


37396

Lhl.t 740




TO HIS EXCELLENCY

Field Marshal The Right Honourable Viscount Alexander of Tunis,
Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, Knight Grand Cross
of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of
the Most Distinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George,
Companion of the Most Exalted Order of the Star of India,

Companion of the Distinguished Service Order, one of His Majesty’s
Aides-de-Camp General.

GOVERNOR GENERAL AND COMMANDER IN CHIEF
OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA

Report of a Committee of the Privy Council ON MATTERS
OF STATE.

PRESENT
The HONOURABLE

J.A. MackKINNON
COLIN GIBSON
A. FOURNIER

J. JEAN

L. CHEVRIER
J«J . MCCANN
M.F. GREGG

May it please Your Excellency




The Proceedings of a Meeting of the Committee

of the Privy Council held on the fifth day of

March, 1948, contained in this Report, comprising
items numbered:

204
9095
906
908
909
910
911
012
915
916
917
918
919
920
921
9022
921
925
927
928
029
30
931
932
035
034
9395
936
937
038
939

are submitted for Your Excellency’s approval.
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SCHEDULE I “%77% 4¢1sh Columbia

—

. The Committee of the Privy council have
@ad before them a report dated 27th February, 1948
Irom the Minister of Labour, representing:

That by oOrder in council P.C. 946 of
February 5th, 1943, the Minister of Labour was
authorized to make provision for the maintenance,
welfare and relocation of persons of the Japanese

race evacuated from the coastal area of British
Columbia in 1942;

That the Minister of Tabour has temporarily,
during the period of evacuatlion and relocation of
persons of the Japanese race, provided for the
malntenance and welfare, including hospitalization
of indigent persons of the Japanese race, who have
been resident in the Province of British columbia
since the date of evacuation;

That negotiations have been under way betwen
the Government of the Province of British Columbis
and the Minister of Isbour with 8 view to the
assumption by the Province of the maintenance and
welfare of the said persons of the Japanese race
resident in the Province of British Columbia;

That the proposals to this end, which are
contained in a letter from the Minister of Labour
to the Honourable g, s. Pearson, Minister of
Health and Welfare for the Province of British
Columbia, dated January 15th, 1948, have been
accepted on behalf of the Government of the
Province of British Columbisa by letter from the
Minister of Health and Welfare to the Minister
of Labour under date of February 25rd, 1948.

The Committee, therefore, on the recom-
mendation of the Minister of Labour, advise that
Your Excellency may be pleased to approve and
confirm the terms of the agreement contained in
the said correspondence, of which a copy 1is
hereto attached marked schedule I, and teo
authorize the Minister of Labour to take
necessary steps to carry out the terms of the
said agreement; such sums as may be necessary
to carry out the agreement to be paid out of the
Annual Appropriation, Department/lof Labour for

Japanese Administration. /
." JW :
MEWA - [t/




b SCHEDULE 1 F¢ 755
- h //ﬂf7 Government of "CTHEe Frovince of British Columbia
' /J)//

MINISTER OF HEALTH AND WELFARE

VICTORIA

February 23, 1948
Honourable Humphrey Mitchell,
Minister of Labour,
Ottawa, Ontario

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

I regret my reply to your letter of the 15th
ultimo has been unavoidably delayed.

The proposals made on behalf .of your Government
are acceptable to the Province of British Columbia and I
wish to comment on the numbered paragraphs as follows:

3., T assume that under the arrangement the buildings
presently owned by the Dominion in the New Denver

pro ject will be maintained and repaired on a dollar-
per-dollar basis.

4, We welcome the appointment of the Commissioner
of Japanese Administration %o be your representative
on the joint administration committee. We nominate
Mr. J.W. Smith, Regional Administrator, Social
Welfare Branch, Nelson, as our representative on the
committee and if you consider it desirable to do so
we may suggest the name of an official who will be
responsible for social welfare services in the area
as & third Member of the Committee. As far as they
may be required we will transfer employees of the
Japenese Division Staff, Department of Labour, on
April 1st, 1948, wages and salaries not to be
ineconsistent with those paid for like work in the
Provincial Service; all such expenditures to come
under the provisions of paragraph 1.

In respect to the present staff, I am sure you will
appreciate the fact that we cannot guarantee continuity of
employment because we 4o not wish to perpetuate the New Denver
project as a Social Welfare Community. It is our hope that
those who cannot be rehabilitated may be settled in areas where
there are substantial numbers of Japanese living on a self-
supporting basis.




; I will be glad if you will ask the Commissioner

/ 'Japanese Placement to interview Mr. E.W. Griffith,
Wweputy Minister of Welfare, preliminary to contacting

Mr. J.W. Bmith, Regional Administrator of Nelson,

It is noted that you have confirmed the arrangement
in respect to Japanese old age pensioners and applicants
living outside of British Columbia,

Yours very truly,
Geo. 8, Pearson (signed)

MINISTER




Pé.259.
Minister of Labour

Ottawa, Ontario,
January 15, 1948,

Honourable G. 8B, Pearson,
Minister of Health ang Welfare,
Parliament Buildings,

Victoria, B.C.

Dear Mr,

Pearson:
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4. The Commissioner of Japanese Administration of the
Department of Labour to be the Dominion representative

on the joint Administration Committee. This Department
will continue to be responsible to pay his remuneration.
Other employees on the Japanese Division staff, Department
of Labour, who are engaged in the administration and care
of Japanese indigent and inval id cases in British
Columbia, as far as they may be required, to be taken

over by the Provinece and transferred to the provin-

cial payroll as from April 1, 1948,

5+ The foregoing arrangement for Dominion finanecial
contridbution to continue in effect until Mareh 31, 1950,
after which date the Dominion financial contribution
Provided for under this arrangement will cease,

I trust that the proposals will be acceptable,
If acceptable, I will ask the Commissioner of Japanese Placement
to meet with your officers and work out such further details
@8 may be required to implement the agreement arrived at.

I also take this opportunity to confirm the arrangement
which has been agreed to between us, that in the case of

Japanese evacuated from the Coastal area who have moved outside
of British Columbia and who claim 014 Age Pensions, the
residential period in the Province where they have taken up
their new residence shall not start until April 1, 1948, for
the purposes of the 0l1d Age Pensions Act,

Sinecerely,

(Signed) Humphrey Mitchell




