ACCESS REVIEWED:

RECORD GROUP j

ACC

VOIL./BOX 27?
FILE J - ”?__S_ﬂ /

Oben ‘/ PD Closed

Date 02'7‘{///’/39




(1947-49)

File J-25-1

4287376

—_——

—— No Exemptions




July 18,
X INISTER
Re: JTapanese Claims

Mr. Wright of the Custodian's Offiocoe sSu rcoated
the change in the draft report beceuse he hoped toO
exclude such classes of ol ims as the following:

The owner had leased his property at a good
rental and will claim that the Custodian should not
have sold it or that he should be compenseted for 10SS
of future revenue. T should.-not have thouzht that
such claim could be ente 4% all since 1t would
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The Custodiant's office appear
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ncompensation” to "pecuniary loss"
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TORONTO

UNIVERSITY OF
ASSOCIATION

LIBERAL
34 Ava Road,

Teronto, Canada,
June 1l6th, 1947.

Mackenzie King,

The Right Honourable W. L

Prime Minister,

House of Commons,

Ottawa, Canada.

in connection with your government's
tain groups of Canadian

e ancestry, on the basis

of directing your attention

Sir:
I am writing you
brief. In the

policy of discrimination against cer
citizens, particularly those of Japanes
of their racial origin. I am desirous
to the conclusions eontaeined in the accompanying
absence of a meeting of our Association, due to the dispersal of
our mewmbership in the summer months and the argent need for action
on this metter, responsibility for the views expressed must

But, we are con-

remain with the Executive of this Association.
e unanimous opinion of our mewmber-
tters of

rfident that they represent th

ship, as will be evident from a reference to the le
December 16th, 1948 and February 15t! and April 2nd 1947 addressed
to you by this Association, as well as of thousands of Liberals
throughout Canada who are deeply perturbed by the continuation

of this policy.
The Rt. Hon. Ian A. Mackenzie has replied to a recent (_‘
n to be better \
\

letter of ours on this subject, as follows, " in reply, I would
say that this is a situation about which I happe

informed than most." We feel that this is no answer at all to the
great weight of evidence that has accumulated to back up the

ugly charge of racial diserimination being levelled against the

We fcel that as Liberals, our actions must cor-
We feel, as the Hon, Paul Martin does,
We

government,

respond with our aims,

that "the Liberal way is to think in terms of human rights.”

feel that, if only for reasons of political expediency, it is
-- a generosity

lmperative that we get back to our Libersl ideals
of mind and a readiness to recognize and uphold the just rights

of other men and other groups.
The accompanying brief is not intended to be a com-

prehensive survey of the problem. Rather, it is a series of




sy

Observa tions

= and suggestions that have engaged our attention,
Decause t}

. v“il€y deal with & subject of general and vital concern,
ﬁe_“re taking the liberty of distributing copies to Liberal
Members of the House of Commons.

I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your obedient servant,

\Sgd.) Douglas G. Anglin

Douglas G. Anglin, President.




UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO
LIBERAL ASSOCIATION

The Executive of the University of Toronto Liberal
Association respectfully subzits the followlng obgservetions and
conclusions on the guestion of racial diserimination against
Canadians of Japanese origin. We earnestly hope that these
opinions will receive your full and sympathetic consideration.

1. Restrictions on Mcvement, Reeidence and Qoccupation

e strongly recommend that Orders-in-Council preventing
Javanese-Canadian students meking use of scholerships won at the
University of British Columbia, and making possitbtle the recent
Yoskioke incident. The Rev. "Eddie"™ Yoskioka wasra Tellow student
of ours at the University of Toronto, where he won three prizes
for his theologlical studies. In order to go to Vancouver to be
ordained he was compelled to get & "police permit" (end a return
railway fare). His father, who came to Canada 1in 1919 on a

scholarship and who for the last eighteen years has been United
Church Minister et Kelowna, B.C,, was forced to submit to siamilar
humiljiating treatment in order to sée his son ordained.

We strongly oppose that type of Canadian "democracy"
that perwits indefeasible and arbitrary restrictions on the move-
ment, residence and means of livelihood of any group of citizens
purely on the basis of race.

£, Canadian Status of Deportees

We would welcome a clear statement that those Canadilans
deported ("repatriated”) between December 15th, 1940 and January
24th, 1947, did not lose their Canadian citizenship,  Further,
we are desirous that serious consideration be given to rendering
the repeal of P.C, 7356 retroative to December 15th, 1945 and
enabling Canadian citizenship to be restored to neturalized

Canadians deported (subject only to & simple request and to the
conditions of the Canadian Citizenship Act,)

\
5. Denial of Federal Franchise H
!

We most emphatically protest against those sections of
the Dominion Elections Act which (in effeet) not only dis-
franchise Japanese-Canadians in British Columbia, but also those
who were moved East. We feel that democracy 1s destroyed the
Instant we start to pick and ehoose emong the electorate those
whom we will allow to vote and those whom we will not. The "will
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of the people" loses all meaning 1r "the }uogle" can be re@efinad
whenever we feel like 1t. We therefore wish to stress to you

the compelling necessity of righting these WIORgs particulsrly
worot of all bases =

as this disfranchisement 1: pased upon tho
rfit to specifically

racial origin, Also, we log you will see uQ B8]
repeal that section of the Aot diarranchising uuPﬂnbﬂo“C““bdiana

soved East of the Rockies, before 1t lepses on July let.

4, Compensation for Property Losses

We heve long been aware of man; cases Of grave injustice
in connection with the disposal of the property of Japenese-
Canadiens. Not only did the Covernment permit their property to
ye plundered and broken into, t deteriorate scendalously &nd
ndi{sappear"” through negleotl, but also agents of the Government
sold much of the property at ridbulously low prices as has been
confirmed by disclosures before the Public Accounts Committee of
the House of Commons.

In our letter of December 16th 1946, we recommended

that:
"5, A Commission be sev up,

a) to inguire into the matter in

of Alien FProperty disposed of property

and,

whieh the Custodian
of Jap&ncse-Canadiana

e concerning

b) to investigate complaints of injustic
nsation 1in

such property disposal and to recommend cowpe
the many flagrant cases of injustice.”

We still feel that this 1s an essential first step 1if
your pledge of "fair and Just” treatment which up t © nowws regret
to say has been ruthlessly violated, is to be implemented. Such
& Commission to be effective must assist the Japanese-Canadians
in every way to submit theilr claims for ell lossess directly or
indirectly attributable to government policy, with the minimum
of procedural obstruction and delay.

5, Implications of the United Nations Charter

We have noted with yride that Article 56 of the United
Nations Charter ("The Pledge") was an amendment submitted by
Canada and adopted by the San Francisco Conference. By thils

Article, we pledged ourselves "to take joint and separate action™

in the promotion of "universal respect for &and observetion of,

Fuman rights and fundamental freedoms for &all without distinction
as to race, sex, language or religion."” We are deeply perturbed

that the sponsor of this pledge should be, among democratic
countries, the most persistent violator of 1it.
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ssoclatlion

Arlef of the University of Toronto J iberal

(Submitted under letter of Jume 16 to the
rime Minlster)

Fle estrictions on Movement, Nesidence and Occupation

(a) Statement in PBrlef -

e strongly recammend that erors-Lp-council
preventing Japanese-Canadlian studentso m&gi?“ use of_
scholarships won at the University of ‘rlt-§h Columbia,
and making possible the recent Yoskiloka incldent,

The Rev. "Eddle" Yoskioka was a fellow student of oura
at the University of Toronto, where he won three prizes
for his theologlcal s tudies, In order to go to Van-
couver to be ordained, he was compelled to getl a
"police permit" (and a return rallway fare)., TMis
father, who came to Canada in 1919 on a scholarshlp

and who for the last eighteen years has been Unilited
Church Minister at Kelowna, B.C., was forced to sub-
mit to similaer humiliating treatment in order to see
his son ordalined.

je strongly oppose that type of Canadian "democracy"
that permits indefeasible and ardltrary reatrictions
on the movement, residence and means of livellhood
of any group of citizens purely on the baslis of race,’

'

(b) Note =~
~ Under Order in Councll P.C,946 of Febrruary 5, 1943,
which is continued in effect under the Continuation

of ‘ransitional Measures Act, restrictions on travel

and movement by Japanese persons may be imposed by

order of the Minister of Labour., At present the

ordersin force restriet only movement into British

Columbia and travel there. There would be nothing

to prevent further modification of the travel

control orderms now in effect without any change in

the leglslation.
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the University of Toronto i beral ssociation

r lotter of June 16 to the

(Submitted und
e " - \
o inister)

o
Prl

anadign Statua of Deportees

(a) Statement in Brilef -

e would welcome & clear statement thu?_t ose
ranadlians deported ("repatriated”) _Gtuoun ﬁucumto€
15¢h, 1945 and January 24th 1947, 4id not lose thelr
Canadian clitizenship. Murther, we are doclr?u: tha?
serious consideration be given to rendering the repeal
of P.C, 7356 retroactive to December 15th, 1945, and
enabling Canadlien ¢ itizenship to be restored ?o

naturealized Canadians deported (subject only to a
simple request end to the conditions of the Canadlan
Citizenship Act)."

U‘
=]
Q
cr
(o)
'

The use of the terms "deportee” and "deported”
here is not sccurate. Apart from dependent chlldren
under eighteon years of age, all Japanese who left
Canada did so pursusnt to & written statement of
desire to leave. There are at present further
persons of Japanese origin wishing to leave Canada
for whom 1t has not yet been possible to secure
transportation,

Order in Council P.C, 73566, which was revoked
on January 24 last, deprived of Canadian status those
Q&%Egg&éggg persons who left Cesnada prior to that
date, Thore has not been any strong or general
suggestion that this measure was in any sense
improper. The naturalized Japanese who were affected
by the order had ample opportunity for notice of its
exlistence,




nrief of t niverslity of oronto Liberal Assoclatlon

e - T i e

(Submitted under letter of Jume 1C

. \
Prime Minlister)

Se enlial of PFederal Mranchlise

(a) Statement Iin Brief =

e moat emphatically protest ag
of the Jominion Elections Act which .
only dlafranchises Jepenese-Cmadians in
olumbla, but also those who were moved Ll .
feel that democracy is destroyed the instant we atar
to ploek and choose emong the electorate those wam
we will allow Lo vote and those whom we will‘rgt-
The "will of the people"” loses all meaning i the
people™ can be redefined whenever we feel like
e therefore wish to stress to you the compelling
necessity of righting these wrongs particularl
this disfranchisement is based upon the worst of
bases - raclal origin, Also, we hope you will see
rit to specifically repeal that section of the
disfranchising Japanese-Cenadians moved

to

alnst thos«
(in effect)
Bxritish

East,.

the

ockies, before it lapses on July lat."

(b) Jiote =

There are two sections of the Dominion Slecgtions
Aet of relevance here. Section 14(2)(1) provides
that the following persons are disqualified for the

federal franchise:;

My

Every person who 1s disqualified by rea
of race from voting at an election of a member
of the lLeglslative Assambly of the provinge in
which he or she resides who did not serve in
Canada

the millitary, naval or alir forces of

the war of 1914-1918, or in the war that began

on the 1l0th day of September, 1939,"

The Nritish Columbla legislature has recently

oenfranchised Chinese and East Indian

persons,
& result, the above section dlsfranchises only
Japanese persons resident in Pritish Columt
ﬁhorﬂpocial onmittee on the Clections Act, Mr,
NacInnis moved on May 29 for deletion of this sectlon.

sectlons

Bast of the




lost by 10 to G,

relevant portion of the Electlona
fon 14(2)(n) which was Iintroduced in
hapter 26) and which reads as

r In Cenada whos

< t of a2 country at war

Canade who, at the time of the passl
this Act, namely July lst, 1938, and on
date of the declaration of such war,

rosided In a province in which on those
ites a person of his raeeclel origin was

squalirie 1 voting at an election of

A momber o0f the Leglslative Assembly of
at province, s who dld not serve in
naval, md ary or alr forces of

adge Iin the war of 1914-1918 or in any

*

in which Canada may be

-

-—

=
i

v
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1 8

lay 22 the Speclal Committee agreed that this
on should be deleteds The reference in the

O uutgu;zai;ic temination of this sectlon on
1, would seem to be In errore
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Brief of the Univers ity of Toramto Libveral A0: oclabtion
. » 1 - & ™~ L] - 3 { )
Sultmitted under letter o June 16 to the
rime Minist

\
i8Cer)

fd o cmpensation for Property Josses
(a) Stetement 1in Brlefl -

e have long been aware Of many cases of grave ;
injustice in connection with the disposal of the property
of Japanese-Canadians, Not only did the GOVOP?mGnt per=
mit their property to be plundered and broken into, to
deteriorste scandalously and "disappear” through neglect,
but also agents of the Covermment sold :nuch-of th? propeirss

at ridiculously low prices as has been confirmed by dis=
closures before the Public Accounts Commmittee of The
louse of CommuOns.

m our letter of December 16, 1940, we recom wnded

that;
"3, A Comalssion be set up,

a) to inquire into the manner in which the

ustodlan of Alien Property dlsposed of property
of Japanese-~Canadians and,

b) to investigate complaints of injustice cone
cerning such property disposal and to recommend
compensation in the many flagrant cases of
injustice.”

‘e still feel that this is an essentlial first step

f your pledge of "fair and just"” treatment which up to
now we regret to say has
t;y

‘ been ruthlessly violated
» implemented. ©Such a

is
: rommission to be effective
must assist the Japanese-Canadians in every way to
submit their claims for all losses directly or

i{ld:-'.zv.;ctl:; attributable to govermment polic*{’, with the
minimm of procedural obstruction and delay".

(D" Tote -

{
« N |
follow

On Jenuary 24 last the Prime Minister gave the
ing statement to the press:




ith respect to the property of persons of
lgin who were removed from the Pacifle
coast, and whose property was
tl 1o ¢ the opinion that the sales were
made &L a falr price. n all cases a complete
] as made before A4i
of the prices secured 1s greater in aggregate than
however, the
falr treatment promised in 1944, the govermment is
preopared In cases where 1t h!
made at less than s falr market value to remedy

Japanose origin who v
3 8 sold by the Custodlian,
the govermment 1s of €l
appralsal was iisposition. The total
the total apprelsal value, To ensure,
L 4
es it can be shown that & sale
injustice,”

No further announcement has been made as to the

implementation of the policye.
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Brief of the University of Toronto Libe
under letter of June 16 to the

Submitted 1
Prime Minister)

the nited Natlons Chartexr

in Brief =
e have noted with pride that Article 56 of the
mited Nations Charter ("7The Pledge") was an amend=-
mont submitted by Canada and adopted by the “an
rancisco Conference. By this Artlcle, we pledged
ourselves "to take joint and separate action” in the

for and observation

promotion of "universal respect

of human rights and fundamental freedoms for all

wlthout distinction as to race, B80x, language or

religion.” We are deeply perturbed that the sponso
deﬁ?cratic countries,

b &
-

of' this pledge should be, among
the most persistent violater of it.
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Brlef of the University of Toronto LILLO
under letter June 10

ultmitted
prime Minister)

Ol

(5] o
indicate owr deep conoarn
dlscerimination and

The above romarks
with this pollcy of racial
8. ggest certalin urgent needs to right those
grievous wrongs We feel that this polliey is
repugnant not only to morallty and justice
but also to the pretensions of the Canadian
Oitizenship Act, our adherence to the United
Nations Charter, the place of respect which

we cialm among the matlons of the wordd - and
to those primeciples of Liberal democracy which

we share.




OTTAWA, 10th March, 1947-

Dear Mr. Heeney,-

Herewith, for your information,
copy of resolution passed at the annual general
meeting of the Provincial Command (B.C.) of
the Army, Navy & Air Force Veterans in Canada,
in regard to the return of Japanese to the

protected coastal area.

Yours sincerely,

Mr. A.D.P. Heeney,
Secretary to the Cabinet,
East Block,

Ottawa, Canada.




NO. €8

No. 2 - EAST VANCOUVER UNIT
——_Re: Japanese

WHEREAS the responsible citizens of British Columbia view
With grave concern the imminent repeal of War Legislation
restricting the movements of Japanese within Canada, with

the probability that these people will soon be infiltrating
into the Coastal Areas of this Province, classified as

Defence Districts:

AND WHEREAS the return of this centrally-controlled dual
Cltizenship foreign bloec will operate as an insidious menace
to all citizens of this area, particularly to our War Veterans
NOow seeking re-establishment in farming, fruitgrowing, fiShin%
and small businesses, and on their past record the presence o
whether Canadian-born, naturalized

these people in our midst,
or otherwise, is equally objectionable.

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by this Provincial Command of'the
ARMY NAVY AND AIR FORCE VETERANS IN CANADA, in Apnual Meetigg
that the Federal Government be urged to extend the

assembled,
present restrictive measure for a further term of ten years,
after which probationary period the position of the Japanese

in Canada might again be reviewed.
AND that copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Right

Honourable W.L.Mackenzie King, Prime Minister of Canada, the

Right Honourable Ian A. Mackenzie, P.C., K.C., Minister of
Veterans Affairs; British Columbia members of Par11a$§nt,
e

Honourable John Hart, Premier of British Columbia;
Honourable Gordon S. Wismer, K.C., Attorney-General of

British Columbia.
It was regularly moved and seconded that the foregoing resolution

be adopted.
CARRIED
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DEPARTMENT OF LABOUR

DEPUTY MINISTER

S OFFICE

OTTAWA September 11, 19._ 45
& To: Mr. B.F. Wood

The Minister woul

d like you to call a
meeting of the Cab

inet Subcommittee in
P8 for Wednesday at
10:00 asm,

VP eV Tl % 2 B0, ./(

A, MacNamaI‘&.

#287376

No Exemptions
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CANADA

X |
=CRET Relf. Dooument 'E°
MEMORANDUM TO TH ABINET IM ITTEE ON JAPANESE PROB LEMS
REs Proper of Japane ) vaout | ¢ the
Proteocte ~ea 2
At the end of July, 1946, the number of* Ledger Acbounts in
Vanoouver Office of the ystodian for Japanese was reduced to 3’-84‘:(')0
and the amount of AEvaocuee money involved was, at that time, rl,‘llh.b'?l. -
The credit balance now stand at 1,037, 113,17, and every effort is btlin{';
made to remit the total available funds to all Japanese residing outside
of the Department of Labour projeots.
While liquidation is mainly oomplete, there are approximately
35 properties still available sale and between 30=40 properties owned

bv Oreanizetions, which, up to the present time have not been liquidated
for the reason that amendments to existing Orders in Council are necaessary.

Immediately after the proposed evacuation was announced, many
Japanese started to sell their property at ridiculously low figures in
fear of Government confiscation, Marther exploitation of the Japansese
was prevented when pursuant to Order in Council FP.C. 1665, dated 4th of
March, 1942, the Custodian took over the problem of medministering the
assets of epproximately 23,000 people,

The Custodian experienced extreme diffioculty in dealing with
the large number of substandard buildings and the vest quantity of inferior
porsonal property whioch the Japanese possessed,

It being well known that the property belonged to Japanese,
there were many cases of breaking and entering whioh resulted in thefts,
@.g2. plumbing end lighting fixtures, and it was impossible for the
Custodian or the local police to give the necessary protection. In
addition to this, there were a considerable number of fires,.

The Custodian did not know how long the war would last, nor
whether the Japanese would ever be permitted to return to the Protected
Area, It was therefore impossible to determine if there would be eny
equity if the Custodian continued to hold the properties during the
enforced absence of the Japanese,

As a result of a year's experience, a report was made to a
specieal committee of the Cabinet and the Custodian was instructed to
proceed with the policy of liquidetion, (P.C, 469), dated 19th January,
1943),

Two independent Committees were established. One is known es
the Advisory Committee on Greeter Vancouver Properties, The following

members were appointed to the Board on the 8th of March, 1943: Honourable

Mr, Justice Sidney Smith of the Appellate Court of B.C,, Cheairman;
Aldermen Charles Jones; Mr, Kishizo Kimure (resigned 20th July, 1943) .

The other Committee is known as Advisory Committee on Rurel
Properties, The following members were appointed on the 15th of March,
1943: His Honour Judge David Whiteside, New Westminster, Chairman;
yessrs. D.,E, Macgdnzie; J.J. McLellan; Hal Menzies; Yasutaro Yamoge,
JT' McLellan resipgned almost immediately and Mayor W, Mott of New West-
minster was appointed in his stead, Mr, Yamage resigned on the 26th of
Mey, 1943, Mr, MecKenzie died on the 2}th of Ootober, 1944,

The Custodian asked both Cormittees whether or not they would

recommend liquidation, The members visited many Japanese properties
fnd unanimously endorsed, with the epproval of the Japanese members,
& polioy of liquidetion. Shortly afterwards both Japanese members

resigned eand no new Japenese appointments were made,
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The Commi ttess were asked to report as to the mothod of
ligquidation and they recommended dhat Catalogues be prepared, listing
the properties; that the proporties be individually appreai sed by
Apents approved by the Boards; thet parcels be not sold for less
than the fixed value and that publio notices be published in the
calling for tenders, The policy, €& outlined, was adopted, All
offers for land have been referred to the Advisory Committees and their

approval obtained before any have been accepted,

press

Insofar as the rural properties are sonocerned, & sale of 741
parcels was made to the Director, Veterans' Land Aot, as the Government
o of rehabilitating roturned

desired to acquire property for the purpos
men. The Advisory Committee recommended acoeptance of the sale price

eventually agreed upon,

the basis of reoommendations by the

Commi ttees, that is, by public auctions conducted by licenced auctioneers,
except in those oases where chattels were essentiml to the operation of
farms, in which oase the tenant or owner of the farm was given &n oppor=

tunity to buy at an appraised value,

Chattels have been sold on

The polioy of liquidation has resulted in the Custodian
paying out large sums of money to the Evacuoes and paying debts on their
behalf, In co-operation with the Department of Labour, the Custodian
releases such funds to Evacuees, still in Interior Housing Schemes
operated by the Department of Labour, as are considered necessary,

Where Evacuees have moved East from the Province of British Columbia,
the Custodian releases the balance.

Sales up to June, 1946, were
as follows:

SALES APPRAISAL SALES VALUE
Greater Vancouver 462 5913,712,00 %$1,010,970,00
Rural 396 532,907,00 558,318,00
Veterans' Land Act 741 847,878,00 836 ,256,00

1,599 § 2,294,497.00 $2,405,544,00

s Proceeds from sales, including farms sold to the Director,
Veterans' Land Aot, exoceeded fixed valuations by $111,047,00



STATEMENT OF CASH REALIZATION OF

EVACUEE ASSETS &

REVENUES

Pishing vessels & soows
g nets and jear
Cars
Trucks
Sundry Business assots
Household effeots
Radios
Farm Equipment
Life Insurance
Seocurities
Sundry a/%a. Receivable
Sundries
Veterane’ Land Aot
Real Estate Sales
Real Estate Income
Dividends from Securities
Rooming House Rentals & Chattels
Sundry Miscellaneous
Transfers between Jap,
s /s, & a/os. Receivable

202,104,96
101,164,48
63,5683,98
94,526,63
187,834,31
249,8335,03
17,024 ,64
14,858,33
48,354,36
54,538,27
136, 356,28
33,377.89
808,673,422

1,574,350,78

491,170,25
8,310,46
33,217,.06

749,092,405

$4,066,369,98




¥irute of a Meeting Concerning the Problem

of Japanese 1ln Canadi.

- A meeting was held on Tuesday, March 26, at
11.30 a.m. in the Prime Minister's office in the East Block,
to enable the delegation representing the Cooperative
Commitee on Japanese Canadians to nlace their views before
a committee of the Cabinet, Those present weresl

The Prime Minister
Mr. Jan Mackenszie
Mr. St. Laurent
Mr, Mitchell

Mr. Claxton

Mr. Abbott

Mr. Martin

My, Heeney

Mr. N.A.Robertson
Mr. R.G.Robertson

and for the Cooperative Committee:

Mr., MacMillan
Mr., Brewin
Mr. Coldwell
Mr., Tarr

Mr. Croll

Mr. Millard.

2, Mr. MacMillan opened for the Cooperative Committee
by explaining its background and organization, and the support
which it had in various parts of the country. FHe stated that
it also had representatives on it of the Japanese Canadlians
tiemselves, He said that the Committee had noted that
approximately one-third of the Japanese in Canada had now been
settled east of the Roekies and had been fairly well recelved.,
They felt that if the present restrictions were removed it
would be easier still for the Japanese to settle down and
they felt that few of these would wish to return to British

Columbia, In the circumstances, the possibility of settlement
seemed brighter than it had previously, but the Commitee felt
that procedure under the present Orders in Council would not
lead to a satisfactory solution., He called on Mr, Brewin to
present the details of the Committee's position with regard to
the present government policy.

Mr, Brewin stated that, while it might seem

questionable to raise questions on policy concerning Orders (_\
that were at the time under judicial review, nevertheless

the Committee was not anxious to proceed wi%h an appeal to \
a higher body and wanted to set forth considerations which SLj
they thought would justify cancellation of the Orders in their O\
entirety, They felt that this would be a feasible policy since

any disloyal Japanese could be dealt with under existing -
legislation, B 8

The particular criticisms which the Committee had
to make of the present policy were as follows:

(a) The Orders provided for the exile of Canadian
citizens, a poliey which had once been followed
but whiech had been in disuse for centuries,




(b) The Orders violated fundamental rules of
internaticonal law in that they infringed upon
the sovereign rights of another state and, in
effect, constituted an invasion of this terri-

tory.

(e) he Orders put the wvalue on Canadian
citizenship at a discount which was particularly
untimely since the Canadian Citizenship Bill
was Just being discussed in Parliament.

(d) They appeared to be based on racial
discrimination,

(e) They were based on emergency needs created
by the war which no longer existed in sufficient
measures to regquire the action embodied in the

Orders.

(r) The Orders were based on "alleged" requests
for repatriation to Japan, which were taken as
evidence of disloyalty. The assumption that
they indicated disloyalty was strongly questioned
by the Committee, They felt that many of the
Japanese had not appreciated what was involved
and had thought that the government wished them
to sign the forms that were presented bearing

the government crest. MlMoreover, in the circume-
stances in which the people had been placed
through their movement from their homes and

so forth, they were not in a position to exercilse
free wili properly.

(g) The Orders constituted a threat to minorities

in Canada.

(h) The Orders could not be enforced without

(1)

(J)

injustice and inhumanity to certain persons,

In some cases, young Japanese would feel forced
to go to Japan with their parents in order to
care for then,

The peliey would ereate in the Orient a
sense of hostility to Canada.

The policy was in contradietion with the com-

mitments in the United Nations Charter.

If the Orders were not rescinded, the Committee
felt that, as an alternative, but definitely a second best,
all Japanese, subjeet to deportation
of appeal to a judicial committee which could investigate
their cases and ascertain whether there was any real disloyalty.
Mr, Brewin pointed out that Canadian nationals had a complete
right to withdraw their signatures;
of the Supreme Court made

children impossible, and

should be given the right

that the majority decision
deportation of Canadian wives and

that there would be a certain number
of the persons who would be willing to go voluntarily.

the ecircumstances, a judieial inquiry would not concern too
large a group of people,

In




7e

> 3 -

ed. the Committee

So far as resettlement was concermo
urged removal of present restrictions with regard to land
purchase and settlement, and thought the government should take
more positive action to encourage a readiness to accept Japanese

They felt that another 8000 Japanese

in various communities,
hout difficulty.

could be settled at an early date wit

If the Committee's representations were not deemed
acceptable by the government, they, at least, asked that the
Japanese should be given fuli and adeguate notice before Orders
for their movement were issued. This was necessary in order
that all legal steps might be taken for the protection of the
position of the individuals. Mr, Brewin stated that the

e Council in British Columbila,

Committee, in co-operation with th
were determined that everything possible should be done to
exercise the full resources of the law in protecting the

position of Japanese persons who did not wish to leave the

country.

Finally, if the appeal to the Privy Council were
not successful, the Committee asked that the matter be referred

to Parliament }or decision.

4, Mr. Millard said that there had been sSomé objections
from some branches of labour at first to the movement of
Japanese into new areas, but those had largely died down. In
reply to an inguiry by {he Prime Minister, he said that he
believed that labour would support any pollcy of resettlement,
In addition, Mr, Millard added that they were conscious of the

fact that if our diseriminatory policy were followed in Canada,
there would, undoubtedly, be future repercussions in Vorld

Federation of Trade Unions.

Se Mr. Croll said that he felt that important principles
were involved in the settlement of the Japanese problem, and
he was also of the opinion that 1t was instrinsically not as
great a problem as it had become, It had been magnified in
certain respects and he hoped that it would be possible to
reduce it to its proper terms in order that the fundamental

prineiples involved would not be overridden.

6. Mr, Mitchell stated that the activities of the
Cooperative Committee on Japanese Canadians would have sub-
stantial benefit if they could educate public opinion into
an active acceptance of Japanese into various communities.
The resettlement required the co-operation of individuals,
municipalities and provinces,

‘ So far as requests for repatriation were concerned,
Mr, Mitchell stated categorically, that no coercion or pressure
of any type had been used, This was substantiated by the
International Red Cross in its report.

Mr, St., Laurent pointed out that what was contemplated
under the Orders in Council was 2 change in method rather thgn?
in principle, The Naturalization Act provided for the cancel-
lation of naturalization certificates in cases where the
recipients were found, upon inquiry, to be "disaffected".
The ordinary procedure for inquiry, which was provided, was
suitable for normal times, but this was an aggravated problem
which required extraordinary provisions. The government had
taken the view that any person who took the very serious step
of signing a declaration of desire to go to Japan during time
of war was, in reality, "disaffected".




Ve Mr. Coldwell said that he thought it would be

10.

11.

Mr, St. Laurent also pointed out that the
sroblem of resettlement was an important one, Under the
urgency ©of moving people during the war, the government had
entered into commitments with certaih provinces to remove
the Japanese who were moved into themimmediately upon the
termination of hostilities, These undertakings had to be
carried out unless the provinces released the Pominion from
its obligations,

. The Prime Minister said that a further point the
government had to consider was the obligation they had to
the families of men who had been killed in the Far mnst{
particularly in the prison camps in Hong Kong. At the time
that these men were being killed, many of the Japanese had
indicated a desire to go to Japan, He did not, himself, see
how a person could sign such a declaration of desire if he

did not believe that Japan was going to win the war. MNr,
Xing pointed out that if it had not been for the atomic bomb
we would, undoubtedly, still be fighting Japan and more
Canadians would be killed constantly. The families of all
these men had to be considered in any action that was taken.

" ¢

most regrettable if any policy were carried through which
looked as if it were based on diserimination with regard to
colour or race. In the present state of the world, and with
the great amount of distrust and suspicion so prevalent at
the present, its effect would be very bad.

Mr. Mackenzie stated that so far as the feeling
of British Columbia was concerned, he felt that the people
there were strongly of the opinion that the Japanese should
not be allowed to settle sgain on the Coast. Their feeling
was not racial, although, in part, it was economic in origin.
In addition, however, there was a feeling that not only had
the Japanese forced white fishermen out of the fishing
industry, but they had used their fishing licenses and thelr

work as an opportunity to map the coast of British Columbia
to the advantage of the Japanese government,

The Prime Minister closed the meeting by assuring
the delegation that the views which they had presented would
be given careful consideration.



