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The Hon. Humphrey Mitchell,

Minister of Labour,
The Dominion Government,

Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear Honourable Sir:

IRECONCILIATION

303,

Room

74 NiNG

IF'oronTOo 1, ONTARIO

STREET LEAST

i _JU‘.:.

6th, 1945. 24 % TR
Dapur\umul ol
LN ‘

REC!

We are attaching herewith a statement with reference
to the Japanese-Canadians which is self-explanatory.

We believe that the way in which we, as a mation, deal

with this problem is the acid test of Canadlan democracy.

We,

therefore, urge that you implement our recommendations.

AGW /W

Yours respectfully,
FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION,

’ -
/ e y 2 b&/rﬂ#f
4 MNIEA AN n L/‘--a.

..oo;.kjfl
J. Lavell Smith, Chairman.

____——-

/6__:‘_:_‘,./‘/(_\__..____—--

....-.........‘.I.......O.l....

A. Godfrey Watson,
Executive Secretary.




FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION
Room 303, 74 King 8t. E.,
Toronto, Ontarioe.

Statement with reference to the Japanese—Canadians

1 Re Canadian citizens of Japanese origin:

relo

sense of injustice at the
up their lives anew

WHEREAS it is stated that a large percentage of those in Britiah columbia

cation centres have applied to go to Japan after the war, and

—

WHEREAS we belleve that among the reasons for their decision is thelr
denial to them of citizenship rights and the nazard of takxing

in central and eastern Canada, in spite of the best efforts of the

Government Commissioners on replacement, and

made acute by
judgment need no longer be imposed;

tion, petition the
ship of Canadlians ©

l.

2e

Se

4o

5.

II Re Japanese nationals resident in Canada:

g elsewhere in Canada has been

WHEREAS this sense of imsecurity in locatin
that in our

war-time emergency restrictions, Federal and Provincilal,

WE, the members of the National Council of the Fellowship of Reconcilia~-
Prime Minister of Canada and his cabinet to recognize now the citizen=

f Japanese origin and grant them their full rights.

WE urge in particular,

the Dominion Government seek at once ways and means of encouraging and
e in the various provinces of the

icipalities that 1%t is in the
ement should be encouraged by
implementation of the

THAT
ajiding Canadians of Japanese origin to locat

Dominion and to assure the Provinces and Mun
ijnterest of this Dominion that permanent settl
them, not only as a mothod of dispersal but also as an

rights of Canadian citizenship.
THAT the restrictions with respect to the purchase of property by Canadians of
Japanese origin be lifted.

jes be essisted in re-establish-

ttling east of the Rock

THAT those desirous of ee
which

ing themselves in those lines of work for

are equippede.
THAT all who have suffered financial loss with respect to property an
d as a result of relocation ekedd be emnified.

instruments of their livelihoo
THAT those who for any reason may have signed the application to g0 to Japan be
informed that they are free to reverse their decision and to register their

change of mind accordinglye

by experience and training they
d the

justice Japanese nationals with a clear
Canada and take out Canadian citizen—-
ime as many disabilities as possible

WE urge that in the interest of

record be given opportunity to remain in
ship after the war, and that in the mesant

be removede




Department of lnhou_r,
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SOCIEtary w l11ﬂ-"‘ .
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163 Moumt Pleasant Road,

Toronto, May lst,
19 4 5,

Hon, Humphrey Mitchell,
Minister of Labor,
ST T AW A

Dear Sir:-

I have just heard that the Dominion Government

has past an edict that the Japanese, (Canadian born) ef B,C.,
must decide to either go back to Japan or else move to the

Eastern Provinces.

I understand that in coming East they are
given no promise of being able to earn a livelihood, rent
or own property or security of any kind.

I therefore ask that these restrictions be
lifted; that 21 agreement be made between Federal and
Provineial Governments whereby they may move among us as
Canadian Citizans, having the same Freedom and pPrivileges
as the Canadian Germans or Italians have had, and expect

to have.

Thank you,

Jie 97 Bros
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What should be done with the Japanese in Canada®?

Tonight's programme "This Veek"™ brings you two different points
of view on this problem which is receiving such wide attention
at the present time.

Our speakers are two well-known British Colusbia citizens -
Mr. Austin Harris of Richmond community on the lower B.C.
mainland, and Dr, Norman Black of Vancouver.

First we will hear from transcription the view expressed by
dr, Austin 'larris on this question.

Mr, Harris.

!ﬂnl}}":R ONE LA B B B BN EE NN EETE N

And now to bring you a second point of view on this matter, here
is Dr, Norman Black of Vancouver - Dr, Black,

TFT’}B:-::'{ TO LA B B B BN BN NN NN

This evening we have brought you the opinions of two British
Colunmbia citizens on the question - "Yhat should we do with the
Japanese, " You have heard views expressed by Mr. Austin Harris
of Richmond community and Dr. Norman Black of Vancouver. Thise
has been another programme in the serijes of topical broadcasts
under the general title of "This Yeek."

Another programme in this series will be heard next Saturday
at this same time.

THIS IS THE CANADIAN BROADCASTING CORPORATION.
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Aust in Farris.

I feel that I can speak with some asuthority on the
attitude of at least one prominent ritish Columbia community on this
subject, "What Should Ve Do with the Japanese." -

Principally, we 4o not want these people pack in our
And asdded to that, we feel that after Tighting the Japanese for

community.
action to deport those still left in our

all these years we should now take
midst - that is send them back to their native land.

been said on many occasjions that our Canafdian

overnment lhas no power to repatriate the Japanese. It is my confjention, and
llow residents in Richmond community, that no person

of Japanese ancestry can be a true British subject as long as every Japanese
born in a foreign country must register with a Japanese consul or with the
Japanese homeland. T insist that no person can be a subject of two countries
and be loyal to both any more than a man can have two wives and be loyal to

both.

It has

2

that of many of my fe

Then again the Japanese 4o not want to assimilate any more
than we do. rersonally, I would estimate that less than five percent of
s are successful for those involved.

intermarriage

I speak as one who has lived on the lower mainland of
British Columbia for over half a century, and who has had dealings with the
Japanese in several lines of business during that time. 3 have had occasion
to make a study of this question over a period of more than forty years. And
T honestly believe that T am in a better position tu comment on the question
than many of those who have not had sufficient experience even Lo tell a

Japanese from a Chinese.

T would like to read you an extract from the Encyclopedia
Britannica eleventh, twelfth or thirteenth edition, voluss De It reads:
*Japanese resident of Australasia - that ineludes Australia, Tasmania and
Wew Zealand - in 1904, seventy One thousand one hundred and twenty nine. 1In
1906 the number had reduced to three thousand two hundred and geventy four.
This means that in two years Australasia deported sixty seven thousand eight

hundred and fifty five Japanese.

Expediency, rather than race

the Australasians to halt further {neursions snd to dep
there. Their action helped to save their country in leter ¥y _;_
gonquest, it shortened the Pacific war {rmeasurably, and 1t gaved countless x
thousands of Allied lives. ToO we here in Canada owe a simlilar duty to our |

future generations? Astion which I believe we nay shortly be called upon %o
take may decide this question.

It is idle to say that Canada,
which the Japanese have committed countless atrocities upon
people cannot achieve sonstitutionally that which Australas

stitutionally when at peace.

Race hatred does mot have U
admire a lion in his cage, but coumon gense tel

emorgtnstmnablo«\ymrtn
millions of innocent

ia achieved con-

o enter the case at all. ¥Fe
1ls us not to let him loose in

our midst.
h only a few years

1f the other provinces of Canada wit
experience don't want the Japanese, is there any reason why British golunbia,

)




with a half contury of painful sxperience should be saddled with them whan
s0 many Oof us most decidedly don't want them. Especially in view of the
fact that British Columbia would be the point of invasion from the VWest in
the event of another Pacific Var. It is widely believed here that the
Japanese were in British Columbia before the war for one purpose only - ;
that of peaceful pensetration. Jt has been said that the Japanese were *
brought here by the big bDusiness interests for cheap labour. Such was not
the ocase. It has bdeen proven from their own writings that over a hundred
years ago the Japanese were talking of aggresaion against the Americas.
Many of the Japanase

This was long bdefore there were big interests here.
here at the time of Pearl NMarbour were here for the sole purpose of alding
If the enemy had struck

their countrymen when they invaded our coast.
at our goast instead of Pearl Harbour, where would we be today.
We have been told lately of plans for the appointment

of a commission for the purpose of separating the loyal from the disloyal
I believe with many others who have known the Japanese from

Japaness,
direct{ that there are none loyal to the British Crown.
contact,

The Japanese congeption of religion is entirely different
to ours. Their whole gtandard of living and mode of living is soO different
to ours that it would seem impossible for the two groups ever to live and
work together peacefully.

Between the time of Fearl Harbour and the movement of
the Japanese from the coast area, I, and many others in Richmond community
were told by numbers of Japanese including many of those born in Canada,
that in less than six months the Japanese soldiers would be in B.C. and
that we would be working for then. Others said that the Japanese soldiers
would be inm British Columbia before the security commission could get the

B.C. Japanese moved away from 'he coast.
I have good

Industrially these people are not needed.
reason to know that individually the great majority of the officials of the
Since

western canning companies do not want these people back on the coast.
the Japanese were moved from the coast the fishing industry has carried slong

as though there had never been any Japanese in the countrye.
My contemtion is that every Japanese, male or female,

allowed to remain in Capada after the war is going to take the place of a
And that man or womapn may be returned from our sServices.

white man Or woman.
Are these returned people going to stand around, watch the Japanese doing

their work and do nothing about 1t?
T believe it is the duty of everyone on the home front

to do all in their power to see that the returned men and women have jobs
that will enable them to live at a fair Canadian standard.
T know that this whole gquestion of what we should do with

the Japanese is one which requires a great deal of thought, but I feel - and
I know that a great many people in our rural British Columbia commmnities
feel - that the Japanese must not be sllowed to come back to our cormunities

to take over businesses, industries, apd jobs which should be kept for our ‘

own service men.

‘i\.l
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In the military interests of Canada as a whole, the

fedaral government evacuated from their homes in the coastal area of
British Columbia a large number of inoffensive people. Mundreds of them

wore Canadian c¢itizens by birth, some of them third generation Cansdians.

Others weare Canadian by naturalization, still others were Japanese matiomals.

For a matter of yoars prior to that event, Canadian residents of Japane se

stock had been subject to continuous and searching official scrutiny by the

Royal Canadian Mounted Police. Responsible officials of that body have assured

the poople of Canada that no single case of sabotage is attributable to our
These same authorities, and the Prime

residents of Japanese ancestry.
Minister himself, have borne witness that in the overwhelming ma jority of
cases the conocuct of evacuees has been irreproachable.

In any large and unselected group of fdk there will be
However,

people of different sorts, - some of them perhaps undesirables.
the Japanese in Canada have always been conspicuous for their law-abiding
habits, industry amnd thrift, for their scrupulous cleanliness and pleasing
manners, and for their eagerneas to Canadianize their children by securing
for them the advantages of the best educational opportunities available to

then.
Such few of our Canadian residents of Japanese blood as

have shown themselves undeserving of a home in this country are to be deported.
Any others who may desire to return to the land of their ancestors are promised
Indeed, an obvious defect in

liberal treatment by the Canadian authoritieés.
recent official pronouncements is that they seem calculated to encourage those

who may be willing to abandon their status as Britssh subjects and citizens of
Canada, rather than to encourage those evacuees who, throusgh these difficult

years, have remained unshaken in their fidelity to this land of their adoption.

However many there may be who despair of re-pstablishing
livable social conditions and economic security and have come to the sorrowful
conclusion that Canadian law is &nadegquate for the protection of their rights
and dignity, there will certainly be many others who will elect to remain in
this country - which for moast of them is the land of their birth. For these

people hames must be found by the same federal authority that deprived them
Decent respect for their

of the homes that they occupied prior to evacuation.

legitimate interests, and for the interests of all Canada, requires that these

unfortunate folk should be dispersed among the various Cansdian provinces.
That same respect for the legitimate interests of these people, uprooted in

implementation of military policies aiming at the security of the Dominion as
a whole, calls for a readiness on the part of provineial govermments to forget

their fueds and wounded dignities and to rememver that we are all Canadians.

It is possible that the Nominion government has not taken
It is also possible

steps that would have facilitated provincial so-operation.

that evacuess are at present distributed East of the Rogkies on the basis of

federal promises, the fulfilment of which has turmed out to be politieally

imposgible and socially indefensible. If so, the relevant agreements must

be revised and the several provinces must, with all the cheerfulness possible

under the circuustances, zrapple effectively with their responsibilities as parts
The call is for stateamanship and a practical demonstrat ion

of this PDominion,
of loyalty to Canada,

to them in the establishment of new homes.

Clear announcement is overdue as to what assistance the
zovernment which deprived these people of their homes is prepared to extend




A clue to the correct poliay may be found in consideration
of what we would have domne if, for purposes of national security, it had been
necessary to evacuate from their homes any considerable number of Canadian
residents and citigens of Occidental stock. There can be no doubt that

their real property would have been expropriated at a fair price; that the
federal authorities would have accepted any necessary financial responsibility
apd that

for their economic re-establishment in other parts of the NDominion;
the provineial authorities would have given all needed co-operation for the
solution of a national problen. I think that my hearers will agree with me
that the aceident of complexion is insufficient ground for denying neighbourly

treatment to any group of Cansdian citizens.
The population of Canada consists of racial or national

groups every one of which is a minoprity group. The relations between a
number of these sections of our population leave much to be desired, and it
is the busineses of statesmen, and of good citizens in general, to fight
goctionalism and racism with all the weapons at their disposal. Bvery
evidence of antipathies based upon creed or ancestral stock, no matter
against what minority these antipathies are directed, constitutes a danger
to the unity of Canada. Ungenerous treatment of any minority endangers the
rights and gecurity of ohher such groups.

Fellow Canadians, the dictates of magnanimity and generosity

rarely lead us astray. In this case policies based upon those dictates will
protect the dignity of Canada and make it possible for our country to do its
Without generous cooperation on the part of the provinees that duty

duty.
cannot be performed.




Victoria Branch
ANADIAN PENSIONERS' ASSOCIATION
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Pemberton Bldg., Fort 5t.,
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24th March 45

/e Le Mc .Kenzie King. Esq.,
Prime Minister.

Honorable Sire.
Re Japanese 1n Canada

At a recent meeting of this Association the following opinion
was recorded. Resolved by the Canadlian Pensioners Associatlon
Vietoria Branch. that in the lnterests of Canada, 8s @ whole,

and in particular of this Province of British Columbila.

All persons of Japanese Blood and ancestry be repatriated to
Japan as soon as posslible, at the Conclusion of Hostilitiles

with that Country. and be it further resolved that Japanese

be disallowed, entry into Canada for all time.

A1l of which is respectfully submitted.
We Remain Honourable Sir.
Yours Respectfully

Canadian. Pensioners. Association

Sgd.) Re C. Keane

Hon. Secretarye.
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Criticism of Action of Can.Govt, re Japanese Nationals

To friend:s

Contents of letter is as follows:

I thank you for your letter of the 5th
very pleased to hear from that
m Stores and my office.

surprised but
often to and from Malka

Maika 72 store building 1s empty and n

warehouse building at the rear
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has not been favourable.
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From an issue of your paper which was handed to me
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o
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would be necessary to deal with the
Events have indicated that such

d4za-born Japanese, You will also
ede resolutionm

h has given me a great amount of concern,

that the apprcach thus far

rportance .

these
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people who have been uprooted and made

of Canada toward those
homeless and (2) that in fulfilling that responsibility care
must be taken that the solution shall be such as will make for
the ultimate assimilation of those of Japanese race who may
80 that the future will be freed from the dangery

remain in Canada
of any race prohiclo
In the proposals which I made I suggested that all
‘apanese nationals and their children under sixteen years of age
be returned to Japan. I confess that I was not even then satisfied
with that suggestion. Further reading and consideration have
compelled me to the conclusion that such action is not justifiable.
quare with my conscience the proposition of
have been born in Canade and who

I find that I cannot s

sending back to Japan children who

have grown to any age in this country, provided their parents agree
up. The same agplies in respect

to Jeapanese

to_the conditions whiech I would set

of Canadian~born Japanese girls who may be marrie
all Japanese should be glven the option of remaine-
h the conditions or those

nationals., Elther
ing in Canada on compliance wit
sompulsorily sent te Japan should be only unmarried Japanese
n3tionals and Married Japanese nationals with wives of Japanese
possibly with children born since

birth but wiThout ehildren (or
Pearl Harbour only). On that polnt T have not yet fully come o
conelusions.
The matter of conditions is that to whiech I should
expect you would possibly take immediste exception. No one recognizes
set up conditions such as were
>

more c¢learly than I do that to
proposed by me, and particularly that providing for a ten-year
agreement, involves infringement of the ordinary rights of Canadian
citizenship., However, it is my belief that, if the end to be
& course, we should not hesitate to take
-th homes

achieved Jjustifies such
it, The enrds to be sought are those of (1) providing y
been Torelbly taken from their

and means of livelihood those who have
homes and whose properties and means of livellhood have heen taken
from them (2) Settling such people in locations and under sueh
conditions as will contribute most to their being absorbed into

the soclal, economic and politlcal life of the country,

It is the latter consideration which glves me most
concern, There 1is no great difficulty involved in the first part of
the problem i1f no account is to be tsken of the second part; since

be a simple enough matter to establish Japanese colonies
But to do that would militate more

it would
with government subgsidy, ete,
{nst achlevenments of the second objective.

than anything else, aga
£ factor in the situation which must be recognized

by both people of Javanese origin and those who &re most anxious
te reash sound conelusions in this matter is that the re-settlement
for real assimilation

of Japanese in such maMfer as to make
involves great difficulties owing to opposition to Japanese
{h in British Columbia and on the other

setllement, which existe bo
Both raecial and economic elements snter into i
on that I have felt that the goal will

side of the Rockies,
It is for that reas
I think you will

the pleture,
never be reached under a purely voluntary set;ggo
st possibilities from the st point of

egree that the be
arise if those of Japanese origin are well
that the more widespread the

assimilation will
hink 1t i1is tre
the conditions for assimiletion.

dispersed and I ¢
dispersal the better should he
in the direction of permanent
ng iw

The efforts of the government
sfactory thus far. Havi

dispersal have not been very sati
agonismsg have bean and are likely

mind the readimess with which ant
n mast give assurance ia two

tc arise and be exploited any pla
direations, It must give assurance to those in British Columbia
11 not bhe merely temporery, for the dominant
onnegtion with the govermment's proposals of
v gilve no

that the dispersal wi

objection ralsed in e

dispersal (which are very nebulous indeed) is that the

guarantee that within a few years all the Japanese will not de

back at the Coast or in the Oksnagan,

to me that to work out an effective dlspersal it is equally
06

On the other hand, it seems
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necessary that assurances be given to communities ea
of the Rockies against an undue influx inteo any communlity

I fear that without such assurance many well-disposed neople
they will not welcome any

will take the position that
Japanese, since if they do and there i1s no restriction, they
will possibly be only inviting & large influx inte their district
That would militate very strongly against proper dispersal.

fhe only sound attitude is that which accepts it as the
responsibllity of those of other than Japanese origin to accept

as fellow-citizens those of Japanese origin. If there is
suspicion and antagonism, which seem to me inseparabdle from

an unplanned and uncontrolled dispersel, it will be impossidle
ever to develop the attitude of mind toward Japanese-Canadians

which 1s essential to success. That is why I have considered
that from the standpoint of the Japanese-born themselves they

should be ready to accept conditions and restraints for a
period for the sake of the long-term objective to be attained.

I am sure that the more enlightened at least among the Japansse
themselves must recognize that a future of theilr racial stock
which looks toward and 1s progressing toward real assimilation
into the life of Canada in all respects 1s something to be
preferred to a continmuation of racial animosities and
prejudice, with ustimate development, possibly of a serious
racial problem in Canada. That is why in my suggestions I
have suggested conditions which, having in mind the purpose

to be achlieved, appear to me justifiable.

I have written thus frankly to you, since I have felb
anxious o have the re-actions of one of those who would be
most Iintimately affected, There may be points of view whiech
I have falled to take into account and which one should taks

into account in arriving at sound coneclusions. For that
reason I would appreciate 1t very greatly should you see fit
to write to me ziving me your attitude toward the arguments
which I have alvanced. I am writing to you confidentilally

and not for publication or to have my communication referred
any way and X can assure you that anything you may wrifte

to in
to me will be simlilarly regarded.,
; Yours falthfully,

1
E
!
\
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OTTAVA, February 5, 1945,

Mr. Kamazo Sano,
Greenwood,
B.C.

Dear HMr. Sano:
The Honourable Mr. Mitchell has asked

me To acknowledge your letter of January 26 ex-
plaining your proposals for the settlement of
Japanese evacuees in various parts of Canada at

useful employment.

The plan which you propose is indeed

interesting, aud I wish to thank you for bring-

ing it to our attention. You may be sure that

it will receive full gonasideration.

Yours very truly,

A. Haclanara.

HTP/VH
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House of Commons

Canada

437 Seymour St.,
KﬂmlDFI‘S’ B. Co;
January 15, 1945,

Mr. Arthur MacNamara,
Deputy Minister of labour,
Ottawa, Ontario.

Dear Sir:

Enclosed is a petition signed by nearly all
the residents of Savona. 1 would very much appreciate
yvour having the B. C. Security Commission or some one

in authority make an investigation into this matter
with a view to having it straightened out.

Thanking you in anticipation, I am

Yours truly,

J 0. OPlenie

T, . O'NBILL, M. Big

L P

Kamloops, B. C.




L
Q 1e Pdea ) .
roral rOvVernment r '
Ol Britisgh Yolumhie — 8Nnada, The Provincia) rovernment
‘eppectine Taws 2018 and all Officials having authority
. ' > v=DAnese in Canada:-
Y"\ fi+'
" 44 C E L Gl on OI‘ L’\- n . . m . 2
vona, British meas up.‘:’r‘('\‘l"'n'?‘i residents of the village of
il “Oolumbia ang its vieinity, Sheweth :-
l- ha t b i : 3
A % USlness resident of Asheroft, B, C, ( 25 miles away)
1?;1 recently bought one of the very best houses in the
rilllace i R S i3 e . .
ey ‘€€ of Savona, ang this week began Dlacing Japanese on
v“i€ DpProperty

4 VvView pf the diabolocal and treacherous way in which the
] g

vanlese started their war, the beastly atrocities narking
@1 conduct of 1t, the petitioners can view the sight of
AV Japanese or endure the thought of them only with horror

Aind extreme antipathys:

©°= XYour Petitioners consider 1t a gross outrage to have these
vapanese thrust into theijir community and =e respectfully
request that they be at once removed from our neighborhood:

4= We wigh to declare our loyalty to our country and our deter-
mination as far as we can to continue 1t along the best Biitish
linespnd as the whole racial setup of the Japanese is utterly
@pposed to our ideals we are against their promimity now on

' -~

térms whatever, and if need be are pledged to g@o what we

4

can To cause their removal from our midst,

2NV
15

Your Petitioners therefore pray that each and 211 of
you so far as yom have power and influence will cause our
'ishes as above expressed to be carrigd out with celerity

3 z’i’i di S:)’tcﬁl. -.:, ” ? 3 3

y@ﬁay of Yecember, 1944
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Ottawa, December 11, 1944.

L
URGENT - H

Nr. CGeorge Collins,
Commigsioner of Japanese Placement,

Department of leabour,
360 Homer Street,
Vancouver, B.C.

On December 1 I wrote you concerning an

incident referred to us by Mr. T. J. O'Neil), X.P.,
inveolving & Japanese family recently settled at

Savona, B.C.
I would be obliged if you would let me
have & report on this matter as scon as poseidle or,
better still, & telegram giving the particulars.

A. HacNamara.

HTP/ 4N




Ottawa, December lst, 1944.

AIRMAIL

Mr, George Collins,
Commissioner of Japanese Placement,

Department of Labour,
360 Homer Street,
Vancouver, B.,C,

My, T, J, O'Neill, M,P,, telephoned

in connection with a situetion at Sevona, B,.C.,
involving & Japanese family recently settled there
and has sent over a ¢opy of a wire which he has re-
ceived in this connection which is enclosed herewith.

We advised Mr. O'Neill thet we would
obtain a report on the metter and see what the gsituation
was. I have no doubt that this case has come to your
attention and would be glad to have your early adviece

thereon. Perhape you could wire on receipt of this

letter.

A. MacNamara,

Ene.




COPY OF TELEGRAM

DECH T , 1944,

SAVONA, B.C.

T. O'NEILL, M.P.

OTTAWA.
FOLLOWING WIRE WAS SENT TO ATTORNEY GENERAL MAITLAND

JAMES LEIGHTON A FEHR

JAPANESE BROUGHT IN HERE HESTERDAY AND

THE
VICTORIA B.C. OVER THE SIGNATURES OF

AND SMITH CURTIS SEVEN
PUT INTO ONE OF THE BEST HOUSES IN THE VILLAGE ALLEGEDLY BY

THE OWNER MRS. A. JOHNSON HOTEL KEEPER ASHCROFT OUR INHABITANTS
IT AN UNBEARABLE OUTRAGE AND ASK YOU TO CAUSE RE-

HERE FEEL
MOVAL OF JAPS IMMEDIATELY PETITION FOLLOWING STOP THE FOLLOWING

REPLY RECEIVED FROM E, PEPLER DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL RETEL
CONTROL OF JAPANESE IN HANDS OF FEDERAL AUTHORITIES AND PROVINCE
HAS NO JURISDICTION IN REGARD TO SAME HOWEVER AM MAKING INVESTI-
GATION INTO YOUR COMPLAINT END OF MESSAGE AS THE PEOPLE OF
SAVONA AND VICINITY RESENT THE PRESENCE OF THESE JAPANESE WE

ASK YOU AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THIS CONSTITUENCY TO TAKE THE

NECESSARY STEPS SO THAT THEY ARE REMOVED IMMEDIATELY
(SGD) A. FEHR J.P.




The Hon.Humphrey Mitchell Esaq.

iinsiter of Labor:
personal

Dear Sir:
I have listened with a great amount of intereset to vour
speech at [EKdmonton on the unity of all nations in Canadaé& anda
you will pardon me I am sure for brinéing you attention,4
(especinlly as it comes under your direct supevision)pertaining
to the Japanese,may I digress for a moment and ask why these people
who have committed no breach of our statutes should be treated in
the way they have? Taken from their homes lawfully acquired and
placed in interior places crowded into narrow spaces yet with 1t
all they have not as yet shown that bitterness of gspiriit that any
other nation would. Their perescnal and preciouas belongings sold

for a pittance at auction. I have personally seen these goodes sold

in Vancouver, their possessions sold at less than 257 per cent of
value. Your B.C.S.C. whose personal i;;;ngt the coast and have
no doubt been affeeted by the race hatred &t&&esied inculcated by
politicians such as Howard Green and Ian Mckenzie one on each side
of politics. Lbt me also tell you that Howard,Green,s father who
was sick unto death last Kebruary owes his 1ife to the Japanese

Doctor Shimo-Tekahara who attended to him fatthfully and brought

him back to normal health. YEt this Doctor who is regularly registerdal

and a member of the B.C.Medical Association is denied the right to

act as superintendent of the Victorian Hospital in Kaslo according

to the order issued by the head of your B.C.S.C. medical director

Dr.Arthur. Please look into the actions of the heads of this depart-




Page No £ Hon. Minister of Labor

who live at Vancouver and direct the affairs of thie Japanese

commuinity five hundred miles away,and are not intouch with t

them except when they make a jpy ride,when fishing and hunting

is good,check up on the number of emrloyees you have at the coast
and the large amount of overhead that is incurred by them.

Do this and I for one will spread the doctrine that you have

preached to-night for the unity of natione within Canada, \

Will be pleased to answer any qQuestions you may want to ask \
relating to this Japanese question and having lived in this \
Kootenay District nearly fifty years can do so. \

drive \
During the late &&&& for Victory bonds the Japanese people

contributed Thirteen Thousand Five Hundred dollars,how little

did the German nationals who are free at the best wages give \

not any.
Yours truly,

Frank T.Abey

y w Y
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B.Co
Oct 10th /44

Kaslo,
The Hon. W. L. Mackenzie King, Esq,,
Dear Sir:

Re Japanese Evacuees

Having been a resident of Kaslo for thirty years and a member of

the City Council when the council agreed to accept the Japenese

?vacuees sald agreement was for the duration of the war with
apan,

I am writing this,

It is with the thought of giving you first-hand information
regarding how they responded and facts that you should know that

Your opposition will undoubtedly use them in the coming election
your fair attitude towards these unfortunate people, which is so
diffegent from those of the Pro.Cons., and your own representatives
in B.C,.

Over twelve hundred Japanese were originally housed here in

buildings belonging to the City of Kaslo were renovated end they
gradually became reconciled and now feel more or less contented

until they have been notified by the B,C. Security Commission
that they are again going to be movede.

The Japanese High School Students attend the City School and

have proven themselves ardent students, they paying the city school

for their tuition, they have also a public school with Japanese
School teachers (6) nearly three hundred in attendance.

For the first two years three million dollars a year was allotted
to the entire Japanese evacuees the bulk of this going to

Government employees, the overhead is tremendous, the proportion
of employees 1is entirely out of proportion to the number of
evacuees.

During the two and one half years that they have been resident in

Kaslo there has not been one police court case, no trouble with
the English speaking citizens, they have been very industrious
and courteous.

The action of the Enemy Custodian has been very trying to these

people, a number of Japanese left their personal belonging in
the hands of white people at the coast, subject to them sending
for them the Custodian placed them in warehouses at Vancouver

then turned them over to public auctioneers who sold them at




;1d}culous prices, the bulk of them going to second hand end
junk dealers, not one gquarter their value being obtained, when
the returns are credited practically nothing is left.

The majority was thus used but there were certain favored ones
who received different treatment.
A prominent Japanese merchant dealing in drugs and sundries

was permitted to bring his entire stock into the Slocen district

and also purchased up all the Japanese goods sold by the
these people wonder why he was permitted to continue

Custodian
in business even the B,C., Security built a store and rented
same to him, at Bay Farm near Slocan., The public are asking
why should these people a large number of them being natural

born Canadians be taken from their homes and placed in camps
thelir goods taken from them and immense amounts of money spent

in keeping them,
It is conceded that it was a wise measure to remove them from

the coast but why treat them in the way they have been?

These people born in Canada their parents coming in legally
is this democracy? what are our boys being sent over seas for?
Now I understand it was supposed that the authorities were trying

to assimilate these people yet the only ones permitted to bring
goods into these camps were bringing in Japanese medicines which

are made in Japan.
I am enclosing in this letter a paper published in Kaslo by a
Canadian and he voices the opinions of practically all the

citizens yet I understand that measures are now taken to send
some of the staff to other camps so if you take any action take

it nowe
Yours truly,

"Frank T, Abey"
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Gl 1tional laws of Japan claim the right of control of
military scrvices

AS t !
nationals until aftcr their obligation to

scventeen

'11 11\_?;‘
has expircd- and WHEREAS the male of the full age of
wards does not lose Japancsc nationality until or unless

Army or Navys; and

ycars or up
g were

nas complected active service in the Japane sc
WHoRLAS The cntire influx of Japanese and their offsorin
mostly domiciled in British Columbia, groupcd in colonics where
they assumcd complete dominance in civil and local life to the
hazard and dctriment of Canadian standards S0 essential to our
frcedom and progress: and WHRREAS native Japancsc work for starv-
until such time as they sccure partial or complc te
vocation, all to thec detriment of Canadian
of the Japancsc Government

he

TIDTAC 3= }n

Q

ation wages
control of thcir choscn
labour; and WHERTAS the cowardly attack
on our good neighbour, the United States of America, at Poarl
Harbour, brought Canada instantly to war against Japan; and
WHEREAS 1t was neccssarily deemed by our Government, as a result
of this act of trcachery, most cssential to our safcety that we
Imrmediately remove all Japencse from British Columbia

0 (

7

THEREFORE B IT R¥WSOLVED that we do hcreby petition our Govern-

ment -
(1) Never again to allow any futurc scttloment of Japancse

in the Dominion of Canada, and that at the cnd of tho
war, or soonecr 1if possiblec, all employcrs be forbidden
to cmploy pcrsons of Japanese ance stry:

(2) That we advisc our government in the opinion of this
body that immecdiatelv following this war,all persons of
Japanesc ancestry bc rcemoved from Canada: 3

That in the meantime no person of Japancsc ancestry be
s In British Columbia cither

allowed to carry on business
dircctly or indircctly;

(4) That in thc moartime no person of Japancse ancestry be
allowed to hold,own,or lcasc land or any interest in land
or in any body corporatc direcctly or indircectly and that
any land or Intcrest in land or in any body corporate held

Dy such pcrson of Japancsc ancestry or by any agent or
trustee 1In trust for him be forthwith forfcited to the

Crown,
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Ottawa, March 18, 1944.

I wish to acknowledge your letter of March 17, 1944,

ing the conduct of businesses in Sloean Valley settlements by

S to have arisen between two

A misunderstanding appear
power to buy or lease a building,

listincet matters in this connection, viz,.,
and license to conduct a business,

Section 39E (3)(b) of the Defenec
as amended on the recommendation of the Minister of Justice by P.C.

of December 20, 1943, now reads:

"Nothing in this Regulation shall deprive a person
of the Japanese race of capacity to lease any building
or part of a building for a term not exceeding one
year or from month to month or for some lesser periodic

e of Cdnada Regulations
902

702~

tenancy"”.

As heretofore, a Japanese can only acquire or hold title to land or growing
crops on a license from the Minister of Justice, I advised the Nelson
Retail Merchants' Association accordingly on February 8, 1944, in reply

to their resolution.
of businesses, the Honourable Mr., Mitchell

oJn the settlements administered
t, it was necessary soon after

Concerning conduct
advised you in his letter of February 28

by the Commissioner of Japanese Placemen
evacuation to permit Japanese to engage in barbering, shoe repairing, dry
h were not available otherwise to the

cleaning, and similar services whiec
is entirely a

large evacuee populations. In the case of Lemon Creek,
ere were no businesses or services of any dé8cription

N
Commission town) ’ﬁl \<‘>
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~

N

s

take care of ‘'the Japanese—trades \ :
- 2are ol thedapa &y o N S TE S S
e

g __ 2/over , |
e O ,,\_\ A o b-w&k}*"“k'k'““'\ W 2 A
S8 ,}1,,L%HA44J{w~vm %y\ e, i T btk Vi £ ““”_‘{f':vuﬁ 3
4 ; .hv .Lm%v¢uhq thb“;LhJ; PSRN TS POWEREIN 5 -'hf;.uﬁ?.'\ W&JH{E‘
i 7 4 P VP PSR SHY SRS Y

;‘ L ", v b_,g hl___ﬂ—ﬂ.-\_.._.-d.-‘w( (7o _-""\' \ Lo 4\‘ .

-




T T 5
€
nece

Licenses to copnduct businesges in the
ve 13sued vy the Wartime Prices and Trade Board where

. |

3

towns where the Japanese

far Sa*the Federal Government is concerned.

“ 4

YoOrs very truly,

A. MacNamara.
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Ottawa, December 13, 1943,

a e @a e StTrange,
irector, Research Department,
arle Grain Company, Linited,
innipeg, anitoba,
ear ilr. Strangel=

The llonourable lir, Crerar has passed your

letter of December 7th re Japanese to this
Departaeant for consideration and reply, as Japanese
evacuation aand relocation is under the authority of

the NMinister of Labdour.

fou are Lo be congratulated on your toleraat
Fron

and democratic attitude toward these people.
our experience and that of the R.C.U.P., the b

majority of Canadiaus of Japanese racial origin are
loyal aad iandustrious. It was neceasary to intern
only a sumall aumber ae dangerous to the safety of

the state.,

Defence authorities counsidered it anecessary
early ian 1948 to evacuate all Japanese from the
Pacifie Coast Protected iArea as a matter of security.
Of the 25,000 who were so evacuated, adout 7,000
have eigparscd east of the Hookies and are dHusy re-
establishifig themselves between Aldberta and Suebeo,

Another 5,000

practieally all on a voluantary basis,
are scattered in small groups throughout the interior

of British Colunbia in self-sustaining enployment.

The transportation to employment is paid by the
Jovernment and ia all cases this Department (especially

Selective Jervioce) tries to @asure fair treatment and
prevailing wages.

R/ over




anese (about 11,000)
n te orai ousing centres in the
iritish Colunbia where they are givean
reo b ! education, medical services, ete.
If unenployabdle, the are given mainteaancs at B,

r €8 aad 1Y eoamployabdle they are urged %o aseaps
1 wide variety of employmeant opportuanitiess in all
part: f Canada, located by Selective Servics and
by the Flaocement Staff of the Sritish Columbia
ecurily Commission. To those siangle physiocally 21%
ale Jaranese Canedians who refuse to acoept enploy-
! voluatarily, during the present manpower
shortage, we are beginning to apply compulsory

Lo essential industyy by Selective Service,

direotion
as 1o also bYeing applied to other groups of citizens.

al 169 Oof the Ja

1
Lo
}=
o
0
o
[

&
iLdh @

“he Japanese when evacuated were allowed to take
persosal property with them, and nmany sold other
property before they left. C(Control of the remainder
(ineluding real property) was vested in the Custodian's
3ranch of the Department of the “ecretary of State,
which has been gradually selling same st a failr
valuation to prevent depreciation. The funds from
such sale are nade available to Japanese ia the 1
Housing Projeets to support themselves, dowa to \
certain limits, or ia other parts of Canada to re-
establish themselves. Purther particulars of dis-
position of Japanese property c¢an be obtained from \
the Department of the Secretary of -State, Custodian's

Sranch.
As t0 the future of the Jaranese in Canada, I
may say that in the case of the Japanese Nationals

this will largely depend on the peace coaference at
the ond of the war and other conditions at that tine,

The Japanese Canadians can 40 a great deal to impress
thelr loyalty and industry on the other people of
Canada, and thus secure fair treatment and justice

both now and after the war.

Yours very truly,

qre/Va A Haclianara.

T —
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nadian citizens.
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official
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property? at kind of

accommoda- io live in Campse.
\

e one interested
ease, to those
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quite the cluviary I believe myself.

With best wishes.
Yours very truly,
AL
H.G.L.Strange,
Director, Research Department.
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i

FORT WILLIAM
WINNIPEG)

December 7th, 1943.

. A+« Crerar,
and Natural Resources,
1

19 ¢

~ -
(-“.?(‘. 18 «

Crerar:-
The other day I met a group of young Japanese
people on the train, travelling East from a place in British
Columbia where they had been, I think, in some kind of a Camp.
They were surprisingly favourable to Canada - they were all x
Canadian citizens born in this country - and only one of them :
could speak Japanese. They appeared to be somewhat bewildered,
|
a

however, about the treatment they had received. They thought
it was rather harsh considering they were loyal Canadian citizens.

peopl

Could I ask you to let me know what has been the

official treatment of these people? What, for instance, has
happened to their property and to the funds derived from this
What kind of

property? What is the future of these people?
accommodation is provided for those who have had to live in Camps.

If your own good Department is not the one interested
in this matter, could you pass this letter over, please, to those

who are dealing with it.

I lived among the Japanese in the Pacific for a
I know them quite well and I do not at all take

number of years.
the attitude of some that these people, who are away from the
Indeed

influence of their Military Government, are poor citizens.
quite the contrary I believe myself.

With best wishes.
Yours very truly,
H.G.L.Strange,
Director, Research Department.

HGLS/EF
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'HE RELIGIO I CATI( GOUNCIL OF CA

Bt ;Toronto, Ont.

Room 417, 299 QueenSt.w

July 7th, 1943

Right Honourable William Lyon Mackenzie King,
Prime Minister of Canada,
Ottawa, Canada.
Dear Sir:

Our organization comprises leaders of religlous
education in all the Protestant Churches of Canada, namely, The
Church of England inCanada, the United Chureh of Canada, The
Presbyterian Church in Canada, the Baptist Church, the Churches
of Christ (Disciples), The Evangelical Church, with emembership
strength of nearly $,000,000, a large body of influential people
who are vitally interested in Christian citizenship.

Recently the attention of our Executive Committee
was called to the action of the government by Order-in-tounecil
No. P. C. 469, authorizing the sale of property and possessions

ieé are

P
owned by Japanese now avacuated from British Columbia.

not unmindful of the serious problems confronted by the govern-
ment respecting Japanese resident in our country at a time when we
are at war with Japan., We realize there are many grave aspects
of this problem which the government has had to face, and
appreciate the difficulties confronted in attempting to reach an

acceptable and wise solution.
It seems to us, however, that on this specific
issue respecting property the measures taken are unwarranted and
will have an unfavourable effect upon Japanese citizens in Canada
both now and in the post-war situation. We wish, therefore, %o
respectfully protest the action taken and also to suzgest the
following safeguards in carrying out the Order inCounecil:

l. That sales of property and possessions should not be
made hastily and only when deterioration might affect

value,




B

That in any cohtemplated sales the owner should at
least be notified and probably conferred with before
final action. We assume that the proceeds of sales
are held by the Custodian in trust for the owners.

That property sales of Canadian Japanese citizens
should not be made at all unless the owner agrees to
their disposal and we urge repeal thereof forthwith.
On behalf of the Egecutive Committee,

Yours faithfully,

"H. Ballantgne™"

General Secretary (Part time)
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ot Lawa, J\ny 9. 1943-

Ronourable Norman HcLarty, P.C.,¥.P.,
Secretary of State,
Ottawa.

My dear Colleague,-

The Committee repreosenting the
United Church of Caneda interviewed me recently
concerning Covernment administration of the Japanese
evecuasss in Cenmda, and left with me a2 vemorandum
conveying their views on thia malter.

Saction 111 of tha memorandum CON-
gserma Jenenose property and reads as followat-

"1ll - PROPERTY:

.Wie have noted with dismay that
an Ordsr-in-Council mes passed suthorizing
the setting up of » Commission to proceed
with the eale of =\l Japanese-held properity
in the protected srea, and tnet the definition
of this is such as to include the praperty of
all individusl Jepenese, whether born in Japan
or born in Cenada, end thet the nroposal @ne
vizseges the ssle of the homes, the fumiture,
snd every vestsge of property which the Japanese
wors not sble to carry with them into the Tve-l0~-

cation centres.

#e connot believe thet the Dominion
dovernment fully spprecistes the effect that this
Order-in-Council is producing among the Japanese
people themselves, snd among those who value civil
liberty and freedom in this cowmntry, and we urge
that the utuost consideration be given before pro-
ceeding with thie sele, We belisve that this forced
sele should not be procesded with in the case of the

property of individual home owners, unless they them-

aver 2es



-

selves request it.*

1 have edvised the Secretery of the Cenersl Coumell

o
_ g™ of the United Chureh thet this matter is under your jurisdiction
ol snd thet you would probably be replyiagedirecitly on this phase

of Jupanese administration.

Yours sincerely,

BIP/HIL,

¥

(SIGNLD) HUNIPHRE
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RESOLUTIOI OQF THE EXECUTIVE OF THE GENIRAL COUNCIL OF THE

A

UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

RE JAPANIESE IN CANADA

——ciill In‘thc light of the experience of the past year, in connection with the
e ion of the Japanese from the protected area in British Columbia, the Ex-

ecutive of the General Council decided to present the following resolution to the

Prime Minister of Canada:=

We should, in the first place, like to express our appreciation of two

matters in connection with the evacuation:

humane attitude of the individual officers, who have been

- The decent,
From reports that

l.
responsible for the personal contact with the Japanese people,
have come to us and from the observation made by officers of our Church, we feel
that the Canadian people have no cause to be ashamed of the actions of the repre-

sentatives, who have been dealing with the Japanese,

2, - We should like to commend the Government and all the agencies concerned
It is our

for the provision made for the medical and health care of these people,
opinion that this has been adequate and that the health of the various communitiles

has been well looked after,

On the basis that all enemy aliens in Canada should be treated accord-

ing to one principle, we regret that the Japanese group has received different

and harsher treatment than that meted out to other allien enemy groups in Canada,

We appreciate the fact that the gathering of large Japanese colonies in a particu-
larly vulnerable arca necessitated evacuation, but we feel that the methods em-

ployed - the mass evacuation, the concentration in large camps, the limits put on
the movement from one place to another, the prohibition against owning or leasing

Japenese nationals, but to thou- l

land (all of which have been applied not only to

sands of Canadian-born Japanese) - are wrong. WNo other glien group has been SO

treated, \
\

I - HOUSING:

We particularly wish to place b

judgment the housing of the Japanese peop
British Columbia is deplorable, We recognize

are not prepared to admit that a wiser provision could no
any event, the present housing of these people is not such as can be considered to \

be in any way adequate, except as a Very temporary measure, We regret to note that
is situation is likely to be remedied, \

in spite of this there is& no evidence that th
\

efore the Government the fact that in our
\

le in all the re-location centres in
that haste was necessary, although we \
t have been made, but in

II - EDUCATION:

We regret that no provision was made for public school education fo:;
e had been moved away from the protected area. We

many months after the Japanes
would draw the attention of the Government to the fact that a very large percentage
of these people own property in the Province of British Columbia, which property
was paying taxes for education, They had contributed, through the years of their
towards the building and equipment of schools which

residence in British Columbia,
nd now they were transferred to areas where there was no
provision has been made

their children attended, a fete
We are glad to note that some
. but we regret to note that

public school education,
in most of the communities for some form of education,
for the most part, by untrained teachers
which obtain in other

this education is being carried on, vy ]
t all in keeping with the gtandards of educatio
s {75 i 1e are the only enemy alien

communities, and particularly that the Japanese Peop

group in Gaﬁada which is denied the ordinary privilege of public school education.
tion of the Government to the fact that

We would also draw the attentio Sngi i I

- nt in the
rovision for secondary education is practically non existe
gentres, and such as does exist ig for the most part carried on yoluntarily by

nder tremendous handi-
the Japanese people themselves at extremely high cost and u
pWe arepnof agking that this group of enemy eliens be gelected for special

caps.




Creatmer \ - -
~r3v:£' but we do want to emphasize that the chief sufferers from this lack
LS S on 3 M - - .
™ are all Canadian-born Japanese, wWho have every right to expect that
|

or
education aa is given to every

they will be able
other Canadian,

Lo obtain the same socondary

III - PROPERTY:

e We have noted with dismay that an Order-in- Nas : //{
izing the setting up of a Commission to proceed \::1:.!}11 iﬁl;nz;io\-‘;; I;f;iai g\rlxtc')hor—

gcld property in the protected area, and that the definition of this 1sp5ucze:q to
include the property of all individual Japanese, whethor born in Japan or bor%fiijan-
ada,and that the vroposal envisages the sale of the homes, the furniture, and every
vestdece of property whioh the Japanese were not able to c;rry with them into the -

vie Y

re-location centres,

- We cgnnot believe that the Dominion Government fully appreciates the
of;ect that tElS Order-in-Cou§cil is producing among the Japanese people themselves
and among those who value civil liberty and freedom in this country, and we urge
that the utmost consideration be given before proceeding with this sale. We

believe that this forced sale should not be proceeded with in the case of the ~
property of individual home owvmers, unless they themselves request it, ://

\

IV - OCCUPATION:
We.regret the fact that hundreds of Japanese will, now that the period

ﬁf construction in the camps has come to an end, be without useful occupation,

We realize that the Japanese people themselves have not been too eager to venture

into new employment in parts of Canada unknown to them, although some have found

employment in Alberta and Manitoba,

Nevertheless, we believe that no real progress can be made in turning

these thousands of "boarders"™ into producers until the present regulations in

It is our belief that they should not be compelled as
particularly

this regard are repealed,
the only way of life to work for some other person OT corporation,

when in too many cases they cannot in this way meke a satisfactory living.

V - ENLISTMENTS:

The Goverament of the United States allows American Japanese to enlist
If it is not possible to adopt a gimilar policy in Canada,

in the armed forces,
we would suggest that consideration be given to the formation of some sort of
This would be a great step in

Service Unit among the Canadian-born Japanese,
allaying the fears and suspicions, which inevitably arise when they are under the

present regulations,

VI - SECOND GENERATION JAPANESE:
her the establishment of

We would urse the Dominion Government to furt
e-location communities.

Nisei Japanese in all the T
h was perhaps inevitable

people, whic
in the best interests of Canada,

p Committees which would
Canadian~born Japanese

Committees representing the
We believe that the dependence on the older

as representatives of th
and the younger generation shou
be recognized by the Govermment as the re

in their dealings with them,

e communities, is not
1d be encouraged to set u
presentatives of




P ANDUM

ME M R
Office of the Prime Minister
Ottawa, - ‘ = I 3
the rrime Llantcrfa QLELCM
1€ the Custodian of

Referred from

~ the Minister of J . < .
“;anv Property, and to External Affeirs.
S S :
He Re Lo Henry
Private Secretary : | el
\, March 15, 1943

aomALrTlLl,
Vvancouver, B. C.

— ——

Dear Madam:
The Prime Minister has asked me to acknow-

your letter of March 9%th, in which you eXpress

led
and

concern for the treatment of Canadian Japanese,

their satisfactory rehabilitetion in the past-war

period.

Mr. King wishes me to let you know that your

representations in this matter will be brought to the

attention of his colleagues for their information and

consideration.
Yours faithfully,

;‘..4 o henl‘ y.

1 ™
Ile e

Private Secretary




CoOPrY

1723 Pendrell, Vancouver, B.C
March 9, 19495.

"o the Right Hon M aK R :
nlg 5 « McKenzie King, and Mr Ian - ‘

- — " - - Ll

House of Parliament, McKenzle,

Ottawa, Ont.

Dear Sirs:
I am writing you as a citizen
: concerned about the
maintenance of democratic rights, and recognition of the minority
ﬁroups in this country to share in all our rights and privileges.
My immediate concern is for the satisfactory rehabilitation of

the Canadian Japanese,

While well aware of the reasons for th

e removal of
the Japﬁnese from tpe Coastal Defence area for the duration, we
in the West are anxious that plans be made for a permenent

solution.

First I should like to protest against the Order-
While

in-Council providing for the sale of Japanes ¢
I feel it will be in the interests of anadaéaﬂr:P:;E{e that
the Japanese be allocated to those areas where they can best fit
into the economic and social life of the country without being
concentrated in any one locality, I think this method of dis-
position of the property 1is quite unjustified. Surely some

1d be made with the

exchange of peroperty from other areas cou
consent of the Japanese themselves., Certainly the decision to

di spose of properties should be well considered, and dealt with

by the House of Commons.
e West have had only friendly

Meny Canadians in th
ok upon them as good neighbours.

relations of the Japanese and loO
tained and that they be given the

That their good will be main
rights and responsibilities contingent upon Canadian citizenship
is essential to the establishment of harmonious community life

in the future.
I would therefore urge

of maintaining those democratic rig
which we are fighting abroad.

you to consider the importance
hts within the country for

Yours faithfully,

mirs, Mildred Fahrni®. .




House of Commons

Canada

Ottawa, MNMarch 8, 1943,

! | .
/ R = £ 'lllr)“r
- | .
Ep
Honourable Humphrey liitchell, ! MAR Q 949

Minister of Labour, | See |
Ontario. “-mi;liL ‘
Lo, |

Ottawa,

Dear Mr. Mitchell:
I am requested by the Tofino Board
of Trade to forward you a copy of the enclosed letter.

I entirely agree with their views,

and I may say that they very largely represent those of the

general public of British Columbia.

Yours faithfully,

A. W. Neill.

Encl.




TOFINO BOARD QOF TRADE

Tofino, B.C,
27th February, 1943.

A. lv. “'Teill w

L3 9 ;'qu.’ }ll.P.

fouse of Cotmons,’
L au\'a’ Ontario.

Dear Mr. Neill:

Atameo { ~ 3

and adopted atlggpgichO Roard held last evening was considered

Japanese and I e 1tion regarding the repatriation of resident
was requested to forward a copy to you.

LA RN
VUlnarg2§ZQQS,_DP6Vious to the removal of the Japanese from
Te areas in British Columbia there were a number of
E:ganese families resident on this West Coast of Vancouver
sland, members of our Board fron personal experience found

that:

#Japanese, either nationals or canadian born, though
professing alleglance to Canada, still remained
Japanese owing primary allegiance to Japan.
Their intense loyalty to a1l Japanese customs, habits
and ways of 1life, antirely foreign to Canadian Institu-
tions, prevent the possibility of their ever veing
sssimilated.
Their standard of 1iving being 1ower than the average
nfrir competition for

Canadian gtandard renders them u
Canadians with whom they compete in business and

industry.
After the war is won the problem of rehabilitation of
fficiently greatb without

our own Canadians will be su
the problem of rehabilitating an alien Japanese

minority.

Therefore, the Tofino noard of Trade urges that all
Jananesa, either Canedian born OF otherwise, be
repatriatad to Japan where they owe primary

allegiance."

Oour Board Knows and appreciates th

on this vital issue.
Yours faithfully,

sGD. Vi Armitace,
gecretary.

e stand you are taking
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X 1013 Queens Avenue.
The Right-Honorable, REY 222
9th January. 1943.

The Prime Minister of Canada.
OTTAI J‘L. Ont.

Sir,
AT the Anmual Generel Meeting of the Victoria Auxiliary, Canadian

Fo
Fr:z:trg Oorps, (Overse%s Fund), Registered under the War Charities Act, held on
y 8th January, 1943, the following Resolution, was regularly moved, seconded and

carried unanimously.

“JHEREAS the military and naval staffs on this Pacific Coast, together
with & number of well-informed officials have for meny years repeatedly warned of the

danger to the security of British Columbia, owing to the settlement of large numbers

of Japanese within the strategic areas of this Province.
And whereas the present Federal Minister of Pensions and National Health,

the Hon. Ian Mackenzie, has recently publicly stated that as far as he is concerned no

Japanese would ever agein be allowed to come to BeCe.
BE IT RESOLVED that this meeting of the wives and mothers of Canadian
soldiers now serving overseas, do protest the foolish and uncalled for remarks Of G.E.
Particularly we resent

Trueman, the Ontario member of the BeCsRe~-Placement Commissione.
of this Province in any way differ from other

his inference that the "White People"
Canadian citizens or are open to criticism by an outsider, we also refute his statement
) have any rights or

that Japanese, (whose country is now at war with this Dominion

grievances whatevers
Be it further resolved, that this meeting urgdntly requests the Right Hone
the Prime Minister of Canada, and the Dominion Government %o remove this official, who
l1ives two thousand miles from the Pacific Coast and is apparently ignorant of the very
dangerous situation now exisiting in British Columbia and that he be replaced on the
ese problem as it affets this

Commission by some individual well=versed in the Japan

vitally strategic areae

EE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be forwarded GO
the Hon Minister of Pensions and National Health and the Federal member for the City
of Victoria, ReW.Mayhew Esqe "e

Yours trulys

(urse) (Jean Webb)
Hone. Secretary,
Vioctoria Auxiliary, C.F.C. (Overseas Fund) «




