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attached letter might be worth some consideration. The
individuals involved are few in number and will eventually
decrease, Provided, of course, such a gesture were not likely
to give rise to undesirable repercussions in Canada and in
other countries, it might prove to be a fairly inexpensive
expression of our desire to dispose of any lingering clouds of
ill will which might affect the cloSeness of present-day
Canadian-Japanese relations,

(SSdo) R.P. Bower

Ambassador.
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Honorable Canadian Ambassador to Japan,
Tokyo To, Japan.

Dear Sir,
on July 10, 1961, I, Masuo Matsumiya on behalf of
presented

Shiga Prefectural Assoclation of Repatriates from Canada

to your office a petition signed by 180 repatriates to be forwarded

to your government authorities for their kind consideration of it.
on July 26, 1961 I received a letter from Honorable

william Fredrick Bull, Canadian Ambassador to Japan then, that our
petition was translated and has been forwarded to the government

authorities in Ottawa after his careful study.
Again on December 20, 1961, Mr, Jirohei Otsuka, our
{ce and handed the petition of the

representative visited your off
same content with the signatures of additional 40 repatriates to

your officer,
So far, however, We have not received any word either

from you or your government in Ottawa in regard to our petition

yeto
We are aware that it is very difficult to have an

early determination, for it has very complicated elements, but at
the same time we firmly believe that your government authorities
are giving favorable efforts in determining this matter continuously.

As we have stated in our petition, we have lived in
Canada for a good many years as law-abiding and faithful citizens,
worked for the development of industries of Canada in many fields
And if

and contributed to the promotion of Canadian economy,
there were not an unfortunate Mass BEvacuation in January 1942 and

the confusion thereafter, we would not have had to return to
Without any doubt, we would still have remained in Canada

Japan,

and would be doing our utmost to help the industries of Canada,
Thus we are longing the days of yore, but the member of our
association, honest Canadian citizens, who are living in Japan

now are getting older, and many of them are over the age of 65 now,
Therefore, it makes them harder to maintain their livelihood.

In our last petition, we requested to compensate our
properties and economical and

loss of our personal belongings
spiritual damages which we received as the result of evacuation
by means of Pension, But due to the circumstances stated in
paragraph 6 above, we concretely request that those aged people be
relieved by the same measure of 0ld Man Pension,

We request that you will forward this letter as our
new petition to your government authorities in Qttawa together with
your kind and thoughtful advice to help our predicament, for this
request of granting us the monetary allowance similar to that of

the 01d Man Pension would be our only and final appeal to you and
We sincerely wish you would give your special

to your government,
consideration to our present circumstances,

We do not know about the existing 0ld Man Pension law
of Canada in detail, but we know at present that there are some
Japanese who are in Japan now after being in Canada for many years

Of course we are aware

receiving the 01ld Man Pension every month,
that our case is somewhat different from theirs, but we strongly
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request that the monetary allowance be granted to us by giving
your special consideration to what we have stated in our previous
petition and our present predicaments.
it is hard to state exactly how many

At this moment,
of our members are over the age of 65, but roughly there are
about 100 of them, TIf your governmen£ authorities woild like to
Also any

know the exact number, it would be easy to get it.
other particulars and information concerning them we would

furnish them upon your request.
ur government

Kindly forward this letter to yo
authorities in Ottawa, and we are looking forward to receive
Thanking you

your favorable reply at your earliest convenience.
for your trouble in advance, we remain.

Yours very faithfully,

(Sgd.) M., Matsumiya

(sgd.) S. Isogal

Shiga Prefectural Association of
Repatriates from Canada.,
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On July 10 a

who were repatriated to Japan
s

petition to the Embassy. An
petition is enclosed for

a number of persons
the war presented a
ranslation of this
and consideration,
the delegation was received by B.A.
C O Spencer, Third Secretary. ts
atsumiya (Head of UeWr ation
\uookoh‘,n) ke Jire Ode (.def»

Keith,

Shiga Prefecture),
Prefecture)

after

of fice
your information

four-man delegation representing

In the Ambassador's absence on leave,
Counsellor and

manbers were: llatsuo

Bunji

”Ts:o.u
and Umenosuke Ohta '\c’ ayama I 1"—:f£_‘ClL11"e} .
A\
2e In essence, this petition is virtually identical

to the one presented by a similar group last

November,

a translation of which was @nclosed with.our despatch

under reference. Althou
for restoration of Canc licﬂ c1tpzeg!
petition, this one asks that the Canadian
specifically
pension grants.

o This petition was co-sig:

and Mr. Isogai, representing the "Shiga Prefectural

Association of Repatriates from Canada',
174 repatriates whose sigr
assured that none of these
earlier petition,

names

natures were attached,
had appeared on the

gh it does not repeat the request

!

inCLuaed in the previous
sovernment

extend relief to repatriates in the form of

'ned by Mr, Matsumiya

on behalf of

Wie were

interesting to note that Mr, Takejiro Ode,

L. It is

the originator of the previous petition from the "Kansai

Chapter", was one of the members of the second delegation,
co—ordlnateu both

and it is likely, Lnercf01e, that he has
petitions,

(The Kansai Chapter may be the area organization,

since the previous petition was referred to ¢ luring our

recent interview a
in Wakayama Prefecture).

5.

as having originated among repatriates

Hr, Matsumiya told us that he had been president
of the Canada-Japan Association in Vancouver in 1941 and

that he was now interested in the whole repatriate guestion,
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6. In response to questions, the spokesman, lir. Bunji
Hisaoka, whose card indicates that he is a member of the "Maple
Leaf Society", stated that most repatriates are currently engaged
in farming and fishing, though some are employed in business.

He added that they are widely scattered and named nine prefectures
in which they are located, extending from north-central Honshu

to southern Kyushu. Judging by the facility with which these
locations were listed, there seems to be some contact between
these groups and this may further presage the arrival of more
petitions under the aegis of lessrs, Ode, Matsumiya, Hisaoka,

or the "National Federation of Repatriates from Canada".

7o We indicated to the delegation that we would forward
their petition to the Canadian Government but thet we were not aware
of any policy decision on the attitude to be adopted to the
previous petition, and we would think it quite unwise for them

to count on any grants from Canada,

Although we have been interested in this new petition

8.
&s a sign that organizational work is continuing among the
uation has changed

repatriates, we do not think the basic sit
since our despatch of November 21,

he Embassy




To: His Excellecny Ambassador William F, Bull
|

From: My, Masuo MATSIMIYA (Head of DEIHa&tiOH)

Cama dian Embassy, Tokyo,

303, Kaideima-cho, Hikone-shi, Shiga-ken

and

Mr, Sotaro ISOGAI,
Hatsubara-cho, Hikone-shi, Shiga-ken,

Representing the Shiga Prefectural Association (Fraternity) of Repatriates
from Canada, :
|

Plus 174 co-petitioners.,

Date » 1961,

PETITION

Sir:
We, the undersigned, and the other co-signatories to this
petition whose signatures appear on the attachments, wish to respectfully

submit this petition to Your Excellency in your capacity as representative l
of the Government of Canada to explain the living conditions in Japan

of Canadians of Japanese ancestry who were repatriated to Japan at the

end of the war and to request your good offices in transmitting this

petition to the Government of Canada,

We, the undersigned and other co-signatories to this petition,

may be classified into three categories:

1. Persons born in Canada;

2., Persons naturalized in Canada;
Persons possessing Japanese nationality who have lived

3.
in Canada for five consecutive years or more,

These persons consist of those who have lived in Canada from
for the most part, engaged in

around 1894 or their descendants and who,
agriculture or worked as company employees

fishing, commerce, industry,
n of British Columbia, Ever mindful of

in the Pacific seaboard regio
Canada's prosperity and conscious of the great blessing of being able to

live in peace in Canada, they worked hard in the cause of Canadian

industry.
With the unfortunate outbreak of World War II in December 1942 (sic)

the Government of Canada created certain defence zones, as a result of which
we were forcibly transferred to the interior more than 100 miles from the
coast in spite of the fact that we stoutly abided by the laws of Canada

and worked faithfully in Canadian industry without having anything at all

to do with the military,

This arbitrary Government order to relocate us to road canps

in the interior was so sudden and so swift that many of us were compelled

to summarily abandon our occupations and sell all our household furniture
Others were sent to internment

and possessions at ridiculously low prices,
ng spies or saboteurs, although such suspicion

camps on suspicion of bei
was totally groundless, The chaos and mental and financial losses we
result of administrative injustices unworthy

suffered at the time as a
of an orderly, civilized state, would be absolutely unthinkable today,
This chaotic situation lasted for several months,

‘ oeo/2
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All the Japanese-Canadiens who were moved away from th:en'

military defence zones were divided into the following three categor : |

A Those sent to internment camp; = )
B Those relocated to the "Interior lousing Project '(aic < A
Those who dispersed to other parts of Canada to shift for themse

c
The conditions to which each

and as such they spent the duration of the war.
group was subjected were, in brief: '

The inmates of the internment camp were treated in
accord with the provisions of international law,
But the grievous mental suffering dealt to innocent
individuals having nothing whatsoever to do with
militeary matters by putting them into concentration
camps, restricting their freedom, separating them
from their families for the duration of the war @nd, '
hence, depriving them of honest work for so long was

of such great magnitude that it defies figuring out

in terms of the present day. The economic hardships

they underwent almost stagger the imagination;

Group A =

Those in this group were permitted to be with their
families. But the allowances they were paid totalled

only $#11 a month for adults and $5 a month for children.
Those ordered to work buildinz roads and on railway
constructicn projects were paid a wage of 25 cents an

hour - hardly sufficient to subsist., In the circumstances,
whatever money they had to spare soon disappeared;

Group B =

Those in this group, admittedly, were allowed to go in
quest of jobs and are said to have managed to support
themselves during the war years, But because they had to
work in unfamiliar employments in strange parts of the
country, actually they were far from being in a position
to exercise their talents to the full. As in the case
of Group B, they were lowly paid and were obligzed to
drain their resources down to the last penny.

Group C -

The previously mentioned relocation order came so swiftly
that it inevitably made disposal of property very difficult,
ssions long and painstakingly accumulated over the years
were auctioned off at ridiculously low prices, at all but a total loss

to the owners. Some who ran businesses did not have time to dispose of
merchandise and equipment or were victimized by burglars. Those whose
property was dispersed of by the Custodian at unreasonably low prices

were left with very little after fees had been deducted,

without notice
Household posse

All immovable property was sold by the Govermment of Canada

an ordinance which was issued enpowering the “Yovernment to

take over all such property for public sale one year later. But the sales
prices were far from satisfactory to the owners inasmuch as no allowance

was made for the wishes of the owners, In this conjunction, the owners
organized a law suit in the Exchequer Court to contest the constitutionality
of the ordinance authorizing the Government to sell requisitioned immovables,
The right of the Yovernment to take over the property was not questioned,
however, The court granted the owners indemnification for their losses

but the amount was not satisfactory,

When the war ended in 1946, we expected to be &allowed to
return freely to the British Columbia coast but prevailing circumstances
prevented this, The denial of our wish to leave behind the uncertainty

of the displaced lives we had been leading during the war for the chance
to return to the coast to make a new start in life shocked and distressed
us as badly as the time the Goverrment ordered us out at the start of the

war,

by virtue of

eeo/3
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of sheer sense of insecurity, under these circumstances, we ‘
boarded the repatriation ship for Japan, If we had been allowed
the same measure of complete freedom of movement as enjoyed by
Canadian citizens in general, we would have gone back to the
British Columbia coast. If measures had been taken in line with
the principle of democracy which Canada professes to follow to give
us freedom of movement to make a living without fear or uncertainty
after the internment camp and "interior housing project" were closed,
we would not have chosen to take the repatriation ship. Only by
considering the compelling and desperate circumstances which confronted
us at the time is it at all possible to understand why it was
inevitable for us, in view of the weakness of our position, to make

that reluctant decision,

!

| |
Coming to Japan, our only means of support was the $200 ;

provided by the Government of Canada. This meager amount, however, ~

did not go very far in the face of the food shortaege and rampant }

inflation sweeping Japan, stfuggling to rise from its defeat in the

war, It did not last for more than a couple of months, A large \

number of repatriates died from poverty and malnutrition, Another

contributing factor was the changeable climate and employment under
unfamiliar conditions, Even to this day financial distress compels

us to live a life of poverty under living standards below 25% of
that of Canadians,

You may now appreciate from the above how our desire to
continue to live in Canada as we had for so long as dutiful citizens
of Canada was interrupted by this unfortunate train of events.,

For all this, our allegiance to Canada remains urmistakenly
as steadfast as ever. We hereby appeal to Your Excellency that this
petition be transmitted to the Government of Canada so that it may
[ be persuaded to see reason and justice and to take appropriate measures
to relieve the plight of us repatriates from Canada by means of a
pension or through some other similar method,

The.attaphed list of signatures does not contain the names
of all the repatriates from Carada for geographical reasons. But

there are thought to be about 1,000 families of them in Japan.

In closing, with this petition go our heartfelt wishes
for Canada's glory and prospertiy.

(Signed) Masuo MATSUMIYA
S. ISOGAT
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Re: Petition from repatriates to Japan
Your File 3464-V-40

A= T have for acknowledgment your letter of 16th
instant enclosing copy of the Department of Labour's letter dated
12th instant, also copy of Memorandum dated 7th instant,

Y A
Y.z
You will observe that the Bird Commission was
authorized to consider the claims of Japanese resident in Canada
at the date of the order, (see memorandum paragraph 3, page 2)
. The purpose and scope of the Inquiry is set
forth in the terms of the Commission directed by Order-in-Council

P.C. 1810 of July 18th, 1947, as amended by Orders-in-Council
P,.C. 3737 of September 17th, 1947 and P.C. 242 of January 22nd,

1948, and as amended is, in part, as follows:

"7. That the terms of reference should be expressed in
terms in line with the Fourth Report of the Standing
Committee of the House of Commons on Public Accounts,
which Report dealt with the general administration and
liquidation of property owned by Japanese evacuees and
was concurred in by the House of Commons "

The fourth report of the Standing Committee
on Public Accounts to the House of Commons reads in part as

follows:

"In view of the evidence adduced and in order that more in-
formation may be obtained as to the desirability of adjusting
any apparent discerimination or loss which may have resulted
from the taking over or sale of property of any kind, your
Committee recommends that a Commission be appointed under
the provisions/ of the Inquiries Act to inquire into and re-
port upon the [claim of any person of the Japanese race now
resident in Capada for alleged loss which resulted from the
amount received by him being less than the fair market value

of his property at time of sale or loss,"

I suggest that it is reasonable to assume the
steering committee, as well as the main committee, gave careful
consideration to the matter of confining the enquiry to claims of
persons of the Japanese race resident in Canada,

About the middle of July, 1943, the Custodian
wes advised of the possible repatriation of a number of Japanese
who had applied to the Spanish Government Authorities for this
purpose, The final list contained sixty-one names, Arrangements
were made for the assembly of these people in Winnipeg and we
supplied The Western Trust Company, the Agents of the Custodian in
that City, with all information we had regarding available cash
and property under our control, Each adult was allowed to take

Taen 2.



The balance of

from Canada $333, in the form of $300 U.S. funds,
their assets vested in the Custodian and their accounts and files

were transferred to the "Enemy Section" of the office records,
This group sailed on the "Gripsholm" from New York on September 2,

1943 en route to Mormugao, Portuguese East India.

Deportation
In March 1945, the Custodian was informed about

a policy designed to encourage any Japanese desiring to do so, to
ask for repatriation, According to Officials of the Department of
Labour, Japenese Division, many requests had been made to the Spanish
Consular Authorities, acting as the Protecting Power in Canada for

the Japanese Government, and also to your Department, expressing a
desire to be repatriated during the war,

Order-in-Council P.C. 7355 dated December 1l5th,
1945 authorized the Department of Labour to make necessary arrange—

ments for repatriation of:
Nationals who requested repatriation,

Naturalized Canadians who requested repatriation and did not
revoke prior to September lst, 1945,

Natural born Canadians who requested repatriation and who do
not revoke prior to signing of order for deportation,

From this time very close co-operation was

maintained between the Japanese Division and our Vancouver office
in regard to this matter. The Order-in-Council provided for the
deposit of money in the possession of the Japanese requesting re-
patriation or standing to his credit in Canade, with the Custodian,
for the purchese of suitable foreign exchenge and the transfer of
same to such Japanese whenever reasonebly pessible,

The Order-in-Council also provided that where

a person sixteen years of age or over did not possess at least

$200 the difference between the amount he possessed and the $200,
wes advanced by the Treasury; an additional amount of $50 was
granted for each dependent, Provision was made in the Order-in-
Council for any amount advanced to be recoverable from any credit
with the Custodian, Officials of the Department of Labour and

the Treasury were cognizant of the fact that money was being trans-—
ferred to one member of a family so that the other members would
secure the basic amounts of $200 or $50 2s the case might be and
this amount would not be recoverable a2s those particular members

of the family had no credit with the Custodian in their own name,

In addition to provisions in Order-in-Council
P.C. 7355 relative to cash available at the time of departure for
Japan, property not sold or otherwise disposed of, such as real
and personal property, vested in the Custodian and after liquidation
the proceeds were to be available for transfer whenever reasonably
possible,

No Real Estate which remained unsold was owned

by any Repatriate and I might also state that household effects and
chattels which they owned and were using at the time of deportation,

were all disposed of by themselves prior to sailing,

The Repatriates in their petition, allege inter
alia, that fishing craft and fishing gear were auctioned off at

ridiculously low prices,

s 00 3.




he War Measures Act a

Under the authority of t
2 els Disposal

special Coomittee known as the Japanese Fishing Vess
Committee, was empowered under Order—in-Council P.C. 288 dated
January 13th, 1942, "to meke such arrangements as would make it
possible for the present owners to freely negotiate for charters,

leases or sales of such vessels as they own to persons other than
The personnel of the Committee was:

of Japanese origin®",
The Honourable Mr. Justice Sidney Smith, Chairman,
Commander B. L. JOhnson, D-S-O., R-oC.N-R.
Mr, Kishizo Kimura,
Mr. A. E. McMaster was appointed as Executive Assistant
and on his retirement on May 12th, 1943 was replaccd by
Mr, H. S. Durkee.
The cesh received by the Committee for sales

made on behalf of the Japanese owners was disbursed to them after
deduction of 1% service charges, survey fees and payments to

creditors as authorized by the vendors,

By May of 1942 the Committee's report states

that €00 vessels had been sold by free negotiation, but at that
time it became evident that certain Japanese were determined to
retain ownership if possible, In view of this when offers were

received by the Committee which were deemed to be fair the Com-
mittee negotiated a sale without the owners consent, Approximately
two-thirds of such sales were afterwards regularized by the Japanese

owners executing the necessary sale documents, and the Custodian
executed Bills of Sale on behalf of the other Japanese ovmers after

Order-in-Council P.C. 6247 had been passed giving authority to
complete the unfinished business of the Committee,

The amount paid to Japanese ovmers by the
Committee after deduction of mortgage payments and other charges
vas $1,089,097.47.

For your further information, I attach two
copies of Commissioner Bird's report dated 6th April, 1950, also *
two copies of the report of the Standing Committee on Publiec

Accounts dated June 17th, 1947,
You may wish to send one set of these to your |

Ambassador in Japan,
I trust this is the information you require, '

M. Robitaille,
Assistant Deputy Custodian
and Counsel,

Encls,



REPORT TO THE HOUSE

Tuesday, June 17, 1947.

The Standing Committee on Fheaic & Public Accounts begs leave to
present the following as a
FOURTH REPCRT

Your Committee held its first meeting on Monday, April 28, 1947,
and this report covers the first eleven meetings, the last of which

was held on Tuesday, May 27,

A steering committee, composed of the Chairman, the Vice-Chairman
and Messrs. Burton, Fleming, Gibson (Comox-Alberni), Marshall and Stuart
(Charlotte), was appointed to consider procedure and agenda, and its
recommendations were approved by the main committee,

The first four meetings of the Committee were devoted to considera-

ticn of Bill No, 22, An Act to continue the Revised Regulations respecting
This Bill was reported to the House with

Trading with the Enemy (1945).
amendments on May 6, 1947, and passed the House without further amendment

on May 9,
The next seven meetings were devoted to a review of the general

administration and liquidation of real property in British Columbia owned
With a view to obtaining as complete a picture as

by Japanese evacuees,

possible of the Custodian's activities in this respect, the Committee
heard evidence from the Hon. C. W. Gibson, Secretary of State and Custo-
dian of Enemy Property, Dr., E. H. Coleman, C.M.G., K.C.,, Deputy Custodian,
Mr, F. G. Shears, Director, Vancouver Office, and Mr. K. W, Wright, Counsel;
from Mr, Gordon Murchison, Director, Soldier Settlement and Veterans! Land
Act; from Mrs, Hugh MacMillan, Secretary, and Mr, F., Andrew Brewin, Counsel,
The Cooperative Committee on Japanese Canadians, and from Mr, George Tanaka,

Chairman, Japanese Canadian Committee for Democracy.

During these meetings, your Committee's enquiry was confined to a
study of the Custodian's administration of the property of persons of the
Japanese race as it applies to the West Coast, and more particularly to
the area, known as the protected area, extending north several hundred

miles from the United States Boundary and inland to the Cascade Mountains,

and including Vanccuver Island, the Queen Charlotte Islands and the group

of small islands known as the Gulf Islands, The affairs of approximately
involved, including the ownership of 1,700 parcels of

wﬁ&émsu%r* |
real property as well as busliness, stock, equipment and household effects,

It is interesting to note that on December 10, 1941, three days after
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour that brought the United States into

the war, the Custodian opened an office in Vancouver,

Evacuation of persons of the Japanese race from the protected area
commenced in March, 1942, and continued until October of that year, In
the period between December 7, 1941, and March 27, 1942, the date of Order
in Council P.C. 1665 vesting control of their property in the Custodian
many Japanese disposed of property at prices which were probably considerably
below the market value, Immediately upon assuming control, the Custodian

commenced a volurary registration of all Japanese property, real and
A printed form (Form "J.P.", a copy of which is appended) was

personal,
mailed to every Japanese evacuee with the request that it be completed
and returned to the Custodian,

Great difficultywas experienced by the Custodian in identifying the

personal property, such as chattels and personal effects, of these
22,000 Japanese and, undoubtedly, some confusion resulted. The reasons
for this confusion were explained in evidence to your Committee,

Po e 2.
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The procedure followed in respect to the listing of personal pro-
perty and its transportation from owners' homes to storage and subsequent

disposal was fully explained by the witnesses,

Some of the household effects and other chattels were advertised in
the press and sold at public auction, From the evidence produced, there
is no doubt that a certain amount of theft and vandalism took place both
before control was vested in the Custodian and during the period of his

administration,
Subsequent to the passage of the Order in Council establishing a
one under the

protected area, two advisory committees were appointed:
chairmanship of Mr. Justice Sidney Smith, associated with Alderman Charles

Jones of Vancouver and a Japanese representative; the other under the
chairmanship of the late Judge David Whiteside, assisted by Mayor Mott,

of New Westminster, Mr, D. A. Mackenzie, Mr, Harold Menzies and a
The Japanese representatives on the two committees
|

Japanese representative,
resigned on being evacuated, Every negotiation for the sale of real estate
was considered and reported upon by the committee over which Judge Whiteside

presided,
Most of the discussion in your Committee centered around the sale of
741 farm properties by the Custodiean to the Director, The Veterans! Land

Act, for the sum of $836,250.

A summary of the cash which has been collected by the Custodian on

behalf of Japanese evacuees, covering not oply real estate but fishing
vessels, fishing gear, cars and trucks, farm equipment, househcld effects

and sundries, totals $5,373,317.6L.

In view of the evidence adduced and in order that more information

may be obtained as to the desirability of adjusting any apparent dis-
crimination or loss which may have resulted from the taking over or sale

of property of any kind, your Committee recommends that a commission be
appointed under the provisions of the Inquiries Act to inquire into and
report upon the claim of any person of the Japanese race now resident in
Canada for alleged loss which resulted from the amount received by him
being less than the fair market value of his property at time of sale or

loss,
A copy of the minutes of proceedings and evidence to May 27 is appended,

All of which is respectfully submitted,

GORDON B. ISNOR,
Vice=Chairman
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Your File No. 3464-V-40

OTTAWA 4, December 12, 1960.

Mr. N.A. Robertson,
Under-Secretary of State

for External Affairs, |
Department of External Affairs, |
East Block, !
Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear Mr. Robertson: f

I have your letter of December 1 with copy E
of letter from the Canadian Ambassador, Tokyo, relative ;
to a petition submitted by the National Federation of 1
Repatriates from Canada.

I think I would agree with the views expressed
by the Ambassador in paragraph 4 of his despatch. However,
I have thought it might be useful for you and possibly also
for Mr. Bull to have a copy of a memorandum I have had
prepared in the department summarizing the various actions '
taken by the Government in relation to the property of tﬁe ‘
displaced Japanese and the action taken in respect to *-
repatriation of some of these to Japan. Two copies of 1
this memorandum are accordingly enclosed. |

Sincerely,

H. Brown ‘

[3.13.17(v3)
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DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
MEMORANDUM ﬂbﬁn~4”. Jroe,
— & T Vs o rike
TO: ... MEMORANDUM FOR.LEGAL .DIVISION. ....ccueueennenaen. 1{ Security .RESTRICTED: - «cevee-
Date ..December. .24 L960....

File No.

36¥-V-¥0 2 °

FROM: .. FER TABSTRBN REVTHION . . oo ieaas s valtala e saaa e s v
REFERENCE: . Despatch.No...764. of..Vavenbar..21,1260..fron g L
: (R’
......... the..Canadian. .dmbassador.TokYo. .oovveeenennnnnnnns -
ﬂ-‘)’é@é’*C)Q/‘VO
zy i

sussecT:. Retitian. fram. Renatrlates. to..Japan.

In the Despatch under reference Ambassador Bull referred
to a visit I made to the village of Hidaka where a number of

former Canadian/now live.

/residents .
the visit in the Spring of 1959 - not in 1958).

(My recollection is that I made
My visit to

this village was only a brief one but I can confirm that

my impression was that the people there were no worse off
I met the Mayor

than those in other rural areas of Japan.,

and some members of the village Council, none of whom spoke
to me about suffering from financial distress or of wishing
for compensation from the Canadian Government because of

alleged suffering.

At one time some of these persons received funds from

2
relatives in Canada and were considerably better off than
I was given to understand, however, that

their neighbors.
this source of revenue has decreased in recent years because

the third-generation "breadwinners™ in Canada now do not
demonstrate their family obligations with remittances as their

fathers did.

CIRCULATION

Ext.32 (6/56)

Some of the residents there spoke hopefully of a change

3o
in current immigration regulations which would permit them
They also expressed the hope that

to return to Canada,
compensation might be received for property in Canada which

was seized and disposed of by the Custodian.
was ralsed at one time - early 1959, I think - in a committee

of the Japanese House of Councillors by former Admiral NNomura
who represents that distriet, but nothing ever came of it.

This subject

sinie it 0
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(The Embassy reported the episode at the time and forwarded
the verbatim report of the exchanges in the Committee.

16 g
my memory is correct this report was referred to the Custodian
(by Economic Division I think)) and the Custodian's comments
were reported back to the Embassy.

R. V¢/GORHAM,
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Ottawa 4, December 7, 1960. il
:

MEMORANDUM TO: Mr. A. H. Brown

RE: MANAGEMINT AND DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY OF JAPANESE
EVACUATED FROM BRITISH COLUMBIA COASTAL AREA, 1942-
1947 — DESPATCH OF NOVEMBER 21, 1960, FROM CANADIAN

AMBASSADOR IN TOKYO CONCERNING PETITION FROM RE-

PATRIATES TO JAPAN

The petition of October 31, 1960, forwarded from the

Canadian Embassy in Tokyo, contains numerous distorted and inaccuratg
statements about the whole programme of Japanese evacuation, relocation
and repatriation, but it would not serve any useful purpose at this
late date to provide any factual rebuttal of these charges. Accord-

ingly the following memorandum is restricted as requested to an
outline of the manner in which the property of the displaced Japanese

was handled, both for those who repatriated to Japan and those who
relocated in various parts of Canada. l

Property in Restricted Areas

Between February and July, 1942, the Smith Committee,

established by Order-in-Council P.C. 987, sold or leased most of the
Japanese-owned fishing boats and equipment on the Pacific Coast, and the
remainder in July were turned over to the Cunstodian of Alien Property. ‘

By Orders-in-Council P.C. 1665 and 2483 of March 1942,

all the Japanese property in the restricted areas (except liquid assets)
was placed under the control and management of the Custodian as a |
Excluded from this \

protective measure, mostly by voluntary agreement.
was a considerable amount of household and personal effects which the #

Japanese took with them in evacuation, at the expense of the Commission.
Japanese farm properties, mostly in the Fraser Valley and comprising 1
approximately 1,000 farms, were in June, 1942, placed under the control

of the Director of Soldier Settlement of Canada for purposes of

administration, and subsecuently, the greater number of them were ex-

propriated at an impartial valuation for the purpose of postwar veteran

settlement.
by Order-in-Council P.C. 469, the
Custodian was given power to sell or otherwise dispose of all Japanese
real property and chattels in his possession. During 1942-43 the
evacuated Japanese had the right to apply to the Custodian to locate
and forward any of their chattels (which included household furniture,
cooking utensils, crockery, store stocks, canned goods, personal
either to the Housing Centres

possessions, etc.) at their own expense,
or to their new homes east of the Rockies, and very many had their goods

forwarded to them.
The proceeds of all sales, which totalled $5,373,317,
erty to the credit of the former

were held by the Custodian of Alien Prop

owners. To those in departmental camps and towns in British Columbia,

restricted amounts were released during the war years to cover living
of the Rockies were permitted

expenses, but those who relocated east
to draw on their Custodian credits to any amount.,

Regatriation to Japan

Between May and December 19
7355 of December 15, 1945,

repatriated voluntarily, Order-in-Council P.C.
included provision to enable persons repatriated from Canada to take their

funds, subject to currency exchange arrangements, and personal property
with them to Japan., The transfer of funds was at the official exchange

rate in effect in Japan at the time, Repatriation grants were given
to these people, sufficient to bring their funds up to the minimum
figures of %200 per adult and $50 per child when leaving Canadas— .

In January, 1943,

st st e s




Since repatriation in 1946, hundreds have gplied to come

back to Canada, and this has been permitted in the case of‘Canadianf
However, repatriates who were naturalized Canadians

born Japanese.
lost their naturalization, on repatriation, and with the Japanese
The repatriates have

aliens have not been allowed to re-enter Canada,
in the last thirteen years sent numerous complaints and charges

concerning all aspects of their treatment by the government of “anada
(of which the present petition is an example). According to Mr. Wright

of the Office of the Custodian of Enemy Property, no action has been
taken on any of the claims concerning property from repatriates who
are at present in Japan, as there is no financial provision: for such

claims.

Royal Commission on Japanese Property
On January 24, 1947, Prime Minister King stated in the

House of Commons:
"With respect to the property of persons of Japanese origin

who were removed from the Pacific coast, and whose property

was sold by the Custodian, the government is of the opinion

that the sales were made at a fair price. In all cases a
complete appraisal was made before disposition. The total

of the prices secured is greater in aggregate than the total
appraisal value. To ensure, however, the fair treatment
promised in 1944, the government is prepared in cases where

it can be shown that a sale was made at less than a fair market

value to remedy the injustice."

The Commission was established by P.C. 1810 of July 18,

1947, under Justice H. I. Bird, to consider the claims of Japanese
resident in Canada at the date of the order for additional compensation

for their property seized and sold in the coastal area, and it
considered submissions and held hearings from December 1947 to March 1950.

The Commission found that real and personal Japanese
property amounting to 7,086 parcels was sold by the Custodian of Alien
Property for $2,591,456., The Commission received claims concerning
2,420 of these sales claiming losses over seven million dollars. The
Commission findings on these claims can be summarized as follows:

(1) Real Property:
471 parcels of Vancouver property and 378 of rural property

were sold by the Custodian 1943-1947. The Commission recommended
that the owners of the city properties be given the amount of the
deductions made by the Custodian for administrative expenses,
averaging 133 percent; the owners of rural properties were given
the same amount plus an additional 10 percent of sale prices.

741 parcels of land in the Fraser Valley were sold by

the Custodian to D.V.L.A. for $792,265.22, and claims were received
by the Bird Commission on 572 of these. The Commission awarded

these claimants an additional 80 percent of the D.V.L.A. prices.

(2) Fishing Vessels and Gear:
201 vessels were sold by the Custodian, and concerning

these the Commission received 109 claims. Of these, 27 claims were
rejected and the rest received an additional 10 to 15 percent of the

selling price, principally to cover the Custodian's deduction of
133 percent from selling prices for administrative expenses.

Concerning nets and fishing gear there were 173 claims
totalling $148,958.91. Due to depreciation, thefts, etc., it was
very difficult to establish values, but the Commission gave owners

an additional 25 percent of the selling price.

vee3
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a time when values were much depreciated. There were 154 claims

totalling $109,660.62. The Commission gave the owners 25 percent
additional to the selling price.

(4) Personal Property:

Those chattels which were not sent to the Japanese owners
in the camps or in their new homes east of the Hockies, were taken
over by the Custodian. There was much theft and other loss before
they were removed to storehouses, and later sold by tender or by
auction. Consequently it was very difficult for the Commission to
establish the real value of the chattels, but it decided to give

the owners of goods sold by auction 30 percent additional, and of
goods sold by tender 12 percent additional.

Mr. Wright of the Office of the Custodian of the Enemy

Property informs me that hetween 1950-1956, as a result of the Bird
Bomni recommendations, a total of $1,317,005 was distributed to
-the Japanese claimants still resident in Canmada.

P.S.

H. T. Pammett

$2.22§,§lz was the total amount of sales by the Custodian of real

and personal property of Japanese evacuees from the British
Columbia coastal area (page 1, para. 5 above).

$2,§9lgg26 was the total amount obtained by the Custodian for sales
of 7086 parcels of real and personal property of those Japanese

evacuees still resident in Canada at July 18, 1947, the date of
the Order setting up the Bird Commission (page 2, para. L above).

e —
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in early November from Mr. Takejiro Ode of the Kansai
Chapter of the '"National Federation of Repatriates from
Canada", A list of 177 signatures was attached to the
petition. In essence, the petitioners seek financial
assistance from the Canadian Government as compensation
for the hardship and injustice they say they have
suffered as a result of discriminatory legislation in

Canada at the end of World War 1I,

2. I have given some thought to the plea made in

this petition and I do not think we should consider

it necessary to go very fully into this question at

a date so long after the events involved. If the
petitioners have waited twelve to fifteen years to

make a request of this kind, I cannot help but wonder
whether their action is based more on hope of financial
benefit than on strong conviction about the justice

of their case.

3. As to the actual financial conditions in which

these people live, there is some evidence to indicate

that they are not worse off than great numbers of other

people in rural Japan. An English-language Japanese

newspaper described conditions in their area in 1957

as fairly prosperous. In 1958 an officer of this 1

Embassy visited the village of Hidaka-gun where they

live and talked to a number of these former Canadian

residents. He received the impression that they were
not badly off in terms of Japanese standards of living.
Some of them at least receive regular remittances from

relatives in Canada,

be Unless I hear from you to the contrary,l propose

to do nothing more on this question than send a routine
acknowledgement to the petitioners saying that their

document has been carefully examined and that a copy *.

of it has been sent to Ottawa,

b 5 A TN

Ambassador
11 8¢ |
|



To: His Excellency, Ambassador bull
Canadian Embassy

Froms !:. Take jiro ODE
W yama=ken,
Representing the KANSAI Chapter of the National Federation
of Repatriates from Canada. i

EETITION

October 31, 1960,

The undersigned and other gosignatories to this petition
are those who went to Canada between the years of 189% and 1925
to become naturalized Canadians and engage chiefly in fishl and
manufacture of marine products, p rofessions they followed le
living in Japan, and members of their family,

Those who engaged in fishing gave their entire hau's
(salmon, herring, cod, among othorns to Caradian canneries and
food processing companies, contributing a great deal to expansion

Those who engaged 1in

of Canada 's exports to foreign markets,
the marine p roducts industry processed and packed salmon and
China, Korea

herring which were shipped to as far away as Japan
and Talwan, gaining a sizeable dollar revenue for &lnnda. In
this way they worked vigorously and faithfully to promote the

growth of Canadian exports of marine produects,

With the outbreak of hogtilities in the Pleific,'ggz
in

Canadian Government ordered all Caradians of Japanese o
to be foreibly transferred to the interior outside the defence

zones (beyond 100 miles ‘rom the ecast) as suspected spies.
Treated as enemy natiocrals, »11 matters pertaining to us Canadians
of Japanese descent were made subject to the jurisdiction of the
Canadian Government's Security Commissioner under the provisions
of wartime measures, In the circumstances, the fishing eraft,
fishing gear, house furniture we owned among other possessions,
were auctioned off at ridiculously low prices, and in many cases
fishing net manufacturing plants had to be sbandoned without
recovering a sinzle cent. As a result, carrying what little
possessions they had, some totally stripped of cvurythln!, ve
were sent to "Interior Town"=ea relocation camp especially built
by the Canadian Government, 9
e
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For the duration of the war we remained under the jurlis-
diction of the Security Commissioner, The allowances we and our
dependents were paid totalled 12 dollars a month for adults and
5 dollars a month for children, All those physically fit were
put at the Commissicner's orders to work bullding roads ard on

natioral construetion projects at a wage of 25 cents an hour,
Under sueh conditions we were forced to lead & life of harde
Yet, for all this,

ship, Saving money was out of the question,
we doggedly stuck it out, living only for the day we expected

te be returned to our former homes on the eoest and to be able

to follow our former professions,

However, after the war, despite the restoration of peace
the Canadian ﬁovnrnmont issued a decree categorically prohibitlng
our return to the coast (which was rot 1ifted until 3 ytnﬁ:‘r.‘

this

Like a bolt out of the bl.uo!1 s et T
s N -

after the wars' end),
came as a great shock teo us since barring us from s
(o)

tamount so to speak, to tearing all the legs off a crab.
that we wanted of our own free will to return to Japan, but no

longer certain of providing for means of selfwsupport, we rue=
fully had no choice but to be repatriated.

What I wish to stress in particular here is that while
ve wvere treated as enemy nationals on suspicion of being sples
during the war, I can firmly testify that not one of the over
20,000 of us Canadians of Japsrese extraction in Canada ever

warrante’ such suspicion,

Well advanced in age and with dependents and, morwver,
Imowing 1ittle of conditions over here, having been away from

the country for so many years, the chances of finding suitable
practically nil, As the

employment were, as cne would expect
us were penniless when

Custodian®s records will show, some o
repatriated and were obliged to subsist on the 200 dollars proe
Considering the prevailling

vided by the Canadian | Government,
rate of exchange of 13 yen 50 sen to the dollar, this meager
sum was hardly sufficlent to support us, dire ert
and malnutrition, over 20f of the repatriates 11 in

s will zive you some idea of sperate

have died to date.
plight of these people.
oe3
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Taking note of this sgituation, the Japanese Government
recently paid us a small grant-in—ald. We request the Canadian
G overnment, for its part, to provide some measure of (financial)
aid, taking into consideration our past record in Canada, our

&ahips caused by the war, the unavoidable circumstances of

har
our repatriation, and our presert distress.

FPurther, there are among us some who wish to live with
their children now residing in Canada and to die there but

who are unable to obtain permission to immigrate for age Teasons.
It is re uested that naturalization be restored to these personse.



COoOPY

DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

Japanese Division
360 Homer Street,

Vancouver, B.C.,
November 15,1946.

AIRMAIL
Mr, E.L. Mang,
Chief of the Delegation in Canada, Q
INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS? —5—
1040 Sun Life Building, .
Montreal, Qua,
N
Dear Sirg \ S —3-
D O O
Re: Tomejiro NAKA #O1077 ct ™ o
Ishi NAKA #01081 = PN
Shiguye M. NAKA #01066 S =
Isao NAKA #09015 N
Tsuneo NAKA #O063T
Masao NAKA #00934

Kazuo MURAKAMI #08127

The copy of Mr. Naka's communication enclosed
with your letter of November 8 is herewith returned as requested,

The names of the above are well-known to
From records

officials of the Japanese Division and the R,.C.M.P,
at our disposal I have compiled a short resume on this man and

members of his family,

Tomejiro NAKA #01077 arrived in Canada
November 10th,1906. He was Naturalized at Vancouver, B.C,
He is 63 years of age, married and has three

January 4, 1915,
sons and one daughter,
During the evacuation of Japanese from the

Protected Area commencing on March, 1942, Mr. Naka consistenitly
e coast as requested by the Government. On

refused to leave th
October 31, 1942, the date-line set for all Japanese to leave the
Protected Area, he and his family were still in Vancouver and
stated that they had no intentions of leaving, Arrested by the
«C.M.P, and detained in the City Jail, this family group pleaded
remanded for a further week thay :

"Not Guilty'; but after being
and sentenced to the time which had already '

were found "Guilty"
been spent in Jail, They were then turned over to the R.C.M.P.

to be escorted out of the Protected Area, Mr, Naka and his sons
demanded internment, During the period of internment, although
repeatedly interviewed regarding the possibility of proceeding to
employment outside the camp they stated that they wished to remain
in internment and that the Canadian Government would have to decide
whether or not they should be returned to Japan or allowed to

remain in Canada,

three sons are definitely Pro-Japanese. Their

The
files show that they have followed instructions from their father
and that their general attitude is similar to his in all respects,

In October, 1942 when the father and three sons
were sent to internment, the mother and daughter were detained at
the Canadian Tmmigration Building, being allowed to make a choice
of the Interior Housing Project to which they wished to proceed,
They refused to make a decision in this connection and were there-
fore escroted by the R.C.M,P, to Rosebery, B.C. Their continued :
refusal to cooperate made them conspicuous during the period they :

were in Rosebery and on April 22, 1945 they were transferrad to
Tashme, B,C., again under escort, They remained in Tashpe until
oF

July 5, 1946,
.‘........'(2)

-
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. By this time Mr. Naka and three sons had been
réleased from Angler and having refused to accept the employment
offered to them in Eastern Canada, Were transferred with other
{nternees to our Moose Jaw Relocation Centre. The family was
reuni ted there and from the first maintained an attitude of non=
cooperation which has been to the detriment of camp morale and
nas undoubtedly resulted in deterring other families from leaving

the Hostel for placement in employment in Saskatchewan.

Kazuo MURAKAMI #0812T,

Canadian born, single,

date of birth, June lst, 1910. This man appears to have attached
himself to this family. He is decidedly Pro-Japanese and claims
that he will stay with them and do whatever they intend to do.
During the evacuation period in Vancouver, he broke curfew Tregu-
lations and was fined $25.00., He was interned on October 4, 1942
because of his refus ted Area as ordered,

stating at the time

al to leave the Protec
that he preferred internment.

A recent report from our Supervisor at Moose Jaw

states that the Naka family is very quarrelsome, are considered
the chief agitators of the Camp, and are definitely responsible
for keeping other Japanese families from taking outside employment.
They themselves have, consistently refused to accept employment and

it is presumed that they will continue to do so.

In his letter Mr. Naka complains regarding the

disposal of his property and personal belongings. The R.C.M.P.
d to sell out their

state that this family was repeatedly warne
stock in the Grocery Store during the period of evacuation. They
failed to do this and were later told that they should report to

the Custodian and turn over all goods to him, according to reg-
ulations. This they absolutely refused to do. On November 1st, when
resentative of the

this family was detained by the R.C.M.P., a T€P ‘
Custodian was requested by the R.C.M.P. to take charge of all articles \
in the store including the personal effects of the Naka family which \

were in their living quarters.

The so-called wprotected Area'" is now known as the
* ngoastal Area'". No Japanese are allowed to reside in this area. \

Yours truly

(signed) J.F. MacKINNON,

J.F. MacKINNON,
Commissioner of Japanese Placement,



COPY

T. Naka,
c/o H.J. Nakashima,

946-2nd Ave, N.E.,
Moose Jaw, Sask.

Mr., Emest L. Maag,
1040 Sun Life Building,

Montreal, Que.

Dear Mr. Maag:-
The problem which I am going to place before you may be out of your e
Jurisdiction, but I would like to have you give your worthy attention and advice on

matter. -
We have been interned for four years by the Canadian Government becaus

we refused to voluntarily evacuate the west coast of British Columbia during the war
Now that the war is over, this government takes it upon themselves,

between Japan.
to release us unconditionally to this hostel in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, under the

Supervision of the Department of Labour.
This government has sent representatives to us, to accept employment

east of the rockies but, we are not thinking of accepting such offers, because of the
fact, we are fighting for the rights to return to our home in Vancouver, British Columbia.

When we were interned, all our assets, such as property and personal
belongings, were left behind, we did not even sign it over to the Custodian, for we
The problem now

were arrested, unable to take care of any arrangements whatsoever,
is:s - We believe that since the government took over our properties, and interned us,

it is their rightful duty, now that the war is over, and since we have done nothing
to prove our disloyalty to this country, to return us to our former homes and compensate

us for any losses sustained,
What I want to ask your advice on, is, is it possible for this government
years as an enemy alien because of their origin, and now

to intern a person for four
them out of internment into a hostel like this, and says

that the war is over throw
and free to accept any employment east of British Columbia,"

"You are now a civilian,
Can this govermment without giving us any sort of hearing on the matter of "why we were
interned, and our property rights," get away with this undemocratic and unchristian
Justice?

Mr, Maag, I ask you for your advice on this matter because, we are in
an extremely difficult position., At present we are not working, and have the word of
the supervisor of the camp that, unless we accept employment, they will charge us for the
would amount to eighteen dollars per person, As for clothing
unable to do anything

board and meal, which
and other necessities we are at a loss what to do, for we are
about it, as matters stend at the present,

We would appreciate your co-operation in this matter,
I thank you,
Yours very sincerely,
(signed) Tomejiro NAKA, and family

Ishi NAKA
Shiguye M NAKA,
Isao NAKA.
Tsuneo NAKA,
Masao NAKA
Jomjurm.



Hon. Vice Presidents
Hon. Wm. J. Asselstine
Olof Hanson, M.P.
E.T. Kenny, M LA,
M. M., Connelly, M.L.A,

- - Hon, Pressdents
Rt. Hon. Wm Lyon MacKenzie King
Hon. T. Dufferin Pattullo

Sheena Hedeval Liheral Association

h 4

March 22nd. 19 45-

PRINCE RUPERT, B.C.,

Dear S5ir:

I beg to advise that at a Convention of this Association
held on the 1l2th, instant, the following resslution was passed:

"Resolved that this convention is in
favour of the absolute exclusion of all
Japanese from the coastal area of British
Columbia and that in sp far as possible all
members of the Japanese race be deported
from Canada as soon as possible after the
conalusion of the present war,"

Yours very truly,

A. Brooksbank,
&01'9'53-1‘?.

Copy to:
Rt. Hon, W.L. lmoKenzie King, Prime llinister of Canada,

Hon, lan liackenzie, Ilinister of Pensions and National Health,
Olof Hansom, ILP, for Skeena,
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eferred to the Minilster of Laboure. oy (i'h,vﬂ.j_/_ﬁ‘-“‘—-—

Ottawa, April 3, 1945.

ﬂ. CQ x.m.’ KIQO.

Honorary Secrotary
Tho vanaclan ;.naimoro' Assoclation,

Victoria Branch
225 Pemberton Bldges
Fort Ste
ﬂctoria, B Ca

Dear Sir:
I wish to acknowledge your

letter of the 24th March, addressed to the
a resolution

Prime Minister, submitilng
of the Canadian

passed at a recent wmeet
Pensioners' Assoclation with respect to the

disposition of Japanese in Canada.
¥r., King wishes me to let you
£ Tatdon

know that the representations of this reso
w1ll be brought to the sttention of hls colleaguess

" Yours faithfully,

Ees Re Le Honry,
Private Secretarye



Vietoria Branch
THE CANADIAN PENSIONERS' ASSOCIATION
OF THE CREAT WAR (INC.)

225 Pemberton Bldge., Fort 81';.,
Victoria, B, C.

24th March 45

We L. Mc.Kenzie King. Esq.,
Prime Miniater,

Honorable Sir,
Re Japanese in Canada

At a recent meeting of this Association the following opinion
was recorded. Resolved by the Canadian Pensioners Association
Victorla Branch. that in the interests of Canada, as a whole,
and in particular of this Province of British Columbia,

All persons of Japanese Blood and ancestry be repatriated to
Japan as soon as possible, at the Conclusion of Hostilities
with that Country. and be 1t further resolved that Japenese
be disallaved, entry into Canada for all time.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
We Remain Honourable Sir,

Yours Respectfully
Canadian, Pensioners. Association
(Sgd.) R. C, Kemo

Hon. Secretary.
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Ottawa, April 3, 1945, M ﬁi
o , y
W N

Secretary-Treasurer
/ 5 West Burnaby Liberal Assosiation,

3526 Rumble Streeot,
New Westminster, B, C.

Dear Madem:
I am directed by the Prime Minister

to acknowledge your letter of the 28th of March,

/
submitting @& resolution which was passed at a
of the West Burneby Liberal

recent meeting
with regard to the disposition

Association,
of Japanese in Canada,

Mr, King wishes me to say that the
representations of this resolution will be brought
to the attention of his colleagues.

Yours feithfully,

He Roe 1o m.
Privete Secretary,




WEST BURNABY LIBERAL ASSOCIATION 4

3526 Rumble St.,\-w-"
New Westminster, B.C.

March,28th. 1945

Rt. Hon. W.L.McKenzie King,

Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Sir:-

The West Burnaby Liberal Association at its last

regular monthly meeting, unanimously passed the following

resolution: -

" That as part of the post-war policy, all persons

of Japanese origin be returned to Japan."

Respectfully Youss

C,{jmﬁm

( Mrs. W.J. Cook) ct. Treas.



y Copy 491 Somerset Street W.,
Ottawa, Onte.
July 5, 1 _
” T EXTERNAL Al I
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The Rt. Hon. W.L.Mackenzie King, : :
File NO,:i 1 L V“"

ERast Block,
Parliament Bldgs.
Sub._ D ( e

Ottawa, Ont .

Sir:
nt success of your

May I congratulate you on the rece
Party in the Dominion general electlon. I also should like to
ain entry into the House

express my pleasure at seelng your cert
of Commons through the constituency of Glengarrye.
cclamation and the victory of the

We rejoice at your own a
Liberal Party, which mean a guarantee for the progress and good
government of Canada, and the world at large.
We are grateful that, under your guldance and statesmanshilp,
Canada has done the most magnificent work in this war. We can only
acknowledge this by saying that this was possible only with the
Liberal Party in power under your leadership.
Your devotion to the causes of peace and humanity has had
nce I have been able to

a profound impression on my mind, ever si

read the English language. I am of the opinlon that your place

in Canada's history will perhaps surpass that of MacDonald and
try will accomplish in the

Laurier, in the light of what thls coun
future, due to your efforts and foresightedness.

Speaking of myself, I am an unnaturalized Japanese living
almost twenty-nine years in Canada, but I am proud to call Canada
as my spiritual and physical home In every sense of the word., I
would die for Canada at any time, but never for Japan.

aturalized Canadian and vote,

Legally I can not become a n
which I regard is a great privilege. The fact that I entered
tomatically bars all these and, according to the
rted after the war.

Canada 1llegally au
Minister of Mines and Resources, I may be depo

and the fact that Canada is at war

In spite of all this,
ve and gratitude for Canada and the

with Japan can never alter my lo
Canadians, to whom I am so heavily indebted.

Please regard this little note of congratulation for

yourself personally, and may God bless you.
Yours truly,
(Sgd.) HENRY K.AKAMATSU.



Copy
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
Eden Ave,, and Donahue St. = Mt. Auburn

Cinoinnati, Chio f

Burton S. W, 3111. Minister. / dal )__f 4
| April 21st, 1945. / |

Hon. W.L. Mackenzie King,
Parliament Buildings,

Ottawa, Canada.

Dear Mr. King.
ted States,

As a Canadian Citizen, living in the Unl
I have had many reasons to be proud of my country and of the
leadership which you have glvene

capable and excellent
T am greatly disturbed however, by the recent report
of the announced policy, of the Security 6ommisaion, concerning
eople in Canada who are of Japanese ancestry. y of
a background of what 1s now an

those ?
Canadals citizenry have come from
It has been found that the majorlty of those

ughly

enemy nation.
people are loyal, dependable citlzens who believe thoro
in the democratic way of life. I belleve that thils 1s true of
not only occidentals, but also of orientals. You will agree z
am sure, that when a country such as Canada makes regulations
for people, on the basis of ancestry, or color; rather than on
the basis of loyalty or disloyalty; we are following a pattern
which 1s neither democratic or christlan, and against which we
have in the United Nations, been atruggling and paylng the
bitter price of the best in manhood, womanhood and materials, during

these war years,

I have followed the reports concerning the people of

Japanese Ancestry in thils country. I have also had the privilege
1ly and it has been established

of knowing many of them persona
without question that the majority of them are as loyal as any
is not surpassed.

other personse. Thelr record in combat, as well,
together

I write this letter out of my deep concern
for a world in which

with yourself and a multitude of others,
justice, right and peace shall prevails And I trust that Canada
under, your leadership, will not follow this pattern of raclsm. 1

Yours respeotrullg.
(Sgdo) Burton S. W, Hill |



Copy
by the North Lonsdale

The following resolution was passed
Liberal Association, North Vancouver, B.C. at thelr regulir
epUle

monthly business meeting, held on the evening of Wed.
13th, 19544.
olicy with regard to the

WHEREAS the Canadian Government's post war :
Japanese in Canada, as announced in the House of Commons by the
provides for the total excluslon of

Prime Minister, put briefly,
Japanese immigration after the war, the return to Japan of all ‘
Japanese in Canada who have been proved disloyal, and the dis-

so as to avold

tribution of the Japanese remaining, across Canada,
the concentration of residence that proved such a difflcult obstacle
to assimilation prior to this war,
WHEREAS the concentration of Japanese prior to this war was in British
Columbia, and more notably in Vancouver and surroundlng districts,
Island, and the coastal areas of British Columbia, the
in the neighborhood of \

Vancouver
number of Japanese in British Columbla belng
|

22,000 and 1000 in other Provinces,

WHEREAS many outspoken British Columbians, including the present “anadian \
Government's own member from British Columbia, have declared =as 1
their opinion that Caneda will not solve the Japanese problem unless i
all Japanese, regardless of whether they are "Loyal" or "Disloyal"
Japanese, are shipped out or excluded from Cansada,

WHEREAS degrees of loyalty are variable and it would appear to be very
difficult for any board appointed by the Canadian Government to
handle this problem, to draw a sharp distinction as to which Japanese
are "Loyal"™ or "Disloyal",

WHEREAS the Japanese population in Canada has proved to date their non-
assimilability, many having been proved disloyal to Canada the
country of their adoption or birth, as the case may be, and the
rapid birthrate among Japanese, as compared to the average birth-

rate of the balance of population in Canada, could cause untold

trouble to future Canadian generations,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the North Vancouver Federal Liberal
Association respectfully urge upon the Government of Canada, that
they pass legislation providing for the total exclusion of Japanese

from Canada, now forming a part of the populatlion of Canada, and

regardless of whether they were born in Canada or not.



NOTES FOR INTERVIEW OVER CKWX,
543 Seymour Street,
TUESDAY, MARCH 20th, 1945,
2:15 p.n.

ITNIERVIEWER: It is now my pleasant duty to introduce to this redio audience
Dr. Norman F. Black, who, in this provinge and eleewhere, ies
widely known as an educator, author and student of sociel
problems. Realizing that he must be keenly interested in
recent press amnouncements regurding Camadian policies
relative to persons of Japanepse stock who are resident in
Canadea, CKWX has invited Dr. Black to give an interview in
which he will be agked to coument upon the Federal proposals.

Dr. Black, I understend that you are President of an
agsociation known ap Vancouver Congultative Council. Will
you please tell us something of ite nature and purposes?

Early in the course of the War, a public meeting of members

DR. BLACK:
and delegoetes of a congiderable number of religious, philen-

thropic and cultural bodies, broadly representative of all
political parties and religious denominations, took steps for
the organigzation of the body known as Vancouver Congultative

Couneil, Its special function is to provide a well informed

crose section of publie¢ opinion relative to problems of
citigenship arising from or influenced by wertive conditione.
/mong the problems to which most attention has been devoted is
that of the Jepenese Canadisns and Japanese nationals residing

in this country.

INTERVIEWER: Then we were right in assuming thet you and your colleagues are
greatly interested in the propeosale end informetion which in

recent days has been issued by Canada and bear upon a solution

of thet problem?

DR, BLACK: These announcements have interested us enormously though they

add remarkably little to the pronouncement made in the House
of Cormone on August 4th, 1944, by the Prime Minister. That
‘\

section of the public shering the piint of view of Vancouver
Congultative Couneil has been anxiously awaiting the clarificetion

[ | .



2.
of Federal policies reletive to Canadian residente of Japunese
stoek and, particularly, to those of that stock who are Britieh

subjects and citizens of Canada.

Whet is your attitude towerds proposals for the more or less per=

TNTERV IEWER?®
panent dispersion of theee people throughout the Canndian

provinces?

DR. BLACK3 From the first the Consultotive Council hess been anxiously sware
of difficulties that might arise were sny large number of evaguees
suddenly to return to the coamstal area and, from the first, we have
edvocated the geographical and occupationnl dispersion of Japanese

Ccanadiens. To such digpersion the Federal smuthorities have long

been committed.
mentation of such & policy hes been extravegent racism cultiveted

in British Colunbia itself by political oppmmm’. However,
though the govermment's policles, ae officially announced by the

The prineipal obstecle in the way of the imple=

Prime Minipter lest August, have had the undivided support of only
one political party, and thet a section of Hie Majesty's loyal
opposition, this is & matter invelving the mpplication of traditions

of British fair play and of ethiecul principles over which there

should be no divigion along Partisan lines. The Vancouver Daily

Province has set an excellent example in this connection and

deserves the gratitude of =1l Ceanadiang, no matter what may be
No social problem is solved rightly

their political affilietions.
I believe that Mr. King

 until or unlees it ie solved righteously.
ip seeking a righteous solution and thet all loyml Canediens should

be strengthening his hands in this regerd.

There are people, are thcri not, who look upon the government pro=

posals as impracticable! Can you tell us anything regarding the

reaction of the Japanese themselves to regent ennouncements?

INTERVIEWERS

DR, BLACK: I have informetion from reliable scources that these announcemente

have nade the Japenese more disturbed end unsettled than ever.

Many of them interpret the official bulleting in such terms es

“For God's sake, plesse go back to Japan = or elsel! * To date

it has hot been mede plein, to those who are anxiousg to maintein
their British citizenship, just what help they may expect in re=



establighment in permmnent Eastern homes. Many unfortunate circum=

gtances have combined to shake the morale of the people in the con=
centration camps of British Columbiam. Anxieties have been arou sed by

the disruption of femilies, by the uncertainty and inedequacy of pro=

tection mgainst discriminatory treatment and by the failure of the
government ms yet to make evident just how far it is willing to go in

agsisting the re-establighment of evacuees who act upon its invitation

to go East.
INTERVIEWER!: What further steps on the government's part would you suggest?

A clue to the correct policy might be sought in consideration of what we

DR, BLACK:
would have done, if, for purposes of national security, it had been

necessary to evacuate from their homes any considerable number of
Canadian residents and citizens of Ogcidental stock. There can be

(no doubt that their real property would have been expropriated at a
fair price and thot the Federal authorities would have accepted any

necessary financial responsibility for their economic re-establish-

J ment in other parts of the Dominion.

Do you believe that the provinces cen be induced to give the necessary

INTERVIEWER:
co=operation to the Federal government's dispersal policies?

I think that there is no reason for despair in this connection. Premier

DR. BLACK:
Douglas of Sagkatchewen last week officially announced the willingness

of his Province to co=operate with the Dominion for a wise solution

I do not think that Mr. Douglas is the only provine-

of the problem.
For any Provincial gov=-

cial Premier who is also a loyal Cenadian.
ernnent to assume extra-legal and extraeconstitutional powers for the

exclusion of any class of Canadian citizens from its borders, and thus

to render the necessary federal policies impossible, would be something

1

very difficult to defend.

INTERVIEWER: Have you any comment to meke upon the suggestion that no Japanese are
to be allowed to remain or settle west of the Rocky Mounteins?

As I read the official documents they contain no such suggestion.

DR. BLACK:
It

British Columbia is still a province in the Dominion of Canada,
has long and justly complained of the formerly settled tendency of
Canadiens, East of the Rockies, to luok upon the Jepanese quvstion



4.

as & Britigh Columbian problem rather than ap o national problem.

If this province refuses to carry ites share of the tesk devolving
upon the Canadian provinces ns o whole, the Japanese problem will

inevitably be restored to ite doorstep, where it has already been

for so many years.

INTERVIEWER: But how ere these people to be prevented from leaving homes apsigned them
and returning to Britigh Columbia?

DR. BLACK: In the first place, it should be realized that many of the Japenese
Canadians elready Emst of the Rockies show no inclination ever to
return to the scenes of former humilintion and disester. Yhat we

have to realize is that for successful and permanent dispersion these
people require conpiderable mseistance and it has been suggested, for
exsmple by Mr. T,F. MeWilliems of Kelowna, a lawyer who hes studied

this problem very dippassiomately, that such essistence might be con=

ditioned upon promige to remain for ten years in the provinces to which

the evecuees shall have been spsigned. Personally, I am inclined to the

view that the only way to restrain free men from change of residence ie
to moke their economic interests coincide with the interests of all
Canada in preventing premature and vholesale removals f{rom place to
place. These people must be allowed to mequire and must be sssisted

in acquiring whatever real property is necessery for ghelter or neans

| of livelihood. That will give them & pteke in their comrunity which

they are unlikely to be willing to forfeit.

INTERVIEWER: And what is the elternative to all this?

The alternative is the resurgence of very serious rocial difficulties

DR, BLACK?
The elternstive is the acceptance of policies

in British Columbia,
based primarily on wartime paseions.
the principles of Britieh fuoir pley and Christian ethics.
tive is for Canadians to cormit themeelves to policies thet might be

contributery to & future alignment of the nations on the btagis of colour.
I em not en easy optimist; neither am I so confirmed & peesinmist

as to believe thet the Canadian people will make such a choice &s

The alternative is to jettison
The alterna=

that,



2 4
BOARD OF TRADE

PRINCETON
Princeton, B.C.

December 20, 1944,
Right Hon., W.L,Mackenzie King,

Prime Minister of Canada,
Ottawa, Ontario,

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:
re: JaEanese.

A copy of the letter to you from the Kamloops Board
dated October 21, 1944 , had been sent to me from

of Trade,

Kamloops and was read to a regular monthly meeting of thils
Board, held on November 20th, After considerable discusslon
then it was tabled for the attention of the next regular

meeting on December 18th.,
On that date there was a formal debate on the question

of Japanese repatriation, and as a result a resolution was passed
to have me write to advise that this Board endorses the stand

taken by the Kamloops Board of Trade as expressed in the sald
letter of October 21st,

We would also respectfully draw attentlon to
consideration of the serious competition of the Japanese in the
industries of Agriculture, Fishing, and Logging in British

Columbia as further reason for being in favour of the

repatriation after World War II of all persons in Canada of
I would be glad of the favour of an early

Japanese origin.,
reply.

I am, Right Honourable Sir,
Yours very truly,

(sgd.) J.0.C.KIRBY

Secretary,

C.M.G.,

e ——————
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Rt. Hon. W. L. McKenzie King,

=~/
Ottawa, Ontario. /szégﬁﬁ

Prime Minister of Canada,

Dear Sir:
At a recent meeting of the National Executive

Committee of the Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire,

the following resolution, which was passed by the Provincial

Chapter of the Order in British Columbia, was endorsed, and

I was instructed to forward it to you for the consideration

of the Government of 0@anada.

"WHEREAS the Canadian Government's post war
policy with regard to the Japanese in Canada, as
announced in the House of Commons by the Prime Minister,
put briefly, provides for the total exclusion of
Japanese immigration after the war, the return to Japan
of all Japanese in Canada who have been proven disloyal,
and the distribution of the Japanese remaining, across
Canada, so as to avoid a concentration of residence that

proved such a difficult obstacle to assimilation prior
to this present war, and

WHEREAS the concentration of Japanese prior to
this present war was in British Columbia, and more notably

in Vancouver and surrounding districts, Vancouver Island,
and the coastal areas of British Columbia, the number of
Japanese in British Columbia being in the neighborhood of

22,000, and 1000 in other Provinces, and



"

IMPERIAL ORDER DAUCHTERS OF THE EMPIRE AND CHILDREN OF THE EMPIRE (JUNIOR BRANCH)

—f =
inclgd@ng

WHEREAS many outspoken British Columbians,
the present Canadian Government's own Minister from British
Columbia, have declared as their opinion that Canada will

regard-

not solve the Japanese problem unless all Japanese,
less of whether they are 'loyal! or 'disloyal! Japanese,
are shipped out or excluded from Canada, and

WHEREAS degrees of loyalty are variable and it would
appear to be very difficult for any board appointed by the

Canadian Government to handle this problem, to draw a sharp
distinction as to which Japanese are loyal or disloyal, and

WHEREAS the Japanese population in Canada has proved to

date their non-assimilability, many having been proved

disloyal to Canada, the country of their adoption or birth,
and the rapid birthrate among Jananese,

as the case may be,

as compared to the average birthrate of the balance of

population in Canada, which could cause untold trouble and a

menace to future generations of Canadians,
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Provincial Chapter

of British Columbia, Imperial Order Daughters of the Empire,

respectfully urge upon the Government of Canada that they
include, as an integral part of the Peace terms, provision
for the total exclusion from Canada of Japanese who now form
a part of the population of Canada, whether they were born

in Canada or not."

Yours very truly,//ﬁggjizyt4//
( \

s. L. B. Smart)
NATIONAL SECRETARY.
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Ottava, september 26, 1944,

P ———
EXTERNAL AFF
—--.___‘__v___“- i

We Jo Humilton, Esq., A
Secretary, _ S
Victoria Buillders® Ixchange, L ¢ No, 5 64_‘ V/ 7/0
. L./

v1°t°r1. ’ B. c.
: Sub Chro

Dear Sir:

'he Frime Minister has asked me to

scknowledge your letter of the 18th of Joptonmber

and to say that he will bring to the attention

of the appropriaste suthorities the representations

which you have made on behalf of the nenbers

of the Victoria Builders® Exchange, Ltd,, with

regard to the disposition of Japsnese in Canada,
Yours raithfully,

He R, L, Henry,
Private Secretary,

Hi/up

s ~ Yours very truly,
Victoria Build ers' Exchange,

LLA A = g

IR T IO



W, . HAMILTON, BECRETARY
Victoria Builders’ & Ld
I 4 -
REGISTERED OFFICE: 1712 DOUGLAS STREET

VICTORIA, B.C.
Sept. 18, 1944.

The night Honorable
W.L. Moskenzie sing,

Frime minister,
House of Commons, vttawa.

vear oir:
we wish to register our opinion as a representative group in this
area regarding the re-entry of the Japanese into various industries

on this coast.
First, we feel that public statements such as that recently attributed

to mr. A. McNamara, virector of National Selective Service, are to be
deplored at this time. The war with Japan is not yet concluded and there-
fore Government officials should refrain from statements that can only
serve to bring comfort to our enemies and create dissension among our

own people.
Second, we contend that the policy previously announced from Ottawa,

whereby all Japanese would be axamined to determine which are disloyal
in order that these might be deported and the loyal ones allowed to
remain in Canada, although not to congregate in large groups as formerly ,

is a policy without hope of practical application, and therefore, utter-

ly meaningless.
Third, we would urge your Government to devise a policy on the Japanese

}quextion which will be acceptable to the people of the rrovinge of
British Columbia, as we can assure you that the large majority of the
people of this Frrovince are not prepared to have the Japanese return to

If we do not

the position they formerly occupied in British Columbia.
have the right to deport all Japanese, we should at least adopt restrict-

ive measures against them in order that the bulk of their number will be
encouraged to return to Japan. If the Japanese were not allowed to own
property or to obtain trades licences, or fishing licences, in British
Columbia, we are of the opinion that many of them would not wish to re-
main here and would go elsewhere, and for this reason we urge the adoption
of such restrictive measures if wholesale deportation is not feasible.
Such measures would constitute racial discrimination but would, in our
opinion, forestall future racial discension of muech more serious propor-

tions; We are,
Yours very truly,
Victoria Build ers' Exchange,

per__&(’g,/owwm
secretary

WJH/vh



London, Ontarlo
June 29, 1944
L AFFAIRS RECOR

EXTERNAL A

—— e -

To The Right Honourable William Lyon McKenzie King, P.C.,
Prime Minister of Canada and Minister of External Affairs,
[ File No.3 4 ¢ & - /- Lo

Ottawa, Canada.
Sir: -
Sub.=Z Chron._s”_ Filed —
Re: Canadian Residents of Japanese Ancestr&.

The London Japanese Advisory Committee appeals to you for fair
Yy groups, particularly one which is in special

treatment of minorit
ng from unjust discrimination at the present time,

danger of sufferil
namely, the Canadian residents of Japanese extraction.
Church, school and labour groups are represented on our London
o stand for the entire community,
the views of a number of thoughtful, public-

have already received

Committee; though it makes no claim t
her sections of Canada.

we feel that it sets forth
We understand that you, Sir,

spirited citizens.
appeals on this subject from similar groups in ot
first, we contend that

The basls of our plea is two-fold:
al minority is un-Christian, and that Canada
second, Canada is now

diserimination against a raci
8s a Christian country should not tolerate it;
Tighting for democracy and for fair treatment of minorities. Are we to
permit at home an infringement of the very rights for which our men are
fighting abroad? We abhor race prejudice as manifested by the Nazis.
Are we going to allow it to flourish in Canada? ‘
panese Canadians have experienced hardship in

Government regulations prevent evacuees from acquiring

Already the Ja
places of business in the provinces where they have

several respects.
permanent homes or
At the same time there has been in British Columbia
operty which was left in care of the custodian.
e people under

recently settled.
a forced sale of pr

proposed disenfranchisement of thes
Act.

Finally, there is the
the Dominion Elections
The point on which we wish to addr
is the suggested repatriation of Canadian
We submit, Sir, that the word "repatriation" is a misnomer when applied
to those who are Canadian citizens by birth or naturalization. To deport
people who have been born in Canada, educated in Canadian schools and
imbued with Canadian ideals would be a gross miscarriage of justice. We
urge also that it would be unjust to deport Japanese nsationsls who are
untry, observant of its laws and desirous of

legally present in this co
Only undesirables and those other persons who wish

remaining in Canada.
to return to Japan can in fairness be deported.
We see no reason why

What then, is to be done with the remainder?
each of the provinces cannot absorb its share of these law-abiding,
industrious people who will form only a very small percentage of the total
population. In spite of the handicap of a sense of insecurity and
uncertainty as to their future status, the great majority of those who have
been relocated have proved themselves good employees. If freed from the
handicap of insecurity and permitted to earn their living in the occupations
for which their train ng and experience qualify them, they should make a

ess you particularly, however,
residents of Japanese ancestry.
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~thwhile contribution to community and national life.

if In conclusion, we would reiterate our appeel that unreasoning
pre judice may not control Canada's dealings with these unfortunate
We count on you, Sir, the responsible leader of the Canadian
an action which

people.
people, to prevent the deportation of Canadian cltizens;
would be un-Christian and unworthy of a nation of high ideals.

In confidence that this appeal will be welcomed by you, we remain,
Very respectfully yours,
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Edmoaton Journal
Ao Mampe e Mr. H. L. Keenleyside,
Halifax Madl Department of External Affairs
OTTAWA, Canada,
Hamilton Spectator
Kingston Whig-Standard
Dear Mr. Keenleyside:
Montreal La Presse
Montreal Star
I am enclosing a copy of our report for
oo i e February 16 which deals with the problem about which
Ottawa Evening Citisen you wrote.
Prince Albert Herald

You will note the considerable difference
between the opinion in regard to Japanese non-citizens
and Japanese citizens.

Quebec L' Action Cathalique

Regina Leader-Post
B T am glad you called this to our attention
because we possibly erred in our first poll by not bring-
Sarnia Observer ing the distinction to the attention of those being inter-
AT TR viewed.
St. John Times-Globe I am enclosing for your perusal a breakdown
i bl o by provinces and for men and women.
Stratford Beacon-Herald
S o Sincerely,
Vancouver Province
Victoria Times %j
Welland Tribune Arthur A. Porter .
Bl Gk AAP: ES Managing Director,
e Enc,=2
Windsor Star

Woodstock Sentinel-Review



JAPANESE REPATRIATION

Non=Citizens
Send back Allow to remain Undecided

National 80 14 6

# Maritimes 86 9 5
Quebec 78 16 6
Ontario 80 15 5
Prairies ; 82 bl 7

# B. C. 79 14 7
lMen 81 14 5
Women 80 13 ([

Citizens : |‘l

National 33 69 8

# Maritimes 39 50 11
Quebec 31 60 9
Ontario 31 63 6
Prairies 34 58 8
# B. C. 39 51 10
Men 31 61 8
Women 35 57 8

# The margin of error in these areas is slightly greater than
that for the other breakdowns due to the relatively smaller
sample.
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GALLUP POLL OF CANADA

PUBREIX C THINKS CITIZENSHIP SHOULD B E

CRITPTERION IN HANDLING JAPANESE HERE

Most Would Send Non=citizens
Back to Japan, but Allow
Citizens to Remain Here

By CANADIAN INSTITUTE
of PUBLIC OFINION

TORONTO, Feb. 18 == While eight in every ten Canadians would send Japanese who

are not Canadian citizens packing after the war, in every province of the Dominion,
majority opinion would allow those Japanese who are citizens to remain in this country.
The sharp distinction which the average Canadian draws between citizenship and non=
citizenship is strikingly shown in the results of a cross-country opinion survey conduct-

ed by the Canadian Institute, in which, unlike an earlier survey, the two separate

aspects of the problem were delineated. Canadians representative of all types within the

population were asked, first:

"DO YOU THINK THAT JAPANESE WHO ARE NOT CANADIAN CITIZENS SHOULD BE SENT

CIFO BACK TO JAPAN AFTER THE WAR IS OVER, OR SHOULD THEY BE ALLOWED TO REMAIN
INSIGNIA

'_l IN THIS COUNTRY 7"

Canadian opinion on this side of the problem is fairly definite:

Send back seceeesecscee 80%
Allowed to Stay eeseses 14
Uhdeoided o cdirssssssesa 6

Respondents were then asked:
"DO YOU THINK THAT JAPANESE WHO ARE CANADIAN CITIZENS SHOULD BE SENT BACK TO JAPAN
AFTER THE WAR IS OVER, OR SHOULD THEY BE ALLOWED TO REMAIN IN THIS COUNTRY ?"

Send back .ooooocoooo;o 33%
Allowed to Sty eeesese 59
Undecided eseevesessecse B8

While relative to the whole Canadian population, the number of Japanese looks small

-t
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(23,149 according to the 1941 census) the fact that most of these are normally concoentrat-

ed in one Pacific Coast arca has stirred considerable discussion. Of those Japanese in
- or

Canada, estimates place the number who are not naturalized oitizena,hwho were not born
in the country, at about one quarter of the total.

One of the interesting things found in these surveys is that demand for repatriation
of the Japanese, alien or not, is in effect no stronger or weaker in British Columbia
than in other parts of Canada. When asked about non=citizens, nearly eight in every ten
porsons in British Columbie favor such a move. In the case of Canadian citizens of
Japanese origin, only about four persons in overy ten in British Columbia would send

them back to Japan after the war, Thus, British Columbian opinion is not out of line
with national opinion shown in the tables above.

However thorny the problem of Canadats Japanese minority may be , authorities can
take some consolation from the fact that it is one issue in which public opinion in all
parts of the Dominion divides in the same ratio. And to most Canadiens in every area,
the test as to whether a Japanese should be allowed to remain in the country or not is

citizenship,

=World Copyright Reserved=-

S —————————
———
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OTTAWA, January 4, 1944.

Dear Mr. Porter,
Very many thanks for your

letter of December 30. I am glad to know

you are considering the possibility of another

poll of "Japanese"matters. I should be very

much interested in learning the result.
Saul Rae has now arrived in

Algiers where we expeot he will do first class

work on General Vanler's staff.
Yours sincerely,

H. L. Keenleyside
Assistant Under Secretary of State
for External Affeirs.

Arthur A. Porter, Esquire,

Managing Director,
Publiec Opinion News Service,

38 King St. West,
Toronto, Ontario.
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Dear Mr. Reany:

Your letter of Docember 15, concerning Japanese
in Canada, which was addressed to Mr, F. C. Blair, has
been transmitted by the Immigration Branch of the Depart-
ment of Mines and Resources to the Department of External
Affairs. I am very glad to learn that you have undertaken
the responsibility of heading an organization in Hamilton
which is to attempt to find work and housing for Canedien-

born Japanese who come to that City.
I am greatly impressed by the thoughtful way
Such information

in which you are analysing this problem.
as I have leads me to believe that the Canadian-born

Japanese do not have much difficulty in their soclal
contacts once the rfirst general dislike of them is over-
The social

come and they are regarded as individuals,
contacts which they make are extremely importeant both in

maintaining their morale and self-respect and enabling
Canadians of other races to form a true picture of the

Canedian born Japanese.
As regerds the gquestion of employment, it is,
id bear a

I think, important that a man's employment shou
reasonable relationship to his intellectual and educational

qualifications whatever these may be and that very un-
desirable results may follow if highly qualified men are

confined, by custom or prejudice, to manual occupations.

I can see that in the present congestion housing
may be a serious problem, particularly as there is always

the possibility of some protest against any facilities
which are in short supply being made available to persons

of Japanese race,

G. Jo A. Reany, Esq.,
ire Assurance Company of Canada,

The Mutual L
10th Floor Pigott Building,

Hamil t$on,



I have no information as to whether or not
the Government has plans re the absorption of
Canadian-born Ja ese. The Government has not re-
pudiated or gqualified the general statement of polley
made by the Prime Minister on January l4, 1942, and
sumnarized by him later in a statement made in reply
to a question from the Honourable Member for New
wes nlster to the effect that

"Persons of Japanese race, who are Canadlans
or by naturalization, and

either by bir
Japanese nationals resident in Canada will be
No action will be taken which

Justly treated.

would give any excuse for the 1ll-treatment of

Canadians under the control of Ja « Nor will

action be rmitted which mightlffgz Ja an

excuse to lame Asiatic hostility against the
canadlan policies will march in

white race,
step with those of Britain and the United Stales."

It has in practice been fouud neceasary to take

certaln measures, particularly with reference to property
held by Japanese,which were not envisaged when this state-

ment was made but there has been no announcement of de~
end it is still useful

parture from the general principles
to quote the eoncluding paragraph of the statement.

"Tt will be recognized that Canadlan citizens

of Japanese race have been placed in a very
They are being asked %o

dirfficult position,
bear with patlience inevitable hardships and
losses. A situation of this kind can only bde
effectively met by an equal meesure of
tolerance and understanding on the part of

In the national

the people of Canada generally.
interest i1t is of the utmost importance that

the problem should be approached in this spirit.”
Yours sincerely,

'H.L. KEENLEYSIDE

Assistant Under Seerstary of State
for Externel Affairs.



PRESS' CLEIPPINGS

Name of Publication. . Windsor

Dec.22/43

~Stkar ..

£

Sarevem s e s e s se B EEEEEYS

Want Japs Sent Hofhé A

From Canada After War

I54 Percent Favor Repatriation; B. C. Idea Has Sh-ongt

Support in All Other Provinces

TORONTO, Dec. 22. — British
Columbians who are advocating re-
patriation of Japanese after the war
‘will be interested to know that a
majority of their fellow Canadians
would favor sending these people back
to Japan after the war.

Here is the question put to all types
of Canadians:

/ “Do you think that Japanese living

in Canada should be sent back to
Japan after the war is over, or should
they be allowed to remain in this
country?”

NOT APATHETIC

Although some British Columbians
‘have stated that the rest of Canada
'is apathetic to the problem provided
/by the Japanese who, before the war,
'were concentrated largely on the
Pacific coast, here is the way national
opinion divides on the matter:

Send back to Japan ....... 54%
Allow to remain .......... 39
adedided . e i i 1!

|
| While the largest single group in
levery province favors repatriation of
'speaking, the further an area is from
the Pacific coast, the smaller the
majority which favors repatriation. As
r'm.lght be expected, opinion supporting
sending the Jap back to Japan after
the war is strongest in the Pacific
province, where between six and seven
persons in every ten would, if the
issue were put to a vote, mark their
'ballot in favor of sending the Japan-
ese back to his native land.

While, in Quebec, opinion is almost
evenly divided on the issue, with a
slight tendency in favor of repatria-
tion, in Ontario there is definite

—_———————
“ighould those who have been moved

ed to
way from their homes be allow
:emzn to their homes after the war
is over?” 2
Nearly all those Canadians w'h;:
oppose yepatriation would like to =
the Japanese returned to their hom:
in Canada after the WAr,
The poll found that farm Areas an::
small towns ACross Canada are m;.la
in favor of giving the Japanese
coat and hat after the war than are

| citizens in the larger centres. In cities

over 100,000 population, opinion is

| virtually split evenly, but in farm areas

‘all Japanese, it is true that, generally |

majority support for it:
: Ontario Quebee

 HOMES IN CANADA

viewers that they favored allow-

g t e Japanese to stay in Canada
r the war, were asked further:

Repatriate . .. 52% 47% |
“Allow 'to remain. 42 45 '
Undecided ...... 6 8

pse Canadians who told Gallup

/| about six in ten want repat.riat.lop.

Office of
The Prime Minlster

5&4‘/1/— ....... A

: T The Gallup Poll of Caﬁqdaj- u?:?



Arthur A. Porter, Managing Director
Wilfrid Sanders, Editorial Director

Public Opinion News Service @ >

THE GALLUP POLL OF CANADA

38 King St. West
TORONTO

O. J. Morris Jr., Chief Statistician

MEMBER
NEWSPAPERS

Calgary Herald
Edmoaton Joarnal
Galt Reporter
Halifax Mail
Hamilton Spectator
Kingston Whig-Standard
Moatreal La Presse
Moatreal Star
Niagara Falls Review
Ottawa Evening Citizen
Prince Albert Herald
Quebee L'Action Catholique
Regina Leader-Post
Saskatoon Star-Phoenix
Sarnia Observer
Bt. Catharines Standard
St. John Times-Globe
St. Thomas Times-Journal
Stratford Beacon-Herald
Toronto Star
Vancouver Province
Vietoria Times

Welland Tribune

B~ A Decamber 30, 1943
Vd
P

Mr. He L. Keenleyside

Dept. of External Affairs

Ottawa, Canadg

Dear Mr. Keenleyside:
I have not answered your letter of December 24th

before as I have been out of the city for a few days. I should like

to say that your point is well taken regarding the distinction bet-
ween Japanese nationals and Japanese who have become Canadian citizens.
We had intended originally to make the distinction between the two,

but a test survey, together with some Suggestions made by editors of

some of our Member Newspapers on the west coast, caused us to decide

to phrase the question on merely "the Japanese as a whole".

I certainly agree with your point of view, and think
it would be advisable for us to poll this question again and attempt
to obtain opinions regarding the repatriation of Japanese nationals

and at the same time, the sentiment which exists about the Japanese

Winnipeg Tribune

Windsor Star

Woodstock Sentinel-Review

who are Canadian citizens.

I believe it may be possible to include this in our

next opinion study, and I will be glad to send you the results, with any

. breakdowns of the information you may desire.
0 4 what io tha, faloit reva,

AAP: McC

Cordially,

ARTHUR A. P
Managing Diggg or

—
SRRV
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AYUQUOT TROLLERS CO-OPERATIVE ASS’'N
|-
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BUYING STATIONE:
KYuQuoT
KLASKISH
WINTER HBR.

UCLUELET

FPRODUCERS AND MARKETERS OF DCEAN TROLL-CAUGHT QUALITY SALMON

i'. 1124 GoOVERNMENT ST. =-:- VICTORIA, B.C.
e S December 22nd, 1942. BAMFIELD
Nt REFUGE COVE
‘Rt. Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King, P.C. | ‘ RS RIT
; y
C 2/ Z
| The -ﬁ“/‘f({/M“’_J

Prime Minister of Canada
Ottawa, Ont.
Dear ur. Prime Minister: Re: Japanese Re-patriation

At the Annual General Meeting of our Association cons&sté:;;hifgif

405 bona fide fishermen fishing up the west coast of vVancouver Island,
the guestion of re-patriation of Japanese was discussed fully and
the stand taken by our letters directed to the authorities since 1932

was confirmed.
ster to our letter dated January
8 unalterable opposition

We beg to refer the Prime Mini
8th, 1942, in which we set out the fishermen!
to the Japanese in the fishing industry and, as world affairs have
developed, we further wish to stress these points, and are now asking
that re-patriation of all Japanese in Canada be made part of the

terms of peace.

It has been firmly demonstrated during this year how easily
the Japanese can be replaced with white fishermen without curtailing
fish produetion, We, in our Association, made room for sixty more
fishermen earning a decent living on grounds where previously the
Japanese were predominant,

We would also suggest that all real property owned by Japanese,
as in the case of Ucluelet, be disposed of at a fair price to white
people so as to give the population in these places an opportunity to
get possession of their own homes instead of paying rent to the
Japanese., Our members feel that as long as the Japanese own property
the Government is doing too little to prevent them from again occupy-
ing these places at the end of the war, when it would be doubly dif-
although it is expected that the Government

ficult to remove them;
will see to it that this country is made secure for Canadians who
owe allegiance to only one Government.
"Therefore, be it resolved that the members of this Association
request the Government to re-patriate all people of Japanese birth



PRODUCERS
AND MARKETERS OF OCEAN TROLL-CAUGHT QUALITY SALMON

BUYINDO STATIONS:

KYuQuoT

KLASKISH
1124 GOVERNMENT ST.

- VICTORIA, B.C. WINTER HBR.
UCLUELET
s BAMFIELD
The Prime Minister o Doo. 288A. 1943 bt Sl
. » ®

and

movedggz-:n:]_;tt;he énd of the war, and in order to facilitate this

that might ari eir property be disposed of so as to avoid obstacles
€ht arise because of Jagpanese being property owners.™

Yours very truly,

Kyuquot Trollers Co-operative Association.
per




John K, Wells, Esq,,

Seorets
Bn:z:by Liberel Association (Provincisl niding),

4781 Pender utreet sast,
Vancouver, B, C,

Dear Sir:

f The Prime Minister has ssked me toO
acknowledge your recent undated letter embodying
@ resolution which was pessed at the annual
meeting of the Burnaby Liberel Associetion,

Provinciel Riding, regerding the disposition of
Japnnese in Canade on the conclusion of hostili-

ties,

Mr, Eing wishes me %o let you know that
the representations of this resolution will bde
brought to the attention of his colleajues,

Yours raithfully,

He Re L, Henry,
Privaete Secretery,

AL MNP
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| BURNABY LIBEHAL AGSOCIATION
/n’

Provinciel Riding

4781 Pender Otreet BEast,
Vancouver, B. C.

The Kt, Hon., W. L. Mackenzie King,
Ottawva ™

Hon., Prime Minister:

At the annual meeting of the above Assocletlion
I was instructed to forward to you the following
resolution: .

That: this Assoeiation go on record to the
efrect that all Japenese be returned to Japan on the

concluzion of hostilities, and that the attitude of the
Liberel Government regarding this issue be definitely
stated,

Furthermore will the Electorste of this Frovince
be given a voice of approval or otherwise in regard to
this vital matter.

I heve the honour to remain
Hon., Prime lMinister
Yours respecttfully

nTohn K, Wells"”

r".‘
<

Sec,
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Ottawa, January 13th, 19435.

Dear Sir,
I have been much interested to receive your

letter oX December 22nd in which you inform me of the
passed by the Kyugquot Trollers Co-operative

Resolutio
Association at their annual general meeting requesting
the Government to send to Japan after the war all persons

of Japanese blrth and descent.
I appreciate the general feeling among the
-operative that their means of livelihood
e in the post-war period. The desire
¢ security is, I believe, universal

throughout Canada. I\think that by the application of
intelligence and understanding, we can go far towards
achieving it and I look Yorward to the day when we will
be able to guarantee a godd living to all Canadians. I

is problem by your Co-operative
ods of true Democracy still

members of your C
should be made sec
for social and econo

welcome the discussion of
as the evidence that the me

operate in Canada,
While I concur in what I believe was the real

objective of your members in passing this Resolution, I

cannot accept the method of the Resblution itself. The

dictatorships which we are fighting\have built their strength

on the doctrine of super and subject ‘peoples: they have

taught hate as an incentive to action.\ We might win the

war, but we cannot win the peace by adopting the teachings

and methods of our enemies which have alkeady brought

I believe \that the future

misery to the world's peoples.
equire’ government

of Canada and the welfare of all Canadians
without favour or discrimination on account Qf race, creed
or language. Ve cannot depart from the guidiyg principles

which, although sometimes obscured, have made
democratic nations great without ourselves beind the first

to suffer,
Yours sincerely,

lManaging Secretary,

Kyuguot Trollers Co-operative

Ass'n.,
1124 Government St.,
Vancouver, B.C.
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Copy sent to Secretary of
State Department.
Oct.30/42/U.

October 30th, 1942.
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Dear Mr. Sharp,- 1 e L#‘ff'

Your letter of October 27th,
concerning the investments of Canadians in
Japan and of Japanese in Canada, is being
referred to the Custodian of Enemy Property
who, as you are no doubt aware, 1s the
Secretary of State. It is the Custodlan
alone who could give this information with
any accuracy but the Department of External
Affalrs is doubtful whether any short state-
ment could be made which would give a clear
Picture of a very complicated situation.
This Department is also doubtful as to the

expediency of making any figures on this
subject public at the present time. These
are, however, matters for the Custodien's
consideration.

Yours sincerely,

5G9 % i
L Lt('“]t‘y"‘.fu 3
Assistant Under-Secretary of

State for External Affairs.

E. Lambert Sharp, Esq.,
8750 Aisne Street,
Vancouver, B. C.
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f 8750 Aisne Street

\

Vf! ‘ Vancouver, B.C.
%QW' S October 27th, 1942.
i .

Provineial Secretary,
Department of External Affairs

Ottawa,

Dear Sir:

I em writing an article for Maclean's Magazine, Toronto,
on the Japanese situation here in British Columbia.

AS you may have heard, there is strong agitation here for
the repatriation of all Japasnese in Canada.

So few people realize the comnlications in such a course,
that I am trying to point out a few significant facts,

in the artiecle.

That iscwhy I am I-&® asking for information regarding the
approximate amount of, or value of, British and Canadian
holdings and investments in Japan, and Japanese holdings,

monies, investments, here in Canada.
I hope that you will be gble to give me this information.

Sincerely yours,

A

E,Lambert Sharp
8750 Aisne Street
Vancouver, B,C,



October 27, 1942.
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Dear Mr. Godwin:

The Prime Minister has asked me to
acknowledge your letter of October 21lst con-
cerning the resolution passed by the Vancouver
City Council advocating the repatriation of
persons of Japanese race and to thank you for

your kind wishes to him personally.

Mr. King deeply appreciates the humani-

tarian and-Ghmietdan spirit which prompted you
to write as you did, and wishes me to assure

you that your representations will be brought
to the attention of the appropriate authorities.

Yours sincerely,

Hugh Ll. Keenleyside

Assistant Under Secretary of State
for External Affairs.

Mr. John Godwin,
1l Aberdeen Block,
84 Lonsdale Avenue,
Vancouver, B.C.



Dr. H. L. Keenleyside,
Assistent Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs,

0T T AW

Dear Doctor Keenleyside:

Herewith for your information and comments
is copy of Resolution passed by Vancouver City Council
concerning postwar disposition of the Japanese who formerly L
resided in that region. :

Yours very truly,

éLNA,_ah,Jw\ﬂnAAAJVV’//

Associate Deputy Minister
(A. MacNamara)

Encl.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution
be forwarded to the Prime Minister of Canada and otherp Members
of his Cabinet, as well as to all Members of Parliament re-
presenting British Columbia constituencies.

- Carried,

i o oy g, g
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COPY OF RESOLUTION PASSED BY VANCOUVER CITY

COUNCIL ON OCTORER 20TH, 1942. AR
Moved b

- ¥ Aldernp
Seconded by 'an Geo. Buscombe,

< Alderman H. L. Core
the Tgﬁl WHEREAS prior to the ozibreak of the present war
was § Sence in Vancouver of persons of the Japanese race
thinqsc:nstﬂnt source of irritation; owing among other
- O unfair labor and business practices;

AND WHEREAS the experience of the last few decades has
:ﬁogntthat assimilation of the two races in impossible; and
~na he

Japanese standard of living is lower than that of
the Canadian people ;

AND WHEREAS as a necessary result of the action of the
Imperial Japanese Govermment in making war upon our Empire,

the Japanese population of Vancouver is being removed from
the Coast of this Province;

AND WHEREAS the dislocations caused by the removal of
Japanese from the fishing, lumbering, agricultural and other
industries will be ad justed so that when peace comes we shall
find that our own people are regularly carrying on all the ac-
tivities which had formerly fallen into the hands of the Jap-
anese;

AND WHEREAS it would be most unwise at a time when our

own returned men will be seeking re-establishment in civil life
to permit the Japanese to return and repeat the process of in-

filtration into business and industry which had become such a
source of irritation during the years immediately prior to the
war;

AND WHEREAS for many years it will be impossible for per-
sons of the Japanese race to expect sympathetic consideration

from our people and in their own interest it will be better for
them to join their own countrymen in Japan;

AND WHEREAS the other Provinces of Canada have shown a

disinclination to assume any portion of the burden of our pres-
ent Japanese problem:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that this City Council do pet-
ition the Government of Canada to take in hand as one of its
postwar problems the question of the repatriation of all Jap-
anese-born persons resident in Canada: and the setting up of
a tribunal to enguire into the loyalty of all Canadian-born
bersons of the Japanese race, with power to order the removal

to Japan of any whose loyalty to this country is not definitely
established; and that the continued residence in Canade of
Canadian-born Japanese be contingent upon the setting up of

such tribunal and a fair distribution of their numbers among
all the Provinces of Canada:

and that such proportion shall
be maintained;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this Resolution
be forwarded to the Prime Ministe

r of Canada and other Members
of his Cabinet, as well as to all Members of Parliament re-

presenting British Columbia constituencies.

- Carried,



October 27, 1942.

i 7t/
L ub / .{/ Chron. L /|

Dear Sir:

The Prime Minister has asked me to
acknowledge your letter of October 2lst
transmitting a resolution passed by the
Vancouver City Council on the 20th instant
and advocating the repatriation after the
war of persons of Japanese racial origin.
The representations made therein are being

brought to the attention of the appropriate
authorities.

Yours very truly, |

|
£A 3
dieys

Assistant Under Secretary of State
for External Affairs.
Mr. Fred Howlett,
City Clerk,
Vancouver, B.C.
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CiTty
CLERKS OFFICE

FRED HOWLETT. J. P
CiITY CLERARRK

VANCOUVER,B.C.

October 21, 1942.

The Right Honourable William Lyon Mackenzie King,
Prime Minister of Canada,
OTTAWA, Canada.
Sir:
[
Proposed Japanese Repatriation.

I beg to notify you of the following Resolution
which was passed by the Vancouver City Council on the 20th
instant, regarding the above-noted subject:

"WMoved by Alderman Geo. Buscombe,

Seconded by Alderman H.L. Corey,
THAT WHEREAS prior to the outbreak of the

present war the presence in Vancouver of persons
of the Japanese race was a constant source of ir-

ritation; owing among other things to unfair la-

bor and busines ractices;
AND WHEREAS the experience of the last

few decades has shown that assimilation of the
and that the Japanese

two races is impossible; japanese
standard of living is lower than that of the
Canadian people.

AND WHEREAS as a necessary result of the

action of the Imperial Japanese Government in
maxing war upon our Empire, the Japanese popula-
tion of Vancouver is being removed from the Coast

of this Province;
AND YHEREAS the dislocations caused by

the removal of Japanese from the fishing, lum-
bering, agricultural and other industries will
be adjusted so that when peace comes we shall
find that our own people are regularly carrying
on all the activities which had formerly fallen

into the hands of the Japanese;

(over)
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SITY
CLERKS OFFICE

TELEPHONE FAIRMONT 2711

FRED HOWLETT.J.P
CITY CLERK

VANCOUVER,B.C.

i TAND WIHEREAS it would be most un-
; wise at a time when our own returned menwill
§ be seeking re-establishment in civil life to
j permit the Japanese to return and repeat the
: process of infiltration into business and in-

f dustry which had become such a source of irri-
]
¥
{

} (continued)
]
3

tation during the years immediately prior to

the war;

AND WHEREAS for many years it will
be impossible for persocns of the Japanese race
to expect sympathetic consideration from our
people and in their own interest it will be
better for them to join their own countrymen

; in Japan;

AND WHEREAS the other Provinces of
Canada have shown a disinclinatjon to assume
any portion of the burden of our present Jap-
anese problem;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that
this City Council do petition the Government
of Canada to take in hand as one of its post-
'1 war problems the question of the repatriation

of all Japanese-born persons resident in
1 Canada; and the setting up of a tribunal to
encuire into the loyalty of all Canadian-born
with power to

persons of the Japanese race
order the removal to Japan of any whose loyalty

to this country is not definitely established;

and that the continued residence in Canada of
Canadian-born Japanese be contingent upon the
setting up of such tribunal and a fair distri-
bution of their numbers among all the Provinces
of Canada; and that such proportion shall be
maintained;
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that cop-

ies of this Resolution be forwarded to the Prime

(over)
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3 CLERK'S OFFICE 2
TELECPHONE FAIRMONT 2711
FRED HOWLETT,. JU. P
CITY CLERK
VANCOUVER,B.C.
—=
(continued)
"linister of Canada and other Members of
~ his Cabinet, as well as to all Members
of Parliament representing British Col-
umbia constituencies.
- Carried.M
Yours faithfully,
CI CLERK.
FH:MH
b¥ 1+




MB/MB

Qotober 6, 1942,

Dear Sir:

The Prime Minister has asked me to
acknowledge your letter of September 29th,
concerning the repatriation of persons of
Japanese origin after the war. Your rep-
resentations have been noted and are being
brought to the attention of the appropriate

authorities for consideration.
Yours faithfully,

H. L. Keenleyside

Assistant Under Secretary of State
for External Affairs.

Mr. S. Mussallem,
Reeve of Maple Ridge,
Haney, B. C. l



MB/MB

)
Ooctober 1, 1942,
! v -
EXTFRN(Em
| File No. 346 4 - |
|sm /] L9

Dear Mr. Crowe:

The Prime Minister has asked
me to acknowledge your letter of September }
23rd, enclosing a copy of your communication |
to the Mayor of Vancouver concerning the |
movement for the repatriation of persons
of Japanese origin after the war.

Mr. King appreciates very much

the thoughtful consideration which you have
given to this problem and the spirit which

prompted you to write as you did.
Yours sincerely,

Assistant Under Secretary of State
for External Affairs. '

Mr. Clarence B. Crowe,
4522 West 6th Avenue,
Vancouver, B.C.
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September 29,

The Right Honourable MacKenzie King,

Prime Minister of Canada,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Deaer Honourable Sir:
An advertisement, inserted in

the Maple Ridge Gazette, celling for expression of

Fublic opinion on whether the Japanese should be
allowed to return to their holdings in Maple Ridge

after the cessation of hostilities resulted in a
general condemnation of any proposal that might be
made for their reinstatement.

While credit was given to them
in a few cases for their industry, it was felt that
they were a detriment to the white community, their
ideas not coinciding with those of other residents.
Their treachery at Pearl Harbour, and their cruelty
to Canadians at Hong Kong being held as undesirable
characteristics in people who would have to be con-
gidered as neighbours. The impossibility of as-

similation into the Canadian race of such people was
It was also stated that in business

also stressed.
the Jepanese had dealt among themselves and their
own nationals, never doing business with white people
unless there was no other way out.
The consensus of opinion is that
the Custodian of Jepanese Property should sell all
and all Japanese,

Japanese held lands at this time,
whether naturalized or not, be sent to Japan, their

presence here being unde31rable.



2 -- Right Honoursble W. L. MacKenzie King.
In case this is not possible,

the people of Meple Ridge feel, that if the Japanese
must remain in Canaeda after the cessation of hos-
tilities, they should be distributed across Canada
in pro. ratio numbers to white population of each
Frovince end centre. Maple Ridge has been over-

run be them.
Personally, I prefer the original

Japanese settler to the second generation. The or-
iginals knew that Japan was no place to live in, and
they were content to live in British Columbia. The
second generation is ignorant of real conditions in
Jepan but have national conceit. They are ambitious
that Jepan should rule here, and they be under their
They entirely overlook the

own national Government.
educational and other advantages they have received.

They show in their opinions an aptitude for the same
treachery and low morals seen in the Japanese of Japan.

The dislike of the Japanese in
Illeple Ridge is not a result entirely of the war. An-
imosity against them hes been growing for & number of
years owing entirely to their lack of what it takes
to be a good Canadian. They have still remained in
ideals and action, and have failed utterly to establish
themselves as members of the Community. Anything they
have done has been entirely in their own interests,
and they have not inspired Public respect or confidence.

Yours truly,

W

Reeve of Maple Ridge.
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4522 West 6th Avenue

Vancouver, B, C,
September 23, 1942

Right Hon. W.L, Mackenzie King,
Prime Minister of Canada,

Ottawa, Canada,

Dear Sir,

I take the liberty of writing to you concerning a matter
that I feel to be of sufficient importance to warrant my bringing

it to your notice even at this time when heavy problems weigh
upon you, and to justify the hope that you will find time to
give it a place in your thoughts for the good of Canada and the
furtherance of the ideals we fight for,

g pressure to bear upon the

I refer to the movement to brin
Canadian Covermnment to do something less than justice to the
in British Columbia,

people of Japanese origin who have been living
and I would respectfully call your attention to the enclosed copy
of a letter I have written to lMr, J.W. Cornett, lMayor of Vancouver

upon this matter,

Yours very truly,

cz;fiz—mdaafc—e4L /éﬂ 65;14~¢4‘e_,

Clarence B, Crowe




4522 Wost 6th Avonuo

Vancouvor, D, C,
23rd Soptcmbor 1942

Copics to tho following:
Richt Honourablo W,.L, lMacXonzio King, Primec Ministor

lxr, Howard Grcon
The Editor, Vancouver Sun,

Tho Editor, Vancouvor Provinco

The Editor, Vancouver Nows=Harald
Members of the Vancouver City Council

ir, G,laydon Stewart,

Ioyor J,7,Cornott,
City Hall,
Vancouver, B,C.

Dear Sir,

I writc consorning tho movement of waich you are roported to bo
& gupporter and to which tho Vancouvor Sun has committod itself in
its cditorial columns, %o bring pressure to bear upon tho Canadian
Govornmont to alter its deeclarod intention to restore to their homes
those peoplo of Japanesc origin who havo boen or ere being moved fron

the Pacifio Coast arca,

I would remind you that many of these pecoplec are Canaedian citizons
and that the citizenship of the me.jority of them has boen as ruch above
reproach as yours or minoe, in spito of the fact that thoro are some of
us who have never troated them as good citizens should be treated,
Thoso of tham who arc not Canad °ns are not necessarily any the
worse for having been born outside our boundaries and thesc constitute
a foroign ninority group within our borders who are in cormon decency
entitled to fair and Just treatment, now and in the future, Are we going
to visit our wmath with Japan upon these people in British Columbia ’
the overwhelming majority of whon overyono Inows had nothing whetever to
do with bringing on this conflict? If wo aro zoing to prornote or cven
condone a campeign of hatred dirccted against these people, eospecially
at this time wher circumstancos have made it nocessary to put them
through experioncos that you and I would vind very distressing, how

tho road to eivilization than the Nazi regime

much farther arc we along
that we fight to the doath?

ian citiz



2/25/9/42

Would thoro be any difforenco in principlo botwoon tho Nazi party

stirring up hatred against tho Jows in Gormany and, lot us say, thoi
Mayor and Council of tho City of Vancouver loading o mov@ﬁontltouﬂt :
submit,

up bittor onmity against tho Japanose in British Columbia? :
sir, that if tho formor is a thing to do abhorred tho lattor could no
bo somothing to bo toloratéd,

Of courso, tho plain foct of the mattor is that tho prosent
outery against this particular scction of our popula?ion is but a ncw
manifostation of tho old projudico against tho Asiatio, brought to o

The Chinose

focal point by tho ontry of Japan into war against us,
poople here, who at tho momont find thomsolvos in a loss cmborrassing

situation, roalizo this fact quite cloarly and will not bo found
contomplating with any groat satisfaction theo present campaign to forco
out and kocp out all pooplo of Japancso origin,

I suppose nearly all of us in Canada wish for an onduring poace

when this war shall have been brought to an end by the utter defoat of
No onduring pecce was ovor built nor

tho powers united against us,

every shall bo built upon any foundation loss than mutual understanding,

respoct and good-will botwoon tho peoplos concerncd, No one who can
Does anyono

loarn tho lossons of History could fail to roalizo this,
beliovo that it 1s possiblo for such undorstanding, respoct or good=

will to grow or livo botwon two notions oithor of which sots itsclf to
force out and koop out tho nationals of the othor and oveon disowns and

oxpols its own citizons for tho solo roason that thoy are descondod
It is my opinion that anyono, howover

from citizons of tho othor?

sincero he may bo, who advocatos or assists a movamont that will assurcdly
foment mistrust and hatrod botwoon groups within tho country now during
our war offort and that will complicatc tho alroady difficult task of
osteblishing an cnduring poacc aftor the ond of this wer is not & true
friond of Canada nor of tho causc of tho allied nations in this war,

and does not stand for the principles for which wo arc fighting,

Now, sir, if I did not havo sufficiont confidonco in tho Govorrmont
of Canada to be unwilling to boliocve that this movomont, which you arc
said to have undortakon to support, can succoed in accomplishing its
avowcd purposc, I should coasc to be proud to bo & Canadian, Novortholoss
tho campaign itsolf can do incalculable mischief, basod as it is, and
dofonding for support as it doos,. upon racial projudico; and for this
roason I would urge you to withhold your supoort as lMayor of Vencouvor,

or any campaign which is un=-Christian in its philosophy and

from this
I roalize that wo have difficult probloms to

wnpatriotic in its purpose,
bo solved in comn.ction with our population of foreign nationality, but

I beliove thoy can be solved only by elear constructive thinking and in
@ spirit of understaending tolerancc, and I am convinced that they neovor
will be solvod by an appeal to prejudice,

Yours truly,

cag
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ANGUS | ‘\“V
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Mr. Robertson thinks that it would be desirable

to postpone the sending of a letter of this kind
to Mr. Taylor until nearer the end of the war. He
think®that if we were to ask for the advice of

the Commission just now it is probable that the
reply would be that arrangements should be made in

the post-war period to provide for the repatriation

of all persons of Japanese racial origin. If the

request for advice is postponed for the present

bitterness might die down and we might look for

a more reasonable replye.

14215

/!



Dear Mr. Taylor,
In the course of your arduous duties you
and your colleagues on the British Columbie Security

Commission have been brought into close contact with
all phases of the position of persons of Japanese
racial origin in Canada. You are also in a position
to judge of the effect upon these persons of the
process of evacuation from protected areas and of
the repercussions which this movement has had upon
the communities in which the persons of Japanese
You are also

race have found a temporary asylum.
aware of what undertakings may have been given either

to the persons of Japanese race or to provincial
governments or local communities.

It is probable, therefore, that you and
your colleagues are in a better position to form a
valuable opinion in regard to the post-war settlement
of this problem than any other group of men in Canada.
While this matter is not one of immediate emergency,
it would be unfortunate if the members of the Security
Commission were to separate without placing on record,
for the benefit of the Government of Canada, your
opinion with regard to the lines which a long-run
settlement of this question should follow. I should,
therefore, appreciate it if the members of the

Commission will draft a confidential memorandum on
I realize that there may well be differ-

the subject.,

ences of opinion among the members of the Commission
and I hope that none of them will hesitate to express
their views frankly.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. Austin Taylor,

Chairman,
British Columbia Security Commission,

Marine Building,
Vancouver, B.C.
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DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE
Ottawa, January 16, 1961.
SYUC e~/ LD ..

The Under-Secretary of State {55 ,‘5,;)&L-_

for External Affairs, | —f—
East Block,
Ottawa, Ca na d a,

Attention: Mr, J.A. Beesley

Dear Mr, Beesley:

I acknowledge receipt of the transmittal slip
dated Januay 12, 1961, to which was attached a copy of
the memorandum from Mr. Robitaille to the Under-Secretary
of State for External Affairs with reference to the
petition from repatriates to Japan, File 3464-v-40,

The first paragraph of the meémorandum refers to
a letter of December 16th eénclosing a copy of the Depart-
ment of Labour'!s letter dated December 12th and also
a4 copy of a memorandum dated December TR

-

We would appreciate receiving copies of these
in order that our file might be complete,

Yours very truly,
é f ”%wa L/}Z

He Ds Clark,




Legal/J.A. Beesley/rh

The Under Secretary of State,
Dept. of the Secretary of State,
Obmm. mMOO

t :$ Office of the Cust
Your letter of December 29, concerning
the Petition from Japanese repatriates and the
attachments to it have proven very helpful,

I have forwarded copies to our Ambassador
in Tokyo.

Under-Secretary of State
for ixternal Affairs
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Our File Noe 340L-V-lO Ottawa, December 16, 1960,
Deputy Minister
Department of' the Secretary
of State
West Block,
Ottawa, Ontario,.
0 Cus
- We are attaching for your information a copy
of a letter dated December 12, together with a memoran-
- dum dated December 7 which we have received from the

Department of Labour relat to the iticn recently
ented to our Ambassador Tokyo repatriates to
apans You will recall that you have received a copy
of the petition in question together with the covering
letter, Nos 764, from our Ambassader in Japan.

It occurs to us that your comments would be

of interest to owr Ambassador and we would appreciate
receiving them before replying te his letter.

G. C. LANGILLE

Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs.



Qur File No. 346L-¥=40,

Deputy Minister

Department of Labour
Confederation
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Ottawa, December 16, 1960,

Ottawa, Onbario.

Your letter of December 12 and the
memorandum of December 7 attached to it have
proven very helpful, and I am grateful for
your prompt and careful attention to ny ene

quiry.

I shall forward a copy of your memo-
randum to our Ambassador in Tokyo and inforn
hin of your agreement with the views expressed
in paragraph 4 of his letter No. 764.

G. C. LANGILLE

Under=Secretary of State
for External Affairs.



cs€. - Tokyo Legal Div,/J.A.Beesley/pm
R.C.M,P,
Far Eastern Div,
« Dept. of Finance T T
> (Attn: Mr, H.D.Clark)

Ottawa, December 1, 1960,

Our File No, 346L-V-L0

The Deputy Minister,
Department of Labour,

s W A,
———— I am attaching a copy of letter number
764 from the Canadian Ambassador in Tokyo, to-
——— gether with a copy of the petition dated October

31 referred to in his letter, which has been Sub-
mitted by the "National Federation of Repatriates
from Canada",

I understand that your department was
designated by the Cabinet during the war years to
deal with matters relating to the resettlement of
Japanese, and I should be grateful to receive your
comments; (as soon as possible), as to the kind of
reply our Ambassador might make to this petition,

“J&nder—Secretary of State
’ for External Affairs,
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Tokjo, November 22, 1940

: .1 had your petition translated inte English and read
- its tramslation care o 1 subsequently forwarded it to our
- authorities in Ottawa for information,

Yours truly,

¥m. Frederick Bull,
The Ambassador,
Hr- ij‘m Od.’
40 iidaka-cho, =
- Hidakaegun,
. Wakayama-ken, Japan,

| (Translation attached)
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To the RIGHT HONOURABLE W. L. MACKENZIE KING, C.M.G.,

Prime Minister of Canada, and Minister of External Affairs, .
and 4 &l A
-2 HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL IN COUNCIL, VM
Ottawa. 3 YIOR.

A Petition Relative to Canadian Residents of Japanese Ancestral Stock

Who Are Not Subject to Deportation

WHEREAS on the outbreak of the recently terminated war with Japan the Government of Canada ‘Fe.l’r it wise, as ?
defence measure, to evacuate from coastal British Columbia aﬁ Japanese nationals and 'Canadlan citizens o
Japanese origin, and greatly to restrict their civil rights and liberty of movement and action; and e

WHEREAS it has been officially declared that, in the very trying circumstances incidental to such removal from their
homes and restriction of their liberties, the conduct of the overwhelming majority of the evacuees has been
irreproachable; and

WHEREAS, while certain Canadian residents of Japanese origin may in the early future be depor.fed or go volun-
tarily to make their home in Japan, it is manifest that numbers of these people, Iegally. r.esldeni' in Canada
anc‘ observant of its laws, and not subject to deportation, will exercise their right to remain in Canada perman-
ently; and

WHEREZ&S, in their own interests and the interests of Canada, it is desirable that such persons of Japanese ancesiry
as are to remain in Canada should be reabsorbed, as rapidly as possible, into the general economic life of this
Dominion; g

THEREFORE we, the undersigned adult citizens of this Dominion, respectfully petition you and your colleagues in
the Privy Council of Canada, praying: ’ i
(1) THAT, as rapidly as public interests may permit, the full rights and privileges normally incidental to citizen-

ship or residence in éanada be restored to all persons of Japanese origin who are not subject to deportation
under Canadian ORDERS IN COUNCIL or LAWS;

(2) THAT all special Wartime restrictions upon the purchase or lease of real property by persons of Japanese
origin be cancelled immediately; '

(3) THAT all discriminatory restrictions upon the free movement of law-abiding persons of Japanese ancestry
within, into, or from, any part of Canada, except coastal British Columbia, be forthwith abolished.

(4) THAT public policy shalr not envisage the absolute or permanent exclusion of anyone, upon grounds of race,
from any section of Canada, even though, in the present circumstances and for the time being, your
Government may feel it advisable to make the return of any evacuee to coastal British Columbia subject to
special rermii granted upon investigation; and that the issuance of such permit reflect sympathetic consider-
ation of the needs, convenience and dignity of the applicant;

(5) THAT, in order to promote a wide dispersal of the Japanese population formerly and unduly concentrated
in certain communities and occupations, the economic losses imposed upon evacuees be adjusted with gener-
osity and promptitude, and

(6) THAT all measures adopted by the Government of Canada relative to any racial minority accord with the
commitments of Canada as one of the United Nations, bound to achieve "international co-operation in solv-
ing international problems of an economic, social, cultural or humanitarian character and in promoting and
encourage respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction of race, class,

language or religion".

NAMES OF PETITIONERS ADDRESSES CONSTITUENCY
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MHW/MBP
November 30/46;
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Dear Mr. Maag -
I have received your letter of November 21
regarding the case of Tome jiro Naka. ;%kw4xya

As you know, this Department has atati—times
been anxious to investigate and comment on specific
complaints made to you by persons in Japanese settlements
or internment camps.

However, I have :ome to the conclusion that
1t is not reasonable for Mr. Naka to expect either you
or the Canadian Government to enter into a debate with him
on the legality or reasonableness of the general policy
being pursued by the Canadian Government in relation to
the Japanese in Canada.

That policy has been the subject of several
ministerial statements in the House of Commons with which
you are familiar. It goes without saying that the Canadian
Government is satisfied that its policy towards the Japanese

has been both necessary and legal.

Yours sincerely,

E.L. Maag, Esq.,

Delegate in Canada of the
J&h International Committee

| of the Red Cross, Under-Secretary of State
4/' ﬁ.“‘-\ 1040 Sun Life Bldg., for External Affairs
(ﬂﬁ Montreal, p.q.



|

COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-éOUGE
DELEGATION AU CANADA

ERNEST L. MAAG MONTREAL November 21st,1946-

DELEGATE 1040 SUN LIFE BUILDING

Sir,
Answering your letter of November 2nd,1946, concerning
the complaints made by Mr. Tomejiro NAKA, please be advised that

I have meanwhile asked the Commissioner of Japanese Placement
in Vancouver for the additional information for which you asked
me and answer received from the Commissioner is enclosed here-

Witho
I would be grateful to receive your comments regarding

this matter.

Yours sincerely,

l < ¢

fCﬁief of Delegation in Canada.
INTERNATIONAL COMMIT OF THE RED CROSE

*

Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs,
OTTAW A,



Septenber 27, 1945, Moo lao™Y

David Bee, LSqe,

86 30 » :
Postal Station F,
1 VEBOO\IYOX‘. B' c.

Dear Sir:

' The Prime Minister has asked me to
mi; $0 your letter of September 17 in which you
gcertain recommendations conce the poliey
%o be followed in Canada with regard to persons of

Japanese origin,

b s ~ Mr, King has asked me to say that
your views have been noted, and are being brought
to the attention of the responsible officials.

Yours sincerely,

(R. G. Robertson)
Secretary.



S.20,

Postal Station F,
Vancouver, B.C.,
Sept. 17, 1945,

Rt.Hon.W.L.Mackenzie-King,
Prime Minister,
Parliament Bldgs.,

Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Sir:

This is in regard to the situation of
Canadians of Japanese origin,

I would reccomend that the wartime restrictions
on these people be lifted in gradual steps, starting
immediately with permitting them to buy land.

For some years my work has been directly

and indirectly in contact with these people, and I have

always found them in large majority to be ioyal and
law-abiding, and certainly by law them have as much
right to the privileges of Canadian citizenship as I
have, born in Vancouver of British parents, Especially
I deplore any minority being exploited as a political
foot-ball faor the sake of a few votes of the uninformed.

Thanking you for your consideration of the
- above,

Yours very truly,

il B



i Tashme, B.C.,
March 26, 1945,
Rt, Hon, W, L, Mackenzie King, [EXTERRAL ATPRIRS REOQRY®)]
Prime Minister, f‘ i b

Parliament Buildings 'y 1ia 2 RE TR
Dear Sir: ;- A/ i od.*u[

In the notices issued on the authority of the Hon,
lMinister of ILabour and also by the Commissioner of Japanese
lacement, whereby all persons of Japaenese racial origin,

now resident in British Columbia, who do not apply for
voluntary repatriation to Japan, who, as evidence of their
intentions %o co-operate with the Government policy of dispersal,
will be required to relocate east of the Rockies, we cannot

but entertain doubt and s feeling of unrest to some points,

e, therefore, humbly wish to have the following clarified:

I Does complete understanding exist between the Federal
and the Provincial Govermments as to the poliey of dispersal
of all persons of Japanese racial origin?

iI We understand that there is an agreement between the
Dominion and the various provincial governments regarding
the evacuated Japanese, that, at the termination of the
war, with the subsequent excess of menpower, the Japanese,
now dispersed throughout the various provinces, be returned
%0 British Columbia, and we feel reluctant to relocate to
localities where we cannot take up permanent residence
(as per attachment).

III I the Government dispersal policy is to apply to
all provinces, then it is only natural that British
Columbia shouid also have its quota of Japanese but it
is maintained that those who w sh to remain in Canada have
no preference but to relocate east of the Rockies,

IV In the notice issued by the Commissioner of Japanese
Placement, it is stated "Several thousand Japanese have
already re-established themselves setisfactorily esst of
the Rockies™, The fuct 1s, however, not only are they
receiving unsatisfactory treatment but are merely residing
"provisionally" for the duration. For instance, they
are not given



ViI

2

!a the right to own land or property.

b) the right to lease land or property.

: the right of free enterprise or business.
e

equal educational opportunities,
freedom to choose own place of residence, eice

Officials, in explaining the recently announced
program of re-establishment east of the Rockies, maintain
thet this is "not compulsory,” However, the impression
we recelved from the full text of the notices leaves us
no alternative, It seems to imply threat rather than
compulsion,

It 1s stated in the notice issued on the suthority
of the Honorable Minister of Labour, that free passage and
transportation will be guaranteed by the Cansdian Govern-
ment to persons voluntarily repatriating to Japsn but that
"these assurances do not apply to persons repatriated on
other than a voluntary basis," Does "other than a volun-
tary basis" mean those persons deported through lack of
co-operation to the present notices? In case of Japenese-
Canadian will it mean expulsion from Cenada? Is this
Justified by law? - o

i
In the notice issued by the Commissioner of
Japanese Placement, conditions are set forth for those
"Japanese-Canadians who want to remain in Canada."™ Does
this mean that Japanese Nationals are excluded?
Thanking you in advance for your thoughtful attention.
Yours respectfully,
JAPANESE COMMITTEER

per (Sgd) R, Shirakawa
Chairman

P,S. We attach a copy of letter forwarded to Mr, T, B,
Pickersgill, Commissioner, Japenese Placement,



Ottawa, April 2, 1945.

Dear Mr. Black:

I have received your letter of March 23 and have noted
the text of the interview whioch you gave on March 20 dver
Station CKWX in connection with the Japanese problem.

I think the points that you make in your interview are
perfectly valid and I was particularly interested to notice your
correction of the misinterpretation that has been placed on the
notices posted in the last two weeks or so with regard to re-
B:triation and resettlement of Japanese. As officials of the

partment of Labour informed the press shortly after the
notices were given out, the policy of the Government has:
not been changed and it was not intended to imply that the
Government was going to move all Japanese out of British
Columbia whd 4id not voluntarily indicate a wish to leave
this country.

Yours sincerely,

Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs.

Norman P, Black, Esq.,
4390 Locarno Crescent,
Vancouver, British Columbia.
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NATIONAL CHAPTER OF CANADA

HEAD OFFICE: 182 LOWTHER AVE/, TORQNTO 4, ONT.

THE IMPERIAL ORDER DAUHTERS

~V-%o

.f J / \
/ ‘P cekxbe_r 8th, 194y
Mr. N. A, Rober an, = q'éq
Undor—Sacretary of State
for External Affairs, LLChr f{

OTTAWA, Canada,

Dear Sir:

We have your acknowledgment
dated November 17th of our letter to
you of November 13th in which we
énclosed a resolution petitioning the

. Government with regard to the

disposition of the Japanese in Canada,

of the deliberationg of the Government
when the problem of the settlement of
the Japenese question is under
consideration,

Sincerely yours, i
IONAL SEC TARY, .
(Mr

s. L. B, Smart)
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PAST SUPREME COUNSELOR
510 SHELLY BLDG.

Vancouven, Ba Cohvenvws , O\ o,

October 16th, 194k,

R

The Right Honorable William Lyon Mackengzie Kingg?ﬁfum ’
Prime Minister, e
Ottawa, Canada, Fr
Siri= | ,
I have pleasure in enclosing herewith L=
‘copy! of a letter that was published in the

Vancouver Sun in 1937 - a year or two before

eastern Canada realized that there was any

menace from our 'Pacific! neighbors,

READ IT AND WEEP

and please do not permit the Government of the

day to make any more suggestions that any white
man can 'read! the ORIENTAL mind and say which

‘jap' is loyal and which is disloyal,

If avarice and greed and the hope of
exploiting the 'japs! for a few years, until
they get ready to attack us again, is behind
the movement to keep ANY 'jap' in Canads —

then God help Canada,
Yours sincerely, = e
i)

S P g
EBMeM: kb S McMaster

ENCLOSURE a life long Liberal, but
this is TO0O much,

Copies to all members of
the Cabinet,




B.

selor E. B. McMaster.,

: Every Canadian and United States
citizen should read this carefully so that

they may know how to act when the war
IS won.

Imperial Visit

Editor, The Sun: Sir,—We, the under-
signed Canadian-born Japanese, hereby
register our strong protest against the
publication by The Vancouver Sun on
Saturday, April 3, 1937, of a cheap and
disgusting cartoon designed to bring con-
tempt and ridicule upon and to insult
their Imperial Highnesses, Prince and
Princesses Chichibu.

We refer to the cartoon appearing on
the front page of the issue in question
depicting their Imperial Highnesses
shaking hands, in bowing position, with a
so-called Mr. and Mrs. Vancouver
(whoever those beings may be), repre-
senting just two ordinary common Cana-
dians.

As loyal and patriotic Japanese, it is
our duty to remind The Vancouver Sun
that we Japanese people regard our Im-
perial Family as divine and whose sanc-
tity is inviolable. The divine persons of
the Imperial Family are not to be pro-
faned by being made subjects of such in-
sulting cartoons or caricatures.

The Vancouver Sun cannot be of such
short memory as to forget that not so
long ago a cartoon by a contemptible
American Red concerning the person of
our Emperor was the subject of a sharp
and just protest to the American Gov-
ernment by our ambassador and an of-
ficial apology was obtained from Secre-
tary of State Cordell Hull.

A recent editorial of The Vancouver
Sun, unjustly condemning the peace-lov-
ing Imperial Japanese Empire of mil-
itarism, while at the same time pro-
fessing to welcome their Imperial High-
nesses, goes to prove that the cartoon
in question was subtly designed both to
insult their Imperial Highnesses, Prince
and Princess Chichibu, and to offend
local Japanese loyal feeling. Taking the
most charitable view possible, the car-
toon showed very bad taste and a com-
plete ignorance of Japanese traditions

er Published in the Vancouver Sun, Vancouver,

. Canada, Under Date of April 6, 1937 and Read
to the Supreme Couy ncil of UCT of America,

Wednesday, June 28, 1944, by Past Supreme Coun-

and noble ideals.

If The Vancouver Sun and the Can-
adian public in general had kept their
eyes open during the recent visit of
Prince and Princess Chichibu, they
would have observed that no Japanese
looked down on the august procession of
their Imperial Highnesses from the win-
dows above, so great is our respect for
the divine persons of our Imperial Fam-
ily.

That no objection was made to Can-
adians and other foreigners doing so was
merely a concession on the part of the
Japanese people concerning those who
do not as yet fully appreciate their high-
ly patriotic feelings. The brazen attempt,
on board ship, on the part of a motley
rabble of news reporters to gain audi-
ence with their Imperial Highnesses, and
thus interview them, directly and ply
them with profane questions, was an-
other unfortunate indication of the com-
plete ignorance of Vancouver’s news-
paper fraternity concerning matters per-
taining to jour Ruling Imperial Family.

We Japanese are a proud and sensitive
people, and the Imperial Japanese Em-
pire has a way of dealing with those
peoples and nations who show their in-
sincerity by disregardlng and flouting
our most sacred sentiments and feelings

.However, in conclusion, we beg to
say that this letter is written in a true
friendly spirit to remove possible mis-
understandings for the future, in the
end that diplomatic and trade relations
between Canada and Japan may be fur-
ther cemented.

This letter expresses sentiments of
various leading Japanese in Vancouver
and vicinity to whom we have shown
the draft, and therefore trust your pa-
per will in all fairness give it due pub-
licity.

Thanking you, yours very truly,

J. S. TANAKA, 396 Powell St.
F. USHIJUNA, B.A., Steveston, B.C.
K. YADA, Steveston, B.C.
F. HUJAMA, Maple Ridge
GEORGE YAMADA,

New Westminster
&
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To The Right Honourable William Lyon liackenzie King, P,C.,

S ———————

LY YA
Two years = fte he [removal of persons of Japanese

racial origin from the Pacifi¢ Coast regions of British
Columbia fingds some 7000 of our number resident outside of
that province, The majority of us are Canadian citizens by
birth or by naturalization, Our eéxperiences of these two
yeéars have proven to us the wisdom of the Government's policy
of dispersal geographically and Occupationally ag widely as
Possible throughout the Dominion,

We have been given to understang that the govern-
ment may make g Statement, if not lmmediately at least before
very long, regarding the disposition after the war of persons
of Japanese descent, As members of g committee whieh represents
8 considerable part of the lMontreal pPopulation of Japanese
race, we address ourselves to you in order to present the
following observations,

for all provinces, This would be g continuation ang further
development of the Government's migration Policy which began

in 1942 ang has been brogressing in degrees., We advocate thig
continuation ang further development because our OWn relocation
€Xperience has taught us that Weé can now become g better inte-
g8rated part of the total Canadian Population than wag formerly
Possible, We urge the acceleration of this policy so that the




to be desirable and that this relocation should be as nearly
as possible on a voluntary basis, This process would be
facilitated, in our humble opinion, if the difficulties of
migration could be reduced to & minimum by;

1. Provision of adequate assistance to migrating
families until the time they are reasonably re-
established,

2. Removal of as many restrictions as possible that
differentiate us from Canadians of other race, It
is a matter of deep concern to us that recently the
Government failed to follow this policy in connec-
tion with the disfranchisement clause of Bill 1856,
Nothing could be more effective in undermining the
faith and interest of Japanese Canadians in reloca-
tion than legislation of this nature,

e await with eagerness the promised statement of
the Government's policy. We believe that it will be character-
ized by justice and by the spirit of the brother-hood of man:
and that it will provide us with that sense of security which
we have lacked since resettlement and now sorely need,

We have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servants,
Montreal, P, Q.
August 2, 1944,

Uyeda,/Chairman)

/ o M

(Kazuko Hidaka, Co-Chairwoman)

=%
Other members of the i
Standing Committee: (Réy Noshé, Corre3ponding\ﬁecretary)

52;;.41 %“04 (Amy Yamamoto, Recording Secretary)
;ijiff%fdu{7
(K. Suge, Treasurer)
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g OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER
CANADA LRE
fg‘ : ;iEATMRuﬁu}Tn
Tt 10 3 o/ of \/Z{g
‘Lk'wwlih»;z,
Ottawa, Auzust 7th;1944

Dear Mr.Hanbury,

I have received your letter of August
lst concerning the treatment of persons of
Japanese race in Canada. Since you wrote it
‘1 have had occasion,in the course of the debate
on, external affairs, to make a statement in the
House of Commons on the plans the Government
has for the handling of this problem, and I
think you will find in that statement that the
points you raise and with which you are partic-
ularly concerned are,for the most part,taken
care of.

In my statement I have made it clear
that,in line with your suggestion, the Govern-
ment 1s in favour of allowing all persons of
Japanese race who wish to lesve this couatry to
do so gnd,in addition,will take steps to deport
those who are disloyal to this country. Efforts
will also be ammde to avold in future the con-
centration of persons of Japanese orisin in
British Columbia.

The problem is 2 d4ifficult one and I want
to thank you for the interest you have taken in
its solution.

Jomed W—é-’w
" - Esqut Yours sincerely,
n‘.‘ . am,l l", 2/[ - 2
Monte Lake oL ”v~4£°tiﬁc
British Columbia /



ED HANBURY
o /’{ COPY MONTE LAKE

Y, BRITISH COLUMBIA
e / .J

RSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL August 1lst,1944

- ™ AT iy,

Rt.Hon.W.L,Mackenzie King,M.P., il Hog‘/g g/, l s _/
House of Commons, e
Ottawa,Ontario. Qyt

Dear Mr.King, o PP S
The future of the Japanese in Canada continues to be a
problem. I am of the opinion a fairly large percentage of them
would leave Canada when they can do so and particularly if they
are given some assistance. Should & pércentage of them agree to
leave there would then be less agitation for the intolerance of

eéxpulsion.

Through their close contact with the Japanese the B.C.Security
Commission could quickly learn what percentage would leave
voluntarily. Those Japanese most anxious to remain would bring
considerable pressure on the others to leave in order to better
the chance that some might remain in Canada.

I suggest that many Japanese would enter into a contract now
to leave Canada later.

Provincial Governments control many conditions under which
people live and,should they wish to do So,can do much to force
emigration from a Province, They have the authority to restrict
edudtion,refuse licenses to do business or to practise a profession,
to own or operate farms. I would not favor such methods,but offer
it as a suggestion that the Provinces are not justified on placing
on the Federal Government the responsibility for the Japanese having
been hived in one Province.

With my sincere regards,I am,
Yours faithfully,
W.HANBURY
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MARK BA TTLE OF BOYNE 777"
Orangemen Ask Repatriation
Of War Refugees in Dominion

NEW WESTMINSTER, July 12.—All refugees who came
to Canada since the beginning of the war from foreign lands
should be returned to their original homes as soon as
possible after the war, Vancouver and Royal City Loyal
Orange associations declared at the 254th anniversary of
the Battle of Boyne today in Queens Park. ‘

Deportation of all Japanese,* '
refusal of the franchise to any
Asiatic and reaffirmation of their
stand against a dual national

language were- other resolutions] e aske.d P L ,be=
passed. A taken against them as subversnwj

The Pope should never he ©rganizations. ——
given a seat at the peace con-
ference.

The government was also
urged to suppress the New Cana-
dian, Japanese publication, for
attacking men in public life in
Canada. ; '

The use of French on merchan-
(dise marketed outside the Prov-
ince of Quebec was protested, as
‘was the representation of reli-
 gious organizations at the peace
‘table or in post-war groups.

ASK INVESTIGATION,
Orangemen demanded an
immediate investigation into
‘charges made by Scnator T. D.
Bouchard against the Order of
~Jacques Cartier and E"le Roman

SESSE - -

——

Catholic hierarchy of Quebee, and i
if the charges were substantiated |

|
|
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Ottawa, May 4, 1944.

Arthur MacNamara, Esq., Deputy Minister of Labour, Ottawa.

In case you did not notice it in the newspapers

of April 12, you will be interested in the following quotation
from the Vangouver Daily FProvince™:

"Complete expulsion of all Japanese from Canada
when the war is ended and a rigid barrier to prevent
further immigration were advocated by British
Columbia Liberals in a resolution passed at the
¥rovinoial executive meeting in Hotel Vaneouver

uesday.

Charging that failure to treat the Japanese
problem promptly and efficiently might result in
eivil war, the resolution, sponsored by Dr. Jack
MacDougall, called on the Dominion Government to
enact legislation that would:

l. Never again permit Japarese or persons
of Japanese ancestry to settle in Canada;

2. At the end of the war, or sooner, if
possible, prohibit all employers from employing
persons of Japanese ancestry;

3. Force removal of all persons of Japanese
ancestry from Canada at the end of the war;

4, Prevent any Japanese from earrying on any
gusigesg or owning, leasing, or holding any land in
anada.



The attitude expressed here is hardly encouraging,
but if the recent Gallup Poll is any indication, at least

it is not i;;::j?al.

9\\} “)(\] . f\rv AAN

Acting Under-Secretary of State
for External Affairs.
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THE MUTUAL LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA.

GeJeAe Reany, C.L.U. 10TH FLOOR PIGOTT MLDING’

Branch Manager. =4
F Vﬁ’ HAMILTONy Ont.
jot/
; Cl; iqtk December 15th, 1943.

/ f’f ¢ '/ 7/ 3
Mr, F.C. Blair, ,i i 5 “’t L{ Iy
Immigration Department, M\ o B
Parliament Buildings, W & 4
Ottawa, Ont, f‘t\ |

Dear Mr. Blair:
Re : Jampanese in Canada.,

You may recall my writing on April 8, 1942, re immigration,

education, etec, Your courteous reply of April l4th encourages me to write you
Egain .

Owing to the fact that I have given a couple or three
addresses on the "Japanese in Canada®, I have been asked to head an organization
jn Hamilton interested in attempting to find work and housing for Canadian born
Japanese who come to the city. I, therefore, would be pleased, (if you feel free
to), if you would tell me whether or not the government has plans regarding the
absorption of Canadian-born Japanese. I know the story of the Japanese in Canada
and of the objection British Columbia has to their returning to that province, and
suspect that you have plans to absorb the major portion of the young people in other
provinces. If so, first, how many do you propose to allot to Hamilton; and second,
have you any instructions or suggestions as to the best method of handling them?

1 only agreed yesterday to assume this responsibility and
have not thought a great deal about how to proceed. It occurs to me, however, that
there are three problems: (1) creating public opinion in favour of giving the
Japanese a break both in work and in social opportunities; (2) organization designed

to get them employment; (3) housing. You may have something more definite to
suggest.

I am not mushy on the question., I am not keen on some
racial characteristics, nor on some of their national aspirations, etc, I am
aware that even these young people are a bit cocky as a group, but I fancy your
attitude is that we must not send them all back to Japan, partly because of
jnternational relations, trade, etc., and partly because of the fact that we brought

a good many of them to Canada, and again because of the fact that 13,000 to 15,000
born in Canada may be largely Canadian in spirit.

Any advice you can give me will be appreciated.

Yours very truly,
G.J.A. Reany.
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Can We
Deport
~ The Japs?

By Bruce Hutchison

. ACCORDING TO AN OBSCURE-
item in the public press, which has

never been elaborated, the Can=uian
Japanese now in Ontario will e
given the vote in the provincial elec-

tion next month. This may appear

at first sight to be Ontario business only.
Actually it deeply concerns us in British
Columbia, where the pre-war Japanese
problem was concentrated.

If the largest province in Canada gives
the Japanese the vote, with hardly a

thought, we may expect other eastern

‘provinces to do the same. If those prov-

inces think so lightiy of the Japanese

/menace as to enfranchise the Japanese,
what possible chance is there that they

will vote for the deportation of the Jap-
anese after the war? None, 1 should
think.

We shall be crazy here on this coast if
we count on the deportation of the Jap-
anese. It is my humble opinion that the
Canadian Parliament simply will not
stand for it, no matter how much fuss we
make. I do not think Mr, King has any
thought of doing it. I doubt that any al-
ternative government would do it,

- The best we can hope for, I should
say, is that the Japanese will not be con-

Y/ 4

are a cynical hoax, then the treaty
lainly contain clauses protecting

" racial minorities. In fact, there can be

no hope of peace, even if there is a
treaty, without protection for racial min-
orities everywhere.

These clauses in the treaty will be
binding on Canada if it accepts the
treaty. They may well prevent us di-
rectly from deporting the Japanese. If
we refuse to sign the treaty we shall
isolate ourselves from our allies and the
family of victorious nations.

L] L] L

IT ALREADY IS CLEAR THAT IF
we deport the Japanese we shall break
with the policy of our closest neighbor
and most powerful friend, the United
States, which apparently has no intention
»f doing anything of this sort. The United
States not only is preparing to keep the
Japanese within its borders but is en-
listing many of them in its armed forces.

It is thus clear, I think, first, that the
problem will not be settled by British Co-
lumbia, which is overwhelmingly in favor
of deportation, but by Parliament which
will probably be overwhelmingly against
it; and second, that the problem will not

- be finally settled by Canada alone but by

centrated again on this coast, but will re-
main distributed widely throughout Can-

ada. Perhaps the granting of the
franchise to them in Ontario will attract
them from this region, where there is
no possibility of our giving them the
vote within measurable‘time.

» L]

A MUCH LARGER PROBLEM IS
involved in all this than we generally
realize in British Columbia.

When the war is over some kind of
general peace treaty will have to be
signed. It may not be signed immedi-
ately, and there is good reason to delay
its completion until it can be properly
considered, as the Treaty of Versailles
was not. But in the end there will be a
treaty and, unless all the declarations of

———

~ Pacific Coast,

the united deliberations of the democra-
cies when they attempt to build a new
order in the world. This we may like or
dislike but it seems to be the fact, ana
we had better face it.

. L -

THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONS, IN

. dealing With the problem of Asiatic min-
- orities, will have fto consider a much
- wider question. It is the question of fu-

ture peace or war with the Asiatic worla.
If there is to be any chance of peace we
must secure and retain the friendship of
the Asiatic peoples or eventually fight
them. We must at all costs retain the
friendship of China which, after the ecol-
lapse of Japan, will be the dominant
power of Asia, backed by Russia,

In Canada we have iollowed the utter-
ly insane policy of prohibiting the immi-
gration of Chinese and admitting Japa-
nese. Mr. King hints that he will cure
this discrimination and satisfy the Chi-
nese, not by large Immigration but by
the removal of discrimination against
them. Congress is moving now to repeal
the American law specifically excluding
all Orientals.

Apparently America is going to admit
a small token number of Chinese immi-
grants in pursuit of the larger objective
of Chinese friendship and peace on the
Pacific. This will be unpopular
but it secms certs

happen.

Office of
The Prime Minister

| / ('//f(

(fldntic Charter and 61&' Four Free- |
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