RECORD GROUP A3 ) '

FOLUME ﬁ 20005 Affairs

viLE 969 A4

Part_

File No. sess-sz-c0 From 4 -3 ":{i‘
T To % [=(0-HD

Subject:
: MESSAGE FROM JAPANESE RED CROSS TO
JADANESE IN CANADA.

] N
/H

/

v
/!
/

References to Related Files

File No. Subject

346 - AK yoc




File 3464-AR-40
MHAW/JB

Ottewa, October 31, 1945,

%5:\‘.'. L

Dear Mr. Maag,

I should like to refer to your letter of
September 27th enclosing two message forms addressed
to Japanese in Canada, which the Canadian Red Cross
were unsble to deliver. I return the two messages
herewith.

The Department of Labour reports that Mr.
Hamaseki, one of the two addressecs, is now working
for the Broder Canning Company, Lethbridge, Alberta.
No record can be found of the other addressee, Eizo
f Ni Shidao

Yours sincerely,

M. H. WERSHIOF

Lcting Under#Scecretary of State
for Ex?brnal Affairs.

Es Le Maag, Esquire,
Delegzte in Cenada of the
International Committee of the Red Cross,
1040 Sun Life Building, Montreal.
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Ottawa, October 29, 1945

Mr. M. Wershof, JINL
Special Section, e
Department of External Affairs, 7/

v

New Post Office Bldg., ,Qi
0Ot t aw a,

Dear MNr. Wershof:

A month or so ago you sent me the enclosed
Red Cross Messages which had been received from Mr,
Maag with the request that we should try to locate
the addresseese

It will be noted that Hamasaki is now
working for the Broder Caning Company at Lethbridge,
Alberta, but no record can be found of Nishida. The
office at Vancouver advises that they have many
persons with the surname Nishida, but none with the
first name Eizo.

Yours very. truly,

/%%, A. MacNamare,
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COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
DELEGATION AU CANADA

ERNEST L. MAAG \ MONTREAL, October 16, 1945
DELEGATE \ “ 5‘\\ 1040 SUN LIFE BUILDING
\

Department of External Affairs,

0 tat B..W a o _»y\ji:‘, /!:‘W.‘M‘ﬂ / ‘3,1“1
Attention: Mr. M.H.Wershoff. | R N

Dear Mr, Wershoff,

Re: Your File 3464-AR-40.

Confirming my verbal statement of October 12th in answer to

your letter of October 8th, please be informed that I am still receiving
inquiry forms and messages from Japan, through the Canadian Red Cross
Society, which in turn is receiving them from the American Red Cross., I
have just received one of these messages which bears Red Cross stamps from
Tokio, our Delegation in Turkey, our Delegation in Cairo and the American Red
Cross, and from there was sent on to the Canadian Red Crbss headquarters in
Toronto, who in turn forwarded them to my office.

I camnot, of course, prevent such miscarriages but if I do receive
such messages, I usually send them on to Censorship for forwarding to the head
office of the Department of Labour in Vancouver, as per an understanding which

was reached between us last December.

Yours sincerely,

Delegate in Canada of the
M/G INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS




MHW/DG
Refer: ILabour (Att. Mr. Pammett

g
e

Ottawa, October 8, 1945,

Please refer to
our file 3464-AR-40,

398y - A -y
¢ |

Dear Sir:

I should like to refer to your letter of
September 27th enclosing two message forms addressed
to former Japanese residents 6f Canada, which the
Canadian Red Cross were unable to deliver. !

The Department of Labour has asked its
Vancouver Office to try to locate the addressees
of - these messages.

I should like to quote the following remark
by the Department of Labour:

"T might draw to your attention that an
understanding was reached with Mr. Maag last
December that these personal post messages
would be sent directly through Censorship to
our Head Office in Vancouver, which would
forward them immediately to the addressees.,

It was our belief that this procedure was now
in effect, and I would be obliged if you would
ascertain from Mr. Msag why the messages are
going to the Canadian Red Cross Society".

Yours sincerely,
o= M~ “‘:*-/“°4£°2/

fi Acting Under-Secretary of State
E.L. Maag, Esq., for External Affeairs,
Delegate in Canada of the
International Committee of the Red Cross,
1040 Sun Life Building,

MONTREAL, P.Qe
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Ottawa, October 2, 1945.

Under-Secretary of State for N
External Affairs, :

Department of External Affairs, l

OTTAWA. {

Attention: Mr. M. Wershof, Special Section.

Dear Sir:

A I wish to acknowledge your letter of

October 1 enclosing copies of two Red Cross
Messages from Japan, for which the Canadian

Red Cross Society has been unable to locate the
addressees. These have been sent forward by
registered mail to the Japanese Division Office in
Vancouver with the request that they locate the
addressees and then return the forms to us with
this information.

Xv; might draw to your attention that an
understanding was reached with Mr., llaag last
December that these personal post messages would
be sent directly through Censorship to our Head
0ffice in Vancouver, which would forward them
immediately to the addressees. It -was our belief
that this procedure was now in effeet, and I
would be obliged if you would ascertain from

Mr., Maag why the messages are going to the
Canadian Red Cross Societxﬁ which in the past
proved quite inefficient I7 locating the
addressees and delivering these messages.

Yours very truly,

Qé/\A. MacNamara.
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Ottawa, October 1, 19435. r{J

e

To: The Deputy-Minister, i Nl T TR
Department of Labour, Eﬁﬁwﬂ-ﬁmm“%f’TT*””
Ottawa. e p

Attention: Mr, Pammett.

Enclosed is a copy of a letter of September
27th from lir. Maag of the International Red Cross

and the undelivered message forms referred to
therein.

Would you please let me know whether you

have any record of the persons mentioned in these
forms, and return them to me?

;9?7’ A//’ ZQ/é&zawfig¢£

741 - Acting Under-Secretary of State
// for External Affairs.
v




COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
DELEGATION AU CANADA
ERNEST L. MAAG

DELEGATE

MONTREAL, September 27, 1945 AT

1040 SUN LIFE BUILDING R adl
3 i

Department of External Affairs, | ‘ 3774 ‘/ -# /( -

Ottawa . ‘

) QS
Dear Sirs, ‘
Attached please find two message forms addressed to 'former Japanese
residents of Canada. These forms have been sent to us by the Canadian Red Cross,
as they have been unable to make delivery. Before returning them to Geneva, how-

ever, I should appreciate hearing from you whether you have any record of the
addressees,

Accept, Sirs, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration,

Yours sincerely,

Delegate in Canada of the

/G INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS
Encls.

d ooV
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Washington 6, D. C.
July 29, 1944,

No, 1854

Sirs

With reference to your despatch
No. 1029 of July 1l4th concerning a message
of greeting to the Japanese nationals in
Canada from the Japanese Red Cross, I have
the honour to enclose herewlth a carbon copy
of a letter addressed to Mr. G. L. Magann by
Mr. E. Tomlin Bailey an officer of the Special
War Problems Division of the State Department.

2 The enclosure is an acknowledgement
of receipt of the information which you asked us
to send to the United States Government. This
information was sent in a personal letter to Mr.
Bernard Gufler, assistant chief of the Special
War Problems Division.

. I have the honour to be,

Sir,
Your obedient servant,

D

For Chargé d'Affaires.

v )

The Secretary of State
for External Affairs,

Ottawa,

Canada.

8%
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My @ear Mr. Magann: :

" fn Mr., Gufler's absence, I wish to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of July 19, 1944, with
geference to the action taken by the Commonwealth
¢ivilians eéuiftu in London on July 6, concerning
the message received by the International Red Cross
Conmittee for tranemission to the Japanese in Cenada.

1 appreciate your making this information aveil-
able to the Department of State,

Sincerely yours,

E. Tomlin Balley

;m: :

Oanadian Embassy
1745 Masssochusetts Avenue, N. ¥.,
¥ashington, D, G,

740,00115 P.W,/7-1944
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NO, _027

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to my despateh No., 301 of
March 2nd, 1944, concerning a message of greeting to the
Japanese nationals in Canada from the Japanese Red Cross.

On May 13th a further letter was received from the
Delegate in Canada of the International Red Cross saying
that he had been acked by his prinecipals to approach the
Canadian authorities agaln with the request that they
recongéider thelr decision and allow the message to be trans-
mitted, The text of the message from Geneva to Mr. Maag is
as follows:

722 AFPTER CONSULTATION BRITISH LECATION BERNE REQUEST YOU
APFROACH CANADIAN AUTHORITIES CORCERNING QUESTICON MENTIONED
YOUR M/2947 STOP PLEASE SUGGEST THEY RECONSIDER DECISION
NOT TO TRANSMIT MESSAGE STOP HAVING BEEN ENTRUSTED THIS
COMUNICATION ICRC WOULD BE FORCED INFORM SENDER IMPOSSIBLE
CARRY OUT HIS REQUEST STOP IN VIEW FROMINENT CHARACTER
SIGNATORIES THIS MESSAGE SUCE NEWS MIGHT ENTAIL REGRETTABLE
CONSEQUENCES OUT OF FROPORTION TO INMPORTANCE QUESTION
INTERCROIZROUGE C94035."

It was considered undesirable for the Canadian Govern-
ment to take final action on this guestion without consulting
the Covernments of the United Kingdom and the other Dominions,
and the matter was therefore submitted for discussion at a
meeting of the Commonwealth Civilians Committee in London on
July éth. The Commlttee unanimously agreed to the following
procedure: .

(a) Caneda refrein from replying to the Delegate's letter
of May 18th;

(b) The Delegate be told for the confidential information
of his Principals the reason for no answer being given;

{¢) In the future if requests for the tranamission of messages
which go beyond a mere form of greeting are received,
they be ignored;

(d) Uncontroversial messages such as Christmas greetings be
received and distributed upon assurance of reciprocity;

(e) The Canadian Government inform United States Government
of these decisions;

(f) These decisions be communicated to the Secretary of Sub=-
Committee A for any action that may seem proper to the
Chairman of that Committee,

I have the honour to be,
Sir
Your obedi;nt Servant,

NIV | Rine.
™ uw' Secretary of State
, - Vo for External Affairs.
o Canadian Ambassador '
in the United States,
Wasmngton, DeCs



TELEGRAM

From THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA IN GREAT BRITAIN

To THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA

July 7th, 1944,

SIETER LONDON,
NO, 1683 :
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS RECGRDSE
” ! : g F';‘n ! ‘? /"I'/: f;» 4/\ / d;\
TS ~Sub.:/1,c;‘-fx:n/ } Filed___

No. 1683%. Your telegram No, 1119, June 1Oth,
Japeross December 8th message. ~Commonwealth Civilians
Cormittee Paper P. (44) 17 egreed to unanimously at

Committee July 6th,

HIGH COMMISSIONER
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HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA, -
CANADA HOUSE,

LONDON, S.W.I.

5rd June, 1944.

C g
j_do  Dear Mr. Rive, j\Q

I refer to your letter of May 22nd in which you
request that the decision of Sub Committee A regarding
a certain message from the Japanese Red Cross be secured.

e |
NLNG As we have no Jepanese prisoners of war in Canada
Aﬁ W““ %~ @nd as Sub Committee A tskes no cognisance of civilian

M interests, I did not see how we could bring the question
3 6\'\)].6% before Sub Committee A. I enclose,however, a draft of
N / JL":\N. an agenda paper for submission to the Commonwealth
e q Civitians Committee in which you will observe that it
A is proposed that the decisions be transmitted to Sub
Wﬁ& Committee A.
Should this paper meet with your approval, perhaps

you would telegraph me; or you might suggest alterations;
or you might even send a new paper in duplicate.

'T am, Sir,

q 0«5'»6%‘ " Your obedient Servent, |

Alfred Rive, Esq. 40 1 A"
Departmenzc of External Affairs, % W % Z /»f e :
) ,, /-/:» :

OTTAW A ?
/f/ﬁ/ oy LI
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COMMONWEALTH CIVILIANS COMMITTEE,

Requests by the Japanese for Transmission of Messages
~ %o their Wationals in Commonweaith countries.

(Paper submitted by the Canadian Government).

1. It appears to be the general practice in Commonwealth
countries to permit the distribution t¢ Japanese nationals of
messages of greetingg and comfort (for example Christmas
messages) received from the Japanese Red Cross or Japanese
Government., It has usually been stipulated that the Japanese
promise reciprocity. Canada is satisfied with this arrangement
and does not propose ¥ change so far as this sort of greeting
is concerned. &5

2.  About December 23rd, 1943, the I.R.C.C. Delegate in Csnada
forwarded for transmission the following message from the
Japanese Red Cross:-

"We Japanese wish you all good health and self-confidence
December 8th 1943, Members of House of Peers Hachiro
Arita Tsurukichi Maruyama",

3. The Canadian Government regarded this message celebrating
the anniversary of Pearl Harbour as a singularly impudent one.
They never considered allowing its circulation but were in doubt
whether to ignore the I.R.C.C. communication or to chide the
Committee for agreeing to transmit so unneutral a message. Other
CGovernments were consulted. New Zealand answered that the
Delegate had distributed the message without reference to Government;
had they been consulted they would have refused to allow its
distribution. Australia replied that they had received the
request and had agreed to circulation of the message subject to
reciprocity; reciprocity had not been promised and circulation
had not taken place; in view of Canada's decision, they would not
now perm%t its circulation. United States had not received such
a request.

4, On Jenuary 6th, an inter-governmental meeting was held at
Curzon Street House and a memorandum (annex 1) was circulated.

The meeting appears to have agreed that the message should not

be passed to the Japanese in Canada. The meeting would not

advise whether the request should be ignored but felt that if a
reply was sent, it should not be in the nature of a censure ef é%w
the International Committee,

5«  Accordingly Ottewa replied to the Delegate on January 13th as
follows:~

"I regret that after full consideration, I find that I am
unable to forward the message as requested because of its
evident propaganda purpose, which contrasts with other
messages accepted from Japan on previous occasions. In
particular, I draw your attention to the reference to
December 8th, the anniversary of the wanton attack by
Japanese forces on territoriezx of the United Nations in
the Pacifie™”,
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iix : On May 18th the Delegate sent to External a copy of

following telegram from Geneva:-

"After consultation British Legation, Berne, request

- you eppreach Ceanadian authorities. Please suggest
they reconsider decision not to trensmit message.
Having been entrusted this communiecation I.R.C.C.
would be forced inform sender impossible carry out
his request. In view prominent character signatories
this message such news might entail regrettable
consequences out of proportion to importance question®.

7. Canada feels that Commonwealth Governments should agree
upon the action to be taken in this and like cases, In the
present instance, it is gu%gested that the principal desire
of the International Committee is to be rid of the necessity
of forwarding the Canadian reply to the Japanese Government.
By referring the question to Canade, they have in fact rid
themselves of this obligation.

3 :
8, The Committee are therefore asked to agree that (a) Canada
refrain from replying to the Delegate's letter of May 18th;

(b) Delegate be told for the gopfidential information of
his principals the reason for no zétion being £iken; (¢) In

the future if requests for the transmission of messages which
go beyond @ mere form of greeting are received, they be
ignored; (d) Uncontroversial messages such as Christmas
greetings be received and dimtributed upon assurance of
reciprocity; (e) the Canadian Government inform United States
Government of these decisions; (f) These decisions be communi-
cated to the Secretary of Sub-Committee A for any action that
may seem proper to the Chairmean of that Commitiee. o
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OTTAWA, May 22nd, 1944,

Dear Mr. Scott,

With reference to my letter of February 3rd
relating to the request made by the Delegate of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross to deliver to Japaness
internees and prisoners of war the greeting from the Japanese
Red Cross, which contained a reference to December 8th. I
enclose copy of letter May 18th from the Delegate.

" You will note that the Delegate transmits the
text of a telegram which he has received from the International
Committee of the Red Cross at Geneva, which refers to the
consultation with the British Minister at Berne on this
subject. I also enclose copy of relevant correspondence
from our files,

I think it would be desirable for you to bring
this question up at the next meeting of the Imperial
Prisoners of War Committee . I feel that it is desirable
that we should agree with the Governmentsodf the United
Kingdom and other Dominions on the policy to be adopted in
handling such messages when they go beyond being a mere form
of greetings.

Yours sincerely,

(34d) @ Ruic
Alfred Rive.
S. Morley Scott, Esq.,

Canada House,
London, S.W.1l,



r,

I have the honour to acknowledge your letter of lay 18th
relating to  my" previous despatch No. 3 of January 135th
concerning a message from the International Committee of the
Red Cross, asking for permission on behslf o the Japanese
Red Cross to communicate a message to Japanecse nationals in
Canada.

Your reguest for reconsideration of the decision of
the Cenadian authorities not to forward the message in
question because of its evident propaganda purpose is
receiving consideration, and I shall let you know in due
course of the decision taken.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your cbedient Cervant,
ﬁextK;,Secretary of State
\ for External Affairs.

E.L. Maag, Esq.,
Delegate in Canada of the
2International Committee of the Red Cross,
1040 Sun Life Building,

Montreal, P.Qe



COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
DELEGATION AU CANADA

ERNEST L. MAAG MONTREAL,
DELEGATE 1040 SUN LIFE BUILDING
| May 18, 1944

?ur‘ AFFARS RECD
Department of External Affairs, . 4 g Vi N T
Ottawa, Ont. ! ,.“§"3(/6(‘;/,~./’jfk,gé;
Attention: Mr. N.A.Robertson, Under-Secy.of State iy G
for External Affairs. » ‘) SRl g,
/

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to your Despatch No.3, of January 13, 1944,
concerning a message from the International Committee of the Red Cross at Geneva,
asking for permission on behalf of the Japanese Red Cross to commmicate a cable
message to the Japanese nationals in Canada. In this commection I have now received
the following cable under date of May 17th, amd should appreciate having your decision

—at an early date:
[~ "722 AFTER CONSULTATION BRITISH LEGATION BERNE REQUEST YOU APPROACH ,
| CANADIAN AUTHORITIES CONCERNING QUESTION MENTIONED YOUR M/2947 STOP |
PLEASE SUGGEST THEY RECONSIDER DECISION NOT TO TRANSMIT MESSAGE STOP
HAVING BEEN ENTRUSTED THIS COMMUNICATION ICRC WOULD BE FORCED INFORM
SENDER IMPOSSIBLE CARRY OUT HIS REQUEST STOP IN VIEW PROMINENT CHARACTER &
SIGNATORIES THIS MESSAGE SUCH NEWS MIGHT ENTAIL REGRETTABLE CONSEQUENCES '
g OUT OF PROPORTION TO IMPORTANCE QUESTION =
L INTERCROIXROUGE C9405."

In our M/2947 mentioned above, we transmitted to Geneva your decision not to forward
the message in question.

\v

I have the honour to be,

Sir,

Your obedient servant,

Z A Maagy,

Delegate in Canada of the
/e INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS
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Ottawa, March 2nd, 1944,

AIR MAIL

No. DO
Sir:

I have the honour to reply to
vour WA-301 of January the 17th, 1944
concerning the message from the Japanese
Red Cross to the Japanese in Canada,

Our reply to the Delegate in
Cenada of the International Committee of
the Red Cross was as follows:

"I regret that after full
consideration I find that I am unable to
forward the message as requested because of
its evident propaganda purpose, whichcontrasts
with other messages accepted £rom Japan on
previous occasions., In particular, I draw your
attention to the reference to December the
eight, the anniversary of the wanton attach by
Japareﬂe forces on territories of the United
Nations in the Pacifiec,

I have the honour to be,
Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

4
.

ichretary of State
for External Affairs.

The Canadian Ambassador to the Uhited States,

Canadian Imbassy,

Washington, D.C.
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Ottawa, February 3: 1944

Alr Yail

Dear Mr. Scott,

You may be interested to hear the outcome of the
request made by the Delegate of the International Committee of the
Red Cross to deliver to Japanese internees and prisoners of
war the greeting from the Japanese Government, which included
a reference to the 8th of December,

You will remember that a letter was written to
the Delegate on the 13th January refusing to deliver the message-
because of its propagandist character,

From Australia we are now informed that the Govern-
ment there offered to dellver the message subject to reciprocity,
which was not offered. In view of our decision the Australian
Goveinment say they would not now deliver the message in any
event.

From Ne@ Zealand we are informed that the Red Cross
there delivered the*message to the Japanese without consulting

the Government, The latter say they would have refused to -
deliver the message but ocur High Commissioner points out that

previously they had sald they had no objection to the message.

From the United States we are informed that no such
message was tendered. Apparently the Government would have been
inclined to deliver it if it had been tendered, in the hope
that a similar message would have been allowed to our prisoners.

You will remember that we informed the United Kingdom
and the Governments of Australla and New Zealand of our refusal
to deliver the Japanese message.

Yours sinéerely,
- Koy
Under Secretary of State for
S.M. Scott, Esq., 6’~/ External Affairs,
Canada House,
London, SdaWels
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- TELEGRAM

From THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA IN AUSTRAL]A..‘

CYPHER W jﬂ? ==—=-CANBERRA, January 24t 1944.
No. 29 I % w&/ \
y A ,o )
ﬁ £

M
\? No, 29, Jenuary 24th. Your telegram No. 10 of January

13th.

fessage from Japanese Red Cross to Japanese in Canada,
External Affairs Department here did in fact receive request
on January 2nd to transmit same message as contained in your
telegram No, 246 of December 29th.

They replied to Intercross delegate that they would
transmit it subjeet to reciprocity which has not since been
forthcoming, In view of decision taken by you they state

that they would not transmit it now in any event,
HIGH COMMISSIONER.

Ree'd, 2:10 p.m,
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Ottawa, January 13, 1944

8ir,

I have the honour to refer to your letter
of December 22nd, transmitting a message from the Inter=
national Committee of the Red Cross at Geneva, asking for
permission on behalf of the Japanese Red Cross to come
municate a message to the Japanese nationals in Canada
as follows: :

"We Japanese wish you all good health and
selfconfidence December eighth Nineteenhundredfortythree.
Members of House of Peers Hachiro Arita Tsurukichi
Maruyema,”

I regret that after full consideration I find
that I am uneble to forward the message as requested
because of its evident propaganda purpose, which contrasts
with other messages accepted from Japen on previous
occasions,s In particular, I draw your attention to
‘the reference to December the eighth, the anniversary
of the wanton attack by Japanese forces oq”territories
of the United Nations in the Pacifie. /

I have the honour to be,

8ir,
Your obedient Servant,

’/ / St /‘/
Under-Secretary of State

for External Affairs,
The Delegate in Canada of the
International Committee of the Red Cross,
1040 Sun Life Building,
Montreal, Que.
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CYPHER ; &' WASHINGTON, Jenuary 17th, 1944,
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b
/2% WA-301. Your EX-4972 of December 29, 1943,
message from JAPCROSS to Japanese in Canada.

Due note has been taken of the text of the
message received by delegate of the I.R.C.C. in Canada,
and of his request to be allowed to send this message
to the Japanese in Canada.

Upon approaching the Special Division, they
stated that they had not received any similar message
in the United States, and they wondered how the message
was brought to the attention of the competent Canadian
authorities. From your telegram it appears that the
I.R.C.C. delegate in Canada received the message as
quoted in your telegram. Upon taking cognizance of the
contents of the message, the Chief of the Special
Division stated that he did not know what the United
States authorities would have done under similar
conditions, although he personally felt that he would
be in favour of heaving such a message transmitted. The
objectionable feature, of course, was the mention of
December 8th. However, by allowing the message to be
sent on, and if JAPCROSS is informed that it has been
delivered, it would give the Canadian Red Cross the

opportunity of sending a message on similar lines.

I, ‘i"“i ﬂ.f‘g |
A : § ?s‘*:ﬁ‘ ?Y Y.




TELETYPE

ANBASSADOR
From THE CANADIAN MHKISTER IN THE UNITED STATES

To THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA
f ) =

WASHINGTON,

It is hard from Weshington to suggest any course
of action to be taken if none has been taken so far,
and it is wondered whether the argument to allow this
message to be sent would make it possible for CANCROSS
to send a similar message referring to December 8th also.
The Canadian Embassy would appreciate being in-

formed of the final disposition of this matter.

CANADIAN AMBASSADOR
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TELEGRAM

FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFATIRS, CANADA

Tk THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA IN NEW ZEALAND ot ek
[ G

CYPHER _, 1 1
L 2. S 3‘/6“/&5 a.
Ottawa, January 15, 194§, rjuﬂ ~1{ Filed —

{ /

Your telegram No., 2 of January 5th. Message
v

from Japanese/Red Cress to(Japanese &n Canada:
: We are replying’toflntercross Delegate that
we are unable to forward the message %ecause of its evident %
propaganda gurpose, which contrasts with messeges previously

accepted. /We dpgﬁ ;is attention to the reference to December

2

, : / / !
eighth, the anniversary of the wanton attack by Japanese forces
/ g

on the United Natione in thefPacific.

lé¢$zé( SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS,

A
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FROM: THE SECRUTARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL|APFLIASGlCAWAEA

TO THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA IN THE “UNITED KINGDOM, LONDON
No. 70
CYPHER

Ottawa, Januaryr 13, 1944,

Your telegram No, 72 of January 7th. Messagé
from Japanese Red Cross to Japanese in Canada,

We are replying to Intercross Delegate that
we are unable to forward the message because of its
evident propaganda purpose, which contrasts with
messages previously accepted. We drgw his attention
to the reference to December eighth,the anniversary of

the wanton attack by Japanese forces on the United

4252?? Nations in the Pacific.

//4zg:é§(. SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.

= JAN I 1944

4"w:f,!*}f'y




TELEGRAM

FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRSi CANADA
TO: THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA IN AUSTRALIA

CYPHER

B

Woig: [ /G  Ottawa, January 13, 1944,

/ /

Your telegram No, 335 of December 30th. Message
from Japanese Red Cross to Japanese in Canada,

We are replying to Intercross Delegate that
we are unable to faward the message because of its evident
propaganda purpose, which contrasts with messages previously
accepted. e dr%% his attention to the reference to December
eighth, the anniversary of the wanton attack by Japanese forces

on the United Nations in the Pacifice.

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.




) TELEGRAM co®

From THE HIGH COMMISSIONI%FOR CANADA IN NEW ZEALAN% ‘/

, A
To THE SECRETARY OF FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, CANADA /f'e{’) Y%
; W [ siae =5
“) ; @ . L3¥E. /\:‘
3
CYPHER _ WELLINGTON, January 5th, 1944,

NO. 2 w

AL

/ﬁ No. 2. January 5th. MUy telegram No. 94 of
December 30th and your telegram No. 69. Just
informed by External Affairs Department that a similar
message from Japanese House of Peers has only now been
brought to their attention, it having been already
distributed to Japanese internees and prisoners of war
by local delegate of Intercross without consulting them.
They now maintain that if they had been consulted they
would have refused its distribution, although at the time
I discussed your telegram under reference with the
Department they stated that they had no objection to

distribution of such messages.

HIGH COMMISSIONER

Rec'd 11:46 a.nm.
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e ey oy

From THE HIGH COMMISSIONEI%gOR CANADA IN AUSTRALIA 3 ?’Ggﬂ%

To THE SECRETARY ow& FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS{ ‘CANADA X Filad |

o g5 %

CYPHER

NQ. 335 *W |

wr

246 of December 29th, message from Japcross to

No, 335. Decembe:150th. Your telegram Yo,

Japanese in Canada, _ :

1., Hodgson advises no such request made here
and if made would not have been entertained.

2. Intercross delegate here, on behalf of
Japeross, asked leave to send yeaﬁ% end message to
Japanese here from Japcross and wes advised that if
Japcross would convey similar message from Australian
Red Cross to Australians in Japanese hands that they
would agree to delivery of suggested message here,

No reply as yet,

HIGH COMMISSIONER

Bee?d 12:57 p.m.




| TELEGRAM w"{)

No. 94. December 30th. Your telegram No. 69

VI of December 29th. Last year New Zealand Government
received through Intereross message from Japanese
Minister for Foreign Affairs addressed to Japanese
nationals in New Zealand and no objection was taken

to delivery. No similar message from an official
source has been received this year. However, message
has been received from Japeross through Intercross
addressed to Japanese inteirnees. Local delegate of
Intercross delivered it to the three Japanese internees
and to prisoners of war,

New Zealand Government feel that ommission of
official message this year is probably accounted for by
the faet that all Japanese nationals interned here who
wished Go be repatriated to their own country had already

left New Zealend in November for Australia.

HIGH COMMISSIONER
Re@é'd 8:12 a.,m,.
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FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR E;Z‘ERNAL AFFATRS, OTTAWA

TO: THE HIGH COMMISSIONLR FOR CAN 7 IN AUSTRALTIA ,wC}aNB;;—}P.,A,;‘-o

FL.'::TW oK Bl e |

@y CTEER Lo St 0
. - : S s lf‘(r ”,‘/f/r "’j / "
NOa( /4 (o OTTAWA, December 2@8th, 19431l 119727 Lo~

\ )Y
/ b p /( '/J/ Lt i
Message from Japtross' to Japanese/i' Canada{
Tntereross 6elegate “nas enquired whether 7

X P v p 751 v 0 -
following/ message érom/Japcross received by him fhrough Inter<
/4

cross may be ‘sent to/Japanese/in /Ganada ! Begins. {We Tapanese”

/
wish /you/all/good/he_alth/and /selfconfidenc(December eighth iy
nineteenhundredfortythi-ee/. Members of /House of /Pee/rs(HaéhirO/
Arita’ Tsurukichi’ Mardyamd S Ends./

We are/considering/whether/simply/to/

ignore éhis [request éltogether for to (make /strong( representations f

(

to (‘Lntex’cross on thé impropriety(bf their/action/in/relayﬁng

the [message g

(

Please report (views of ‘Australian
Government{ and if/they nave received[similar( request,/ what ‘

action(has been /taken (by them.(

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNBL AFFAIRS.

o DEC29 1943 ,,

S



) AVR/EN
W

. FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, OTTAWA .
] EY T -

T0: THE HIGH BOMMISSIONER FOR CANADA IN NEW ZE AND, WELLINGTON

EEES ' V&2 01 1)
CYPHER B 246 Y- PR 0
Voo il ,
NO. b b OTTAWA, December 28t 1%, ) = -

{
i { trorf Tap (to' Jid ¢ i
lMessage! fronf Japcross’ to Japanese iff Canada.

Inte:./cro ss (Delegate /has /énquired whether ¢

4 /
following/message( from(Japfcross /received/by him/through

o ( ( [130cumanaiimeina s
Intercross fmay be!sent tolJapaneselin Canada. Begins. \We /
Japanese (wi sh 'you éll /good (health(and(selflconﬁdence ,December
eighthrnineteenhundredfortythree‘.” Members of/House of {Peéi‘s/
Aachird Arika ‘Tsulru(ci@hi{h&aru{ramé { Ends./

We are {considering/whether/simply ’to ignore /
/to fi
7

this [request/altogether /<;r to(make /strong Krepresentations
Interéross {)n theiimpropriety fof their /éction/in (relay"lng the
message. /.

Please report/views of (New Zealand

/

Government /and if‘(they havelreceived éimilar (request,' what

actionl has been/taken(by them s

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAR AFFAIRS.




»}u‘g}) AVR/EN

FROM: THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL ! FATRS, OTTAWA

TO: THE CANA@IAN MINISTER TO THE UNITED STATES, NASHINﬁTQN
‘ //\"f,»‘//\'
O;L/C‘ 4

)

CYPHER
Foea0 Ca g R oy
NO.EN-49 72 OTTAWA, December aeth) 1943,

hlessage from Japcross to Japanese in Canada,

Intercross Delegate has enquired whether
following message from Japcrogs received by him through
Inter-cross may be sent to Japanese in Canada., Begins. We
Japanese wish you all good health and selfconfidence
December eighth nineteenhundredfortythree. Illembers of House
of Peers Hachiro Arita Tsurukichi Maruyama. Inds.

We are considering whether simply to
ignore this request altogether or to make strong
representations to Intercross on the imprbpriety of their
action in relaying the meésage.

Please report views of United States

authorities and if they have received similar request, what

action has been taken by them.

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS.



0 ,{,y AVR/EN
FROM: TE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFALRS, OTTAWA

. - ,’/_- /’,/ d 4" (/- \
‘t- TO: THE HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR CANADA 1IN GREAT BRITAIN%iﬁ?/H/\ ©
| VA4

CYPHER f ,@C /B
NOZ S ‘3/ OTTAWA, December 28t£, 1943,

lMessage from Japcross to Japanese in Canada.

Intercross Delegate has enquired whether
following message from Japcross received by him through Inter-
cross may be sent to Japanese inCanada. Begins. We Japanese
wish you all good health and selfconfidence December eighth
nineteenhundredfortythree. lMembers of House of Peers Hachiro
Arita Tsurukichi Maruyama. Ends.

We are considering whether simply to ignore

<this request altogether or to make strong representations to

Intercross on the impropriety of their action in relaying the
message, We would be interested to learn views of United

Kingdom.

SECRETARY OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFATRS.




NOTE FOR MR RIVE. '{{\ fﬂ

MAB/LR
December 23rd, 1943,

Japanese messages through I.C.R.C.

1. We have already agreed to the transmission
of the following messages:

(a) New Year's greetings from the Japanese Red Cross

3 1flosy- AK- 4o 10 Japanese internees.,

572-733-31

(b) I.C.R.C. greetings. to interneés of all nationalities
(including the Japanese &éé-Angler

2. I consider that the Japanese proposal to send
the attached message is insolent ., The impropriety of
relaying through the I.R.C. propaganda to raise enemy
morale seems apparent.

3., As "PearlHarbor Day" has 1assed the occasion
for the message may be considered to the*past.

4, Mr., Scott suggests lettlng this message "die"
and I agree. FPossibly Mr. lMaag will also. If he writes
again however, perhaps we may convey & little of the above,
Do you agree‘>




P

25N\ COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
so? DELEGATION AU CANADA
[$)

o
ERNEST L. MAAG W}’/r MONTREAL, December 22, 1943
DELEGATE ' 1040 SUN Lng.Buq.pgNG ety
yi"»"‘»“ T
Department of External Affairs, ;j 3 3¢é./, AK. ¢(7;

QLR ERARWAL S Sae N A8 B A R e s DL T R T T T e s e R

Sirs, ‘_uu _&C' on. ilnv

IR TSy

I have the honour to transmit to you a message just recelved from my
Principals in Geneva, asking for permission on behalf of the Japanese Red Cross
to commmnicate a message to the Japanese nationals in Canada, as follows:

"WE JAPANESE WISH YOU ALL GOOD HEALTH AND SELFCONFIDENCE DECEMBER
EIGHTE NINETEENHUNDREDFORTYTHREE.MEMBERS OF HOUSE OF PEERS HACHIRO
ARITA TSURUKICHI MARUYAMA."

Will you please inform me if it is permissible to transmit this message.
For your information I am also enclosing a copy of the telegram received.

- I'have @he.'honbur to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,

Delegate in Canada of the
n/c, INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS
Encl.



8 INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS COMMITTEE "

DELEGATION IN CANADA

COPY OF INCOMING CABLEGRAM:

Cable !‘Bceived from: (V% Y e, oRe 9 .Gen.eva . Da:te receified : . Dec .21/43

MI'35 NYRS GENEVE 40/39 = 20 1800

NIT MAAG MONTREAL

602 FOLLOWING OUR 592 JAPANESE REDCROSS COMMUNICATES US ALSO FOLLOWING MESSAGE QUOTE
WE JAPANESE WISH YOU ALL GOOD HEALTH AND SELFCONFIDENCE DECEMBER EIGHTH NINETEENHUNDRED-
FORTYTHREE MEMBERS OF HOUSE OF PEERS HACHIRO ARITA TSURUKICHI MARUYAMA UNQUOTE

INTERCROIXROUGE A928T7




Ottawa, June 8, 1943
Qur file No. 3464-AR-4O

To: Department of National Defence (Army), (POW), Ottawa

Subject: Message to Japenese in Canada from Japanese Red Cross

I enclose a letter dated 2nd June addressed
to P,1249 T, TANAKA, Spokesman of Camp 101 by the Delegate
in Cenede of the International Red Cross, embodying a
message from the Japanese Red Cross sent through Geneva.
May this be sent forward please, I enclose a copyfor
your file.

ey, o
{

/. Undgffséoretary of State
1 for External Affairs,




HGS/LB
3464-AR=-40

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Ottawa, June 8, 1943

No. T2

Sir,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt
of your letter of 2nd June, 1943, enclosing a letter
to the Camp Spokesman at Camp 101 and also a letter
to the British Columbie Security Commission enclosing
twenty~-four coples of the Red Cross message for
transmission to the various Japanese concentration
centres,

These have been sent forward.

I have the honour to be,
S8ir,

Your obedient servent,

9 »’ﬂ/ ;ﬂ,ﬁy%:k:?llgy
}’nﬂel‘ Secretary of State
-~ for External Affairs,

The Delegete in Canada of the
Tnternational Red Cross Committee,
1040 Sun Life Building,
Montreal, P.Q.



Qttawa, June 8, 1943

Our file No. 3464-AR-40

To: The Deputy Minister of Labour, Department of Labour, Ottawa

Subject: Message to Japanese in Canada from Japanese Red Cross

I enclose a letter deted 2nd June, 1943,
addressed to the British Columbia Security Commission by
the Delegate in Canada of the Internatlional Red Cross
Committee which in turn encloses 2& copies of a message
to the Japanese in Canada sent through tha International
Red Cross Committee of Geneva,

May these be sent forward to the addresses,
please; I enclose coples of the letters for your file,

P / ,/
52 ‘-rf"'g /) . /’ 7 el //
Undar Secretary of State for
«;f External Bffairs,

7

[:‘ F’



WTER,
\ ”"I)o COMITE INTERNATIONAL DE LA CROIX-ROUGE
5 DELEGATION AU CANADA

ERNEST L. MA/\Q MONTREAL, June 2, 1943

e 1040 SUN LIFE BUILDING

' : IEXTCRUALAFE o« 2oCORDS

» (L |EXTERMAL LFE = IR

\ Department of External Affairs, \y/) ‘¢ g . 40' ‘/J

%'}‘ O t t A S ? Orlt. ' “!J i": f. £ . ‘ -ﬁg‘l‘. % é/A ‘Jg
( | P P R —

Attentions: Mr. S.Morley Scott.
Dear Mr. Scott, L
In answer to your Despatch No.50 of Mgy 11th, having re{erence to a

message intended for Japanese in Canada, I am enclosing herewith a 1étter addressed

— % —
|
-Su!v.;f,;%f:rs': ‘Lff_f-":ief?_,,‘»

=]

to the Spokesman of Camp 101 as well as a letter addressed to the British Columbia
Security Commission, with enclosures.

' I should be very glad if you would kindly send these letters .on to the
parties concerned if they meet with your approval.

Yours sincerely,

Delegate in Canads of the
M/D INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS COMMITTEE

Encls.



June 2, 1943

DELEGATION
AU CANADA +

T. TANAKA, P.1249,
Spokesman, Camp 101,
Base m PuOo,

Ot tawa s

'Dear Mr. Tanaka,

&)

&,
ey (o8

I have received the following message from Geneva, with the
request to transmit it to you:

"THE JAPAVESE RED CROSS ASK US TO TRANSMIT TO THE JAPANESE

INTERNENS AND RESIDEATTS THEIR FULLEST ASSURANCE OF THE

UTHOST PROVISIONS BEING MADE FOR THE DEPENDENTS BY THE

NISEI FEDERATION OF JAPAN. SIGNED PROF TAKIZO MATSUMOTO

PRESITENT AND MRS MIKI SAWADA CHAIRMAN OF THE NISEI RELIEF

COMMITTEE , ; |

; My interpretation of this message is that the Nisei Relief Committee
in Japan wishes to sgssure the Japanese in Canada that the dependents of Jépanese, i.e.
the children of Japanese parents residing in Japan,but living in Canada at present,
are being well looked after by them and there is no need for anxiety about their
wellbeing.
I trust that this message will cheer you and those anxious about the

welfare of their loved onés in the homeland.

Yours sincerely,

W/.%

Delegate in Canada of the
u/D INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS COMMITTER
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June 3, 1943

British Columbia Security Commission,
355 Burrard St.,
Vancouver, B.C.

Attention: Mr. George Collins.
Dear Mr, Collins,

I have received a message from Geneva, to be distributed to all Japanese
settlements, and I am enclosing twenty-four copies so that you may forward them to
the various centers. If more copies are required, please let me know.

Yours sincerely,

Delegate in Canada of the
/D INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS COMMITTEE

Encls.



T June 3, 1943

Copy of cable received from Genevas

SIAPANBOE RED CROGS REQESTS US TO CUNVEY 90 JAPANESE INTERNERS AND
RESIDENTS OUR FULLEN ASSURANCE OF FVERY PROVIUION BEING MADE FOR
TEPENDENTS BY THE NXSEI PEDERATION OF JAPAN, SIGEAR FPROP TAKIZC
MATZUMOTO PRESIIENT AND MES WIKI SAWADA CHATHMAN OF THR RISEX

KLY Soeam.t D ERCHOLROUGE 439,

: Our interpretetion of this messsge is that the Nisel Relief Committee
in Jupan wishes to assure you that everything poesible ie being done for depend-
ents in Japan whoee relatives reside in Canada. Some of the perents living heve
have children in Japen and Professor Tekiso ¥atsumoto, President of the Nised
Helief Committee, snd Nrs, Niki Uewnda, Chairman of the Nisei Relief Committee,
wish to assure you that these depwmdents will mot have to suffer bardship due
to the absence of thelr parents from their homeland.

I trust that this message will cheer those whom it concerns and will
reliove them of some of their enxieties.

st 1. sy

Delognte in Canada of the
lﬁ INTERNATIONAL RED CROSS COMOTTEE

|

b e o i AN R, .
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P , SMS/EN

EXTERMNLY /
A DATCRRAL FTFAIRST . T, S
\ ﬁm“ﬁﬁﬁzgﬁé4gﬁujz ki%i;an; )4d7

4‘5(‘wl¢im.._,_ Tany 1 228>

S kv )

OTTAWA, May 1lth, 1943,

Ko, $O

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to your despaten of May 2nd
enclosing a copy of Geneva cable 439, Thls is a message
intended for Japanese in Canada.

I wish to inform you that there is no objection to
the substance of thics communication being given to
Japanese., I believe, however, that the text should not
be sent out. My I suggest that a letter be written stating
that the Japanese Red Cross Soclety have sent a message
through the International Red Cross Committee addressed to
all Japanese in Canada. The purport of this message is
that full provision is being made by the liisei Federation
of Japan for the welfare of the category of persons referred
to in the telegram, I am obliged to confess that I do not
know what 1s mesnt by the phrase "sons and daughters® bLut
doubtless you will find some way of paraphrasing that parg
of the message., There 1s no objection to stating who waaa;lﬂ4,
sign)the telegranm,

4s to the method of conveying thé message,clearly
tne best way of reaching internees is to write a letter
to the Camp Spokesman to be gent through the usual channels.,
If you will send me coples of the message as
paraphrased by you, I should be happy to send them to the
B,C, Security Commission for distribution to the camps.
On the whole, I think this would be a more rapid way than
to send them through the ordinary postal channels where they

may be delayed by censorship.

. Maag, Es
Tl Defégatg In Canada of the International Red Cross Committee,

Sun Life Building,
Montreal, P.Q.



oD -
I should be inelined to advise leaving it to the

editor of the New Canudian to print the message if he

pleases. He is bound to get a copy at Kaslo,

I have the honour to be,
51r,
/4 Your obedignt servent,
/

N S dg T
/é > Under‘Secretery of State
- y/

/ = for External Affairs.
y’»



SMS/BCF
May 4/43

NOTE TO_MR. STONE

Mr. Maag has sent this cgble from Geneva which the
Japanese Red Cross wishes to reach all Japanese internees
and residents in Canada. Best way would be to send a copy
to the Director of Prisoners of War for internees and to tell
Maag that he may send copies to B.C. Security Commission for
Japanese Spokesmen in villages,for him to send tc the villagesg

fhrough censorship would cause delays.

However, the first question is whether you think the
telegram should reach the Japanese at all. Its meaning, I
take it, is that the families in Japan of Japanese in Canada
are being well looked after.

Mr. Maag should have his answer as quickly as may bqyﬁd//

S /w’ﬂ'a/;
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