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COMMISSION
INVESTIGATES
JAP CHARGES

By KENNETH C. CERAGG

a |

!

Ottawa, D 21 Investigation by

a four-member commission of com-

plaints by Japanese residenls that|

7 ¥ T |

ywrovisions made Ifor thelr .\‘-!Iu.n;
not as genérous as they have

to expect under establishe c||

ternational practices was an=

nounced today by Labor Minister

Mr. Mitchell, in announci
inquiryv, stated that, on the other
and, the Department of Labor has
eceived compmaints in British Co-
lumbia that the provisions made
are, if anvthing, too generous. “It
was decided,” said a department
statement, “that a careful inquiry

was Indicated as necessary to estab-
lish the facts of the case.”
According to spokesmen, Japa-
nese aliens who are maintained in
settlements in the interior of Brit-
ish Columbia undér the administra-
tion of the Labor Department, com-
plained to the Spanish Consul in
Canada, as representing their pro-
tective power,
| The manner in which the assets
of Japanese held under restraint
were disposed of, the quality of food
in the camps and the restrictive
nature of resettlement regulations
formed the basis of most of the

ng Lhe

| complaints.

Coming as they do, after this

Government and others have been
,'unablp to reach any satisfactory
lagreement with the Japanese Gov=

|ernment as to the care of their
{nationals, civilian and service, in

internment in Japanese-occupied |
territories, the complaints and refer-

lences 1o international practices have
|admittedly caused a stiffening of
|what might be termed resentment

in

official quarters.
It is fully expected that it will be

|aired in the coming session of Par-

lliament, especially from British Co-
lumbia members, who, since Pearl
| Harbor, have persistently opposed

any suggestion that the Japanese |

.laliens who were moved out of the
vulnerable coastal areas should be
returned after the war.

f

In appointing the Royal Commis-
Ision, the Government, it is undcr-|

[stood, believes it is taking a realistic|

lapproach to the problem. An_\'ihing!
they might do to improve the lot|

of Japanese nationals in Canada—|

that

is if it is proved that there is

need of improvement—might reflect

|

fto the advanage of Canadians in-|
terned or imprisoned by the Japa-
| { nese.
jpm:t

It might, but they don't ex-
it will, the Japanese attitude

| [being what it is.

On

the other hand, there is no

1
ldoubl that the Japanese Govern-

cuse

ment would accept the slightest ex-

to bring down reprisals on

Canadians who are in their power
and admittedly Canada is in no bar-
gaining position. The Japanese have

imora

Canadians in their power

that Carada cares about than the
Canadians have Japanese that Japan

jcares about,

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

194 Publication

There are about 25,000 Japanese
in Canada of whom more than a
quarter are Canadian-born and more
than 7,000 are naturalized citizens.

While in the European war zone

{Red Cross services to prisoners have
(been carried out in confirmity with
.ghv Geneva convention, the situation
in the Far East has been less satis-
| factory.

[ Japan signed but did not ratify
"I]m .G(-l‘.ev.n Prisoners of War Con-
(vention of 1929, although after en-
‘.tormg. the war she announced her
l‘.ll‘!lf‘r‘.flﬂn Lo respect its provisions.
This she has not done in practice.

The commission will comprise
Ihro?rn.r*n and a woman. The chair-
man is Dr. F. W. Jackson, Deputy

| Minister of Health and Public Wel-
fare for Manitoba. The other mem-
bers are Dr. G. F. Davidson of Ot-
tawa, executive secretary of the

Canadian Welfare Council; W. R.
_Bmm, administrator of social serv-|
ices for Vancouver, and Mrs Mal'}-"

Sutherland of Revelstoke, B.C. !

T —
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THE NATURALLY BORN CANADIANS OF JAPANESE ORIGIN
AND
THE NATURALIZED CANADIANS OF JAPANESE ORIGIN

SHOWETH

Whereas, under authority of the Defence of Canada
Regulations, it has been deemed necessary to evacuate
all persons of Japanese Origin, regardless of Canadian-
born Japanese, Naturalized Canadians or Japanese
Nationals (enemy aliens) ;

Whereas, some of the enemy aliens legally admitted

to Canada and ordinarily resident in Canada, so long
as they peacefully pursue their ordinary avocations,
are allowed to continue to enjoy the protection of

the law and are accorded the respect and consideration
to remain in Defence Zones ;

And whereas, the Naturally-born Canadians of Japanese
origin and the Naturalized Canadians of Japanese
origin have been treated as enemy aliens together
with Japanese Nationals, and have been restricted

in all activities and movements, occupationally or
otherwise;

And finally, by virtue of the power conferred to the
custodian, compulsory liquidation of our homes and
properties which had been vested to the Custodian as
a Protective Measure, are now on sale in similar
manner in which the fishing boats and motor vehicles
have been auctioned;

And whereas, the Naturally-born Canadians of Japanese
Oorigin and Naturalized Canadians of Japanese Ancestry
are affected by the recent order of the National
Selective Service Board covering single men from 18
yeare to 55 years of age inclusive; and this order
has been stipulated and restricted in such a manner
so that the persons affected by the above mentioned
order cannot be placed in any occupation in the
Province of British Célumbia;

Therefore, your humble petitioners respectfully

request on what grounds and what reasons, the Govern-
ment has taken such discriminatory actions as those
mentioned above against the citizens of Japanese
Ancestry; and furthermore, pray for clarification of our
status as citizens in the Dominion of Canada, and

until such time, defer the application of the ruling

of the Selective Service Board t6 the citizens of
Japanese Origin;

We humbly thank you for your attention.

Respectfully yours,

op -G -FIFE

The naturally born Canadians of Japanese Origin
and
The naturalized Canadians of Japanese QOrigin

of Lemon Creek.
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MEMORANDUM FOR THE UNDER SECRETARY: v% §§§

Treatment of Persons of Japanese
Raclal Origin in Canada.

\
1l - I have read the attached copy of a minute
of a meeting held in the Department of External
ArTfairs on June 30, 1943 at which various questions
relating to the treatment of persons of Japanese
origin in Canada were considered.

L ]

2 - The American and Far Eastern Division was

not invited to send a representative to the meeting

and no person connected with the Division received

any indication that such a meeting was to be held.

This is the second time within recent months that this
subject has come up and has been handled without any
reference to this Division in spite of the fact that

it is a matter in which thi& Division is vitally
interested. I have shown you a copy of the memorandum
which I addressed to Mr. Wrong on the first occasion on
which this happened. I have shown you also Mr. Wrong's
reply. Now that the matter has come up again I suggest
that a note from the Under Secretary to the Chiefs of
the Legal Division and the European Division, indicating
that matters of policy relating to OPientals in Canada
are not to be settled without discussion with the
American and Far Eastern Division, would be appropriate.

3 = With regard to the views expressed at the
meeting of June 30, I have only the usual comments to
make. They are:

(a) that apparently no distinetion what-
ever was drawn between Japanese
nationals and Canadian nationals;

(b) that the arguments used to justify
the policy of forced sale of Japanese
assets are partial and misleading.
Insofar as they are statements of
Tfact they could be used to support
the view that a policy of "liquidation
with consent" would be successful;

oo - 9 - A



(e) that the policy on relief is un-
Justifiable on any basis of
decency or humanity ,—®nless it
is assumed that all Japanese can

obtain work if they want it, Any
such assumption would be unjustified

in the circumstances.

These points have all been made before and I do not
anticipate that any more attention will be paid to
I

them now than has been the case in the past.
feel very strongly, however, that the Department of
External Affairs should not be put in a position of
acquiescing in such policies without first making

it clear that their character is understood and that
the reasons for their adoption by other departments

of the Government are recognized.




A ention - Mr. G.W. McPherson
q]‘.\i‘-r "XT“‘.'*.’I“(‘ fr\v-_t“rl—)l O!!l"d - ‘ r. 'Llrk
ommissioner of Immigration - Attn. Mr. J

Asst. Deputy Custodian of Enemy Property
'
!

e il g

Hearndon

Mines & Resources -
Attention - Mr. J.M. Wardle
) 19«
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AWA, June 25th, 19¢

Dear Mr, McPhail,

May lI,im fonfirmation of telephone conversati
request your attendance at a meeting of the Interdepartmental
Committee on the Protection of Can:zdian Nationals in Enemy
Occupied Territories. This meeting will be held at a time
Week.wiich, before you recelve this ietter, will have been ar-
fanged by telephone. There are a number of matters concerning
relief for Casnsdians 1in enemy territories which, if there is time

next

11 be brought up at the ”C(tiui, The main purpose, however,
;s to discuss several Japanese questilons,

Foremost among these is the disposal of the
yroperty of the Japanese, real and personal., Related sut jects
are the desirability of giving the Japanese licenses to \n.cra se
property; the desirability of obliging the Japanese to exhaust ti
own funds before being allowed to receive relicf; poliey toward
nemployed Japanese; compulsory employment of Japanese; and

compulsory evacuation of Japanese from the villages. These are
all matters which have been considered and upon which in some

cases actlon has bDeen taken by Government Departments concerned.
It would appear, however, that they had never been considered
J.

nterdepartmentally from the }.'rCi_*ch'l oint of view having

in mind the interests of British people in the Far East. I am
venturing to invite the banlt”ext of Labour to send a representat
to this meeting and am also inviting 11. J.M, Wardle of the

Department of Mines & nesouxccs who is in charge of Japanese work-
camps in Canada,

I enclose a memorandum drawn up by an officer
of this Department on several of these subjects. It is meant
solely to acquaint those who come to the meeting with the sort
of subjeet which this Department would like to have discussed and
with our preliminary views (subject to change in the light
of the discussion) upon these matters.

Phail,Esq., : Yours sincerely,
rﬂt*on(ile°°51{)’ Under Secretary of State
O L E B W & » i‘OI‘ LXL\ l.[&».l I—J__fg\l-l-bt
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A. Ju‘:b t}'JiGu, I—du i e ,

May 1, in confirmation of teleplione con=

S, request your attendance at a meeting of the Inter-
departmental Commlittee on the Protection and Welfare of
Canadian Nationals in Enemy Occupied Territories. This meeting
will be held at a time next week which, before you receive this
letter, will have been arranged by telephone, There are a
number of matters concerning relief for Canadians in enemy
territories which, if there is time, will be brought up at the
meeting. The main purpose, however, is to discuss
Japanese questions,

velsavioll

several

Foremost among these 1s the disposal of the
property of the Japanese, real and personal, Related subjects are
the desirablility of giving the Japanese licenses to purchase
property; the desirability of obliging the Japanese to exhaust
their own funds before being allowed to receive relief; policy
toward unemployed Japanese; compulsory employment of Jopanese;

and compulsory evacuation of Japanese from the villages. These

are all matters which have been considered and upen whieh in

some cases actlion has been taken by Government Departments -
concerned., It would appear, however, that they hade cever been ~ i
considered interdepartmentally from the recinrocal point of view
having in mind the interests of British pecple in the Far East,
I am venturing to invite the Department of Labour to send
representative to this meetinug and am also
of the Department of Mines & Resources who
Japanese work-camps in Canada,

-

[}
iflVltiL,_', IL‘.I’. lJ .;ll;. ll‘\&rdle
is in charge of

I enclose a memorandum drawn up by an officer
of thils Department on several of these subjzcts, It is meant
solely to acquaint those who come to the meeting with the sort
of subject which thls Department would like to have di cussed and
with our preliminary views(s

subjcct Lo change in the light of the
discussion) upon these matters.
Yours sincerely,
Ass. Deputy Custodian,
2T % &% &

Under Secretary of State

for Xxternal ff"rgo



Dear Mr,. Wardle,
An interdepartmental meetling
will be held next week to consider several Japanese
questions which have an international bearing. The
date and place of this meeting will have bee: dis-
cussed with you before Jyou receive this letter.

enclosing a copy of
which I have written to the Deputy Minister of
Labour which will exp.aln the purpose of the meeting,
I am also enclosing the memorendum mentloned in that
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Yours sincerely,

Under Secretary of State
for External Affairs.

J.M. Wardle, 58qQ.,

Department of
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Ly June 25th, 19413,
Dear MI. jliK,

May I, in confirmation
request your attendance at a meeting of the
Committee on the "rotection of Cansdian Nati
Occupled Territories. This meeting will be

of telephone

Interdepartmenta 1
nals in Enemy

-

held at & time
next week which, before you receive this leLLcr, will have been
arranged by telephone., There are a number of matters concerning
relief for Can dians in enemy territories which, if there is time,
will be brought up at the meeting. The main
1S O discus S

Jurpose, however,
seéveral Japanese guest]

10118,

Foremost among

these is the disposal of the
roperty of the Japanese, real and personal, Helated subjects
re the desirability of dving the Japanese licenses to
purchase prope rty; the desirabilg Cy of obliging the Ja anese
to exhaust their own funds before teing allowed L0 reccive relief
policy toward unemployed vapanese; compulsory employment
of Japanese; and compulsory evacuaction
villages.

of Japanese from the
These are all matters which have been considered and
upon which, in me cases, action has been taken by Government
Departments concerned, It would appear, however, that they had
never been considered interdenartnentally from the reciproeal
point of view having in mind the interests of British people
in the Far EBast, I am venturing to invite the Department of
to send a represen ative to this meetin and am also inviting
Mr, J.M, the Department of ines & Resources who is

Wardle of
in charge of Japanese work-camps in Canada,

i . 1 enclose a memorandum drawn up by an officer of
this Department on Several of these subjects. It is meant
solely to acquaint those who come to the meeting with the sort
of subject which this Department would like to have discussed
and with our preliminary views(subjeet to change in the light
of the discussion) upon these matters,

' Yours sincerely,
'Erﬁ, QSQQ,
Foreign Lxchange Control Board,

Ottawa

. Under Secretary of State
for External Affairs.,

conversations >

Labour
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I - PROPERTY : o ASeibiad s,
The present situation appears to be that the Custodian
marking time pending the outcome of the test case, which is
xpected to be fought in Vancouver. His intention, if he wins
€ -~ 5 (L ¥ § s : :
the case is to dispose of most Japanese property. So far,
wil Cao o, J -
little, if any, has been sold.
As to household effects the situation is about the
Jame However, Japanese who have some of their effects sent
to them, and objects of religious and ssntimental value, will

not be sold. 'ventually most of the' stuff will be got rid of.

The Japanese member of the Committee appointed to
advise on disposal of property in Vancouver, has resigned as
a protest against the sale of goods.

II - MAINTENANCE

The policy is already in effect of taking all employable
single men off maintenance. Many have been taken off and the
rest will be. The policy will be extended to married men. This
applies only to the men themselves and not to their dependents.

This is contrary to the policy which we described
to the Consul General and, I think, to the views we expressed

some time ago to the Department of Labour. The Consul General
has asked us about it,

We have to inform the Consul General that our policy
is changed, or persuade Labour to change its policy, which
will be very difficult and, I think, inadvisable,

The policy is being followed of making the Japanese
spend their own money before getting maintenance., The minimum
which they can keep is left to the supervisor's discretion.

It runs something less than $500,00,.

III - COMPULSORY EMPLOYMENT AND MOVEMENT

Mr. Collins, as a test case, ordered one man to go
east. He refused. He was taken to court, where he changed his
mind. He was sent to Schreiber. Mr. Pammett tells me this has
had a useful effect on the others, It is opposed to our policy

as described to the Consul General, but our policy was carefully
stated to be one for the immediate present.

The Japanese are very anxious to have their orders
given them in writin

g S0 that they may demonstrate to the Japanese
Government that they have obeyed orders upon which they had
no choice,

As to application of Selective Service Regulations to
the Japanese-Canadians,

our letter has now reached Labour and
Mr., Pammett tells me Labour agrees with it.

9&74—%*/"%‘?
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[EMORANDUM FOR MR.”ROBERTSON—~ , %
'y

ke

« The root of the difficulty seems to me to
lie in the policy of treating Japanese
nationals and Canadians of Japanese descent
alike.

As regards the former we respect the stan-
dards set by international usage and rein-

forced by fear of reprisals and can, therefore,

within these limits, expect work in return.

As regards the latter we can ask for the full
duty of citizens in wartime--but cannot expect
as good a response unless we are prepared to
treat them as citizens. As long as we treat
them as enemies, talk of deportation etc.,

we make them much harder to deal with than
those who are clearly enemies and expect to

be treated as such--harder because of the
sense of injustice, of frustration and fear
as to the future.

If we want any given line of conduct from
these Canadians we should consider what
is the best offer we can make.

Possible offers in order of priority are:

a. Guarantee against deportation to Japan
for those who co-operate and for their
dependents;

b. Immunity from sale of property without
their consent for those who co-operate;

C. Reasonable freedom of movement and
residence in Canada for those who co-
operate;

d. Equal terms in employment for those

who co-operate;

€. Full citizenship rights for those who

co~-operate, for their wives and des-
cendants

Eligibility for the Army.

w%—ﬁ‘/{’%;



If we offer a. b. c. and d. we might treat
refusal as an adequate ground for post-war
deportation, i.e. we might treat as enemies
any who did not co-operate.
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Ottawa, November @ 19424

vour 2653 of October 29. Situation in Canada
regarding Japanese under each question is
(a) Funds of an i:11e;7n>cfﬁfwﬁ immediately placed under
Custodian, but Teasonable amounts allowed on
blocked accounts at recommendation of Camp
Commandant. Fund$§ of a Japanesé being evacuated

A 4 from protected area remain under Custodian

him after settlement of all liabilities.

-

Uninterned Japanese not in protected areas
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t
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estricted,.
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same ecale as

Canadian nationals.,

u////ﬂ SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
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Victoria Building, 7 O'Connor St.,

Ottawa, November 7th, 1942.

Administration

———
AHM/M

Dear Sir,

I have your letter of November 2nd enclosing
a copy of the High Commissioner's telegram No. 2653
of October 29th, in which the United Kingdom Government
is asking the attitude of the Canadian Government as
per the three questions shown on your letter,

The answer to question No. 1 would be "Yes",
but this answer should be qualified, depending on
whether the Japanese national in Canada i1s interned
or in process of evacuation from restricted areas.

(a) The funds of an internee would immediately be
placed under the control of the Custodian while in-
terned, hut as in the case of German and Italian
internees,reasonable amounts are supplied to them out

of their blocked accounts on the recommendation of the
Camp Commandant.

(b) In the case of a Japanese national in Canada in
process of being evacuated from restricted areas, his
assets are placed under the control of the Custodian,
but when the evacuation has been completed these assets
are returned to him after the settlement of all liabilities.

(c) Japanese nationals residing outside of restricted
areas in Canada, if not interned, are free to deal with
their assets and funds without restrictions,

The answer to question No. 2, of course, as you
state is "Yes".

In answer to question No. 3, I may say that a
business controlled by Japanese nationals under the
supervision of the Custodian, or Japanese businesses
placed under the control of an agent appointed by the

Custodian, and where the staff is retained, salaries
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are paid to such staff regardless of the nationality
of employees.

Yours very truly,

7

N 2222224 . cc <A
(A. H. Mathieu)
Assistant Deputy Custodian,

S

The Under Secretary of State
for External Affairs,

OTTAWA,
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rges Razing of Jap Houses
To Make Room for Library

¢ A - N ) Menzies,
Vancouver City
urged that

fion

{

|
:
!

L e e
Curator of Impressive civie cultural centre
|
Museum, today | to replace ugly
a block of Jap

sub-standard /
anese | buildings near the present ]o-
tenements in the Poor quartr | cation at Maijn and I-I;lslm‘gs.
of the city be razeq to make way | _“,I his is the place for jt he
¥ s P Sdld.,
for a new €lvic library and | Saic
museum building and said that “It should be down here, where
are e d | Mr., Carnegie dolil)m'nto]y pPlaced
architects should pe asked m’rho brar s
start drawing Up sketch plans | AL
| now,

for the yse of the
J! less brivileged.

“People in al-
Ways realize that there are many
clear | Who are afrajq 10 go uptown pe.
¥ Mmodern | cause they

feel embarrassed in
d it with | shabby clothes,

a ‘lung’ for |

“People want to know what |
(10 do with Jap town" Mr. Men- |
[ Zies declared. “We should
| it out, Put up a reaj
fbuildmg and surroun
4 park. It woulq be

| the depresse

this city don’t
1

“We want those People to yse
d quarter of the| our Jibrary and museum, to
| city.” | come in and eat thejr Sandwiches
IMPRESSIVE. A junchtime
Mr.

if they
Menzies emph

want to,
. while they look at the exhibits,"”
asized that | : :
| There js nothing to Stop the
Plans should pe Started now. | Privileged citizens from driving
He said that the actual con. | down to Main street, he added,
| Struction might be wundertaken “If you are going to take the
as part of the Post-war re. money out of People’s pockets in
building Plans outlineqd recently taxes, then you should pyt the
by Mayor Cornett ang the City | musohm down
Council, '
Mr. Menzies

Where the big-
| 8est part of the
envisioned an | j

taxpayers will
| S€e 1t” he saiq.
—— Tl U




