASSIFICATION 

Date January 29, 19 51. . .. . ............. .. ............. . .. UNCLASSIFIED 

FROM: The Canadian Liaison Mission, Tokyo, Japan. 

10: THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAI,RS, CANADA 

Re f Your letter No. C.956 of November 7, 1950. 
erence ... . ... . . . .......................................... · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

1. According to informat~on provided by 
Mrs. Kitamura she married Sukezaemon Kitamura on 
January 18, 1923, at Nagasone-cho, Hikone-shi, 
Shiga-ken, Japan. Mrs. Kitamura made her first 
trip to Canada with her husband in the spring of 
1925 and landed at Vancouver, British Columbia~ 

I , 
2. Mr . Ken Kitamura, the widow's brother-
in-law whose address is 587 Yonge Street, Toronto, 

_________ , Ontario, claims that he is in possession of a · 
certificate signed by the British Vice Consul in . 
Yokohama on April 11, 1925, to the effect that he 
has been satisfied by documentary evidence pro-

C.Opies Re £erred 
To . . .... . ... . ... . 

duced to him that Kiku Kitamura is the wife of .. 
Sukezaemon Kitamu~a. 

3. According to Mrs . Kitamura her daughter, 

Hikone-shi, Shiga-ken, Japan . I have already 1 • 

Toshie, was born on April 2, 193i, at Nagasone-cho, ' 

transmitted to you the original extract from Mrs. · 
K1tamura 1 s family register which we had obtained, 
so I am unable to determine whether the extract was 
not copied correctly from the original document or 

-~~~-----, whether a mistake was made in its translation . I 
No. of Enclosures have requested Mrs. Kitamura to provide me with a 

further properly certified extract from her family 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . register and when it is received I shall inform you 

c~--------, eoncerning its contents vis a vis Toshie. · 

Post File 

41-0 No .... . ... . ...... . 

11 

A. R. ME ZiES 

A. R. Menzies, 
Head of Canadian Liaison Mission 

In Japan . 

j 



......_ ._ -

• 
1771.S 

Victoria Building, 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Otta a , Oanada. 

Leg l Seetion 
DJ : D 

January Jl, 1951. 

The Under-Secret~ of State for 
Ex+..orna.l Af f rs• 
O't tawa, Cana a. 
Attention: • ·• Gilmour I Esq . 

Re: Sta-t,1113 of Kiku Kitamura, ,if e. ,ot' 
S:ukeuemou li tmnura. .... J ape.n ... 
Your Ref rence, 27-vu-49. 

o houlci be inter t e to ktio· if th r h.ave been e.ny 
new develop!i\ent in conn. et.ion ith the above m tt r iuoe your 
e patch uumbe-rad C 956 under te of Nov . ber 7, 1950. 

D. J . St.ncl.air, 
for As istant Deputy custodian. 



THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTT AW A, November 7, 1950 
To: The Deputy custodian, 

Department of the Secretary of state, 
O t t a w a. 

The documents described below are attached for your information 

or for any action you consider necessary: 

Also referred to: Your letter of November 1, 1950, 
your file: 17748 

EXT. 67 

NOV 9 1950 

\ 

~ 
. l'-----/ L-Dl ~ ! '-----/ 

ch,- (A.D.P. Heeney) U Under-Secretary of State 
for External Affairs 
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17748 

otion 

To: The Un er-&or t ary of State for 
External Af air , 
Ottawa, Canada. 
ttenti n: r . E. H. il r. 

Re ; 

V ct .Building., 
7 O'Connor Str et, 
Otta: , C ne.da . 

Nov ber 1 t, 1950. 

T e e tablishin3 of · u K t uM• statua a 
or a Japanese oi tiaen is e ent 81. before .final. co i 

e in- r espective of t r l.e • e of her e et • 

C uad1 

, Your co-operation ill. be gre tly appr cia.t • 

• J, incl r , 
f o?i' A i et .nt Deputy oustod1an . 



17748 

Victoria Buildi , 
7 0 ' Connor Stroot, 
Otta a , Canada. 

Legal Section 
.DJd:ED 

Nov ber l, 195 • 

J.. • Dug 8.a;t Esq., 
Regi tra.r of Canadian C 't sen i p , 
Depa.rt ent or Citi' enship & bm ration , 

e t Bloc , Otta a , Cana ·• 

De r Bir:- · Re: Status of iku i t s.mt.1.r , if e of 
. Suk · e;non K t ura, Your Ref; 5 -50 . 

I i h to t hank you for your l etter of October 21:lth , ·195 , 
&.""Id to dViae that I em t in up .itb t e C ian Liaiaop. Office 
in Tokyo t e questions ra:.L ed int e l et~er. 

I h ve once a n glance thr b the file IU'ld I notic& 
t,pinion of r . • Tsuruok , Chief of e Liaison Seeton, ttom.ey
General' Office , Toq o, in Mah he axpre ... s es h i vi s a.s t.o Kiku 

i t u:ra ' s retention of Japane e n tional.ity. I quote £1'0 hia 
lett~r the foilowin: 

nrn c s · when Mrs. K:i~ 1 hes equired Cana ian 
nationali t.y llD1 er provi si on.s of C a ian l aw th.ro h n turall -
· .o.tion of her bu • h h• _ taneousl;r lost pan.0e . 
n t101'1&l ty und r Art icle 21 of the old rationality I,;aw of 
Japan . 

1 • Pert l'l nt excerpt f r o t · ta. 
a tie>Q 1 ty Law 

n(La o . 66 of 1 99, a d by La No. 27 f l 16 
JA No.19 of 1924, Law No.195 of 1947 and Law No . ~39 
or 1949) 

Article :a.. I! th wif.e ~ cbil.d o pereon o lo ... e 
J p e ne.tionelity acqui r the .said per on•s n. n tional-
1ty, they hall lo e Japane e natiOJlal.ity. n 

Your very tr1al,y, 

D. J. incld.r, 
for si t . t Depu.ty CUS todi .. 



I SM - 1-50 

CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION 
CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP REGISTRATION BRANCH 

JED/BK 

D O N OT WRITE ON MOR E TH AN ON E 

S UBJ ECT IN ANY ONE L ETT ER 

D. J. Sinclair, Esq., 
for Assistant Deputy Custodian 
Custodian's Office, 
Victoria Bldg., 7 O'Connor St. 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

Dear Sir: 

OCT 31 1950 
P-iH '1"8 • •• 

1'..UN•,•t 11 • • • 

•-.i·~n J 

0 •• • 

Re: Status of Kiku Kitamura, wife of 
Sukezaemon Kitamura. 
Your file: 17748, Legal Section. 

I have your letter of October 16 enclosing a copy of 
translation of the family register in connection with the 
above. There are, I think, certain factors in this c<a.se 
requiring clarification. There are, for instance, some 
contradictory statements. The Head of the Canadian Liaison 
Mission in Japan reported in paragraph four of his letter of 
January 26th, 1950, as follows:-

"We have seen the Canadian passport of the 
deceased, Sukezaemon Kitamura, No. 41713, issued _ 
at Ottawa on May 11, 1928, and renewed there on · 
6th March, 1935. The deceased 1 s wife, -Kiku 
Kitamura, was included on the pa$sport. She 
returned to Japan finally in 1928 and the deceased 
returned in 1933. The latter apparently was 
naturalized in Canada on February 26, 1915. 11 

It is stated in the family register that Eitaro-~itamura, 
son of Sukezaemon and Kiku Kitamura was born at Vancouver on -
the 8th January, 1928 and that his sister, ;rQsbi e~ - - ·~ 
a,t VaI},_couver YQ.ll t he 2nd _ ~ There is something wrong 
with - this statement of the birth of Toshie in Canada· in 1931 
if the mother, Kiku, actually returned to Japan in 1928 and 
has not since been in Canada. Kiku Kitamura should explain 
this discrepancy. It is clear from the family register that 
the marriage of Sukezaemon and Kiku Kitamura took place on 
the 18th January, 1923, but it does not state where. If the 
marriage took place in Canada (the husband is supposed to 
have entered Canada in 1915), is there any evidence of the 
registration of the marriage in accordance with the laws of 
the province of British Columbia? It is possible that the 
marriage, if it took place in Canada and was not registered, 
was not a legal marriage. 

Yours truly, 

itizenship. 



• 
17748 

Le Section 
DJS:F.D 

_ • • Dug an, E •. , 

Victoria. Buil ng, 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Otta , C nada . 

October 16, 1950. 

Re istrar of Cana an Citizenshi ., 
Department of Citizenship and Immigimtion, 
est Bloclt, Ott e., Canada. 

Dear ir:- Re: t tu of 1 u itamura, ife of 
Sukezaemon Kitamura. 
Your Reference; 852-5 - J /V 

. In response to your re : st of Octob r 11th , 195 , I 
enelos herewith copy or tronsl tion of the f~ ily regi.ter 
in connoction d. th t he above. Your attent ion 1 direete to 
the paragraph mid e.y do tb.e a eet 11.oh is cr.a:sd and hich 
identifi es Ki and decl. .res her e to Sukezae on Itamura.. 

I tru~t that tht information ill be dequate £dr 
y ur purpose and hall alt further dvice from you in the at
ter of Ki Kiuimr I ci ti~cnsb1p tatua . 

Yours very truly, 

D. • Sine.lair, 
for s1 tent Deputy custodian . 



CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF CITIZENSHIP AND IMMIGRATION J ED/VIW 
. CAN~DIA~ CIT~ZENSO~; ,,:;: 1s~ 1 ATION BRANCH 

I N Y OUR REPLY PLEASE REFE R TO 852-8 r of'PaC~ ta \; 
CITIZEN S HIP FILE NUMBER ... . . . . . .... . .. .. .. . . i\ cu:sTot>t.4-• . DO NOT WRITE ON MOR E TH AN ON E 

S UBJ ECT IN ANY ONE L ETTER 

· ~REC~· CL> 
. 13 1950 

... 
p,A11 'f8• •• 
1DNl."'iffUJ. • ' ' t) b,.~· 

.. M 'UJY \ . 

- -=-=_..,,_.,._ ="--~- .. 
I 

' Ottawa , October 11, 1950 • 

D.J. Sinclair, Esq., 
For Assistant Deputy Custodian, 
Department of the Secret ary of St ate 
Victoria Bldg., 
OTTAWA . 

Sir: 

RE : St atus Kiku Kitamura, wife of Sukazaemon Kitamura, 
deceased. Your file 17748. 

I have received your letter of October 2, 1950, con
cerning t he above. 

It will be necessary f or us to know t he date of the 
~ ------~-- marriage of Ki.k.u Kitamura so t hat we may r elate it to the date 

of the husband 's naturalization in Canada and thus det ermine 
whether or not Mr s . Kitamura has the status of a Canadian 
citizen within t he meani ng of Section 9(l)(c) of t he Canadian 
Citizenshi p Act. If the date of the marriage does not appear 
in your files it may be possible for us to obtain the inf qrma-

25 M- 1-50 

tion from the Canadi an Liaison Mission in Tokyo. However, I 
shall await a reply from your office be-fore writing to Tokyo 
via External Affairs. 

Yours truly, 

Citizenship . 



.... 
17748 

Your ile: JED/V 52- 50. 

Victoria Buil ing, 
7 01Connor Street, 
Ot ta: , Can ada. 

Legal Section October 2, 195. 
J : ED 

• E. gan , Esq., 
Ragistr of Cane.di n Citizenship, 
Depar ent of Ci :tizensnip and I ration , 
est Block, Otta a .. 

Dear ir: .... Re: Kiku Kitamura., 
Kitamura, Decea 

e of Sukaza n 
, 

I refer to a aph f our of your l etter of bruary 
28th, 1950, regard to the pre ent n ti.on ity of the bove 
subject.. In this eonnect on I enclo e for your consideration 
a copy of an opinion ai ed by &n of fieer of Ui ta17 Headquarters 
in To o, exp1•eaain the vie s ot t e J anese Attorney• s-Goneral. 
office. 

ould you ind.ly let u ave your vies as to r. 
Kit ura•s f resent tatus a Can dian ci tizen. 

Your va tnily, 

for 
D. J .. Sin e air, 

Bi tant puty Cueto. ·• 



177/$ 

Legal Section 
DJ'S:ED 

Victoria BUilding, 
7 O•Connor Street, 
Otta a , Canad • 

Oct ber 2nd, 195 • 

Sun Li£ ssurance C PMJ' of C&Xiada, 
Do inion Squaa,e, , 

ontre"3-, P. Q. 

ttentiot'lf J. Gilpin, Esq .. , 
§aeoj.al eotion, _(Haims Department. 

Dear Slr :- Re; Kiku itamura, · f of S a aemon Ki t amur 
Your Policies Numbers 676,521/5 & 869 ,76Q1 

In this case e have be nde :vouring to ecur 
dete1 ination or the above bject•s nationality. e b.a.ve no 
received through our .isaion in J an co tment fro th t torn
&y ' -Generol office of the Diplomatic Section, General Headquart ers 
of t e Supre e Co ander for the Alli Power in 'l'oqo, vr ich r d 
in pe.rt as follo11s:-

0In ea.s when a . K:tku Kitamura has aequired 
Can d.i n tionol.i ty under prov i ion of C ion l w 
through n turaliution of her hu band, e ha~ almul tane us
ly lost J pane nationality under rtiel.e 21 of th · old 

tional.ity Law of J · " 

I hall 
tion s 

Ae this tter 1 befor our De rtment of ·c1uz -ship 
to 1et you have. their iri the pr nt itua-

are t • 

our va'r7 tl'Ul,y, 

l>. J,.. inolair,_ 
to:r A S1 tant Depu.ty C to 
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R E PLY TO BE ADDRESSED TO: 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CANADA 

\ 

THE UNDER- SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR E X TERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA 

Your file: 17748 
Our File: 27-VU-40 

Ott aw a, 
September 12, 

The Assistant Deputy Custodian, 
Department of the Secretary of St~te, 

Ott aw a. 

1950. 

- OFPiCE OF T i ~ ~ 
CU TODIA ~ 

C ~ l V ·..iu 
lie !5 11 , \ ~···,. . .. . . . . ....... . 

1.AAMl,•Ul ,..,, ..,.eofiL•i• • • t 
1alliiw:1, 

.1 ----~-..:.-,---
I refer to your letter of July 10, 

1950, concerning late Sukezaemon Kitamura. 

The Canadian Liaison Mission in 
Japan has been informed in a note from the 
Diplomatic section of General Headquarters, SCAP, 
that-, according to information received from the 
Japanese Attorney General's office, Mrs. Kiku 

lKitamura, lost her Japanese nationality, if she 
acquired Canadian nationality through the · 
naturalization of her husband. 

The above-mentioned note covered a 
memorandum from the Attorney General's office dated 
July 17, 1950, setting out the pertinent legal details 
on which the Attorney General's office bases its 
opinion. I am attaching a copy of this memorandum. 

~~ 
t J ( ~ . -h-4J.~ .J } 

VJ... A. v. • .o.eeney 
Under-Secretary of State 
for External Affairs. 



TO 

FRO 

1 

• . 

Diplomatic Section General Headquarters of the Supreme 
Commander for the Allied Po ers. 

Attorne~- General's Office • 

SUBJECT: Canadian Mission Request for I nformati on re Nationality of 
'irs. Kiku KITAi URA 

l) 

(3C} 17 J uly 1950 

nee: emorandum from Diplomatic Section, GHQ., SCAP . , 
29 arch 1950, subject as above. 

In case hen Mrs . Kiku K.ITAmRA has acquired Canadian national i ty 
under provisons of Canadian law through naturalization of her 
husband , she has simultaneously lost Japanese national i ty 
under Article 21 of the old National ty Law of Japan. 

Pertinent excerpt from the Law 
Nationality Law 

(La No. 66 of 1899, as amended by Law No. 27 of 1916, 
La No . 19 of 1924, Law No. 195 of 1947 and Law No. 2J9 of 1949) 

Article 21 . If the wife and child of a p rson who loses Japa nese 
nation 1 ty acquire the said persons' new nationality, 
thy sh 11 lose Japanese nationality. 

For th Attorney-General: 

4 ??~.L,,--
s. TSURUOKA 

Chief, Liaison Section, 
Attorney-Oenera l 1s Office 



,.. 

To: 

THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA, September 6, L950 . 

The Office of the Custodian, Depa rtment of the Secretary 
of State , Ottawa • ..... .... .. ........ ............ ............................ .. ..................... ................................. ................................ .... ....................... ............... 

The documents described below are attached for your information 

or for any action you consider necessary: 

Also referred to: 

EXT.67 

~L--
. • J 

(A. D. P. Heeney) 

Under-Secretary of State 
for External Affairs 
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17748 
Legal Section 

DJS/ DI 

J . Gilpin, Esq. , 

Victoria Buildi ng, 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Otta a, Canada • . 

July 10, 1950 

Special Section , Cl ai ms Depa rtment ~ 
Sun Lif'e Assu ranc~ Company of Canada 
~ontreal , Quebec~ 

Dear Sirt 

I wish to ackno ledge your lette ~ of J une 28_. 
19 50, with which you returned the original Wi ll in 
.Japanese of the above named.. This Will, and othe r 
pa pers 1 · i n the form· of a small l edge r t ype book 
and i s no 1 entered in our Safekeeping Depa rtmen t as 
No .. .3.31, and has been placed in our vault wher e i t 
wi l l be avai l able a t any time if you have reason 
to r equire it .. 

We have today been advised by t he Department 
of Ext e rnal Affairs tha t they a re s t111 unable to 
obt ai n a commitment from the J apanese officials a s 
to whethe r or not r s . Ki t amu ra i s regar ded unde r 
J apanese l a as a J apanes e citizen. 

You r s ve ry t ruly• 

D. J. Sincl ai r, 
Fo r Assistant Deputy custodi an. 



• 
17'748 

Legal Section 
DJS/DI 

Vi c toria Building, 
7 O'CGnnor Street, 
Ottawa, Canada.,. 

July 10, 1950 

To.:. The Under ... secretary of Sta te 
for Exte rnal Affairs, Ottawa . 

Attention: Mr.EH. Gilmour 

-Re:. Sukezaemon Kitamura• deceased 
YOU,[' Fil.e: No . 27- VU- 40 

I wish to acknowledge your let tet" of 
July 6, 1950, with . a copy of Despa tch No., 382 
dated June 26, 1950, from Mr. E. f( .. N9rman. 

It is very impoptant that we , obtain 
the views of the Jap.anese officials a s to i,s,. 
K'itamurats citizenship s tanding under Japan~.s.· 
l aw •. 

I trust that ' you · will continue to p ress 
for a decision i n this matte r until the same has 
been obtained.,. 

D •. J. S1nelai r,. 
For Assistant Deputy Custodian 



:f,<;.~. ™7~ 0 '9 ~ 
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REPLY T O B E A OORtSSED T O : 

EXTERN AL AFFAIRS 
C A NA.DA 

THE U N D ER-SECRETARY OF STATE 
F OR EXTE R N A L AFFAI R S 

OTTAWA 

Ottawa, July 6, 1950 . 

Your f ile : 17748 Legal Section 
Our f i le: 2?-VU-40 

... .. 

\" 

The Office of the Custodian, 
Department of the Secretary of State, 

0 t ta w a. 

I refer to your letter of June 8 
concerning the estate of the late Mr • . 
Sukezaemon Kitamura and encl0se a copy of 
Tokyo's despatch No. 38Z,.of June 26 ex
plaining why it has not!.:been possible for 
them to furnish us with a ruling on the 
national status of the widow, Mrs. Kitamura. 

mlL-
. . ~ OUR 

4 
~ .1J •• eeney) 
YJ..A. Under-Secretary of State 

for External Affairs 



June 26, 1950. 

NO . j82 

S1r, 

I have th honour_ to refer to your 

despatch No . 475 of June 13, 1950, and to prev1ou 

correspondence concerning the estate of the l a t ,e Mr . 

Sukezaemon KITAMURA. 

2 . I have been informed orally by an 

officer 1n Diplomatic Section, GHQ, SCAP, that his 

section has not yet recei~ed a ruling from the appro

priate Japanese oi'f1c1als as to whether or not Mrs . 

Kitamura is reg rded, under Japanese Law, as a Japan

ese citizen. 

The Honourabl, 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

E . H. Norman, 

Bead ·or Canadian Liaison Mi ssion 

In Japan. 

The Secretary of State for External Affairs, 

0 'l T A W A, Canada. 
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THE HEAD OFFICE OF THE 

ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 

MONTREAL 

June 28, 1950. 

Mr. D. J. Sinclair, 
For Assistant Deputy Custodian, 
Department of the Secretary of State, 
Victoria Bldg•, 
7 O'Connor st., 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

Dear Sir: 

Re: Sukezaemon Kitamura (deceased) 
Your File No. 17748 
Our Policies 676,524/5 & 869,760 

\ 

OffiC~ Of' 'Hi~ 
cu~ OOIAff 
ECF~VED 
JUN ;\O 1950 

Many thanks for your letter of June 15th enclosing the 
small led er t e ok in which there are many pages of Japanese 
writing,some of which concerns the directionsof our assured for the 
disposal of his estate and of the proceeds of his three policies with 
us. we have taken photostat copies of the pages which concern us 
and as requested we return the book intact. 

we presume this book will be safely kept so that it can 
be produced at any time in the future that it is found necessary 
to call for it. If there is any doubt as to its availability in the 
future, we would suggest that we be allowed to keep it with our file 
of papers covering the payment of the proceeds of the policies to the 
custodian. The reason why it was secured and its main purpose at the 
present time is to provide evidence of the directions of our assured 
concerning the disposal of the proceeds of his policies . It does not 
seem to contain much else of any importance. If, however, it is 
felt that the book cannot be left with us, we will be satisfied to 
know that it will be available to us without difficulty at any time 
in the future. 

JG/ D'f 
Enc . 

Yours very truly, 

Special Section, 
Claims Depart ment . 



' 
17748 

Legal Section 
DJ S/DI 

Vi c tori a Building , 
7 otConnor Stree t, 
Ot tawa ,. Canada . 

June 15, 1950 

J. Gilpin, Esq., 
Special Sec t ion , Cl aims Depa r t ment, 
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada , 
Mont real, Qu ebec. 

Dea r Sir.: 

Re : Suk ezae on Ki t amu ra (decea sed) 
Your Policies 676,5'?l:J2 & 869 , 760 

Furth e r t o my l e tte r of J une 8, 1950, I 
am now able t o suppl y you wi t h t h e mi s s i n g i tem 
i n thi s case, n amel y the origi nal \'Jill in J apane se .• , 

I enclos e h e r ewi t h a sma l l book with many 
page s covered wi t h J apanese, riti ng and an offi ci al 
t ranslation supplied by the Transl ation Bu reau of 
the Domi nion GovetTlment . You may wish t o have 
thi s v e r i fied by you r ovm Bureau of' Translati ons., 
As the book contai ns mu ch mo r e than t h e ori gi nal 
Will of t he assured i n J apanes e , I am a ski ng you 
to r e tu rn it afte r i t has se rved it s pu rpose in 
your of f ic e . 

Please a cknowl edge r eceipt of tti e book arrl 
transl a ti on a t your earl i e s t conveni ence . 

Y 'urs ve ry t ruly , 

D. J. Sin cl ai r_. 
For Assi stant Deputy Cus todian 



ri'I'n.nsl.•· tio. i~ • 2nl 
From J n}.:tne.1e ., 

--AGE 1 . 

l 

Taischodo , Vancouver , ( Canada ). 

FATHER P_I\S~m D A"JJAY 
Ll!:AVJl~ ht.CE, S1\HY PTIRArlG:.:.tr:·.:tfi.'3 TO YOUR JUDGEI IBNT 
;;r;_-i:111.Rv. 

qe nd the abovr me ss·1se bv ~~l A~r~n . 
T,1 isc_ odo , Vo. couver ~ suf f icient o 

No n&ed for street ru~ber . 

In circle: 

]~ ~ rr·f-l--:~;. :P"~ \·':t'"):-~ .. J :._1, ~ .- ':r 
: ·1_,(;::;; .. ~L 1/.Y .' .. ...... ':E~ ~,:r~1)~c~f~Jc 1· ... . 

:':t:::insl1tion l'Jo. :~ o ;· , 
.t' !.' c n / .::. ;: ~ ~ r P c., ' • 

] '~ r,. J''. !'-i ~ )J lC,. 0 0 

. e desire r· ,':3l,eetf' u , J. r to noi:. i fy frif-'r:.u s Oj.' vh ·. u.eatl on ·uuto 
)f.' cur i'.lU1 ,r· , ~ ... uh3Z'.lG"'..o:1, 1• 110 1,.:: ~; b:,m .:i.::_~- , cdld hereby h1:tn\. 

t,Lem ~·oi-: t.irn ·m:-rJ :..'rienJshj_:> v ;J,j_i_;i1. they -:1: i::.enc,eei t t1ir.1 in n. i s 
li fetirn.o . ~ 

(l funer::.•.l sor ice \'.'il l be heL~ llii te 1 ,c.. t i rnE.: ( one o'clock 
in the uf t,ernoon':'' ; !:'. t borne 

L~omplying vrl th the r e'iuest o"'' tr E ,·.e cE,aRe d v:e would like 
t o ue ·,li 'le ~U1J7 C bi t ULUY c; i ft B :_1 r, r, C,f fe,r i nes. 
i)ate . 

Shi e o.ke n ( !'ref8ctJ·u·e i , h i k obe - shi 
{ 1..r J ty ) :th.guf; on -ma c.l't i ( St2·se t ) 

l-{3j_r Ei t[1l'O Ki t a uu r a 
.?e l · t i ves. 

i ha ve :0.1:r l tten the above prny ~.ne t rmt th , tir,1e ·,d l_l be f': r \·hen 
it ihull oome into use o 

I 



T~analAtinj ~0 G ~o~ g 
l rnn J 1.}):: nose 

PA.GE 8 , 

'Ne desire to noti fy you of t.he ueath on date of our f·:tther Sukez.aemon 
Kitamura, ·nho l1.:1s b ~en confine<' to bed, a n d-tl ank h is f .i:· i e .'1' ,s for 
their friendship · : u.ring c. i s life t i me ~ 

'i?he 1'une1·dl servi ce wil l be held on ,nte c;. ~ home . 

1 

In com~l i~nce wlth the re0uest of the deceased and also i 1 view 
of the ti.210s, · \ 'o t~ls o bt1g you ~.;o \mdc ::-·!..1tand our c:esire to i:iec li r .. e 
your obi tuiry Gifts un ~ offe ·ing s Q 

He ir Ei turo 1-.i tamuru 
\ ife 1 i t u r. i t c..:;:ur ~. 

hcl~ .. t,1 Yes . 

After consult~tion, to bo L~ser~ed in~ ~rrall n8~s;g~er . 

WILL S :1:e z.G.c:Jc:r. . 

T:.:u wLtU.on '.< . r' o4. 
_._.rom J ::ip::1. .,::,e 

• /i ,.,-r"> , 
.. "~ ,~., .t.. O " 

All tL, u .. coy;erty of ;3uke z.&8Glon \'\ il l be left ·co t .e first. s-::m , 
Ei~a.ro, ~it'"Lro ':'.h~.lll i :-.:.hE.. rit a ll . 

If it i.s thought:....:visabl8 ·co aivi ae !"low , l ive :1ppro:r.:in~te l y one 
perc8nt to T0nhie . The res dence i n parti c ul ~r hall be gi ven to her . 

IT i ku hsrro l f shQll atlmi ~ister t he above ment ion~i pro~~rty nd 
sha ll consu:t ·:h .r.0ver 3tle ,~·i:;h6s . 

~ach of the 1r thers ani sisters ~o are in ~erica, has suff i 
cient ~ t:v:? re f o::-e ther-\J iB ab~;ol utcly no need ·· o g i ve thera dllything 
after ny Jf':.1th . 



Trans L it" ni:. 1!c .. r c. f; .. 
iro.o J u1,l...nese " 

PAGE 11 . 

:£1.linoru , Hana, Ki roji, a nd rr szo ahe..ra , I trust that you will look 
after th6 IDat..ter well bet'\11oen you . 

Ei~aro is yomg o · i ku is i ll. In fut1re it ~111 be i mpossibl e to 
maintain full: ' 1:·10 s t.andnrd of 1 i iring as t:Ley ·;ish. Therefore my 
funer~1l sha ll be a very simpl e :f'anily affa -" r nt·i,enaea only by the 
relatives. 
Say a SL!..!p l e oriv:-:1. t8 funeral - - Oye..bu#w · 11 bo s2tis1\.1.ct.o "".:- -
with ;:·.t L >.. n .'!.uin t :rz-:e l·y •'! ·irri-3rs , or by ::• t 1.1obi o, ·~o f11ount l'irftt,'i 
accomy: nied. o r,Ty ·.,., rel tive::;v C1ly t he bloou r e Lttive:=3 311 · 1. l Aee 
!!1€ off . 

"'! i'a.rE:~\·ell ne .rvioP 
be hel d so:me,·:11.r, t l a te.r 

, j '.4 , - .. t}1 i~ ,.c ~.1r: i3on er it nay 

Rice- o:.l.iJ.s :.ny " for· t.h "' ·,L.rc.d.l i'e ::i st . 

r ra s ent fivs y - ~ ~~ · thrAe ~~n certifi0~teA nf ~arub i 0 h i Cina 
suitacle i:i,Li .. n er, a nd oi'te r t o t,l· o e ,vho ::re pn=i8ent, -=. :.:i~.1. c:1. ·~ ~e 
0 ..., o ·' l J<'lli Ii:!.: ... ~ .•> : J • • 

It ~ould te ~ell to pr·esRnt five yPn certi f i :0 tos t~ ~ 8 t ~~ 0 

nfli r:hbO TS , 3hi o11iZ£v9.~101' , , ;IU;l:l.i, 2n rl '5:.i.:irr; , to i10" ify them by 
post ca. d, >lnd 1: olo ,i ze ::i.!'tc r t ' e whol . a f f..~ ir i s r ver o 

Donate t~o hunJ1ad yen to Kita Aoyan~gi ~chool . r ·tar shnll re 
compence to his heart 's ~on tent ·J!.1c tG~:-i:1le -:.1.Il ' °i ctr,•·r~.; -t'(, ·; t"1Air 
kL1dne~s .J ~iflr he 13rows 1p ,:n:~ b f: om~c~ a r,:;r.·8at •:.uccr:HL' · ,: t,l Ol:t fu i l. 
Obse r ve the ~bove Atrictly. 
To Eiku a~d r 1t2ro. 

'.h 1\i,:, T""'t_e_OJ,D ,. p•t, .. ~_ ... ,~'?. '/T H<.,.ll4 . • <> . 

tJift' iood .. 

--·-·-- --



.. TrbLAl1~ion •o . ~c~. 
E'r om J apdnE:si.s • 

P."'.GE 1 3 . 

The money from 1,}rn ']un Life and Chi:,o<ia - frnr " nee K belongs to 
Eitaro • . lt cuc":J. I.,_ v~ \l>:r .. t.te.:._ to 1~r-.. te t vo .unc.r E:-d yen to Ki t 
Aoy.3.119.gi J : ho 1, it :"1.dY be -;_r.e .Ll t o •.d thhold t i s !'l.O tion ti.n.d donc!. t t:: 
a tot;1l cf .1. 3. ve hG''".r:-: d y~n ::t !4 :ulJ.i:.·~ ::-; : 

'£'1 tcw J,·.p:1n2:..,e ed C~oss +- wo h und red yen. on e hun red yen each 
to -ch.::. 1\ 1.,1,y ,.t: ,l the T -:..~.vy, ::.1nd one riuur·r::,d y~n tc thf'.l Shohyoi 1:i i
engok<:.ti ( ~>G(:i c·c,~r to ~liL ·,,; 1.;.,1..l.cc. una s d: scl;.1. .1..( rs) a 

1:-leciSe .l~:cus~ t.his . 

en n:o (': Si vi~1.:.: :1on ::y _·ro.""\ :3 un I.ifc, it r.- .:1.y h0 v:elJ. 1iO Uf.ff; t hir.'t,y 

l 

or forty t ;~ n1 ;,~,:.r:d y':,'1 c.t' ic , t, nt,:.rt ·, fi fteen ye~i.J' pol.i'.}y in th no.me 
of Ej.'.:,aro -'i t.l: .J..1i ~chi 1if~ J.719 •-1.r :..i.ncG t n be pa i d f or in one J. urr.1p suzp. . 



~rranslc1 ,lon J ·o .. i )b 
}'rom J -..1.JJdno:;3 . 

:PAGE 22 . 

Uncl6 Ken,ilro has been t~;e cne ·. nd 01ily pe rson v:ho a ssisted your 
fu.t.her for the I'l&st L1i:rty oud years o He i.:- to the }le use of Sukezaemon 
a very i .1pot tant c ... n.: r: ... :i. u ..=tbl~ pornon . 

", e are es1)ecL::1. l ly L ds bt8d to 2\.unt. Hana)"8 in .,Y,.ny V.!:l. . -s on a ccount 
of the illness o.P t d _i;c. I"bC. 'tic • .B::i t .. 1ro uni.' Tosr1ie 1 • . i . ln fu ture continue 
to be i !hh~ttet: to h"-!r ,mei Shci l l receive lier yl'c.,per :u:i..(.i.,mce . ··. ~e y shall 
re spE:ct ;Le.,~ ~-; ,;_ t-h u 1·1:09t c!."'vo-r,ion n3 ,,hey gro', ur e..n d repay her ·with 
whatever tht;y Cc .. .: . • 

Memo re: Di videw! .1.r,ce5.)ts ll'.. i,ed. 1--0vH IJe r 1 1J'3 7 . 

July • •• • o •••• Jiip pon Denko • • • o •• o •• ,. ••• , . ~ ••• 9 ,: 'i5 
!-!ov . 1st • ••• ,. Hi d.:::.chi Sei ku ••• ••• ~ •••••• ~ • . ,,~5 0!10 

~. • •• • • •• • o l' j eden . " 2 , " • o • • • • o o • • .. • > ., • • • • o ., ? f) • o o 
~ • • •• • • •• o : -. i ~; ;:on ~e .k. i ~/U" ... o o a • • • , • o " o • , c.. o t:)4 4 ;s ! 
" o•••••••• Ta i ~an Seito • ••• o•••• •••• • ••• . ~15 .00 

DoC o lot •••• • Sumitomo h.inzotu ••• •• 4.•o o• •• •• 4? oo2 
19~~ J6n . 6th? •.•.• 
1~43 " • •••o 

r, 
l 0• 4i,l) t ,t OOO 

? • , • e o o o o o 
,:, 

0 0 ~ • 0 ~ O O e 0 

? O ~ • t • t • o o n ~ 

s~111~yo • • •O J1 •o••• • Q~"~••9'2t't• ~~l<J o,. 9 
1.oku.Il oo •••o o o•• \)'-> Cl• O.tca t1•t.1 0 000 '"):5 o28 
Yot:;JO ~e[JC11v . 0. 0 •• •• •• 0 • •• ' •• • • lEiO oOO 

•• 0 0 0 <I O O O O O • 0 0 • • $ 0 • () • l t :· • ~)6 
Chi G so 'l O O O O O O Q O • .., 0 0 0 • d O O O O O O O O • ~11 • 1 5 

tf O Q If O " 0 0 0." O O ~ I:> II 8 6 Q I:) [1 0 0 Q O '7o? e f'9 

----------------------------------------~--- ,- --



1 r onsl nt lon 1o , 2.1.c . 
-r,, rom J :J.:) ·nese 

.P: ,G-~ o l , 

MEUO Re : Di vi a.enc. · ~.:::: c cip ts . 

Apri l f fl th H • • ••• • l: jeden ••• "° .. ... ... loo Kiku Ki t ~1aura oo .150 , 00 
" • n .. .. ... 0 Nip.f,Oil Cok:i vu. i..~OIAT 5o )j u l e z a emon . .. .. 6"2 . oo 

April :~0 th ••• •• • e • ::i ppon ·; e nko • • New loo ~3uk ez·~-:w.on • • • • • 6 0 . 63 
May ~oth • •• ., .... . .. . , 3U!!ii 'l0 o Fin-

'7 4 t 
vC ..... n . . 4 ... ,. ... o o _. 

.. Jur1 e } ... .11~~1 . o $ o <t • o ... " 

Jun -ti ~ -~c.L1 .. . .... .. .. Q 

June 30th . • • • . • • • • " 

,..\ nne ,.k, t:1 . o 

zoku • • •.••••• ~ e w 
l'. i l<,. e:'1 i: rlnon 1..0-

5o " 
,. 7 P. .. 8 3 

~yo . •• •. • •• • •• i, EJ ·• loo Suke zae ,on . . . . 'i .. 3 ? 
.)o . 5 -

13 9. 9 
Gmi :i:en=.;h.:.eo ...... . ti o n '' 39 . 30 
(; ~& a y Of.;YO C, e 'J€ Lt. •'.'co M::.Li.O I 'L O • • • 0 • • 188 . ? 5 
~Okc' Il D .i n i O • • 0 . ;-;cv; lco J u _eZc"L8:'.11Gil , 0 . 0 . 7 ; 0 6 0 

1 91 . 63 
115 .o3 

L mor~ ... . . . . l bl , 56 
3 63 .71 
212 . 15 

August zo th . . .. . . . . . ::i 1-1 pon Gotia • • • , • • •• • 100 • •• • •• 9 • • •• ••• 80 066 
f:87 . 5 0 

Oc t obe .1. J. s t . o • • • • o . Ril-:: en ! ' iston JU; g ••• • .•• S ·l~E;7.~, 1x,cr.:. •• Lt o . oo 
r :ec er,~j ar ::'2nd .-$ " • • o Omi Y_en::1hi • . i ~. ~ • • • • • • 3 oa .) '° • ., •• • _, . e Q ., 59 o~5 

" " . ..... 0 0 'ro.r'\. j"O ·.:.10:r i .r.l i z:iD !~o . II . ,. ~o • • 0 ~ 0 ••• • • 0 "'. ,i) 52 o~'5o 
.1.)e "Lb 1:: r : nt h " • • • • • :.'. . ...:. ns h u JuL ogyo • ••• • , . 5o ••• •• • ••• •• • • • ::'. l f' . 1.8 

' ' , • • "° • •• o • • I- !i '=''C 1 (~tj. i sso 11 ~~:;o ~!Jo • • o . o • ••• • • • • o <33 .?5 
Tf •t11 •• ••..)o • ~ •• ct . !: ike:i r~a:'lon lc !;:l~ • ,• Q • • •• oo • o•o ooo 90 05 .1 

IL, c o:1'.,,.~J' r.:1~·u • • ••• 0 . 1~i ppon Y , t ...;.n . Q •• • •• • "' oo • •• • 0. 0 0 • •• 0 • • 11 5 .oZ 
Fe'b rLJ ::try _3r· ... .. . ... . N~J'lpon ~Oda • •• , •• • • f OO o so o o o• • • • • •• 8 7. 50 
1, , r ch ,sra, ..... . ., .... .. ~J1ssc...n L . .., r,:..1-u : or;~>-c.' ~ oo. • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 4-C . 5o . 
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April5th ..... . . 

'May 4 ·t.h .... . . 0. 

J une l st .Go•o• 

June 2 :3rci ...... ,. 

Tra~s l a ti on No . 211 0 

.l! rom Ja:p :1nese. 

PAGE 53. 

}lumber of Shares 

Ri ken Juk o .......... 1?4.o? ••••• o •• New 200 

r i r rion Denki K ogyo 48.50 ••••••••• 01~ 2o 

Riken ~anen Kogyo 68 • 71. • • • • .. o ., !'teW loo 

Man shu Kesha ....... 62 .50 . o o •••••• Nww loo 

J une 28th e o • • .. N i ppon Chiss o Hiryo21 2 o 18 • ., o o .. ••• Newo::>o 

June 29th ,, .. . . r-:.anshu J'uko ... .. o • •• • 1 25 .oo • ., ......... . 5o 

• 0 0 ~.en~.;hi Bo seki • ••• ~ . 5G . 2 5 ••••••• ., .. ~ew 6 0 

t Jii.>.POn Soda . ..... . ... 285 . oo ....... . . . . Ol clloo 

It ewloo 

Ccn ,ober :it.h • • i k en Juk o ~yo • • • •• • 1 56 . 80 ........ o .. .... fie\v l oo 

Oc t ober '!, r,h,ti l •)")QI!. 3el~i y u .. . 0. 0 ~197 .50 o. 0 "" •• 0 • • • - .,. " il . loo 

0ec.; -i.n 

" '110 1-· yo T i' r 11r 0 11 l~~\ . 4. 8 .... . . . . ... .... ~ ~A\ ¥ J#f"lO ,.c. . t.' X-,.t • , • • • , - _7 _ • ., ~ -

l l Cmi ,l i nken . . ... . .. 1 ,2 . oo ..... o •••o oo I·:e ·1 1 :-o 

,, 
,, T • • 1i g.::..v.c •_1•2nk i • • • • • l : 8 . 4G •••• 0 ....... 0 Ne.v J.oo 

Jatuary ot h , r: i "'>I)• n :J~L.: ••••• • • .l& . 88. o o a o o • o • • o 
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Transl at:on No . 212 ~ 

I From J a];)une;ie . 

F·AGE 55 . 

MEMO Re : 1 940, Dividend Rece i pts .• 

.. larch 5th ••••••• o •• Nissan Kagaku ••••••• -•• N ·w 5o •••• , •• 60. 62 

l-,iarch l -.-i th ...... ,, o •• Manshu Sabut su (J ) • ••• New 5o ••••••• 71. 87 
·--

" ............ J.anshu Kiko saku. • • • • • • r e l/ l oo ••••••• 31 • 25 

.:. .. :pr i l 5th •••• •. . • • . r i :ppon S 1 i san • • ••• •••• New loo ••••••• 142 . 5o 

~.iaI·ch >:::''",+.h •• - • • • • •. • Toyo B"'ar1.· ng Ne"' loo 60 60 ~~ v ~ • - ~ ~ o o o • O o o O • · V> •Ou - • O o • 

1\. pr i l ::)6th .. • • . Q •• 0 ~i .. pon Se ivu .••• "°°' Old loo. -. ... 1 82 .oo 

S1ow:.i .i.Jenko . ... ~ •••••• ·ew Zoo • •••• •• 1 1:3.73 

J une ::-,31·,h 9 •• 0 • •• • 0 . raiga-w:.i. De:.-:.l i ...... 0 • • Nev: . O oo • •••• 59 .15 

11ijnG : .. Jth •.. ••••.•. ~ i :e jl~ fii •• o •~• ••••o ,.· ey1 70••••• •a 79 . 5 : 

,1y .1 ~r.1. •• • •• • -a• ooa ro'"use ko4. • ·•Oo••o o •J\e' lVO oo • o• ••l33 o08 

••• P. -,.. L e - ,._ "'r .- ~.t. ' L ,,L,llJ t.., 

,. 

• • • • • • 

• • • • • • • ?-!iansh . 
l ~: I l :1hU 

K0St1K Uki • • •• • 
· 9.J1bUvSU 

kfi:l:g~!Ji 

3~ p t.,~ ··· .. >er 1 ·.h . d • • • • Hil. ou J ijkOCT~' , •• • •• • • 

'"'oo •• •• •• • 31 8 . 3o 

J. ot) ." .. .... l [:l. 8 7 

" 3 00 .... . .... Zl~3 . 25 

i'J overJ er rnc.. ••. .•••• ~i ppon Seki v u. • • . . • • • . 1 oo •••••• • •• 182 . oo 

•• , •• •• • Cimi I: e Yli • • • ••• • • • , , ·',ew ?o • ., • ••• •• lo5 . 16 

•••••••• D:1i .i ppon :O"e}d. . • • 11 "'O o• •••••~ • 33 ,. 20 

• •••.•. • Toru~hu ~e~ko •• • . . ( 50 . ....... . ,, 92 . 32 

• • • ,, ,, ••• Ni l>.i?Cn Chisao Hiryo " 50 • ••• ••••• 94 .. 74 • 
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- THE DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA, June 13, 1950 
To: The Assistant Deputy custodian, 

Department of the Secretary ofsta te, Ottawa. 

The documents described below are attached for your information 
or for any action you consider necessary: 

Copy of a despatch of today's date to the 
Charge d'Affaires in Tokyo. 

Also referred to: Reference your letter of June 8, 1950. 
Your File: 17748 

EXT.67 

,· ~J;-:(pl , ••• "' ' ••• ·-
, .. ~ ·il»r I ,u 

I . 
E.4 . GILMOU .. 

Under-Secretary of State 
for External Affairs 

• 



• 

0 t t , 
Jun 13, 1950 . 

Sir, 

I ref r to your sp toh o. 237 
or April 17 d to pr iou oor espondenoe 

one rnin the t t or the lat Suk zae n 
i.t Ul' • 

2 . 
you 

I hould b l d to kno wh th r 
bl to obtain a ruling on 
n tional t tus coordin to 

I v th honour to be , 

Sir , 

Your ob dint rvant, 

E.- . GIL 1:...,UR 

s or tary ot stat 
tor t rn l ~ airs, 

h a d of sion, 
Can din ti 1 on 1 ion , 

TOKYO. 



.. 
• Victoria Building, 

7 O' Conno r Street, 
Ot tawa, Canada . 

17748 

Legal Section 
DJ S/DI 

June 8, 1950 

J. Gilpin , Esq., 
Speci al Section, Cl ai ms Department, 
Sun L.ife As urance Company o f Canada, 

on treal, Quebec. 

Dear Sir: 

Re : Sukezaemon Kitamura {dec eased) 
Your Policies 676,524/5 & 862,760 

I wi sh to acknowledge your letter of ay 25, 
1950, with which as e~closed Sun Life As surance 
Company's cheque for 19,621.45, in payment of the 
above two policies. The Custodian's official receipt 
No. 33305, dated June 7, 1950, has a l ready been 
issued . 

We are stil l awaiti ng a deci s i on from the 
Canadian Liaison Off ice in Japan as to the wido ts 
status and the rema rks contai ned in the last para
graph of your letter are duly noted .. 

Yours ve ry trul y , 

D. J. Sincl ai r, 
For Assistant Deputy ~stodian 



.. 
Victoria Building~ 
7 O'Conno r Street, 
Otta a, Canada .. 

17748 
Legal Sect ion 

DJ S/DI 
June 8., 1950 

To : The Under- Secretary of State 
f o r External Af'fairs, Ottawa~ 

Attenti on.: Mr. E .. H. Gi l mour. 

Re: Sukezaemon Kitamura., deceased. •. 
Your File : No. 27-VU-40 

I refep to my lettf.? r of' Ap ril 28th, 1950, 

and woul d ask that you contact r ,. Not'man and 

request a report in this mat ter. 

D. J. Sincla1 r 7 
For As istant Deputy Custodian 



•• 
ADDRESS ALL 

COMMUNICATIONS 
TO THE 

CUSTODIAN ·S OFFICE 

PLEASE REFER 
TO 

CANADA 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

OFFICE OF THE CUSTODIAN 

OTTAWA 

FILE NO .. . l.'J..'J.48 ... , ..... . June 7th, 1950 

\ 

MMB- TT 

Sir: 

Estate of Sukezaemon Kitamura 

I have to acknowledge receipt of 

your letter of 25-5-50 enclosing 

your cheque amounting to 19 ,621.45 being 
t he net proc eeds of Policies 676,524-5 and 869 ,7 60 -
Sukezaemon Kitamur a , for t he above estate,. 

for which I enclose official receipt No. 3 3305 

This amount will be deposited here 

subject to further audit and adjustment. 

Yours truly, 

Accountant 
Cash Section. 

Tb e sun Life Assurance Company of Canada , 
ONTREAL , P. Q. . 





,-

/ I 
THE HEAD OFFICE OF THE 

SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 

MONTREAL 

May 25, 1950 

Mr. D.J. Sinclair, 
For Assistant Deputy Custodian, 
Department of the Secretary of State, 
Victoria Building, 

I 
OYPiC~ OP i,1,-1 

CU.:, lt,OJ Al1 , 

REC~;;VED 

7 O'Connor st., 
Ottawa, Ont. I JUN 7 1950 I 

l'.41 Tefl '• • • e • /1.,l'J'. : 
0

1 

• • 

1!' AANllill . , , , ....•. , , 

Dear Sir: i . . .. I·:} 
Re: Sukezaemon Kitamura (Deceased) 

Your File NO: 17748 
Our Policies 676,524/5 and 869,760 

In compliance with your letter of May 13th, please find 
enclosed our cheque for the net amount due under these policies, 
t otal.ling Canadian $19,621.42_. Form A, in each case giving the 
details of the settlement, are also enclosed. We will appreciate 
receiving the usual acknowledgment of this payment and the formal 
receipt. 

From the sum assured of each policy, we have deducted 
$762.25 in the case of the first two and $941.18 in the third. 
Information at our disposal records that the assured has been re
s iding in Japan since 1933, He did not pay the increased premium 
f or the policies as provided therein in the event that he should 
r eside in a country where an increased premium would be applicable. 
The deduction in each case is the adjustment in the sum assured based 
on the sum assured pur.chased by the premium paid in relation to the 
hi gher premium. In each case, we have, however, granted interest on 
our usual basis, the amount for each of the first two policies being 
$423.80 and for the last $936.20. Furthermore, for the last policy, 
there is included a sum of $303.33 representing premiums charged for 
the Total Disability and Double· Indemnity Accident Benefits up to 
the date of the assured 1 s death, these charges being unnecessary 
since March 1933 because tqe benefits we~T not available when the 
assured took up residence in Japan. 

So far, the original. of the deceased 1s Will, which is 
reported to have been forwarded to us with your letter of April 28th, 
has not reached us. The translation of that document, however, which 
we have, contains a reference to the way in which the insurance money 

tr 



1 
C 

JG/MP 
Enc. 

- 2 -

SUN LI FE ASS U RANCE COMPANY 

OF CANADA 

May 26, 1950 

be disposed of. It is indicated that the 
ficiary nomination of his wife, Kiku Kitamura, 
s first son, Eitaro, is appointed to succeed 
h the payment of the policy proceeds to the 
present at any rate, relieved of any respon

isposal of the proceeds, we believe you will 
Jortance of the Will in any eventual dis-
' of the policy. Since the widow and the son 

·.:1 and their interests as they might appear are 
l by the Canadian regulations, the question 

: 3 proceeds is not our direct concern at the 
.rtant, however, that we make our position quite 

Yours very truly, 

/(.k'~ 
Special :~ton, 
Claims Department. 



quiry and to the best o 1e unders1gne ~ _ . 
since November 18th. 1940, or the date of the certificate or instru
ment described herein if issued subsequent thereto, no enemy of 
Canada or resident of Continental Europe has had any interest 
either directly or indirectly in the securities represented by certi-

ficates or instruments numbered .... ...................... ................. ... ............... . 

for ............................................................................................................... . 
( description of issue) 

of the ................................................................................ .......... now being 
(issue or company) 



, 
Mr. D.J. Sinclair - 2 -

SuN L1 FE ASS U RANCE CoMPANY 

OF CANAOA 

'May 26, 1950 

from the Sun Life should be disposed of. It is indicated that the 
deceased changed the beneficiary nomination of his wife, Kiku Kitamura, 
to his estate and that his first son, Eitaro, is appointed to succeed 
to the estate. While with the payment of the policy proceeds to the 
Custodian, we are for the present at any rate, relieved of any respon
sibility concerning the disposal of the proceeds, we believe you will 
readily understand the importance of the Will in any eventual dis
tribution under the tenns of the policy. Since the widow and the son 
are both residing in Japan and their interests as they might appear are 
enemy interests as defined by the Canadian regulations, the question 
of the proper title to the proceeds is not our direct concern at the 
present time. It is important, however, that we make our position quite 
clear. 

JG/MP 
Enc. 

Yours very truly, 

/(~~ 
Special :~lon, 
Claims Department. 



4E N o . 

676525 
Received 

869760 
Received 

----~~--

274063 
SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 

THE ATTACHED CHEQUE IS IN SETTLEMENT OF THE ITEMS DETAILED BELOW. 
BEFORE NEGOTIATING CHEQUE PLEASE DETACH THIS STATEMENT. 

F Sukezaemon Kitamura 

PARTICULARS AMOUNTS 

Sum Assured 
Asstll"ance1reduction under readjustment of 12remJ.um cause 
Interest Allov,ed 
Sum Assured 
Assurance reduction under readjustment of 

i
r emium clause 
nte:rest Allowed 
um Assurea: 
ssurance1reduction under readjustment of prenu.um c ause 

Refund of T.D.B. & D.I.A.B. / premiums for 
period subsequent to March 33 
Interest Allowed 

Cheque to balance 
DET"ACH HERE 

762.25 

762.25 

941.18 

5000.00 

423.80 ' 
5000.00 

303.33 
936.20 

ACCOUNT Nos. 

216A 

.~!*'11 
216A 

~!~,11 
216:A 
216A 
2/,11 
2oF/ll 



17748 
Ref, No .... ................................ . 

I 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SE CRETARY OF STATE 

THE CUSTODIAN From(P;{~"; iftA';'1e, co , of Cal)a~• .. . . 

REVISED REGULATIONS RESPECTING ::::~;·.·_·.-~;.·;i,P.J .. o..n ... S.q.uar.e.3 .. J\!o.nt.r.e.al. · · ... . :~ .. 

7 O'CONNOR ST. TRADING WITH THE ENEMY (1943) Occupation ...... .... J~~ ... 195Q:~::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·.:·.·.: ........ .. 
OTTAWA, CANADA FORM "A" Date .................... ........ ............. .. .. .. 

. . . . . . . . of roperty real or personal, 
Particulars of property, real and personal, mcludmg any rights whether legal or equitable, m or ansmg out p 'd nt 

held by an enemy residing in Canada, or held or managed for or on behalf of any enemy wherever rest e · F "B" will apply. · which case orrn 
N.B.-This form must not be returned_by a company or firm in respect of enemy shareholders or partners or holders of shares, stocks, etc., m 

T O THE CUSTODIAN 

----------~~~~----~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~----~P:E~R:S~O~N~A~L=--T~Y~----:::::; REAL TY (EACH ITEM TO BE STATED SEPARATELY) F O LI O 
A PPR OXIMATE 

FULL NAME OF PERSON 
(SURNAME FIRST) 

• ( 1) FOR WHOM HELD 
• (2) BY WHOM HELD 

' STRIKE OUT (I) OR (2) 

K rr.A: ·UTu-,. , K iku and/o r 

Eitaro 

FULL ADDRESS 
O F SUCH PERSON 

No . 51 ,Nagasonc- mashi 

Hi lrn ne- s b.i ~ 

Sltifo. Pref e cture , Japan 

FULL DESCRIPTION OF ANY LANDED 
PROPERTY HELD 

ForCT D filed for each pol i cy . 

See correspondence . 

APPROXIMATE 
CAPITAL VALUE 

Cheque for ?19 , 621 . 45 attache d• 

See l etter of r~ay 25/ 50 fo r 

det a ils , 

FULL DESCRIPTION O F AN Y PERSO N A L 
PROPERTY H E LD 

Proceeds ar i sing out of the 

deat h of Sukezaemon Ki tamura 

the assured under po l icies 

676 , 524/ 5 and 869 , ?60 

N O M I N A L 

VALUE 

2 ~000 00 

A N N U AL I N COME 



17748 
Lega l Secti on 

DJ S/DI 

Victoria Buildi ng, 
7 0 1 Connm r St ree t , 
Ot t awa, Canada. 

May 13 , 1950 

J. Gilpin , Esq • • 
Special Section, Cl a i ms Depa rtment, 
Sun Life As su r ance Company of Canada , 
Mont ~eal> Quebec . 

Dear Sir:: 

Re : Sukezaemon Kitamura (Deceased) 
Your Policies 676,524/5 & 869,760. 

I · sh to acknowledge you r let t e r of 

ray 11, 19 50, and i n view of t he rep resentations 

made i n the s econd parag r aph, I woul d suggest 

t hat t he Sun Life As su r-ance Company of Canad:a 

forward t heir cheque to t he Cus todian i n full 

of th e p roceeds of t hese policie s . 

You r s ve ry t ruly, 

D. J. Sincl a ir, 
For Assi s tant Depu ty Cust odi an 







• • 
• 

THE HEAD OFFICE OF THE 

SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 

MONTREAL 

Mr . D.J. Sinclair, 
For Assistant Deputy Custodian, 
Departme nt of the Se cretary of St at e , 
Victoria Bldg., 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Ott awa , Ont. 

Dear Sir: 

Re : Sukezaemon Kitamura (De ceasgd) 
Your File No. 17748 
Our Policy 676,524/5 and 869,760 , 

May 11, 1950 

This will give youf_o_rrrrall. acknowl edgme nt of your l etter 
of April 28th with which you enclosed seve ral documents relating 
to t he deat h of the assured i n Japan on November 19, 1941, his 
Will and his domicile . The or i gi nal of the dill does not appear 
to have accompani ed t he papers . Your l ette r of May 3r d r eplying 
to our enquiry as to whet her or not the original was held in your 
Office i ndicate s to the best of your knowl edge that t he original 
of the fill was sent along to us with the othe r documents. we are 
r easona bl y ce r tain t hat it did not r each us. I f it should r e- appear 
or i f ther e is anything in the othe r docurrent which you withheld 
relating to the vill, perhaps you would be good enough to mak e the 
original available to us. 

The apers re l ating to the assured's death are satisfactory 
for us _to admit a liability under all three policie s arising out of 
t he assured 1s death. The beneficiary nominated in the policies to 
r e ce ive the proceeds on the policyholder's death is Kiku Kitamura , 
the assured's wi fe . On the other hand, the translation of the Will 

· 1 seems to make it necessary t q consider his first son, Eitar o, who 
has bee n appointed to succeed to the whole of the estate and which 
indicate s t he pr oceeds of t he assuran~~ policie s are to be considered 
par t of ' the estate,to have an i nt e r est i n the title to the proceeds. 
This situation, however , doe s not appear to make any change in the 

emy int erest ar ising out of the cont ract~. As a r esult, we will be 
!~l ling to act on i nstructions to pay t he proceeds to the Custodian . 

JG/F.:I 

•I 



17742> 
Legal Section 
DJS/DI 

Vi c to ria Building , 
7 o •connor Street, 
Ottawa, Cana da. -

May 3rd , 19 50 

J. Gi l pi n ., Esq •. ., 
Special Sect ion , Cla i ms Depa r tmen t ., 
sun Life As surance Company of Can ada,, 
Montreal, Quebec. 

Dear Sir: 

Re : Sukezaemon Kit amu ra deceased:. 
You r Policies Nos ._676 , 524l5 & 869,760. 

Since your t el ephone call yesterday, I have 
checked with my secretary, and t o the bes t of ou ~ 
knowledge, both the J apanese original and t h e trans
lation of the Will we re incl uded as Item .3 with my 
lette r of April 28, 1950 .. Would you please have a 
further search made in you r off i c e to see i f t h is 
document has not been misplaced , as we both recall 
its presence when checki ng the enclosures wi th my 
letter. 

You ~~ 11 remembe r that I mentioned , duri ng 
our conversation, that a book had been s~~t along with 
the despatch.from the Lia ison Of f ie~ in _ p.,kyo and not 
kno 1ng its importance , I had sent i t on fo r t r ans
lation here .. As soon as this i,s retu rned by the 
translator, I shall send i t down t o you , that is, if 
it appears to have any bea~ing on thi s matter. 

Yours very truly, 

D. J. Sinclai .r, 
For Assistan t Dcp uty Custodian 

I 



• 
1774 8 

Legal Sec t i on 
DJ S/DI 

Victo r i a Buildi ng , 
7 0 ' Connor Street, 
Otta a, Canada . 

April 28, 1950 

To: The Under- Secretary of State 
fo r Ext ernal Af fai rs, Ottawa . 

Attention : Mr . E . H. Gi lmou .r 

Re : Sukeza emon Kitamu r a~ deceased . 
Your Fil e : 27- VU- 40 

I wi sh to a cknowledge you r communi 

cati on of Ap ri l 25 , 1950, wi t h enclosures 

a s i ndicated therein. The origi nals of t hese 

enclosures a re bei ng fo rwa rded to t he Sun 

Life Assuran ce Company of Canada,. Montreal, 

for their use .. 

Please note t hat we a r e s t ill awaiti ng 

a commitment f rom J apan as to the national 

s t at us of Ki ku KitamuPa, the widow. In thi s 

connection, pl ease refer to your lette r to 

us of April 5, 1950, Parag raph 3. 

D., J ,. ~incl air,. 
For As sistant Deputy Custodian 



, 

Victori a Buil ding, 
7 O'Connor St reet,. 
Ottawa, Canada . 

17748 
Legal Section 

DJS/DI 
April 28, 19 50 

J. Gilpin, Esq., 
Special Section , Claims Department, 
Sun Life Assu rance Company of Canada,, 

ont real , Quebec. 

Dea r Sil' : 

Be: Sukezaemon Kitamura. deceased: 
Your Polici es .Nos . 676, 524/5 & 869,760 

We have now received a repo r t from the 
Canadian Liaison Mission i n J apan; and I 
enclose for your use the fo l lowi ng : 

(1) To origi nal atatements , one in J apanese 
dated Nov. 20, 1941. and its t r ansl ation , and 
the other in English , dated Ma rch 14, 1949, 
by Shigeichi Kawaki, medi cal doctor vho cer
tifies as to the deat' 1 of Sukezaemon Kitamu ra. 

(2) An extract from the Ki tamura f ami l y 
registel'" properly certified by the Mayor of 
Hikone City, and its translation. 

(.3) The tlapanese ot>iginal and translation of 
a document which the widow cl .aims to be the "' 
Will of the deceased. 

(4) The Japanese original and translation of 
the 1i idow·r s declaration as to her late hus
band• s place of domicile at the time of his 
death .. 

you. 
I trust that these will be of' some u,se t o 

We a re still awaiting a report from 



tr* Norman relative to the national status of Kiku 
Ki ta.mu ra, As soon as v e have advice on t his 
matter, . we shall communieate . . i th you, 

Yours ve ~y truly> 

D+ J1 Sinclair, 
For Assistant Deputy Custodian 

i9al s: {4)_ 

• 
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FPiC~ OP TH~/ 
CU TODIAN 

CF.;VEO 
APR 26 1950 

A Tit, • 1 • 
• •• • Ill • ' ' • 

REPLY TO BE ADDRESSED TO : 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CANADA f 'U!U .'£ 1·e. . 

THE UNDKft.SECPlETARY OF STATE 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA o t t a w a, 
April 25, 1950. 

44,.~·,1.uiy ·,·· · ·J:,h_·,:· 

V 

v· 

V 

Your file: 1??48 
Our file: 2?-VU-40 

-- ----._._ ------:::. ~ 

To: The Assistant Deputy Custodian, 
Department of the Secretary of State, 

O t t aw a. 

I refer to your letter of April 11, 1950, 
concerning the estate of the late Sukezaemon 
Kitamura. 

2. I ·attach a copy of despatch No. 23? of 
Aprill?, from the Canadian Liaison Mission in 
Tokyo, and the enclosures referred to in this 
despatch. You will note that the Liaison Mission 
have forwarded the documents requested by the 
Sun Life Assurance Company although a decision 
on Mrs. Kitamura's national status has not yet 
been reached, pending information from the 
Japanese Authorities. I also enclose for your 
information a copy of our despatch to Tokyo, No. 
2?1 of April 5. · 

.-:~ -.,;;.: _ _,_ - h• J . 

(A.D .P .- Heeney) 
Under-Secretary of State 
for External Affairs. 



C O P Y 

Sir, 

O t t a w a, 
April 5, 1950. 

I refer to your despatch No. 
1?5 of March 25th, concerning the estate of 
the late Sukezaemon Kitamura. 

2. I regret that, on a previous 
examination of our file, it was not noticed 
that the three insurance policies were 
received under cover of your despatch No. 211 
of April 4, 1949, and were forwarded to the 
Assistant Deputy Custodian, under cover of 
our letter of April 11, 1949. I have asked 
the Assistant Deputy Custodian whether these 
policies were forwarded to the Sun Life 
Assurance Company. 

3. In paragraph two of my despatch 
No. 198 of March 9th I mentioned that the 
Registrar's records showed the local naturali
zation of a Sukezaemon Kitamura of Eancouver, 
B.C., on February 26, 1915. If the Sukezaemon 
Kitamura whose death occurred in Japan on 
November 19, 1941, is identical with the person 
mentioned in the Registrar's records, his wife, 
Mrs. Kiki Kitamura, acquired the status of a 
British subject through the local naturalization 
of her husband and can be considered t.o have been 
locally naturalized in Canada. I trust that the 
above information clears up any confusion which 
may have existed concerning Mrs. Kitamura's 
national status. 

E. H. Norman, Esquire, 
Canadian Liaison Mission, 

TOKYO, Japan. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

Secretary of State 
for External Affairs. 



.. 
CANADIAN LIAIS v r. ,,., ,__, 

TO KYO, JAPAN. 

pr1117th, 1950 

o • .,t.37 

1r, 

l have tb honour to refer to your d spatch 
o. 271 of pril 5th, 1950 and to pr vious correspondence 

cone rn1ng the a.tat of the late Suke aemon Kit mura. 

2. In this conn ction I am att6ch1ng the 
ollo ing ~ocuments which the ~1st &t Deputy Custodian 

in his letter of J nuary 23rd• 1950, - a copy of hich 
w enclosed 1th your d spatch o. 71 of Januc.ry-25th, 
1950, - st ted as having been requested by the Sun Life 
~ssur nee Company of Canada: 

(l) To original statements, one in Japan e 
d&t d ov mber 20th, 1941 and it"' translation, nd tt.e 
other 1n English, dated arch 14th, 1949, by Shige1chi 
Ka.aki, dical doctor ho certifi s as to the death 
of Sukezaemon Kitamura. 

(2) An extract fro 
properly cert1fi d by the 
translation. 

th 1tamurs family register 
ayor of Hikone City, und its 

(3) The Japan se original and translation of a 
document 1h1ch the idow claims to be the 111 of the -
deceased. 

(~·} Th Japanese original · nd translation of the 
1do 's declaration as to her lat husbar.id ' s place of ---------

domicil at the time of his de th. ------- , . . 

Since it would s·em that the need of the 
ssuranc Company for these docum nts is not rel ted 

to the question of ~. Kit mura •s national status, I 
am for rding them hile a r~1ng on her status is 

· still pendine. · 

'the onour bl 
'the Ser tary 

for 
D partment 

O T 

of St t 
ternal 
of xt 

A, 

ff 1rs, 
rn l Affairs, 
Canada. 

I hav the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedi nt serv nt, 

E,H .. NORMA 

.H. or n 
Had of Canadian Liai on 1ss1on 

.1n Jap n 



• COPY/DI 

DEATH CERTIFICATE 

Name of decea sed: 

Sex : 

Date of bi rth : 

Occupati on : 

Suke zaemon Kit amura 

M l e 

Fe-b . 21, 1889 

None 

Occupati on of the Head of the Family : Non e 

Sor t of Death: 

Name of disease : 

Date of fall i ng ill: 

Date of Death: 

Place of death: 

Natural dea th 

Tuberculosi s of lungs 

Earl y in J anuary , 1937 . 

9.30 p . m. November 19, 1941 

No . 51, Nagasone-ma chi , 
Hikone- shi, Shi ga- ken. 

I hereby certify the above t a t ement to be 

true and correct in every deta i l. 

November 20th, 1941 

Si gned by 

Dr . Shigeichi K waki 
Hikone I:'iuni c i pal Ho pit al 
No . 50, Honcho , Hikone- shi . 

This is to certify that the abov e statement i s 

true and correct . 

Ap ril 24 , 1942. 

Si gned and seal aff i xed by 

Totaro Matsuyama 
Mqyor of Hikone- shi 



M:EJ.\10HAND . Ii'OR MR. A. H. MATHIEU. 

Februe.ry 
chewan. 
of .A.dmini 
deceased , 

, that tim 

Estate of ~ iclc 

T e late 11r. Kramer, unm r ri < 
28t, 1929 a t Hudson Bay Junct 

About nine ye r later, ~ 
tr tion were rante t o rs . 
els of Hudson Eay Junction . 
to •e worth approximately f8 

Th solicitor for 
dian of the ro· lowing heirs , 
t he amount ;bo ,h ich each was 

(a) Mrs . Lena MacHughes 
(b) Mrs . Mar aret Skuchelas , 

North Portal , S sk . -
(c) Mich •.e l Kramer , Poland-
(d) ' Geor e Zoblotski , and 

Peter Zoblotski , 

the l as t tv10 named being sons 

Over t he years .rs. iai 

of the other heil!'S, h s establis) 
the estate . Mrs . MacHughe s ho 
las of her inter s t in the estai 

As it ppears that G 

woul d vest in 
f the estate 1: 

by a Cour t 
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Name: 

Onset of illne s s : 

Date of de a th: 

DEATH CE~TI FI CATE 

Sukezaeillon Kit amu ra 
Male, 53 yea rs old 

ea rly J an . 1937 

a t 9 . 30 p . m. Nov. 19th, 1941 

Loc ation of death: 51 Naga s one - cho, Hikone City , 
shi ga p ref . , J apan . 

Ki nds of deat h : death c aused by disease . 

Cau se of death: Tuberculosi s of l ung s . 

This is c ertifica ted by Shigeichi Kawaki , M. D. 
c/ o 50 Hon:nach i , 
Hikone City Hospita l 
Shiga pref . J apan . 

14th Ma r ch, 19 4 9 



• 
Co:Qy of Faini l y__B.§gi s t e r 

P " rmanent Domicile: No . 51, Nagas one-machi , Hikone-shi , 
Shiga Prefec ture . 

Forme r Head of t he Family : t he late Sukezaemon Ki t amura 
Eitaro Kitamura Present tt 11 11 11 

J anuary 8th, 1928 Date of Birth : 

1st son of (the l ate Sukezaemon Kitamu ra 
( Ki ku Kitamura · 

~elationship to the f ormer Head of t he f amily : 1st son . 

Eitaro wa s born a t No . 301, Po rell St., Vancouve ~ 
B. C., Canada . Hi s f a the r , Sukeza emon r eported 
his birth t o the J apanese Consula t e a t Vancouver and papers 
were a c cep t ed and r eco rded on J anua ry 1 5, 1928 by Toyokich i 
Fukuma , J apan es e Consul a t Vancouve r and we r e foTwarded on 
Ma rch 12 th, t h e same yea r and his name was r egi s t e red in 
the f amily. 

On Novembe r 19 th , 1941 , former head of t he f amily Suke zaemon 
d i ed and Eitaro succeeded to the hou s e . Hi s mother Kiku 
v.rho was in pa rent al author i ty reported h i s u ccession to the. 
house to th e munic i pal offic e of Hi kone- shi and pape rs we re 
a ccepted and r ecorded on J anuary 20th , 194 2. 

Mother : Kiku 

Date of Birth : 

1st daugh t er of 

July 7th, 1904 

(Seijiro Nakagawa 
(Ki wa Nakagawa 

Ki ku i s the 1st daugh t er of Seijiro Nakagawa , head 
of a f amily a t No . 85-Yashiki, Oa za Nagasawa, Hoshoji, 
Sakat a - gun. Papers for ma rriage w{t h Suke za emon 
Kitamura were a ccepted and recorded on J anuary 18th, 
1923 and her name was r egistered in t he f amily on t he 

ame day . 

Her husband Suk ezaemon died on j ovember 19th, 1941. 

Younger s i s t e r: Toshie 

Date of Bir t h : Apr i l 2nd , 1931 

( the l ate Sukezaemon Ki tamura 
( Kiku Ki t amura 

Toshi e wa s 'bo rn at No . , ; 01 , PoweJJ St., ;.!ar:i.c~JY:~t;.,, 
B.C., Canada . Her father , Sukezaemon reported he r 
birth to t he Japanese C6nsul a t e at Vancouver and pape rs 
were a ccepted and recorded by Sent aro Edo, J apanes e 
Consul at Vancouver on Ap ril 14th , 1931 and we r e for
warded on June 3 rd , the same yea r and her name v1a s 
r egistered i n the family . 

I he reby ce r t ify the above co py t o be comp l e t el y i den ti ca l 
with t he origi n al fami l y regi ster . 

Ma rch 14t h, 1949 . 

t igned and s eal affix ed by 
I ku Kobayashi 

Mayor of the Ci t y of Hikone 
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I, Sukezaemon Ki tamura , writ e down thi s :rill on t his 

20th day of ay , 1940. 

To ~itaro Kitamura 
and Kiku Kitamura 

I will l eave all my es t ate to my f ir s t son , Eitaro .. 
You Eitaro, ought to succeed t o the ~hole of it . Howev e r , 
if you consider it convenien t to make p reviou a rrangement how 
to deal with it , give ten percent of it to you r younger s iste r , 
Toshi e . She shal l have my house be ·ides it . You , Ki ku mu st 
take cha r ge of my estate , consult i ng with anyone you l i ke about 
how t o do it. You need not let my younger brothe rs and siste rs 
have share in my es tate because they have enough al rea dy . 

Mino ru, Hana , Kiyoj i , Tazo, and Aha ra pl ea se t ake ca re 
of my bereaved f ami ly. 

You , Eita ro, are still very young. You Ki ku, a r e ill. 
C. o it will be difficult for you i n future to a ssociate with 
man y pe r sons as f re ely as you a r e novr do ing . Therefo r e a s to 
my fun e r a l se rvic e , perfo rm it as simpl y and p ri va te:J._y as y ou 
c an . Ask onl y our blood- r el a t i ves to par ticipa t e in it. You 
c an ca r ry my remai ns in a pal anquin to Oyabu and hold a s ecret 
funeral there o r carry them in a motor-car t o Hi ra t a - yama t o 
ho l _ i t there . You may ho l d a fa r ewell se rv ice simultaneou sly 
with it or ho l d it some time l a ter. 

Trea t thos e who a tt end the services to a l uncheon of 
rice-balls and then p re s ent t hem 1i th the Ma rubi hi 's (pe rhaps 
this refers to a depa r tment s t o re - trans l a tor ' s note) exchang e 
t ick ets of f i ve yen and t h r ee yen . As to who shall h ave t h e 
f iv e yen tickets and who shall have the othe r, I leave i t to 
you r discretion. Howev e r, p r esent the f ive yen t i ck e t s t o 
Schichi zaemon, J unai and Sa jiro . 

I think it wi l l be bette r to send not i f i cation of my 
dea th to you r acquai ntan ce s by post ca rds af t e r you have done 
everything concerni ng my f uneral servi c e s . 

Make a donation of t wo hund r ed yen t o t he Kita Aoyag i 
School . As to r epayment of k i ndne s s of the pri e st of our 
f ami l y templ e and othe r s , repay it f'u lly a;nd amply ""fih en you 
Ei t a ro, g row up and succ eed in lif e . 

I expect you t wo, to obse rve st rict l y VJhat I hav e 
v1r i tten a bove 

Sukezaemon 

Though I have gi ven di rect i ons a bove to make a donation 
of t wo hundred y en to the Kita Aoyag i School which Eitaro 
a ttends out of my insurance money you wi l l recei ve af t e r my 
d eath from the Sun and t he Chi yoda Life Assu r an ce Compa nies, 
I now think it mi ght be bett e r , i nstead of do ing so , to con
tribut e t wo hundred yen to t he J apanese Red Cross Society and 
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o ne hundred yen each t o the Army and the Navy and a n o the r 
one h und red yen to the Si ck and Wou nded Soldie r s Rel i e f 
Assoc i a tion . Consult abou t i t wi th each o t he r and decid e . 

Upon r ecei v i ng t h e insu r anc e mon ey f r om t he Sun Li f e 
Assu r anc e Compa ny o f Canada , t ak e th r e e hund r ed an d for ty 
thou sand yen out o f it an d eff e ct an insuranc e wi th i t 
with the Da i ch i Life Insu r anc e Company under t h e name o f 
E itaro . Mak e the pe riod of i nsu r an c e f ifteen yea r s and p ay 
the wh ol e p r emium in l ump sum. 

Unc l e Ken ji ro has be en help ing me i n y bus i ne s s fo r 
thes e t h irty yea r s . So he is t he man wh om every memb er of 
my f amily ought to r espec t an d t ake good care of . 

Aunt Han ako has taken espe cial l y good c a re of th e 
fami l y b ecau s e both of you r pa r ents have b e en ill in b e d . 
The r e f o r e , y ou , Eita ro and To sh i e mu s t obey t h EIIl obed i en tly 
a nd lmok to them f or guidance . When §DOU g row u p f ully , 
r esp ec t t hem hea r t ily and repay t h e i r k i n dn e s s as mu ch a s 
y ou can . 
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DECLARATTON 

Ma rch 27th, 1950 

To: Mr. E. H. No rman 
Head of Can adi an Liai son Mi s sion 

i n J a pan 

I, the under s i gned, do hereby sol emnly 

d e cl are that my hu sband, Sukezaemon Kitamura 

died on Novembe r 19th, 1941, at his h ome a t 

No. 51, Nagasone-machi, Hi kone- shi, Shi ga 

Prefecture. 

Si gned and seal affix ed by 

Kiku Kitamura 

No. 51, Nagasone-machi, 
Hikone-shi, Shiga P r efecture 
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COPY - ---------~~~---------~~ .. 
CANADA 

DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
Office of the custodi an 

A. H. Mathieu, Esq . , 
Assistant Deputy Cur;todi a11 , 
Offi ca of the Custodian, 
Victoria Bldg . , 7 O' Connor st ., 
Otta. a , Ont . 

506 Royal Bank Bldg., 
Vancouver, B. C. 
April 17, 1950 

De.:lr • iathi eu t Re : Energy Li fe Insurance Policies 

e have ree0ived a letter, April 4, 1950, from the Prudent ial 
Insurance Company of Ne ark, N. J . e had no kno ledge of t hese pol i cies until 
·e had an inquiry ,f rom the looa1 office at Vancouver about a month go , and 

replied by letter of iarch 14th, a copy of hich we now send you . 

The pr esent request f or ca.sh surrender is apparently bei ng made by 
the father of the insured., all of whom are i n J apan . In such circumst anoes 
should a request be made for the cash surrends values to be pai d t o t he Custodi an 
and held as enei:ty funds , or should no objection be raised to payment by the com
pany to the insured, it might be desirable for you t o reply direct to the Pruden
tial at Nowark, in 1hich ease kindly l et us have a copy of your letter to t. e • 

In the oase of policyholders resident in J apan, hero funds have 
een ~vailabie we have kept the policies in good standi ng . In cases whero funds 

have not been available, ~eh ve not requested the cash surrendor value but have 
al.lo ed .,ha policy to carry itself' as long as this could be don without furthel." 
paym,..nt of premf~s . Unless the insured diod, such policies ould eventually 
lose any equit§ftH~rthe policyhol der or the cust odi an . 

I am enclosing a memorandum sho ng the positi on of life insurance 
policio in which residents of Japan are i nterested • . e ould b glad if you 
would revie these and advise ether e should sti ll pay premium ere funda 
u· Lvailable and ,hether any action should be taken by t he Custodian at thi o 

time in r eard to those policies . ere funds are not availabl for payment of 
pr rniums . 

FG'l/GN 
F,L cl. 

Yours truly, 

F. G .. Shears , 
Director 



P~liiit.cies on \vhich some premiums have been paid but funds exhausted or 
"f no assets held by Custodian: 

1491 

17895 

1633 

17724 

1653 
1654 

17748 

Nobukazo TABATA Sun Life 

Matures April 1950. Premium loan t 264 .13 
Balance wi ll be paid to Custodi an. 

500 

Shinobu HIGASHI Sun Life 1,000 

Premium notices going t o Ottav;a . No particular s 
of policy. 

Yoshiziro HANAMOTO 
Suk.esaemon KITAMURA 

Sun Life 
Sun Life 

These tv,o Japanese died in Japan. Sun Life 
report both death claims paid to Ottawa . No 
particulars of policies although KITAMURA ' a 
amounted to t20,ooo . 

We have no confirmation that Ottawa received 
these funds . 

720 Tautomi YAM.AMURA Sun Life 1,000. 

24103 

!!sported killed in the Phillipines in 1945 . 
Sun Life wrote ottavra. Nov . 26/ 47 to obtain 
p oof of death throurrh Department of Ext ernal 
Affairs . No further correspondence on file. 

1375 Shigeru SHIN Sun Life 

55326 Premiums paid from account to 1948 . SHIN 's 
brother- tried to get ca.sh surrender value in 
August 1948 . Ottawa refused this but di d not 
say whether or not e should }Jet the cash 
surrender value . No reply to our last letlter 
to Mr . Wright. 

1.,000. 



17748 
Legal Section 

DJS/DI 

Victoria Building, 
7 O' Connor Street, 
Ottawa, Canada. 

Ap ril 11, 19 50 

To : The Under-Secretary of State 
for External A.ffairs, Ottawa. 

Attention: Mr. E. H. Gilmour 

Re : Sukezaemon Kitamura, deceased. 
Your File.: 27-VU-40 

I wish to acknowledge your communication of 
April 5, 1950, to vhich was at t ached a copy of 
Despatch No. 175 from the Canadian Liai son 
Mission i n J apan. 

In reply t o the query i n Pa rag raph 2 of 
your letter, I beg to advise that the three 
pol icies in question ¥ere for, arded to t he 
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada with our 
l etter of Apri l 12, 1949, and we have on file 
the acknowl edgment of the Sun Life dated 
April 20, 1949. 

We shall be pl eased to recei ve the opinion 
regarding ' rs .. Kitamura t s national · status under 
J apanese law as soon as the same is available. 

On reading Despatch No •. 175, we have not ed 
the comments in Paragraph No4 4 and trust that 
you 111 let us have a copy of any commitmen.t 
hich you may obtain from the Regis trar of 

Canadian Citizenship on the question of Mrs . 
Ki tamut"a "s status in Canada. 

D. J., Sincl air , 
For Assistant Deputy Custodian 



17748 
Legal Sect ion 

DJ S/DI 

Victoria Building,. 
7 O' Connor Street, 
Otta •a,. Canada. 

Apr i l 11, 1950 

J. Gilpin, Esq., 
Special Section, Claims Department, 
Sun Life Assu r anee Company o:f Canada, 
ontreal, Quebec . 

Dear Sir: 

Re .~ Sukezaemon Ki tamul'a dec eased: 
Your Policies Nos. 676 1 524/5 & 869 ,760 

Since my letter of February 20, 1950, I have 
been advised t hat the Canadian Liaison Offi ce in 
J apan have on file t wo original statements by the 
medical doctor who certifi ed as to the de th of 
the a ssured and a pl"ope rly certified extract from 
the deceasedts Family Register. These, they have 
ag reed to forward as soon a s t hey have obtained 
t he original Will in J apan ese and t he Declaration 
of t he widow as to the assured' s pl ace of domicile 
at the time of his death. 

The Lia ison Mission have also applied through 
the Di plomatic Section, GHQ, SCAP, for an opinion 
a s to 11.rs . Kitamura ' s national status und t> 
J apanese Law. This also ill be forwarded in due 
cou rse. They are somewhat confused as to whether 
or not Mrs. Ki t amu r-a as naturalized in Canada. 
As we ou rsel ves a re in some doubt on this very 
point, we hesitate to make a commitment until e 
have had further advice from the Department of 
Citizenship and Immigrap .on. 

Yours very truly, 

D .. J. Sinclair, 
For Assistant Deputy cus t odian 

- -, 
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OFFaCf OF T II ~· I 

C0.1fT0DIAN 

RE ~~v~o ~ 
APR 6 1950 l 

R EPLY TO BE ADDRESSED TO : 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CANADA 

,,.,, ,. . ~ .. .. 
TMMl,•£81 • , THE UNDE R - SECRETA RY OF STATE 

FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTTA WA 0 t t a w a, 
April 5, 1950 11116'1) JY ' 

\ l 

Your file: 17748 
Our file: 27-VU-40 

To: The Assistant Deputy Custodian, 
Department of the Secretary of State, 

0 t ta w a. 

.._.:;:.wq 

I refer to your letter of March 7th 
concerning the estate of the late Sukezaemon 
Kitamura. 

2. I enclose a copy of despatch No. 175 
of March 25th from th~ Liaison Mission in Tokyo 
which reports on the present standing of this case. 
You will note that in paragraph 2 of this despatch, 
the .ldission point out that the three insurance 
policies of the Sun Life Assurance Company were 
forwarded to me under cover of their despatch No. 
211 of April 4, 1949. An examination of our file 
reveals that these policies were forwarded to you 
on April 11, 1949, and were acknowledged by you 
in a letter of April 12, 1949. I should be grateful 
if you would inform me whether these policies were 
forwarded to the Sun Life Assurance Company. 

3. I shall be pleased to let you know as 
soon as an opinion is received concerning Mrs. 
K:f.tamura's national status . under Japanese Law. 

~LL l)/0\_ ,. °'--
rO. ~ Und.~r-~~o~et~ry of State 
'if for External Affairs. 
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March 25, 1950. 

NO. 175 

Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to your des
patch No. 198 of March 9, 1950, and to previous corres
pondence concerning the estate of the late Sukezaemon 
Kitamura. 

2. In Paragraph 2 of your despatch No . 172 of 
March 1, 1950, you report the advice of the Assistant 
Deputy Custodian that the widow and son here should 
forward the actual insurance policies as their surrender 
to the company at the time of payment is desirable . In 
the attachment of your despatch No . 613 of June 5, 1948, 
which initiated correspondence about the insurance polici es 
of the Sun Life Assurance Company held by Mr. Sukezaemon 
Kitamura, the Claims Department of the company lists 
these three policies held by Mr. Kitamura: No . 676524, 
No.676525, and No.869760 . These policies were forwarded 
to you under cover of our despatch No . 211 of April 4, 
1949. I should appreciate it if you would ascertain 
whether or not these policies have been transmitted to 
the company. 

3. I have on file two original statements by 
the medical doctor who certified as to the death of the 
assured and a properly certified extract from the deceas ed 1 s 
family register . I shall forward these along as soon as 
I obtain the original Will in Japanese and the declaration 
of the widow as to the assured's place of domicile at the 
time of his death. I note that the Assurance Company is 
under the misapprehension that we might have on file the 
original statements as to the death of the assured of 
two medical doctors. This is probably because we attached 
to our despatch No . 211 of April 4, 1949, two copies of 
statements made at different times by the same doctor . 
The given name of the doctor differs on the two documents 
because the characters composing it can be read two ways . 
I understand, however, that the reading given to the 
characters by the doctor himself is "Shigeichi" . 

4. I have also supplied the appropriate Japan-
ese officials, through Diplomatic Section , GHQ, SCAP, 
with the particulars as we have them of Mrl Kitamura 1' s 
naturalization in Canada . I have requeste these officials 
to provide me with an opinion as to Mrs . Kitamurars national 
status under Japanese Law. When this is received I shall 
inform you . However, I am somewhat confused as to whether 
or not Mrs. Kitamura was naturalized in Canada. In Para . 2 
of your despatch under reference you give the opinion of 

• • • • • 2. 

The Honourable, 
The Secretary of State for External Affairs, 

Department of External Affairs, 
0 TT AW A, Canada. 
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the Registrar of Canadian Cit izenship that 11 1 t i s quite 
possible" she acquired the status of a British subject 
and later in the same paragraph t hat she 11 had local 
natural izati on in Canada". I should appreciate clarif
ication of t h is poi nt . 

I have t he honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

c. E .MC GAUGHEY 
F ot E. H. Worman, 

Head of Canadian Liaison Mission 
In Japan . 
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Ci tiz hip oono rning the n tional $tatus of 
th b :naficiarie of this stat • The Regi trar 
has ot ooux·se con:tirm d that Eytaro t ur 
1 Can dian oi t1zcn. H . h s ~ ta te that 1.t 
1 quit possible th. t Kiku Kitamura aoqu1red 
t tatu of Brit! h subleot by th natural-
iz tion ot hr husband. Th Registrar's reoorda 
ho that SUk z on Kit ura of vanoou er, B.c., 

a form r resident of Japan r Japane nationali y, 
· a natu.rallz d 1n Oana t the County Court, . 
Vanoo ver, B.C. on ebruary 26, l l5 und r the 
provi io s of th N tur liz tion Act, 1906 . 
The Re istrar h oint d out ho ever that S e 
Xi t ur . h d loc 1 naturalization 1n Can da. 
You ill r oall a recent opini~m from th 
Deputy inister ot Ju tio that, beoaus of the 
applioation of Section 24 of· th aturalization 
Act Chapt r 77 R.s.o. 1906, a person ho as 
naturalized und r that Aot (as in tbe case of 
$Uk za on Kit ura.) oould not be regard d as 
a British subject if; sub quent to h1 natural-
iz tion in Canada, he a r sidins in the country 
ot bi origin and, und r he la of that oountry , 
va regarded a c1tiz n d spit his naturalization 
in canada. 

I ho-ul b grateful it , in vie of th 
bov consideration , you oul ke step to 

find out s. t ura ' s st t un.d r Japans 
la. The g1strar h pointed out that if • 
an • ·suk za on tamur ere r ard d 
1 pan ee oit1zen d spit their natut-alizat1on 
in o ada • K1 t ur 1 n i ther a British sub-
3 ct nor a Oan dian oitiz n . 

I hav th honour to b , 
ir , 

Your obedi nt ervant, 

Seer tary of State 
for xternal Affair . 

'.rh B d or on, 
n di n Liaison aion , 

TOKYO, 
p • 
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Vito r ia Building , 
7 O' Connor St reet, 
Ot t awa, Canada. 

Ma r(!h 7, 19 50 

To: The Under- Secreta~; of St a te 
f o r E .. t e rnal Affair s , Otte.vm . 

Attention : r. E. H . Gil mou,r 

Re : su_ezaemon Kitamura, deceased 
Your File: 27- VD- 40 

Fu r:the r t o I!l.Y lette r of Feb r·uary 27, 1950, 
I am now i n possessi on of information from t he Depart
ment of Citizenship and Immi g ration. I enclose t wo 
copies of Mr. Duggan ' s l e tter of Feb ruary 28th. I 
would be oblig ed i f ou would sen d a copy to r . N6 rman 
i n J apan and secure a repo r t fr om hi m on t he wa r tie 
activity of Sukezalmon (Sukezaemon) Kitamu ra and Kiki 
Ki tamura , the f a ther and mother r espective l y of Ey t aro 
Kit 1_mura.. -

The ob j e c t of my inquiry is to as c e rta in t he 
views of our Lia ison Offic·e in J apan as to whethe r 
either of the above can still be regarded as British 
sub jects .. 

D. J . Sinclair, 
Fo~ Assistant Deputy Custodian 

Enc1s: (2) 



CANADA 

CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP REG IST R A T ION BRANCH 

DEP~P.Trv::.'T CF Cl"TtZi:rJSH P ANO IMMIGRATION 
IN YO U R REP LY PLEASE R EFER T O 

CITIZENSH IP FI L E N UMBE R .... lE.P./YlW DO NOT WRITE ON MORE 'T'HAN ONE 

SUBJECT IN ANY ONE LETTER 

0 

L-1 (ZOM-3-49) 

852-50 

Ottawa, ebruary 28, 1950. 
VIF·h, 

CU.:1 I <)1 

.... .1, 
D.J. Sinclair, Esq. , 
For Assistant Deputy Custodian, 
Department of t he Secretary of St ate, 
Victoria Building , 
Ottawa . 

MAR 2~ 0 / 
PAUBT •• p · I 

TAUti,•Ut li • • • • ' • ' 
Alllti''-»t • • • •• • • f t 11 r , 

RE : Sukezaemon Kitamura - deceased . -,.._ __ 
Your file 17748 Legal Section. 

Dear Sir: 

I have received your letter of February 20 
enclos ing a copy of despatch #45, dated J anuary 26, from 
the Canadian Liaison Mission in J apan concerning the above. 
You ask two questions. 

I n r epl y to your f i rst question, I have to 
state that Eytaro Kitamura , a student presently residing . 
in Japan, born at Vancouver , B.C., on the 8th January, . 1928 
(birth confi rmed) was granted a certificate of proof of 
Canadi an citizenship #63548, series A, on the 17th J:anuary, 
1950. . 

I n repl y to your second question, I have to 
state that it is quite possible that Kiku Kitai~ura , mother 
of Eytaro Kitamura , acqui red the status of a British subject 
(whilst in Canada) by the naturalization of her deceased 
husband. Our files show that ·sukezalmon (Sukezaemon) Kitamura , 
an attendant, of Vancouver, B.C., former residence J apan, of 
former J apanese nationality , was naturalized in Canada at the 
County Court, Vancouver, B.C., on t he 26th February, 1915, 
under the provisions of t he Naturalization Act, Chapter 77, 
R.S.C. 1906. 

Presumably Ki ku. Kitamura was born in J apan and 
t hat for some t ime she l ived in Canada , in view of the fact 
that her son was born t here in 1928 . However, she is in quite 
a different cat egory to t hat of her son. __ She had what we call 
n1ocal 11 naturalization in Canada and we recently, on the 25th 
J anuary, 1949 , had a decision from the Deputy Minister of Justice 
that because of t he appl ication of Section 24 of t he Naturaliza
tion Act, Chapt er 77, R. S.C. 1906, a person ,.t.a0 was naturalized 
under that Act (as in the case of Sukezaemon Kitamura) could not 
be regarded as a Bri tish subject i f , subsequent to his naturaliza
tion in Canada, he was residing in the country of his origin and 
under t he laws of that country was r egarded as a citizen despite 1 

his naturalization in Canada, We understand that under Japanese 
law the husband and the wife would have been regarded as Japanese 

................ 

l \ 
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CANADIAN CITIZENSHIP REGISTRATION BRANCH 
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852-50 
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citizens despite their naturalization in Canada and if that 
be the case (and ~ppropriate inquiries could be made of the 
Canadian Liaison Mission in Japan) Mrs. Kitamura is neither 
a British subject nor a Canadian citizen as she is a resident 
of Japan. 

Eytaro Kitamura comes under another section 
of the Act. He is a natural-born Canadian citizen within 
the meaning of 8ection 4(a) of t he Act and he does not cease 
to be a anadian citizen unless he becomes an alien , and he 
would not be an alien merely by residence in J apan. 

Yours truly, 

Citizenship. 
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Legal Sec t ion 
DJS/DI 

Viot<t ria Bui lding., 
7 O'Connor Street1 
Ottawa, Canada. 

February 27, 1950 --
To , The Unde r-Secretary of State 

for External. Aff airs, Otta •a 11 

.M_tention: Mr. E. H. G1lmou~ / 
·' 

Re:. _Sukezaemon Kitamura., .deceased 
Your File: 21~vu-... 40 ,, 

. I wish to thank-you for- your communication of Feb
ruary 24, 1950• ?he information contained therein 
enables us to trace more efl'ectivel.y on the Registrar 
of Citizenship fott his opinion as to the status of the 
pa rties invo,lved, 

All the material c-equested in outt let t e r of J an.23 1 
l95Q is ,essential, and I might add that the widow and sen 
in J apan snould forwa rd the ac t ual 1nsut.'a.nee policies as 
theit" sur.i,endet" to the company at the t~me of payment is 
des1 r.able. Ti1.e detail as to the policies was · fo ·rwa rded 
to your office with our letter of May 27, ·1948'., but in 
the event or that letter not being availa~le, I a.m repeat~ 
ing part of the 1nfo'1Uation contained the,reinr 

No-. & Date of Policy ~lan of Policy Amount Beneficiary 
6'76~.;24 - June 11 1925 24 yr* endowment $ 5000t00 Kiku Kitamura 

(wife) 

8691 '760 - Apt.,11 1/28 .21. yt; endowment 10,00Q Kiku Kitamura 
(wife) 

I am also enclosing fo~ transmission with the above 
infotmati~n to ou.t Mission in Tokyo, two copies of our· 
"Instructions to Applioant.s· tor Release"• 

I f it -is ruled that both -mother and son are Canadian 
citizens, i t is likely that thei·r applications tor release 
of .assets wi l l be f avourably considered and formal applica
tion will be nece$sary and it would save a g :reat deal of 
time to· have them prepa~e their declarations and .submit 
them in the usual mazme-r . at .the same time as they are fot
warding the other mate rial. 

You rs ve ry t roly,. 

D, J. Sinclair, 
For Assistant Deputy Custodian 

Enol;s t . ( 2) 
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Legal Section 

DJS/ DI 

Victoria Building, 
7 O'Connor Street~ 
Otta a, Canada, .. 

February 27, 1950 

J .. .E. Dugg an, Esq.; 
Registrar of Canadian Citizenship, 
Depa rtment of Citizenship & I mmigration, 
Ot t a ·11a •. 

Dea r Sir: 

Re : Sukezaemon Ki tamuir.-a, dec·eased 

Further to my lette r of February 20.,. 
1950, I am now able to supply the i nformation 
that Eitaro Kitamura wa s g ranted a Certificate 
o:f Canadi an Citizensh ip N'o.., 63 548 ~eries A, 
da ted J anua ry 17., 1950, This answe t's que stion 
No~ (1) i n the said l et t er~ 

~ I n addition to que s tion No.(2) r ega rding 
the "' t a t u s of the wi f e of the decea sed, I would 
l ~ke to add anothe r inquiry, No.(3) -

( 3) Plea se confi rm t h e citizenship s tatus of 
Sukeza emon Kitamura, holder of Certifica te 
of Nationaliz£} tion No .•. 4171) issued at 
Ot-t;awa,. ay 11, 1928 and ren ewed ;an Ma rch 6,. 
19J 3, a s he as resident i n J apan from 
1933 to t he date of his death, November 19, 
1941. 

The t r eat ment to be afforded his as sets will be 
based on t he sta tus of the members of this 
family and I would app reciate a commitment at 
the earl ies t po.s s i bl e date ,. 

Your s ve ry truly, 

D .. J •. Sinclair, 
For As sis t ant Deputy Custodian 



• 
REPLY TO BE ADDRESSED TO: 

EXTERNAL AF.FJURS 
CANAD.A 

THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA Ott aw a, 
February 24, 1950. 

~ 

\ 

Your file: 1?748 
Our file : 2?- VU- 40 

To: The Assistant Deputy Custodian, 
Department of the Secretary of State, 

0 t t a w a. 

I refer to your letter of February 
20 concerning the heirs to the estate of Mr. 
Sukezaemon Kitamura. 

2. Our records show that Eitaro 
Kitamura was granted a Certificate of Canadian 
Citizenship No . 63548 Series A, dated January 17, 
1950. I should be glad to know what further . .. 
instructions should be sent to the Canadian 
Liaison Mission in Tokyo concerning this matter. 

mi~ 
. . ... _ ~,., , .. : 

{A.D.P. Heeney) 
Under-Secretary of State 
for External Affairs. 
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Legal Se~tion 

_,..TS/ DI 

Victoria Building, 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Ottuwa, Canada. 

Feb,ruary 20 1 1950 

Your File: 27-VU-40 

To: The Under-Sect'etary of State 
fo ·r Ext~rna.l Affairs,, Ottawa~ 

Att&ntion: Mr,. E.H. Gilmour1. 

Re; Sukezaemon Kitamura, deceased. 

I wish to acknowledge your communication of 
February 17, 1950., ,ith hich you enclosed a 
co.py of' fr .. Norman's despatch .No~ 45, dated 
Januar;r 26, l:f50. If' j< a indicated in the 
despa.teh, the beneficiaries of this estate at~ 
a ble to· ec;tablish their Canadian eitizensltip, 
the vie·~s -expr<,?s sed in the li:!.st pr.irag raph of· 
'the dasp -3. t ch wm1ld :not be ;;i.ppl1cable. It is 
noted thP..t the son,, Eitaro, is anxious to 
establ:i. sh his Canadi ai"l c:i tizoosbi)? and tha t 
Mr .. Ifo!'I?.la.n, in despatch Ao. 9 of Je: uar1r 6, 
1950.,, sabmitted his petition i'or· cet"tificat·e 
of Canadian ci tiienship~. Would you pe good 
enough to l et us have the pa rticula es and the· 
number o:f the cer-tificate,. 

D. J,. Sinclair, 
Fo~ Assistant Deputy Custodian 
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Legal ~,ction 

DJ,b DI 

Victo~ia Building,. 
7 o•·Gonnor Stl:'eet., 
Ottawa., Canada. 

February 20 , 1950 

J. Gilpin, Esq., 
Special Section, C.laim.s Department, 
Sun Li.fe As su rance Company of Canada; 
Montrea.11 uebec. 

Dear Si t"t 

He : Sultezaamon Ki tamurt dec·eased: \ 
Your Poli cies Nos. 6'76,.575 & 869,760 

Since my l a s t l ette r of J :Q'tlary 23, , 1950, 
I have r eceiver siap_plementa.t-y information 1·ro111 
J apan in. .11 1". Norman's despatch .i~o# 1.; oi~ 
January 26, 1950, a copy of which is enclo Bd 
fo r yout• file.. .Apparently,. the widow and sn"'l 
are endeavouri'.:!-g to establl. h their stat11s s 
Canadi an citizens ... If th.ey ~ re- sue 0 ssf •1 in 
so doing., tb.e view_ expressed :i.n the last para
g ra:ph of thE., de.spa tch f'"" · d. n()t be taken too 
se·rious·l.y, 

It is sOted that thl$ despatch lett 
J apan. be.fore Mr. Norman had received our 
request 0£ January 23rd. 

You J.l'-s ve l"Y t roly,. 

D"' J. Sincla1l"1 
For Ass;stan-t Deputy ·custodian 

Enc1s: (1) 

_/ 



Victoria Builcli ng, 
"I O 'c, z, :i.o r l,;,t ree·· ,. 
O.i- .:. • c·~ ·1,. ~A v l.- ff'~c'. J a .Lo. __ .. 

J. F. [m.~b~n~ Esq*, 
Reglst ra.. r, 
Carrn.dian Citizenshi Registration .Branch,. 
est Block,, 

0 t t a w a .. 

Dear Sir.: 

I e?cl ~ , :ur yvu r cun~id ration copy 
of Despat h le~ 45, ate the 26th u1t·rr0. 
from Mf. E .. K. ·,er man;, h,~ad of' the Can.a ian 
Li.aisol"l 1f i ss1 n in J apan-. 

Your s ttenti :a:n Ls 6 rawn to Pc:1 rag raphs 3 
and L,. of the Cespatch. Would you kindly let 
us have the .following i n formation: 

(1) 

(2) 

Ha s a cer · i "'icate of Canadian cit ·"enship 
"fl n .:.~st..eu to L1 taro Kitamura,.. If $@., 

may we ha·ve the particul.at"S. 11 and i; not ., 
l et us knQW t he raasons tot" not issuing 'it .. 

Confi1nnatio . .i as to 1he naturalization of' 
Kiku Ki~nmu ra..J ·wife or the deceased ar:d 
you~ vie,s as to whethe r her Canadian 
status has been lost through her- resi
dence in J apan,. 

Yoµr s ve ry truly, 

D. S .. Sin cla1 r, 
For Assi stant Deputy Custodian 

Enc+s;(l.l 
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,,, ... 
THE UNDER.S ECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR EXTERNAL AFFAI RS 

OTTAWA 

Your File 17748 Legal Section 
Our File : 27-VU-40 

Ottawa, February- i.7;-· .....,...=o.-o· -

(\ 

The Assi stant Deputy Custodian, 
Offi ce of the Cust_odian, 

Department of the Secretary of State, . 
CJrTAWA. 

I refer to your letter of January 23 
concerning the estate of the late Sukezaemon 
Kitamura. / 

I enclose a copy of despatch No. 45 
of January 26 from the Canadian Liaison Mission 
in Toyko which provides fur t her information con
cerning this case. At the time this despatch 
was wri tten, the Liaison Mission would not yet 
have received our despatch No. 71 of January 25, 
a copy of which was sent to you. I shall let 
you know as soon as possible whether the Mission 
have been successful in obtaining the documents 
required by t he Sun Life Assurance Company of 
Canada. 

~~-

t ( E.HhGILMOJJR A.D.P. neeneyJ 
Under-Secretary of State 
for External Affairs~ 



... 

D er Sir• 

f'/1 1' ~ - ~~t·l r.'lSSION 
· - · · · ...., • "/"\I-AN .. 

26th Janu ry, 1950. 

I hav th honour to reter to my de patch No, 661 
of Dec b r l5th, 194, and to pr vious correspondence 
concerning th stat or the l t Sukezeemon KITA.MURA. 

Furth r ini'ormetion concerning this c se he now 
ao to my att ntion, which might explain hy ' the ido 
ot th d ce sed, s. K1ku KIT A, ought to teblish 
that her on, t ro, • s th p rson to reoei the in
suranc policy proceeds because of the ch nge 1n nomin-
t1on by r. Kitamura' "Will". 

The on it ro hes rec ntly c lled et this 1ss1on 
nd e ~ebliehed to our t1stect1on that he a born in 

Can do and that he he done nothing to alter his Canadian 
t tu sine co 1ng to Jep n. Und r cover of our des-

P toh No . 9 ot 6th January, 1950, e submitted to you 
his petition for Cert1ficat ot Canadian Citizenship. 

een th C n d1an pa sport of th decee ed, 
URA , o. 41713, 1ssu d at -Ottawa on y· 

renewed there.on 6th Mar ch, l933. The 
d cased' w1te, Kiku lR , s included on the pass-
port. She return d to Japan·f1nelly in 1928 and the 
dee a ed returned in 1 33. Tb latter pparently· as 
naturalized in Ce~ada ,on February 26th, 1915. · · 

Th on 1tero hes requested that hi tath r's life 
in urance policy be paid so that be oan u e the money to 
r turn to Caned . I have told him that such monies ill 
in ell prob bility, be trozen until the conclusion ot e 
peac treaty 1th J pan and that 1 can give him no 1nfor-
at1on s to their di position under the term of a 

p ce treaty. 

I have the honour to be , 

Sir , 

Your obedient ervant, 

E.H. NORMAN 

E. R. Norman 
Heed of Cane 1en Liaison 1ss1on 

in Japan. 

b Honour abl , 
Tb s er tory ot State for t rn l Atfeir , 

De r ent of xternal Atfair , 
OTI' A, 

c neda. 



No . ;! 

Ottawa , January 26 , 1950. 

Sir , 

I refer to your despatch No . 651 
ot ce ber l , l9f9 -0onoerning the estate 
of the late Sukezae on Kita£ura . 

I enclose a coy of a letter of 
January 23 tro the Office of the Custodian 
hich outlines the require ents of the Sun 

Lite Ji ssurance Company in connection with 
• Kit ura•s ost te . I ~hould be rateful 

if you ould attempt to obtain the documents 
centio ed in this l tter . 

· I havo the honour to be , 

Sir» 

Your obedient serv nt ) 

EH. G.L:....b.rovR 
Secretary of state ) 

for External Aff irs . 
\ 

,/ 

Head ot esio.n , 
Ca adian Li ilion iasion, 

Tokyo , 
JP n. 
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J. Gilpin, Esq., 

Victoria Building, 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Ottawa, Canada . 

January 23, 1950 

Specia l t>e-ction, Claims Department, 
Sun Life A surance Company of Canada, 
ontreal, Quebec . 

Dear Sie-; 

Re : Suke.zaemon Kitamura, deceased1 
YoU't' Policies Nos. 676, 524/5 & 869 ., 760 

I nsh to a cknowl edge your lette r:- of 
January 12 1950, with whi ch you returned the , 
letter of the widow written in J apanese and a 
transl ation thereof., 

I am requesting the Depar t ment of Ext e rna1 
Affai t>s today to secure for us the fo llowing: 

1. Certificate of death. 
2~ Original Willi~ J apanese. 
J . A decl aration of the · wido as to the assured fs 

p1ace of domicile at the time of his death. 

On receipt of these documents, we shall again 
communicate · 1th you .• 

Yours ve ry tfilly, 

D .. J. Sincl air-, 
For As sistant Deput~ Custodian 

~ : 

' '\ .. 
r' 
\ ~'. 
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Victoria Buildi ng, 
7 QtConnor Street, 
Ot tawa , Canada •. 

17748 

l!._egal t~ection 
DJ S7 DI 

January 23, 1950 

To: The Unde r-Secretary of St ate 
for External Affairs, Otta ,a. 

At ten t ion : Mr . A.F .W. ~l umpt re: 

Re : Es t a te Sukezaemon Kitamura: 
You r File 27- VU-!±Q. 

Furthe~ to our l et t e r of J anuary 6, 19 50 , 
we a re now in recei pt of =. r-e que s t f rom the Sun Life 
As surance Co · . any of Can da fo r the r ollo, i ng documents ; 

(1) OfJ. i c i a l certifica te of dea t h of the above nan ed . 
Thi s u su ally t akes the f orm of an ext ra c t from the of f icial 
death register ce rtifi ed by the p r-oper a.ut horities at the 
pla ce of' i su e . I n J apan, an extrac t f rom the f ami l y 
census r8gi ter of a dece · s ed pe r son certi f i ed by the 
mayor of t he locality ~h e r e he r e gis+ ~r is k ept i s u sually 
cons idered sa t isf a ctory. I f you h ave on your f i l e the 
origina l statements by the t . o rn.cd · c a l do cto rs wh o ce r-
tified as to the dea th of t he a s su r ed , might it be pos
sible f or you to let us h nve t he originals fo r the i n
surance company and r e tai n the copi es on you r file . If 
t he original s a r e in J apan , Vloul d you t ake s teps to secu r e 
th em for us in addition t o the extrac t f rom t h e deceased '· s 
f amily cen su s r egiste r .• 

( 2) The origi nal Wi ll of t he decea sed i n J panese. I n 
view of r epresentation s made by t h e wi do tha t the ~ill 
i s not a p rope r l egal document acco rding t o t he laws ot 
J apan, the r e should not be any ob j ecti on to r eleasi ng it 
for f i ling wi th the i nsur:-an ce company, a s it my be 
es s en t i al to meet t he r equ i r ements of t h e I, ri t i sh Columbia 
r n su r-ance Act .. 

( 3) A decla ra tion of the vidow a s to the a ssured ts 
pl ac e of domicil e a t t he t i me of hi s de~t h . 

D. J. Sincl a ir., 
For Assistant Deputy Custodi an 
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THE HE AD O F FI CE O F THE 

SUN LIFE AS SURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 

MONTREAL 

January 12, 1950. 

Mr. KoW. Wright, 
Chief Counsel, 
Office of the Custodian, 
Department of the Secretary of State, 
Victoria Bldg., 
7 O'Connor St., 
Ottawa, Onto 

Dear Sir: 

Re: Sukezaemon Kitamura (Deceased) 
Your File No. 17748 
Our Policies 676,524/5 & 869,760 

0 J .I' . '!'.. ~.)}' , t ' ·'l 
(..l)j H JOL~ ,'i 

R E P ~~ ~ t.' ::J. 

This will acknowledge your letter of January 6th enclosing 
certain documents concerning the title to the proceeds of these policies. 
Those together with t he documents previously presented for consideration 
have now been reviewed. 

If we were free t o remit the proceeds of the policies direct to 
the parties apparently ent itled it is likely from the documents before us 
that we would pay on receipt of a discharge from t he widow and her son 
jointly. The circumstances under which we have to consider payment, 
however, are somewhat different6 The pr oceeds are to be turned over to 
the Custodian t o be held pending the terms of a Tr eaty of Peace with 
Japan. It may transpire that the funds will at some future date be 
returned to the Company for settlement. Looking to that eventuality 
we must be prepared to determine Jar the ·future the rights of claimants 
to the proceeds. 

The deceased left a Will in which he endeavoured to name his 
first born son Eitaro Kitamura as the only rightful heir to his insurance. 
The letter in Japanese from the deceased 1s widow together with the 
translation attached t o your letter of January 6th indicates that the Will 

, is not a legal document according to the laws of Japan. Our policies, 
however, were taken out in Vancouver. Any remote possibility that the . 

·policy proceeds wil l be returned to the Company fo r final distribution 
predetermines the necessity to have the Will available for produc t ion 
at all times since we understand that the Insurance Act of British 
Columbia would give the tenns of the Will some significance. Under the 
circumstances we would request that the original Will be secured for 
our file. If the Will has no legal status i n Japan we are sure that 
Mrs. Kitamura will be willing to have it filed with us. It need not be 
translated as we have our own facilities for obtaining translations. 

We are reluctant to consider turning over the proceeds of the 
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Mr .. K.W. Wright 

SUN L I FE ASSUR A NCE COMPANY 

OF C ANA D A 

January 12, 1950. 

policies to the Custodian until the original Will is in our hands. In 
any event we have not yet received any original document certifying 
to the death of the assured. With your letter of April 12, 1949 you 
enclosed simple translations of statements in Japan by two medical 
doctors certifying to that event. In our reply of April 20th we 
pointed out that the copies were unsuitable for the purpose of providing 
satisfactory -proof of death. We prefer a Death Certificate taken from _,, 
the usual Death Register and certified by the proper authorities at the 
place of issue. We understand an extract taken from the Family Census 
Register of a deceased person certified by the ¥.iayor of the locality 
where the register is kept is generally considered in Japan a satisfactory 
Death Certificate.. Perhaps it would be possible to get such an extract 
for us. We did suggest that the original statements by the two medical 
doctors certifying to the assured's death might be with the Undersecretary 
of State for External Affairs. In that case it is presumed they can 
be secured without difficulty. Even though an extract from the deceased's 
Family Census Register is eventually secured we would appreciate having 

· the original of the statements by the two medical doctors certifying to the 
death. 

We would remind you of our letter of May 11, 1948 wherein we 
discussed the question of the application of the Dominion of Canada and 
British Columbia Province Succession Duty Act. The policies seem to have 
been produced by the deceased 1s widow in Japan. That fact might be taken 
to indicate that it is not necessary to consider the British Columbia 
Act. However, to give us a basis for considering payment without releases 
from either the British Columbia or Dominion authorities it should be 
established that the assured was legally domiciled out of Canada at the 
time of his death. We suggest that this evidence of domicile might be 
by means of a declaration by the widow in which she sets forth such facts 
as are believed determine th~fc{omicile of the assured in Japan. 

" 
As requested in your letter of January 6th we return the original 

letter in Japanese from Mrs. Kitamura and its translation. An extra 
copy of this letter is enclosed in case it may be convenient to you. 

JG/GF 
Encl. 

Yours very truly, 

~~ 
Spe~ 
Claims Department 
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Mr. K. W. ~ right, 
Chi f Counsel, 

SUN LIFE. ASSURANCE. COMPANY OF CANADA 
HEAD OFFICE: MONTREAL 

COPY 

January 12, 19SO. 

Office of the Custodian., 
D partment of the Seer tary of State , 
Victoria Bldg., 
7 O'Connor St., 
Ottawa, Ont. 

Dear Sir: 

Re: SUkeza.amon Kitamura (Deceased) 
Your File No . 17748 
Our Policies 6Z6 1524/5 & 869 1 760 

This will acknowledge your letter of January 6th enclosing 
certain documents concerning the title to the proceeds of thes poHcies . 
Those together with the doQument previously presented for consideration 
have now been reviewed. 

Ii we were free to remit the proceeds of the policies direct to 
the parties apparently entitled it i likely from the documents before us 
that we would pay on receipt of a discharge from the widow and her son 
jointly. The circumstances under which we have to consider payment, 
however, are somewhat different. The proceeds are to be turned over to 
the Custodian to be he·ld pending the terms of a Treaty of Peace wit h 
Japan. It may transpire that the funds will at. some future date be 
returned to the Company for s ttlement. Looking to that eventuality 
we must b · prepared to determine Jar the future the rights of claimant s 
to the proceeds. 

The deceased left a Will in which he endeavoured to name his 
first born son Eitaro Kitamura as the only rightful heir to his insure.nee . 
The letter in Japanese from the deceased 1s widow together "11.th the 
translation attached to your letter of January 6th indicates that the Wil l 
is not a legal doewnent according to the laws of Japan. Our policies, 
however, w re taken out in Vancouver. Any remote possibility that the 
policy proeeeds will be returned to the Company for final distribution 
predetermin s the nece,~ty to have the Will available for production 
at all time since we und rstand that the Insurance Act of British 
Columbia would give th terms of the Will some significance . Under the 
circumstance w .would request that the original Will be secured for 
our fil • If the Will has no legal status in Japan we are sure that 
Mrs. Kit8ll1Ur will be willing to have it filed ld.th ue. It need not b 
translated a w hav our own facilities for obtaining translation . 

e are reluctant to consider turning over the prooe de ot the 
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policie to the Custodian until th original. ill is in our hands. In 
ny event ve hav not yet received any original document certifying 

to the death of the assured. With your letter of April 12, 1949 you 
nclosed t:li ple translations of stat ents in Jap by. two medical 

doctors certifying to th t event. In our reply of April 20th we ' 
pointed out th.o.t the copies were unsuitable for the purpose of providing 
eatisf ctory proof of death. We prefer a Death Certificat · taken fro 
the usual Death Register and certified by the proper authorities at th 
plae of issue. We understand n extract taken from the Family Census 
Rogist r of a dooeased person certified by the Mayor of the locality 
wher the register is kept ie generally coh~idered in Japan a satisfaet~ry 
D ath Certificate. Perhaps it would be possible to get s~cij an extract 
for us. We did suggest that the original stat~ments by the two .medical 
doctors certifying to the assured's death might be with the Underseoretary 
of St ·t.e for External Affairs. .In that case it is presumed· they can 
be secured without difficulty. Even though an extract from the dee a ed ' e 
Family Census Register is eventually secured we would appreciate having 
the original of the statemen~ by the tw edical doctors certifying to th 
death. 

We would remind you of our 1 tter o! May 11, 1948 wherein we 
discussed the question of the application of the Dominion of Canada and 
British Columbia Province Succession Duty Act~· The policies seem to have 
b en produced by the deceaoed's widow in Japan. ~at fact might be taken 
to indicate that it is not necessary to consider tne British Columbia 

·Act . However, to give us a oasis for considering paym~nt without releases 
from either the British Columbia or.Dominion authorities it should be 

stablished that the assured was legally domiciled out of Cana~a at the 
time of his death. We suggest that this evidence of domicile might be 
by eans of a declaration b~e \of.i.dow in which she sets forth suoh facts 
a are believed determine t e.JI omicile of the asoured in Japan. · . 

s requested in your letter of January 6th we return the original 
letter in Japanese from Mrs . Kitamura and it5 translation . An extra 
copy ot thie letter is enclosed in case i~ may be convenient to you. 

Yours v ry truly., 

~~ 
Specilil Section, 
Claims Depart&ent 
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No. 51, Negasone-Machi, 
Hikone City, Shiga Prefecture 
l December, 1949 

Mr. E. H. Norman 
Head of the Canadian 
Liaison Mission in Japan 

Dear Sir: 

In a ccordance with your instructions in your 

J letter, dat ed 12 November, 1949, I he ve been to the District Court 

here to have my late husbend.'s will duly authorised in conformity 

with perti nent laws and customs. 

However, it is provided i ~ rticle 1,068 of the 

Japanese Civil Law, effecti ve at the time of the drafting of the 

will, as follows : • 

"A holograph will shall not constitute a 

leg 1 testament unless the date and the will proper 

in toto are in the testator's own handwriting, and 

unless his signature and seal are affixed thereto. 

Insertions, deletions, and any other alterations made 

therein s·hall be null and void unless the testator 

himself indicates the places where he wishes to alter, 

appends notes stating under signature that such and 

such alterations have been made , and affixes his seals 

to the places he has altered." 

In view of these provisions, the District 

court finds it impossible to acknowledge as valid the draft will 
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(purposery referred to as a draft) in question, in the 

absence of the testator's seal, of his indications as to the 

places he wished to alter, of appendant notes stating under 

signature that such and such alterations had been made, and 

of his seals in the places he had altered. 

Under these circumstances, I have to withdraw 

the will I enclosed in my last letter along with the Claim 

for the insurance money. Accordingly, KIT.AMORA Kiku, ...,.....; s 

origi na lly indicated, remains the beneficiary under the policy. 

As to the ma nner of depositing the money so 

received, however, I shall appreciate it very much if you woulq 

kindly make it a joint account or KITAMURA Kiku and KITAMURA 

Eitero, her eldest son, so that when entrusted by Kiku, Eitaro 

would naturally be able to enjoy full rights,as well es to fulfil 

his obligations,concerning the deposit. 

I, therefore, should like to make the 

fxzmz following corrections on the Claim: 

®-@ should read: "No wi 11 was made." 

·® should be deleted. 

@ should read: "To be made a joint account of 

KITAMURA Kiku end her eldest son, KI TAMURA Eitaro." 
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Expressing my deep regret for having caused you 

so much trouble, and thanking you in advance, 

Yours sincerely, 

KITAMURA Kiku 



17748 

V cto~iu SL;. , 7 01 Conn r S •1 

Ott.a'f.':i, vr.ts:-io 
J - U:l'!7 6th, 1950 

TO: The ·-ndcr-S cretccy of St&te for Ex ernal Affairs, 
t .. n. .e. 

RE: E~tat , of 'mke ~aemo Ki tamura - Your File 27- VU- 40 

Attention : Mr . B. G. Si vertz 

We have for acknor~l edgmen t your co:rununieation of the 
.3rd inste.nt , ,ith enclosures , and r, sh to adviso that this teria.l has 
been fo-r ;arded t o t-ho .._ un r1· f p "Ul' nee Con nn~ of C 1nd , l treal. 

Up n receipt of th ir r-lply, T-'A iii.11 co. unicate . itb you 
further. 

K /JF 

K. ": . • GH'f 
CHI COUNSEL 

-
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J. Gil: in, Es:~ ., 

Victor ·a Bldg , 7 O• Conn(H' St. , 
Otta , Ont°ht'i o 
J anu3.ry 6th, 1950 

Special Section, Claims Department, 
Sun r,· fe A .... ra. ce Company of Canada, 
&e6.-:. Offi-=e, 
1 ontreal, Quebec 

Ra : eoukezam.cm Ki ta.muz,a , Deceased , 
Your Policies 676 ,524/5 and 869 ,760 

Dear Ir . Gilpin: 

Further to our communication of November 19, 1949, ~e enclose 
here ith copy of D3spa.t,ch fJo . 651 from the Canadian Liaison fi ssion in 
Tokyo, together with the J apanese original and translation of a letter , 
dated ce ber 1st, 1949, addressed to the Canadian Liai son •is ion by the 
widow of the deceased. 

ill you kindly make photostat copies of the letter received 
from rs. Kitamura. and return the original and transl ation to this office . 

K /JF 
Encl . 

r,e ould also appreciate receiving your comments herein . 

Yours very t ruly , 

K. • !RIGHT 
CHIEF COUNSEL 



.. 
REPLY TO BE ADDRESSED TO: 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CANADA 

THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA 

Your File 17748 . 
our File: G7-VU-4U 

Ottawa, January 3, 19bU. 

The Chief Counsel, 
Oi'fice or the custodian, 

Secretary or State Department, 
Ottawa. 

I rerer to your letter or November 
1~, 194g, concerning the estate of Sukezaemon 
Kitamura. 

I enclose a copy of despatch No. 651 
or December 15, 1949, from the Liaison Mission 
in Tokyo and the Japanese original and the trans
lation of a letter which the mission have received 
from Mrs. Kiku Kitamura. 

You will note that the mission have 
asked what rurther action the Sun Life Assurance 
Company would wish to take in view of the contents 
or the attached letter. I should be grateful 
for your comments on this matter. 

6,i~ 
flf'-'(A.D •• Heeney) 

Under-S cretary of State 
for External Affairs. 
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December 15, 1949. 

NO. 651 

Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to your 
despatch No . 770 of September 24, 1949, and to 
previous correspondence concerning the estate of 
the late Sukezaemon KITAMURA . 

2. In accordance with your request we 
have been trying to obtain a copy of the original 

111 in Japanese, certified as a correct copy of 
the original in accordance 1 .. 1 th the usual lo. ts and 
custom of Japan. In this connectfon I am attachlng 
the Japanese original and our translation of a letter 
dated December 1st, 1949, which we have received 
from the idow of the deceased, Mrs. Kiku KITAMURA . 

3. It ·is my understanding that the records 
of the Sun Life Assurance Company indicate that the 
widow is the person nominated to receive the policy 
proceeds on Mr. Kitamura's death. In view of the 
possibility that Mr . Kitamura during his lifetime · 
made a change in his nomination by Will, we were first 
to determine if the deceased left a Will and then, 
if so, to obtain a certified copy of it . 

4. From the attached letter it would seem 
that Mr .' Kitamura did not leave a Will valid accord-
ing to Japanese Law, and, therefore, the translated 
excerpt from his "Will" which we attached to our despatch 
No. 227 of April 8, 1949, would have no significance in 
Japanese Laiv. 

5. I should appreciate it if you ·would inf-orm 
me what further action the Sun Life Assurance Company 
would wish us to take in view of the contents of the 
attached letter . 

The Honourable, 

I have the honour to be, 

S1r, 

Your obedient servant, 

• 
Head of 

' · C GAUGH~if 
~ IE. H. Norman, 
Canadian Liaison Mission 

In Japan . 

The Secretary of State for External Affairs, 
Department of External Affairs, 

0 TT AW A, Canada. 
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Victoria Building, 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Ottijwa, Ontario. 

N,bvember 19th, 1949. 

TO: The Under-Secretary of Str.1,te for External Affairs, 
OTTAWA. 1 

RE: Sukezamon Kitamura (Deceased. Your File 27-VU-40 

With reference to your communication 
of the 24th September, 1949, we enclose copy of 
letter received from the Sun Life Assurance 
C.ompany of Canada, Montreal , under date of the 
16th instant. 

It would be appreciated if you would 
kindly write th~ Mission again for a report. 

Please accept our thanks for your co
operation. 

KWW/G 

K. w. Wright, 
Chief C'ounsel 
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Victoria Building, 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

November 19th, 1949. 

J • Gilpin, Esq.,, 
Special Section, 
Claims Department, 
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 
Montreal, P. Q. 

Dear Sir,-

Re: Sukez.amon Kitamura (Deceased) 
Our Policies N.os. 676,524/5 
and 869,760. 

We have for acknowledgment your 
communication of the 16th instant and wish to 
advise that under date of September 24th, 1949, 
was received from the Department of External 
Affairs, in part as follows: 

"This matter was referred to the 
Canadian Liaison Mission in Toky~ in 
May of t his year .. No reply has been 
received but I have today written to 
the Mission requesting a report on the 
present standing of this case. " 

We have again written for a report 
and upon receipt of their reply we will communn?
cate with you. 

KWW/G 

Yours very truly, 

K. W. Wright1 Chief C.ounseJ. • 



• TH E HEA D OF FI CE O F T H E 

SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 

MONTREAL 

Mr. K. ~'J . Wright, 
Chief Counsel, 
Office of the Custodian, 
Department of the Secretary of 
Victoria Building, 
7 O'Connor Street, 
OTTAWA, Ontario. 

Dear Sir: 

State, 

Re: Sukezamon Kitamura (Deceased) 
Your File No . 17748 
Our Policies Nos. 676,524/5 
and 869,760 

November 16, 1949. 

Will you kindly refer to our letter of May 5 and ad
vise us what progress, if any, has been made toward securing 
the copy of the deceased's Will in Japanese, certified to be a 
correct copy of the original Will in accor dance with the usual 
laws and customs of Japan. 

It is our desire to clear this claim off our books at 
the earliest opportunity. We consider it essential, however, to 
be reasonably certain concerning the title to the pr oceeds and 
whatever co - operation you can give us in t his r espect will be 
greatly appreciated . 

Yours very truly, 

JG:VH 

1· 

. 
" f 
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REPLY TO l!IE ADDRESSED TO : 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CANA.DA I A~a·g SY ,al,I 

I 
THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OITA.WA 

! 

Your F ile No. 17748 
Our File No. 27-VU-40 

Ott aw a, 
Sep tember 24, 19 49. 

r 
\ 

The Chief Counsel, 
Off ice of t he Cus todian, 

Departmen t of the Secretary of S tate, 
o t t a w a. 

I refer to y ou r letter of September 
22 concerning the estate of Sukezaemon KI'l'AMURA. 

/'This matter was referred to the 
Canadian Liaison Mission in Tokyo in May of thi s 
year. No repl y has been r e c e ived but I have today 
written to the Mission requesting a rep ort on 
the presen t standing of this cas / · 

Under-Se c re y of Sta te 
f or External Affairs. 



17748 
Victoria Building~ 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

September 22nd, 1949. 

TO: The Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs, 
Ottawa. 

RE: Sukezamon Kitamura, Dec'd - Your File No. 27-VU-40 

Attention : Mr. s. G. Siverts 

With reference to our communication 

of May 9th, 1949~ it would be appreciated 

if you would kindly let us have a report as 

to the present position of this matter. 

K fli/G 

K. W. Wright, 
Chief Counsel. 
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Victoria Bl·· g . , 7 O I Connor St . , 
ottav:a, Qnts._ io 
Jci.y 9t , 1949 

TO : The Under- Secreta~, of State for ~ternal Affa ' rs, 
-,. Ottav;a 

RE: Sukezamon Kitar.i ra, Dec 1d - Your File No . 27- VU- 40 

Attention: r. J . G. Si vertz 

'ith f urther referenoe to your co:!:'.t.".!Un· cetion of ·- he 20th 
ultimo, ·e er.close here .i~~ copy of letter received from the Sun Life 
Assurance Co~pany of Canada, dated 5th insta t. 

From this you .ill no e that tl o Sun Life ,, isb.es to obtain 
a copy of the origin -ill in J a a ese, cartifiea as a correct copy·. 

You ill ali:o note that, .... ere possible, they .. ould o.ppr0-
ciato receivin proper l eeulized documents . 

K !/JF 
Encl . 

Kindly let u s have your co men ts in re •a.rd to this matter. 

Yours very truly , 

K. W. WRIGHT 
COUNSEL TO THE CUSTODIAf 



• THE HEAD OFFICE OF THE 

SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 

MONTREAL 

May 5, 1949 • . 

r. K. W. Wright, 
Counsel to the Custodian, 
Department of the Secretary 
of State , 
Victoria Building, 
7 0' Connor St ., 
Ottawa, Ontario. 

Dear Sir: 

Re : Sukezamon Kitamura (Deceased) 
Your file No . 17748 
Our Policies Nos. 676,52li5 
and 869,760 

We wrote you on April 20th corrunenting on the enclosures 
sent with your letter of April 12th. We believe your letter of 
April 22nd with enclosures was released to us before our letter of 
April 20th reached you and while we think our previous letter will 
have stated the situation as we see it to your satisfaction it is 
probably wise for us to conunent on the enclosures with your memo 
of April 22nd. 

We are very glad to have the claimant's statement com
pleted by Kiku Kitamura who is shown on our records to be the wife 
of the deceased and beneficiary for the proceeds arising through 
the policyholder's death. Mrs. Kitamura states that she claims 
the amount due as beneficiary under the policy. On the other hand, 
a translated excerpt from the deceased 1 s Will apparently written in 
Japanese in his own hand on May 20, 1940 indicates the deceased has 
designat ed his first born son Eitaro Kitamura as the only rightful 
heir to all his estate and furthermore is the only rightful heir to 
the insurances to be paid by "Sun" and ''Meiji" Insurance Company. 
This designation of the son Eitaro raises in our minds the question 
of the correct title to the death claim proceeds. If we were deal
ing with the claimant direct in this case we beli~ve we would find 
it advisable to draw both the original beneficiary and the son into 
the Discharge. Furthermore we wish to have our claim and the right 
of the son to participate in the Discharge of the proceeds to be 
identified by more than the simple designation "Sun" which tit£ trans
lation of the Will indicates i s the only identification. As a pre
liminary however, it would suffice to have a copy of the original 
Will in Japanese, submitted, certified as a correct copy of the 
original in accordance with the usual laws and custom of Japan. 

It is. noted that the Canadian Liai son Missi on i n Japan i s 

(over) 



-2- • having great difficulty in obtaining information in such a case as 
this in Japan. Realizing that we endeavour to view all such claims 
where the policy payees are in Japan in the most considerate manner. 
On the other hand we are sure you real ize our position and that pro
per legalized do cuments particula rly in connection with title will 
be procured it at all possible. 

JG/LMI 

Yours very truly, 

Speci al Section, 
Claims Department. 
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La.al· eet i on 
ic- ;uc 

Vic .. ori& B ildi " 11 
7 OtCon.nor street , 
Ottawa, On.ta io .. 

Ap . 1 22 1949 . 

,~. v. ' :ie Ur~uor-secrevary- of St a te for External 
Affairs, Otta.t a •. 

::"'E : C!1,.1keZc .... cmon ~::. T.Flfil'UI'a , d c • d 
Your l:'J.~.t; L? -~ VU- 4.0 

: heve for r.i.ckno 1ledgoent yo , • eom-

mun oa ion "'J. · e 0th ill.;,\. ·11 t., '!.1 th enclo" 1:, .s, 

::i.G.d n h to ·thank ou for .row:: co-operation in 

thi a t tel'. 

K .. 1. . I GIIP , 
Counsel to the Custodian. 
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1,eg"\l Sc tion 

Victoria Buil di ng • 
7 O 1onno= ~treo ,, 
Ottawa , Ont 1· · • 

April 22 , 1949 . 
Krn"/MC 

'J" . Gilpin ,t Esq. t 
Spcei ~ ~eotion , ~1 ims epar ent. 
St n Li _ Aas 1r ee Com a.ny of Can da, 
U, .. ad Of:t'ioe, 

o.ntreal, nu • 

Re : Sukeza emon Kitmnura, deo'd 
our P ol i ies 676.~ ./5 - 8 9f?60 

·,, Dear Sir: 

\' itb. ref r nee to our oo n i .at~.on 
or t ho 12t h ins ta ,, t, ~· a · elose be1· -, i th, for your 
i.nfor..x;.- t i.o.~ , c T! of lr&t,ter r A1eived fr the 
Dep rtment o~ Ext _n Affairs unde date of 20th 
inst nt~ together ith co_ios of enclos i.res • 

Encls. 

. m.U"s veri truly, 

K. r:.. right, 
Counsel to the Custodian. 



• THE HE A D OFFICE OF THE 

SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 

MONTREAL 

Mr. K . • Wright , 

April 20, 
I 

Counsel to the Cus t odian, 
Department of the Secretary of Stat e, 
Victoria Bldg., 
7 O'Connor Street, 
Ottawa, Ont. 

Dear Mr. Wri ght: 
Re: Sukezamon Kitamura (Deceased) 

Your File No. 17748 
Our Policy 676 ,524/5 and 869,760 

Your letter of April 12th with enclosures and the above
numbered policies have reached us under registered cover. 

Part of the enclosures to your letter comprise simple trans
l ations of statements in Japanese by two medical doctors certifying to 
the death of the assured . Such copies are unsuitable for the purpose 
of providing satisfactory proofs of deat h to allow the Company to admit 
liability fo r the proceeds payabl e on the assured's death. As a gener al 
rul e , we prefer a Death Certificate taken from the usual Death Register 
and cer t i fi ed by the pr oper authority at the place of issue , In any 
event, we have always maint ained tha t we require original documents 
aut henticated according to law and the customs in their country of or i gin. 
You will realize that our concern is to have documents which will give 
legal substantiat ion to any liability we admit and will satisfy any audit 
of our file. 

In reading over t he letter addr essed to you by the Under- Secret ary 
of St ate for External Affai r s, it is not clear just what document s wer e f or
warded by the Canadian Lia i son Mi ssion in Tokyo. If the original documents 

Jrom which the t r ansl a tions bef ore us wer e t aken are now in the hands of the 
Under-Secr etary of State for Exter nal Affairs , we pre sume it would be pos.s ible 
for you to secure them without difficulty and on r ecei pt here we would be 
willing to consider admit ting our liability . If , however , t his is not the 
case you may perhaps wish to make repr esentations to the Company to consider 
this claim on the basis of t he evidence of death now before us . 

It is noted t hat the Canadian Liai son Mi ssion has confinned from 
the deceased 1s Family Census Register t hat his birth date is re corded as 
Febr uary 21, 1889. Thi s agrees with our information in that respect and 

e are willing to consider the age as stated by the pol i cyholder in the 
wolicy to be corr ect al though here again an extract in J apanese from the 
famil y Census Register.cer t ified according t o law and custom i n Japan 
would normally be requi red. 

JG/EI 

Your sa er . ruly1 
I _..., 

Speci aye- ion , 
Claims Departmento 



• 
REPLY TO BE ADDRESSED TO: 

EXTERNAL AF'FAlRS 
CAN.JI.DA. 

THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA 

Yo u r File No. 17748 
(Le gal Section) 

Our File No. 27-VU-4U 

Ott aw a, 
April 20, 1949 . 

K.~ . Wright, ~ s quire, 
Counsel to t he Custodian, 

Department of the Secretary of 
o t t a w a. 

' ·,,AIIIS •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 'l 
State., .,~i\1111.>-t 1 ••••• •• ••• , , 

. • ·w al' ' ll'I LI . ' --,.- - - ' ·,~ 

I refer to the enclosed copy 
of d espatch No. 227 of April 8 , 1949, with 
enclosures, from the Canadian Lia i son Mission 
in Tokyo, and to my letter of Apri l 11, 1949, 
concerning the estate of the late Mr. Sukezaemon 
KITAMURA . 

If the documents are not sufficient 
for y our p urposes, I should be glad to transmit 
any further requests you ma y have for information 
to the Liaison Mission. 

r1. 
tary 
rnal 
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No. 227 

Sir, 

) 1- vu~" 
pUP\..lC~!.~ - -

April 8, 1949. 

I have the honour to refer to my desp atch No. 
211 of April 4, 1949 concerning the case of the l ate 
Mr. Kitamura Sukezaemon. 

2. In my despatch under reference I noted that it 
had not been possible at that time to obtain a completed 
Claimant ' s Form signed by Mrs. Ki t amura. I now enclose 
that form signed by Mrs. Kitamura; since , however, she 
said she could not appear at this ission the statement 
is not witnessed. The answers t o the questions have been 
translated in this office from the Japanese and can be 
regarded as co~rect in translation. I am enclosing in 
addition a translated excerpt from a will left by Mr. 
Kitamura Sukezaemon. Again this do cument has been 
sent to us and we can only confirm the translation of 
the material received by us. 

3. This whole case is representative of the difficul t
ies encountered in obtaining information of this t ype i n 
Japan and I trust you will appreciate that if difficulties 
occur in this and similar cases it is because of local 
circumstances and that every effort is made to deal with 
your requests as rapidly and as compl etely as possible . 
If the documentation is not sufficient I would be happy 
to make another atte14Pt to obtain what you wish. 

The Honourable 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

J. J. McCardlQ 
For E.H. Norman,. 

Head cf Canadian Liaison ission 
in Japan . 

The Secretary of St ate for External Affairs, 
Dep ~tment of External Affairs, 

0 TT AW A, Canada . 

\ ..,. 

I 



------ : .. --
,.._. (Translation from Japanese) 

Excerpt from my deceased father's will. 

I, Sukezaemon Kitamura, write this will of mine with 

my o~n hand at Hikone, Shiga-ken on May 20th, 1940. 

a. All my estate goes to my first-bor·n son, Eitaro 

Kitamu~a on my death; Eitaro is my only ·rightful 

heir to all my estate. 

b . however, if it is thought advisable to do this, 

about 10% of all my estate shall be bequeathed to 

my daughter Toshie; in addition to this she shall 

be given -a dwelling-house. 

c~ All the estate left by me, above-mentioned, shall 

be administered by my wife, Kiku, herself, taking 

counsel with anyone or ones she likes to to so with. 

d. y first-born son, ·Eitaro Ki tamura is the only 

rightful heir t o the insurances to be pa i d by 

11 Sun11 and ni, ei j 111 insurance companies. 

Signature by t he 
Decea sed himself. 
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• 
J.7748 

Legal Seoti.on 
, / C 

J. Gilpin,. Esq. , 

Victoria Buildin, 
7 o•·connor street. 
Ottawa., Ontario. 

April 12, 1949 . 

Special. Section, Claims Department, 
Sun Life ssuranoe Company of Canada; 
Head Office. 
ontreal,, Q.uebec .. 

Re: . Sukezaemon Kitamura, dee' d 
• Your Polioie-s 676 1 524/5 - 869 t.760 

Dear Sir: 

With reference to our communieation of 
! ay 27, 1948• e enclose her th, for your 
information, copy of 1 tter raee1ved from the 
Departmeo:t of External A.1' fe.ira under date of 
11th inst8.Jlt together ith copy ?f enclosure . 

Yours very tru.ly,. 

K. W.. ;r i ght • 
Counsel to the Custodian. 

Enels. 

I 

) 



• 
17'l48 

Legal Section 
Kl / C 

Victori a Buil.ding, 
·7 O''Connor street , 
Otta: , Ontario . 

April 12 , 1949 . 

REGIST ERF. D 

J . Gilpin, Esq •• 
Speoial Section1 Claims Department , 
Sun Life Assurano Company of Canada, 
Head Office , 
Montreal • Q.ue • 

Re : Sukezaemon Kitamura , dec ' d 
Your Policies 676 2524/6 - 869 1760 

Dear Sir: 

, 1th refere.noe to your communi
cat ion of ay 27, 1948, e enclose here\vith, tor 
your infomation,. copy of letter received from 
the D part ent of External Affairs under date of 
11th instant together iith copy of enclosures. 

We so enclose here ·th the 
three above n. ere policies. 

Enols .. 

Yours very truly, 

K •. t. , rigb. t, 
Counsel to the Custodian. 

--. 



• 
1·7748 

Legal Section 
Ki /MC 

TO: 

RE : 

Victoria Building, 
7 O' Connor Street , 
Otta ia , Ontari o . 

April 12 , 1949 . 

The Under- Secretary of St a te for Ext er nal 
Af'fai_ , Ottawa . 

Sukezaemon Kitamura 
Your File 27-VU-40 

We have for acknowl edgment your com

munication of the 11th instant with enclosure , 

for hioh ples.se ·acoept our thanks . 

K.. •. · ri g,b. t ., 
Counsel t o the Oustod ian . 



• 
REPLY TO BE ADDRESSED TO : 

THE UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE 
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 
CANADA 

REGI STERED MAIL 

Ottawa, Apri l 11, 
Your file 17748 (Legal 8ection) 
Our rile 27-VU-4:0 

5 

To: Mr. K . W. Wright, 
Counsel to t he Custodian, 

Department or t he Secretary of :::it ate, 
Victoria Bldg ., 7 O'Connor Street, 

0 t t a w a . 

I refer to my letter of March 00, 1949, 
and previous correspondence concerning t he estate 
of the late Mr. Sukezaemon Ki tamura. ~ 

A reply has been r eceived from t h e Canadian 
Liaison Mis sion in Tokyo, relating to the matters 
raised in your letter to me dated May 27, 1 948. In this 
connection, I enclose a translation of the death certiri
cate of Mr . Kit amura; a translation of a document n oting 
cause of death and ~un Life Assurance Policies Nos. 
809700, e76525 and 076524. 

You will note the de a t h certiricate gives the 
date of birth of Mr . Kitamura as February 21, 1889 and 
the Canadian Liaison Mission confirms tha t t he family 
census register also shows this same date. 

It has not yet been possible to obtain t h e 
completed claimant's form signed by Mrs. Ki tamura, the 
b enefici ary. 8he has promised to sena this rorm to the 
Liai::,on Missi on in the near futur e and I will r orwar d 
i t to you prompt l y on its arrival in the Department. 

Since contact wi th Mrs . Kitamura is uncertain, 
the above information is sent to you now as an interim 
reply to your letter under reference. 

ffil~ 
Under-Secr.eta:ry-=or' -s-e-a te 

for ~xte r nal Affairs. 
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l 

C O P Y 
TRANSLATION 

Name: Sukezaemon Kitamura, mal e, 53 years old. 

onset of -illness: Early January, 1937, 

Date of death: at 9.30 p.m. , 19th November, 1941. 

Location of dea t h: 57 Naga sone-cho, Hikone City, 

Kind of death: 

Cause of death : 

Shiga pref., Japan. 

Dea th caused by disease. 

Tuberculosis of lungs. 

This is certificated by Shigeichi Kawaki, M.D., 
c/o 50 Hon machi, 
Hikone City Hospi t al, 
Shiga pref. Japan. 

14th March, 1949. 



• 

.... 

CO PY 
TRANSLATION 

Name of the decea sed: 

sex: 

Date of birth: 

occupation: 

DEATH CERTIFICATE 

Sukezaemon Kitamura 

Mal e 

February 21st, 1889 . 

None. 

occupation of the head of the family: Nohe. 

Sort of death: Natural death. · .. 

Name of disease·: Saturation of lungs. 

Date of falling ill: Early in Janua r y , 1937. 

Date of death: 9.30 p.m., November 19th, 1941. 

Place pf dea th: #51 Naga sone-machi, 
Hikone-shi, Shiga-ken . . 

I hereby certify t he above statement to be true 
and correct in every detail. 

November 20th, 1941. Signed by-
Dr. Moichi Kawa ~aki 
Hikone Municipal Hospital, 
#50, Honcho, Hikone-shi. ' 

This is to certify t ha t t he above statement is 
true and correct: 

April 24th, 1942. 
Signed and soal affixed by 
Totaro Matsuyama, 
Mayor of Hikone-shi . 



R E P L Y T O B E A DDRESSED TO: 

THE UNDER-S ECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR EXT ERNAL AFFAIRS 

OTTAWA 

Your File No . 17748 
Legal Section . 

Our Fi l e No. 27-VU-40. 

~~.~™ .. ,,,,. 0 
9 • 

'•- . 

EXTERNAL AFFAlRS 
CA.NADA 

·o t t a w a., 
March 30., 1949. 

Mr. K . ijij . Wright., 
Counsel to the Custodian., 

Department of the Secretary of State, 
Victoria Building , 

7 O'Connor Street., 
Ott a w a. 

Dear Sir: 

I wish to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter dated March 29., 1949 asking if 
a report has been received concerning the 
estate of Sukezaemon Kitamura. 

No reply has been received from 
the Canadian Liaison Mission in Tokyo concerning 
this matter. I am sending a further despatch 
t o Tokyo., a copy of which is enclosed., asking 
f or a report of progress made. 

Yours sincerely., 

£. H. u.1.Llv.1.U U • 
.:t,.......,...! . - . 

Under-Secretary of State 
for External Affairs. 



' 
AIR IL 

o. ;.. 7'Y 

Sir, . 

O t t a , 
arch 3 , 1949 •. 

I ref r to y despat ches No . 1189 

of Dec b r 6 , 19 and o . 129 of February 

1949 co c r nin thee t te of Sukez eon 

ITA .. 

I hould be gr eful to kno 

ht progres has been made i n obtaining the 

information requested . 

I have the honour to be , 

Sir ., 

Your obedient servant , 

(Sgd ) E. H. Gilmour, 

for S cret ry or State 

E. .. Nor n ,. squire , 
C n dian Li i son ission, 

Tokyo ., Jpn. 

1'or ~;.Xt rnal Affai rs . 

I 



17748 
Leg.al section 

FJRW/ C 

TO: 

Victoria Bu.ilding, 
7 O' Connor Street, 
Ottawa , Onta rio. 

Maroh 29; 1949 . 

'!'he Acting Under-Secretary of State tor 
External Affairs, Ottawa. 

Sukszaemon Kit ura 
Sun Life Policy Nos .. 675,524; 6'76,525 and 

869,'760 

·. _ttontion: J. . O'Brien." 
·-·---- "' r ~ a .:., r -----~ 

With 1•ef'e.r13nee to our comm.uniaation of 
Deeember 11. 1948, l't u.ld be appreciated if 
you would kindl.y ad,rise it report has been · 
areceivad from the Canadiaa Liaison Mission in 
'rokyQ ill connection with this matter . 

K. • ITTUGHT, 
Oounsel to the Custodian, 



our i\e: 2?-VU- 40 

1r, 

0 t t 
D o 

, 

DEC J8 1948 
.... 1'811 • e e e • e •• •• • a • it 

tUNIFEtlT9. • • • • • •• • , • 

I ' 'l)IY ' PIL 

b r 1th, 1 a. 

Ir tr to my d sp toh 

No ~ 61 ot June 5th cone rni h 

t te of th l t uk za mon KIT RAo 

e. Th Ottio ot th Cu tod1 n 

is nxious to kno hether you h ve 

any h1ng turth r to report on this 

0 

ror 

I h ve th honour to b, 

~ir , 

Your ob dient serv nt 

J . W. O'BRIEN "' ,~ 
. w. o ·s RlE..... (!:I "°' 

ct1ng Ser ry ot St te 
for xternal Atf 1rs. 

\ 

Copy sent to the 
Office of the Custodian 

File 17748 Legal section 
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l.7748 
Lega1 Section 

1 C 

Victoria Building, 
7 O' Connor street, 
Otta , Ontario .-

Dao ber 11, 1948 0 

TO: 

RE : 

The Acting Under-Secretary of State tor 
External Af:f'e.irs,Ottawa . 

SUKezaemon Kitamura 
Sw1 Life Policy Nos ~ 678,524 , 6'76,525 and 

869 , ?60 . 

"Attention: J . w. O'Brien" 

1th further refe ence to our communi
cation of at 27, 1948, it uld be appreciated 
if you ould kindly advise if a report has been 
received from the Canadian Liaison ission in 
Tokyo in connection th thie mat · er . 

K. • lright, 
Counsel to the Custodian . 



Copy sent to the Custodian 
File: "(" 7748. 

A.IR t IL 

NO. i t .J 

Si r, 

2?-VU- 40 

OTTAW, .Tune 5, 1948. 

With reference to previous corres
pondence concerning the whereabouts in Japan of 
policy holders of the Sun Life Assurance Company 
of Canada, I enclose a copy of a letter dated ay 

--- 1 1 , together rith claim forms from the Company to 
the Counsel to the Custodian about r. Sukezaemon 
KITAMURA, now deceased. 

I 

The Company would appreciate it 
if you could get in touch with • itam.ura•s 
wife and have her complete the enclosed for.ms. 

E. H. Nor.man, Esq., 
Canadian Liaison ission, 

TOKYO, Japan. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 

tor Secretary of State 
for External Affairs. 



.-- -

Victor a Bldg., 7 O'Connor St. , 
Otta a , Ontario 

17748 ay 'Zl , 1948 

. . 

RE: 

The Under-Secretary of State for .External Affairs , 
Otta a 

Sukezae on KITAMURA, Dec ' d - Sun Life Policies 676, 524/5 
and . 869 ,.760 

In Jan ry, 1942, the Sun Life A suranee C pany of C da, 
ontreal., advised th1 office that the above named held the follo ng 

policie of insuranc : 

o. & Date of olicy Plan of Po ... !!:f.. ount B~eficiarv 

...---- 676,524 - Jun , 1, 1925 24-y ent 5,000.00 Kiku itamura. 

-
( ife.) 

~25 -~ .i:4-ya ~,ooo en.jiro litamur-a ·-
(brother ) 

69, 760 - April 1,1928 21- yaar endo t 10,000 .00 Kiku Ki ura 
(wife) 

insur is reportetl t"O have died in J apan on ovembor 19, 
1941, but to te e have be n unable to furni:;b th.e Insuranc. Col'.1 y 
with proofs of death of t.~e poliL-ybolder. 

For your f'urth r infor.!18.tion e enclose h r "1th copy of 
co nic tion received fro the Sun Life Assurance Coopany under dat& o 
11th in tant, together 1fi th Cla1l:l Forms hich are roauired by the Insurance 
Co pany. 

It ould b appr ciated if you oul d kindly reque t the Canadian 
Liaison s ion in Tolqo to 1n . sti ate this tter and endeaV""our to looat 
the nefictary, Kiku Ki ura, in order that the enclosed fom& may 
com.plet d . 

K /JF 
cl. 

Please ace pt our thanks for your eo-oper tion i thi atter . 

K. 
COUNSEL 

GHT 
TH! CUSTODI 



51281 

J. Gilpi, Esq ., 

Vio+oria Bl1g.> 7 O'Ccn •• cr ~t., 
Ott a ., Ontario 

ay 27, 1948 

Special Section, Clail:ls Department, 
Sun Life Assurance Co- y of Canada, 
H ad Offic~, 
ontreal., ebec 

De r r . Gilpin: 

Re.: 'Sukeza.emon Ki tamu.ra, Dec •d , 
Your Pol.icies 676 ,~24/5 - 8691760 

for aclmo i d ent your ccou:iu?11iea.tion of the 
closure • 

Cop1 s of this corN.·pond nee a being s t to th 
Departme.nt of ·torn l Affairs in o er th t this tter y 
invest! ated by the Canadian Liaison ission in Tokyo. 

Upon rec ipt of their report, te th 
you further . 

You very truly, 

• • IGHT 
COUNSEL 'ro 'nJ CUS'l'ODI 

K /JF 



• THE HEAD OFFICE OF THE 

SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 

MONTREAL 

Mr . "."IJ'; . V,right , 
Counsel to the Custodian , 
Department of the Secret a r y of St ate , 
Victoria l d .·., 
7 0 ' Connor .S t . , 
Ottm.a , Ont . 

Dear Sir : 

:.1ay 11 , 1948 . 

Re : ukezaemon Ki t aP.1ura Ldeceased ) 
Our Policies 676 , 524/5 - 869 , 760 

The death of this policyholder i n Japan was reported t o us i n 
November 1941 as hav ing occurred November 19 , 1941. The report came f r om 
t he deceased ' s brother, then resjdent i n Vancouver . It would appe r that no 
report of t hese policies has ever been l1i8de t o the Custodian , although 
our Office i n Vancouver di scussed t he posit i on with the Custodian ' s off i ce 
i n Vancouve r earl y t hi s year . To provi de the ne cessar y information to t he 
Cus todi an ~e , therefo re , enclose a Fo rm ' D' f or ea ch of t he polic i es concerned . 

'he brother who report ed the death in 1941 i s stil l in Cana.la , hi s 
address be ing : 

Pacif ic !remedy Store , 
587 Yon e St . , 

oronto , Ont . 

and he informs us the deceased ' s wi fe , 

51 ;agasone- C_ o 
h i kone- shi 
uhi gaken, Japan . 

.1rs . Ki ku Kitamura , is r esid i ng at: 
'-""' 

It would appear from our records ass ,ovm i n t he reports atta ched 
that 11rs . Ki ku l<~itamura , t he deceased ' s -w i fe , i s the person entitled to 
rece ive t ·1e proc eeds on t o.e policyholder ' s death . Because of t his it is 
probabl e that t he Custodian Viill , when t he Company is in a posj tion to :make 
payments , r equest settl emer-t . \ :e are , therefore , s etting before you what 
t he Company would normally r equire to ,::a1~e settlement of t he pro c(:; eds of t hes e 
policies. 

Proof of dea t h i n off i ci a l f orm is the f i rst requirement. Probably 
this had best be submitted i n the form of a Japanese Census Regi ster Gerti
f ica te . Generally sp eaking , t.ne Company tinds i t desirable to have s ubmi tt €d 

. ... . f·orins in addition t o t h e off icial evidence of death , supphmentary on 1 1;8 OVv c. • , · 
detai ls regar1ing t ne 1ecea~ed as sured and the f s ct of d eath . Blank cl a im 

t,,__ f I 



Policy 676, 524 etc. - Kitamura - 2 -

SUN L , F~ ASSURANCE COMPANY 

OF CANADA 

May 11, 1948 . 

forms are attached for ccmpletiorc if at al l possible . You ·will s ee t hese 
comprise a statement to b e compl eted by the attendi ng physician , a statement 
to be compl eted by the nomi nated beneficiary , t :ie ·widow, Ki ku Kitamura , and 
a c ertifica te of identity . 

The assured ' s age was not proved duri ng his lifetime and , t he re
f or e, evidence t hat the policies were is sued at t he correc t age will be 
required . It i s usual that the Cens us Register Certifi cates mention t he 
recorded date of birth of the person concerned and if so we think i t will 
cover our r equ irements . 

It mi ght be well to state that the claimant ' s statemen t i n the 
Company ' s cla im papers is required to establish t hat the person nomina ted to 
receive the proceeds of t he polici es at the policyholder ' s death is actually 
alive and to es t ablish t ha t any payment made to the Custodian will be on 
behalf of t hat person . 

While our records indica te that the deceased ' s wife is the person 
nominated to recei ve the policy pro ceeds on his death, there is always the 
possibility t hat the policyholder, during his lifetime , made a change in 
the nomination by ill . If i t i s determined that the decease~ left a Will, 
t hen we should be supplied with a properly certified copy . 

There is also i nvolved the question of the a pplication of the 
Dominion of Canada and British Columbi a Province Succession Duty Acts. 
Rel eases ·il l be required from the Authorities concerned before we shall be 
in a position to make settlement , unles s , of course, it can be established 
t hat the deceased was legally domic iled in Japan and i nsofa r as the British 

·columbia Act is concerned that the policies thems elves were physically located 
outside of Canada. Ve mention th i s particul a r poi nt because of t he fac t 
t hat the pol i cyholder appears to have been i n Japan since 1933. On the other 
hand , it wo uld appear from t he i nformation that we have t hat he 'il'Jas the owner 
of a S11;.all chain of drug stores i n British Col umbia. l. t would seem that the 
position in this respect i s one to be determi ned but i n the meantime we 
take the liberty of su _gesting that the Custodian will de cide to file the 
necessary i nformat ion required under t he Acts to obtain the requis i te Releases . 

Naturally, the polici es should be surrendered to t he Company . 
It i s assumed that they are available . .::ihould they not be available and 
pr ovi ded the Custodian is to receive payment of the proceeds , t hen we can 
revert to the unde rstand ing ~hich is al ready established with the Custodi an 
with respect to policies not available i'or s ur render . 

Two extra tissue copi es of this letter are sent to you for your 
convenience as you may wi sh to send one along with the claim papers 

(over) 
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and the other to your Vancouver off ice fo r t heir information. 

JG/ BM 
Encs. 

Yours very truly , 

-k' 
·pecia~ 

Cl a i ms Department. 

• 



.,. 
,, 

r . right, 
Couns 1 to t h Custod1 n , 
vepart m nt of tl1 oecr t ary of .... t te , 
"IJictoria ldg ., 
7 O '<.;onnor t>t ., 
Utt.a a , Ont . 

(:j r ir : 

Re: 

ay 11, 1 48 . 

h do t h of this olioyhold r in ap ·es r ported to us in 
41 o h vin(; ccur r d o ober 19, 194..1. ' he report c ·. from 

t Le ccea · rl '. broth r, th n r s1d nt in Voncouver . It •ould ap ar that no 
r port oft oc polic1 ho v r be n de tJ to ustodian, al~hou 
our Oftlce in Van ouver d scussE#d t e pos ition 1th t h Custodian' offic 
in ~ancouv r rly t 1is ye r. o pro\~l~ t hL r.ece s r infor ation to th 
uato 1 .n , t he ... fore, nclo o or... ' ' for ch of th. olic1 e cone rn d . 

addros 
'.t:he brothE.r ho 1 ortt.d t he death in 1941 i .,.till in Conn !o , i s 

eing : 

cifio • ::i .l:,r ... tor , 
58? on 
J.' ronto, 

nd he infor. th . if r . l i ku ... 1tu ure, ie r s1 ing at: 

It old 
t t 

rts tt ch d 
t1tl d to 
thi it ie 

e 

Proof of death in o f1o1 l fo 
b st b u itt d 1 the for 
Generall j spa.king~ t e Co 

on 1 0 1 for 1 eddlt1 n tot 

rob bly 

t ils re ardin th deceased assured an·l the 
ry 
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ot. rt yo r couv r o fie tion. 

ou ery truly, 



THE f'~TODIAN 
DEPAk-'fflNT OF THE · SECRETARY OF STATE 
VICTORIA BLDG., 7 O'CONNOR STREET 
OTTAWA , CANADA 

THE CUSTODIAN 
REGULATIONS RESPECTiNG 

TRADING -WITH THE ENEMY (1939) 

Ref . No . 
From the 

Policy No. 

Life Insured 

Owner - if third 
party insurance 

Beneficiarie s 

- N8lll.e 
Born 
Address 

- Nrone 
Address 

FORM "D" 

Particulars of Life Insurance Policies and Annui ty Contract~Life of an Enemy 

N.B . Separate forms should be used f or each P0 licy 
• " 11 or annuity contra ct for each enemy 

Date of 

676,524 Date of policy- (J.· fi' rst • e •, due date of 

Sukezaemon Kitamura 
Feb. 21/89 
Died in Japan Nov . 19/41 

1 . re gular premium) 
Plan of po icy-

sum Assured~ 

~~ 
.Amollnt 

~:: P])ay-able 
ates 

PremiUIJl -

- N8llle s Mrs. Kilru Kitamura 
Policy Loans (a\.lt ) Addres se s 51 Nagasone-Cho ,Hikone- shi,Shigaken,Japan. omatic or otherwise 

· s"ur: rj/e ; . AAl.surance 
• ' · Company of Canada 

May 1948 
Discovery. · • • · · • • 

June 1/25 

24 Year Endowment 

can .$5 , 000 . 

ot applicable. 

Nil 
Relationship to wife. 

Life Insured Approximate Cash ,r . $4 237 75 . d value if any · includi ng , • 
dividen s, after • ' 

Record of Current Ass i gnments 
(other than to company foP 
pol icy loan) 

_ give nrones and addres ses -

indebtedness deducting all policy 

Nature of Auto~at· 
Provision J.c Non-forfeiture 

Appr oxin'la~e Cane 11 
Automatic Non e ati on Date under 

-forfeiture 

Not applicable. 

l im proceeds 
Deatb c a N 19' 41. 

ble as at ov • " paya 

_§pecial Notes: Due to assured's residence in Japan without a corresponding change in preroiUin 'the liabiLity by reason of the assured's death 
is reduced to $4, 237.75 from $5, 000. 

The Cash Value ~uoted is the proceeds due by reason of the assured's death. 



TF'"" CUSTODIAN 
D~mF:NT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
VICTOR.IA BLDG •• 7 0' CONNOR STREET 
OTTAWA, CANADA 

THE CUSTODIAN 
REGULATIONS RESPECTING 

TRADING WITH THE E:NEMY ( 1939) 

FORM "D" 

· Ref• No. • ·~·Lit~ . ~§.surance 
From the• • · • Company of Canada 

May l?~• .. 
Date of Discovery •• • • 

Particulars of Life Insurance Policies and Annuity Contr~s o..n 11.·fe --= of an Enemy ---__;=-~----

Policy No. 

Life Insured 

Ooner - if third 
party insurance 

Beneficiaries 

- N0llle 
Born 
Address 

- N0llle 
I Address 

- Names 
Addresses 
Relationship to 

Life Insured 

Record of Current Assignments 
(other than to company for 
policy loan) 

- give names and addresses -

N. B. Separate forms should be used for e~.ch Policy 
or annuity contract for each "enemy 

676,525 

Sukezaernon Kitamura 
.l!'eb. 21/89 
Died in Japan Nov. 19/41 

Mrs • .K.iku Kitamura 
51 Nagasone-Cho,Hikone-shi Shigalcen Japan 
wife ' ' 

Date of P01:i.c,, 
J ( • f first J._.e., due date o 

plan of Policy regular premium) 

sum Assured ~ 

~~~ 
PremiU!ll - /\J:no~nt 

llaw 
l) Payable 

Qe Dates 

Policy Loa.11.s ( 
am:omatic or otherwise) 

Approximate Ca . 
d].·vidends sh Value if any including 

• af • ' · indebtedn.e ter deducting all policy 
Ss 

N~ture of ii.Qt 
Provision. 0~atic Non-forfeiture 

Approximate C 
Automatic ~ancellation Date under 

on-forfeiture 

June J./25 

24 year Endowment 

can.~s,ooo. 

No applicable. 

Nil 

$4,237.75 

Not applicable. 

· proceeds Death claim 19 , 41 
payable as at Nov. 'I 

Spe cial Notes: Du~ to assured's . residence in Japan without a corresponding change in prellli.'tln:t t 
is reduced to $4,237.75 . he 

the assured's death 
liability by reason of 

The Cash Value quoted is the proceeds due by reason of the assured' s death.. 



THF.a.USTODIAN 
DElWEMENT OF THE · SECRETARY OF STATE 
VICTORIA BLDG., 7 O'CONNOR STREET 
OTTAWA, CANADA 

THE CUSTODIAN 
REGULATIONS RESPECTING 

TRADING WITH THE ENEMY (1939) 

FORM "D" 

Ref. No. • • • • • 
From the. $Uil Life •. Assurance 

Company of Canada. 

May 1948 
Date of Discovery. • • .. • • • 

Particulars of Life Insurance Policies and Annuity Contrac~on Life of an Enemy . 

Policy No. 

Life Insured 

Owner - if third 
party insurance 

Beneficiaries 

- Name 
Born 
Address 

N0Ine 
Address 

Names 
Addresses 
Relationship to 

Life Insured 

Record of Current Assignments 
(other than to comp any fo~ 
policy loan) 

_ give names and addresses -

N.B. Separate fonns should be used for ea.ch P0 licy 
" " or annuity contract for each enemy 

869,760 

Sukezaemon Kitamura 
]eb. 21/89 
Died in Japan Nov. 19/41 

Date of Policy (i.e.r due date of first 
regular premium) 

Pllln of Policy 

sum Assured ~ -Premium - kn.aunt . 
Haw Payable 
Du.e Dates 

April 1/28 

21 Year Endowment 

can.$10,000 

Not. applicable •. 

Mrs. Xiku Kitamura 
51 m Policy Loans (a t . . ) Nil vvagasone-Cho, Hikone-shi,Shigaken,Japan u omatic or otherwise 

Approximate Cash Value if any including $9,362.15 
· ·dends • ' divi • after deducting all policy 

indebtedness 

Nature.a~ Auto~atic Non-forfeiture 
Provision 

Approximate Cancellation Date under 
Automatic no n-forfeiture 

Not applicable. 

Death clain1 proceeds 
payable as at Nov.19/41 

Special Notes: Due to assured's residence in Japan without a corresponding change in premt1.1.rn the 
is reduced to $9,362.15. f the assured's death liability by reason o 

Th~ Cash Value quoted is the proceeds due by reason of the aEsurad's deat4 . 
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THE CUSTODIAN 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE 
VICTORIA BLDG., 7 01 CONNOR STREET 
OTTAWA, CANADA 

THE CUSTODIAN 
REGULATIONS RESPECTI NG 

TRADING WITH THE ENEMY (1939) 

FORM "D" 

I 

) 
Ref'. No. . . . . . 
From the .Su.n .Life .As b.surance 

Company of Canada 

Date of Discovery.Jlillua:c~.194~ • 

Particulars of Life Insurance Policies and Annuity Contracts on Life of an Enemy 

N.B. Separate forms should be used for each policy 
or annuity contract for each "enemy. 11 

Policy No. 676,524 

Life Insured - Name Sukezaemon Kitamura 
February 21, 1889 

Owner - if third 
party insurance 

Beneficiaries 

Born 
Address 

Name 
Address 

- Names 

Reported to have died in Japan Nov. 19, 1941 

Nil 

Kiku ·Kitamura 
Addresses 
Relationship to Wife 

Life Insured 

Record of Current Assigmnents 
( other than to company for 
policy loan) 

Nil 

_ give names and addresses 

Proofs of death of the assured have not yet been furnished. 
The deceased's widow is presumed to be in Japan. 

Date of Policy (i.e. due date of first 
regular premium) 

Plan of Policy 
June 1, 1925 
24 year Endowment 

Sum Assured Xll.' 

:mroo:xm±x~ 
Can. 5,000 {net proceeds $ 5,000) 

Premium - Amount 
How Payable 
Due Dates 

Death Claim 

Policy Loans (automatic or otherwise ) Nil 

Approximate Ca.sh Value, if any, including 
dividends, after deducting all policy 
indebtedness 

Nature of Automatic Non-forfeiture 
Provision 

Approximate Cancellation Date under 
Automatic Non-forfeiture 

(i 
j 



\ 

THE CUSTODIAN THE CUSTODIAN 
REGULATIONS RESPECTING 

TRADING WITH THE ENEMY (1939) 

Ref. No. • • • • • 
DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETA."R.Y OF STATE 
VICTORIA BLDG., 7 O'CONNOR STREET 
OTTAWA, CANADA 

FORM "D" 

From the Sun Life. . Ail hsurance 
Company of Canada 

Date of Discovery • • January.1942 

Particulars of Life Insurance Policies and Annuity Contracts on Life of an Enemy 

N.B. Separate forms should be used for each policy 

Policy No. 676,525 

Life Insured - Name Sukezaemon Kitamura 
Born February 21, 1889 

or annuity contract for each "enemy. tr 

Date of Policy (i..e. due date of first 
regular premium) 

Plan of Policy 
June 1, 1925 
24 year Endowment 

AddressReported to have died in Japan, Nov. 19, 1941 Sum As sured :l1X 

:Amlmi::kxmximmit;J 
Cah .$ 5,000 (net proceeds $5,000) 

Owner - if third 
party insurance Name 

Beneficiaries 

Ag.dress 

- Names 
Addresses 
Relationship to 

Nil 

Kenjiro Kitamura ,...___ 

Life Insured Brother 

Record of Current Assignments 
( other than to company for 
policy loan) 

_ give names and addresses - There is on record an appropriation form signed 
by the assured and beneficiary dated Sept.2, 1925 
naming Mrs . Kiku Kitamura as appropriatee. 

~::.;;i;;..a_l_N_o_t_e_s: 
Proof$ of death of the assured have not yet been furnished. 

Premium - Amount 
How Payable 
Due Dates 

Death Claim 

Policy Loans (autmna.tic or otherwise) Nil 

Approximate Ce.sh Value, if any, including -
dividends, after deducting all policy 
indebtedness 

Nature of Automatic Non-forfeiture 
Provision 

Approximate Cancellation Date under 
Automatic Non-forfeiture 

,, The deceased's widow (the appropriatee) is presumed to be in Japan. 



THE CUSTODIAN 
DEPARTMENT OF TEE SECRETARY OF STATE 
VICTORIA BLDG., 7 O'CONNOR STREET 
OTTAWA, CANADA 

THE CUSTODIAN 
REGULATIONS RESPECTING 

TRADING WITH TF!E ENEMY (1939) 

Ref. No. • • • • • As 
From the • Su~ iife •• ~surance 

Company o-r Canada 
Date of Discovery. ~a~ll.c:17 ~9f2. 

Policy No. 869,760 

Life Insured 

FORM "D" 

Particulars of Life Insurance Policies and Annuity Contracts on Life of an Enemy 

N.B. Separate forms should be used for ea.ch policy 

Sukezaemon Kitamura 
February 21, 1889 

or annuity contract for each "enemy." 

Date of Policy (i.e. due date of first 
regular premium) 

Plan of Policy 21-year Endowment 

April 1, 1928 

- NaJ:ne 
Born 
Address Reported to have died in Japan Nov. 19, 1941 Sum Assured ep Can. lQ,000 (net pro~eeds $10,000) 

Owner - if third 
party insurance Name Nil 

Address 

Beneficiaries - Names Kiku Kitamura for son itaro Kitamura 
Addresses 
Relationship to 

Life Insured 

Record of Current Assignments 
( other than to company for 
policy loan) 

Wi f e 

_ give names and addresses There is on record an a ppropriation form signed 
by the assured dated February 16/33 naming Kik:u Ki t amura 
(wi f e) a s appropriates, 

Proofs of death of the assur ed have not 
The deceased 's widow (t he appropriatee) 

.A:m e-cmt- e :P .A:!ffi"tt:i:-t-y 

Premium - .Amount Death Claim 
How Payable 
Due Dates 

Policy Loans (automatic or otherwise) Nil 

Approximate Cash Value, if any, including 
dividends, after deducting all policy 
indebtedness 

Nature of Automatic Non-forfeiture 
Provision 

Approximate Cancellation Date under 
Automatic Non-forfeiture 

yet been f urni hed. 
is pre sumed t o be in 

ti"{ 
t I· .t 

Japan. 
.... 
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·SUN· LIFE ·AS SURAN CE· COMPANY· OF· CANADA· 
·HEAD· OFFICE : MONTREAL· 

VANCOUVER B R ANC H ROYAL B A N K B U I L D I NG, 
IN A LL C ORRESf:> O N O ENCE ADO U T POLI C I ES 

P L EASE REFER T O TH E IR NUMBER$ A . L . WRIGHT, C . L . U . , BR A NCH MANAG E R 

R . L A WSON , Bi=tANCH 5 ECAETARV 

Attention: Mr. C.H. Reed. 
Offiee of the Custodian , 
The Royal Bank Buil ding , 
Vancouver, B.C. 

V A N COUVER, B. C. 

I 1 

. . . 

676,524, 676,525, 869, 760 - Sukesaernon Kitamura - D/C 

Dear Sir: 

We ·are encl osing a copy of our letter of December 10th. vhen 
writing t o you we did not anticipate that you would be ab l e to give us any 
information r egardi ng the persons concerned. We would , however , appreciate 
knowing the result of your investigation. 

Yours f ai thfully, 

RL/MIB 
Enc. 1. 

Yours f aithfully, 

RL/ R, LA ON 
D CH SLCRI:.'TARY 

\ 



' 

·' a/41f~ .. 
~bGr 10, 1947. 

Office or the Custodian, 
Th Royal Bank Building, 
Vancouver, B. O. 

Policy Noo 676,524, 676, 525, 869,7(;/J 
Suk ITAl URA - D/0 · 

Dar Sira 

Thie is another ca e where the aaaured died in Japan, lat in 
1941, th exact date, according to the advice we r~oived, being NovC3lllber 
19th; the b neficiary Wlder the contracts boing the wit Kiku Kitamura 
ulao a resident of Japan at the time ot tho aseured ' e death . 

The policies were applied tor in 1925 and 1928 at which time the 
assured apparently was the owner ot e. drug store and tho address on our 
records b~ing )01 Powell Str et, Vancouver. 

According to word received from a l r . K. Kitamura on a letterhead 
of the Kitamura Bros. , 301 Powell Str et, Vancouver, his brother, our asoured, 
roturned to Japan 1n Karch, 1933. 

The ount involved in this case is consider· ble as the sum assured 
under the three contracts total 20,000 . 

iill you pleaoe ohock your fil s ani let us know whether you havo 
any inf or · tion on our assured or the broth r K. f.itamura . 

RL/ B 

/ 

Yours faithfully, 

R, LA ON ' 
DRANCH SECR1."TARY 

• 

' 
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r~---.7 ADIAN LIAISON MISSION 
~- TOKYCJ,--dAPA. 

:f7e:- -j t1 l{e z. a e mot] Kri a. rn u t- ((_ (pee) 

Enclosure to De spatch No . 237 

of ~pril 17th, 1950. 
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