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TO HIS EXCELLENCY

Field Marshal The Right Honourable Viscount Alexander of Tunis,
Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, Knight Grand Cross
of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of
the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George,
Companion of the Most Exalted Order of the Star of India,
Companion of the Distinguished Service Order, one of His Majesty’s
Aides-de-Camp General.

GOVERNOR GENERAL AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF
OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA

Report of a Committee of the Privy Council ON MATTERS
OF STATE.
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May it please Your Excellency




The Proceedings of a Meeting of the Committee

of the Privy Council held on the eighteenth

day of

July, 1947 , contained in this Report, comprising

items numbered:
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are submitted for Your Excellency’s approval.
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The Committee of the Privy Council have
had before them a report dated lath yuly, 1947, from the
Secretary of State, representing:

That during the war persons of the Japanese race
were evacuated from the protected areas of British
Columbia and by Order in Council P.C. 1665 of March 4,
1942, as amended by Order in Council P.C. 2483 of
March 27, 1942, it was provided that all property
situated in any protected area of British Columbia
belonging to any person of the Japanese race (except
fishing vessels subject to Order in Council P.C. 288
of January 13, 1942, hereinafter referred to, and
deposits of money, shares of stock, debentures, bonds
Oor other securities) delivered up to any person by the
owner pursuant to an Order of the Minister of Justice
or which was turned over to the Custodian by or on
behalf of the owner, or which the owner on being
evacuated from the protected area was unable to take
with him, should be vested in and subject to the control
and management of the Custodian as defined in the
Regulations Respecting Trading with the Enemy ;

That by Order in Council P.C. 469 of January
19, 1943, it was provided that whenever the Custodian
had been vested with the power and responsibility of
controlling and managing any property of persons of the
Japanese race evacuated from the said protected areas,
such power and responsibility should be deemed to include
and to have included from the date of the vesting of
such property in the Custodian, the power to liquidate,
sell or otherwise dispose of such property ;

That by Order in Council P.C. 6247 of July 20,
1942, it was provided that all vessels and equipment
not disposed of by the committee established by the said
Order in Council of January 13, 1942, should on and after
the first day of August, 1942, be vested in and be sub ject
to the control of the Custodian;

That pursuant to the above mentioned Orders real
and personal property of persons of the Japanese race
was disposed of and claims have been made by persons of
the Japanese race that im respect of such disposition of
their property they have suffered pecuniary loss; and

That it is deemed advisable to appoint g
Commissioner under Part I of the Inquiries Acet to
investigate the said claims and to make recommendationsg
with respect thereto.
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; The Committee, L«h\'l"b.LUIt. on the
0&\* recommendation of the '..\LCTH, t,d."" ol 8%t Lu'f‘ advise:
-
/ l. That the Honourable Mr. Justice Henry Irvine Bird
ij s be appointed a Commissionp7 pursuant to the
- InQJ-" es Act, chapter ninety-nine of the Revised
Statutes of Canaua, 1927, to inq”ch into the
™ following claims of ,erbogs of the Japanese race
k- who .are resident in Canada at the date of this
& Order, namely -
y

(a) that by reason of the failure of th

Custodian to exercise reas or:H 18 care in the

disposition of the real and perso
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for such property wsa 3
marl value thereof at the time of such

(b) that by reason of the failure of the
Custodian to

exercise reasonable care in the
management of personal prope

was lost, destroyed or stolen but no claim
shall be considered in re 5:buu of property
lost, destroyed op stolen while under the
custody, control or wana“ement of any person,

other than the Custodian, a Ppointed by the
owner of the pProperty.
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examine

Iinto each
C a report to Governor in Couneil
setting for th the cla*ms f any, which iIn the
oplnion of i

the Commis iom,r are well-founde
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of the time

b
[ claims and for t} hearing of
b |

e
& C e

d that all claims shall be in writing,
' n

tutory declaration and filed in the
Custodian at Vanc couver,

{_,‘1

ritish Columbie,

4. That the Commissi oner be authorized to engage the
services of such coulsel, technical advisers or othepr
éxperts, clerks, repor ters and

por assistants as he may
deem necessary or ad i"mblu.
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OS¢ That the eXpenses of and incidental to the said
Inquiry be paid out of money appropriated by Parliament .
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